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Whether Your Real Estate Needs are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready to Assist You 

Every Step of the Way.

Extraordinary Professionals. 

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EXHAUSTED...Firefighters cross the finish line after running the Cranford
Firecracker 4 Miler race on the Fourth of July in full gear.

Courtesy of Paul Mecca
SERIOUS ACCIDENT...The drivers of a Toyota Camry and a pickup truck were
seriously injured and traffic was tied up for hours following a motor vehicle
accident in the eastbound lanes of Route 22 near the intersection of Lawrence
Avenue.

Courtesy of Bruce Paterson
GOING, GOING, GONE...Work crews begin the demolition of the former Casale
factory on South Avenue in Garwood to make room for a 297-unit apartment
complex.

Courtesy of Kim Haley
READY TO DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY...Roosevelt Intermediate School students in Westfield gather for their school’s
pre-formal eighth-grade dance.

Second Half 2018, June Through November: Scotch Plains Endorses
Downtown Redevelopment Plan; Malinowski Defeats Lance In 7th Dist.

JUNE
Westfield

After several women came forward
to say that former Westfield High
School English teacher Marc
Silbergeld engaged in inappropriate
behavior with them while they were
his students, Mr. Silbergeld resigned
from his present teaching position in
Telluride, Colo.

Mayor Shelley Brindle and
Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo
met to walk through the installation
of the ice rink that would be set up in
the fall at Gumbert Park and remain
open through most of the winter, ad-
dress concerns, and explain the per-
mits and improvements to the park.

An appellate court failed to deliver
a decision on the court case that was
delaying the planned $3-million reno-
vation of Kehler Stadium. After a bid
was accepted from Your Way Con-
struction of Irvington to carry out the
massive overhaul of the stadium, the
third-place finisher in the bidding,
H&S Construction and Mechanical,
Inc. of Elizabeth, took legal action
against the board of education, claim-
ing the winning bid was invalid.

A municipal judge dismissed a ha-
rassment complaint filed by former
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky last
fall against another town resident.

Scotch Plains
The Downtown Redevelopment

Committee launched a visual prefer-
ence survey aimed at gathering input
from the community on architectural
themes that are preferred in the down-
town area.

At a town-hall meeting, State Sena-
tor Holly Schepisi (R-39th,
Westwood) said towns in New Jersey
are being “crushed” by court-imposed
affordable-housing mandates and
urged residents to become involved
and press legislators to take action to
avoid overbuilding that she said is
making the state an increasingly
unaffordable place to live.

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones an-
nounced his resignation from the town-
ship council due to he and his family
relocating out of state over the summer.

Mayor Alexander Smith intimated
that visible progress on redevelop-
ment in the downtown would not be
evident until after a new facility has
been built elsewhere in town for the
police and north-side fire headquar-
ters and the rescue squad.

The planning board approved a re-
port declaring the Parker Gardens
property on Terrill Road as an Area in
Need of Redevelopment, clearing the
first hurdle in turning the 13.5-acre
property into an apartment and condo
development that would help the
township meet its affordable-housing
obligations.

Fanwood
The borough looked to renew three

shared-service agreements, one with
Union County pertaining to dispatch-
ing services, another with Garwood
to share Department of Public Works
Director Clint Dicksen through Au-
gust 1, 2021, and a third with Scotch
Plains to utilize Mr. Dicksen’s services.

Garwood
Councilwoman Sara Todisco de-

feated first-term incumbent Mayor
Charles Lombardo in the Democratic
Primary. She would face Republican
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro in the
November election.

Russo Development held a town-
hall meeting to address residents’ con-
cerns regarding public safety during
the Petro/Casale building demolition
on South Avenue and subsequent
cleanup.

Councilman Joseph Sarno resigned
from the borough council after mov-
ing to Scotch Plains and was replaced
by Stephanie Bianco.

Mayor Lombardo said he and Po-
lice Chief James Wright met with
Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle to
discuss the Gumbert Park temporary
ice-hockey rink and residents’ con-
cerns about the rink’s impact on the
surrounding neighborhood.

Cranford
It was announced that funds left in

the township coffers for 10 years that
were never used to repay a bond for
the Flagpole Fund would be split be-
tween maintaining the newly-restored
flagpole at Eastman Plaza and for the
Downtown Management
Corporation’s improvement to pub-
lic spaces.

A group of Cranford High School
seniors asked the board of education
to maintain an open campus at the
high school for the upcoming school
year for the class of 2019.

Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli addressed a

lawsuit filed by five Mountainside
police officers and a dispatcher against
the police department alleging a hos-
tile work environment. The mayor
said the allegations did not reflect the
community’s values and assured the
public that the borough council was
evaluating all the issues that have
come to light and said an independent
attorney was hired to investigate the
allegations.

The council heard from dozens of
residents who expressed concerns over
a loss of trust in the police department,
the community’s damaged reputation
and the potential impact of legal fees
on property values and tax rates.

Regional
The Union County Freeholder

Board swore in Rebecca Williams of
Plainfield as its newest member. She
replaced Linda Carter, who resigned
after being appointed to the 22nd
Legislative District Assembly seat
held by the late Jerry Green.

The Freeholders approved a $244,000
architectural contract for the renovation
and reconfiguration of the Union County
Clerk’s office in Elizabeth.

JULY
Westfield

A group of residents who live adja-
cent to Gumbert Park formed the
Gumbert Park Neighborhood Coali-
tion to collectively oppose the con-
struction of an ice rink at the park.

It was announced that the town’s
bulky waste curbside pickup program in
the fall would cost $185 per household.

A protest filed by one of the ven-
dors who bid on the contract for the
renovation of Kehler Stadium was
denied by an Appellate Court, clear-
ing the way for work on the stadium to
begin next spring.

Scotch Plains
More than 2,100 respondents,

mostly township residents, took part
in a survey designed to get input
about architectural styles for the
downtown business district, and the
clear preference among the six op-
tions was a design that looks like
Princeton’s downtown.

Mayor Smith said the formal plan
for the first phase of downtown rede-

velopment would be ready by the
next month and promised that it would
be a “bold plan” for transforming the
central business district.

Andrew Bondarowicz was ap-
pointed to the township council to fill
out the remaining five months of the
term of Mr. Jones, who resigned his
position to relocate out of state.

Mayor Smith told a State Legisla-
tive committee that “the time is now
for the State Legislature to take the
lead on fixing affordable housing.”

Fanwood
The borough council adopted the

2018 municipal budget of $9.932 mil-
lion, with municipal property taxes
remaining at last year’s rate.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the addi-
tional $396,000 in state aid that would
be received by the board of education
should go toward reducing the prop-
erty tax levy for residents.

Garwood
At a town hall-style meeting held to

allow borough residents to gather in-
sight and ask questions regarding the
Paperboard redevelopment project,
redevelopment attorney William
Northgrave said that no more than
124 rental units would be developed
at the North Avenue site.

Cranford
A 39-percent increase in the student

population could result from the con-
struction of 905 apartments at 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, a board of education-funded
study by Ross and Haber found.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) held a
town-hall meeting on July 9 at The
Kilkenny House to discuss the impact of
state-imposed, high-density affordable
housing on communities like Cranford.

The Cranford school district was
one of 12 New Jersey school districts
named in a lawsuit filed by the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of New Jer-
sey protesting its enrollment policies.

Mountainside
Mayor Mirabelli and the borough

council updated residents on the status
of the lawsuit filed in May by five
members of the Mountainside Police
Department as well as a part-time em-
ployee that alleges sexist, racist and
homophobic conduct by several mem-
bers of the department. The mayor said
the borough had filed disciplinary pro-
ceedings against one of the officers,
Thomas Murphy, who had been sus-
pended without pay. In addition, Police
Chief Alan Attanasio and Detective
Sergeant Andrew Huber submitted their
retirement papers to the New Jersey
Division of Pension and Benefits.

Regional
The Union County Freeholder

Board settled a lawsuit for $400,000
that was brought by four teachers
employed by the Westfield-based
Union County Educational Services
Commission against the county re-
garding working conditions at the
Union County Juvenile Detention
Center in Linden where they taught
juveniles held in custody.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority was expected to file a lawsuit
against the state regarding a new law that
requires certain state oversight of bud-

gets of regional sewerage authorities.
AUGUST
Westfield

Mayor Shelley Brindle announced
that Police Chief David Wayman
would be retiring and that Captain
Chris Battiloro would be appointed
acting police chief.

The planning board approved plans
for a three-story development on
South Avenue adjacent to the traffic
circle — called the “Circle Plaza of
Westfield” — that would consist of
30 apartments above retail and com-
mercial space on the ground floor.

Members of the board of health
discussed the possible negative health

impacts if residents elected to reduce
their garbage pickup from twice
weekly to once a week.

Scotch Plains
The township council enacted an

ordinance setting out standards for
keeping chickens on residential
properties. Residents would be per-
mitted to keep up to six chickens on
their property and would be required
to confine them to a house or coop
not more than 100 square feet in
size.

Mayor Alexander Smith said he
hoped the downtown redevelopment
committee would approve the Phase
1 redevelopment plan at its Septem-
ber meeting and that the township
council would then give its assent to
the plan at its meeting the following
week, meaning developers could then
be solicited to submit actual propos-
als.

Fanwood
George Weiss, who made commu-

nity television for Fanwood possible
for more than 20 years, died in Vir-
ginia. He and his friend, Joe Nagy,
were approached in the early 1990s
about running Fanwood’s new com-
munity television station. Before his
retirement in 2014, Mr. Weiss was
Fanwood’s chief videographer, edi-
tor and television producer.

The borough council unanimously
passed resolutions to replace the fenc-
ing at the skate park at Forest Road
Park and to upgrade restrooms at
borough parks.

The recreation commission dis-
cussed a proposal from borough resi-
dent Carol Chimento to add a
pickleball court at La Grande Park.
Pickleball is a paddle sport that com-
bines elements of badminton, tennis
and table tennis.

Garwood
The planning board endorsed the

Garwood Paperboard (75 North Av-
enue) redevelopment plan. Project
manager Michael Mistretta of Har-
bor Consultants stated the 4.5-acre
site’s redevelopment would include a
“one-building, 124-unit inclusionary
housing development” in keeping with
the borough’s affordable-housing ob-
ligations set forth in the borough’s
court settlement agreement.

New Jersey American Water field
operations manager Michael Bange
told the borough council that the util-
ity had invested more than $3 million
into rehabilitating more than 13,000
feet of water lines in Garwood.

Cranford
The township committee an-

nounced that it is establishing a sub-
committee to evaluate the North and
South Avenue redevelopment projects
in neighboring Garwood and to pro-
vide a formal analysis of issues that
the redevelopment may cause.

The township committee enacted
an ordinance designating the Sunny
Acres neighborhood as Cranford’s
first historic district.

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency awarded a $1,668,563
Flood Mitigation Award grant to the
township for a 2017 application to
fund the elevation of six flood-prone
homes.

Mountainside
At a borough council meeting, sev-

eral residents questioned the recently-
announced settlement with former Po-
lice Chief Attanasio and Detective Ser-
geant Huber. All of their comments
and concerns focused on when Mayor
Mirabelli and the members of the coun-
cil knew about the officers’ miscon-
duct and why they did not take action
earlier.
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Mount Saint Mary

ACADEMY

Successful Journeys Begin Here

Are you still searching for
a high school for your daughter? 

We would like to introduce the Mount to you. 
Eighth grade parents are invited to attend.

COFFEE & CONVERSATION

with Director of Admissions

1645 US HWY 22 at Terrill Road, Watchung, NJ 07069

www. mountsaintmary.org • 908.757.0108

Donna Venezia Toryak 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

9:30 am

RSVP is required: dtoryak@mountsaintmary.org.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SIGNS OF FALL...AppleFest at the Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center
offered food, music, games and tours of the house.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
4 CENTURIES IN A WEEKEND...Scarecrows of historical figures by Deerfield
School fifth graders greet visitors to Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House during Union County’s Four Centuries in a Weekend.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONGRESSMAN-ELECT...Congressman-elect for the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict Tom Malinowski, a Democrat, celebrates his victory over five-term Repub-
lican Congressman Leonard Lance.

Regional
Due to the significant increase in deer

sightings throughout the county, the
Union County Freeholders approved a
new deer hunt through the use of archery
equipment.

The Freeholder Board introduced
a $46.6-million capital bond ordi-
nance to finance the purchase of a
variety of items ranging from new
voting machines to improvements to
roads and county parks.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

Mayor Brindle met with the police
chiefs of Summit and Springfield to
discuss Westfield’s search for a per-
manent police chief. She said the town
was searching for a chief with “un-
questionable character and
integrity...with an emphasis on com-
munity policing.”

In the face of neighborhood opposi-
tion, work started on the installation of
a full-size ice rink on a basketball court
next to the Gumbert Park baseball field.

The Westfield Baseball League
asked the recreation commission to
support the installation of turf infields
at both Gumbert and Memorial Parks
as part of the Parks Master Plan.

Jim McCutcheon, president of the
Friends of Westfield Track, told the
board of education that plans to start
the renovations to Kehler Stadium
early in 2019 would have an “incred-
ibly disruptive effect” on track and
field athletes.

Scotch Plains
The township council would dis-

cuss further a proposed ordinance
regulating food truck operations be-
fore taking any formal action.

To a round of applause from the
handful of residents, property own-
ers and members of the downtown
redevelopment committee in atten-
dance, the township council gave its
formal endorsement to a redevelop-
ment plan for the public properties
in the central business district, for-
mally launching an effort that will
result in about 48,000 square feet of
new retail and office space, more
than 1,400 new parking spots and
177 new housing units, 35 of which
will be set aside as affordable-hous-
ing units as part of the township’s
court settlement with builders.

The planning board took several
steps toward satisfying the township’s
affordable-housing obligations when
it formally incorporated two proper-
ties slated for housing into the master
plan and also declared the Bowcraft
Amusement Park site as an Area in
Need of Redevelopment.

Fanwood
With September being designated

as National Suicide Prevention

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Year in Review
Month, Mayor Colleen Mahr and
borough council members invited
Dianne Grossman to speak at a coun-
cil meeting. Mrs. Grossman, of
Rockaway, is the founder of Mallory’s
Army and the mother of Mallory
Grossman, who took her own life last
year as a result of bullying.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky the recreation commission
that he had contacted Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s tennis coach
to seek permission to paint lines on
the La Grande Park tennis courts for
pickleball, a move that was approved
as long as the new lines were painted
a different color than the tennis courts.
Mr. Budiansky said the other option
was to replace the Forest Road Park
handball court with a pickleball court.

Garwood
Councilwomen Sara Todisco and

Stephanie Bianco addressed the
Gumbert Park temporary ice rink con-
struction and its impact on the sur-
rounding Garwood neighborhood,
asking that an official letter signed by
Mayor Charles Lombardo and every
council member be sent to Westfield
addressing the residents’ and borough
council’s dissatisfaction with the ice
rink. “Garwood does not want to see
this rink for more than one year,” Ms.
Bianco said.

Cranford
A professional planner spoke to the

planning board on behalf of Hartz
Mountain Industries to provide his
opinion on why rezoning the 15-acre
commercial property at 750 Walnut
Avenue to a residential zone met the
criteria specified in the New Jersey
statutes. Hartz wants to develop the
site at 30 units per acre, and the plan-
ner said that more recent develop-
ments in Cranford, such as Riverfront
at Cranford Station, Cranford Cross-
ing and Woodmont Station, all had,
on average, 39 units per acre. The
planning board disagreed with the
comparison, noting that those apart-
ment buildings are located in the
downtown and are accessible to the
train station while the Walnut Avenue
site is a significant distance from
downtown and the train station.

Traffic in and out of 750 Walnut
Avenue is projected to see 447 vehicles
coming in and out of the property dur-
ing the peak morning hour of 7:30 a.m.
to 8:30 a.m., said Hartz’s traffic engi-
neer at a planning board meeting.

Mountainside
Borough Attorney John Post told

the borough council that the law firm
that handles the municipality’s labor
and employment matters had recom-
mended the appointment of Robert
A. Verry as the hearing officer for the
disciplinary proceeding involving

former Officer Thomas Murphy, one
of the defendants in a lawsuit filed
earlier in the year by five members of
the Mountainside Police Department
and a part-time employee.

The borough Republican Commit-
tee announced that Rachel Pater would
join Councilman Robert Messler on the
ballot in November’s municipal elec-
tion for borough council in the fall. She
replaced Councilwoman Wendy Fech-
Caccamo, who withdrew from the race
due to health concerns. Later in the
month, Ms. Fech-Caccamo resigned
her seat and was replaced by Ms. Pater.

Regional
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders and the Union County Im-
provement Authority joined with fed-
eral, state and local officials, including
Governor Phil Murphy, to dedicate the
former Park Madison government com-
plex in Plainfield as the Assemblyman
Gerald B. Green Plaza in honor of the
late Plainfield resident.

A number of residents spoke at the
freeholder board meeting about their
opposition to this fall’s planned deer
bow hunt in county parks. The pro-
gram was an addition to the shotgun
hunt to be held from January to March.

OCTOBER
Westfield

The health board unanimously
agreed that it would support an ordi-
nance at minimum designating a
smoking area or banning smoking
from municipal-sponsored events
such as street fairs.

Stunned silence from a room packed
with athletes and their parents greeted
a decision by the board of education
to start the renovation of Kehler Sta-
dium halfway through the 2019 spring
track and field season. Work on the
multi-million-dollar renovation
project was originally due to start on
May 8, but was delayed after the
company that placed third in the bids
for the contract launched a legal ob-
jection to the winning bid.

A string of home burglaries on Elm
Street occurred over a weekend.

The managers of four Westfield mas-
sage parlors were arrested and charged
with offering clients sexual acts for cash.

Westfield was selected as the first
Union County town to use the county’s
new voting machines.

Three ordinances were introduced
that would amend ordinances pertain-
ing to the central business district
(CBD). The first establishes commer-
cial use of rooftops, ground-level pa-
tios as places for eating and drinking;
and to remove the prohibition on the
sale of food for beverages to be served
or consumed on the premises, but out-
side the confines of a building. The
second ordinance sets  rules for safety,
noise, tables, umbrellas and other ac-
cessories. The third amends parking
requirements by giving the planner and
the zoning officer authority to grant
parking waivers to lessen the strain of
parking variance requests that go be-
fore the planning and zoning boards.

Cranford
A detailed presentation was given

at a board of education meeting re-
garding the idea of reorganizing the
schools in Cranford. In the re-imag-
ining plan, Superintendent Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., stated that full-day kin-

dergarten could be offered to four
district schools that could be made
into grade K-2 schools and would
include Bloomingdale Avenue
School, Walnut Avenue School,
Brookside Place School, which would
no longer be a grade K-5 school, and
Livingston Avenue School, which
would be changed from a grade 3-5
school to a K-2 school. Mr. Rubin
said one school for grades 3 to 5
could then be offered for Cranford
students at the Orange Avenue School,
and an Upper Middle School for
grades 6 through 8 could be offered at
Hillside Avenue School.

Scotch Plains
The township council passed a reso-

lution declaring the Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park as a Non-Condemnation
Area in Need of Redevelopment and
directed Harbor Consultants to pre-
pare a draft redevelopment plan for
the 12.6-acre property.

Laquan Leon Williams, 27, was ar-
rested on September 18 for the stabbing
death of Summer Robinson, 19. The
victim was a 2016 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) graduate and was
a former member of the College of
Wooster women’s track team in Ohio.

Students, community leaders and
about 200 residents crowded the audi-
torium at SPFHS to address issues re-
lated to the spray-painting of racist and
anti-Semitic graffiti at the high school.

In advance of a compliance hear-
ing pertaining to the township’s af-
fordable-housing settlement, the
township council gave its formal ap-
proval to an amendment to the
township’s master plan by backing a
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan.

Scotch Plains Councilwoman Rose
Checchio was remembered by friends
and colleagues for her courage and her
devotion to the community. Mrs.
Checchio passed away October 21 after
battling cancer for more than three years.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said some

residents had asked about the ongo-
ing dialogue between NJ Transit and
the borough’s leaders to add more
morning and afternoon trips to the
city. Four more trips in the morning
and four more trips in the afternoon
were specifically suggested.

Garwood
Police Chief James Wright hon-

ored 14 Garwood officers and emer-
gency dispatchers with the first “Valor
Awards” since 2012.

The planning board approved the
redevelopment for 55 South Avenue.

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus held their annual Columbus Day
Dinner honoring Police Captain Dou-
glas Stoffer as Policeman of the Year,
former Chief Len Spina as Fireman of
the Year and Luciane Raibin as Emer-
gency Medical Technician of the Year.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D., said more than half of Garwood’s
students in grades 3 through 8 met or
exceeded expectations in the PARCC
(Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers) testing.

Mountainside
In regards to a sexual-harassment

lawsuit filed last May, known as
Stinner v Borough of Mountainside,
State Superior Court Judge Camille
Kenny granted the borough’s motion

to dismiss the retaliation claims of
three of the five plaintiffs, and or-
dered counsel for the plaintiffs to file
an amended complaint without many
of the extraneous allegations.

Regional
The Union County Freeholders

took the first step towards closing the
county’s 10-year-old, 76-bed juve-
nile detention center by approving an
agreement with Essex County to send
youth offenders to the neighboring
county’s facility in Newark. The
Union County detention center will
close effective February 28, 2019.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

Board of Education President
Gretchan R. Ohlig was reelected along
with incumbent Charles Ostroff, while
newcomer Tara Oporto won the third
open seat on the board, defeating in-
cumbent Robert Garrison and new-
comers Dennis Cariello and Simon
Cirasa.

Councilman Frank Arena and Coun-
cilwoman Jo Ann Neylan voted against
a resolution that would appropriate
$99,500 to retain professional services
for the development of a parks and
recreation strategic plan.

The Westfield High School televi-
sion studio and two of the intermedi-
ate schools’ oldest bathrooms are to
be renovated and the lobbies of the
middle schools upgraded during the
summer of 2019.

A 16-year-old male juvenile was
arrested in connection to the burglar-
ies that occurred on the north side of
town during the overnight hours.

The Historic Preservation Com-
mission (HPC) said it would send out
a targeted mailing to homeowners
whose homes can be designated as
historic.

Cranford
Union County College (UCC)

signed a land lease with Verizon Wire-
less to erect a 130-foot monopole on
its Cranford campus. A group of
Cranford residents expressed fears to
the Union County Freeholders that
the pole would decrease property
values.

Superintendent of Schools, Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., addressed questions
about the threat made to Orange Av-
enue School on November 2 after
Matthew Acosta, 33, of Kenilworth, a
teacher at Orange Avenue School,
appeared in state Superior Court to
face charges for allegedly making
terroristic threats against the school.

Tensions rose quickly at a board of
education meeting when the discus-
sion turned to the Reimagining plan
that has been proposed by Superin-
tendent Rubin and the Cranford BOE.

In an attempt to negotiate the town-
ship obligation for affordable hous-
ing with the Fair Share Housing Cen-
ter (FSHC), on November 20, the
township’s affordable-housing attor-
ney, Jeffrey Surenian and Associates,
filed a declaratory judgment action
on behalf of the township.

The township sought to extend im-
munity from builder’s remedy law-
suits past December 31, 2018 so that
it could enter into a settlement with
FSHC concerning the township’s ob-
ligation for affordable housing.

The township committee voted unani-

mously to pass on second reading an
ordinance in connection with the pro-
posed Verizon cellular tower on the site
of Union County College (UCC). The
ordinance amends the Cranford code to
allow the township to have more say in
which sites are chosen.

Garwood
Democratic candidate Council-

woman Sara Todisco was elected as
the youngest mayor in Garwood’s his-
tory and third female mayor in
Garwood’s history. She  defeated Re-
publican Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro. Democrats Sean Benoit and
Michael Ince defeated Republican
Councilwoman Stephanie Bianco and
board of education member Sal Piarulli
in the race for two council seats.

The planning board unanimously
approved the South Avenue II site
plan for 72 apartments.

The borough council decided not to
move forward with proposing a simi-
lar resolution or following Jackson
Township’s resolution, which would
declare Garwood a non-sanctuary city.

Mountainside
Republican borough council mem-

bers Robert Messler and Rachel Pater
defeated Democrats Anjali Mehrotra and
Ileana Montes in a hotly-contested race
for two seats on the governing body.

Scotch Plains
Democrats Elizabeth Stamler, Josh

Losardo and Roshan White easily
defeated Republicans Andrew
Bondarowicz, Jeff Kowalczyk and
Sonali Dalvi to give the Democrats
their first council majority since 2015.

Ms. Stamler was sworn in as a
member of the township council to
fill out the remaining weeks of the
term of Councilwoman Rose
Checchio, who died on October 21.

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
endorsed two reports concluding that
two properties  — Snuffy’s Pantagis
property and two contiguous lots on
Jerusalem Road — met the criteria to
be declared Areas in Need of Rede-
velopment, a move that would give
the municipal government more con-
trol over how those properties could
be redeveloped in coming years.

The planning board endorsed a re-
development plan for the former
Parker Gardens property on Terrill
Road. Plans for the 13.5-acre prop-
erty include five apartment buildings
containing 181 units and seven
townhouses with 47 units.

Redevelopment coordinator Thomas
Strowe said developers from as far
away as California, Ohio and Florida
have contacted him to express interest
in the town’s redevelopment project.

Fanwood
Democrat incumbents Erin McElroy

Barker and Patricia Walsh won two
open seats on the borough council.

The Fanwood community mourned
the death of Kathryn M. Schurtz, 35, and
her fiancé, Joseph D. Kearney, who were
killed in a crash on Route 78 in Pennsyl-
vania while driving to their wedding.

After noting successful Veterans Day
events, Mayor Colleen Mahr spoke
about supporting local businesses. The
“Hometown Heroes” banner program
was launched to recognize those vet-
erans (living and deceased) and active
military personnel who live or had
lived in Scotch Plains or Fanwood.

Regional
The Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders approved $1.1 mil-
lion in grants from the Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund for park projects as well
as planting of trees.

Democrat Tom Malinowski de-
feated incumbent Republican Leonard
Lance in a tight race for the 7th Con-
gressional District. Incumbent Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th) was reelected to another term.

Democrats Al Mirabella of Fanwood,
Kimberly Mouded of Westfield and
Andrea Staten of Roselle defeated Re-
publicans, former Garwood mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, former
Garwood councilman Joseph Sarno of
Scotch Plains and Peter Kane of Sum-
mit in the Union County Freeholder
race. Rebecca Williams of Plainfield
defeated Peter Lijoi of Summit for a
one-year unexpired seat.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PIZZA GALORE...Ladies Night Out in Fanwood featured pizza from Nick’s,
sweets from Railside Café, and soul food from Savory Selections, as well as other
food and wine offered to attendees. The Fanwood Plaza was filled with vendors
offering myriad items and services for women and the whole family. The event was
sponsored by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN...A family throws around a beach ball prior to the start of
fireworks leading up to Independence Day at the Scotch Hills Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Thomas Strowe/Township of Scotch Plains
REFORM NEEDED...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, pictured at right, testifies
in Trenton in favor of affordable-housing reform at the Assembly Housing and
Community Development Committee hearing.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIREFIGHTER FASCINATION...Kids are always fascinated by fire trucks,
even if they're just being washed, as was the pumper truck at the Scotch Plains
firehouse.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT CROWD...The annual St. Bartholomew/UNICO
Italian Festival once again drew thousands during the Labor Day weekend. The
four-day festival included food vendors, rides, music and fun for the entire family
and draws people from all over the state.

Second Half 2018, June Through November: Scotch Plains Endorses
Downtown Redevelopment Plan; Malinowski Defeats Lance In 7th Dist.

JUNE
Westfield

After several women came forward
to say that former Westfield High
School English teacher Marc Silbergeld
engaged in inappropriate behavior with
them while they were his students, Mr.
Silbergeld resigned from his present
teaching position in Telluride, Colo.

Mayor Shelley Brindle and Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo met to walk
through the installation of the ice rink
that would be set up in the fall at
Gumbert Park and remain open through
most of the winter, address concerns,
and explain the permits and improve-
ments to the park.

An appellate court failed to deliver a
decision on the court case that was
delaying the planned $3-million reno-
vation of Kehler Stadium. After a bid
was accepted from Your Way Con-
struction of Irvington to carry out the
massive overhaul of the stadium, the
third-place finisher in the bidding, H&S
Construction and Mechanical, Inc. of
Elizabeth, took legal action against the
board of education, claiming the win-
ning bid was invalid.

A municipal judge dismissed a ha-
rassment complaint filed by former
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky last
fall against another town resident.

Scotch Plains
The Downtown Redevelopment Com-

mittee launched a visual preference sur-
vey aimed at gathering input from the
community on architectural themes that
are preferred in the downtown area.

At a town-hall meeting, State Sena-
tor Holly Schepisi (R-39th, Westwood)
said towns in New Jersey are being
“crushed” by court-imposed afford-
able- housing mandates and urged resi-
dents to become involved and press
legislators to take action to avoid over-
building that she said is making the
state an increasingly unaffordable place
to live.

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones an-
nounced his resignation from the town-
ship council due to he and his family
relocating out of state over the summer.

Mayor Alexander Smith intimated
that visible progress on redevelopment

in the downtown would not be evident
until after a new facility has been built
elsewhere in town for the police and
north-side fire headquarters and the
rescue squad.

The planning board approved a report
declaring the Parker Gardens property
on Terrill Road as an Area in Need of
Redevelopment, clearing the first hurdle
in turning the 13.5-acre property into an
apartment and condo development that
would help the township meet its afford-
able-housing obligations.

Fanwood
The borough looked to renew three

shared-service agreements, one with
Union County pertaining to dispatch-
ing services, another with Garwood to
share Department of Public Works Di-
rector Clint Dicksen through August 1,
2021, and a third with Scotch Plains to
utilize Mr. Dicksen’s services.

Garwood
Councilwoman Sara Todisco de-

feated first-term incumbent Mayor
Charles Lombardo in the Democratic
Primary. She would face Republican
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro in the
November election.

Russo Development held a town-
hall meeting to address residents’ con-
cerns regarding public safety during
the Petro/Casale building demolition
on South Avenue and subsequent
cleanup.

Councilman Joseph Sarno resigned
from the borough council after moving
to Scotch Plains and was replaced by
Stephanie Bianco.

Mayor Lombardo said he and Police
Chief James Wright met with Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle to discuss the
Gumbert Park temporary ice-hockey
rink and residents’ concerns about the
rink’s impact on the surrounding neigh-
borhood.

Cranford
It was announced that funds left in

the township coffers for 10 years that
were never used to repay a bond for the
Flagpole Fund would be split between
maintaining the newly-restored flagpole
at Eastman Plaza and for the Downtown
Management Corporation’s improve-
ment to public spaces.

A group of Cranford High School
seniors asked the board of education to
maintain an open campus at the high
school for the upcoming school year
for the class of 2019.

Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli addressed a law-

suit filed by five Mountainside police
officers and a dispatcher against the po-
lice department alleging a hostile work
environment. The mayor said the allega-
tions did not reflect the community’s
values and assured the public that the
borough council was evaluating all the
issues that have come to light and said an
independent attorney was hired to inves-
tigate the allegations.

The council heard from dozens of
residents who expressed concerns over
a loss of trust in the police department,
the community’s damaged reputation
and the potential impact of legal fees on
property values and tax rates.

Regional
The Union County Freeholder Board

swore in Rebecca Williams of Plainfield
as its newest member. She replaced
Linda Carter, who resigned after being
appointed to the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict Assembly seat held by the late
Jerry Green.

The Freeholders approved a $244,000
architectural contract for the renovation
and reconfiguration of the Union County
Clerk’s office in Elizabeth.

JULY
Westfield

A group of residents who live adja-
cent to Gumbert Park have formed the
Gumbert Park Neighborhood Coali-
tion to collectively oppose the con-
struction of an ice rink at the park.

It was announced that the town’s
bulky waste curbside pickup program in
the fall would cost $185 per household.

A protest filed by one of the vendors
who bid on the contract for the renova-
tion of Kehler Stadium was denied by
an Appellate Court, clearing the way
for work on the stadium to begin next
spring.

Scotch Plains
More than 2,100 respondents, mostly

township residents, took part in a sur-
vey designed to get input about archi-
tectural styles for the downtown busi-
ness district, and the clear preference
among the six options was a design that
looks like Princeton’s downtown.

Mayor Smith said the formal plan
for the first phase of downtown rede-
velopment would be ready by the next
month and promised that it would be a
“bold plan” for transforming the cen-
tral business district.

Andrew Bondarowicz was appointed
to the township council to fill out the
remaining five months of the term of
Mr. Jones, who resigned his position to
relocate out of state.

Mayor Smith told a State Legislative
committee that “the time is now for the
State Legislature to take the lead on
fixing affordable housing.”

Fanwood
The borough council adopted the

2018 municipal budget of $9.932 mil-
lion, with municipal property taxes re-
maining at last year’s rate.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the addi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

tional $396,000 in state aid that would
be received by the board of education
should go toward reducing the prop-
erty tax levy for residents.

Garwood
At a town hall-style meeting held to

allow borough residents to gather in-
sight and ask questions regarding the
Paperboard redevelopment project, re-
development attorney William
Northgrave said that no more than 124
rental units would be developed at the
North Avenue site.

Cranford
A 39-percent increase in the student

population could result from the con-
struction of 905 apartments at 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, a board of education-funded
study by Ross and Haber found.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) held a town-
hall meeting on July 9 at The Kilkenny
House to discuss the impact of state-
imposed, high-density affordable hous-
ing on communities like Cranford.

The Cranford school district was one
of 12 New Jersey school districts named
in a lawsuit filed by the American Civil
Liberties Union of New Jersey protest-
ing its enrollment policies.

Mountainside
Mayor Mirabelli and the borough coun-

cil updated residents on the status of the
lawsuit filed in May by five members of
the Mountainside Police Department as
well as a part-time employee that alleges
sexist, racist and homophobic conduct
by several members of the department.
The mayor said the borough had filed
disciplinary proceedings against one of
the officers, Thomas Murphy, who had
been suspended without pay. In addition,
Police Chief Alan Attanasio and Detec-
tive Sergeant Andrew Huber submitted
their retirement papers to the New Jersey
Division of Pensions and Benefits.

