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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

BLUE DEVILS HOERLE (120), LODER (195), MILLER (182); COUGARS KORZENESKI (138), BENCIVENGA (152) WIN TITLES

Cranford Tops Blue Devils for Fourth Straight UCT Mat Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tournament time means “rise to
the occasion” as far as the Cranford
High School wrestling team is con-
cerned. The Cougars entered com-
petitors in all 14 weight classes and
13 of them placed in the top-5, which
included two champions, as they
claimed their fourth straight Union
County Tournament (UCT) Champi-
onship at Union on January 12. The
Cougars (C) totaled 221 team points,
while the Westfield (W) Blue Devils
placed 10 of their entrees, including

three individual champions, in the
top-5 and finished second with a total
of 198. Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz was named UCT Coach of the
Year.

Rahway (R) claimed two champi-
ons and finished third with a 137 total
just one point ahead of the Roselle
Park (RP) Panthers, who claimed two
champions. Plainfield (P) came in
with a strong showing and finished
fifth with 115 points. Linden took
sixth at 109.5 and claimed its first
champion in 22 years (Alex Dorce —
160-lbs) In 1997, Alan Hay nipped
Mike Baly (W), 5-4 for the 162-lb
title.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP) took
seventh at 97, followed by the Gover-
nor Livingston (GL) Highlanders with

a total of 88.5 and one champ (Damon
Ippolitto — 285-lbs — Outstanding
Wrestler upper weights). Elizabeth
(E) was ninth at 76, followed by Sum-
mit (Su) at 67, Brearley (B) at 54 and

one champ (Pat Phillips — 113-lbs),
New Providence (NP) at 50 and one
champ (Joe Delia — 170-lbs), Union
(U) at 29 and AL Johnson (J) at 27.5
and one champ (Sebastian
Iakouchevich — 220-lbs).

What could be considered the big-
gest stunner, but not really, of the
afternoon came in the 126-lb champi-
onship bout between state-ranked
Blue Devil CJ Composto and Panther
Eddie Hummel. After a long scramble,
Composto scored a takedown and
later added a two-point Turk tilt to
grab a 4-1 lead. But Hummel, known
for his devastating throw maneuvers,
escaped and caught Composto off-
balance with a headlock for a pin in
3:33. Composto had recorded a pair
of falls to reach the finals. Hummel
received the Outstanding Wrestler
Award for the lower weights. Cougar
Jimmy Gluck took fourth.

An upset on a somewhat lesser
scale occurred in the 138-lb class
where Cougar Jack Korzeneski,
seeded seventh, won his pigtail bout
by fall to face top-seeded Stefano
DelValle (L), who he knocked off 7-
3 in the quarterfinals.

Korzeneski entered the tournament,
and especially his first bout, with a
positive attitude. “I looked across the
mat and thought no one is going to
beat me. I went out there and wrestled
my hardest and looked for team points.
It was nice to show him that the sev-
enth seed didn’t mean anything.”

Korzeneski then worked a double-
leg takedown, a pull back nearfall,
another nearfall and two more
takedowns to claim an 11-3 major
decision over Blue Devil Theo Dardia
in the semis. Dardia would later place
fifth.

“He [Dardia] kept balling up. He
was asking for it when he was pres-
suring back on me. I just snapped him
back,” Korzeneski said of his pull-
back nearfall. “It was there the whole
time. We need the team points. We
want to win this and bring home the
title.”

Nothing stopped Korzeneski in his
title bout with Pat Nevins (U). With a
6-5 lead in the third period,

Korzeneski reversed Nevins and put
him on his back for a 4:49 pin to claim
the crown.

There was no upset when it came to
Blue Devil Luke Hoerle, the 113-lb
UCT champ last year. As the top seed
at 120-lbs, Hoerle made easy work of
John Rohe (Su) with a pin in 3:42. He
then pinned Liam Grahl (U) in 2:49 to
face Chris Dalmau (R) for the title.
Hoerle began with a five-point bar-

rel-to-back takedown then added an
escape and another takedown to grab
his second UCT title with an 8-1
decision. Cougar Patrick Kalnins
placed third with a 3:50 fall over
Mike Forstenhausler (RP).

“It is my classic dump that I do. It
exposes the back most of the time.
Getting that four, five-point lead in
the beginning is definitely huge to

STRAVACH PULLS 10 RB; KLAG, KREUSSER 8 RB EACH

Blue Devils’ Defense Topples
Summit Lady B-Ballers, 40-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive instability was a prob-
lem for the Westfield High School
girls basketball team, so strong de-
fense was absolutely necessary and
fortunately for the home team, the
Blue Devils still had the key to lock
the door and shut out any successful
offensive assault from the Summit
Hilltoppers’ big guns in a 40-32 vic-
tory in Westfield on January 9. (On a

special note, this game and the boys’
game against Roselle that followed
was dedicated to the memory of
Maurice Boatwright, a 1999 WHS
graduate and basketball player who
tragically died in a automobile acci-
dent in July.)

The 7-3 Lady Blue Devils experi-
enced difficulty in their passing game
with numerous turnovers, which made
their offensive maneuvers a bit choppy.

“I don’t think we played well at all.

We never really got it going. We never
had any intensity. We were very
sloppy, a lot of turnovers. We are so
much better than this. We are lucky
we won,” Blue Devil senior Sam
Stravach expressed.

“I agree with Sam. This was not one
of our best games, particularly once
we get a little pressure, we get a little
nervous. They were doing a trap every
time we turned our heads. That’s when
we get a little sloppy but we can learn
from this. We have two days of prac-
tice before our next game against the
Patrick School. This is something that
we will focus on, boxing out and keep-
ing our passes,” Senior Lily Maz added.

