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Courtesy of Bill Klimas
FINAL STAND...The old Alcoa Building, that later became Casale Industries in
Garwood on South Avenue, is demolished to make way for the 298-unit apartment
development. The last bit of the old paper factory on North Avenue is also in it's
final death throws. The Aeolian Building, which once housed a facility where
world famous pipe organ pipes were manufactured, is to be razed soon to also make
way for housing units.

Polls Say NJ’s Tax Programs Not
Effective in Attracting Companies

ROSELAND, N.J. – More than 55
percent of the 490 certified public
accountants (CPAs) polled earlier this
month by the New Jersey Society of
Certified Public Accountants
(NJCPA) said the state’s tax incentive
programs are not effective in attract-
ing companies and jobs to the state.
More than 28 percent said state tax
incentives were somewhat effective
and less than 9 percent believed they
were effective.

When asked about whether tax in-

centive programs helped to retain
companies in the state, respondents
reacted similarly. Almost the same
number — 54 percent — believed
New Jersey’s tax incentive programs
are not effective in retaining compa-
nies and jobs in New Jersey. More
than 30 percent said they are some-
what effective and less than 9 percent
said they were effective.

Respondents noted that tax incen-
tives have helped some New Jersey
businesses remain in the state, which
has lowered their staffing costs,
though lowering taxes in general
would help everyone. They also cited
a need for restrictions to be placed
on companies after they receive any
such tax incentives, and for some
form of yearly monitoring by state
officials. In addition, they recom-
mended the programs be more flex-
ible and progressive to offer in-
creased benefits if companies
achieve certain milestones.

The majority (54 percent) noted
that New Jersey’s tax incentive pro-
grams should focus on a balance of
large and small/midsize companies
while 32 percent believed that the
focus should be primarily on small
and midsize businesses. “Taxes are
clearly a subject that New Jersey
residents and business owners feel
passionate about,” said Ralph Albert
Thomas, CPA (DC), CGMA, CEO
and executive director at NJCPA.
“The New Jersey Legislature would
benefit from listening to CPAs, who
are in touch with the business com-
munity on a daily basis.”

Fairview Elects Vanderbilt
President of Bd. of Trustees
WESTFIELD — The Fairview

Cemetery Board of Trustees an-
nounced the election of Cornelius
(Neil) Vanderbilt, Jr. as president at
its annual meeting held on January
28, replacing outgoing President Wil-
liam Shepherd. Mr. Vanderbilt, an
owner and operator of a mid-size
New York company, brings his tal-
ents for running a local business to
the Fairview board.

Mr. Vanderbilt currently is the
president of Vanbro Corporation, a
mid-sized stone company based on
Staten Island. As an established
businessman, he has professional
experience in project development
and management, finance and staff
administration, as well as client
relations. He served in the United
States military and is a graduate of
Hobart College.

Mr. Vanderbilt was first elected to
the Fairview board as a trustee in
2011 before accepting the position of
president. He is a longtime member

Cornelius (Neil) Vanderbilt, Jr.

of Echo Lake Country Club and The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. As
an avid golfer, he currently serves as
a trustee of the New Jersey Seniors
Golf Association.

Mr. Vanderbilt currently lives in
Westfield with his wife, Barbara. They
have two children.

Did Shutdown Make Trump Look
Stronger Or Weaker

West Long Branch, NJ – After end-
ing the longest government shutdown
in U.S. history, the public is divided
on whether it has made President
Donald Trump look stronger or
weaker, according to a new
Monmouth University Poll. President
Trump’s job rating has ticked down a
little, but public opinion of House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has generally
improved in the aftermath, according
to the latest national Monmouth Uni-
versity Poll. The public is split on
whether a new budget deal should
include funding for a wall across the
U.S. border with Mexico, but they
oppose the President using an emer-
gency declaration to get it built.

Most Americans (81 percent) ap-
prove of Mr. Trump’s decision to
reopen government for three weeks,
but they are divided on how this ac-
tion affects his image. Somewhat more
say it makes him look weaker (32
percent) rather than stronger (24 per-
cent), but a plurality of 41 percent say
it has had no effect on his image.

President Trump’s overall job rat-
ing stands at 41 percent approve and
54 percent disapprove.

“Despite what was objectively a
climbdown in Trump’s position, these
poll results provide more evidence
that public opinion of the president
has been largely baked in since day
one. The needle may move, but it
does not move all that much,” said
Patrick Murray, director of the inde-
pendent Monmouth University Poll-
ing Institute.

Half the public (50 percent) says
that Trump is primarily responsible
for the shutdown going on so long,
compared to 35 percent who put most
of the blame on Congressional Demo-
crats and 5 percent who chiefly blame
Congressional Republicans. One-
third (34 percent) say that pressure
exerted by Congressional Democrats
had a major impact on Trump’s deci-
sion to reopen government, another
37 percent say this pressure had a
minor impact, and just 26 percent say
it had no impact.