Regional
The Union County Freeholder Board

settled a lawsuit for $400,000 that was
brought by four teachers employed by
the Westfield-based Union County
Educational Services Commission
against the county regarding working
conditions at the Union County Juve-
nile Detention Center in Linden where
they taught juveniles held in custody.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity was expected to file a lawsuit against
the state regarding a new law that requires
certain state oversight of budgets of re-
gional sewerage authorities.

AUGUST
Westfield

Mayor Shelley Brindle announced
that Police Chief David Wayman would
be retiring and that Captain Chris
Battiloro would be appointed acting
police chief.

The planning board approved plans
for a three-story development on South
Avenue adjacent to the traffic circle —
called the “Circle Plaza of Westfield”
— that would consist of 30 apartments
above retail and commercial space on
the ground floor.

Members of the board of health dis-
cussed the possible negative health
impacts if residents elected to reduce
their garbage pickup from twice weekly
to once a week.

Scotch Plains
The township council enacted an

ordinance setting out standards for
keeping chickens on residential prop-
erties. Residents would be permitted to
keep up to six chickens on their prop-
erty and would be required to confine
them to a house or coop not more than
100 square feet in size.

Mayor Smith said he hoped the down-
town redevelopment committee would
approve the Phase 1 redevelopment
plan at its September meeting and that
the township council would then give
its assent to the plan at its meeting the
following week, meaning developers
could then be solicited to submit actual
proposals.

Fanwood
George Weiss, who made commu-

nity television for Fanwood possible
for more than 20 years, died in Vir-
ginia. He and his friend, Joe Nagy,
were approached in the early 1990s
about running Fanwood’s new com-
munity television station. Before his
retirement in 2014, Mr. Weiss was
Fanwood’s chief videographer, editor
and television producer.

The borough council unanimously
passed resolutions to replace the fenc-
ing at the skate park at Forest Road
Park and to upgrade restrooms at bor-
ough parks.

The recreation commission dis-
cussed a proposal from borough resi-
dent Carol Chimento to add a pickleball
court at La Grande Park. Pickleball is
a paddle sport that combines elements
of badminton, tennis and table tennis.

Garwood
The planning board endorsed the

Garwood Paperboard (75 North Av-
enue) redevelopment plan. Project
manager Michael Mistretta of Harbor
Consultants stated the 4.5-acre site’s

redevelopment would include a “one-
building, 124-unit inclusionary hous-
ing development” in keeping with the
borough’s affordable-housing obliga-
tions set forth in the borough’s court
settlement agreement.

New Jersey American Water field
operations manager Michael Bange told
the borough council that the utility had
invested more than $3 million into re-
habilitating more than 13,000 feet of
water lines in Garwood.

Cranford
The township committee announced

that it is establishing a subcommittee
to evaluate the North and South Av-
enue redevelopment projects in neigh-
boring Garwood and to provide a for-
mal analysis of issues that the redevel-
opment may cause.

The township committee enacted an
ordinance designating the Sunny Acres
neighborhood as Cranford’s first his-
toric district.

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency awarded a $1,668,563
Flood Mitigation Award grant to the town-
ship for a 2017 application to fund the
elevation of six flood-prone homes.

Mountainside
At a borough council meeting, sev-

eral residents questioned the recently-
announced settlement with former Po-
lice Chief Attanasio and Detective Ser-
geant Huber. All of their comments and
concerns focused on when Mayor
Mirabelli and the members of the coun-
cil knew about the officers’ misconduct
and why they did not take action earlier.

Regional
Due to the significant increase in deer

sightings throughout the county, the Union
County Freeholders approved a new deer
hunt through the use of archery equip-
ment.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVEMENT AGAINST CANCER...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s Stu-
dent Movement Against Cancer took part in the Play for P.I.N.K. Walk in Scotch
Plains, benefiting breast cancer research.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROUD GRADUATES...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduates stand at
the start of the commencement ceremony held at Perry Tyson Athletic Field.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMING SOON TO ASH BROOK...Construction of the new clubhouse, which
will include a golf shop and full-service restaurant, was well underway at Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains. Ash Brook is operated by the County of
Union, which also operates Galloping Hill in Kenilworth. Both courses are
managed by KemperSports.

The Freeholder Board introduced a
$46.6-million capital bond ordinance
to finance the purchase of a variety of
items ranging from new voting ma-
chines to improvements to roads and
county parks.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

Mayor Brindle met with the police
chiefs of Summit and Springfield to
discuss Westfield’s search for a per-
manent police chief. She said the
town was searching for a chief with
“unquestionable character and
integrity...with an emphasis on com-
munity policing.”

In the face of neighborhood opposi-
tion, work started on the installation of a
full-size ice rink on a basketball court
next to the Gumbert Park baseball field.

The Westfield Baseball League asked
the recreation commission to support
the installation of turf infields at both
Gumbert and Memorial Parks as part of
the Parks Master Plan.

Jim McCutcheon, president of the
Friends of Westfield Track, told the
board of education that plans to start
the renovations to Kehler Stadium early
in 2019 would have an “incredibly
disruptive effect” on track and field
athletes.

Scotch Plains
The township council would discuss

further a proposed ordinance regulat-
ing food truck operations before taking
any formal action.

To a round of applause from the
handful of residents, property owners
and members of the downtown rede-
velopment committee in attendance,
the township council gave its formal
endorsement to a redevelopment plan
for the public properties in the central
business district, formally launching
an effort that will result in about 48,000
square feet of new retail and office
space, more than 1,400 new parking
spots and 177 new housing units, 35
of which will be set aside as afford-
able-housing units as part of the
township’s court settlement with build-
ers.

The planning board took several
steps toward satisfying the township’s
affordable-housing obligations when
it formally incorporated two properties
slated for housing into the master plan
and also declared the Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park site as an Area in Need of
Redevelopment.

Fanwood
With September being designated as

National Suicide Prevention Month,
Mayor Colleen Mahr and borough
council members invited Dianne
Grossman to speak at a council meet-
ing. Mrs. Grossman, of Rockaway, is
the founder of Mallory’s Army and the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Year in Review

mother of Mallory Grossman, who took
her own life last year as a result of
bullying.

Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
told the recreation commission that he
had contacted Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s tennis coach to seek
permission to paint lines for pickleball
on the La Grande Park tennis courts, a
move that was approved as long as the
new lines were painted a different color
than the tennis courts. Mr. Budiansky
said the other option was to replace the
Forest Road Park handball court with a
pickleball court.

Garwood
Councilwomen Sara Todisco and

Stephanie Bianco addressed the
Gumbert Park temporary ice rink con-
struction and its impact on the sur-
rounding Garwood neighborhood, ask-
ing that an official letter signed by
Mayor Charles Lombardo and every
council member be sent to Westfield
addressing the residents’ and borough
council’s dissatisfaction with the ice
rink. “Garwood does not want to see
this rink for more than one year,” Ms.
Bianco said.

Cranford
A professional planner spoke to the

planning board on behalf of Hartz
Mountain Industries to provide his opin-
ion on why rezoning the 15-acre com-
mercial property at 750 Walnut Av-
enue to a residential zone met the cri-
teria specified in the New Jersey stat-
utes. Hartz wants to develop the site at
30 units per acre, and the planner said
that more recent developments in
Cranford, such as Riverfront at
Cranford Station, Cranford Crossing
and Woodmont Station, all had, on
average, 39 units per acre. The plan-
ning board disagreed with the com-
parison, noting that those apartment
buildings are located in the downtown
and are accessible to the train station
while the Walnut Avenue site is a sig-
nificant distance from downtown and
the train station.

Traffic in and out of 750 Walnut Av-
enue is projected to see 447 vehicles
coming in and out of the property during
the peak morning hour of 7:30 a.m. to
8:30 a.m., said Hartz’s traffic engineer at
a planning board meeting.

Mountainside
Borough Attorney John Post told the

borough council that the law firm that
handles the municipality’s labor and
employment matters had recommended
the appointment of Robert A. Verry as
the hearing officer for the disciplinary
proceeding involving former Officer
Thomas Murphy, one of the defen-
dants in a lawsuit filed earlier in the
year by five members of the Mountain-
side Police Department and a part-time

employee.
The borough Republican Committee

announced that Rachel Pater would join
Councilman Robert Messler on the bal-
lot in November’s municipal election for
borough council in the fall. She replaced
Councilwoman Wendy Fech-Caccamo,
who withdrew from the race due to health
concerns. Later in the month, Ms. Fech-
Caccamo resigned her seat and was re-
placed by Ms. Pater.

Regional
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders and the Union County Im-
provement Authority joined with fed-
eral, state and local officials, including
Governor Phil Murphy, to dedicate the
former Park Madison government com-
plex in Plainfield as the Assemblyman
Gerald B. Green Plaza in honor of the
late Plainfield resident.

A number of residents spoke at free-
holder board meeting about their op-
position to this fall’s planned deer bow
hunt in county parks. The program was
an addition to the shotgun hunt to be
held from January to March.

OCTOBER
Westfield

The health board unanimously
agreed that it would support an ordi-
nance at minimum designating a smok-
ing area or banning smoking from
municipal-sponsored events such as
street fairs.

Stunned silence from a room packed
with athletes and their parents greeted
a decision by the board of education to
start the renovation of Kehler Stadium
halfway through the 2019 spring track
and field season. Work on the multi-
million-dollar renovation project was
originally due to start on May 8, but
was delayed after the company that
placed third in the bids for the contract
launched a legal objection to the win-
ning bid.

A string of home burglaries on Elm
Street occurred over a weekend.

The managers of four Westfield mas-
sage parlors were arrested and charged
with offering clients sexual acts for cash.

Westfield was selected as the first
Union County town to use the county’s
new voting machines.

Three ordinances were introduced
that would amend ordinances pertain-
ing to the central business district
(CBD). The first establishes commer-
cial use of rooftops, ground-level pa-
tios as places for eating and drinking;
and to remove the prohibition on the
sale of food for beverages to be served
or consumed on the premises, but out-
side the confines of a building. The
second ordinance sets  rules for safety,
noise, tables, umbrellas and other ac-
cessories. The third amends parking
requirements by giving the planner
and the zoning officer authority to
grant parking waivers to lessen the
strain of parking variance requests
that go before the planning and zon-
ing boards.

Cranford
A detailed presentation was given at

a board of education meeting regard-
ing the idea of reorganizing the schools
in Cranford. In the re-imagining plan,
Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
stated that full-day kindergarten could
be offered to four district schools that
could be made into grade K-2 schools
and would include Bloomingdale Av-

enue School, Walnut Avenue School,
Brookside Place School, which would
no longer be a grade K-5 school, and
Livingston Avenue School, which
would be changed from a grade 3-5
school to a K-2 school. Mr. Rubin said
one school for grades 3 to 5 could then
be offered for Cranford students at the
Orange Avenue School, and an Upper
Middle School for grades 6 through 8
could be offered at Hillside Avenue
School.

Scotch Plains
The township council passed a reso-

lution declaring the Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park as a Non-Condemnation
Area in Need of Redevelopment and
directed Harbor Consultants to pre-
pare a draft redevelopment plan for the
12.6-acre property.

Laquan Leon Williams, 27, was arrested
on September 18 for the stabbing death of
Summer Robinson, 19. The victim was a
2016 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) graduate and was a former mem-
ber of the College of Wooster women’s
track team in Ohio.

Students, community leaders and about
200 residents crowded the auditorium at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) to address issues related to the
spray-painting of racist and anti-Semitic
graffiti at the high school.

In advance of a compliance hearing
pertaining to the township’s afford-
able-housing settlement, the township
council gave its formal approval to an
amendment to the township’s master
plan by backing a Housing Element
and Fair Share Plan.

Scotch Plains Councilwoman Rose
Checchio was remembered by friends
and colleagues for her courage and her
devotion to the community. Mrs. Checchio
passed away October 21 after battling
cancer for more than three years.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said some resi-

dents had asked about the ongoing
dialogue between NJ Transit and the
borough’s leaders to add more morn-
ing and afternoon trips to the city. Four
more trips in the morning and four
more trips in the afternoon were spe-
cifically suggested.

Garwood
Police Chief James Wright honored

14 Garwood officers and emergency
dispatchers with the first “Valor
Awards” since 2012.

The planning board approved the
redevelopment for 55 South Avenue.

The Garwood Knights of Columbus
held their annual Columbus Day Din-
ner honoring Police Captain Douglas
Stoffer as Policeman of the Year, former
Chief Len Spina as Fireman of the Year
and Luciane Raibin as Emergency
Medical Technician of the Year.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D., said more than half of
Garwood’s students in grades 3
through 8 met or exceeded expecta-
tions in the PARCC (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers) testing.

Mountainside
In regards to a sexual-harassment

lawsuit filed last May, known as Stinner
v Borough of Mountainside, State Su-
perior Court Judge Camille Kenny
granted the borough’s motion to dis-
miss the retaliation claims of three of
the five plaintiffs, and ordered counsel

for the plaintiffs to file an amended
complaint without many of the extra-
neous allegations.

Regional
The Union County Freeholders took

the first step towards closing the
county’s 10-year-old, 76-bed juvenile
detention center by approving an agree-
ment with Essex County to send youth
offenders to the neighboring county’s
facility in Newark. The Union County
detention center will close effective
February 28, 2019.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

Board of Education President
Gretchan R. Ohlig was reelected along
with incumbent Charles Ostroff, while
newcomer Tara Oporto won the third
open seat on the board, defeating incum-
bent Robert Garrison and newcomers
Dennis Cariello and Simon Cirasa.

Councilman Frank Arena and Coun-
cilwoman Jo Ann Neylan voted against
a resolution that would appropriate
$99,500 to retain professional services
for the development of a parks and
recreation strategic plan.

The Westfield High School televi-
sion studio and two of the intermediate
schools’ oldest bathrooms are to be
renovated and the lobbies of the middle
schools upgraded during the summer
of 2019.

A 16-year-old male juvenile was
arrested in connection to the burglar-
ies that occurred on the north side of
town during the overnight hours.

The Historic Preservation Com-
mission (HPC) said it would do a
targeted mailing to homeowners
whose homes can be designated as
historic.

Cranford
Union County College (UCC) signed

a land lease with Verizon Wireless to
erect a 130-foot monopole on its
Cranford campus. A group of Cranford
residents expressed fears to the Union
County Freeholders that the pole would
decrease property values.

Superintendent of Schools, Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., addressed questions
about the threat made to Orange
Avenue School on November 2 af-
ter  Mat thew Acosta ,  33,  of
Kenilworth, a teacher at Orange
Avenue School, appeared in state
Superior Court to face charges for
allegedly making terroristic threats
against the school.

Tensions rose quickly at a board of
education meeting when the discus-
sion turned to the Reimagining plan
that has been proposed by Superinten-
dent Rubin and the Cranford BOE.

In an attempt to negotiate the town-
ship obligation for affordable housing
with the Fair Share Housing Center
(FSHC), on November 20, the
township’s affordable-housing attor-
ney, Jeffrey Surenian and Associates,
filed a declaratory judgment action on
behalf of the township.

The township sought to extend im-
munity from builder’s remedy lawsuits
past December 31, 2018 so that it could
enter into a settlement with FSHC con-
cerning the township’s obligation for
affordable housing.

The township committee voted unani-
mously to pass on second reading an
ordinance in connection with the pro-
posed Verizon cellular tower on the site

of Union County College. The ordinance
amends the Cranford code to allow the
township to have more say in which sites
are chosen.

Garwood
Democratic candidate Council-

woman Sara Todisco was elected as
the youngest mayor in Garwood’s his-
tory and third female mayor in
Garwood’s history. She defeated Re-
publican Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro. Democrats Sean Benoit and
Michael Ince defeated Republican
Councilwoman Stephanie Bianco and
board of education member Sal Piarulli
in the race for two council seats.

The planning board unanimously
approved the South Avenue II site plan
for 72 apartments.

The borough council decided not
to move forward with proposing a
similar resolution or following Jack-
son Township’s resolution, which
would declare Garwood a non-sanc-
tuary city.

Mountainside
Republican borough council members

Robert Messler and Rachel Pater defeated
Democrats Anjali Mehrotra and Ileana
Montes in a hotly-contested race for two
seats on the governing body.

Scotch Plains
Democrats Elizabeth Stamler, Josh

Losardo and Roshan White easily de-
feated Republicans Andrew
Bondarowicz, Jeff Kowalczyk and
Sonali Dalvi to give the Democrats
their first council majority since 2015.

Ms. Stamler was sworn in as a mem-
ber of the township council to fill out
the remaining weeks of the term of
Councilwoman Rose Checchio, who
died on October 21.

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
endorsed two reports concluding that
two properties  — Snuffy’s Pantagis
property and two contiguous lots on
Jerusalem Road — met the criteria to
be declared Areas in Need of Redevel-
opment, a move that would give the
municipal government more control
over how those properties could be
redeveloped in coming years.

The planning board endorsed a re-
development plan for the former Parker
Gardens property on Terrill Road. Plans
for the 13.5-acre property include five
apartment buildings containing 181
units and seven townhouses with 47
units.

Redevelopment coordinator Thomas
Strowe said developers from as far away
as California, Ohio and Florida have
contacted him to express interest in the
town’s redevelopment project.

Fanwood
Democrat incumbents Erin McElroy

Barker and Patricia Walsh won two
open seats on the borough council.

The Fanwood community mourned the
death of Kathryn M. Schurtz, 35, and her
fiancé, Joseph D. Kearney, who were
killed in a crash on Route 78 in Pennsyl-
vania while driving to their wedding.

After noting successful Veterans
Day events, Mayor Colleen Mahr
spoke about supporting local busi-
nesses. The “Hometown Heroes” ban-
ner program was launched to recog-
nize those veterans (living and de-
ceased) and active military personnel
who live or had lived in Scotch Plains
or Fanwood.

Regional
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders approved $1.1 million in
grants from the Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund for park projects as well as plant-
ing of trees.

Democrat Tom Malinowski defeated
incumbent Republican Leonard Lance
in a tight race for the 7th Congressional
District. Incumbent Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th) was
reelected to another term.

Democrats Al Mirabella of Fanwood,
Kimberly Mouded of Westfield and An-
drea Staten of Roselle defeated Republi-
cans, former Garwood mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, former Garwood
councilman Joseph Sarno of Scotch
Plains and Peter Kane of Summit in the
Union County Freeholder race. Rebecca
Williams of Plainfield defeated Peter
Lijoi of Summit for a one-year unexpired
seat.

October 13, 2018 October 21, 2018
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Mount Saint Mary

ACADEMY

Successful Journeys Begin Here

Are you still searching for
a high school for your daughter? 

We would like to introduce the Mount to you. 
Eighth grade parents are invited to attend.

COFFEE & CONVERSATION

with Director of Admissions

1645 US HWY 22 at Terrill Road, Watchung, NJ 07069

www. mountsaintmary.org • 908.757.0108

Donna Venezia Toryak 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

9:30 am

RSVP is required: dtoryak@mountsaintmary.org.
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Planning Bd. Begins
Hearing on Barnes Tract

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The planning
board began evaluating the Barnes
Tract redevelopment site plan at De-
cember 20 planning board hearing. The
site plan proposes a 32-unit townhouse
and apartment complex development
on 5.5 acres, accessing Mountain Av-
enue located at the end of Knights
Bridge Road, stated the applicant’s
professional planner Christine A.
Nazzaro–Cofone.

After three-and-a-half hours of profes-
sional testimony, the board did not render
a final decision on the site plan, as all
professional witnesses had not yet testi-
fied, stated Planning Board Chairman
John Tomaine. The site-plan hearing will
continue at the January board meeting.

The Barnes Tract redevelopment site
along Mountain Avenue will keep
Mountainside compliant with the court-
mandated affordable-housing obligations,
Ms. Nazzaro-Cofone stated. Six  of the 32
units will be designated as affordable units.

Developer Gary Gaglioti told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that The Garnico Group
LLC’s application includes 26 market-
rate townhouses with the project defined
as a “targeted development” in which the
townhomes will be marketed to “empty-
nesters.”

“Empty-nesters” have children who
have moved out of state or live in another
state throughout the year, but the “nester”
wants to have a home available for their
older children or grandchildren to visit
sporadically throughout the year, stated
Mr. Gaglioti.

“The homes should have little or no
impact on the Mountainside school dis-
trict as the development is not targeted to
individuals starting a family or designed
as many starter homes are,” Mr. Gaglioti
told The Leader/Times.

Mr. Gaglioti said the homes will “prob-
ably be priced in the mid-$800,000 range.”

“Usually people looking to start a fam-
ily do not purchase homes that expensive
or with the design nature they have. Well
established retirees who want a luxuri-
ous, newly-constructed home, fulfilling
the needs for their reduced lifestyle do,”
Mr. Gaglioti told The Leader/Times.

Mr. Gaglioti said he understands that
Mountainside must meet “court-ordered
affordable housing obligations.” He says
the development fulfills the “court-or-
dered housing obligations” in a way which
“benefits and respects” the community.

Garnico employed architect John
Saracco who designed a 35-unit develop-
ment in Warren, which is “almost fully
sold out” having similar development
designs, Mr. Gaglioti said. The Warren
project yielded “almost no school-aged
children,” he said.

The development will include six sepa-
rate buildings, stated Mr. Gaglioti, add-
ing that the six affordable units will be
split between two buildings including
four affordable apartments in one build-
ing and two affordable units a second
building.

“The plan must come to fruition,” Ms.
Cofone said.

Ms. Cofone said the site plan details
housing providing “sufficient space in
appropriate locations.”

The applicant is seeking building-
height variance relief as the borough or-

dinance limited a building’s height to 36
feet with the application proposing build-
ing heights of 39.6 feet, stated Ms. Cofone.
The applicant is seeking a front-yard set-
back variance as the ordinance allows for
a front-yard setback of 30 feet while the
applicant is proposing a 26.4 feet.

Ms. Cofone said the building height
variance is a request for a 10 percent
increase over allowed heights.

The applicant’s professional architect,
John Saracco, said the development will
include six separate two-story buildings.
The building’s design aesthetic is de-
scribed in the site plan as “certainly colo-
nial,” stated Ms. Cofone.

Ms. Cofone said the “colonial aes-
thetic” is the noted as the “desired” de-
sign standard detailed in the redevelop-
ment plan. The colonial aesthetic is de-
tailed in the building’s siding design and
roofing design, he said.

Mr. Saracco said each building’s height
was considered when respecting the vi-
sual impact on neighboring roads such as
Mountain Avenue and Knights Bridge
Road. He said certain buildings within
the development were designed without
basement windows.

The window-less design was to in keep
with a two-story aesthetic for pedestrians
passing the development from Mountain
Avenue, stated Mr. Saracco.

Five different housing design layouts
are depicted in the site plan, but “it feels
like 10,” stated Mr. Saracco. The project
architect (Mr. Saracco) and engineers
created a “well thought out” layout in-
cluding a building’s bed-room mix
amongst other factors influencing spe-
cific design intentions, stated Mr.
Saracco.

The applicant’s professional engi-
neer and land surveyor, Lee Titus, said
the site plan considers storm-water run-
off including water retention and de-
tention for two-year storms, 10-year
storms, and 100-year storms. Storm
designations include water run-off vol-
umes expected for a storm occurrence
within the designated time frame, Mr.
Titus explained.

For all storm classifications, the site
plan’s storm-water run-off solution is
designed to “decrease the run-off” vol-
ume during a designated time period dur-
ing a storm and after a storm, stated Mr.
Titus.

Bio filters implemented below
ground level are will remove unwanted
chemicals contained within the sur-
face water including asphalts particles
and other man-made contaminants
from entering the fluvial system, stated
Mr. Ttitus.

Professional Landscape and Design
Architect Gregg Spadaro said the pro-
posed landscaping design will minimize
the possibility for “root damage” to exist-
ing trees. When soil grading is altered in
a given area, trees root systems can be
disrupted causing trees to die, stated Ms.
Spadaro.

He said the site plan aims at preserving
existing trees, especially those along
Knights Bridge Road.

At the next hearing, any parties op-
posing the application will be heard
including any relevant witnesses pro-
posed by the application’s opposition
as well as the applicant’s remaining
professional witnesses are expected to
testify.

County Becomes First In NJ
To Rollout Body-Worn Cams

Residents Express Concerns
Over UCC HVAC Unit

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Union County College
(UCC) has returned to the planning board
to present its preliminary and final site
plan that would replace an aging HVAC
system and build a condenser unit and a
cooling tower on the roof of the library
building.

UCC had come before the board over
a year ago when UCC had plans to place
the HVAC at ground level along its prop-
erty on Princeton Road and the board
asked UCC to consider alternate loca-
tions for the system. At last Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, UCC showed
plans to place it on the roof. By the end of
the night UCC asked to adjourn the hear-
ing to January so it can address further
concerns by the board and residents who
live across the street from the college.

After the hearing, about two dozen
residents who live on or near Myrtle
Street made comments about its concerns
of township-owned property that had been
slated as affordable housing in the re-
cently adopted-housing element that is to
be presented to the Union County State
Superior Court. They fear if the group
homes are built it would mean forested
land there would be lost, resulting in
worsening flooding, the loss of a buffer
that masked the Garden State Parkway, a
loss of wildlife, loss of a “rural” feeling,
and lowered home values, among other
concerns.

In the hearing for the UCC application,
residents of Princeton Road, who live in
the closest proximity to the proposed
location of the HVAC system, also had
concerns.

Horace Walker, an architect for NV5
Architecture PC hired by UCC, showed
photos during winter to show a clear
depiction of the site line of the HVAC
location, as well as a sketch.

Ann Dooley, planning board member
and deputy mayor, said the township or-
dinance has a maximum building height
of 35 feet. The plan presented by Mr.
Walker has the total height of the HVAC
system once it is fully screened with a
sound barrier, would reach at a maximum
of 75 feet high, measuring from the ground
level of the building to the top of the
screen.

“It is significantly above what our or-
dinance provides,” Ms. Dooley said.

Planning board member Peter Taylor
asked if alternate locations away from
Princeton Road were considered. One
area noted was an alleyway between two
school buildings. However, placing it in
that location would be too costly, accord-
ing to the Robert Hogan, director of fa-
cilities, because it is further away from
the equipment that the HVAC system
would connect to. Mr. Hogan also said
Springfield Avenue has the same hin-
drance.

Benjamin Mueller, who is an expert in
the field of acoustics, and hired by UCC,
said the noise emitted with the noise
screen would be lower than the township’s
noise ordinance of a maximum of 50 dba.

At the property line of the closest resi-
dent, Mr. Mueller said the maximum
noise level would be in the low to high
40’s dba. With the sound barrier, he said,
the noise would result “in little to no
change to what exists today.”

A nearby resident of Princeton Road,
Susan Carollo, said “there is a lot of noise
coming from mechanical equipment at
the college campus.” She said she sleeps
with earplugs.

“There is a lot of noise…we hear hum-
ming and vibration all of the time… The
noise is an issue,” Nancy Apicella of
Princeton Road said during public com-
ments.

“Why the college is allowed to ignore
ordinances from the town… Seems they
are able to build forever and we are just
letting them do it. …The quality of life
during a construction project…is horren-
dous. …I am very concerned the college
never looked at other places…,” Ms.
Apicella said. She said “it is unfair from
a neighbor point of view” that they do not
place the system in a location away from
the residential area even if it is costly.

Gary Hall, an attorney representing
UCC, said in response, “Let’s keep in
mind it is an education institution for
children who maybe can’t afford a four-
year college… Taxpayers help fund it…”

“To say spend unlimited taxpayer
money… is outrageous to expect that,”
Mr. Hall said.

“As I read the law… we are not apply-
ing for site-plan approval…they are con-
ferring good faith with Cranford,” Mr.
Hall said. He said UCC is exempt from
township ordinances because they are a
public educational institution.

“This is really very challenging…the
college’s perception is that it is exempt
from our land-use ordinances…if simply
a height variance that may be true. But
this is not…merely a height change…you
are adding a cooling tower. With this
project it will be 61 percent over our
height ordinance, it will be the equivalent
of a five-story building. It is 30 percent
over existing. Those are radical
changes.…It’s a tiny college nestled in a
neighborhood. I’m not with you (that) the
college is automatically exempt,” Ms.
Dooley said. “This is an aesthetic differ-
ence.” Sixty percent of the tower and 88
percent of the tower will be visible from
two residences located closest to the
HVAC system location, she noted.

Mr. Taylor said the rooftop location is
better than the ground level originally
proposed.

Some members of the board also
asked UCC if it would agree to have a
post installation check of the site lines
and noise emissions to ensure what
was testified by its experts holds true.
The application will continue January
16.

On Wednesday, January 30, the Hartz
Mountain rezoning application for 750
Walnut Avenue, will be heard. Then on
Wednesday, February 6, the National
Christmas Tree Products application is to
be heard.

COUNTY — Following months of
planning, Union County is poised to be-
come the first county in New Jersey that
is exclusively patrolled by local law en-
forcement to have all of its departments
outfitted with body-worn cameras, acting
Union County Prosecutor Michael A.
Monahan announced December 27.

Mr. Monahan, who earlier this year
launched an initiative to ensure full
countywide implementation, was joined
by county officials and most of Union
County’s 21 municipal police chiefs at
the Andrew K. Ruotolo Justice Center in
downtown Elizabeth to mark the occa-
sion.

“I am confident there will come a time
when body-worn cameras are as com-
monplace as any other item in a police
officer’s tool kit,” Prosecutor Monahan
said. “But for now, we can be satisfied in
the knowledge that Union County, on the
issue of body-worn cameras, is at the
vanguard among law enforcement in New
Jersey, progressively ahead of the curve
and leading the way. And for that, I thank
our chiefs for their commitment to deliv-
ering transparency, accountability, and
professionalism to the public.”

The Prosecutor’s Office distributed
approximately $181,000 of its forfeiture
funds to six municipal police departments
in 2018 to cover significant shares of
their first-year startup costs for their body-
worn cameras, ancillary equipment, and
file storage. All of those departments are
currently in various active stages of body-
worn camera deployment, a process an-
ticipated to be completed early in 2019.

The announcement comes a little more
than three years after the Prosecutor’s
Office launched what to that point was
New Jersey’s largest county-funded,
multi-municipality body-worn camera
pilot program of its kind, with nine de-
partments signing up for the initial rollout
in late 2015. The remaining departments
in Union County independently imple-
mented body-worn cameras at various
points during the next several years.

The New Jersey Attorney General’s
Office awarded 15 police departments in
Union County a total of $376,500 to
purchase body-worn cameras as part of
past funding programs that offered over
$3 million to police agencies across the
state to acquire the devices.

“I share a firm commitment with law
enforcement across New Jersey to foster-
ing stronger police-community relations
through increased transparency and ac-
countability,” said Attorney General
Gurbir Grewal said. “Body-worn cam-
eras are an important tool for promoting
confidence in our police officers by hold-
ing them accountable, while also protect-
ing them from unfounded complaints and
helping them gather evidence. I applaud
Prosecutor Monahan and leaders through-
out Union County for recognizing that
these devices make officers more effec-
tive and enhance the safety of the public
and police alike.”

The first directive issued by Attorney
General Grewal after taking office estab-
lished a policy that made body- and dash-
camera videos of police deadly force in-
cidents subject to public release, follow-

ing a formal request, once the initial
investigation of the incident is substan-
tially complete, typically within 20 days
of the incident.

The body-worn cameras used by patrol
officers throughout Union County are
activated at the start of calls for service –
officer safety permitting – and during any
on-duty encounter with a civilian, with
several exceptions for certain situations
and in sensitive venues such as schools or
houses of worship. Circumstances in
which the cameras are in use include
traffic stops, vehicle searches, arrests,
and more.

During the course of each workday,
officers also “tag” their videos electroni-
cally, filing them into different catego-
ries, and this can be accomplished using
a variety of devices, from smart phones to
laptops. Once each officer returns to po-
lice headquarters following a shift, he or
she removes their camera and places it in
a docking station; at that point the footage
is uploaded to cloud storage or local
servers while the device also recharges
automatically.

Bramnick Warns of
More Murphy tax hikes

TRENTON – Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick stood up for tax-
payers after Governor Phil Murphy said
he may propose new tax increases when
he unveils his budget in March.

“Taxpayers should beware,” said Mr.
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield). “After rais-
ing $1.4 billion in new taxes last year,
Murphy may do it again. Republicans in
the Assembly will stand united to defend
taxpayers and middle-class families.”
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Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE OATH...The 2019 township council welcomed three new members
at its reorganization meeting on Tuesday in Scotch Plains. Pictured is Democrat
Roshan White, left, as he takes the oath from State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden).  Mr. Roshan's wife and children accompanied him. Also sworn into
office were Democrats Elizabeth Stamler and Joshua Losardo.

Democrats Gain Council
Majority In Scotch Plains

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The new year
saw Democrats assume control of the
township council with the swearing-in of
Elizabeth Stamler, Joshua Losardo and
Roshan White to four-year terms on the
governing body at Tuesday’s reorganiza-
tion meeting.

The three Democrats join Republican
Mayor Alexander Smith and Republican
councilman Ted Spera on a council domi-
nated by Democrats for the first time
since 2016. Since the early 1970s, Demo-
crats have had a majority on the govern-
ing body in just five different years —
1999, 2013 and the early months of 2014,
2015 and 2016.

At the hour-long reorganization meet-
ing, State Senator Nicholas Scutari (R-
22nd, Scotch Plains), who is also the
Union County Democratic Party chair-
man, administered the oaths of office to
the three Democrats before a standing-
room-only crowd at the municipal build-
ing. Mr. Losardo was then chosen to
serve as deputy mayor for 2018.

In his new year’s address, Mayor Smith
thanked residents who were in attendance,
telling them that “your participation is
what makes this town go.” He then re-
viewed what he called “a monumental
year” for Scotch Plains, pronouncing the
state of the town as being “strong.”

