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Chatham’s Persistence Chills Blue Devils, 47-32
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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Ford, who finished with a game-high
19 points, sank three 3-pointers, Tess
Ford (8 points) hit a pair of 3-pointers
and Lea Casano-Boris hit one 3-
pointer. Cougar Shannon Donohoe
became the beneficiary of a number
of those second and third chances and
finished with 11 points.

“We recognized that they beat
Morristown last year for their county
championship. I saw them play Oak
Knoll. They took them out by 30
points. I think we went into this and
played very sloppy defense and we
didn’t move on offense. Both those
things contributed to the loss today,”
Blue Devil senior Lily Maz said.

“They are a great shooting team but
we knew that coming in. We had to
box out, we knew there were going to
be long rebounds and none of us boxed
out. We played really sloppy,” Senior
Sam Stravach added.

“Sam and I actually played against
Michaela in middle school, so this is
the first time in a long time we played
against her and she’s always a very
strong player. I don’t know her sister
or the other girl but we had seen them
through our scouting that they were
all very strong shooters. They could
shoot their lights out and I think that’s
something we didn’t cover today, es-
pecially through our defense getting
out on those shooters. Those three-
pointers were uncontested and that’s
what we have to get to work on,” Maz
expressed.

Stravach led the Blue Devils with
nine rebounds, two blocked shots and
three assists, while putting in six
points. Freshmen Grace Klag (7 re-

bounds, assist) and Chloe Kreusser
(steal, 2 rebounds) each scored eight
points and Charlotte Dursee (1 point)
contributed two rebounds, an assist
and a steal. Maz contributed strong
defense and an assist.

Chatham’s defense definitely had
success creating turnovers and con-
verting several to fast-break lay-ups.

“They were a very intense defense.
They were all over. They had every-
thing covered. They had the front.
They had the back court covered.
They never let up,” Stravach ex-
pressed.

The Blue Devils were off-course in
their shooting early on and trailed
Chatham, 4-0, before Kreusser man-
aged to put in a lay-up but Tess Ford
banged a 3-pointer to put the Cougars
in front 7-3 with 3:55 left in the first
quarter. Stravach got underneath for
two but Casano-Boris hit a 3-pointer

as the Cougars eventually won the
quarter, 12-7.

Dwyer hit one of her 3-pointers to
open the second quarter but Tess Ford
quickly answered with her second 3-
pointer. A little later with the help of
some fine assists, the Blue Devils went
on a 6-0 run to take their first lead of the
game but this time Michaela Ford an-
swered with a 3-pointer and followed
up with a fast-break lay-up to give
Chatham a 22-18 lead at the half.

Kreusser was fouled very early in
the third quarter and sank both of her
free throws then the Blue Devils took
a 23-22 lead when Stravach assisted
Lisanti on her 3-pointer; but as fate
would have it in this game, Michaela
Ford nailed her second 3-pointer.
Stravach assisted Klag on a lay-up to
narrow Chatham’s lead to three but
Michaela Ford sank her third 3-pointer
at the end of the quarter to make the
score, 35-29.

“We definitely could have won this
game and those glimpses showed what
kind of team we are. When we play as
a team, we win games. It’s not an
individual. We can’t dribble past ev-
eryone. We need to make assists and
play together and that’s how we are
going to win,” Stravach said.

“Assists are a key component to the
game. I love getting assists more than
I love getting points,” Maz revealed.
“I think that’s something we need to
work on, having bounce passes, get-
ting the ball high to Grace [Klag] with
ball fakes and today we lacked that,
which led to a lot of turnovers. These
are basic skills of basketball and we
need to keep on with.”

More troubles with ball control by
Westfield allowed Chatham to roll with
a 10-0 run in the fourth quarter before
Dwyer hit her second 3-pointer then
Donohoe ended the game with a lay-up.

Earlier in the week, however, the
Blue Devils did achieve a rarity when
they beat Roselle Catholic for the
second time this season.

“It was a great feeling when Caroline
Dwyer made that final three-pointer
to get us that win but being able to
beat a team three times is very diffi-
cult. They know what you do. I guar-
antee we are going to see them again
in the Union County Tournament. I
am excited to play them again and I
know we can compete with them, so
I’m ready,” Maz expressed.

