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Irene Lynn Dougert, Enjoyed Family,
Friends, Holidays, Visits to the Beach
Irene Lynn Dougert (née Fleitell)

was born on January 11, 1959 in
Newark, N.J. She passed away on
Sunday, June 23, 2019.

Visitation was held on Wednes-
day, July 3, 2019, from 3 to 6 p.m.,
at Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home, 582 Springfield Av-
enue, Westfield.

Irene grew up in the Ironbound
section of Newark with her par-
ents, Lydia and Paul; sister, Myra,
and brother, Sanford. She gradu-
ated from East Side High School
and went on to earn a degree in
economics from Montclair State
University.

Her early initial career took her
from Bamberger’s/Macy’s and then
on to the lighting industry. Later,
after starting a family, she worked
as a paraprofessional in the
Westfield, N.J. school system for
many years.

Irene married Francis Dougert
in 1987 and moved to Westfield in
1991, where she bore two sons,
Nicholas and Andrew. Irene was
always deeply involved in their for-
mative years, whether it was school,
activities or just guiding them
through the events in their lives.

Irene was very family oriented,
loved celebrating the holidays and
all the associated pomp — deco-
rating the house, hosting family

dinners, keeping traditions alive,
and just making sure all were wel-
come and accommodated.

Irene loved the beach, outdoors,
visiting friends and family and
looking out for those around her.
Her sense of style and personal
appearance were impeccable. She
set high standards for cleanliness
and order without being overbear-
ing to those around her.

Many people were touched by
her kindness, generosity, under-
standing and compassion. She led
by example and was renowned for
her dependability, loyalty and ef-
fort to anyone requesting her assis-
tance. On the rare occasions when
she reached out to friends and fam-
ily for help, the outpouring of sup-
port and assistance she was offered
was incredible — a genuine testa-
ment of the love, respect and grati-
tude from others.

Besides her husband, Francis,
and sons, Nicholas and Andrew,
she is survived by many family
members and friends.

Her absence from this world will
be felt for a long time by those who
knew her well. May she rest in
peace knowing that she made the
world a better place and her ac-
tions in life positively affected so
many around her.
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Life Events Can Lead You
To See A Financial Advisor

Jayson M. Astel, CFP®,
AAMS® Financial Advisor

Over the years, you’ll experi-
ence many personal and profes-
sional milestones. Each of these
can be satisfying, but they may
also bring challenges — especially
financial ones. That’s
why you may want to
seek the guidance of
a financial profes-
sional. Here are some
of the key life events
you may encounter,
along with the help a
financial advisor can
provide:

New job — When
you start a new job,
especially if it’s your
first “career-type”
one, you may find
that you have several
questions about plan-
ning for your finan-
cial future, including
your retirement. You
may have questions
about how much you should con-
tribute to your employer-sponsored
retirement plan. What investments
should you choose? When should
you increase your contributions or
adjust your investment mix? A fi-
nancial advisor can recommend an
investment strategy that’s appro-
priate for your goals, risk toler-
ance and time horizon.

Marriage — Newlyweds often
discover they bring different finan-
cial habits to a marriage. For ex-
ample, one spouse may be more of
a saver, while the other is more
prone to spending. And this holds
true for investment styles — one
spouse might be more risk-averse,
while the other is more aggressive.
A financial advisor can help recom-
mend ways for you and your spouse
to find some common ground in
your saving and investment strate-
gies, enabling you to move forward
toward your mutual goals.

New child — When you have a
child, you will need to consider a
variety of financial issues. Will you
be able to help the child someday
go to college? And what might hap-
pen to your child, or children, if
you were no longer around? A fi-
nancial advisor can present you
with some college-savings options,
such as an education savings plan,

as well as ways to protect your
family, such as life insurance.

Career change — You may
change jobs several times, and each
time you do, you’ll need to make

some choices about
your employer-spon-
sored retirement plan.
Should you move it to
your new employer’s
plan, if transfers are
allowed? Or, if per-
mitted, should you
keep the assets in your
old employer’s plan?
Or perhaps you
should roll over the
money into an IRA. A
financial advisor can
help you explore these
options to determine
which one is most ap-
propriate for your
needs.

Death of a spouse
— Obviously,  the

death of a spouse is a huge emo-
tional blow, but it does not have to
be a financial one — especially if
you’ve prepared by having the cor-
rect beneficiary named on retire-
ment accounts and life insurance
policies. Your financial advisor can
help ensure you have taken these
steps.