The mayor looked back at several ma-
jor accomplishments, including the pas-
sage last September of the first phase of
the downtown redevelopment plan, one
he said will “make our downtown more
vibrant.” He also said progress is being
made on getting state officials to agree to
re-route truck traffic from Park Avenue
to Terrill Road, part of an effort to make
the central business district more pedes-
trian-friendly and quieter.

The mayor also touted the township’s
AAA bond rating, the fully-staffed police
department, the popular downtown events
and the restoration of the Shady Rest
clubhouse and the ongoing renovations
of the Frazee House. He said that talks
with Fanwood and Westfield are ongoing

to establish a regional public works de-
partment.

The mayor also spoke about the
township’s affordable-housing settlement
that is a critical element in the downtown
redevelopment efforts. While admitting
that the issue will “be a challenge in the
years ahead,” the mayor said the legal
settlement protects the township from
builders’ lawsuits until 2025. He also
again urged the State Legislature to find
ways to lessen the affordable-housing
burden for municipalities. The mayor, as
have several of his recent predecessors,
also made a pitch for property tax relief
from the state, saying the tax levy is
“crushing our residents” and “stifling”
job growth and small businesses.

Mayor Smith also announced two new
programs, the first being a senior liaison
program designed to centralize the
township’s ability to better meet the needs
of senior citizens and the other being a
Truth, Racial Healing and Transforma-
tion committee, made up of members of
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood councils
as well as members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, that will
address the effects of racism and “bring
healing to where it exists.”

The council also appointed the law firm
of Rainone Coughlin and Minchello of
Iselin to serve as township attorney this
year. Deputy Mayor Losardo was ap-
pointed to the planning board, and James
Checchio, Mike Weber and Sonali Davli
were reappointed to that board. Kendra
Duran and Chris Thompson were reap-
pointed to the zoning board of adjustment.

The firm of Suplee Clooney of
Westfield was reappointed as township
auditor, Rogut McCarthy of Cranford
was reappointed as bond counsel, Mott
MacDonald was reappointed as town-
ship engineer, the law firm of
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Kunzman, Davis,
Lehrer and Flaum was reappointed as
redevelopment attorney and as township
prosecutor. Harbor Consultants of
Cranford was reappointed as township
planner and David Littman was again
named public defender.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW FANWOOD COUNCILWOMAN...Patricia Walsh is sworn in to her first
term on the Fanwood Borough Council by Mayor Colleen Mahr at Tuesday’s
reorganization meeting, surrounded by family members. Councilwoman Walsh,
a New York City public school teacher, raised her four children in Fanwood. Her
late brother, Bruce, was a Fanwood councilman during the 1980s, 1990s and
2000s. Her husband, Neil, is a Fanwood recreation commissioner.

Recycling Changes to Take
Effect Jan. 1 In Westfield

WESTFIELD – Due to significant shifts
in the recycling industry, Westfield’s resi-
dential recycling program will undergo
changes that impact which types of plas-
tics will be collected. Effective January 1,
when the town’s new contract begins with
Giordano Company, Inc., only plastic types
1 and 2 will be accepted.

“This is an issue affecting many com-
munities due to the collapse of the inter-
national marketplace for these recyclables.
China, the primary market for America’s
recyclables, has placed a ban on many
different types of plastics, which sub-
stantially limits the items being accepted
for recycling,” said Kris McAloon, town
engineer and recycling coordinator. “In
fact, a number of municipalities across
Union County implemented these changes
in plastic collection in June, 2018, but
our vendor continued to honor the collec-
tion of plastics 1-7 in Westfield for the
duration of the town’s contract through
the end of 2018.”

As the expiration of the previous resi-
dential-recycling contract approached, the
town put the new contract out to bid twice
– both times receiving just one bid, from
Giordano, at a rate nearly double that of
2018. After two bid attempts, the town
was legally allowed to enter a negotiation
process, and found that the industry stan-
dard is now a much higher rate for fewer
collected plastic items.

“This is a one-year contract,” added Mr.
McAloon. “While there are currently no
local markets for plastics 3 – 7, the town
will continue to monitor alternative solu-
tions for these items within the industry.”

Acceptable plastic materials will have
a “PET,” “PETE,” or “HDPE” mark, or
the number 1 or 2 within an imprinted

triangle on the bottom of the container.
Examples include, but are not limited to,
soft drink bottles, water bottles, cooking
oil, milk jugs, cleaning agents, laundry
detergents, and shampoo bottles. In addi-
tion, residents are reminded of the recy-
cling changes that were implemented over
the past year:

No plastic bags of any kind will be
accepted, shredded paper is no longer
accepted, and cardboard and paper must
be dry. Containerizing recycling items at
the curb is highly encouraged to mini-
mize moisture contamination (all allow-
able recyclables may be commingled in
the same reusable receptacle).

The town’s annual Recycling and Con-
servation Center mailing was recently
sent to all Westfield residents, and out-
lines the changes in detail, as well as the
collection schedule for 2019, FAQs, and
information about new services at the
Conservation Center.

Westfield residents may bring their
recyclables to the Conservation Center
during its regular hours of operation. In
addition to accepting standard curbside
recycling items, the Conservation Center
also accepts electronic waste, textiles, and
scrap metal. A 2018 grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders’
Recycling Enhancement Grant program
allowed for further expansion of the recy-
cling program; residents can now also
drop off household batteries, fluorescent
bulbs, plastic toys, plastic bags/film, and
Styrofoam. No permit is necessary.

Residents can find additional details
about Westfield’s recycling and con-
servation efforts on the town website at
www.westfieldnj.gov/recycling and
www.westfieldnj.gov/conservation.

RVSA Gives 2.5-Percent
Raise to Employees

Union County to Hold
Reorganization Jan. 6
COUNTY — Union County govern-

ment will hold its annual 163rd reorgani-
zation at the Union County Courthouse
this Sunday, January 6, at noon.

Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of
Westfield and Andrea Staten of Roselle
will be sworn in as new freeholders and
Freeholder Rebecca Williams of
Plainfield will be sworn in to fill an
unexpired term on the board. Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood will
take the oath for his eighth term. Also, the
Freeholders are expected to select Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford as chairman
and Mr. Mirabella vice-chairman for
2019.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority’s (RVSA) saw many of the
normal kinds of year-end decision making
including a 2.5 percent raise for most salaried
employees at their December 13 meeting.

A resolution to raise 2019 salaries was
introduced. Marty Rothfelder, Westfield’s
commissioner, introduced an amendment
to reduce the raise to 2 percent, based on
the most recent consumer price index
(CPI) data. The amendment failed, but
the original resolution passed, so salaried

employees will receive the larger raise.
Seven employees were named in a

resolution for being promoted and hav-
ing appropriate salary adjustments made
as a result. Thomas Macaluso was pro-
moted to laboratory manager, William
Yachera becomes assistant laboratory
manager, Edward Kochick moves to main-
tenance manager, David Patrick is pro-
moted to maintenance coordinator,
George Cheskowich becomes biosolids
energy supervisor, Patrick Kellaway and
Helder Malta move to shift supervisor.
These changes were primarily the result
of two employees retiring.

The RVSA versus New Jersey, et al.
case proceeds essentially unchanged. The
state’s motion to dismiss hasn’t been
decided. RVSA’s counsel, Dennis Estis,
said something significant had happened,
when he prepared his report. That devel-
opment was to be discussed in closed
session. Following the meeting, The
Westfield Leader and The Times located
a reference that the state’s motion to
dismiss the Two Rivers Water Reclama-
tion Authority versus State of New Jer-
sey, et al. was terminated by the court on
December 11. The case is similar to the
RVSA case, though not identical.

The meeting ended with a roughly 90-
minute closed session, followed immedi-
ately by adjournment. The next regular
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, Janu-
ary 27.

Courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
FIRST ELECTRICAL VEHICLE SHOW...In October, Scotch Plains sponsored the
first electric vehicle show to be held  in Union County. Mayor Al Smith is pictured
presenting the Best in Show trophy to Alex Brown for his 2016 Chevrolet Volt.
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The Personal Injury

Attorneys at

Bramnick Law

welcome new

lawyers to our team:

Stephen A. Satkin, a litigator, who was

formerly with Cramer, Satkin

is now “of counsel” to Bramnick Law.

Wade Suthard, a certified civil trial attorney.

We are very proud of our attorneys listed below:

Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.

Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000   www.jonbramnick.com

13-Year-Old Charged In
Hateful Graffiti Incidents

Hearing to Continue For
Redevel. of  Young’s Paint

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Lengthy testimony was
heard last Thursday at the borough’s
monthly planning board meeting regard-
ing the former Young’s Paint property,
located at 1 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Empire Builders is proposing to build a
36-unit building with a storefront on the
first floor.

The proposed project needs relief from
three variances in order to move forward.
These variances include the front-yard set-
back, lot coverage and parking spaces. Addi-
tionally, a waiver for fencing is required.

The project’s civil engineer, Maurice
Brown, testified that the new project
would be a one-story building and was
proposed to be a site with just one access.
Mr. Brown maintained that the second
means of entrance was up against the
traffic light on South Avenue and was
thus deemed “unsafe.”

He also noted that presently, the plan
calls for 39 parking spaces while the
borough ordinance requires 43 for the
project as it is currently proposed.

Borough Engineer Antonio
Panagopoulos asked Mr. Brown to con-
duct a traffic study for the project. He also
asked about the turning radius for the
borough’s fire truck if it needed to gain
access to the property. It was noted that
the fire department had concerns about
the lack of turning space for its emer-
gency vehicles.

Mr. Brown stated that a fire truck would
not have enough space to make a turn.
Mr. Panagopoulos suggested that a meet-
ing between the project coordinators and
the borough’s fire department take place
“sooner than later” to discuss the issue.

Mr. Panagopoulos also asked if there
were generators in the plan. Mr. Brown
said there were not.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, who sits on the
planning board, stated that the plan for
the project had many “open-ended” items
in it, including fire department issues,
lighting, columns, and Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) access issues,
among others. She said “these items need
to be ironed out” and suggested that the
applicant come back to give more spe-
cific plans.

Another concern among board mem-
bers resulting from the testimony and the
proposed plan was that the plan con-
tained no easement. It was noted that
there was a borough sewer running
through the property.

Testimony was then heard from the
project’s architect, James Guerra. Mr.
Guerra testified that one of the additional
variances needed involved the front-yard
setback, noting that 10 feet was required,
but that only 6.5 feet was proposed. He
also stated that a variance was needed
because lot coverage is not supposed to
exceed 80 percent, and the current pro-
posed plan allows for 88.2 percent.

Mr. Guerra testified that every indi-
vidual apartment proposed meets ADA
bathroom requirements and that each
apartment would have energy-efficient
windows and doors.

He stated that all of the two-bedroom
apartments measured at 952.68 square feet
and are designed to have an additional
balcony. He said the average size balcony
was measured at eight feet by 16 feet.

As the hour was getting late and many
board members had concerns with the pro-
posed fencing, landscaping and traffic is-
sues, the application was carried over to the
board’s January meeting, which is sched-
uled for Wednesday, January 23, at 7:30
p.m., at Fanwood Borough Hall. The board’s
reorganization meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, January 16, at 7:30 p.m.

FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 

“Dedicated to provid-

ing compassionate 

care and dignified re-

sponsive service for 

its Owners and the 

Community for  150 

years.”   Located in  

Colonial Westfield NJ, 

the Cemetery is in an 

area of natural beauty 

– rolling wooded hills 

surrounding a tree 

lined pond, tastefully 

landscaped and ex-

pertly maintained.  

Beauty, Dignity & Peace 

Lots,  Graves, Niches & Mausoleums.  

Faithfully Serving the Public  

Since 1868 on 105 Acres 

Fairview Cemetery 
& Arboretum 
1100 East Broad Street 

Wes ield NJ 07090 

(908) 232-0781 
Fairviewcemetery1.com 

“A Lasting Memorial, A Fitting Tribute” 

Courtesy of Scotch Plains Fire Department
SERIOUS ACCIDENT...The eastbound lanes of Route 22 and fast lane of
westbound lane was temporarily closed at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains last
Wednesday night around 7 p.m. following a four-vehicle accident and rollover.
The Scotch Plains Fire and Police Departments and EMS were on scene.
Scotch Plains Police Captain Jeff Briel said minor injuries were reported and
one person was transported to the hospital with a complaint of pain. The New
Jersey Department of Transportation also responded for damage to a concrete
barrier.

Vote-By-Mail Law Costs
County Money for Envelopes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — A change in New Jersey’s
vote-by-mail law will cost Union County
additional dollars.

The Union County Freeholders on De-
cember 20 approved contract amendments
with Royal Printing Services of West
New York, N.J. and B&B Press of Leba-
non, N.J., for printing expenses incurred
due to the state’s new Vote-By-Mail Law
mandate enacted in August.

Royal will receive an additional
$39,425 while B&B will garner another
$63,881. Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi said the number of vote-by-
mail ballots “tripled” this year as the
new law required every voter who re-
ceived a mailed ballot in 2016 to receive
one this year unless they opted not to
receive it.

Ms. Rajoppi said both contract amend-
ments “are a direct result of the New
Jersey Legislature passing a law and be-
ing signed by the Governor (Phil Murphy)
in August to expand Vote-By-Mail. And
that included regulations and changes in
the wordage for the applications for Vote-
By-Mail as well as the envelopes.”

She said each Vote-By-Mail ballot has
three envelopes coming to voters — an
outer envelope and two inner envelopes,
one of which contains the certificate en-
velope. The certificate envelope contains
the flap “where the voter actually swears
and affirms that that is their ballot.”

Ms. Rajoppi said the language on the
certificate envelopes was changed this
year per the new law; thus, new enve-
lopes had to be ordered and mailed to
30,000 registered voters. She said these
envelopes are “very expensive envelopes
to produce.”

She said any certificate envelopes she
had from the previous year had to be
thrown out.

The Freeholders also adopted an ordi-
nance amending the county’s solid waste
management plan to permit a tire recy-
cling company to operate in the county.

NJ Rubber, LLC, which will be lo-
cated at 475 Division Street in Elizabeth,
will have a maximum capacity of 300
tons per day to “accept, process and trans-
fer used tires from governmental entities
and commercial businesses in the area.
The board voted 8 to 0 to approve the

ordinance. Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh
was absent.

At the start of the meeting, a resolution
was presented tto Audrey Davis of
Fanwood Girl Scout Heart of New Jersey
Troop 40274 congratulating her on at-
taining her Gold Award, the highest award
in girl scouting. Audrey’s Gold Award
project established the AWARE (Active
Walking and Respite Exercise) Club, a
social and recreational club for teens and
young adults with special needs.  The
AWARE Club took place every other
Saturday at different Union County parks.
This project provided respite for parents,
while their children participated in the bi-
weekly activities.

Thursday’s meeting was the last one
for Freeholder Bruce Bergen, who opted
not to seek a third, three-year term. He
served as chairman in 2016 and 2017, the
first freeholder to serve two consecutive
terms in many years. Freeholder Jalloh
also did not seek another term after he
failed to gain the county’s Democrat Com-
mittee support. He served nine years on
the board.

The meeting was also the last for Free-
holder Sergio Granados as board chair-
man.

The board’s reorganizational meeting
will be held this Sunday, January 6, at
noon, in the Union County Courthouse
Courtroom of Assignment Judge Karen
Cassidy. At that meeting, Kimberly
Mouded of Westfield and Andrea Staten
of Roselle will be sworn in as new free-
holders along with veteran Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood, who
will begin his eighth term. Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford is ex-
pected to be sworn in as board chair-
woman for 2019 and Mr. Mirabella as
vice-chairman.

Residents Oppose Developing
Wooded Area on Myrtle St.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Close to two dozen
residents who live near a property on
Myrtle Street owned by the township
slated for affordable housing came out
to the planning board meeting Decem-
ber 19 to voice their opposition to de-
veloping vacant land. They say this
wooded area owned by the township is
a wetland.

Anthony La Ferrara, a resident of
Ludlow Avenue, said in 2008 when he
went to retain building permits for an
addition to his home, and inquired about
purchasing the vacant lot at Myrtle and
Hory Streets that the land was considered
wetlands and so it could not be sold. He
questioned the board that if the township
decided to sell the land that a certified
letter should be sent to land owners in the
vicinity and the land should be put up for
a public auction.

“Evidently something is going on I
don’t know about,” he said. “What is
going on?”

Mayor Thomas Hannen Jr. said the
master plan adopted 10 years ago in-
cludes an area on Myrtle Street desig-
nated for affordable housing. Monarch
Housing has inquired about two lots to
place two group homes for adult men-
tally-disabled individuals. He said the
township is in current negotiations with
Monarch.

“How did they find out about those
lots?” Ms. La Ferrara asked. He said they
have been vacant for at least 60 years and
noted the adoption of the master plan was
the same year he was denied to purchase
the lots because they are wetlands. He
also said the land contains wildlife such
as deer and acts as a buffer to a nearby
commercial area with factories and office
buildings.

Mr. Hannen said he would look into
where the wetlands are in that area.

You have to give us the opportunity to
buy those lots, Mr. La Ferrara said.

“Will you be willing to put Affordable
Housing?” Mayor Hannen asked.

“Why does it have to be affordable
housing?”

“I want that opportunity to buy those
lands…and do nothing with them,” Mr.
La Ferrara said.

Mr. Hannen replied, “That won’t sat-
isfy our affordable-housing obligation.”

Hory Street resident Teresa Pires-
Romas said she and her family can “hear
the humming and zooming off the Park-
way. I cannot imagine if there are no trees
there…”

“We like having the woods the way
they are. They are a buffer,” she said.

“We are aware there are two, single-
family, four-bedroom homes coming in.
In the master plan of 2009 it mentions a
Myrtle Street project…but in the element
of the fair housing presented last Thurs-
day on page 505, we see a map explaining
a very large section abutting five proper-
ties that is to be special needs housing,
and on the corner of Myrtle Street and

Ludlow, a mixed-use inclusionary project
and then adjoining to Mr. La Ferrara’s
[property] another mixed-use
inclusionary project.”

“Now if you eliminate the trees, we’re
not in an area that we bought into,” Ms.
Pires-Romas said.

Mr. Hannen said landscaping would
be an “integral part” of a development
application, and suggested evergreens.

She replied that there are already ever-
greens in addition to the trees. The trees
are taller than any evergreen, she said.
She said the Parkway sits at a higher
elevation than the homes and business,
and said evergreens would not mask it.

Thomas Cash, a Ludlow Avenue resi-
dent, said he moved form Brooklyn to
this area of Cranford because if the wild-
life and “rural” feel of the neighborhood.
“We want to have that tree line,” he said,
saying his value of his home will de-
crease.

“There is a need for affordable
housing…but why force it into a smaller
thinner area that doesn’t make sense for
the greater community,” Mr. Cash said,
suggesting the re-use of already vacant
homes for this purpose.

Diane Oliveira of Hory Street said she
has concerns with drainage since there a
storm drain does not exist, so when it
rains the area floods.

Jessy Manchery who lives on the cor-
ner of Hory Street and Ludlow Avenue
for about 30 years said her yard and
driveway floods, and the basement is
pumping water. “If you take away wet-
land, I don’t know where that water will
go, maybe I will live in a lake,” Ms.
Manchery said.

She has asked the township to add
underground drainage form the wetland
through her property, but the township
has ignored her request. She said now in
the winter months there is ice all around
her house.

Rosanna Brien who moved here from
the Bronx five years ago said, “all
these changes…it is really concern-
ing.”

Monarch Housing has not yet filed an
application with the planning board, Ms.
Dooley said.

Mr. La Ferrara asked if anyone on the
planning board going back to 2008
works for Monarch. Mr. La Ferrara
said, “Something is going on behind
our backs and that is not fair. That is not
America.”

“I would hate to lose more green
space…I’m sure it’s something you are
tired of hearing from the residents,” Ms.
Pires-Ramos said.

Another resident, Sandra Pinto of Hory
Street, who has lived there about five
years, said the trees help with reducing
noise from the Garden State Parkway and
said if the development of the Myrtle
Avenue properties occur she may con-
sider moving. “This isn’t just about me
this is for my children, maybe if this does
happen…it may be a reason to consider
leaving this town.”

WESTFIELD – A 13 year-old male
student at Edison Intermediate School
has been charged with five counts of
criminal mischief. The charges are the
result of an investigation into five sepa-
rate incidents, in which various forms of
hateful graffiti were depicted on the
restroom walls in the school building.

According to Westfield Police Chief

Christopher Battiloro, the incidents oc-
curred between November 19 and No-
vember 29, 2018, each of which was
reported to the Westfield Police Depart-
ment by school officials immediately upon
its discovery.

The criminal charges, which were
approved by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Juvenile Unit, were
the result of a joint investigation con-
ducted by Detective Dennis DaSilva of
the Westfield Police Department and
school officials.

Chief Battiloro reiterated the statements
previously made by Mayor Shelley
Brindle, the Westfield Town Council and
the Board of Education.

“The Westfield Police Department
takes incidents like these extremely seri-
ously. They have absolutely no place in
our schools or in our community and will
not be tolerated,” Chief Battiloro said.

The criminal charges have been re-
ferred to the Family Part of Union County
Superior Court for adjudication.

Pallone Elected Chair
Of Energy, Com. Panel

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The House
Democratic Caucus has unanimously
elected Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-6th, Long Branch) chairman of the
House Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee for the 116th Congress.

“I thank my Democratic colleagues for
their support...There is no better commit-
tee in Congress, and I am so fortunate to
have the support of my colleagues in lead-
ing this committee in the 116th Congress,”
Mr. Pallone said. “...In the coming months,
we will push an aggressive agenda to
rebuild America, combat climate change,
make health care and prescription drugs
more affordable, and protect peoples’ pri-
vacy. We’ll also conduct robust oversight
of the Trump Administration’s ongoing
actions to sabotage our health care system,
exacerbate climate change and weaken
consumer protections.”

Write Whatever
You Want ...

We’ll Publish It!
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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To End The
Nightmarish

Government Shutdown
I propose the following:
1. Congress should pass a clean

spending bill to fund the government
for four months

2. We hold a binding national refer-
endum on the wall in three months; a
simple yes or no vote, majority rules.

Let the voice of the people be heard
on this topic.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

I Hope That That Officer Will Have
Had A Joyous Christmas

The Institution Of Law Is Having A
Hard Time Nowadays

The Ice Rink
Once again Stephen Schoeman has

reached into his grab bag of ill-as-
sorted classical allegories to attack
another civic initiative. The windmill
he chooses to tilt at this time is the
Gumbert Park ice rink. I hope he took
the time to read Mayor Brindle’s char-
acterization (page 5) of “this public/
private partnership .... converting an
underutilized town asset into one with
broad community benefit paid for by
a private operator.”

And why the quotes around “tem-
porary?” The structure will be dis-
mantled at the end of the season, and
the community will have the opportu-
nity to debate the experiment. I took
the time to take my grandkids to one
of the public skating sessions over the
holidays, and was thrilled to see so
many citizens and their children en-
joying this recreational facility.

It is facile to compare the ice rink
with the indisputable need to educate
our children. Recreation and educa-
tion go together. As Mr. Shoeman
should know, “mens sana in corpore

sano.” A healthy mind in a healthy
body. The idea that children are just
pots to be filled with facts died with
Charles Dicken’s character, Mr.
Gradgrind, in “Hard Times.”

Any real concern for education
should focus on why we in the U.S.
have to debate how many armed
guards to place in our schools and
whether or not teachers should be
trained in the use of guns. I can assure
Mr. Schoeman that that is not a con-
cern for educators in “Germany, Ja-
pan, and Singapore among other de-
veloped countries.”

Lastly, let’s turn to high school
physics for an analogy. Le Châtelier’s
principle states that “any change in
status quo prompts an opposing reac-
tion in the responding system.” We
see this in operation at the civic level,
as well as in thermodynamics. Let’s
leave room for change in our society
instead of automatically gain saying
any new initiative.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

As a former Cranford resident who
used to live near Westfield, I’m
blessed with joyful memories of be-
ing a Union County citizen.

During 2008, while I was a Cranford
Public Library employee, I stopped
at Rockin’ Joe’s on my way to work
on a warm day in late spring or sum-
mer or early autumn, to enjoy a cup of
coffee and eat a banana. I was in such
a hurry to get to work on time that I
forgot to pay.

After I left Rockin’ Joe’s I then
remembered that I forgot to pay and
went back to the coffee house to pay.
After paying, I proceeded to walk to
work and met a wonderful, intelli-
gent, fair-minded Cranford Police of-
ficer patrolling the area between the
Eastman Plaza clock and the Cranford
Hotel. He was African-American,

about my height (five-six), and looked
like he was in his 40s like I was. I
explained to him that I was in such a
hurry to arrive at work promptly that
I momentarily forgot to pay and that,
thank God, I remembered and re-
turned to Rockin’ Joe’s to pay for my
coffee and banana.

He said, “That’s ok, Miss. Thank
God you remembered to pay before
you arrived at work.” I didn’t have
time to read his name tag or ask him
his name, but we each wished each
other to have a nice day before I
continued walking to the library. I
hope that that officer will have had a
joyous Christmas by the time this
letter gets published, and that 2019
will be a good year for him.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood

Lawlessness is a foot. The editorial
board of The New York Times, Janu-
ary 2,2014 regarding Edward
Snowden recommends “a plea bar-
gain or some form of clemency that
would allow him to return home, face
at least substantially reduced punish-
ment in light of his role as a whistle-
blower, and have the hope of a life
advocating for greater privacy and
far stronger oversight of the runaway
intelligence community.”

Surreal! The man who, in fact, in-
tentionally broke the law and caused
enormous damage to America’s cred-
ibility worldwide, requiring diplo-
matic scrambling, informing the
people of that which in the interest of
national security they should not
know, is to be treated with kid gloves?
This same individual who fled to coun-
try, first going to increasingly militar-
ily aggressive China, then settling in
Russia which is not exactly one of
America’s staunchest allies.

Colorado now permits nearly 350
retail stores to sell “recreational”
marijuana. The Surgeon General
warned about marijuana. “Marijuana
use is a major public health problem
in the United States….Among the
known or suspected chronic effects
of marijuana are short-term memory
impairment and slowness of learning,
impaired lung function, decreased
sperm count and sperm motility, in-
terference with ovulation and pre-
natal development, impaired immune
response, and possible adverse ef-
fects on heart function.” (April
13,1982)

The National Institute on Drug
Abuse stated December 30,2013,
“Claiming that marijuana is less toxic
than alcohol cannot be substantiated
since each possessed their own unique
set of risks and consequences for a
given individual.”

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion, April 20,2006, has stated that

there are “no sound scientific stud-
ies” that support the medical use of
marijuana. That “marijuana has a high
potential for abuse, has no currently
accepted medical use for treatment in
the United States, and has a lack of
accepted safety for use under medical
supervision. Furthermore, there is
currently sound evidence that smoked
marijuana is harmful. A past evalua-
tion by several Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) agen-
cies, including the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAHSA), and Na-
tional Institute for Drug Safety
(NIDA) concluded that there is no
sound scientific studies supported
medical use of marijuana for treat-
ment in the United states, and no
animal or human data supported the
safety or efficacy of marijuana for
general medical use.” (News Release,
April 20,2006)

“Texting” and other use of cell
phones while driving have become a
national menace.

These are three examples of the
Machiavellian idea that the ends jus-
tifies the means. Don’t like how the
federal government attempts to stop
terrorist attacks? Spill the beans on
its surveillance program. Don’t like
the medical evidence against use of
marijuana? Use it any way and pres-
sure a state to permit its “recreational”
use. Don’t want to wait until the des-
tination to use the cell phone? Use it
while driving!

The law is not some sometime thing.
Not some convenience alone. The
law may also be inconvenient, but the
greater good is the protection of the
society from civil disorder.

Shakespeare observed, “Lawless are
they that make their wills their law.”

What the individual wants or de-
sires may make sense or it may not
make sense. But it is not for the indi-
vidual to decide whether to obey or
disregard the law. Nor pressure for
change in law that is not supported by
sound factual evidence for the change.

A country that believes that it is
governed by law and not by individu-
als or groups cannot long endure if
the very idea of the law is subsumed
under a selfish desire to do as one
pleases!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Office Location: ?

MLK Day Of Service
Garwood Participation

This year, Garwood is looking to
make Martin Luther King, Jr. Day a
day on, rather than a day off. The
borough will be participating in the
National Day of Service program,
which promotes volunteerism and
helping those who are less fortunate.

The Day of Service will take place
on MLK, Jr. Day, January 21, and will
run from noon to 2 p.m. at the
Garwood Firehouse. Various service
activities will be held, such as sand-
wich making for the homeless, valen-
tines for veterans and safety kit-mak-
ing for senior citizens. The program’s
committee, comprised of Garwood
residents, is actively looking for do-
nations for these service projects.

A full list of items requested may
be found on the Garwood MLK Day
of Service Facebook page. Donations
in the form of gifts cards to ShopRite,
Target or Amazon are also encour-
aged. Please consider donating to help
those in need.

For more information, please go to
MLKDayGarwoodNJ on Facebook
or call Jen Blumenstock at (908) 337-
7726.

Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock
Garwood

Raritan Line One-Seat Ride,
Legal Pot to Top News In 2019

The new year is expected to generate a lot of news.
Here is what we predict will be front and center in
2019.

There is going to be a push in 2019 for a one-seat
ride on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line trains into
Manhattan during peak morning and evening com-
mutes. Up to now, NJT has said the only way this is
possible is to take away peak direct connect service
on one of the agency’s other train lines.

Trenton lawmakers are expected to approve legis-
lation to make recreational use of marijuana legal in
New Jersey. Local towns will have to decide, once
Governor Phil Murphy signs the law, whether they
want to allow the retail sale of pot in their commu-
nities.

Local mayors will start to better communicate
with each other on large-scale, high-density devel-
opments. We expect there will be a joint effort to try
and reduce the power the courts and developers have
in ramming through these developments. Currently
towns have little to no recourse other than to submit
to these massive structures.

Ken Anderson, the owner of Westfield’s tempo-
rary ice rink at Gumbert Park, will have to decide
whether to keep the rink at its current location in the
fall of 2019 or listen as other towns try to convince
him to move it to one of their communities.

The school reimagining plan in Cranford will lead
to a reversal by the board of education as opposition

intensifies in the township at a fever pitch.
Republicans will start to fight back against new

taxes in the Murphy administration, similar to the
battle in the early 1990s during the Florio Adminis-
tration, when Governor James Florio extended the
state sales tax to include previously exempted items
like toilet paper.

Republicans, who took a beating both nationally
and in New Jersey in 2018, will try and rebound, as
there will be a municipal election in Westfield this
year in which four town council seats, held by
Republicans, will be on the ballot along with State
Senate and Assembly seats statewide.

All eyes will be on the 21st Legislative District to
see if Bruce Bergen of Springfield, no longer a
Union County freeholder, and Lacey Rzeszowski of
Summit will again challenge Republican incumbent
Assembly members Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Nancy Muñoz of Summit after their strong showing
in 2017. Ms. Rzeszowski, who was the top vote
getter among the four candidates in Union County,
came within 1,554 votes of winning an Assembly
seat in the 2017 General Election, according to the
New Jersey Division of Elections website. Asm.
Bramnick won in Morris and Somerset Counties that
year, followed by Asw. Muñoz.

The new year will continue to bring challenges to
our elected officials at all levels of government, and
for that we wish them the best in 2019.

New Year Will See Women Have
Even Greater Role In Government
The victorious wave of women elected to political

office this past November has ushered in a new year
in which women are expected to play a greater role
than ever in shaping national policies and objec-
tives. More than 100 women won Congressional
seats in the fall’s General Election, among them
incumbent Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th), while
nine women will hold governorships. Sixteen women
altogether ran for governor last year.

The banner year for women in politics extended to
state and local races, including elections that took
place within our immediate area. As they ascend or
return to their positions, 2019 will see women in
leadership posts in half of the six towns covered by
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Sara Todisco is the new mayor of
Garwood, joining Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr. Ms. Todisco,
who was to be sworn in last evening at the borough’s
annual reorganization meeting, will be only the third
woman and the youngest person to serve as mayor of
Garwood.

Mayor Brindle herself made history just a year ago
when she was sworn in as Westfield’s first woman
mayor. Mayor Mahr, meanwhile, also is the new

president of the New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties. Now in her fourth term, Ms. Mahr is the longest-
serving mayor in Fanwood history.

Rounding out the achievements by local women in
politics this year will be the elevation of Union
County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford
to board chairwoman at Sunday’s reorganization
meeting, while new freeholders Kimberly Mouded
of Westfield and Andrea Staten of Roselle also take
their oaths of office. With Ms. Mouded and Ms.
Staten on the dais, women will hold five of the nine
Freeholder seats.

We congratulate all of these women on their suc-
cessful pursuit of elected office, and acknowledge
others who ran as well. We hope they will inspire
even more women to seek roles in government at all
levels. Of course we congratulate all those in our
readership area and beyond who are assuming new
or returning to elected positions, among them new
Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, newly-elected or
reelected governing body members in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Cranford, Mountainside and Garwood,
and new Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th).
We wish them success as they begin a new year as
our representatives.

State LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood, Summit
and Cranford.

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090 - 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090 - 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901 - 918-0414

State LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark, Rahway
and Linden.

Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036 - 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, 07065 - (732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 - 561-5757

senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org
aswcarter@njleg.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hipparch – An ancient Greek cal-

vary commander
2. Hilus – In anatomy, a small notch or

opening where vessels and nerves enter
an organ

3. Luetic – Syphilitic
4. Yurt – A Siberian hut

GOLADAR
1. In East India, one who has charge of

a storehouse
2. An agnostic or non believer
3. A looking glass, small telescope
4. A green vegetable pigment

FERDNESS
1. Sharpness; eagerness
2. Self-assuredness; certainty
3. The state of being afraid
4. A state of awkwardness; clumsiness

FELO-DE-SE
1. Excessive grief; very sad
2. Suicide
3. Care free; relaxed
4. A fencing master

CULVERIN
1. A receptacle for archery implements
2. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
3. A small tub
4. A musket or cannon used in the

Middle Ages

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Letters to
the Editor
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New Year Resolutions; Ones That
You Can Achieve and How To Do It
Many of us make New Year resolutions coupled

with a soft commitment to actually achieve them. Do
you remember any of the resolutions you made last
year? Did you achieve any of them?