“It was awesome! We were playing
flat the entire game, so I didn’t really
think we were going to get the win but
we put it together at the end. Caroline

made that three but once Ali [Lisanti]
made those free throws, I knew we are
going to do it. I am excited to see them
again. I think we can beat them three
times,” Stravach said.
Chatham 12 10 13 12 47
Westfield   7 11 11   3 32

WF’S CROWLEY NETS 14; SPF’S GUY, PORTER 16 EACH

Blue Devils Hold Off Raiders
In Boys’ Hoops Action, 60-59

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team built a 19-point lead
in the second half then hung on for
dear life to claim a 60-59 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on January
17 at Scotch Plains. Matt Crowley led
the Blue Devils with 14 points, while
Griffin Rooney added 10 points.

The two border rivals engaged in a
back-and-forth first quarter with
Westfield holding a 15-13 lead. The
Blue Devils gained separation in the
second quarter, scoring 18 points to
take a 33-21 lead into the half.
Westfield was sparked in the quarter
by recent addition, Jacob Walsh, a
transfer, who scored eight points after
entering the game midway through
the first quarter.

“He’s an energy guy, a skilled bas-
ketball player,” said Westfield Head
Coach Jim McKeon. “He can knock
down shots, play the point and the two
guard spots. We’re glad to have him.
He has been very beneficial to us in
the last two games.”

The Raiders meanwhile struggled
to find their offensive game in the
quarter, connecting on just two field
goals and scoring eight points.

“We weren’t playing as a team early
in the game,” said Raider junior Jus-
tin Guy. “Our coach has been stress-
ing that since the beginning of the

season. In the second half, we started
doing that and everything started click-
ing. We got better shots, played better
defense, those were the big factors in
helping us get back into the game.”

Guy was a big factor in helping the
Raiders get back into the game. Guy,
along with Anthony Porter, led all
scorers with 16 points. Still, things
did not turn around right away for the
home team. Westfield started the third
quarter very much as it ended the
first half. A Crowley 3-pointer from
the top of the key increased the lead
to 40-25. Tommy McGuire followed
with a floater in the lane to make it
42-25. Then a steal and a lay-up by
Sebastian Ferrero gave Westfield a
seemingly insurmountable 44-25
lead with four minutes remaining in
the third quarter. But the Raiders
were not ready to give up and
mounted a stunning rally from that
point forward. Justin Fletcher scored
inside and completed a three-point
play that fueled an 8-2 run that closed
the gap to 47-33 heading into the

fourth quarter.
Fletcher, who has played very well

of late, scored again inside and com-
pleted another three-point play after
being fouled on the basket, pulling
the Raiders to within 49-38 with six
minutes remaining. Moments later
Guy penetrated into the lane and
scored, also completing a three-point
play after being fouled and suddenly
the Raiders were within eight, 50-42,
with 4:27 on the clock.

The Raiders had turned the game
around with a pressing defense that
took Westfield out of it’s rhythm.

“They sped us up and at one point,
we were playing not to lose instead of
playing to win,” said McKeon. “Our
guys needed to settle down a little bit
but hats off to Scotch Plains. That was
all them. They never quit. They kept
fighting, they kept scrapping. Their
point guard hit a big time three-pointer
and then they got into their press and
we only handled it okay. We can be
better at that. It is something we need

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING THROUGH “BLUE”...Raider Christian Piesch, No. 22, tries to drive through Blue Devils Hank Shapiro, No. 10,
and Mike Kane, No. 14. Witnessed by a roaring, capacity crowd, the Blue Devils nipped the Raiders, 60-59, in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE DEFENSIVE...Blue Devils Sam Stravach, No. 22, and Chloe Kreusser, No. 21, defend as Cougar Shannon Donohoe,
center, dribbles the ball.
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Goods & Services You Need

  

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062
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Blue Devil Keglers Top ALJ,
Union; Up Record to 11-1

Pat School Girls Defeat
Cougar Cagers, 49-31
The Patrick School girls basketball

team defeated the Cranford Cougars,
49-31, in Cranford on January 15.
Lauren Williamson scored eight
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added four steals for the 5-5 Cougars.
Kirsten Williams had six points and
Olivia Speer had seven rebounds,
three points, three assists and three
steals. KC Pringle (4 rebounds),
Gianna Toretta and Meghan Santarelli
each netted two points.. Katy Wheatly
scored five points and Elizabeth
McCaffery had a 3-pointer and two
assists.

Lashae Dwyer scored 14 points (2
3-pointers) and had six steals for the
Pat School and Dana Hill nailed trip
3-pointers. Ansonah Alexander had
seven points and 12 rebounds.
Pat School   9 12 13 17 49
Cranford   4   6   6 15 31

WF Hockey Club Hosts
Clinic at WF Rink

The Westfield Hockey Club hosted
an all-girls ice hockey clinic that was
run by Westfield’s own women’s pro-
fessional ice hockey player, Rebecca
Morse at the Westfield Rink on Janu-
ary 14.

