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Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY...Fireworks light up the sky Sunday night at the
Scotch Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANTICIPATION BUILDS...A crowd awaits the fireworks display Sunday night at the Scotch Hills Golf Course in Scotch
Plains.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOUTHERN EXPOSURE...A strong  thunderstorm  hit the south side of Scotch
Plains Saturday night. At least 20 large trees were felled and many roads were
closed at certain spots, including Cooper Road, AberdeenRoad, Clydesdale Road,
Raritan Road and Kevin Road. Power was lost in localized areas. Kevin Road was
closed at the intersection of Terrill Road.

Freeholders Introduce
Capital Bond Ordinance

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board introduced a
$48,560,387 bond ordinance last
Thursday that funds public improve-
ments and acquisitions — everything
from new communication and signal
systems equipment to new equipment
and machinery. The annual capital
ordinance is a $2-million increase
over last year, but less than the $72.4
million in 2017 and $58.9 million in
2016.

The bond ordinance includes $14.6
million for road, intersection, bridge
and culvert improvement projects.
The county has secured $11.9 million
in funding from state grants for the
infrastructure improvements. Another
$3.9 million is going for improve-
ments to county parks and recreation
facilities including installation of a
new playground at Nomahegan Park
in Cranford, rehabilitation of
Warinanco Park in Roselle and Eliza-
beth, hydro-raking various lakes and
ponds, and construction of outdoor
gyms at various locations.

Another $2.4 million will be used
for acquisition of new automotive
vehicles, including original appara-
tus and equipment, and new, addi-
tional or replacement equipment and
machinery. An additional $3.6 mil-
lion is being bonded for Union County
College for renovation of the campus
center and the library at the Cranford
campus, phase two of the renovation
of the health technologies building at
the Scotch Plains campus, and up-
grade and replacement of the build-
ing management system in the Kellogg
Building at the Elizabeth campus.

A public hearing and second read-
ing on the ordinance is scheduled for
Thursday, July 25.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion consenting to a biosolids pro-

cessing facility in Linden. The facil-
ity will be constructed in the Tremley
Point section of Linden, the site of the
Linden-Roselle Sewerage Authority
(LRSA).

Dan Sullivan, executive director of
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA), said the project is a
partnership between the UCIA, LRSA
and Aries Linden LLC, the company
that will operate the facility.

According to the minutes of the
November 5 meeting of the Linden
Board of Adjustment, a vacant build-
ing on the property will be repurposed
to take sludge and turn it into usable
energy, a byproduct of biochar which
is processed from biosolids.

Mr. Sullivan told the freeholders
that the county will not be guarantee-
ing the project or allocating funds for
its construction or operation.

John Drake of the Gibbons law
firm, bond counsel for the UCIA, said
the project will be funded through the
issuance of revenue bonds not to ex-
ceed $50 million. He said the pro-
ceeds will be used as a loan to Aries,
which will be solely responsible to
repay the bonds. Mr. Drake said the
bonds will be secured through rev-
enue generated from contracts for the
processing of biosolids.

Mr. Sullivan said the UCIA will
“have no involvement whatsoever”
on construction of the facility.

The board also approved a shared-
services agreement at a fee not to
exceed $90,000 with Middlesex
County for utilization of the Union
County forensic laboratory by a
Middlesex forensic scientist. Union
County First Assistant Prosecutor
Albert Cernadas, Jr. said the fee cov-
ers all the products used such as chemi-
cals in testing evidence along with the
forensic scientist’s salary and ben-
efits. He said Union County has had
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Thunderstorm Knocks Out Power
To 7,000 Residents in Scotch Plains

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — A strong thunderstorm
moved through Union County Satur-
day afternoon, downing trees and
power lines and causing thousands to
lose power.

The National Weather Service New
York Office said what hit the area was
a “severe thunderstorm with straight
line winds,” according to the Scotch
Plains Office of Emergency Manage-
ment.

Scotch Plains reported that 7,000
residents lost power during the storm.
Power lines and downed trees caused
the closure of Sunnyfield Lane, Lake
Avenue, Martine Avenue, Terrill
Road, Warren Street, Arrowwood
Road, Balfour Lane, Argyll Court and

Kevin Road.
“The Township of Scotch Plains

asks for everybody’s cooperation in
the aftermath of this afternoon’s storm.
Scotch Plains Police, Fire and Res-
cue, as well as Public Works and
PSE&G crews are out and working as
quickly as possible to address all
emergencies and damage. All resi-
dents should stay away from any
downed wires,” the township said in
a First Alert media blast around 7:30
p.m. on Saturday night.

Public works crews were out clear-
ing trees as PSE&G worked to re-
store power. By 5 p.m. on Sunday the
township reported that the outages
were down to 270 customers. PSE&G
anticipated having full power restored
by Monday.

Roadways that were still impass-
able on Sunday included Sunnyfield
Lane between Leland and Sleepy Hol-
low, Terrill Road at Kevin Road, Lake
Avenue at Farmingdale Road, and
Balfour Lane. Roads that were pass-
able included Highlander Drive,
Chapel Road, Prospect Avenue, Unami
Lane, Warren Street, Argyll Court,
Coles Avenue and Arrowwood Drive.

Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo said as of Sunday morning
power lines were still down near Helen
Street and Herbert Avenue.

“PSE&G is working on the lines to
restore power. (Chief Trigo) is in con-
stant contact with PSE&G regarding
power outages and downed wires.
PSE&G is working diligently to re-
store power,” according to Fanwood
Police’s Facebook page.

On Sunday morning, Springfield
Avenue was closed near Union County
College and Nomahegan Park in
Cranford with a tree down. Similarly,
the westbound lane of North Avenue
in Westfield was closed at Fourth
Avenue because of a downed tree on
Saturday. State Department of Trans-
portation staff were on the scene to
detour traffic.

Also, a house sustained significant
damage on Tremont Avenue after a
tree fell on the structure, according to
the Westfield Firefighters Mutual
Benevolent Association Local 30
Facebook page.

As of 8:30 p.m. on Saturday,
Mountainside police reported that parts
of the borough were without power.
New Providence Road at Route 22
West in Mountainside was closed as
the traffic signal was out. A vehicle
was hit by a fallen tree limb, smashing
the windshield. Police reported there
were no injuries from the storm.

“PSE&G has been notified numerous
times since the event and are busy with
storm damage in a wide part of their
service area,” police said at the time.

BOE Thanks Margaret Hayes for
Her Years As Superintendent

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After 16 years
of service to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School district, members
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education as well as district em-
ployees and members of the audience
said their goodbyes to Margaret
Hayes, Ed.D., who served as superin-
tendent of schools for the district and
ran the bi-monthly meeting for the
last time last Thursday evening. Her
official last day of employment for
the district was June 28 as she starts

her retirement as of this month.
Outgoing Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School (SPFHS) senior, and
camera person for the last two years
for district meetings, Christopher
Bagdonas, spoke to Superintendent
Hayes, thanking her for her “extreme
professionalism and integrity” as the
superintendent for the years that he
had known her. He noted that, “she
always had the students’ best interest
at heart and her work for our schools
has been nothing short of incredible.”

Retired Board of Education mem-
ber and longtime past president of the
board, Trip Whitehouse, also ad-
dressed Superintendent Hayes, not-
ing her dedication to the district
schools. He stated, “Our two towns
have been better with you at the helm
of our schools with your leadership
and guidance. No matter what chal-
lenge we were facing, you always
focused on what was right for our
children. You did this with equity in
our buildings, at times with compet-
ing needs and a limited budget.” He
added, “you made me a better person

the years that I served with you and I
wanted to take the time to thank you
publicly.”

Currently, Mr. Whitehouse resides
with his family in Brick.

He concluded by stating that with
Joan Mast, Ed.D., becoming the new
superintendent, “I feel the district is
in good hands moving forward.”

Current Board President Karen
Kulikowski addressed Superintendent
Hayes by saying, “I am so glad I got
to work with you and I want to thank
you for all you have done for our
district.”

Past President and past Vice-Presi-
dent Nancy Bauer also thanked the
retiring superintendent for her years
of service and thanked her for being
a long-standing partner in the suc-
cess of the district.

Superintendent Hayes then ad-
dressed the audience, stating, “I have
been so blessed to work with a board
of education, past and present, with
so many fine educators.” She added,
“I am so pleased and grateful that Dr.
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Kimberly A. Broadwell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY RETIREMENT...Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes, Ed.D.,
left, is thanked for her years leading the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district at
last Thursday’s board of education meeting. Also pictured is Board of Education
President Karen Kulikowski and board member Evan Murray.

Fanwood Council Reports
On Fan Jam, Ordinances

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – During its agenda-
setting meeting held Monday evening,
Fanwood’s governing body noted that
the recent Fan Jam event in the bor-
ough was a huge success.

Members of the borough council
reported that Fan Jam, which was
held this past weekend, brought in
more than 5,000 participants. It also
was noted that this was the third con-
secutive year that the event took place
in Fanwood.

Highlights of Fan Jam included
various food vendors, including mul-
tiple ethnic eateries, as well as a three-
block-long car show and a number of
local bands. The event was spon-
sored by the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce.

In a separate matter, two ordinances
were passed upon second reading and
a public hearing regarding salary
ranges for non-contractual borough
employees and appropriation of sick

leave for said employees.
One ordinance appropriates

$65,000 for severance pay for two
retiring police officers while another
establishes new salary ranges for po-
lice officers filling their spots.

In other business, Gary Whyte of
Mountainside spoke during the pub-
lic portion of the council meeting
asking for support of a letter-writing
campaign to help convince the only
two towns in the State of New Jersey
that are not backing a proclamation to
support Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva (FOP) to join their fel-
low municipalities in this effort. Mr.
Whyte said he had documented sup-
port from every town in the state
except for the towns of Harding and
Walpack Township.

He noted that he started his volun-
teer work to raise awareness and work
on fundraisers for the condition back
in 2002 and that Fanwood was the
third in the state to adopt verbiage to
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