Though well intentioned, most of us failed in our
resolutions as we look at the scorecard today.

For me, many of my past resolutions were too
vague, too ambitious and too tough - or I was never
intending to do anything about them in the first
place. My number one resolution each year is to lose
about 20 pounds (10 pounds would have been a big
victory) and to get in better shape. Losing weight
seems to be one of the most popular and failed
resolutions of our times.

Well, I don’t fail in one of my favorite resolutions
since 2012 - I changed it to something achievable. I
return my shopping cart from the food store parking
lot, rather than abandoning it in place as in the past.
Before this each year I got better at disguising how
to abandon the shopping cart and also came up with
new and innovative excuses in my mind as to why I
was doing the right thing.

As I practiced this New Year’s resolution, I was
pensive thinking I had bit off more than I could chew.
As example, how does one deal with returning their
shopping cart when the lot is full and someone is
already behind your parked car with their blinkers
on anxious to take your spot? Can you imagine the
glares and looks you get?

If you happen to be waiting for a parking spot and
someone delays you by returning their shopping
cart, please have patience. It might be me.

It takes about two minutes to return a shopping
cart, get back to ones car, and escape the fury. Come
to think of it, the extra walking by returning the
shopping carts may actually help me lose that 10
pounds.

The truth is that I return abandoned shopping carts
by others before I enter the food store thinking that
makes up for the times I didn’t return mine.

In these days, many find it’s more convenient to
restate their promises, rather than actually keeping
them. It worked for me!

Happy New Year everyone.

7th Congressional District [includes
Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford]
Rep. Tom Malinowski (D), office: TBD
12th Congressional District [includes
Fanwood, Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains]
Rep. Bonnie Coleman (D), Ewing, N.J.

Where the Mustang Was Made,
A Wish For The New Year

China’s blackmailing of the world’s economy
over its stranglehold on rare earth minerals is one
example of the challenges we face and a frightening
prospect for our nation’s economy. The situation has
been building for some time and global corporations
are playing right along. We’ve
just had our heads in the sand for
too long.

It should be clear now to Ameri-
cans and our leaders in govern-
ment that China can’t be trusted,
especially when this nation’s se-
curity and way of life are at stake.
Still we shouldn’t blame China -
we should blame ourselves.

The unfair free pass given to China by our govern-
ments, banks, human rights groups and world busi-
nesses must now come to an end.

America must reopen its mines, rebuild its indus-
tries and put people to work and stop buying solar
panels from China too. It’s time to take a stand, suck
it up. True, China holds a bundle of our borrowed
paper and will swing its weight around. So what! Let

it happen. We’ll deal with it.
It’s time to start building back America and build-

ing back New Jersey.
At one time, New Jersey had the world’s premium

research center – Bell Labs. Now it’s owned by the
French and filled with waning
administrative offices hoping for
development into condomini-
ums. There was Exxon Research
and Engineering in Florham Park,
a sparkling venue. Now it’s a
practice facility for the New York
Jets (I must agree however that
the Jets need the practice).

Remember Worthington Pump
and Red Devil Paint in Union? Enjay Polymer Labs
in Linden? Where was the first Mustang developed
and manufactured? – right here at the former Edison
Ford plant.

I’m tired of the defensive and – Oh woe is me
attitude. Put everyone to work and get them off
unemployment.

That’s my wish for the New Year.

2014

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Whether you need a question 
answered, a problem solved,
or a claim reported, my job
is to make it happen.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Being
there
is why
I’m here.

P097193.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

County Sues Opioids Pharma Manufact’s.
UNION COUNTY — On December

20, 2018, Union County filed suit against
pharmaceutical manufacturers and dis-
tributors alleging that each company
played a critical role in a coordinated
and fraudulent scheme to profit from the
unlawful sales of opioid drugs.

The suit alleges that Union County
suffered significant financial injury as-
sociated with the excessive number of
opioid prescriptions that have they al-
lege flooded the county in recent years.
The suit details the defendants’ scheme
to encourage the use of opioid drugs to
treat conditions for which the drugs
were not approved, and the methods by
which the defendants, according to the
press release, knowingly concealed in-
formation related to the risks associ-
ated with opioid drugs, including ad-

diction and other safety concerns. The
alleged concerted fraudulent scheme
has not only created a public-health
crisis, but has also increased prescrip-
tion and addiction-related treatment
costs for the county, according to a
county press release.

Board of Chosen Freeholders Chair-
man Sergio Granados, stated that, “The
drug companies we are suing have made
an enormous profit selling addictive
drugs to our residents, many who have
suffered great physical and emotional
pain, and in some instances, died. Mean-
while Union County government has
paid the bills for the damage they’ve
done. We owe it to our residents to
recover whatever costs that we can. We
will hold these companies accountable
on behalf of our residents.”

The county’s complaint, which was filed
in Union County, asserts claims against
defendants under the New Jersey Con-
sumer Fraud Act, New Jersey Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organization Act,
New Jersey Insurance Fraud Prevention
Act, as well as common law claims of
public nuisance, fraud, and negligent mis-
representation. The county is represented
by Kanner and Whiteley, LLC and the
Keefe Law  Firm.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
HELPING THE NEEDY...Union County Freeholders and county directors look
over toys donated during this year’s toy drive. County employees donated over
1,000 pounds of food to the Community Food Bank out Hillside. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Director Phil Kandl, Freeholder Angel Estrada, Office of Commu-
nity Engagement Nathalie Hernandez, Freeholder Chris Hudak, Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados, Freeholder Rebecca Williams, Deputy County Man-
ager Amy Wagner, and Freeholders Bruce Bergen and Al Mirabella.

Employees Collect Toys, Food for Drive
COUNTY – The new Union County

Office of Community Engagement and
Diversity finished its first year of activ-
ity with two Holiday Giving drives that
collected more than 500 toys for chil-
dren across Union County, and more
than 1,000 pounds of food for the Com-
munity Foodbank of New Jersey.

“We launched the new Office of Com-
munity Engagement and Diversity this
year, to increase our engagement with
local non-profit and volunteer organi-
zations, and also to support new oppor-
tunities for our employees and residents
to join together and collectively make a
difference for those in need,” Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados said. “The
office’s first year of coordinating the
Holiday Giving toy and food drives was
a success, and I would like to thank all
of those who contributed to these ef-

forts.”
The Office of Community Engage-

ment and Diversity works with other
agencies to identify volunteer opportu-
nities, coordinate events, and create a
network of volunteer organizations to
build relationships with the county’s
different communities.

The toy drive continues a Union
County tradition. In this year’s effort,
county employees joined with residents
and community partners to donate more
than 500 toys. Some of the toys were
delivered to children by county person-
nel. Others were donated to the Coali-
tion to House the Homeless, Children’s
Specialized Hospital, the YWCA and
other community partners for distribu-
tion to additional children.

The food drive was the first such
effort undertaken as a Union County
initiative. The Office of Community
Engagement and Diversity partnered
with the grassroots organization
Foodstock in a broader effort to support
the Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey during the holiday season.

The 1,000-pound donation from
Union County employees was part of a
total of 100,000 pounds of food donated
to the Community FoodBank under the
umbrella of the Foodstock holiday food
drive.

For more information about the Of-
fice of Community Engagement and
Diversity contact Nathalie Hernandez,
Coordinator, at (908) 527-4880 or
nahernandez@ucnj.org.

MMXIX



– Obituaries –
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David C. Enes

Kristi D. Hawkins, 71

Kristi D. Hawkins

Kristi D. Hawkins, 71, of Bluffton,
S.C., died on Thursday, December
20, 2018, at home.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Friday, January 11, 2019,
at the Lowcountry Presbyterian
Church and a Celebration of Life will
take place from 2 to 4 p.m. on Friday,
January 25, 2019, at Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue, Fan-
wood, N.J. 07023.

Sauls Funeral Home of Bluffton is
assisting the family. Please visit
www.saulsfh.com to view the full
obituary and sign the online
guestbook.

January 3, 2019

David C. Enes, 69
Beloved Father

David C. Enes, 69, passed away
unexpectedly on Monday, November
26, 2018, at the South County Hospi-
tal in Wakefield, R.I.

David was born in Pater-
son, N.J., and raised pri-
marily in Westfield, N.J.,
by Jean M. Enes and pre-
deceased Ralph C. Enes.
He had two siblings, Rob-
ert and predeceased Linda
Kasselman.

David attended the
Westfield, N.J. schools
and graduated from the
Millburn Preparatory
School in 1968. He was
active in the Presbyterian
Youth Group and Boy Scout Troop
72. David graduated from Roger
Williams University in 1972 with a
degree in Sociology. David loved
his dogs and enjoyed boating, mo-
torcycles, skiing, his vintage Buick
Reatta cars and watching old west-
erns.

While living in Hope Valley, R.I.,
he married his first wife, Janet
Johnson. At the time he worked for
Allied Van Lines Special Products as
an owner-operator. He then pro-
gressed to operate his own trucking
business, delivering flatbed loads of
sod, roofing shingles, building mate-
rials and bulk propane.

In 1998, while delivering propane,

David suffered an industrial acci-
dent leading to the loss of his left
arm. David’s courage throughout this

tragedy is a testament to
his strong character, will
and bravery. Subsequent
to this, David married
Laurie Malloy and raised
two children who survive
him, Kristen Rose and
Sean Carlton. He resided
in West Kingston, R.I.,
until the time of his death.

David devoted his time
and energy to his beloved
children. Together they
enjoyed boating, horse-
back riding, trips to the

library, parks, museums and swim-
ming. He saw to the children’s edu-
cation and spiritual upbringing.
David was an active member of the
Wakefield Baptist Church, where
he had served as a Deacon and
Trustee.

David will be sadly missed by all
who knew him. A memorial service
was held on Saturday, December 15,
at the Wakefield Baptist Church in
Wakefield, R.I. Interment will be at
The Presbyterian Church cemetery in
Westfield, N.J. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to the
Wakefield Baptist Church or the
American Heart Association.

January 3, 2019

HOLIDAY HAPPINESS...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield decorate the tree at the Jardine Academy. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Martha Savage, Irene Greenstein, Jane Christiani, Adah Levin, holding a
copy of the book “Go Big or Go Gnome,” Mary Lou Nolas, Faten Mahan, Joan
Kylish, Cathy Becker and Lena Peitsinovski.

Rake and Hoe Club Visits
Jardine For the Holidays

WESTFIELD — As part of its
commitment to community service,
the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield recently visited the
Jardine Academy in Cranford to
decorate the Holiday Tree with nu-
merous gnome ornaments designed
by club member Adah Levin and
made by fellow club members.

The ornaments were inspired by
the book “Go Big or Go Gnome”

by Kirsten Mayer. Club member
Irene Greenstein read the book to
the students at Jardine Academy
and a copy of the book was do-
nated to the school’s library. The
Holiday Tree stands in the lobby of
the school and is enjoyed by all
who pass by.

The Jardine Academy, operated
by the Cerebral Palsy League and
approved by the New Jersey De-
partment of Education, provides a
comprehensive educational pro-
gram designed to meet the cogni-
tive and physical needs of children
and young adults, ages 3 to 21,
with multiple disabilities.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club
is affiliated with the Garden Club of
New Jersey and the National Gar-
den Club, Inc. The club meets on
the second Wednesday of the month,
at noon, at the Scotch Hills Country
Club in Scotch Plains. Membership
is open to residents of Westfield
and surrounding towns. For more
information, call Jeanne Marie Ryan
at (908) 654-0271 or visit the club’s
website, rakeandhoe.org, or its
Facebook page.

Mountainside Library Lists
Early January Programs

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled multiple programs for Janu-
ary. The library will be closed on
Monday, January 21, in observance
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Tuesday Night Movies this
month will include Searching
(2018, PG-13) on January 8; The
Seagull (2018, PG-13) on January
15; A Quiet Place (2018, PG-13)
on January 22 and Adrift (2018,
PG-13) on January 29. Show time
for each movie is 6:30 p.m.

Winter Story Times at the library,
with “Miss Elizabeth,” will continue
during January. Daytime programs
are for infants through preschoolers.
For times, pick up a flyer in the
library or consult the website calen-
dar at mountainsidelibrary.org/chil-
dren.

Brown Bag Academy will be of-
fered on Mondays, at 1:15 p.m.,
except for January 21. The current
Great Courses Winter Semester is
already underway. This course fea-
tures lectures by Professor Allen
C. Guelzo, Ph.D., of Gettysburg
College, on “America’s Founding
Fathers.” Participants are invited
to bring their lunch; coffee, tea and

cookies will be served for dessert.
The Friday Operas on Film se-

ries, presented by Mena Clemson,
will return January 11, at 1 p.m.,
with a screening of Luisa Miller by
Giuseppe Verdi. Renata Scotto
sings the title role and Plácido
Domingo stars in this rarely-per-
formed Verdi opera, a heart-
wrenching tragedy of fatherly love
filmed in 1979. The Metropolitan
Opera Orchestra and Chorus is
conducted by James Levine.

“Come Read to Kalee (Therapy
Dog)” also will take place on Janu-
ary 11, at 3:45 p.m. This program
is especially designed for emer-
gent and beginning readers in kin-
dergarten and grade 1, but all read-
ers are welcome. Participants are
invited to bring two favorite books
to read to Kalee for five to 10
minutes. Spaces are limited, so in-
terested persons are asked to call
to reserve a spot for this program.

Additional activities for later in
the month will be announced. To
register for programs where appli-
cable, stop into the library or call
(908) 233-0115. The Mountainside
Public Library is located at 1 Con-
stitution Plaza.

Consider Some New Year’s
Financial Resolutions

As the year winds down, you may
want to look ahead to see which
areas of your life you can improve
in 2019. Perhaps you’ll decide to
exercise more, eat healthier foods,
reconnect with old
friends or volunteer at a
school or charitable or-
ganization. All these
goals are certainly
worthwhile – but you
also may want to add
some New Year’s finan-
cial resolutions to your
list.

Here are a few ideas
to consider:

Boost contributions
to your employer-spon-
sored retirement plan.
Good news! Contribu-
tion limits will be in-
creasing for many em-
ployer-sponsored re-
tirement plans.

For 2019, you can contribute up to
$19,000 (up from $18,500 in 2018),
or $25,000 (up from $24,500 in
2018) if you’re 50 or older to your
401(k) or similar employer-spon-
sored retirement plan. It’s usually a
good idea to contribute as much as
you can afford to your employer’s
plan, as your contributions may lower
your taxable income, while any earn-
ings growth is tax-deferred. (Keep
in mind that taxes are due upon with-
drawal, and withdrawals prior to age
59½ may be subject to a 10-percent
IRS penalty.)

At a minimum, put in enough to
earn your employer’s matching
contribution, if one is offered.

Try to “max out” on your IRA.
Even if you have a 401(k) or simi-
lar plan, you can probably still in-
vest in an IRA. For 2019, you can
put in up to $6,000 in a traditional
or Roth IRA (up from $5,500 in
2018), or $7,000 (up from $6,500)
if you’re 50 or older. (Income re-
strictions apply to Roth IRAs.)
Contributions to a traditional IRA
may be tax-deductible, depending
on your income, and any earnings
growth is tax-deferred. Roth IRA
contributions are not deductible,
but earnings growth can be with-
drawn tax-free, provided you don’t

start taking withdrawals until you
are 59½ and you’ve had your ac-
count at least five years. You can
put most types of investments –
stocks, bonds, mutual funds, gov-

ernment securities and
so on – into an IRA, so
it can expand your op-
tions beyond those of-
fered in your 401(k) or
similar plan.

Build an emergency
fund. Try to build an
emergency fund contain-
ing three to six months’
worth of living expenses,
with the money held in a
low-risk, liquid account.
This fund can help you
avoid dipping into your
long-term investments to
pay for unexpected costs,
such as a major car re-
pair.

Control your debts.
Do what you can to keep your debts
under control. Ultimately, the less
you have to spend on debt pay-
ments, the more you can invest for
your future.

Don’t overreact to financial mar-
ket volatility. In 2018 – especially
the last few months of the year – we
saw considerable market volatil-
ity, with huge drops and big gains
in rapid succession. What will 2019
bring? It’s always difficult – and
usually futile – trying to forecast
the market’s performance over the
course of an entire year. But, in any
case, try not to overreact to what-
ever ups and downs we may expe-
rience. Instead, continue pursuing
an investment strategy that’s ap-
propriate for your goals, risk toler-
ance and time horizon.

Following these suggestions can
help you become a better investor
in 2019 – and beyond.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Contact: Jayson M. Astel, CFP®,
AAMS® Financial Advisor, Ed-
ward Jones, 251 North Ave. W.,
Suite 2A, Westfield, N.J. 07090,
(908) 233-4171.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

George A. Lewis, 87, Loved Family,
Westfield, Church, Tennis, History

George Alfred Lewis of Westfield
died peacefully on Saturday, De-
cember 22, 2018, surrounded by
family. He was 87.

Known to his family as Geo,
George was born May 17, 1931 in
Syracuse,  N.Y.,  to
Alfred J. Lewis (a high
school principal) and
Elizabeth (White)
Lewis (a homemaker).

He was predeceased
by his beloved wife of
almost 60 years, Barbara
Betham Lewis. He is sur-
vived by his son, Peter,
of Wake Forest, N.C.,
and daughter, Amy, of
West Orange, N.J.; a
granddaughter, Jessica
Heiple of Milford, N.H.,
and a great-grandson,
Jameson Heiple (who
Geo had the thrill to meet
and hold last month).

Geo graduated from Manlius prep
school and Wesleyan University in
Middletown, Conn. After service in
the U.S. Army, he embarked on a
career with the telephone company
in data processing management
roles, first with New York Tele-
phone and then AT&T. After stints
in Syracuse, Utica, N.Y., and Al-
bany, N.Y., he was transferred to a
position in New York City and
settled in Westfield in 1964.

For 54 years Westfield was an
anchor in his life. Living first on
Harding Street and then Canter-
bury Road, he was one of a genera-
tion of great Westfield fathers who
commuted to New York City, raced
home to coach Little League,
grilled steaks on weekends, and
volunteered for the organizations
that make this town run.

He served in board positions at
The Westfield Y and the Westfield
downtown commission. He served
on the board of his Wesleyan fra-
ternity, Alpha Delta Phi.

Geo found joy at the Westfield
Tennis Club, where he was the long-
time treasurer. A passionate tennis
player, he is missed by his doubles
partner and great friend of 50 years,
Alex Williams. For many years he
umpired at tennis tournaments
across New Jersey. As a linesman at
the U.S. Open, he drew curses from
Jimmy Connors over a line call that
Geo claimed for all his years that he
was right and Connors was wrong.

George loved history, especially
Europe from 1920 to 1945 and
World War II. Much of his focus
was on Winston Churchill. He trav-
eled to England many times and
served on the board of the Interna-

tional Churchill Society. Much to
Barbara’s chagrin, he amassed a
large collection of Churchill memo-
rabilia that filled most corners and
shelves of their home. The man
was always reading multiple books,

which he seldom let go
of — there are over
2,400 books in his
basement.

St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church was very im-
portant to George. For
many years he served
as an usher and he vol-
unteered on church fi-
nance and building
committees. He was a
man of great faith. His
ashes will be buried in
the garth at St. Paul’s,
joining Barbara (and
Barbara’s parents).

He loved his nieces,
Leslie, Susan and Kyle, and his
nephews, Nicky and Steven. He built
a special and strong bond with his
caregivers, Marlynn and Isabelle,
who were always at his side in his
later years. He was lucky to have
great relatives by marriage — Nancy
Mullane, Rob and Kolbe Heiple,
Kathi Lewis and Joe Hehn.

Geo loved hanging and chatting
with his guys — over lunch at
Chrone’s Tavern, at the tennis club
and at Princeton, where he audited
classes with friends for over 20 years.

He was a compulsive list maker.
Technology befuddled him — he
never touched a computer,
struggled with a cell phone, an-
swering machine and TV remotes,
and he was absolutely amazed at
the concept of Facetime when he
first saw his great-grandson. He
drank a Tito’s vodka martini at 4:30
p.m. every day. He watched the
Yankees and the Giants and was a
huge fan of UConn women’s bas-
ketball. A lifelong Republican, he
hated paying taxes. He was a good
and active stock picker, devouring
The Wall Street Journal and annual
reports. He did The New York Times
crossword puzzle (in ink) every
day. And he was proud to call
Westfield home.

Geo was a kind and generous
soul. He touched many lives. He
will be missed.

A memorial service to celebrate
his life will be held at St. Paul’s
Church in Westfield at 11:30 a.m.
on Saturday, January 19, 2019. Ar-
rangements are by Gray Funeral
Home of Westfield. You may go to
grayfuneralhomes.com for online
condolences.
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Groundwork Elizabeth
To Be Sierra Topic

AREA — The New Jersey Sierra
Club Loantaka Group will present
Jonathan C. Phillips, executive direc-
tor of Groundwork Elizabeth, at its
meeting on Wednesday, January 9.

Free and open to the public, the
meeting will take place from 7:30 to
9 p.m. at Library of The Chathams,
located at 214 Main Street, Chatham.

Mr. Phillips will focus on Ground-
work Elizabeth’s mission of build-
ing healthy, sustainable and equi-
table communities in Elizabeth and
throughout Union County. For more
information, call (908) 233-2414.

Scotch Plains Library To
Show Julia Roberts Films

SCOTCH PLAINS — During Janu-
ary, the public is invited to the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Fridays at
noon to watch movies starring Julia
Roberts. The schedule is as follows:

January 4 — Pretty Woman (R, 119
minutes). A Hollywood hooker signs
on for a weeklong job with a client
who is a corporate raider; he pays for
a makeover so she can act as his date.

January 11 — Notting Hill (PG-13,
124 minutes). An American movie
star falls for a shy Brit who owns a
bookstore in the title neighborhood.

January 18 — Mona Lisa Smile
(PG-13, 117 minutes). An indepen-
dent-minded woman accepts a teach-
ing position at Wellesley, an all-
women’s college in 1953, and tries to
help her students see the opportuni-
ties available to them.

January 25 — Eat Pray Love (PG-
13, 133 minutes). A divorcée leaves
her comfortable life behind to travel
to Italy, India and Bali. At each des-
tination she discovers a new aspect
of leading a happier life.

These events are free and open to
all interested participants. Registra-
tion is not required. For more infor-
mation, visit scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-
mail library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Library to Resume
Literary Café

CRANFORD — The Literary Café,
the book chat group of the Cranford
Public Library, has scheduled its first
2019 session for Saturday, January
12, at 10:15 a.m. It will take place in
the library’s Raddin Room.

Participants bring a few favorite
books and tell the other members of
the group what they like about them.
The books can be new or old, fiction
or non-fiction, classic or contempo-
rary. Sessions are one hour in length.

There is no required reading, and
participants will have the opportunity
to learn about books recommended
by other group members. Refresh-
ments will be served, courtesy of the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary. Registration is not required.

Subsequent sessions will take place
on Saturdays, February 2 and March
2, also at 10:15 a.m. The library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue. To see
what else is coming up at the library,
visit cranfordlibrary.org.

Jayson M. Astel
CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

Alan Bruce Conlin, Jr., 95,
Longtime Resident of Westfield

Alan B. Conlin, Jr.

Alan Bruce Conlin, Jr., 95, a 60-
year resident of Westfield, died on
Saturday December 29, 2018, at the
Care One Center in Wall Township,
N.J., where he had re-
cently resided.

Born in Plainfield,
Bruce was the son of the
late Alan Bruce Conlin,
Sr., an attorney and former
Westfield town council-
man, and Aileen Gary
Conlin. A 1942 graduate
of Westfield High School,
and Lehigh University,
School of Engineering, he
was a member of Phi
Sigma Epsilon fraternity.

Bruce served in the
U.S. Army during World War II in
the Signal Corps, where he saw ac-
tion in Central Europe and the
Rhineland with the 7th Army. Bruce
later worked for the Johns-Manville
Corporation and GAF Corporation.
After seven years of corporate engi-
neering work, he joined the staff of
the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME), where he worked
with various legislative and govern-
ment bodies in dealing with issues of
science.

He was a member of various advi-
sory panels such as the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures, the
American Society of Public Admin-
istration, the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, the
National Society of Professional En-
gineers, and the Council of Engi-
neering and Scientific Society Ex-
ecutives.

Bruce was a lifelong member of
St. Paul Episcopal Church in
Westfield, and was a founding mem-
ber of the Martin Wallberg Post No.

3 of the American Legion in
Westfield. He was a past Grand
Marshal for the Annual Westfield

Memorial Day Parade,
had been active with the
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club
and Westfield Little
League Baseball, and was
the secretary of the town’s
1976 Bicentennial Steer-
ing Committee.

Bruce was also pre-
ceded in death by his wife,
Ann Laing Conlin; his
son, Alan Bruce “Chip”
Conlin, III; his sister,
Peggy Norwine, and his
brother-in-law, Charles
“Bud” Pulis. Bruce is sur-

vived by his daughter, Meredith
O’Connor, and her husband, Joseph,
of Wall Township, N.J.; his son, Pe-
ter W. Conlin of Philadelphia, Pa.;
the mother of his children, Mrs.
Charlene Conlin; a stepson, Ken-
neth Brown, and his wife, Anna, of
Arizona; two grandchildren, Alan
Hudson and his wife, Lil Blanco, of
Teaneck, N.J., and Pamela Hudson
of Wall Township, N.J.; three great-
grandchildren, Devin Ferrogine,
Alana Hudson and Liam Hudson;
two sisters, Barbara “Bobby” Pulis
of Springfield, N.J., and Nancy Van
Dolman and her husband, John, of
Massachusetts; his brother-in-law,
David Norwine of Westfield, and
several nieces and nephews.

Memorial services are scheduled
for 10 a.m. on Friday, January 11,
2019, at St. Paul Episcopal Church
in Westfield, with burial to follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield, N.J.
Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Home of Westfield.
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Andrew A. Gioia, Esq., 83, Family Man;
Enjoyed Chess, Art, Golf and History

Andrew A. Gioia, Esquire, passed
away Sunday, December 30, 2018,
surrounded by the love of his family
at his home in Westfield, N.J. He was
83 years old.

Born December 7, 1935 in New-
ark, N.J., to Bridget and Frank Gioia,
Andrew graduated from East Side
High School in Paterson in 1954 and
then Rutgers University in 1969, with
a Bachelor of Arts degree. Andy then
put himself through Law School at
night while working as a claims ad-
juster for State Farm by day, earning
a law degree from Seton Hall in 1974.
Upon passing the bar later that same
year, Andy immediately went into
private practice, where he special-
ized in criminal law and became a
fixture in the Morris, Sussex and
Warren County courthouses until his
retirement in 2000.

Mr. Gioia was a skilled chess
player and artist, and his sharp mind
gave him a knack for logic puzzles
and riddles. He also enjoyed golf,
and was an avid history buff. A lov-
ing family man, Andrew was happi-

est when spending time with his fam-
ily, particularly at the beach or on
outdoor hikes and bike rides. His dry
sense of humor was always the source
of contagious laughter, and he could
rarely finish telling a joke before
bursting out laughing himself.

Andrew is survived by his loving
wife of 30 years, Kathryn Gioia; his
children, Glenn, Kristy, Deborah and
Marc; daughter-in-law, Stacey; his
grandchildren, Frankie, Nikki, Ro-
man, Tyler, Brendan, Jordan and
Casey; sister, Chris, and brother-in-
law, Mike; niece, Patty, and nephew,
Michael.

Friends and family will gather be-
tween 7 and 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
January 3, at the Dooley Colonial
Funeral Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield. A funeral mass will begin
at 11 a.m. on Friday, January 4, at the
Parish of St. Helen on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made in Andrew’s
memory to Center for Hope Hospice
and Palliative Care in Scotch Plains.

January 3, 2019
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Westfield Area Y to Host
Open House Events Jan. 5

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA will hold Summer Day
Camp and Child Care Education
open house events this Saturday,
January 5.

The Camp Open House will take
place at the Main Y Facility, located
at 220 Clark Street, Westfield, from
10 a.m. to noon. All Westfield Area
YMCA camps are ACA-accredited
and include traditional, sports,
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Math), lead-
ership and travel options.

Camps are available for youth
ages 3 to 15 with locations in
Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield. Full-day and half-day
camps are offered by the week or
all summer long. Camp Early Bird
registration also will begin at the
open house.

Child Care Education Open House

events and registration for the 2019-
2020 school year also will be held
Saturday at the following locations
and times: Bauer Branch, 422 East
Broad Street, Westfield, 10 a.m. to
noon; Early Learning Center, 170
Elm Street, Westfield, 10 a.m. to
noon, and Garwood Family Center
Y, 500 East Street, Garwood, 9:30 to
11 a.m. Registration also will begin
for the 2019-2020 school year for
full-day child care, half-day and full-
day preschool, full-day Kindergar-
ten and Garwood before/after-school
care. The Westfield before/after-
school care open house will be held
in March.

For information on all Westfield
Area YMCA programs and services,
visit westfieldynj.org or call the
Welcome Center at (908) 301-
YMCA (9622). Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

GOING GAGA...Westfield Area YMCA summer campers participate in a game
of GaGa at Sports Camp. Camp and 2019-2020 school year open house events will
take place this Saturday, January 5.

Garwood Public Library
Slates January Events

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced ac-
tivities scheduled for the second half
of January.

Adult Craft will be featured on
Tuesday, January 15, at 6 p.m. At-
tendees will make a craft to bring
home. Participation is limited to 10
and registration is required.

Toddler Story Time, for newborns
to age 4, will be offered on Wednes-
days, at 10:30 a.m., beginning January
9. No registration is required. The
program includes stories, songs,
bubbles and more. The Pipsqueak Play-
ers will visit Story Time on January 16.

Kid’s Craft also will take place on
January 16, at 3 p.m. Children in
second grade and up will make a fun
craft. Participation is limited to 20
and registration is required.

Aging Services Kiosk will be avail-
able on Thursday, January 17, from
10 a.m. to noon. Union County Divi-
sion on Aging staff will be on hand to
assist seniors, age 60 and older, or
their caregivers with information on
services such as meal delivery, re-
spite care, adult day care and support
services for caregivers.

Explore It, which offers after-school
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics) fun for kids
in third grade and older, will be held

on Tuesdays at 3 p.m., starting Janu-
ary 22, in the Lincoln School Art
Room. Registration is required and
limited to 16.

“The Joys of Backyard Bird Feed-
ing” will be presented on Wednesday,
January 23, at 7 p.m. A representative
from Wild Birds Unlimited in Scotch
Plains will explain how to use bird
feeders, food, water and shelter to
attract native birds. He also will cover
how to discourage nuisance animals
and how to make one’s property bird
friendly.

Lego will be available on two Thurs-
days, January 10 and 24, at 3 p.m.
Children ages 4 through 12 are invited
to build whatever comes to mind. Some
Lego creations will be displayed in the
library showcase. Registration is re-
quired and limited to 15.

The Monday Afternoon Book
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on January
28 to discuss “The Tuscan Child”
by Rhys Bowen. No registration is
required.

The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at 411 Third Avenue. It will be
closed on Monday, January 21, for
Martin Luther King Day. For more
information and to register for pro-
grams, call (908) 789-1670. Further
information also is available at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church. It is
located on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield. The next meeting will take
place on January 7. These are infor-
mation and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 233-8757.

Optimist Club, Rotary Team
On Holiday Food Baskets

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Optimist Club of Westfield and the
Rotary Club of Westfield again dem-
onstrated their shared commitment
to community service December 15
by providing a record number of
holiday food baskets to almost 100
Westfield area families and individu-
als in need.

The Holiday Food Basket program
has been an annual community service
project for the Optimist Club of
Westfield for the past 28 years. This
project is made possible through the

generosity and funding of the Optimist
Club, the Rotary Club of Westfield,
personal financial contributions from
members and friends, support from
King’s Supermarket in assembling
food boxes, and cookies from Deli-
cious Orchards in Colts Neck.

Fifty volunteers from both organi-
zations contributed to the success of
the project, which reflects the goals
of both the Optimist Club and Ro-
tary in helping the local community.

For information about the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield, go to
westfieldnj.com/optimist and for in-
formation about the Rotary Club of
Westfield, go to westfieldrotary.com.

Clinic to Be Held
For Blood Pressure

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, January
8, from 10 a.m. to noon. No registra-
tion is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Lifelong Westfield to Offer
Prop. Tax Event For Seniors
WESTFIELD — Lifelong

Westfield will host a special forum
for senior citizens on the current
property-tax revaluation on
Wednesday, January 9, at 10 a.m. It
will take place at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue.

Seniors who own their homes
are encouraged to attend to obtain
information about the revaluation
and what the next steps of the pro-
cess are going to be in 2019.

Neil Rubinstein of Realty Ap-
praisal Co. and Jim Gildea,
Westfield town administrator, will
give a short presentation address-
ing the revaluation, including the
timeline and appeals process. Af-
terwards, they will take questions
on issues of concern to seniors, many
of whom have owned their homes
for several decades. This is the first
formal revaluation the town has

undertaken in more than 25 years.
The forum will be held in As-

sembly Hall on the first floor of the
Presbyterian Church. Ground-floor
access is available directly from
the parking lot in the rear of the
church.

Lifelong Westfield is a new initia-
tive of the Mayor’s Senior Advisory
Council to attract and retain senior
citizens. For additional information or
in the event of inclement weather, con-
tact lifelong@westfieldnj.gov or call
(908) 301-1287.