Rebecca grew up in Westfield as
one of the few girls in the area playing
ice hockey, progressed to play hockey
in college on the women’s team at
Providence College, and now plays
professional for the Metropolitan Riv-
eters in the National Women’s Hockey
League (NWHL) while also holding
down a full-time marketing job at a
global bank. With the growth in
hockey locally, and particularly the
girl’s game, the clinic maxed out at 55
girls from Westfield that attended.

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team improved to 11-1 with a 5-2
victory over AL Johnson on January
15 and a 7-0 shutout of Union on
January 16 at Jersey Lanes. Against
ALJ, the Blue Devil won Game 1,
1008-911, lost Game 2 862-847 but
recovered to win Game 3 982-856 to
win the pin count 2,837-2,629. Against
Union, the Blue Devils won all three
game and had a pin count of 2,950 to
the Farmers’ 2,625.

Dylan Kurstedt rolled the high se-
ries of 633 against ALJ with games of
234, 186 and 213. Dante Morales
rolled a 215, 183 and 192 for a 590
totla and Trey Rabimowitz rolled a
199, 173 and 201 for a 573 total.
William Shepard rolled games of 224,
171 and 162 for a 557. Jon Grossman
rolled a 136 and a 134, and Austin
Peterson rolled a 214.

ALJ’s Toan Le rolled a series of
607 with games of 235, 181 and 191.
Evandro Galli rolled games of 179,
159 and 200 for a total of 538. An-

drew Beach had a 534 series with
games of 196, 183 and 155. Nick
Kelly rolled games of 161, 188 and
182 for a 531 total, and Jeff King
rolled games of 140, 151 and 128 for
a 419 total.

Morales came up big against the
Farmers with games of 192, 224 and
225 for a 641 series. Kurstedt had a
total of 639 with games of 245, 193
and 201. Shepard had games of 224,
187 and 210 for a 621 total. Peterson
rolled a 160, 182 and 184 for a 526
series. Rabinowitz rolled a 160 and
Grossman rolled games of 193 and
170.

Al-Tariq Green ate up the lanes
with games of 234, 269 (high) and
192 for the high series of 695. Kevin
Oliveira rolled games of 197, 257 and
190 for a 644 total. Gabby Martinez
rolled games of 167, 192 and 164 for
a 523 total. Namir Mallard had a 447
series with games of 119, 144 and
184. Ashleigh Simpson rolled a 108,
88 and 120.

Blue Devils Tame Lions
In Girls B-Ball, 50-47
For the second time this season, the

Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team knocked off the Roselle
Catholic Lions. This time the 8-4 Blue
Devils earned a 50-47 victory on Janu-
ary 15. Freshman Grace Klag recorded
13 points, six rebounds, an assist and
two steals, while senior Sam Stravach
had 11 points, three blocks, three re-
bounds and an assist. Caroline Dwyer
hit trip 3-pointers and added five re-
bounds and an assist.

Ali Lisanti had seven points, four
assists, four rebounds and a block.
Chloe Kreusser had six points, seven
rebounds, three assists, two steals and
a block. Charlotte Dursee had four
points, two assists and two rebounds.
Senior Lily Maz led the team with six
assists, while adding a pair of re-
bounds and a steal. Sam Lefteris had
an assist.

Amaris Jenkins led the 5-5 Lions
with 16 points, including four 3-point-
ers. Taniya Hanner had 14 points,
including two 3-pointers, and Jenissa
Encarnacion had nine points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer.
Westfield 14   9 11 16 50
Roselle Catholic 13 10 13 11 47

B-Ball Cougars Rap
Crusader Boys, 57-44
After dropping a pair of two-point

game before defeating South Plainfield,
the Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team evened its record to 5-5
with a 57-44 victory over the ALJ
Crusaders on January 17. Assists came
in handy and Kevin Donovan, who had
four points, dished out six assists.

Jeremy Ruka led the Cougars with
15 points, including two 3-pointers,
Hunter Goff and Cole Blazek (3 steals)
each netted 12 points, and Arjun
Petgrave put up eight points. Joe
Carrea, Dennis DeMarino and Devin
Haughey each scored two points.

IHA, Bergen Catholic
Top WF in Swimming

The Immaculate Heart Academy
girls swim team defeated the
Westfield Blue Devils, 102-5-67.5,
and the Bergen Catholic boys edged
the Blue Devil boys, 89.5-80.5, at
the Westfield ‘Y’ on January 22.
See account of the events in the
January 31 edition of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.