But what really did work out well
for the Blue Devils was their ability to
control the boards and create turn-
overs themselves. Stravach led the
team with 10 rebounds, equally dis-
tributed between the offensive boards
and defensive boards, while adding a
block, four points and an assist.

“I always tell people to follow their
shots. A lot of people don’t follow
their shots, so I got used to figuring
out where the ball is going to go. I
always look to see where the ball is
going to go and it pays off when I get
that rebound,” Stravach explained.

Freshman Chloe Kreusser, who
scored seven points and had an assist,

ROONEY BUCKETS 21 PTS, KANE CONNECTS FOR 12 PTS

Basketball Blue Devils ‘Trap’
Visiting Roselle Rams, 61-35

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Griffin Rooney scored a game high
21 points to lead Westfield past
Roselle, 61-35, in a boys basketball
game played on January 8 at Westfield
High School. The win was the Blue
Devils’ fourth in their last five games
and evened their season mark at 4-4.
Roselle fell to 1-6 on the year.

“We got a great effort from our
players tonight,” said Westfield first-
year Head Coach Jim McKeon. “Our
bench did a great job for us. We were
able to go deep into our rotation and
keep throwing fresh players at them
and I really think that has helped us in
these games.”

The game did not start out well for
the Blue Devils as Roselle built a 5-0
lead. Westfield was having trouble
getting into their offense early against
the Rams’ tough defense. But McKeon
made a move midway through the
opening quarter that got things turned
around in a hurry for the home team.
The Blue Devils began throwing a
variety of different traps at the Roselle
offense after dead balls and made
baskets, and Roselle had no answer

for the strategy.
“We switched defenses somewhere

around that point,” said McKeon. “We
used some 2-2-1 looks and mixed it
with other traps and man defenses. It
seemed to confuse them and kept them
off balance. We got a lot of turnovers
that we were able to convert into

baskets and sometimes that is exactly
what you need to get your offense
going.”

The Blue Devils finally got on the
scoreboard after Tommy McGuire’s
drive through the lane cut it to 5-2
with 4:28 left in the first quarter. A

GOFF SINKS 32 PTs; PETGRAVE, DeMARINO 9 PTs EACH

Hornets Sting Cougars, 61-59,
In Boys Basketball Showdown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three pointers throughout and very
successful free throw shooting in the
fourth quarter opened the lane for the
Hanover Park High School Hornets
to overcome an 11-point halftime
deficit and make a bee line to a sting-
ing 61-59 victory over the hosting
Cranford Cougars on January 11. The
6-4 Hornets put in 10 3-pointers, in-
cluding two late in the fourth quarter
to put them in the lead.

“They were a good tough team.
They set hard screens. They shot re-
ally well today. They were banking in
some threes at the end too. When a
team like that can shoot, we got to put
some more pressure on and can’t get
hit by screens. It’s an unfortunate end
but both teams played hard today,”

Cougar Head Coach Sean Trotter said.
Although both teams finished with

nearly identical stats from the charity
line, free throws did play a crucial
role in deciding the game. The 3-5
Cougars were on fire from the line,
hitting all five of their free throws in
the first quarter that they won 16-10.
The quarter ended with sophomore
Arjun Petgrave’s 3-pointer. But the
well was dry in the second quarter as
the Cougars could sink only one of
six. The Cougars finished 13-for-21
from the line.

In the meantime, the Hornets hit
only 2-for-8 in the first half and were
0-for-2 in the third quarter but burned
in nine of 11 in the final quarter to
finish 11-for-21. Five of those nine
free throws were sunk by Alex
Malofienko, who led the team with 22

points, including three 3-pointers.
Frank Marinelli sank three of those
free throws and Kyle Junda (11 points,
including 2 3-pointers) sank the other
free throw.

Cougar senior Hunter Goff had an
outstanding game offensively and fin-
ished with a game-high 32 points.
While the Cougars were unable to hit
from the free throw line, Goff put in
15 points in the second quarter, which
included the last 11 points of a 13-0
run late in the quarter that gave the
Cougars a 36-25 lead at the half. Joe
Carrea, who finished with four points
and five rebounds, ignited the run
with a 2-pointer.

“He played really well. He’s one of
those seniors that we rely on to do
extra things for us. Today he played a
good game. It just didn’t happen to go
our way,” Coach Trotter said of Goff’s
performance.

Aware of the danger that Goff pre-
sented, the Hornets adjusted their
guarding strategy of Goff in second
half and were successful to limit him
to three points in the third quarter,
although he added six more points in
the final quarter.

“That’s what good teams do. When
you see one guy playing well, you got
to try to stop him and they did a good
job in the second half. We just have to
be less one dimensional and play of-
fense as a team,” Coach Trotter
stressed.

Petgrave and Dennis DeMarino,
who both finished with nine points,
contributed well throughout the game.
Petgrave pulled six rebounds and
added a steal, while DeMarino set up
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING CLOSELY...Blue Devil senior Sam Stravach sticks closely to
Hilltopper Olivia Lawlor, center, in Westfield on January 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRESSURING A RAM...Blue Devils Tommy McGuire, left, and Colin Freer,
right, put pressure on a Roselle Ram in Westfield on January 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT CHAMPION...Blue Devil Luke Hoerle, right, won the 120-lb title.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT CHAMPION...Cougar Jack Korzeneski, top, won the 138-lb title.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT CHAMPION...Blue Devil Tim Miller, top, won the 182-lb crown.
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BATTLE OF THE BEST...Blue Devil CJ Composto, facing, tries to work a
backdoor takedown on Panther Eddie Hummel in the 126-lb title bout. Trailing 4-
1, Hummel caught Composto in a head throw to claim the crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HIS MOVE...Cougar Hunter Goff, No. 1, makes his move to the basket
against the Hornets. Goff had plenty of great moves and scored 32 points.
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