Public opinion of the job Congress
is doing currently stands at 18 percent
approve and 72 percent disapprove.
It was 23 percent approve and 63
percent disapprove in November.
There have been significant shifts in
partisan opinion after the change in
House control. Republican approval
of Congress dropped from 39 percent
two months ago to 11 percent now,
while Democratic approval increased
from 17 percent to 34 percent. Ap-
proval among independents decreased
slightly from 18 percent to 11 percent

since November.
Public opinion of congressional

leadership also remains negative, but
Pelosi, newly re-installed as Speaker
of the House, has seen a net uptick in
her rating. Currently, 34 percent ap-
prove and 45 percent disapprove of
the job she is doing as Speaker, while
21 percent have no opinion. On the
other side of the Capitol, Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell’s rat-
ing stands at 15 percent approve and
40 percent disapprove, with 45 per-
cent having no opinion.

The president and Congress have
given themselves three weeks to ne-
gotiate a new budget with a border
security deal. If they cannot reach an
agreement, nearly half the public (48
percent) say that they should just fund
the remainder of the fiscal year with-
out a new border security deal. An-
other 26 percent say they should ex-
tend temporary funding for a few
more weeks and continue negotiat-
ing. Just 20 percent would support
shutting down the government again
until a deal is reached.

One-third of Americans (34 per-
cent) would support the president
declaring a national emergency in
order to use military funding to build
a border wall. Most Republicans (71
percent) would support the president
using emergency powers to build the
border wall, while nearly all Demo-
crats (93 percent) and most indepen-
dents (66 percent) would be opposed.

Overall, 44 percent of the Ameri-
can public supports building a wall
along the U.S. border with Mexico
while 52 percent are opposed.

Just 9 percent of Americans feel
that border wall funding should be
tied to dealing with the status of ille-
gal immigrants brought to the U.S. as
children. Most (89 percent) say the
two issues should be dealt with sepa-
rately. These results are basically un-
changed from last year.

President Trump’s State of the
Union address was initially sched-
uled to be delivered this week, but
was postponed by the shutdown. Less
than half of the public feels that the
current state of the union is either
very (13 percent) or somewhat (35
percent) strong. Another 27 percent
say it is not too strong and 22 percent
say it is not strong at all.

The Monmouth University Poll was
conducted by telephone from January
25 to 27, 2019 with 805 adults in the
United States. The question results in
this release have a margin of error of +/
- 3.5 percentage points. The poll was
conducted by the Monmouth Univer-
sity Polling Institute.

SPFSA to Hold Annual
Meeting, Q&A

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Soccer Association
(SPFSA) is holding its annual gen-
eral meeting on Tuesday, February 12
at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

In additional to the elections taking
place, the SPFSA will conduct a a
public information session and a pub-
lic question and answer session. All
residents from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, and anyone else interested
in playing soccer in the association, is
invited to come out to the free event
and learn more about the SPFSA.

There are four programs within the
SPFSA, each catering to a different
segment of the SPFSA player popula-
tion: The House Program, Suburban
Youth Soccer League (SYSL), Dia-
mond Academy and the Travel Pro-
gram. Those with any questions about
the event may email
SPFSAPresident@gmail.com.

Smith to Join Young Republicans
At Event on Overdevelopment

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains Mayor Al Smith, a leading
advocate for reforming the current
court-driven affordable-housing
process, will speak at the Wednes-
day, February 20 Union County
Young Republicans Meeting at 7
p.m. at the Stage House Tavern in
Scotch Plains.

Since 2015, court-mandated afford-
able-housing obligations have im-
posed high-density developments on
many towns in Union County causing
overdevelopment and creating chal-
lenges in the areas of infrastructure,
public transportation, schools, traf-
fic, open space, and services that are
not adequately addressed in the cur-
rent process.

“It’s time for the residents of Union
County and across our state to unite
and engage the Legislature and the
Governor in demanding legislative
reforms regarding municipal afford-
able-housing obligations as opposed
to the costly, inefficient and inconsis-
tent court-mandated process currently
being imposed us,” stated Mayor Al
Smith. “We all support affordable
housing, but there is a better legisla-
tive process that will provide afford-
able housing to those who need it
while protecting taxpayers and the
residential character of our commu-
nities.”

“We are honored to have Mayor Al
Smith join us at our February 20
meeting,” said J.D. Bryden, chair-
man of the Union County Young Re-
publicans. “Mayor Smith has exten-
sive knowledge on this issue and is a
leader in the fight for reform. The
Republican Party embraces inclusive,
diverse communities, but we believe
the will of the people, rather than the
whim of judges, should make our
laws. Anyone who wants to stop over-
development in Union County is
strongly encouraged to attend this
meeting.”

This event is free and open to the
public. For questions about the event,
please email ucnjyrf@gmail.com or
(908) 419-0278.
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