FOCUS ON SENIORS...Mayor Shelley Brindle welcomes attendees to the Senior
Services Expo on December 14, sponsored by Lifelong Westfield, a new initiative
to attract and retain senior citizens. The group will host an information session for
seniors on the property-tax revaluation on Wednesday, January 9, at 10 a.m., at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Singles Group Posts
January Meetings

WESTFIELD — The Sunday
Morning Singles Discussion Group
will meet to converse on a myriad of
topics every Sunday of 2019.

Meetings will take place this month
on January 6, 13, 20 and 27, from 9
to 10 a.m., on the lower level of the
church. This nondenominational
group enjoys a continental breakfast
followed by lively conversation. A
$2 donation is requested.

The First Baptist Church of
Westfield is located at 170 Elm
Street. For more information, call
(908) 686-0563.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Hearing Soc. to Resume
Classes January 10

WESTFIELD — The Hearing So-
ciety, a support group for people
who are experiencing hearing loss,
will resume its weekly speech read-
ing classes on Thursday, January
10. Classes take place at 10:30 a.m.
at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

These informal classes provide in-
struction in strategies for coping with
hearing loss as well as improved
techniques for better communica-
tion. The sessions continue to focus
on speech (lip) reading and various
additional methods that will improve
word recognition. Led by speech
pathologist Morgan Orlowski, dis-
cussions of related problems are of-
ten included in the agenda.

New members are always welcome
to join the Society and take part in
these weekly sessions. For more infor-
mation about The Hearing Society and
the classes, contact Alice Knecht at
azknecht@gmail.com.

CRANFORD — The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue, will
hold its eight-week seminar entitled
“Journey to Wholeness — Healing
the Grieving Heart” on Sunday eve-
nings from January 13 to March 3.

Patti Williams, R.N., who also is
a certified pastoral bereavement
counselor, and Dr. Virginia Waters,
Ph.D., a psychologist, will lead the
sessions from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
the church. This location is handi-
capped accessible.

Mrs. Williams and Dr. Waters have
offered this seminar for more than 18
years, and have helped 2,800 people
experience healing, find a new pur-

pose for their lives and feel joy once
again. “This is an experience like no
other,” stated Mrs. Williams.

The sessions include learning about
the stages of grief, understanding the
tasks of the grieving process, coping
strategies, dealing with loneliness,
building a support system and more.

The seminar is dedicated to Mrs.
Williams’ late husband, the Rever-
end Dr. Bruce D. Williams, who
had a vision for this program to help
others deal with their pain during
their time of loss.

One participant stated, “I have
learned more along this heartbreak-
ing journey than I ever thought pos-
sible. I have learned that you will
never ever forget your love and that
you are changed forever, but you
need to give yourself permission to
heal. I have learned that I can revisit
the past, but I cannot live in it,
because it undermines my present
and all that I have is just today. I
have learned that love never dies
and my love is with me always be-
cause he sends me signs to tell me
so. These are my greatest treasures.”

Both the leaders and all the facilita-
tors have experienced loss and share
from the inside out. “It does not mat-
ter if the loss is divorce, death or job
loss; loss is loss, it must be grieved. It
does not matter how long ago you
experienced loss,” said Mrs. Will-
iams. All faiths are welcome. To reg-
ister for this event, call Mrs. Williams
at (908) 709-1341. No fee is charged,
although registration is required.

To learn more about this and other
programs at the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, visit the church
website at firstprescranford.org/.

Writer to Speak On
Ukrainian Genealogy
WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-

cal Society of the West Fields will
meet next Thursday, January 10, when
Mike Buryk will speak on Ukrainian
genealogy. The meeting will begin at
1 p.m. and will take place at the
Westfield Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street. All are wel-
come to attend.

Ukraine is a large country in East-
ern Europe with a population of al-
most 45 million, and it has played an
important role in European history
for many years. Its émigrés and de-
scendants live in various countries
around the world, including the
United States and Canada. There are
almost 200,000 Ukrainians or people
of Ukrainian descent living in the
New York metropolitan area.

Mr. Buryk is a freelance researcher,
writer and speaker on Ukrainian and
Lemko genealogy and history. He
has given talks on this topic since
2011 to various audiences in the
New York metropolitan area, Penn-
sylvania and in Ukraine. His talk, “A
First Taste of Ukrainian Genealogy,”
will offer a short overview of Ukrai-
nian history, including background
on the waves of immigration that
have come to the United States, and
an outline of how to find genealogi-
cal information for Ukrainian ances-
tors both in this country and abroad.

Seminar Series to Begin
On Grief and Healing

SHARED JOURNEY...Patti Williams, R.N., left, and Dr. Virginia Waters, Ph.D.,
will once again lead the seminar “Journey to Wholeness — Healing the Grieving
Heart” on Sunday evenings beginning January 13 at the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford.

Support Local Journalism
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid in-store at Wild Birds Unlimited of
Scotch Plains or listed or by shopping
online at
www.mywbu.com/scotchplains. One
discount per purchase. Offer not valid
on previous purchases, gift cards,
optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Offer valid 1/4/19 thru
1/14/19. Code:SW10 

$10 OFF $50* 

JACOBS, HOERLE, COMPOSTO, SIMPSON, MILLER, LODER WIN; SCANLAN SECOND; SILBER, HEARD FOURTH

Blue Devils Claim 6 Champs, Win Panther Mat Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A real team performance of the
decade (or more) indeed! When it
came down to describing how well
the Westfield High School wrestling
team made out at the Annual Roselle
Park Panther Tournament featuring
11 teams on December 28, one of the
defining comments had to be HUGE!
The Blue Devils claimed six champi-
ons and easily won the tournament
with a 199.5 total.

A distant second was West Essex

(WE) with 161.5, followed by
Piscataway (Pisc — 2 champs) with
137.5. The hosting Roselle Park Pan-
thers took fourth at 122 and claimed
three champions — Gabe Leo (113-
lbs), Mark Montgomery (132-lbs) and
Elvin Guerrero (145-lbs). West
Milford (WM — 1 champ) was fifth
at 93.5, Passaic Valley (PV) was sixth
at 83.5, Woodbridge (Wd) was sev-
enth at 72, Hillsborough (H — 1
champ) was eighth at 69, Franklin (F)
— 1 champ) was ninth at 50, Passaic
(Pa) was 10th at 38 and Madison (M)

was 11th at 35.5.
Blue Devil seniors Jordan Simpson

(170-lbs), Tim Miller (195-lbs) and
Brendan Loder (220-lbs), juniors
Luke Hoerle (120-lbs) and CJ
Composto (126-lbs) and freshman
Luke Jacobs (106-lbs) all claimed
individual titles, while junior Luke
Scanlan (160-lbs) took second. Jun-
ior Jeremy Silber (132-lbs) and sopho-
more John Heard (285-lbs) placed
fourth. Sophomore Anthony Ciotta
(138-lbs) and senior Theo Dardia
(145-lbs) placed fifth. Junior James

Greco placed sixth after a very tight
bout for fifth.

Miller, seeded second at 195, be-
gan his journey to the finals with a
pair of pins — Isaiah Ayala - (F) with
a wrist/half nelson in 1:37 and Sam
Carsillo (WE) with a takedown to
half nelson in 3:39. Miller used his
favorite head-and-arm takedown with
a snap down in his bout with Carsillo.

“I knew from the last match that kid
wrestled that he liked front head too,
so I wasn’t expecting to get too many
shots off. So I got that snap down right

off the bat. I was looking for a few tilts
but rode him out most of that period,”
Miller said.

Miller also worked a stretch
hammerlock and an underhook in an
effort to turn Carsillo to his back.

“I got the hammer, took a little bit
of weight off him but I should have
been quicker ripping that arm up and
getting him flat on his belly. I almost
had him but I didn’t have the right
pressure on that,” Miller explained.

Facing Nick Recine (Pisc) in the
title bout, Miller overcame a bearhug

takedown in the first period then came
through with a head-and-arm
takedown to carry a 3-3 tie into the
third period. Miller added an escape
and followed up with another head-
and-arm walkaround takedown to grab
the crown with a 6-3 decision.

As the top seed at 220-lbs, Loder
unloaded on his first opponent with a
5:00 pin using a double-leg drive to
back takedown. In the semifinal bout,
Loder worked a single-leg trip, a double-
leg tackle and three counter takedowns

ROONEY SINKS 20 PTS, CROWLEY 12; HOWLAND 6 RBS

Blue Devils Burn WW-P No.
In Ridge Hoops Tourney, 45-43

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Matt Crowley’s coordina-
tion with junior Griffin Rooney, espe-
cially in the fourth quarter, played a
major role in determining the out-
come of the Westfield High School
boys basketball game with the West
Windsor-Plainsboro North Knights

in the Len Sepanak Memorial Tour-
nament Round Robin play at Ridge
High School on December 27. With a
pair of short runs, the Knights turned
a seven-point deficit into a two-point
lead with 1:06 remaining but with a
lay-up by Rooney, successful pres-
sure on an inbound pass and a lay-up
by Crowley, the Blue Devils pulled
out a 45-43 victory.

Limiting the length of those runs
was of major importance to the Blue
Devils throughout the game. Trailing
10-5 in the first quarter, the Knights
deliberately stepped up the pressure
and combined steals with fast breaks
to sprint to an 8-0 run, eventually
winning the quarter 13-12. The Blue
Devils answered with a 10-2 run to
take a 27-24 lead at the half then they
added another 8-0 run grab a 37-30
lead at the end of three quarters.

“Basketball is a game of runs. We
had ours, they had theirs. We really
try to make strives to eliminate that
run to like six and eight points be-
cause in the last games they have
been 15-2 runs. So we did better in
that aspect. We kind of settled down,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Jim McKeon
said.

“Our coach said basketball is a
game of runs. The winner is going to
be whoever is able to stop the runs
better. And we were able to stop the
run today. We limited their run to only
eight,” Rooney said.

“We were giving the ball away too
easily. They were very scrappy, very
good defensive team. We got a little
rattled. Fortunately we were able to
clean that up towards the end of the
game and pull out the ‘W’ ”, Crowley
said.

The Blue Devils pulled out a huge
“W” the day before when they lev-
eled Ridge, 46-28, in their first Round
Robin Game.

“Yesterday it kind of clicked for us
defensively, offensively. A lot of guys
contributed. It’s what we want to look
like. It all culminated in the three
games prior to this and it clicked for
us. We had nine guys score. We had
11 guys in the game and that’s what
we can be if we apply pressure to
other teams, make them work for ev-
ery point. It was nice to watch,” Coach
McKeon expressed.

“It was a big game for us. We came

in, we knew what we had to do and we
were prepared well. Our defense
worked really well. We played tight
and really executed. Our teammates
stepped up, all our bench players
stepped up. It was a great team win
and a great team effort,” Crowley
said.

“It was really all the defense be-

cause we played really tight defense.
We didn’t let them score, so our de-
fense turned into offense and that’s
where we really picked it up. Our
offense really picked it up in the third
quarter. We went 17-5. That’s what
gave us the energy to beat Ridge,”
Rooney added.

In the first quarter, Crowley and
Rooney each sank five points and
Tommy McGuire (2 blocks, 3 re-
bounds) scored two points. Crowley,
who would finish with 12 points, four
assists and five rebounds, knocked
down another five points in the sec-
ond quarter, while Mike Kane and
Rooney each banged a 3-pointer.

Assists and stubborn defense
came in handy as the Blue Dev-
ils won the third quarter, 10-6.
Rooney (5 rebounds), who fin-
ished with a game-high 20
points, sank six points, includ-
ing a pair of free throws. Declan
McCauley and freshman Lo-
gan Howland (4 points) each
netted two points and Kane took
a charge during their 8-0 run.

Howland was quite impres-
sive under the boards as he
pulled six rebounds. Colin Freer
also added three rebounds and
a steal.

“The freshman got his work
today. He got a little bit of time
yesterday. Played well. Little
bit of jitters. Today he came in.
From eighth grade to varsity is
a huge jump in speed. He will
get it. He’s going to be a fantas-
tic player. He helped on the
glass where we struggled. He
was bouncing all over the place,
getting hands on everything,”

Coach McKeon said.
The Knights scored the first five

points of the fourth quarter to cut the
Blue Devils’ lead to two points and
McKeon called a timeout with 3:09
remaining. Rooney answered with a
pair of lay-ups and Will Kessler came

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

(908) 233-5555

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite

2017 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence
Sales Award® Platinum

Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 6th • 1-3PM

538 Colonial Avenue, Westfield $899,000
Welcome home! Move right in to this lovely, updated three bedroom center hall colonial on one of
Westfield‘s most sought after streets in the highly desirable Gardens section. The warm and inviting
living room with gas fireplace and oak hardwood floors flows perfectly to the private den/home office.
The formal dining room with built in corner cabinet, eat in kitchen with custom cabinetry and granite
countertops along with a powder room complete the first floor. There are three bedrooms and two full
baths on the second floor including a private master suite with its own master bath. The Iower level has
another full bath with shower as well as a finished basement/rec room for additional living space.  Sit
back and relax on the beautiful outdoor patio with stone seat walls overlooking the spacious backyard &
professionally landscaped grounds. Additional amenities include a Generac whole house generator,
bluestone front walkway & pillars,  Andersen Woodright and Pella windows, irrigation system, fenced in
backyard, gardening shed, upgraded electrical & Smart Home security system including remote access to
lights, locks, thermostat, etc. Conveniently located close to all schools, Westfield’s award winning
downtown and NYC transportation, don't miss the opportunity to make this Gardens gem your home!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A DOUBLE-LEG TAKEDOWN...Blue Devil Brendan Loder gets a double-leg takedown on Mike Podmokly
(West Milford) in the 220-lb championship bout and wins, 9-4, to seize the title at the Roselle Park Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A KNIGHT...Blue Devils Mike Kane, left, and Matt Crowley, No. 11,
pressure a West Windsor-Plainsboro North Knight at the Sepanak Tournament.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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PARK KEY GOALS; OLIVERI, HOWARD, HUMISTON SCORE

Blue Devil Icemen Tie Ridge;
Top Montclair & Ridgewood
As they approach the mid-point of

the 2018-19 season the Westfield High
School boys varsity ice hockey team
identity has continued to evolve.

“We want to be a team that is tough
to play against”, said Head Coach Joe
Bertucci, who added, “We are a young
team and it’s important to play hard
but we also need to win games.”

A busy week of three important
contests promised to test the resolve
of the Blue Devils’ bench general.

The first game of week was a tall
order for the Blue Devils. The oppo-
nent, the Ridge High School Red
Devils, a perennial powerhouse, was
ranked number 13 in the state enter-
ing the contest. Westfield was

unranked.
Complicating matters for the Blue

Devils was the absence of senior cap-
tain goalie CJ Duffy due to an undis-
closed middle body injury. For most
high school hockey teams losing their
starting goalie would be akin to the
cast of Hamilton performing without
Lin-Manuel Maranda. Fortunately, the
Westfield squad has an abundance of
riches at the goalie position. Senior
Zack Peterson filled in for Duffy and
was outstanding between the pipes.
Peterson was able to hold the high-
powered Red Devils offense to two
goals.

Although the play was balanced
between the two satanic-mascot teams,

Ridge led throughout most of the tilt.
With roughly 67 seconds left in the
game and Westfield down 2-1, Coach
Bertucci signaled Peterson to the
bench in favor of an additional skater.
The six Blue Devil attackers worked
calmly but feverishly and with less
than one second remaining, senior
alternate captain Alex Park was able
to tally the equalizer and snatch a 2-2
tie from the jaws of defeat.

Next up on the schedule for the Blue
Devils were the Montclair Mounties.
Duffy, fearing becoming a modern-
day Wally Pipp, returned to the blue
paint for the match. While it lacked the
theatrics of the clash against Ridge this
tilt satisfied Blue Devil boosters with
the most complete 45-minute effort of
the season and a 4-1 victory. The of-
fensive outburst was led by senior
Anthony Oliveri with two goals in-
cluding a Herculean unassisted short-
handed effort. Dylan Howard and John
Humiston each had a gino and helpers
were handed out by Dan McDonald
and Alex Park with two.

The third game of the week was a
timely holiday road trip to the land of
the malls, Bergen County, where
Westfield took on Ridgewood at the
Ice House in Hackensack. The Blue
Devils closed out 2018 with a con-
vincing 2-0 victory over the Maroons.
Park continued his torrid scoring pace
by putting the biscuit in the basket
twice. It was freshman lend-a-hand
night as Thomas Conrod provided an
assist on the first goal and Matt Beke
provided a beauty of a pass for the
apple on the second goal.

At weeks end the Blue Devils record
stands at 4-2-3. The Blue Devils will
take a well-deserved break until early
2019 and look to pick up where they
left off when they return to the ice.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

Photo courtesy of James Finver

GREAT WEEK ON THE ICE...The Westfield Blue Devil Icmen had a great week on the ice beginning with a tie against Ridge
and ending with victories over Montclair and Ridgewood. Senior Alex Park, No. 3, was productive on the scoring end and
goalkeeper CJ Duffy, No. 35, was tough in goal.

WILLIAMS BUCKETS 14 PTS, PORTER 9 PTS, PIESH 6 PTS

Raider Boys Top Tigers, 45-34;
In ‘Cotoia’ Hoops Tournament

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jayson Williams scored 14 points
to lead the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team to
a 45-34 victory over the South
Plainfield Tigers in the consolation
round of the Anthony. J. Cotoia Tour-
nament held in South Plainfield on
December 28. The Raiders broke
away from a 16-16 halftime tie by
outscoring South Plainfield, 19-6, in
the third quarter. It was the first vic-
tory of the season for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood after starting out with four
straight losses.

“In the third quarter we really moved
the ball a lot better,” said Scotch
Plains-Fanwood senior Anthony Por-
ter. “We spread them out and their
defense really wasn’t too good. They
weren’t really sure of what they were
doing and in the third quarter we were
able to hit our shots.”

The Raiders got a strong contribu-
tion from the bench in this game with
underclassmen Christian Piesch and
Matuesz Sierant seeing extended ac-
tion during a critical 10-0 third quar-
ter run that helped Scotch Plains-
Fanwood build a 28-18 lead.

“We were patient and played to-
gether as a team,” said Raider Head
Coach Steven Siracusa. “We didn’t
try to do too much. We made some
good reads off of our offense and got
better looks than we had been getting
and we shot the ball with confidence.
Christian and Matuesz gave us great
minutes off the bench today. They are
still learning and working to gain var-
sity experience. But Christian gave us
a lot of energy on the boards and with
his defensive effort and Matuesz got
us started a little bit offensively with
his shooting and basketball IQ. They
have a long way to go but they were
big additions for us off the bench in
this game.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood handled the

Tiger press with great success in the
second half. The Raiders found their
way past the pressure defense by
moving the ball smartly up the floor
with crisp passes and frequently found
cutters behind the defense for easy
lay-ups.

“Our performance against the press
was pretty good overall,” said Porter.
“They were down by 10, so they tried
to use it to get back into the game. We
moved the ball pretty well against it
and got some open looks and easy
baskets to keep our lead.”

The Raiders allowed the home team
to cut the lead to five points early in
the fourth quarter as South Plainfield
hit five of six free throws and Dondre
Tate drained a three-pointer from the
top to make it a 35-30 game. But that
was as close as South Plainfield would
get. Another beautiful press break that
went from Porter to teammate Justin

Fletcher to Piesch in transition stopped
the run. Then Anthony Porter nailed
6-for-6 free throws down the stretch
to rebuild the lead 45-31.

After several disappointing losses
to start the season, the Raiders finally
had their first “W”.

“When you are 0-4, it never tastes
really good,” said Porter. “But at prac-
tice we never stop grinding. We came
out and we really wanted this one and
we were able to get our first win.”

Moving forward, Siracusa hopes
his team can use this win as a spring-
board into the rest of the schedule.

“We are hoping that this game can
be like that first win you need to get a
snowball effect going,” said Siracusa.
“Sometimes you just need to do it
once to be able to see that you can be
successful.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood   4 12 19 10 45
South Plainfield   7   9   6 12 34

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team turned in a great showing
by placing second at the Tunkhannock
Holiday Tournament that featured 26
teams in Pa. on December 28-29.
Wyoming Seminary took top team
honors with a total of 206.5, followed
by the Cougars with a 175.5 total.
Tunkhannock Area placed third with
a 147.5 total.

Senior AJ Bencivenga placed sec-
ond at 152-lbs after dropping a tough
9-7 decision. Bencivenga began his
journey with pins in the first round
and quarterfinals then added another
pin in the semifinals to reach the fi-
nals. Senior Dean Smith also placed
second at 132-lbs. Smith won by ma-
jority decision in the opening round,
won by fall in the quarterfinals then
won by decision in the semifinals.

Senior Conor Halpin won by deci-
sion in his bout for third place at 145-
lbs. Halpin began his quest with a pin
then lost by decision in the quarterfinals.
He won by decision in both of his
wrestleback rounds to reach the third-
place round. Senior Ky’ell Roper, com-
peting at 160-lbs, won his first bout by
pin then dropped a decision in the
quarterfinals. Roper recovered to win
by fall in his first wrestleback then won
by decision in the consolation semis.
He then claimed third with a decision.

Bouncing up a couple of weight
classes, senior Matt Doran placed third
at 220-lbs. Doran won his first and

second bouts by pins then lost in the
semifinals. He followed up with a
majority decision to wrestle for third
place where he won by decision. Se-
nior Zach Blevins won his first bout
by pin at 195-lbs then lost in the
quarterfinals. He won his next two
consolation bouts then lost by deci-
sion in his next bout to place fourth.

Senior Evan Kanterman placed
sixth at 170-lbs. After losing his first
bout, Kanterman won three straight

before losing in the consolation semis
and the bout for fifth. Will Fernandez
competed at 113-lbs and placed sev-
enth. He won his opening bout by fall
then lost in the quarters to wrestleback
for seventh. Patrick Kalnins also
placed seventh at 120-lbs, winning
his opening bout then eventually wres-
tling back for seventh. Justin Alpaugh-
McLean won a pair of bouts to place
eighth at 182-lbs. Freshman Colin
Murray (138-lbs) won two bouts.

Cougar Matmen Capture Second
At Tunkhannock Holiday TourneyBlue Devils Edge Edison,

Crush Union in Hoops

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 1/24/19 downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Bridge Preventive Maintenance Contract 2018-3, Thirty-Nine (39) Bridges,
Routes US-1&9, US-22, I-78, I-278, & NJ-81, Rahway Twp., Linden Twp.,

Elizabeth City, & Newark City, Essex & Union Counties
Federal Project No: NHP-0001(327), DP No: 18457

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964.  Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com.  You must subscribe to use this service.  To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site.  Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access.  The fee schedule is available on the web site.  All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 01/03/19, 01/10/19 and 01/17/19, The Leader Fee: $217.26

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team recovered well from
a loss to Hunterdon Central during
the first round of the Len Sepanak
Memorial Tournament to edge 3-2
Edison, 41-39, in the second round on
December 27 then crunch the Union
Farmers, 65-20, in the final round on
December 29.

Ali Lisanti led the 3-3 Blue Devils
with 14 points, including four 3-point-
ers, and added an assist, a steal and a
rebound. Faith Dobosiewicz sank
eight points, including a 3-pointer,
and added three rebounds and an as-
sist. Chloe Kreusser had five points,
two steals and a team-leading eight

rebounds. Sam Stravach had two
points, five rebounds, a block and a
steal. Lily Maz had five points (3-
pointer), five assists and three re-
bounds. Emma Pietrewicz had four
points and a steal, Grace Klag had
three points, four rebounds, a block
and a steal, and Charlotte Dursee had
three steals and a rebound.

Lourdes Marasigan led Edison with
11 points, including a 3-pointer.
Samira Sargent had eight points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers, and
Angella Consolazio netted six points.
Kenisha Chester had five points.

Against the Farmers, Lisanti came
up with 15 points, including four 3-
pointers, and added four steals, three
assists and a block. Stravach (6 re-
bounds) and Pietrewicz (4 rebounds,
3 assists) each netted 10 points.
Kreusser (4 points, 3 assists, steal)
pulled a team-leading 10 rebounds.
Klag scored eight points, Dobosiewicz
had four points, six rebounds and two
steals, and Maz had six points, three
assists and two rebounds. Sam Lefteris
bucketed six points, Dursee had two
points and a pair of steals, and Mary
McHugh had two rebounds, an assist
and a steal.

Krizia Aponte led the Farmers with
11 points and Julianna Gore had seven
points
Westfield   7 17   9   8 41
Edison 11 11 13   4 39

Westfield 20 18 13 14 65
Union   2   7   9   2 20

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on January 23,
2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 324 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 91 Lot
3.01, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Fanwood Plaza Partners LLC.

The applicant requests replacement of 4
foot fence in certain sections facing South
Avenue with a 6 foot fence which is in
violation of:

Section 184.108C of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: replace
portions of 4 foot fence facing South Av-
enue with a 6 foot fence; Permitted: 4 feet;
Present: 4 feet; Proposed: 6 feet.

Section 184.119.H2 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: fence on
South Avenue frontage; Permitted: none;
Present: 4 feet; Proposed: 6 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Cooper Rose LLC
324 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07974
Attorney for Applicant:
Karen Wachs
33 Bleeker Street
Millburn, New Jersey 07041
1 T - 01/03/19, The Leader Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
office of Fairview Cemetery, 1100 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, Mon-
day, January 28, 2019 at 4:00 P.M., for
the election of four Trustees each for a
term of three years, to succeed Frank F.
Abella, Jr., Sandra G. Antonelli, Steven
J. Burke, and Jonathan E. Walker whose
terms will then expire and for the transac-
tion of such other business as may be
presented at the meeting.

Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer

1 T - 01/03/19, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-789-4090  www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE – 2019

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2019 in the Program
Room or Technical Services Department
of the Westfield Memorial Library, 550
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m., the said meeting dates being
the following Thursdays, unless otherwise
noted.

January 24, 2019 Thursday
February 28, 2019 Thursday
March 28, 2019 Thursday
April 25, 2019 Thursday
May 23, 2019 Thursday
June 27, 2019 Thursday
September 26, 2019 Thursday
October 24, 2019 Thursday
November 21, 2019 Thursday
December 19, 2019 Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned no-
tice has been prepared and will be posted,
mailed and filed in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act.
1 T - 1/3/19, The Leader Fee: $

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

 PLANNING BOARD

2019 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey will be held in Council
Chambers, First Floor, Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains at 7:30
p.m. on the following Mondays in 2019,
unless otherwise indicated:

January 7, 2019 –
Reorganizational meeting

January 28
February 11
February 25

March 11
March 25

April 8
April 22
May 13

Wednesday, May 29
June 10
June 24
July 8

July 22
September 9

September 23
Wednesday, October 16

October 28
Wednesday, November 13

November 25
December 9

January 13, 2020 –
Reorganizational meeting

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, any person that might re-
quire special needs should be in touch with
the Board Office during normal business
hours so that their needs may be ad-
dressed. All interested persons may be
present and be heard.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary

1 T - 1/3/19, The Times Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
January 14, 2019, in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Devin Clarke, 529 Wychwood Road.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
an addition and retain a one-car garage
contrary to Section 11.06E14 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a
two-car garage.  Proposed is a one-car
garage.

Brett Kahn, 606 Benson Place. Appli-
cant is seeking approval to construct a first
and second floor addition and a two-car
garage contrary to Section 11.09E5,
11.09E7, and 11.09E13 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
front yard setback of 30.1 feet. Proposed is
29.5 feet. Ordinance requires a minimum
rear yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is
22 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum con-
tinuous wall length of 25 feet. Proposed is
28 feet.

Lori Spector, 132 Marlboro Street.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
an addition contrary to Section 11.09E6
and 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 8 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20%. Proposed is 20.07%.

Jacqueline Stelling, 146 Harrison Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct an open front porch contrary to
Section 11.09E6 and 11.09E14 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 10 feet. Pro-
posed is 5.6 feet. Ordinance requires a
one-car garage. Proposed is no garage.

Robert Rossitto, 817 Lenape Trail.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
an addition contrary to Section 11.04E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum side yard setback of 15
feet. Proposed is 11.88 feet to the house
and 9.13 feet to the chimney.

Raymond & Gail Mooney, 815
Dartmoor. Applicants are seeking ap-
proval to install a fence contrary to Section
12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum fence height of 4
feet. Proposed is a fence height of 6 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 01/03/19, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Tax Assessment List for The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for the 2019 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Monday,
February 25, 2019 between the hours of
8:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Tax
Assessor’s Office, RM. 122, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/3/19, The Times Fee: $11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Tax Assessment List for The Bor-
ough of Fanwood for the 2019 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Thursday,
February 21, 2019 between the hours of
5:00 P.M. and 8:00 P.M. in the Municipal
Building Lobby, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/3/19, The Times Fee: $11.22

Courtesy of a Cranford fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE FIREMAN’S...Cougar AJ Bencibenga, facing, works a
fireman’s takedown in his 152-lb bout at the Tuckhannock Pa. Holiday Tourna-
ment on December 28-29. Bencivenga took second and the Cougars took second.

Courtesy of a Cranford fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOURTH AT 195-LBS...Cougar Zach Blevins placed fourth at 195-lbs at the
Tuckhannock Pa. Holiday Tournament on December 28-29. The Cougars took
second in the team total with 175.5 points.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

to grab a 12-4 majority decision over
Emilio Guerrero Nieto (H).

“My first match I was disappointed
with my offense, so I definitely fo-
cused more on that my second match.
I took better shots. Once I got that
single, I felt I was pretty comfortable
with the match that I could take him
down many more times. I kept listen-
ing to my coaches. My top [control]
was alright, couldn’t get the turn but I
majored him. I am ready for the fi-
nals,” Loder expressed.

Loder took care of business well in
his title bout with Mike Podmokly
(WM) making good use of several
double-leg takedowns to emerge with
a 9-4 decision and the crown.

Simpson, seeded second at 170-lbs

and receiving a first-round bye, had to
prove himself and began well with a 13-
3 majority decision over Yusef El Bayer
(Wd). His bout included a number of
double-leg tackles and a tilt nearfall.

“On the takedowns, I was working
my fakes, get the man jumping. I
knew if I got him jumping, I could get
his legs because he won’t know when
I am going. When I took him down,
we have been working on our tilts, so
coach says, ‘Go for it!’ So I went for
it,” Simpson explained.

Hoerle, who won the title last year
at 113-lbs, began his quest for the

120-lb title with an 18-3 technical fall
over Panther Mike Forstenhausler.
Hoerle exhibited a clinic of takedowns

and four two-point tilts to harvest his
points. Hoerle took a different ap-
proach in his semifinal bout with
Kendall Jordan (Pisc) when he intro-
duced him to the lights in 1:43 using
a lateral drop to front grapevine.

“I took him [Jordan] down in the
first. I was pretty sure I got a turn then
I let him up. I got him in a collar tie
where I had his arm strapped. I never
really used this move before but I fell
back and took him with me. It ended
up working out. He was on his back,”
Hoerle described.

Hoerle’s title bout with Carson
Barry (WE) was pretty much the same
as he used the lateral drop again to pin
him in 1:37.

Composto, the 106-lb champ last

year, wanted to check out his smooth-
ness in his 126-lb opening bout with
Raheen Rucker (Pisc). He began with
a backdoor takedown then added four
more takedowns and a pair of tight
waist tilts all in the first period then
added another takedown before stack-
ing Rucker in 3:17 with an arm bar/
half nelson. His semifinal bout with
Billy Garofalo (WE) was similar but
quicker when he pinned him in 1:29.

“My first match, my first couple of
takedowns were a little sloppy. I heard
coaches say work on my head posi-
tion. My second match I tried to focus

on not too much scoring but getting in
good positions that allow me to score.
I finished him, I had a single to a
cradle then I split his legs then walked
toward his head to put pressure on
him,” Composto described.

His title bout with Panther Eddie
Hummel, a very tough customer who
wrestled behind two state qualifiers
last year, would be a highly antici-
pated battle.

“He likes to go for big moves. It
should be a fun match,” Composto
commented.

The showdown arrived and after a
scoreless but active first period,
Composto gained a 3-1 lead with a re-
throw takedown then added an es-
cape and another takedown to earn a

6-2 decision.
Jacobs, the top seed at 106-lbs,

received a bye then after being sur-
prised with a takedown by Mike
Pescatore (WE), wasted little time by
responding with an escape and a
single-leg trip takedown before pin-
ning him with a wrist/half nelson com-
bination in 1:55 to advance to the
championship bout.

“I knew I got taken down but I knew
I would get up then take him down.
Then I tried to hammer him on top. I
tried to shoot a double but got caught.

When I took him down, I tried to
shoot for a half [nelson] but it wasn’t
there. I went to a one-on-one to an
arm bar. That wasn’t there then I went
back to the half and I pinned him,”
Jacobs recalled.

In his title bout with Desmond
Pleasant (Pisc), Jacobs hit him with a
lateral throw takedown and a double-
leg takedown in the first period, exer-
cised top control throughout the sec-
ond period then added a reversal and
a takedown to grab an 8-3 decision
and the crown.

Scanlan, seeded second at 160-lbs,
pinned Brian Musumeci (H) with an
arm bar/under hook in 1:36. In the
semifinal bout, Scanlan used his length
to get a double-leg trip takedown on

Sergio Cespedes (Wd). Length came
in handy again when he controlled
Cespedes from the top position in the
second period then he topped it off
with another takedown and a single
grapevine nearfall in the third to earn
an 8-0 majority decision

“I knew a lot of times if I can get in
on the shots, get an arm around it or
hand around, I know I can finish. I can
keep driving. My length helps tremen-
dously, so I kept shooting. They weren’t
the best shots. I was a little too far away
from my opponents but every time I

wrapped it up, I was able to finish,”
described Scanlan, who added, “On
top, he went switch but I knew extend-
ing my body it would be hard for him
to switch on me. When I put him on his
back, I was long enough to get my hand
out and stick him with the back points.”

Silber worked his moves very well
to earn an 11-2 majority decision over
Dan Mikita (Pisc) in his first bout at
132-lbs. Although he was outgunned,
12-3, by Montgomery in the semifi-
nals, he did not allow any back points.
Heard at 285-lbs used his football
linebacker balance to pin Dan Hasbani
(PV) with a double front grapevine in
3:59. Heard lost to Estevez, the even-
tual winner, and finished fourth.