Retirement — Even after you
retire, you’ll have some important
investment decisions to make. For
one thing, you’ll need to establish
a suitable withdrawal strategy so
you don’t deplete your retirement
accounts too soon. Also, you still
need to balance your investment
mix in a way that provides at least
enough growth potential to keep
you ahead of inflation. Again, a
financial advisor can help you in
these areas.

No matter where you are on your
journey through life, you will need
to address important financial and
investment questions, but you don’t
have to go it alone — a financial
professional can help you find the
answers you need.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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Elder Abuse to Be Topic
Of Tuesday Program

WESTFIELD — An informational
program on “What You Need to Know
About Elder Abuse” will be held on
Tuesday, July 9, from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. It will take place at The
Lavy House, located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Peter Jacob, pro-
gram manager for Jewish Family
Service’s Project CEASSE: Combat-
ing Elder Abuse Through Services
and Education, will be the presenter.

Project CEASSE is a program de-
veloped by Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey and the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ
to educate professional and lay com-
munity members, as well as older
adults themselves, about elder abuse.
If and when such abuse might occur,
the program provides support ser-
vices and intervention. Project
CEASSE is funded by the Healthcare
Foundation of NJ, the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater MetroWest NJ

and the Wallerstein Foundation for
Geriatric Life Improvement.

Mr. Jacob is a licensed social
worker who raises awareness about
elder abuse and seeks to ensure older
adults as well as caregivers receive
the services they need.

The program is free and open to
the entire community. A light lunch
will be served, with kosher dietary
laws observed.

The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is a joint venture between
Jewish Family Service of Central New
Jersey and Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield. It provides programming
and the services of Licensed Clinical
Social Worker Naomi Kreutzer each
Tuesday.

Registration is recommended if
planning to attend next Tuesday’s
program. Interested persons are
asked to contact (908) 352-8375 or
info@jfscentralnj.org.

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH...Enchantments, a craft and gift store located on
South Avenue in Fanwood since 1989, was honored as Business of the Month at
the June 17 meeting of the borough’s governing body. Pictured, owners Helen and
Jeff Ling accept the traditional print of the historic Fanwood train station from
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Laurie Prusik, 58, Loving Wife and
Mother, Active In School District

Laurie Prusik, 58, passed away on
Saturday, June 29, 2019, after a six-
plus-year-long battle with cancer.
Mrs. Prusik was born
and raised in the North
Haledon area. While
working for the com-
pany ADP she met her
future husband, Joseph
Prusik.

Laurie was the type
of person to put others
before herself, espe-
cially her family. She
retired from ADP to
raise her family when
her oldest child, An-
thony, was old enough
to start school. Laurie
was very involved in raising her chil-
dren, volunteering at church and be-
ing a class room mother at Coles.
Laurie was also very active as the
PTA president for Coles School.

She returned to work as a class-
room aide at the Coles School on
Terrill Road. In 2016 Laurie was
honored to receive the Professional
of the Year honoree award from the
school district. Here she became
known as the unofficial mayor.
Laurie was famous for her fun, out-
going attitude. She was known for
her great sense of humor and al-

ways made everyone around her feel
welcomed and happy. What Laurie
loved most of all was being with her

family and friends. She
was watching them
grow not only in sports
but also in life, where
she taught Anthony and
Tracy to always be kind
to everyone no matter
the circumstance and to
always lend a helping
hand.

Laurie is survived by
her loving husband,
Joseph, of 26 years;
her two children, An-
thony and Tracy, along
with many relatives

and special friends.
Visitation was held at Memorial

Funeral Home in Fanwood. A Mass
of Christian Burial was celebrated on
Wednesday, July 3, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church on
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery located on East Broad Street in
Westfield. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Memorial Sloan
Kettering (https://www.mskcc.org/).
For additional information, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Bonnie L. Gajdzisz, 59, Was
Longtime Resident of Scotch Plains

Bonnie Lyn Gajdzisz, 59, passed
away on Tuesday, June 25, 2019, at
her home in Scotch Plains, sur-
rounded by her family. Born in Eliza-
beth, she had been a longtime resi-
dent of Scotch Plains.

Bonnie went to dental hygiene
school at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, and worked as a dental hygien-
ist for Dr. Alfred DiFiore and with Dr.
Thaller in Westfield. When not work-
ing, Bonnie loved to read and shop,
but most of all she enjoyed spending
time with her family.