Dardia won his first wrestleback
with a pin at 145-lbs then afterwards
recorded a 22-second fall over
Cameron Smith (Pisc) to take fifth.
Ciotta at 138-lbs wrestled well to
claim a 16-2 majority decision in his
first wrestleback then took fifth when

he pinned Dane Perrone (WE) with a
wrist/half nelson in 3:23. Greco won
his first wrestleback by pinning Mike
Santiago (F) with an arm bar/half
nelson in 5:01. Also in his bout, Greco
pulled off a smooth barrel roll
takedown. In his fifth-place bout,
Greco took it to the limit with Justin
Castaneda (PV) but lost by decision.

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
106: — Jacobs (W) d Pleasant (Pisc) 8-5
113: — Leo (RP) d Pleasant (Pisc) 6-4
120: — Hoerle (W) p Barry (WE) 1:37
126: — Composto (W) d Hummel (RP)
6-2
132: — Montgomery (RP) won inj def
138: — Trevor Fleet (WM) p Alex Sa-
mara (M) 1:41
145: — Guerrero (RP) d Bartley (WE) 5-1
152: — Ray O’Callaghan (H) md Craig
Blumeling (WM) 14-2
160: — Hatcher (Pisc) p Scanlan :54
170: — Simpson (W) d Kenny (WE) 6-5
182: — Nick Lodato (Pisc) won inj dft
195: — Miller (W) d Recine (pisc) 6-3
220: — Loder (W) d Podmokly (WM) 9-4
285: — Estevez (F) d Bardhyl Gashi
(WE) 6-2

Blue Devils Claim 6 Champions; Win Panther Holiday Mat Tournament

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

2019 ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL SECOND & FOURTH THURSDAY-7:15 PM
EXCEPT NOVEMBER 25, 2019 IS A MONDAY

2019 Council Meeting Schedule
Jan 10 & 24 Feb 14 & 28 March 14 & 28
April 11 & 30 (Tuesday) May 9 & 23 June 13 & 27
July 11 & 25 Aug 8 & 22 Sept 12 & 26
Oct 10 & 24 Nov 14 & 25 (Monday) Dec 12 & 26

Workshop  meetings commence at 7:00 p.m. same evening, preceding the Regular
Council Meeting.  Executive Sessions may be held at any meeting listed.

Formal action may be taken at any meeting listed.

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FIRST WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH - 8:00 PM
Except January is 2nd Wednesday
Held at Garwood Public Library – 411 Third Avenue
No Meetings in July and August 2019

BOARD OF HEALTH 1/16, 3/20, 5/15, 6/19, 9/18, and 11/20/2019 - 6:00 PM

RECREATION COMMISSION THIRD MONDAY EACH MONTH - 6:30 PM
Held at Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex
140 Myrtle Avenue

PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE
THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH – 7:15 PM
No Meetings in July and August 2019

GARWOOD MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE
1/8, 3/19, 4/16, 6/11, 9/17 and 11/12/19 – 7:00 PM

All above meetings listed will be held at the prevailing time or as soon thereafter as
possible in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey unless
otherwise specified.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL CONSTITUTES THE
AUTHORITY AS THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD FOR THE BOR-
OUGH.
1 T - 1/3/19, The Leader Fee: $64.26

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT 170-LBS...Blue Devil Jordan Simpson, left, won the 170-lb crown.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT 195-LBS...Blue Devil Tim Miller, top, won the 195-lb crown.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT 120-LBS...Blue Devil Luke Hoerle, left, won the 120-lb crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT 126-LBS...Blue Devil CJ Composto, top, won the 126-lb crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST AT 106-LBS...Blue Devil Luke Jacobs, top, won the 106-lb crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND AT 160-LBS...Blue Devil Luke Scanlan, left, took second at 160-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOURTH AT 132-LBS...Blue Devil Jeremy Silber, top, took fourth at 132-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOURTH AT 285-LBS...Blue Devil John Heard, top, took fourth at 285-lbs.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD
PLANNING BOARD

MEETING DATES 2019

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the pub-
lic of its meeting dates.  Meetings, at which
formal action will be taken, will be held on
the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

January 7, 2019 August 5, 2019
February 4, 2019 September 4, 2019
March 4, 2019 October 7, 2019
April 1, 2019 November 4, 2019
May 6, 2019 December 2, 2019
June 3, 2019 January 6, 2020
July 1, 2019 February 3, 2020

The Board may also meet at 7:00 p.m.
on the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.

As necessary, the Site Plan Review
Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. on the
above dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus,
Administrative Secretary

Planning Board
1 T - 1/3/19, The Leader Fee: $33.15
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Blue Devils Burn WW-P No. in Ridge Tourney
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Record Book:
Boys Basketball

The unfortunate part about the WHS
boys basketball record book is that so
many of its greatest players were in
that era when, a) you could only play
three years (until the 1980s) and, b)
there were no 3-point baskets (until
the 1988 season).

And even if you were a terrific player,
you probably played for the junior
varsity as a sophomore, a decision by
the coaching staff to get playing time,
rather than come off the varsity bench.
That included players like Bob Haines,
Ken Hite, and Tom Gilson (Class of
’59), Rodger Twitchell (’60), Jerry
Post (’62), Jim Harmon (’66), Tom
Pfeiffer and Steve Reddy (’72), Tim
Goski and Scott Novacek (’73), Jimmy
Masters and Buddy Robinson (’74),
Boo Bowers and Spud Monroe (’77),
and Chris Rupp (’84), among others.

The school’s five winningest teams
played in the 15 years between 1959
and 1973. Those teams also won all
three of WHS’s Union County Tour-
nament titles (1959, 1963, 1965), both
sectional titles (1962, 1972) and the
only state Group 4 title (1972). They
also lost to Newark Weequahic in the
1959 and 1973 sectional title games.

Bob King (’63) holds the school
record for points in a game (43), sea-
son (641) and career (1,329), and also
for rebounds in a game (28), season
(485) and career (1,044). The 6-foot-
11 King played collegiately at Vir-
ginia Tech.

(Note: Junior Cliff Ewing scored 37
points in an 81-3 win over Cranford in
1914. That was the school record for
48 years, until Dick Myers scored 38
against Roselle Park. Ewing later
captained the Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute team in 1919.)

As far as assists, those records are
held by Tim Goski (16 in a game),
Owen Murray (’16, 190 in a season)
and Tom Bonard (’07, 437 in a career).

Matt LaCorte (’17), who played on
the jayvees as a freshman, shares the
school record for 3-pointers in a game
with Jeff Weber (’00), both with 7.
LaCorte passed his buddy Parker Hess
(’16) to set the mark for one season
(67) and a career (150).

BOYS BASKETBALL RECORDS
TEAM

WINS, SEASON
25 1972 (25-2)
24 1973 (24-2)
24 1959 (24-3)
23 1962 (23-3)
21 1963 (21-3)
LOSSES, SEASON
20 1982 (3-20)
18 1999 (3-18)
17 1975 (7-17)
17 2012 (8-17)
17 2018 (5-17) Longest win streak
27 1972 into 1973
LONGEST LOSING STREAK
8 1982
POINTS, GAME
99 1909-10, a 99-7 win over Cranford
981971-72, a 98-58 win over Rahway
931970-71, a 93-69 win over Clark

921958-59, a 92-59 win over No.
Plainfield
921962-63, a 92-74 win over Plainfield
92 1970-71, a 92-31 win over Rahway
921976-77, a 92-75 win over St. Mary
POINTS ALLOWED, GAME
1181969-70, a 118-85 loss to Scotch
Plains
1041970-71, a 104-71 loss to Linden

INDIVIDUAL
POINTS, GAME
43 Bob King, 1963, Rahway
42 Bob King, 1963, Roselle
38 Dick Myers, 1962, Roselle Park
38 Bob King, 1963, Plainfield
38 Maurice Boatwright, 1999, Plainfield
38 Dan DeSerio, 2002, Elizabeth
37 Cliff Ewing, 1914, Cranford
37 Terry Brady, 1948, Somerville
36 Bob King, 1962, Roselle
36 Bob King, 1962, Linden
36 Bob King, 1963, Cranford
36 Tom Scott, 1968, Berkeley Hts.
36 Mike Venezia, 2006, Irvington
36 Keegan Hess, 2013, St. Mary
POINTS, SEASON
641 Bob King, 1963
570 Dan DeSerio, 2002
568 Russell Bowers, 1977
555 Bob King, 1962
494 Tim Goski, 1973
493 Mike Venezia, 2007
490 Kevin Monroe, 1977
484 Bob Felter, 1965
470 Mike Comandini, 1992
460 Chris Rupp, 1984
POINTS, CAREER
1,329 Bob King, 1961-63
1,094 Bob Felter, 1963-65
1,079 Mike Venezia, 2004-07
1,002 Russell Bowers, 1975-77
971 John Miles, 1983-85
951 Dan DeSerio, 2000-02
925 Kevin Monroe, 1975-77
901 Tim Goski, 1972-73
887 Mike Comandini, 1990, 92-93
859 Ryan Hess, 2008-11
REBOUNDS, GAME
28 Bob King, 1963, Linden
26 Scott Novacek, 1973
24 Bob King, 1963, Dayton
24 Bob Felter, 1965, Scotch Plains
24 Dan DeSerio, 2002, Newark Tech
23 Dave Brown, 1988, West Orange
22 Bob King, 1961, Cranford
22 Joe Greenspan, 2011, Rahway
21 Bob King, 1963, Scotch Plains

21 Bob King, 1963, Cranford
21 Bob Felter, 1965, Clark
21 Dan DeSerio, 2001, Newark Tech
REBOUNDS, SEASON
485 Bob King, 1963
347 Ray Bailey, 1959
341 Bob King, 1962
328 Bob Haines, 1959
316 Russell Bowers, 1977
308 Larry Simmons, 1972
307 Scott Novacek, 1973
299 Phil Van Kirk, 1960
298 Dick Mootz, 1955
292 Bob Felter, 1965
REBOUNDS, CAREER
1,044 Bob King, 1961-63
704 Bob Felter, 1963-65
617 Bob Haines, 1957-59
500+ Russell Bowers, 1975-77
436+ Dan DeSerio, 2001-02
400+ Kevin Monroe, 1975-77
400+ Harris Mosher, 1952-54
ASSISTS, GAME
16 Tim Goski, 1973, Berkeley Hts.
15 Tom Bonard
ASSISTS, SEASON
190 Owen Murray, 2016
168 Tom Bonard, 2007
166 Tom Bonard, 2006
144 Tim Goski, 1973
119 Tim Goski, 1972
112 Dan Hauck, 1984
101 Tom Bonard, 2005
101 Danny Mitchell, 2013
95 Jaraad Rogers, 2010
93 Owen Murray, 2015
ASSISTS, CAREER
437 Tom Bonard, 2004-07
362 Owen Murray, 2014-16
263 Tim Goski, 1972-73
225 Dan Hauck, 1982-84
199 Mike Lessner, 2006-09
194 Chris Sheehan, 2007-09
3-POINT BASKETS, GAME
7 Jeff Weber, 2000, Scotch Plains
7 Matt LaCorte, 2015, Union Catholic
5 Parker Hess, 2015, Hillsborough
5 Parker Hess, 2016, Union Catholic
5 Nick Mele, 2015, Union Catholic
5 Matt LaCorte, 2017, New Providence
4 Nate Mitchell, 2012, Holmdel
3-POINT BASKETS, SEASON
67 Matt LaCorte, 2016
64 Parker Hess, 2016
53 Mike Venezia, 2007
47 Matt LaCorte, 2017
47 Adam McDaniel, 2018
44 Keegan Hess, 2013
43 Keegan Hess, 2012
43 Parker Hess, 2015
36 Tom Bonard, 2007
36 Matt LaCorte, 2015
36Jelani Pierre, 2016
3-POINT BASKETS, CAREER
150 Matt LaCorte, 2015-17
127 Parker Hess, 2014-16
112 Keegan Hess, 2011-13
109 Mike Venezia, 2004-07
84 Tom Bonard, 2004-07
78 Adam McDaniel, 2016-18
58 Mike Lessner, 2006-09
58 Jim McKeon, 1999-2002
49 Marc Koslowsky, 1992-94
44 Lamont Turner, 1997-98

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Senior basketballer Matt Crowley

wears No. 11, a number worn by Hall
of Famer Tim Goski and future Hall of
Famer Erin Miller – considered among
the best of their gender in school his-
tory. Crowley is an outstanding ball-
handler. His passing includes flashes
of Pete Maravich and Jayson Will-
iams, and he has a touch of attitude
reminiscent of Hall of Famer Bobby
Flynn, Goski and more recently Nick
Mele. Oh, Crowley also had a career-
high 28 points Saturday as WHS won
its third straight, 68-66 over previ-
ously unbeaten Fair Lawn.

Junior Ali Lisanti has become the 3-
point gunner at WHS. She had four
treys in each of the Devils’ last two
games, giving her 16 in the first seven
games.

WRESTLING UPDATE
Legendary WHS coach Gary Kehler

said on Jan. 20, 1960 that a 20-19
victory over Roselle Park “puts us on
the (New Jersey wrestling) map.”
Maybe Friday’s dominating first-place
finish at the Panther Invitational (also
at Roselle Park) will do the same for
coach Glen Kurz’s kids.

The Devils had six champions (Luke
Jacobs, Luke Hoerle, CJ Composto,
Jordan Simpson, Tim Miller and
Brendan Loder) while piling up 199½
points, 38 ahead of West Essex. It was
the first Panther title for WHS in 15
tournaments, since 2004; the Devils
also finished second three times and
third three times.

AROUND THIS DATE
Jan. 1, 1952: WHS graduate Karney

Scioscia helps Maryland upset No. 1-
ranked Tennessee, 28-13, in the Sugar
Bowl at Tulane Stadium.

Jan. 1, 1981: WHS graduate Butch
Woolfolk ran for 182 yards on 26 car-
ries and was named the Rose Bowl
MVP after Michigan won 23-6 over
Washington.

Jan. 2, 1950: WHS graduate Karney
Scioscia plays fullback for Maryland
in a 20-7 Gator Bowl victory over
Missouri.

Jan. 5, 1961: Future NBA superstar
Rick Barry had 53 points as Roselle Park
outscored host WHS, 80-77, in overtime.
Dickie Myers had 27 for the Devils.

Jan. 5, 1977: The WHS wrestlers
ended Piscataway’s 41-match winning
streak with a 26-18 victory. Don Kalis
won a wild 14-11 decision over Chiefs
captain Bob Biffin.

Jan. 5, 2008: Erin Miller became
WHS’s all-time leading basketball
scorer (male or female) with a free
throw that gave her 1,330 points, one
ahead of Bob King (’63). Miller fin-
ished her career with 1,580 points.

ROONEY 13 PTS, FREER NINE PTS; CROWLEY 7 ASSISTS

Blue Devils Rock Ridge, 46-28,
In Boys Basketball Tournament

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It took a while but Jim McKeon
was able to notch his first victory as
head coach of the Westfield High
School boys basketball team in a 46-
28 blowout of Ridge in the opening
round of the Len Sepanak Memorial
Tournament played on December 26
at Ridge High School. Griffin Rooney
scored 13 points to lead the Blue
Devils to their first victory in four
tries this season. Colin Freer chipped
in with nine points.

In losing their first three contests of
the young season, the Blue Devils
have displayed a pattern for not play-
ing a complete game. A 19-5 first
quarter deficit spelled doom for
Westfield in a loss to Sparta. A 10-2
run by Union Catholic right before
the half buried the Blue Devils in
another loss. Against Rahway,
Westfield fell out of it in the fourth
quarter. Against Ridge, the Blue Dev-
ils finally got a start-to-finish master-
piece.

“We’ve battled in every game

against some good teams,” said
McKeon, who has taken over for Daryl
Palmieri this season. “But in each
game we’ve had like a two or three
minute lapse that has been the differ-
ence. In this game we applied the
pressure the whole game and stayed
within ourselves and took control of
the game.”

Tournament host Ridge actually
held an 8-7 lead after one quarter of
play but that would be their last lead
of the game. Westfield gradually
moved out to a 16-12 lead by the half,
fueled by solid defense. The Blue
Devils did most of their damage in the
third quarter, outscoring Ridge, 17-5,
on the way to a 33-17 lead. Rooney
drained a baseline three-pointer mid-
way through the quarter to give
Westfield a 25-15 lead. Less than a
minute later Rooney scored on a be-
tween the legs crossover move that
put the Blue Devils up 27-17.
Westfield closed out the quarter on an
8-0 run.

“Tonight we got a real team effort
from top to bottom,” said Coach
McKeon. “I think we played fourteen
players in the game and they all con-
tributed. That is the great thing about

this group. They love being around
each other. We practiced on Christ-
mas Eve. They are totally committed
to what we are doing here.”

In the fourth quarter, Ridge could
get no closer than a 14-point spread
midway through after a Mike Zima
put back cut the score to 39-25. But
Westfield handled the ball cleanly
and gradually rebuilt the lead to 21, at
46-25 with under a minute to play.
The Blue Devils scored on three in-
side baskets to ice the game during
that span. Ridge never went to a pres-
sure defense despite trailing by double
digits in the final period.

“We were expecting them to press,”
said Coach McKeon. “But it may
have been something they just don’t
do or weren’t comfortable trying. They
did a run and jump in the fourth quar-
ter, which may be their version of it
which kind of threw us off for a little
bit. I think we distributed the ball well
today, which may have been a factor
in them electing not to press. I don’t
know for sure but I don’t think any
one player dominated our scoring to-
night. When you get balanced scoring
throughout your lineup, it makes it
difficult for the opponent to press.”
Westfield   7   9 17 13 46
Ridge   8   4   5 11 28

up with a great overhead steal of a
long throw-in.

“He told us to not to play just to
keep them from scoring. We had to
play to win. Instead of slowing down,
we looked to score instead of drib-
bling the ball around,” Rooney ex-
plained.

“We had a huddle on the court and
we all said to each other that we are
going to pull this one out. We are not
going to be able to do it with just two
of us. We got to do it as a whole team
and that’s what we did,” Crowley
answered.

After the Knights took a 43-41 lead,
Rooney knotted the score but with
:35.2 on the clock, the Knights had to
inbound the ball. Crowley was guard-
ing closely. When the pass was made,

Rooney got his hand on the ball but so
did a Knight just before the ball went
out of bounds and Westfield got the
ball.

“Griffin made that happen. He got
his hand on the ball, didn’t allow the
kid to get it and they threw it away.
That’s pressure. Defensive pressure.
Make them make plays. We just made
one more play than they did,” Coach
McKeon commented.

Crowley made them pay with the
final lay-up of the game.

“This was a scrappy team. They
worked hard. They are athletic. They
took the ball away from us a few
times. They jumped the passing lanes.
We’ve seen it already, so we didn’t
fumble at crunch time. I think we
actually got stronger. We picked it up

on the defensive end at crunch time.
We had a big defensive turnover when
they had the ball with 30 seconds left.
That goes unnoticed in the box score
but that changed the game around,”
Coach McKeon said.

On Rooney’s and Crowley’s per-
formances, Coach McKeon added,
“We are going to ride those guys.
They are two guys, who played a lot
last year. They work very well to-
gether and they are just better at feel-
ing each other out when they are on
the court. Those guys are going to be
our stars. They are going to get the
headlines but you can’t forget about
the other eight guys who come off the
bench, play their butts off, fill the stat
sheets up in rebounds, blocks and all
that.”
Westfield 12 15 10   8 45
W Windsor-Pl 13 11   6 13 43

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003976

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-015004-17

Plaintiff: HAVEN SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: SCOTT K. STEELE AND NICOLE

S. STEELE, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
SANTANDER BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; MARINA AS-
SOCIATES T/A HARRAHS CASINO HOTEL,
AC

Sale Date: 01/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred Fifty
Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Seven and 52/
100*** $150,587.52.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, and
the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2035 Winding Brook
Way, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 10, in Block No. 13302.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 185 feet

wide by 213 feet long (irregular).
Nearest Cross Street: Bayberry Lane.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

4TH QTR TAXES OPEN $4,571.86 (OPEN
PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 11/1/
2018)

OPEN SEWER $260.32 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 12/31/2018)

SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Eighty-Four and 16/100***
$155,884.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 12/20, 12/27/18, 01/03
& 01/10/19 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004098

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001220-18

Plaintiff: LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: SERGIA ABREU AND LARIDIAN

CONSULTING INC, ASSIGNEE OF HOSEHOLD
BANK

Sale Date: 01/30/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/16/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Three
and 21/100*** $355,673.21.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of Union and the
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 57 Locust
Avenue.

Block: 66, Lot: 31.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 80 feet x

99 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: South Avenue.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. The amount
due can be obtained from the local taxing author-
ity. Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also
be subject to the limited lien priority of any
Condominium/Homeowners Association liens
which may exist.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interest
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so the current amount
due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Two and 86/
100*** $364,352.86 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 01/03, 01/10, 01/17
& 01/24/19 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003864

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008374-16

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATESHOLDERS OF THE
CWALT, INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST
2006-4511, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-45T1

VS.
Defendant: NIKU PATEL AND MITA PATEL,

MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST
MAGNUS FINANCIAL CORPORATION, SPE-
CIALIZED LOAN SERVICING, LLC, ASIT
KOTHARI, HASMUKH PATEL, HARSHAD
PATEL, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, BIPIN PATEL
AND ENGELWOOD HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL
CENTER

Sale Date: 01/09/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Six
Hundred Sixteen Thousand Nine Hundred Thir-
teen and 90/100*** $1,616,913.90.

All that certain land and premises situate, lying
and being in the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, and State of New Jersey.

Street: 43 Winchester Drive Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Road.
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 5, Block 16002
Dimensions (approx.): 98 x 125 x 79 x 174 x92

x 60.
Prior Mortgages/Liens Not Extinguished By

The Sale Are: 1. Delinquent taxes and/or tax
liens

As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain deed recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County in Deed Book
5357, Page 527, et seq., New Jersey, and the
Writ of Execution on file with the Sheriff of Union
County.

*THE SALE IS SUBJECT TO UNPAID TAXES
AND ASSESSMENTS, TAX, WATER, AND
SEWER LIENS, AND OTHER MUNICIPAL AS-
SESSMENTS, IF ANY. THE AMOUNT DUE CAN
BE OBTAINED FROM THE LOCAL TAXING
AUTHORITY. PURSUANT TO NJSA 46:813-21
THIS SALE MAY BE ALSO SUBJECT TO LIM-
ITED LIEN PRIORITY OF ANY CONDOMINIUM/
HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION LIENS WHICH
MAY EXIST. ANY SET OF FACT WHICH AN
ACCURATE SURVEY WOULD DISCLOSE; ANY
RESTRICTIONS OR COVENANTS ON
RECORD WHICH RUN WITH THE LAND;
RIGHTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, IF ANY, ANY OCCUPANTS OR PER-
SONS IN POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY,
IF ANY. ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL CHARGES,
LIENS, TAXES OR TAX SALE CERTIFICATES
AND INSURANCE, IF ANY

**A DEPOSIT OF 20% OF THE BID PRICE IN
CERTIFIED FUNDS IS REQUIRED AT THE
TIME OF SALE. THE SHERIFF HAS THE RIGHT
TO ADJOURN THIS SALE WITHOUT FUR-
THER NOTICE BY PUBLICATION.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Six Hundred Fifty-
One Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Four and
69/100*** $1,651,384.69 together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MATTLEMAN, WEINROTH & MILLER
401 RT 70 EAST
SUITE 100
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(856) 429-5507
4 T - 12/13, 12/20, 12/27/18
& 01/03/19 Fee: $265.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003965

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007547-18

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, N.A., AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF ACE
SECURITIES CORP. HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE2, ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: CLARK REINHARD A/K/A CLARK

REIHARD; NANCY REINHARD A/K/A N
CORRIGAN REINHARD; AMERICAN EXPRESS
CENTURION BANK; COASTAL CARDIOVAS-
CULAR CONSULTANTS PA; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/08/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Fifty-Seven Thousand Seventy-Seven
and 35/100*** $1,157,077.35.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 304 SOUTH EUCLID
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 9, BLOCK 3111.
Dimensions of Lot: 100 feet wide by 150 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: SAINT MARKS AV-

ENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
• 2018 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2018 $5,433.52 OPEN
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $5,403.89 OPEN
• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $5,403.88 OPEN
• Sewer Acct: 5078 0 01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018
$165.00 OPEN PLUS PENALTY $165.00 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; OWED IN ARREARS

Total Upset:  ***One Million One Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Five and 69/100***
$1,186,005.69 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/20, 12/27/18, 01/03
& 01/10/19 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004017

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008329-16

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: ARLENE SCHROR, HER HEIRS,

DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; DIANE SCHROR; THOMAS
SCHROR,INDIVIDUALLY AND AS ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF ARLENE
SCHROR, DECEASED; WILLIAM SCHROR;
DEBORAH NASIM; MICHAEL SCHROR; MAT-
THEW SCHROR; JAMES SCHROR; NEW CEN-
TURY FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. ON BE-
HALF OF CITIBANK, NA; MIDLAND FUNDING
LLC; LACEY DUCKMAN; HANNAH HEUGER,
AS EXCECUTPJX OF THE ESTATE OF HENRY
ft DUCKMAN, M.D., P.A., DECEASED; HELEN
K. DEMARCO, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS
EXCECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF RAYMOND
P. DEMARCO, ESQ DECEASED; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/23/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Four and 35/100*** $537,494.35.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1510 TERRILL
ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 20, BLOCK 14801 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 350.78 feet X 100.00 feet X 350.78
feet X 100.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: COOPER ROAD (AKA
COOPER STREET).

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifty-Three Thou-
sand Three Hundred Eighty-Five and 25/100***
$553,385.25 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/27/18, 01/03, 01/10
& 01/17/19 Fee: $238.68

Bob King (’63) holds the WHS school
records for both points and rebounds in
a game, season and career.

Blue Devil Boys Scorch
Fair Lawn for Crown
Never surrender must have been

the mentality when the 3-3 Westfield
High School boys basketball team,
trailing by 16 points entering the
fourth quarter, unloaded on previ-
ously unbeaten Fair Lawn with a 31-
13 response to pull out a 68-66 tri-
umph and to grab its third straight
Len Sepanak Memorial Round Robin
Tournament crown at Ridge High
School on December 29.

Senior Matt Crowley battered the
basket with 28 points, including eight
free throws, while adding a pair of
assists. Junior Griffin Rooney sank
16 points, including seven free throws,
and Tommy McGuire put in 12 points.
Sebastian Ferrero netted seven points
and added three steals and two as-
sists. Colin Freer had three points,
two steals and two rebounds.

Westfield   6 14 17 31 68
Fair Lawn 13 18 22 13 66

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG AFTERNOON OFFENSIVELY...Blue Devils Griffin Rooney, left, scored 20
points against the West Windsor-Plainsboro North Knights.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Theater Project Sets
Play Reading Dates

CRANFORD — The Theater
Project will present staged, script-in-
hand readings of two original plays,
followed by open discussions with
playwrights, directors and cast mem-
bers, on Saturday, January 12, at 2
p.m., and Saturday, February 2, at 2
p.m. Both readings will take place at
the Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue. These
programs are sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library, who
will continue their commitment to
drama and the arts in 2019.

Headquartered in Union, The The-
ater Project is a professional theater
group and the winner of two New
Jersey Tony Awards. Admission is
free and all are welcome. For infor-
mation about the Cranford Public
Library, the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library, and other upcoming
events, visit cranfordlibrary.org. Fur-
ther information about The Theater
Project is available at its page at
thetheaterproject.org.

Photo courtesy of Patricia Quattrocchi
CHRISTMAS NEWS...Santa Claus visited the Roser Family “Christmas House”
in Fanwood the evening of December 8. One hundred and fifty children shared
their wish lists with Santa and each received a gift. The Rosers wish to thank all
those who made contributions to benefit the New Jersey Institute for Disabilities
(NJID). The display is lit every night, from dusk to 10 p.m., through January 8.
Donations can be deposited in a lock box on the front porch of the residence,
located at 83 Paterson Road. To learn more about NJID, visit the organization’s
website at njid.org. Above, Santa and pals Brie and Vicki catch up on the latest
local news.

Blood Drives Set
In Local Towns

AREA — The American Red Cross
has announced the dates and loca-
tions for two upcoming blood drives.
All blood types are needed to ensure
a reliable supply for patients.

Blood drives will be held on Friday,
January 11, 1 to 6 p.m., at the Calvary
Tabernacle, 69 Myrtle Street, Cranford,
and on Sunday, January 13, 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., at the Clark Volunteer Emer-
gency Squad, 875 Raritan Road.

A blood donor card or driver’s li-
cense or two other forms of identifi-
cation are required at check-in. Those
who are 17 in most states (16 with
parental consent where allowed by
state law), weigh at least 110 pounds
and are in generally good health may
be eligible to donate blood.

To make an appointment to donate
blood and platelets, download the free
American Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visit RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-
(800)-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Useful Information for Our Loyal Readers:

Q: How do I download the newspaper at goleader.com?
A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your
Customer #, then click the Log In button.

Q: How do I get a Customer #?
A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is
printed on the mailing label located on the front page
of your newspaper. It looks like this:

If you are not a subscriber and wish to be, please subscribe
and have the newspaper mailed to you containing your
Customer #.

Q: What if I only want to read the newspaper online?
A: You can become an Online Only subscriber
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm.
You will receive your Customer # by email
after filling out the form.

Suggestion:
Include your Customer # when submitting
press releases to get priority handling.
For additional guidelines, please read the Help Page online
at goleader.com/help.

The Westfield Leader and The Times

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

30 temp farm workers needed
2/18/19 – 11/25/19. Workers will
perform various tasks associated
with planting, cultivating &
harvesting employers crops
according to supervisor’s
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting up to 75 lbs.
Must have 3 months verifiable
experience pruning high density
fresh fruit apple trees & affirmative
verifiable job references.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed 40 hours. Work
tools, supplies, equipment
provided at no cost. Housing
provided for non-commuting
workers at no cost. Random drug
testing at employer’s expense.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier, if appropriate. EOE.
$12.83/hr, applicable piece rates
depending on crop activity or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
Worksite in Orleans & Monroe
Co.  NY. Report or send a resume
to nearest local NJ One Stop
Career Center office or call 908-
412-7980 & reference Job
#NY1286326. Kalir Enterprises-
Brockport, NY

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD
PLANNING BOARD

&
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

2019 RE-ORGANIZATION MEETINGS

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board and Board of Adjustment
wish to advise the public of the following
re-organization meetings to be held on the
following dates at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.
Formal action may be taken.

Planning Board January 7, 2019
Board of Adjustment January 14, 2019

Agenda materials for consideration at
these meetings will be on file in the Plan-
ning Office, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Linda Jacus
Administrative Secretary

Westfield Planning Board
Westfield Board of Adjustment

1 T - 01/03/19, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING DATES 2019

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of its meeting dates. Meetings, at
which formal action will be taken, will be
held on the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in
Council Chambers in the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey.

January 14, 2019 August 12, 2019
February 13, 2019 September 9, 2019
March 11, 2019 October 16, 2019
April 8, 2019 November 13, 2019
May 13, 2019 December 9, 2019
June 10, 2019 January 13, 2020
July 8, 2019 February 10, 2020

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Board of Adjust-
ment, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey and may be seen Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 01/03/19, The Leader Fee: $26.01

150th Year Celebrations
Conclude at Fairview

WESTFIELD — 2018 was a spe-
cial year for Fairview Cemetery, as it
commemorated its 150 years in the
town of Westfield. Established in
1868, Fairview is a historic landmark
that continues to serve families and
surrounding neighborhoods with the
utmost care and compassion. Today,
it remains a beautiful landscape and
staple in the community.

At the time when Fairview was
established, the United States was
recovering from a Civil War, Ulysses
S. Grant was president, the first Me-
morial Day was observed, “Little
Women” was published, and Cornell
University opened for the first term.
That year, several prominent
Westfield citizens determined that a
cemetery should be established for
the use by surrounding communities.

The town of Westfield, established
in 1794, was originally a farm commu-
nity encompassing Plainfield, Scotch
Plains and Mountainside. By 1868,
the Elizabethtown and Somerville rail-
road had a station stop in Westfield,
furthering the town’s position as a
residential community. By 1883, the
population was approximately 3,000,
residing in 1,000 homes.

To celebrate its 150th anniversary,
Fairview held a celebration on April
29, which was well attended by the
community and political representa-
tives, including Congressman Leonard
Lance and Mayor Shelley Brindle.
Congressman Lance presented the
cemetery with a United States Flag
which had previously flown over the
U.S. Capitol Building, and a special
commendation acknowledging the
important and historic role of Fairview
Cemetery. He was assisted in this en-
deavor by Scout Troop 72, who raised
the flag and led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Additionally, Mayor Brindle
spoke about the contributions of
Fairview to the community.

Various festivities followed the cer-
emony, including a jazz group, stroll-
ing actors who provided narratives of
several significant individuals who
have been laid to rest at Fairview,
including Virginia Apgar, and a sing-
ing quartet who delighted the crowd
with songs from the turn of the century.
A horse and buggy ride was available
to tour the historic section of Fairview
and refreshments were served.

On September 24, 2018, Fairview
welcomed State Senator Thomas Kean,

Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
for the re-dedication of the cemetery,
which was a nod to the original dedica-
tion ceremony held on the grounds in
1868. Assemblyman Bramnick pre-
sented board President William Shep-
herd with a proclamation.

Fairview Cemetery also hosted an
arboretum walking tour on Septem-
ber 23, highlighting some of the 99
catalogued species of trees which re-
side within the cemetery grounds. The
tour was led by Dr. Tom Ombrello,
Professor of Biology at Union County
College. Self-guided walking tour
maps are also available in the office.

The original 17 acres has grown to
105, and what was once primarily
open farmland is now beautifully land-
scaped and full of a magnificent vari-
ety of trees. The reputation of Fairview
is well established and unsurpassed
by others. Looking ahead, Fairview
continues to flourish and plan for the
future. A third mausoleum, known as
Pond View, is under construction and
will be available to the public in Spring
2019, and is well situated on the pre-
mises with amazing views of the sce-
nic Bonnell pond. The public is in-
vited to walk the grounds during day-
light hours.

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Cranford: 08/06/18
 Grunwald Properties LLC. to

Vasilis and Eliana Charilaou, 133
Mohawk Drive, $815,000.

Ioannis and Arlene Alexiou to John
Goncalves, 57 Wall Street, $480,000.

Union County Sheriff to 9 Garden
Place LLC., 9 Garden Place, 305,000.

Yesid and Maria Romero to Serv
Properties and Management LLC., 4
Edward Place, $415,000.

John and Toni Ahrens to Jonathan
Renelle and M. Chapnick, 202 Hill-
side Avenue, $636,000.

Frank Stella to Hosam Morsy, 314
Lincoln Avenue East, $467,500.

Wells Fargo Bank N. A. to Falcon
Realty Group LLC., 8 Connecticut
Street, $402,000.

Nicholas Cubeiro to Zachary D.
and Lindsey S. Wendroff, 17 Keith
Jefferies Avenue, $490,000.

John L. and Irma J. Ryerson to Toto
Properties 13 West End LLC., 215
Retford Avenue, $377,500.

Evandelos and Fotoulaf
Anastasopoulos to Richard Wolff and
Danielle Palladino, 3 Burnside Av-
enue, $560,000.

Michael T. Smith to Ruth Villa,
205 Burnside Avenue, $640,000.

Krymic Enterprises INC. to Adam
C. and Jordana Biancosino, 128 Lex-
ington Avenue, $650,000.

123 Roosevelt Avebnue LLC. to
Roger W. Pryor, 123 Roosevelt Av-
enue, $580,000.

William T. and Joy Z. Kelly to
Thomas Young, 84 Burnside Avenue,
$389,900.

Robert C. and Denise D. White to
Heather D. Moretti, 5 Carpenter Place,
$280,000.

Jonathan Renelle to Jennifer Klein,
25B Parkway Village, $267,500.

David P. and Joan G. Weeks to Ian
Whitehead and Gwendolyn Mahon,
120 Cranford Avenue, $895,000.

Danielle McLeer to William F.
Thilly and Diana S. Sen, 22
Bloomingdale Avenue, $465,000.

Stephanie Coleman to Janice
Gabello, 18 Springfield Avenue Apt
5C, $260,000.

Joseph G. Haney to John and Regina
Kuscsma, 2 Davis Street, $417,000.

218 Oak Lane LLC. to Filippo M.
and Kimberly A. Nofi, 218 Oak Lane,
$490,000.

Jones Living Trust to Cindy and
Jean P. Hernandez, 107 Orange Av-
enue, $479,000.

James F. and Nancy L. Kutzer to
James and Mary Rochowiak, 5 Hamp-
ton Street, $860,000.

Michael A. and Alison H. Beshar to
Andrew D. and Karen A. Smith, 35
Central Avenue, $799,000.

Patricia F. Hernandez to Rebecca
and Anatole Wedmid, 200 Hampton
Street, $1,100,000.

Guy and Duviedre Rakoski to Casey
Kennedy and Ben Del Mauro, 107
Beech Street, $536,000.

Township of Cranford to
Birchwood Developers Urban Re-
newal, 235 Birchwood Avenue,
$18,500,000.

Cranford: 09/07/18
Patricia Balar and Elaine Doria to

Frank and Alice Santos, 14 Cayuga
Road, $346,500.

Linda D’Amico to Big House Red
LLC., 19 Mac Arthur Avenue,
$290,000.

Lucia T. Schneck to Chelsea A.
Nigro and Angela D. Anker, 345 Cen-
tennial Avenue, $290,000.

Kathleen Oerfradi to Andrew T.
and Monica Jurkiewicz, 46 Mendell
Avenue, $410,000.

Gale and Thomas Raffiels to
Lawrence and Mary Sassi, 450 Lin-
coln Avenue East, $500,000.

Christian Kreita to Ashley M.
Hussey, 112 lincoln Park East,
$220,000.

Mary R. Stolte to 4 Pine Street
LLC., 4 Pine Street, $420,000.

Michael and Valerie R. Krebs to
Lauren Banks, $585,000.

Jane M. Crane to Jeffrey P. and Jill
L. Sohler, 32 Denman Road,
$575,000.

Clifford W. Dobbins and Janet D.
Barton to Marco Medina, 2A & 2B
Washington Place, $480,000.

U S Bank National Association Tr
to Samuel Rodriguez, 12 Roosevelt
Avenue, $400,400.

Christopher and Maria Cardone to
Christopher and Concetta Drew, 12A
Parkway Village, $252,500.

Patrick and Colleen Kempf to Kevin
Carney, 9B Parkway Village,
$242,000.

Allison S. Wheatley to Richard D.
Freschi and Ellen McHenry, 217 Pros-
pect Avenue Apt 10-1A, $510,000.

Cranford Towers Associates INC
to Veronica Ward, $70,000.

Jose Torres and Norma M. Nunez
to Patrick Kempf and Tara McGuigan,
198 Arbor Street, $492,000.

211 Miln Street Associates LLC. to
James Salerno, 211 Miln Street,
$592,500.

Joaquim and Maria Gregorio to
Michael and Talita Costello, 2216
Holly Street, $629,000.

David Coughlin and Cristina
Popola to Matthew D. Wasserman
and Jessica Jia, 122 Eastman Street,
$800,000.

Andrew D. and Karen A. Smith to
Scott and Janet Scarborough, 36
Beech Street, $575,000.

Marcos Canihuante and Erika Teran
to Marguerite and Ceyhun Sahinkaya,
598 Brookside Place, $495,000.

Patricia E. and Williams A.
Orellana, 609 Orchard Street,
$635,000.

Daria Ewanik to Loft Homes LLC.,
1109 Springfield Avenue, $410,000.

Andrew Daniello and Raquel
Dinicolas to Douglas Oberhamer and
Christine Riley, 24 Shawnee Road,
$840,000.

Westfield: 11/19/18
Ronald B. and Beth M. Bernstein to

Scott D. and Jennifer Gersch, 1001
Minisink Way, $1,696,900.

Fred Lieberberg and Robert
Lieberberg to Tower Homes, LLC, 374
Orenda Circle, $650,000.

Charles Smith and Kelly Feltman to
Eric Gillenwater and Kelly Dougherty,
306 Roanoke Road, $1,842,000.

Steven P. and Lisa A. Simcox to
Ronald and Carol P. Pelletier, 12 Breeze
Knoll Drive, $1,450,000.

Yorkshire Realty IV, LLC to Prateek
Chapalamadugu and Nancy Chen and
Lee Chen, 751 Lawrence Avenue,
$2,735,000.

D. Villane Construction, LLC to
Christopher R. and Kelly D. Heuschkel,
452 Bryant Avenue, $985,000.

Charles A. M. Butcher and Jaime L.
Ann Tyan to Gilbert Engelke, 703 For-
est Avenue, $910,000.

Darrell W. and Charmaine J. Block
to John Lynn and Brent A. Richards, 12
Cowperthwaite Place, $485,000.

512 Bradford Avenue, LLC to Derek
Purdo and Erica Jeffries, 512 Bradford
Avenue, $1,500,000.

NRZ REO X, LLC to Leon Rybner
and Marina Fridman-Rybner, 615 Maye
Street, $540,000.

FBE Properties, LLC to Jerry Garcia,
609 Drake Place, $940,000.

Bernadette A. Tarpey and Nicholas
J. Angelo to Brendan and Katharine
Hickey, 124 Marion Avenue, $509,900.

Kenneth and Suzanne Welsh to Rob-
ert G. Schroeder and Cristin Luck, 639
Dorian Road, $671,000.

R. Mcdowell, LLC to Rapuano and
Rapuano, LLC, 474 North Avenue, East,
$810,000.

Carol Price to DBDM, LLC, 626
Fourth Avenue, $375,000.

Janet Albano Spinardi and Charles
S. Spinardi to Yarusi Holdings, LLC,
804 Coolidge Street, $450,000.

Lindsey Darwish to John J. Czaplicki,
Jr., 138 Windsor Avenue, $305,000.

Mindi J. Forgash to Joseph and
Michele Graham, 835 Shackamaxon
Drive, $789,000.

Gregory A. and Rosemary E. Porpora
to Eric A. and Brooke L. Davis, 5 Pine
Court, $835,000.

Scott R. and Tracie E. Milford to
Matthew and Stephanie Korn, 752
Norman Place, $1,075,000.

Irwin I. and Annette C. Tikofsky to
Samuel Reisen and Brittany Lukac,
941 Willow Grove Road, $660,000.

Noreen E. Walstedler to Philip W.
and Dawn M. Lamparello, 205 Dickson
Drive, $645,000.

Leonard T. and Elizabeth M.
Corsentino to Alexander Koufacos and

Kathleen Muldoon, 861 Summit Av-
enue, $715,000.

Victoria Leigh to Michael L. and
Lejla Madalone, 923 Grandview Av-
enue, $400,000.

Joseph and Michele Graham to 313
Belmar Place, LLC, 313 Belmar Place,
$397,000.

Lee and Hope Schraeter to Lavneet
S. and Sadhika Salariya, 56 Genesee
Trail, $685,000.

NCN Properties, LLC to John E.
Bender, III and Roxanne Spina, 115
Ayliffe Avenue, $1,060,000.

Elizabeth Saul to Scott P. and Paula
Salerno, 1911 Grandview Avenue,
$468,000.

Benedetto and Maria L. Pastro to
Olga Rybner, 234 Delaware Street,
$576,493.98.

Westfield: 12/03/18
Michael Mahoney, LLC to Daniel

and Marilyn Osit, 82 Barchester Way,
$700,000.

Bjoern and Marie Roeling to Daniel
Laine and Chee Yan Young, 351
Brightwood Avenue, $479,000.

NMS Development, LLC to Brian

C. and Kelly M. Tribuna, 825 North
Avenue, West, $575,000.

Michael R. and Eleanor Mroz to
John and Carley Kelly, 713
Shadowlawn Drive, $1,399,000.

David J. and Karen M. Kelly to
Justin Duval, 552 Codding Road,
$1,065,000.

Robert Siegel to Lee S. Sayre, 600
4th Avenue, $360,000.

Lee Sayre to David A. and Elina
Schaller, 748 Saint Marks Avenue,
$670,000.

Richard J. and Suzanne Peterson to
John L. and Beth Ann Concordia, 209
Midwood Place, $642,000.

Andrew B. Perry to James A. and
Kathleen S. Weinberg, 834 New En-
gland Drive, $657,500.

Cristin Luck and Robert Schroeder
to Alexander L. and Michelle T.
Tweed, 515 Grove Street, West,
$494,000.

1103 Boynton Avenue, LLC to
Thomas and Nora Boyd, 1103
Boynton Avenue, $945,000.

David P. and Tina Calhoun to Chris-
topher Furcht, 1734 Central Avenue,
$615,500.

Alan J. and Annette M. Hergert to
Partha Palit and Panchatapa
Dasgupta, 1746 Florida Street,
$420,000.

WESTFIELD
Thursday, December 20, Elijah

Arroyo, 18, of Cranford was ar-
rested on charges of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance/
marijuana under 50 grams and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop on the
300 block of Connecticut Street. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released on
multiple summonses.

Thursday, December 20, a resi-
dent of Linden reported the theft of
a cell phone that occurred while the
victim was having dinner at a busi-
ness establishment on the 0-100
block of Elm Street. The phone is
described as a black-colored Apple
iPhone GS, valued at approximately
$800.

Sunday, December 23, a resident
of the 700 block of Willow Grove

Road reported the theft of a pack-
age from his doorstep between the
hours of 7:15 and 9:30 p.m. The
package is valued at $120. There
was no information regarding any
suspects at the time of the report.

Wednesday, December 26,
Naheem Birch, 30, of Rockaway,
N.Y., was arrested on the 200 block
of West South Avenue on an out-
standing warrant from Florham Park
Municipal Court. Birch was arrested
subsequent to an investigation and
transported to police headquarters
without incident. At police head-
quarters, Birch was processed and
released on recognizance.

FANWOOD
Friday, December 14, a resident

of the 100 block of Vinton Circle
reported that a delivered package
was stolen from the front porch.
The theft occurred between 4:10
p.m. and 8 p.m. The package is
valued at $300.

CLASSIFIEDS

Probitas Verus Honos

Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals January Events

CRANFORD — The Wednes-
day Morning Club will welcome
the new year with several meetings
this month.

The club’s Public Affairs De-
partment will meet on Tuesday,
January 8, at 1 p.m., at the home of
Dot Conheeney. Traffic reporter
and Cranford resident Bernie
Wagenblast will be the guest
speaker. Mr. Wagenblast has been
actively involved in the field of
transportation communication for
many years. He has worked for
many government agencies such as
the Port Authority of New York to
improve and coordinate all aspects
of transportation communication.
Mr. Wagenblast will discuss the
many issues surrounding public
transportation that impact local
communities. Interested persons
are asked to call Ms. Conheeney if
they plan to attend.

The Arts and Crafts Department
will meet on Tuesday, January 15,
at 10 a.m., at the Cranford Com-
munity Center. Participants will
watch the film The World’s Great-
est Paintings. The meeting was

arranged by Joan Davis and also
will offer attendees an opportunity
for discussion. The Community
Center is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue. Those interested are asked
to contact Ms. Davis if planning to
attend.

On Monday, January 28, the Lit-
erature Department will meet at 1
p.m. at the home of Sue Driscoll.
Ms. Driscoll will lead participants
in a discussion of “The Remind-
ers” by Val Emmich. Interested
persons are asked to call Ms.
Driscoll if they plan to attend.

The club is collecting non-per-
ishable food items as food bank
donations at its meetings.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carol Moran
at (908) 233-5635 or by e-mail at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by e-
mail at sandij301@gmail.com.

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS PAY
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HOLIDAY ASSORTMENT...Music students decorated the high school audito-
rium with masses of poinsettias to set the scene for their winter concert. The
flowers, which typically bring a splash of color to this time of year, set a festive
scene for the Westfield band concert which featured music ranging from Bach to
Sousa marches and culminating in the traditional finale of Sleigh Ride. The
poinsettias had been sold by Wind Ensemble students to help pay for the elite band
to travel to Indianapolis, where they will be just the fifth New Jersey band ever to
play at the 2019 National Concert Band Festival. Senior Amanda Latowsky and
juniors Charlie Compton and Tom Greene are pictured carrying poinsettias into
the auditorium.

UCC Welcomes New Athletic
Director Shawn Noel

CRANFORD – On October 29,
Shawn Noel began his new position
as Athletic Director at Union County
College (UCC). He brings more than
15 years of expertise in athletic ad-
ministration, coaching, and business
experience to Union.

As Athletic
Director, Mr.
Noel is respon-
sible for the
development,
management,
coordination,
and supervi-
sion of Union’s
13-team inter-
collegiate ath-
letic program,
fitness center
a n d
intramurals.
He is expected
to provide vi-
sionary leader-
ship, strategic
planning, and
to develop the athletics program.

“We are excited to welcome Shawn
Noel and his years of expertise as an
Athletic Director to Union,” stated
Union’s Dean of College Life Tammy
Smith. “He understands the impor-
tance of finding the balance for our
student-athletes between the time
spent on training and practicing for
games with studying and preparing
for exams. He is ready to support
Union’s mission of transforming our
community, one student at a time.”

Mr. Noel comes to Union after hav-
ing previously served as the Director
of Athletics and Recreation at
Brookdale Community College. Dur-
ing his tenure at Brookdale, he was a
part of four National, 14 Regional,
and 14 Conference Championships.
He also helped maintain over a 90
percent retention rate of student-ath-
letes, of which many earned above a
3.0 GPA and were named to a Na-
tional Junior College Athletic Asso-

ciation (NJCAA) Academic Team.
Since 2014, Mr. Noel has served as

an advocate for two-year college ath-
letics in his position as the Region
XIX Men’s Director. He is a member
of the National Alliance of Two Year
College Athletic Administrators

(NATYCAA)
E x e c u t i v e
Board repre-
senting District
II. He is also the
NJCAA Na-
tional Men’s
Lacrosse Chair,
along with serv-
ing on the Base-
ball, Cross
County, and Di-
vision III Sports
D i s t r i c t i n g
Committees.

Prior to
Brookdale, Mr.
Noel served as
the Director of
Athletics at

Garrett College and oversaw the open-
ing of a $23 million athletics and
recreation center. The 70,000-square
foot facility included a full gymna-
sium, fitness center, athletic offices,
and natatorium. He also added a men’s
and women’s cross country team as a
new intercollegiate sport.

Before his experience in under-
graduate sports, Mr. Noel began his
career in athletics administration
while working as a stadium opera-
tions assistant for the New York
Yankees’ human resources and mar-
keting departments for the 1998
World Series Championship cam-
paign.

Mr. Noel has his undergraduate
degree from the State University of
New York at Oswego and his
Master’s in business administration
from the University of Albany.

For more information on inter-
collegiate sports at Union, go to
www.unionowls.com.

Athletic Director Shawn Noel

CARDS FOR TROOPS...Students in Karen Lust’s classes at Roosevelt Intermediate School recently wrote letters to military
troops overseas to thank them for their service and to brighten their lives during the holidays. Roosevelt is among the many
schools, scout troops, churches, individuals, and other community organizations throughout Westfield, Cranford, Kenilworth,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood that participated in making more than 3,000 handmade cards, ornaments and decorations this
season, an annual effort organized by Westfield resident Colby Sheppard. With the help of the American Legion in Westfield
and several other organizations, Sheppard sends out the packages of cards sponsored by Surgent’s Elite School of Gymnastics
in Westfield.

Three Area Student-
Athletes Earn Honor
Roll at Muhlenberg

AREA — Forty-nine Muhlenberg
College student-athletes were recog-
nized for their performance in the
classroom and on the field with their
selection to the Centennial Confer-
ence Academic Honor Roll for the
Fall 2018 season.

The following local student have
been awarded:

Zachary Cimring of Scotch Plains.
Jordan Cimring of Scotch Plains.
Kevin Irving of Westfield.
To be named to the Academic Honor

Roll, a student-athlete must be a
sophomore or higher in class stand-
ing and carry at least a 3.40 cumula-
tive grade-point average.

In addition, six Mules were named
to the Academic All-Centennial team
for earning spots on the Academic
Honor Roll and the All-CC team in
their sport.

Area Schools Receive County
STEM Scholars Grants

AREA — Schools in Cranford,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains are
among those who have received
STEM Scholars grants from Union
County. The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced
the award recipients of grants for
elementary and middle schools in
15 school districts through the new
Union County STEM Scholars grant
program with the goal of enabling
local school districts to enhance
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math) programs for
younger students.

“This year we set forth a series of
“Moving Union County Forward”
initiatives working together with the
school districts across Union
County, to help our residents excel
in educational and career goals,”
said Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados. “The new STEM Schol-
ars program helps open up more
opportunities for elementary and
middle school students to practice
foundational STEM skills like team-
work and leadership, and prepare
them to take on the challenging cur-
riculum of high school STEM top-
ics.”

“Providing STEM lessons in an
inclusive and supportive environ-
ment helps younger students de-
velop self-confidence, curiosity and
innovative thinking,” said Free-
holder Chairman Christopher
Hudak. “The next generation of
STEM leaders is growing up before
our eyes, and we want to ensure that
every child has an opportunity to
explore STEM topics in their
schools and communities.”

The inspiration for the grant pro-
gram comes from the Freeholder
Hudak’s mother, Susan L. Hudak.
Ms. Hudak was a dedicated mem-
ber of the educational community
of Union County for many years,
both as a member of the Linden
Board of Education and as a volun-
teer. Her work included the estab-
lishment of a Monthly Friday Fam-
ily Science Night, a program that
ran for 25 years at School No. 6 in
Linden for students and their fami-
lies.

The STEM Scholars program
awarded grants in the following ar-
eas of concentration: Project Based
Learning: Creative, STEM-inte-
grated, educational programming;

Afterschool STEM: Projects and
programming that focus on extra-
curricular learning, including sci-
ence fairs, STEM clubs, monthly
labs and workshop; Out-of-School
STEM: Creative STEM experiences
out of the classroom, to better pre-
pare students for STEM work in the
classroom, and in the workforce.

Hillside, Walnut, Livingston and
Orange Avenue Schools each re-
ceived $520 and Brookside Place
School received $500, for project-
based learning. Deerfield School
received $1,000 for project-based
learning. Park Middle School re-
ceived a grant for afterschool STEM
and $500 for project-based learn-
ing, and Terrill Middle School re-
ceived a $500 grant for project-
based learning.

Logie of SP Graduates
Misericordia Univ.

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Evelyn
Logie, of Scotch Plains, earned her
B.S. degree from Misericordia Uni-
versity. The winter commencement
ceremony was held on Sunday, De-
cember 16, 2018. Ms. Logie earned a
degree in  Health Care Management
(Pre-DPT).

Local Residents Enroll
at Tufts University

AREA — Local students joined
more than 1,500 undergraduate stu-
dents from around the world as they
begin their academic careers at Tufts
University, located in Medford/
Somerville, Massachusetts. Class of
2022 includes the following area stu-
dents:

Madison McKenna, Westfield;
Melina McDevitt, Cranford; Molly
Ryan, Westfield; Victor
Vollbrechthausen, Westfield; Ben-
jamin Mizrach, Westfield.

Emily Tinnirella
Graduates from ESU
MOUNTAINSIDE — Emily

Tinnirella, from Mountainside, is
among a total of 472 students who
received degrees from East
Stroudsburg University of Pennsyl-
vania at the Winter Commencement
ceremony on Saturday, December
15, at 9:45 a.m. in Koehler
Fieldhouse.

Ms. Tinnirella graduated with a
B.S. in Hotel Restaurant and Tour-
ism Management.

There were 422 bachelor’s de-
grees, 46 master’s degrees and four
doctoral degree awarded.

Chinese Delegation Visit
SP-F Public Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Friday,
November 30, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District hosted 22
school administrators from China rep-
resenting the Wenzhou School Dis-
trict. The visitors were visiting the
United Stated through a two-week
program with Kean university. Dur-
ing their stay in the United States,
they participated in a variety of work-
shops at Kean University and visited
three local school districts, including
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

They began their visit with a wel-
come from Superintendent Margaret
Hayes, Ed.D. and the high school’s
Mandarin teacher, Li Salewski. They
were also treated to a performance by
the high school’s acapella group, “The
Sensations.” High school students in
the Mandarin program were then
charged with the task of acting as tour
guides for the Chinese visitors for the
remainder of the day. The first stop of
their visit was Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School where visitors were able
to visit a variety of classes and ask
students about their lives as high
school students.

After touring the high school, the
Chinese visitors were then able to
visit both Park Middle School and
Terrill Middle School. At both middle
schools, they were able to visit class-
rooms and tour the facilities.

At noon, administrators from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood joined their
Chinese counterparts for lunch and

conversation about their shared ex-
periences.

After lunch, the group of visitors
were divided into three groups that
were each able to visit one of the five
elementary schools in the district. Staff
and students at McGinn Elementary,
School One and Evergreen Elemen-
tary welcomed guests into their class-
rooms with friendly smiles and greet-
ings in Chinese and English.

At the end of the day, the Chinese
school administrators shared that they
enjoyed being able to experience a
typical American school day and felt
extremely welcomed by the students,
staff and administrators of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. Both groups hope
to establish a connection that will
lead to a future intercultural partner-
ship to benefit students in China and
the United States.

Lexa Samer Earns
4.0 GPA at CCU

WESTFIELD  -- Eight hundred
and seventy-five students at Coastal
Carolina University earned a perfect
4.0 GPA during the Fall 2018 semes-
ter. The academic achievement earns
them a spot on the President's List.

Among those students on the
President's List:

Lexa Samer, a Communication
major from Westfield.

A TRIP TO SCOTCH PLAINS...On Friday, November 30, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District hosted 22 school administrators from China represent-
ing the Wenzhou School District. The visitors were visiting the United Stated
through a two-week program with Kean university.

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

www.christopheracademy.com

Admissions Open Houses
Please join us for our

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

January 15
9:30 a.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

January 22
9:30 a.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

WARMTH AND COMFORT...Individuals assisted by the St. Joseph Service
Center in Elizabeth will receive some warmth and comfort this year thanks to the
Mount Saint Mary Academy HOPE (Helping Other People Everywhere) Club,
which is led by Admissions Director Donna Venezia Toryak. The Academy
community as well as the Sisters of Mercy who reside on campus, collected over
300 pairs of socks during the club’s “Sock It to Me” drive which was held during
November and December. Throughout the year, the club also collects cereal for a
local food pantry, as well as a variety of other outreach projects which endorse one
of the Academy’s Core Values of promoting service to others and compassion.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS...Middle and Upper School students at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison created Christmas cards to send greetings
and positive thoughts to adolescent immigrants who have been detained for several
months at the Tornillo detention camp in West Texas after fleeing violence in
Central America. The facility, which was supposed to be temporary, houses 2,400
currently and the population is climbing.  In total, there are now over 14,000
detained children at various facilities. Senator José Rodriguez, a state senator
from El Paso, has led the effort to gather cards for the Tornillo children, who are
isolated from their families and have no clear idea of how long they will remain
there or where they will be able to go next.  W+H worked quickly in Middle and
Upper School advisory periods and mailed 304 cards on Dec. 11 in hopes of
bringing a ray of hope and sense of empathy to the teens at the camp.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League
Seeks Scholarship Applications

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League is now accepting applications
for scholarships from Fanwood-Scotch
Plains resident seniors graduating high
school in 2019, and those residents
currently attending college or post high
school technical schools. Applications
can be obtained from the Scotch Plains
- Fanwood High School (SPFHS) guid-
ance office. The submission deadline
is Friday, February 15, 2019.

Recipients are selected with par-
ticular emphasis on demonstrated com-
mitment to volunteerism and commu-
nity service in high school and college.
Financial need, outside employment
and demonstrated ability to succeed at
post-high school studies are also part

of the decision-making process.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-

vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served our
communities since 1974. Since its
founding, the League has donated over
$3 million for local causes. Anyone
interested in learning more about the
League or League membership is in-
vited to call (908) 322-5420, visit
www.scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to volunteers at The Thrift
Shop, located at 1741 E. 2nd Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Saturday 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Free parking is available
on the street and in the rear of the
building.

O’Keefe of MS Completes
Research Project in Japan

MOUNTAINSIDE -- Aidan
O'Keefe of Mountainside, a member
of the class of 2019 majoring in inter-
active media and game development
and computer science at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI), was a
member of a student team that recently
completed an intense, hands-on re-
search project in Japan. The project
was titled Vocaodoru - Rhythm Gam-
ing and Artificial Cinematography in
Virtual Reality. In their project sum-
mary, the students wrote, "Tied to the
gameplay is a human-in-the-loop util-
ity AI that controls a cinematographic
camera to allow streamers to broad-
cast a more interesting, dynamic view
of the player. We discuss our efforts to
develop and connect these compo-
nents and how we plan to continue
development after the conclusion of
the MQP."

At WPI, all undergraduates are re-
quired to complete a research-driven,
professional-level project addressing
a challenge in their major field of
study. About two-thirds of students
complete a project at one of the
university's 40-plus off-campus project
centers, which are located around the

world. A signature element of the in-
novative undergraduate experience at
WPI, the project-based curriculum
offers students the opportunity to ap-
ply their scientific and technical knowl-
edge to develop thoughtful solutions
to real problems that affect the quality
of people's lives-and make a differ-
ence before they graduate.

"The WPI project-based
curriculum's focus on global studies
brings students out of the classroom
and their comfort zones and into the
global community to apply their knowl-
edge to solve real problems," said
Professor Kent Rissmiller, interim dean
of the WPI Interdisciplinary and Glo-
bal Studies Division. "Students are
immersed in all aspects of a different
culture, from the way people live and
work to the values they hold to the
foods they eat-all valuable perspec-
tives for surviving and thriving in
today's global marketplace. They also
learn the meaning and magic of team-
work; make valuable contributions to
a problem in their field; and gain a
competitive edge for any resume, or
graduate or professional school appli-
cation."
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Eat Your Way Through Downtown Westfield!

16 Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro
1958 Cuban Cuisine

Addams Tavern
Ahrre's Coffee Roastery

Akai Japanese Sushi Lounge
Ambeli Greek Taverna

Asian Fusion
Boardwalk Ice Cream

Bovella's Pastry Shoppe
Brick Oven

Brummer's Chocolates
Brunella Portuguese Coffee & Deli

Casa di Pizza
Chez Catherine

Chipotle Mexican Grill
Chocolate Bar

Cosimo's Italian Restaurant
Di Farina Pizzeria

Emack & Bolio's Westfield
Farinolio

Feast Catering & Cafe
Ferraro's Restaurant

Fiamma Wood Fired Pizza
Five Guys Burgers and Fries

Fresh Bui
FroYo

Hershey's Deli
Hunan Wok III
Inspiration Roll
Jade Garden

Jersey Mike's Subs
Juice Junky Organic Juice Bar

Kilwins
Limani Seafood Grill

Manhattan Bagel
Morano Gelato

Mulberry House Restaurant
Nagoya

NY Korean Barbeque
Old Havana

Ono Bowls and Juices
Outta Hand Pizza

Qdoba Mexican Grill
Rockn' Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro

Roosterspin
Sichuan Dynasty
Signature Café
Splash of Thai

Starbucks
Sweet Waters Steak House

The Salad House
Theresa's

Tinga Taqueria
Turning Point Restaurant

Tutti Baci Italian Bakery & Deli
Vicki's Diner

Westfield Diner
Westfield Seafood

Westfield Station Cafe
Xocolatz Restaurant & Grill

The Leader/Times can help you attract loyal patrons:

Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

(Source: Downtown Westfield Corporation website)

Mindful Eating Program
Offered by College Club

FANWOOD — The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains College Club Wel-
comes Victoria Coglianese, Regis-
tered Dietician, to present a pro-
gram entitled “Mindful Eating: The
Way to a Healthy Relationship with
Food” on Monday, January 28, 2019
at 7:30 p.m.

The College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains welcomes Victoria
Coglianese, Registered Dietician
from the Garwood ShopRite, to
present a program on “Mindful Eat-
ing.” Ms. Coglianese will present
non-weight related healthy eating
tips so that her listeners can de-
velop a better relationship with food,
resulting in lasting healthy habits.

Ms. Coglianese is a Registered
Dietician working at the ShopRite
of Garwood to provide health and
wellness programs to customers,
employees, and the community. She
completed her dietetic residency at
New York-Presbyterian Hospital. In
addition to retail, she has experi-
ence in nutrition in cancer treat-
ment, clinical nutrition, and research
and communications. She has a pas-
sion for helping people become ex-
cited about choosing and preparing
food that truly nourishes their bod-
ies to maintain good health. She is
also interested in guiding people
through the nutritional claims in
our current market. As a ShopRite

dietician, she offers free nutrition
services such as nutritional coun-
seling, cooking demonstrations,
community events and presenta-
tions, and much more.

This program is open to the pub-
lic, and is free of charge. It will take
place at The Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, 74 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood (McDermott Street en-
trance).

Improv Intro Workshop and
Class at Dreamcatcher

SUMMIT — Dreamcatcher Rep-
ertory Theatre, professional Theatre
in Residence at the Oakes Center in
Summit, will offer an Intro to Improv
Workshop on Sunday, January 6, and
an Open Level Improv class for adults
and teens beginning Saturday, Janu-
ary 19.

Improv expert Lulu French
(Maplewood) will teach both the in-
troductory workshop and the class.
The Intro to Improv Workshop, which
will be held on Sunday, January 6,
from 7 to 9:00 p.m., is designed to
allow students to sample the craft of
improv before signing up for a full
session. Instructor French will guide
participants through the basic prin-
ciples of improv in a fun, accessible
way. Students will collaborate with
their classmates to free their imagina-
tion and create instant characters,
scenes and worlds.

The six-week Improv Comedy for
Teens and Adults class, open to both
students who have taken the Level 1
class and to beginners, runs from Janu-
ary 19 through February 23 on Satur-
days from noon to 2 p.m. at the Oakes
Center in Summit. Enrollment is also
open for the Spring and Summer
Improv sessions at Dreamcatcher.

These classes delve deep into the
craft of improv with more complex
games as the weeks progress. The
Improv Class is great for new impro-
visers, and also for actors who want
to add another dimension to their
skills. For those who come with a
foundation of improv skills, Dave
will introduce games that require
keeping many balls in the air at once.
The environment is supportive and
responsive to the needs of students
with any level of experience. Improv
is a valuable skill for countless situa-
tions such as public speaking, audi-
tions and job interviews as well.

Ms. French first took improv classes
at Gotham City Improv (GCI) two
decades ago and has been improvis-
ing ever since. In addition to being a
graduate of GCI, she has also studied
improv under Amy Poehler, Matt
Walsh, and Matt Besser, various Sec-
ond City alumni such as Todd
Stashwick (12 Monkeys), and improv
masters Michael Gellman, Dave
Razowsky, and Aretha Sills. She has
appeared in numerous improv per-
formances in New York City improv
theaters such as Gotham City Improv,
the Magnet Theater, and Upright Citi-
zens Brigade, as well as with
Dreamcatcher’s own Multiple Per-
sonality Disorder. Ms. French has
been teaching improv since 2000 and
has recently opened her own busi-
ness, Rocket Improv.

The cost for the workshop is $35,
and the cost for the class (six weeks)
is $210. At Oakes, parking is avail-
able in the lot behind the theatre on
Ashwood Avenue and at the Summit

Recreation Center on Morris Avenue.
The facility is wheelchair accessible.
To register for the class or for infor-
mation on any of Dreamcatcher Rep-
ertory Theatre’s programs, please visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or contact
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre at
The Oakes Center, 120 Morris Av-
enue, Summit, (908) 514-9654.