Bonnie was predeceased by her
father, Walter Hageman, who died
in 2018. She is survived by her
beloved husband, John Gajdzisz;

her children, Kelly and Ryan; six
nieces and nephews; her mother,
Shirley Hageman, and her sisters,
Wendy Sullivan and Trish Brown
and her husband, Peter.

A Memorial Service was held on
Saturday, June 29, at the First United
Methodist Church, 1171 Terrill Road,
Scotch Plains. Private burial took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. In lieu of flowers, please
consider making a donation in
Bonnie’s memory to Center for Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076. For additional
information or to sign the guestbook,
please visit fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Gail Hansen Schen
Had A Love of Music and Literature
Gail Hansen Schen, 88, died peace-

fully at her home at Thornton Oaks,
Brunswick, Maine, on Sunday, June
30, 2019. She was born
on January 12, 1931 in
Elizabeth, New Jersey, to
Marguerite and Victor
Hansen, the second of
two daughters. An En-
glish major with an en-
during love of music, lit-
erature and words, she
graduated from Hollins
College in 1952. She
married John
VanCampen Schen and
had a well-traveled life
with him and their three
daughters, living in Den-
mark, Holland and Belgium for eight
years. In Holland, in particular, she
enjoyed piano lessons, the church
choir, orchestral concerts and operas,
tennis, flea markets and fresh flowers
while she was raising her children.

After returning to the United States
in 1973, Gail and her husband di-

vorced. Gail worked as a legal execu-
tive assistant at L’Oréal in New York
City. She retired at age seventy after

seeing the twin towers fall
on September 11, 2001,
from her office window.

She was delighted to
meet Steve Donahue in
Westfield, New Jersey.
He became her love and
steady companion for
more than thirty years.
They enjoyed square
dancing, Scrabble, poli-
tics, and gathering with
friends. Gail and Steve
retired to Brunswick,
Maine, in 2010. Steve
passed away on June 2,

2019, and Gail soon followed on June
30, 2019.

Gail is survived by her three daugh-
ters, Beth, Cathy and Molly; four
grandchildren, Isaac, Eli, Eric and
Emily, and four great-grandchildren,
Addalyn, Brynn, Charlotte and James.
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Christine F. Kline, 66, Enjoyed Family,
Known For Art, Music, Culinary Skills

Christine F. Kline (Johnson), 66,
of Westfield died suddenly on Sat-
urday, June 29, 2019. Chris was
born in Newark and raised in
Belleville. She lived in Westfield
for the past 34 years.

Chris received her Bachelor of
Arts and MBA degrees from Seton
Hall University. She worked as a
pension administrator at Prudential
Insurance Company and as manager
of Pension Benefits at Automatic
Data Processing. Following the birth
of her daughters, Chris remained at
home before returning to work at
Xerox (Conduent) in 2010.

Chris loved to travel. She and her
family cherished their visits to St.
Barts as well as many trips to En-
gland to visit her brother. Cape Cod
was a favored summer destination.

Chris loved to draw and paint,
and some of her recreations of
scenes from children’s fairy tales
hang in her daughters’ rooms to this
day. She was a very reluctant, yet
talented pianist. Chris loved to cook
and bake, especially with her daugh-
ters, and she was well known among
her friends and family for her pesto
puffs, as well as her signature des-
sert dishes, vanilla cakes and choco-
late trifle. A lasting memory will be

her dry sense of humor and quick
wit, sure to make her family and
friends laugh at a moment’s notice.

Chris is survived by her loving
husband, Mark; her beloved daugh-
ters, Elizabeth Jean (and fiancé
Brian Lanyon) and Emily Marga-
ret. She also leaves her brother,
Craig Johnson (and partner, Marcus
Bagshaw), and her sister, Laura
Price. She was predeceased by her
parents, Edward and Florence
Johnson, and her beloved daughter,
Katherine Emily.

A viewing will be held at Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, on Fri-
day, July 5, 2019, from 4 to 8 p.m.
A funeral service will be held at
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home on
Saturday, July 6, 2019, at 9:30 a.m.
Interment will be at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations to a
charity of your choice made in Chris’
name would be greatly appreciated.

Chris loved greatly and in turn
was greatly loved. Her family asks
that you pray for her, remember her
well, and treat others as lovingly as
Chris treated everyone she came in
touch with.
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Caroline Rodgers, 91
Lover of the Outdoors

Caroline Rodgers, 91, of High
Bridge, N.J., died Friday, June 21,
2019, at Hunterdon Medical Center
in Raritan Township, N.J. Caroline
was born August 6, 1927 in Westfield,
N.J. She is the daughter of the late
Clifford Springer Toms and the late
Flora (Wittke) Toms.

Raised in Westfield, N.J., Caroline
moved to High Bridge, N.J., over 30
years ago. She enjoyed camping, and
visiting and taking pictures of cov-
ered bridges in New England. She
was a true lover of the outdoors and
animals. She was a supporter of vari-
ous environmental organizations,
volunteered as a Girl Scout leader for
several years, and enjoyed watching

the Boston Red Sox and New En-
gland Patriots.

Surviving are her three children,
William Rodgers, Candis Shehata and
her husband, Terry, and Scott Rodgers
and his wife, Dorothy; five grandchil-
dren, Jeffrey and Christina Rodgers,
Derek, Alexander and Nathaniel
Shehata, and three great-grandchil-
dren, Leona, Camille and Talia.

Visitation was held on Saturday,
June 29, 2019, at the Martin Funeral
Home, 1761 State Route 31, Clinton,
N.J. Interment was held privately.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the National Wildlife Fed-
eration.
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IMAGINING HOPE...Imagine staff and other guests gather at Imagine’s Seasons
of Hope Eighth Annual Breakfast Event on June 6. Pictured, from left to right, are:
First row, Joan Bryant, Scotch Plains; Marlene Glasser, Westfield; Hayden Van
Alstine, Westfield; Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Westfield, and Michael Modica, New
York City; and back row, Scott West, Summit; Imagine Executive Director Mary
Robinson, Madison; Tracy Crosby, Scotch Plains; Mayor Shelley Brindle,
Westfield, and Vincent Culhane, Westfield.

Imagine Annual Breakfast
Draws Over 300 Guests

MOUNTAINSIDE/NEWARK –
On the morning of June 6 more
than 300 guests attended the eighth
annual Seasons of Hope breakfast
for Imagine, A Center for Coping
with Loss, a grief-support nonprofit
serving New Jersey children and
their families. This year’s event
was held at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth.

With locations in Mountainside
and Newark, Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss, a not-for-profit
501(c)3 organization, provides
year-round grief support for chil-
dren and young adults using a peer-
support group model.

Tracy Crosby, an Imagine par-
ticipant who is a recently widowed
mother of four young children,
shared her story and spoke to the
strength and support Imagine has
provided her family.

“I know that if my children can
learn coping skills now and learn
how to positively express their
emotions, everything else will fall
into place. Imagine teaches them
that. Imagine provides a place for
them to feel safe and helps them
realize they are not alone in their
grief,” said Ms. Crosby. To view
Ms. Crosby’s story,  visi t
imaginenj.org.

Imagine is thankful to all who
supported the event — both spon-
sors and donors — and would espe-
cially like to thank its platinum spon-
sor, Atlantic Health System’s Over-
look Medical Center; its silver level
sponsor, Merck, and its bronze level
sponsors, ConnectOne Bank, M&T
Bank and Northfield Bank.

Additionally, Imagine expressed

thanks to the many volunteers who
contributed their time and energy
to making the event a success, as
well as to Imagine’s Board of Trust-
ees, to the event’s in-kind sponsors
— Captured Event Photography,
Dreyer Farms and Havas Health,
and to the event’s business sup-
porters — Alluem Yoga, Atlantic
Tomorrow’s Office, Barefoot Re-
habilitation Clinic, LLC, BCS In-
teractive, BMI Janitorial, Inc.,
Cherished Creations, Christine
Cosenza-State Farm Insurance,
Family Investors Company,
Ferraro’s Restaurant Group, Fire
Me Up Studio, Gersch Orthodon-
tics, Great Smiles Dentistry, Hol-
land & Knight, Limani Seafood
Grill, On the Spot Therapy, The
ReSource Group, Rossi Funeral
Home, Sax LLP Senior-Advisors,
Tiffany Natural Pharmacy, The
Trinkoff Wattick Group at Bank of
America Merrill Lynch, David
Weinman, DMD, Westfield Pedi-
atric Dental Group and Wiss &
Company, LLP.

“I believe the world is driven by
unresolved grief,” said Mary
Robinson, Imagine’s founder and
executive director, in her address
to the crowd, “but ‘imagine’ some-
thing different – a world where
children coping with loss grow up
emotionally healthy and able to
lead meaningful and productive
lives...a world where grief, loss
and trauma are transformed into
resi l ience,  empathy and
compassion...a world where no
child grieves alone. That is the
world Imagine is working hard to
create every day.”