Dreamcatcher was founded in 1994,
and is a non-profit professional en-
semble of actors who build commu-
nity with the audience by sharing
contemporary, life-affirming stories
that challenge, energize and enter-
tain.  We seek to expose theatregoers
to ideas and lives like and unlike their
own, to awaken their imaginations
and create empathy for others. The
company focuses on deepening the
experience of our patrons by supple-
menting the performances with per-
sonal contact through receptions,
talkbacks, and interactive programs.

Dreamcatcher’s core company of
professional local actors performs
contemporary work that entertains and
challenges, and has at its heart a be-
lief in the essential goodness of
people. The company’s activities in-
clude mainstage productions, impro-
visational comedy and cabarets, new
play readings and a variety of educa-
tional and senior outreach programs.

Dreamcatcher’s programs are
funded by the New Jersey State coun-
cil on the Arts/Department of State, a
Partner Agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation, Dramatist
Guild Fund, The Summit Area Public
Foundation, and many other corpora-
tions, foundations and individuals.
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre is a
senior member of the New Jersey
Theatre Alliance.

Laugh in the New Year
With Lunatic Fringe
MONTCLAIR – Lunatic Fringe,

New Jersey’s longest performing pro-
fessional improv comedy troupe, will
take the stage for its first show of
2019 on Saturday, January 12, at 8
p.m. at the Glen Ridge Train Station.

The group is in the midst of its 22nd
season and its secret to longevity is
simple: fast, witty and insightful hu-
mor as the improvisers draw on music
and audience suggestions to create a
show that’s different every time, but
always funny.

“The holidays are over; it’s dark
and cold,” said Deb Maclean, direc-
tor, “so it’s a really good idea to
brighten up the season with a few
laughs.”

Lunatic Fringe performers in the
show include: Ms. Maclean, Paul
Murphy, Dave Groveman and Harvey
Chipkin. Rodney Marfil improvises
on piano.

Tickets to the January 12 Lunatic
Fringe show, at Glen Ridge Train
Station, located 228 Ridgewood Av-
enue, near Bloomfield Avenue, are
$10 with reservations, $12 at the door.
For reservations, call (973) 429-1527.

Youth Orchestra of Central
Jersey to Perform with Kim

HOLIDAY GATHERING...A group of the Intermediate ladies of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) enjoyed a luncheon together recently at Echo Lake
Country Club. Lots of laugher, good conversation and much friendliness were at
the table as all looked forward to the holidays and a wonderful new year. In this
photo are members who have turned into friends. Pictured, top from left, are:
Charlotte Clevenger, Nancy Hatfield, Nancy Muserlian and Grace Ann Meyn.
The bottom row includes from left: Jane Walsweer, Mary Ann Sepe, Margery
Brewster and Anne Magnotti.

Photo courtesy Susan Dougherty
ANGELS IN ACTION…Teens in the Westfield High School Key Club host a
party at Christmas for children in Plainfield. This is the third year the volunteer
teen organization has worked with this at-risk population.

WHS Key Club Continue
Volunteerism with Children
WESTFIELD — Under the presi-

dency of Westfield High School
(WHS) senior Matt Paden, the WHS
Key Club hosted a “Winter Wonder-
land” arts and crafts party for chil-
dren in Plainfield in mid-December.
Partnering with the Angels for Action
Foundation, the teens gave individual
attention to children from ages five to
10. The party featured crafts and in-
teractive games to reflect the season.

This is the third year the teen vol-

unteer organization has offered the
party in Plainfield as part of its pledge
to help children in underserved com-
munities. The club also brought over
50 stuffed animals for the children to
take home with them.

The Key Club is sponsored by the
adult club, the Kiwanis Club of
Greater Westfield. For more infor-
mation about the adult club, contact
president JM Jones at
grayfdir@gmail.com.

AREA — Philadelphia Orchestra
Concertmaster David Kim will per-
form Violin Concerto No. 1 in G
Minor by Max Bruch with the Youth
Orchestra of Central Jersey on Sun-
day, January 20, at 2:30 p.m.

Mr. Kim’s performance is the fea-
tured event of the annual YOCJ
winter concerts, to be held at
Kendall Hall, The College of New
Jersey. The afternoon concert will
also include YOCJ’s Saxophone
Choir, which will perform Gran
Partita, commissioned by YOCJ and
written by noted composer David
Noon.

A later concert, at 7:30 p.m., will
include the String Preparatory Or-
chestra, Pro Arte Orchestra, and
Wind Symphony. All tickets are good
for both concerts.

Tickets will be available starting
on January 4 at tcnj.edu/boxoffice or
the Kendall Hall box office on the
day of the concert.

Kendall Hall is located behind Park
Drive on the TCNJ campus, 2000
Pennington Road in Ewing, NJ.

The YOCJ Symphonic Orchestra,
conducted by John Enz, will accom-
pany Mr. Kim at the 2:30 p.m. con-
cert. Mr. Kim has been concertmas-
ter at the Philadelphia Orchestra since
1999, and appears as a soloist each
season. He received his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from the
Juilliard School in New York City.

The Saxophone Choir, a rare group
for any youth orchestra, is led by Dr.
Jordan Smith.

YOCJ has performed since 1978.
New student auditions are planned
for Tuesday, January 29. See
YOCJ.org for details.

YOCJ is composed of about 230
student players who seek to improve
and play at a higher level. Players
must be privately taught, and must
continue to work with their school
orchestras and bands.

CELEBRATION...Guests enjoy the reception during the grand opening of
Mountainside’s circa 1818 Levi Cory House on December 8, which included
greetings by Mayor Paul Mirabelli, bagpipe players and several dedications.

Historic Levi Cory House
Has Grand Opening

MOUNTAINSIDE — During an
open house event on December 8,
the Mountainside Historic Restora-
tion Committee held a grand open-
ing of the circa 1818 Levi Cory
House, which was moved to Consti-
tution Plaza five years ago.

Originally located at the corner
of New Providence Road and Moun-
tain Avenue, the house was the loca-
tion of the first Children’s Country
Home, during the 1890s, before ex-
panding to its current location as
the Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal. After years of repair, renovation
and restoration, it is now open as
the Museum for Children’s Inter-
ests and Boutique.

Prior to the grand opening, the Levi
Cory House was opened for a few
weekends as a holiday boutique,
where many visitors got a preview of
the restored house. In the future, two
porches will be built onto the house in
order to restore it to its original form.

During the open house, several
dedications were held. The lower
level living room was dedicated in
honor of Deb and Scott Daniels by

the committee. An upper level
Children’s School, Sports and
Scouts Room was dedicated in
memory of Ryan Patrick Faella,
funded by the Ryan Patrick Faella
Foundation. In addition, two win-
dows in the house were dedicated –
one to the memory of former
Mountainside Mayor Bob Viglianti
by his family, and another in honor
of Mary Greeley and Carol Goggi
by the Mountainside Girl Scouts.

The Levi Cory House and Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House are located
at Constitution Plaza (Watchung Av-
enue, off Birch Hill Road) adjacent to
the Mountainside Public Library. The
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tee, also known as the Mountainside
Historic Committee, is a 501(c)(3)
charity and a committee of volunteers
whose purpose is to maintain the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House, re-
store and maintain the Levi Cory
House and collect and save historic
Mountainside information and items
from destruction. For further infor-
mation, call (908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

Library Friends Plan
Used Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library invite the com-
munity to visit their used book sale in
the Cranford Public Library’s Friendly
Book Cellar.

The book sale will take place on
Wednesday, January 9, from 4 to 8:30
p.m.; Thursday, January 10, 10 a.m. to
8:30 p.m.; Friday, January 11, 10 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, January 12,
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Items for sale will include more than
10,000 adult and children’s books, as
well as CDs, DVDs and recorded books.
Prices range from 25 cents to $2, except
for a few specially-marked items. Sat-
urday is Bag Day, when shoppers will
be able to fill a bag with books for just
$8.

The Cranford Public Library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue. Entrance
to the sale is through the side door, just
off the main parking lot. The sale is
wheelchair accessible. Proceeds will
benefit the library. For more informa-
tion about the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Friends of the Library.

Free Screening of
Living on One Dollar
AREA — The public is invited to a

free screening of Living on One Dollar
as part of the PSE&G True Diversity
Film Series at Express Newark-Rutgers
University, Hahne & Co. Building, lo-
cated at 54 Halsey Street, Newark,
Room 213, on Thursday, January 10, at
6:30 p.m. The film will be followed by
a panel discussion with Iyonah Fard;
attorneys Joyce Harley and Linda
Carter; Louis Prezeau of La Casa de
Don Pedro; and a representative from
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
of Newark. Admission is free. RSVP
required. See njpac.org to register.

Living on One Dollar (2013) is an
award-winning documentary created
from a YouTube series of videos, which
were made to inspire others to help end
dire poverty. In the film, we follow four
friends as they journey to a destitute
area of Guatemala and endure hunger,
parasites and other extreme conditions
to raise awareness of the hardships of
survival in today’s world.

Free Jazz Concert
By Lou Watson

SUMMIT – Members of the pub-
lic are invited to join SAGE
Eldercare Spend-A-Day clients in
enjoying a free concert by Jazz vo-
calist and pianist/composer Lou
Watson on Tuesday, January 15, at
2 p.m.

Mr. Watson blends his deep,
warm, sonorous baritone together
with songs of his own creation, in
the classic Jazz/R&B tradition, to
produce sensuous, romantic, and
truly timeless musical creations. He
has performed in nightclubs in the
New York metropolitan area, as well
as private affairs both as a solo
pianist/vocalist and with his jazz
trio.

For more information, please call
(908) 273-5550 or visit
www.sageeldercare.org.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DYNAMIC DUET...Maria Failla and Cooper Grodin perform a duet during the
New Jersey Festival Orchestra New Year’s Eve musical celebration, held at the
Westfield High School auditorium Monday evening.
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WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-YMCA (9622)  westfieldynj.org        
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

When you join the Y, you commit to more than becoming healthier.  
You build relationships and support the core values and programs that 

strengthen your community.  The Y.™  For a better us.™  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS 

No Joiner’s Fee  Now January 5  
“Pay the day” Joiner’s Fee  January 631  

($6 on 1/6, $7 on 1/7 … and so on) 

 

 

CAMP OPEN HOUSE  

 

10:00AM-Noon Saturday, January 5 
Main Y Facility, 220 Clark St., Westfield 

 
CAMP EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

 

Pay in full 1/5-1/30 and receive 10% discount 
(extended care not included) 

 

 
2019-2020 School Year Child Care Education 

OPEN HOUSES  
Saturday, January 5 

 

10:00AM-Noon:   Bauer Branch 
422 E. Broad St., Westfield 
 

10:00AM-Noon:   Early Learning Center  
170 Elm St., Westfield  
 

9:30-11:00AM:   Garwood Family Center YMCA  
500 East St., Garwood 

 

The Y offers full-day child care, preschool, full-
day Kindergarten & before/after school care.  

NEW 
Racquetball 
Courts now 

open! 

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARS OF SONG AND DANCE...On Monday, December 31, at 7 p.m., under the baton of Maestro David Wroe, pictured
top center, New Jersey Festival Orchestra presents one of New Jersey’s most popular New Year’s Eve musical celebrations.
This year’s performance, “Singin’ and Dancin’ with the Stars” brings together dancers from Dance Theatre of Harlem,
Da’von Doane, Stephanie Williams and Amanda Smith, pictured top center in front of Mr. Wroe, and vocalists, Soprano
Maria Failla, pictured top left, and Tenor Cooper Grodin, pictured top far right, bottom left, direct from the Broadway stage.

NJFO New Year’s Eve Performance
In Westfield Is a Stage Full of Stars

Huwang’s ‘My Deserted Island’
Is a True Tale of Escape

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — After reading “My
Deserted Island,” (for sale on Ama-
zon, ISBN-13: 978-0692190746;
ISBN-10: 0692190740) Victor
Huwang’s true account of escaping
communism in Saigon, I was struck
with a sense of wonder. Seen through
the eyes of a pre-teen Victor Huwang,
he deftly writes about an escape by
boat in the South China Sea with his
parents and a host of strangers, surg-
ing through tumultuous weather and
facing seasickness, motor failure, and
even pirates. Twice, Mr. Huwang and
his fellow cast and crew faced these
money-grubbing beasts, who, like a
wild wind, swept through their boat,
and picked clean each and every per-
son of their most prized treasures,
including the copper buttons on Mr.
Huwang’s Levi jacket, a jacket Mr.
Huwang describes in the book as his
companion in a place full of uneasi-
ness and unknowns.

When the boat touches land on a
remote uninhabited island, it’s like
the dawn of a new day. Mr. Huwang
and the survivors set up camp, build-
ing tents and fishing rods, and creat-
ing a whole new community in this
temperate new land. The ship’s cap-
tain leads the way, likened to an angel
who teaches everyone survival skills,
from fishing, to swimming, and cook-
ing and building. They spend two
years living on the beach before find-
ing their way to their next new home.

But it’s here on this island Mr.
Huwang has written much about, tell-
ing of the child-like wonder of the
freedoms he and his new friends have
found trekking through the island in
search of fresh water, hunting for
food, swimming deep in the sea spear-
ing fish, learning from their captain.
It makes one ponder if this island is
where maybe true happiness could be
found.

Before he and his family set sail for
a new beginning, Mr. Huwang also
tells with such tenderness about his
family, about the changing landscape
and governmental rule of his home-
town, about how his grandparents
and mother outwitted the soldiers and
were able to save enough gold (their
own hidden treasure) to pay their way
out of post-war Vietnam.

Today, Mr. Huwang works in fi-
nance in a gold fund group for an
asset management company, and has
raised his family in Cranford, moving
to the township in 2007. Mr. Huwang

takes some time to answer some ques-
tions.

Leader: Do you keep in touch with
anyone other than your family who
you lived with on the island?

Mr. Huwang: Yes, my parents still
keep in touch with the Captain’s fam-
ily living in Texas and one other
family living in Canada. Most of the
other families that lived with us on
the island went their separate ways
when we were at the refugee camp in
Singapore.

Leader: How did you cope with the
change in lifestyle once on the island,
and then later once you arrived in the
U.S.?

Mr. Huwang: In order to survive,
everyone had to work together. For-
tunately, the weather and the environ-
ment on the island were not harsh.
The island was pretty self-sufficient
in terms of water and food. We had
many natural resources, such as sun-
shine, good soil, wood, and seafood
(fishes, octopus, clams, oysters, etc.).
What I can say is this: “Great human
beings always adapt to their environ-
ments.”

Lifestyle in the U.S. was more de-
fined and restricted. The wild and
adventurous island life seemed like a
memory in a distant past.

Leader: Have you sworn off trav-
elling by boat after that turbulent
escape?

Mr. Huwang: I’ve been in the U.S.
since 1980 and I have not taken a boat
trip. Regardless of how big the boat
is, I can just imagine that I will feel
seasick, immobile, and helpless.
Those three days that we spent on the
wooden escape boat in South China
Sea have a lifetime effect on me.

Leader: At first what crossed your

mind as a young boy when pirates
arrived?

Mr. Huwang: I’ve never heard of
pirates until a face-to-face encounter
with them at sea. They acted like
barbarians who wanted to kill you if
you didn’t give them what they want.
They held a big knife in front of you
to scare you to death.

Leader: How has this experience
affected you in your adult life?

Mr. Huwang: This experience defi-
nitely made me feel more mature than
my actual age. I also feel that I can
survive in any environment, whether
it’s in a big city like Saigon or a wild
place in the jungle. With this experi-
ence, I tend to appreciate a simpler
life and enjoy more outdoor and na-
ture activities. I like to explore new
destinations and go to places that I’ve
never seen before. In addition, I be-
lieve that one is in control of his or her
own destiny. Don’t rely on the gov-
ernment or anyone to help you be-
cause you’ll be disappointed in the
end. As the saying goes, “If you work
hard and be persistent, you will be
rewarded.”

Leader: Have you used any of the
skills you learned while living on the
island in your life in America?

Mr. Huwang: The only “skill” that
I still use today is that I still swim
without goggles, whether I’m in the
pool or at the beach. I am used to
opening my eyes underwater with-
out any goggles when I was living on
the island. Old habits are hard to
change.

Leader: Did you ever go out and
buy a new Levi jacket?

Mr. Huwang: No. I don’t want to be
reminded of the buttons being
chopped off by a machete. But if I
were to get a Levi jacket, I would
make sure the buttons are indeed made
of 24K gold to remind myself of how
silly those pirates were when they
robbed me of my copper buttons.

Leader: Do you have any item left
from your time in Vietnam and/or
from the island?

Mr. Huwang: Yes, I still have one
item left from Vietnam and the is-
land. This is an 800 ml stainless steel
cup that was made in Japan. I still
use it daily to hold water for brush-
ing my teeth. This cup is priceless to
me and a constant reminder of what
we went through together. It is a
small token that symbolizes the will
to survive and the value of family
that is still vitally important to me
today.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A real team performance of the
decade (or more) indeed! When
it came down to describing how
well the Westfield High School
wrestling team made out at the
Annual Roselle Park Panther Tour-
nament featuring 11 teams on
December 28, one of the defin-
ing comments had to be HUGE!
The Blue Devils claimed six cham-
pions and easily won the tourna-
ment with a 199.5 total.

A distant second was West
Essex (WE) with 161.5, followed

by Piscataway (Pisc — 2 champs)
with 137.5. The hosting Roselle
Park Panthers took fourth at 122
and claimed three champions —
Gabe Leo (113-lbs), Mark Mont-
gomery (132-lbs) and Elvin
Guerrero (145-lbs). West Milford
(WM — 1 champ) was fifth at
93.5, Passaic Valley (PV) was
sixth at 83.5, Woodbridge (Wd)
was seventh at 72, Hillsborough
(H — 1 champ) was eighth at 69,
Franklin (F) — 1 champ) was
ninth at 50, Passaic (Pa) was
10th at 38 and Madison (M) was
11th at 35.5.

Blue Devil seniors Jordan
Simpson (170-lbs), Tim Miller
(195-lbs) and Brendan Loder
(220-lbs), juniors Luke Hoerle
(120-lbs) and CJ Composto (126-
lbs) and freshman Luke Jacobs
(106-lbs) all claimed individual
titles, while junior Luke Scanlan
(160-lbs) took second. Junior
Jeremy Silber (132-lbs) and
sophomore John Heard (285-lbs)
placed fourth. Sophomore An-
thony Ciotta (138-lbs) and se-
nior Theo Dardia (145-lbs) placed
fifth. Junior James Greco placed
sixth after a very tight bout for
fifth.

Miller, seeded second at 195,
began his journey to the finals
with a pair of pins — Isaiah Ayala
- (F) with a wrist/half nelson in

1:37 and Sam Carsillo (WE) with
a takedown to half nelson in 3:39.
Miller used his favorite head-
and-arm takedown with a snap
down in his bout with Carsillo.

“I knew from the last match
that kid wrestled that he liked
front head too, so I wasn’t ex-
pecting to get too many shots

off. So I got that snap down right
off the bat. I was looking for a few
tilts but rode him out most of
that period,” Miller said.

Miller also worked a stretch
hammerlock and an underhook
in an effort to turn Carsillo to his
back.

“I got the hammer, took a little
bit of weight off him but I should
have been quicker ripping that
arm up and getting him flat on
his belly. I almost had him but I
didn’t have the right pressure on
that,” Miller explained.

Facing Nick Recine (Pisc) in the
title bout, Miller overcame a
bearhug takedown in the first

JACOBS, HOERLE, COMPOSTO, SIMPSON, MILLER, LODER WIN TITLES; SCANLAN SECOND

Blue Devils Claim 6 Champs, Win Panther Mat Tournament
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period then came through with a
head-and-arm takedown to carry
a 3-3 tie into the third period.
Miller added an escape and fol-
lowed up with another head-and-
arm walkaround takedown to
grab the crown with a 6-3 deci-
sion.

As the top seed at 220-lbs,
Loder unloaded on his first oppo-
nent with a 5:00 pin using a
double-leg drive to back
takedown. In the semifinal bout,
Loder worked a single-leg trip, a
double-leg tackle and three
counter takedowns to grab a 12-
4 majority decision over Emilio
Guerrero Nieto (H).

“My first match I was disap-
pointed with my offense, so I
definitely focused more on that
my second match. I took better
shots. Once I got that single, I
felt I was pretty comfortable with
the match that I could take him
down many more times. I kept
listening to my coaches. My top

[control] was alright, couldn’t get
the turn but I majored him. I am
ready for the finals,” Loder ex-
pressed.

Loder took care of business
well in his title bout with Mike
Podmokly (WM) making good use
of several double-leg takedowns
to emerge with a 9-4 decision
and the crown.

Simpson, seeded second at
170-lbs and receiving a first-
round bye, had to prove himself

and began well with a 13-3 ma-
jority decision over Yusef El Bayer
(Wd). His bout included a num-
ber of double-leg tackles and a
tilt nearfall.

“On the takedowns, I was work-
ing my fakes, get the man jump-
ing. I knew if I got him jumping,
I could get his legs because he
won’t know when I am going.
When I took him down, we have
been working on our tilts, so
coach says, ‘Go for it!’ So I went
for it,” Simpson explained.

Hoerle, who won the title last
year at 113-lbs, began his quest
for the 120-lb title with an 18-3
technical fall over Panther Mike
Forstenhausler. Hoerle exhibited
a clinic of takedowns and four
two-point tilts to harvest his
points. Hoerle took a different
approach in his semifinal bout
with Kendall Jordan (Pisc) when
he introduced him to the lights in
1:43 using a lateral drop to front
grapevine.

“I took him [Jordan] down in
the first. I was pretty sure I got a
turn then I let him up. I got him
in a collar tie where I had his arm
strapped. I never really used this
move before but I fell back and
took him with me. It ended up
working out. He was on his back,”
Hoerle described.

Hoerle’s title bout with Carson
Barry (WE) was pretty much the
same as he used the lateral drop
again to pin him in 1:37.

Composto, the 106-lb champ
last year, wanted to check out
his smoothness in his 126-lb
opening bout with Raheen Rucker
(Pisc). He began with a backdoor
takedown then added four more
takedowns and a pair of tight
waist tilts all in the first period
then add another takedown be-
fore stacking Rucker in 3:17 with

an arm bar/half nelson. His semi-
final bout with Billy Garofalo (WE)
was similar but quicker when he
pinned him in 1:29.

“My first match, my first couple
of takedowns were a little sloppy.
I heard coaches say work on my
head position. My second match
I tried to focus on not too much
scoring but getting in good posi-
tions that allow me to score. I
finished him, I had a single to a
cradle then I split his legs then
walked toward his head to put
pressure on him,” Composto de-
scribed.

His title bout with Panther Eddie
Hummel, a very tough customer
who wrestled behind two state
qualifiers last year, would be a
highly anticipated battle.

“He likes to go for big moves. It
should be a fun match,”
Composto commented.

The showdown arrived and af-
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ter a scoreless but active first
period, Composto gained a 3-1
lead with a re-throw takedown
then added an escape and an-
other takedown to earn a 6-2
decision.

Jacobs, the top seed at 106-
lbs, received a bye then after
being surprised with a takedown
by Mike Pescatore (WE), wasted
little time by responding with an
escape and a single-leg trip
takedown before pinning him with
a wrist/half nelson combination
in 1:55 to advance to the cham-
pionship bout.

“I knew I got taken down but I
knew I would get up then take
him down. Then I tried to ham-
mer him on top. I tried to shoot
a double but got caught. When I
took him down, I tried to shoot
for a half [nelson] but it wasn’t
there. I went to a one-on-one to
an arm bar. That wasn’t there
then I went back to the half and
I pinned him,” Jacobs recalled.

In his title bout with Desmond

Pleasant (Pisc), Jacobs hit him
with a lateral throw takedown
and a double-leg takedown in
the first period, exercised top
control throughout the second
period then added a reversal and
a takedown to grab an 8-3 deci-
sion and the crown.

Scanlan, seeded second at 160-
lbs, pinned Brian Musumeci (H)
with an arm bar/under hook in
1:36. In the semifinal bout,
Scanlan used his length to get a
double-leg trip takedown on
Sergio Cespedes (Wd). Length
came in handy again when he
controlled Cespedes from the top
position in the second period then
he topped it off with another
takedown and a single grapevine
nearfall in the third to earn an 8-
0 majority decision

“I knew a lot of times if I can
get in on the shots, get an arm

around it or hand around, I know
I can finish. I can keep driving.
My length helps tremendously,
so I kept shooting. They weren’t
the best shots. I was a little too
far away from my opponents but
every time I wrapped it up, I was
able to finish,” described
Scanlan, who added, “On top,
he went switch but I knew ex-
tending my body it would be
hard for him to switch on me.
When I put him on his back, I

was long enough to get my hand
out and stick him with the back
points.”

Silber worked his moves very
well to earn an 11-2 majority
decision over Dan Mikita (Pisc) in
his first bout at 132-lbs. Although
he was outgunned, 12-3, by
Montgomery in the semifinals,
he did not allow any back points.
Heard at 285-lbs used his foot-
ball linebacker balance to pin
Dan Hasbani (PV) with a double
front grapevine in 3:59. Heard
lost to Estevez, the eventual win-
ner, and finished fourth.

Dardia won his first wrestleback
with a pin at 145-lbs then after-
wards recorded a 22-second fall
over Cameron Smith (Pisc) to
take fifth. Ciotta at 138-lbs
wrestled well to claim a 16-2
majority decision in his first
wrestleback then took fifth when
he pinned Dane Perrone (WE)
with a wrist/half nelson in 3:23.
Greco won his first wrestleback
by pinning Mike Santiago (F) with

an arm bar/half nelson in 5:01.
Also in his bout, Greco pulled off
a smooth barrel roll takedown.
In his fifth-place bout, Greco took
it to the limit with Justin
Castaneda (PV) but lost by deci-
sion.

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
106: — Jacobs (W) d Pleasant (Pisc) 8-
5
113: — Leo (RP) d Pleasant (Pisc) 6-4
120: — Hoerle (W) p Barry (WE) 1:37
126: — Composto (W) d Hummel (RP)
6-2
132: — Montgomery (RP) won inj def
138: — Trevor Fleet (WM) p Alex Sa-
mara (M) 1:41
145: — Guerrero (RP) d Bartley (WE) 5-
1
152: — Ray O’Callaghan (H) md Craig
Blumeling (WM) 14-2
160: — Hatcher (Pisc) p Scanlan :54
170: — Simpson (W) d Kenny (WE) 6-
5
182: — Nick Lodato (Pisc) won inj dft
195: — Miller (W) d Recine (pisc) 6-3
220: — Loder (W) d Podmokly (WM) 9-
4
285: — Estevez (F) d Bardhyl Gashi
(WE) 6-2
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* Blue Devil Cagers Burn WW-P North in Sepanak Memorial Tournament, 45-43 *
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Cranford Cougar Wrestlers Place Second at Tunkhannock Holiday Tournament

Photos Courtesy of Cranford Cougar Fan
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Second Half 2018, June Through November: Scotch Plains Endorses
Downtown Redevelopment Plan; Malinowski Defeats Lance In 7th Dist.

JUNE
Garwood

Councilwoman Sara Todisco de-
feated first-term incumbent
Mayor Charles Lombardo in the
Democratic Primary. She would
face Republican Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro in the November
election.

Russo Development held a
town-hall meeting to address
residents’ concerns regarding
public safety during the Petro/
Casale building demolition on
South Avenue and subsequent
cleanup.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
signed from the borough council
after moving to Scotch Plains
and was replaced by Stephanie
Bianco.

Mayor Lombardo said he and
Police Chief James Wright met
with Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle to discuss the Gumbert
Park temporary ice-hockey rink
and residents’ concerns about
the rink’s impact on the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

Cranford
It was announced that funds

left in the township coffers for 10
years that were never used to
repay a bond for the Flagpole
Fund would be split between
maintaining the newly-restored
flagpole at Eastman Plaza and
for the Downtown Management
Corporation’s improvement to
public spaces.

A group of Cranford High School
seniors asked the board of edu-
cation to maintain an open cam-
pus at the high school for the
upcoming school year for the
class of 2019.

JULY
Garwood

At a town hall-style meeting
held to allow borough residents
to gather insight and ask ques-
tions regarding the Paperboard

AUGUST
Garwood

The planning board endorsed
the Garwood Paperboard (75
North Avenue) redevelopment
plan. Project manager Michael
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants
stated the 4.5-acre site’s rede-
velopment would include a “one-
building, 124-unit inclusionary
housing development” in keep-
ing with the borough’s afford-
able-housing obligations set forth
in the borough’s court settle-
ment agreement.

New Jersey American Water
field operations manager Michael
Bange told the borough council
that the utility had invested more
than $3 million into rehabilitat-
ing more than 13,000 feet of
water lines in Garwood.

Cranford
The township committee an-

nounced that it is establishing a
subcommittee to evaluate the

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EXHAUSTED...Firefighters cross the finish line after running the Cranford
Firecracker 4 Miler race on the Fourth of July in full gear.

redevelopment project, redevel-
opment attorney William
Northgrave said that no more
than 124 rental units would be
developed at the North Avenue
site.

Cranford
A 39-percent increase in the stu-

dent population could result from
the construction of 905 apartments
at 750 Walnut Avenue, a board of
education-funded study by Ross
and Haber found.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) held
a town-hall meeting on July 9 at
The Kilkenny House to discuss the
impact of state-imposed, high-den-
sity affordable housing on commu-
nities like Cranford.

The Cranford school district was
one of 12 New Jersey school dis-
tricts named in a lawsuit filed by
the American Civil Liberties Union
of New Jersey protesting its en-
rollment policies.

July 4, 2018

North and South Avenue rede-
velopment projects in neighbor-
ing Garwood and to provide a
formal analysis of issues that the
redevelopment may cause.

The township committee en-
acted an ordinance designating
the Sunny Acres neighborhood
as Cranford’s first historic dis-
trict.

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency awarded a
$1,668,563 Flood Mitigation
Award grant to the township for
a 2017 application to fund the
elevation of six flood-prone
homes.

SEPTEMBER
Garwood

Councilwomen Sara Todisco
and Stephanie Bianco addressed
the Gumbert Park temporary ice
rink construction and its impact
on the surrounding Garwood
neighborhood, asking that an of-
ficial letter signed by Mayor
Charles Lombardo and every
council member be sent to
Westfield addressing the resi-
dents’ and borough council’s dis-
satisfaction with the ice rink.
“Garwood does not want to see
this rink for more than one year,”
Ms. Bianco said.

Cranford
A professional planner spoke to

the planning board on behalf of
Hartz Mountain Industries to pro-
vide his opinion on why rezoning
the 15-acre commercial prop-
erty at 750 Walnut Avenue to a
residential zone met the criteria
specified in the New Jersey stat-
utes. Hartz wants to develop the
site at 30 units per acre, and the
planner said that more recent
developments in Cranford, such
as Riverfront at Cranford Sta-
tion, Cranford Crossing and
Woodmont Station, all had, on
average, 39 units per acre. The
planning board disagreed with

OCTOBER
Cranford

A detailed presentation was
given at a board of education
meeting regarding the idea of
reorganizing the schools in
Cranford. In the re-imagining
plan, Superintendent Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., stated that full-day
kindergarten could be offered to
four district schools that could be
made into grade K-2 schools and
would include Bloomingdale Av-
enue School, Walnut Avenue
School, Brookside Place School,
which would no longer be a grade
K-5 school, and Livingston Av-
enue School, which would be
changed from a grade 3-5 school
to a K-2 school. Mr. Rubin said
one school for grades 3 to 5 could
then be offered for Cranford stu-
dents at the Orange Avenue
School, and an Upper Middle
School for grades 6 through 8
could be offered at Hillside Av-
enue School.

Garwood
Police Chief James Wright hon-

ored 14 Garwood officers and
emergency dispatchers with the
first “Valor Awards” since 2012.

The planning board approved
the redevelopment for 55 South
Avenue.

the comparison, noting that those
apartment buildings are located
in the downtown and are acces-
sible to the train station while the
Walnut Avenue site is a signifi-
cant distance from downtown and
the train station.

Traffic in and out of 750 Walnut
Avenue is projected to see 447
vehicles coming in and out of the
property during the peak morn-
ing hour of 7:30 a.m. to 8:30
a.m., said Hartz’s traffic engi-
neer at a planning board meet-
ing.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Courtesy of Bruce Paterson
GOING, GOING, GONE...Work crews begin the demolition of the former
Casale factory on South Avenue in Garwood to make room for a 297-unit
apartment complex.

September 13,  2018

NOVEMBER
Cranford

Union County College (UCC)
signed a land lease with Verizon
Wireless to erect a 130-foot
monopole on its Cranford cam-
pus. A group of Cranford resi-
dents expressed fears to the
Union County Freeholders that
the pole would decrease prop-
erty values.

Superintendent of Schools,
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., addressed
questions about the threat made
to Orange Avenue School on No-
vember 2 after Matthew Acosta,
33, of Kenilworth, a teacher at
Orange Avenue School, appeared

in state Superior Court to face
charges for allegedly making ter-
roristic threats against the school.

Tensions rose quickly at a board
of education meeting when the
discussion turned to the
Reimagining plan that has been
proposed by Superintendent
Rubin and the Cranford BOE.

In an attempt to negotiate the
township obligation for afford-
able housing with the Fair Share
Housing Center (FSHC), on No-
vember 20, the township’s af-
fordable-housing attorney, Jef-
frey Surenian and Associates,
filed a declaratory judgment ac-
tion on behalf of the township.

The township sought to extend
immunity from builder’s remedy
lawsuits past December 31, 2018
so that it could enter into a settle-
ment with FSHC concerning the
township’s obligation for afford-
able housing.

The township committee voted
unanimously to pass on second
reading an ordinance in con-
nection with the proposed
Verizon cellular tower on the
site of Union County College
(UCC). The ordinance amends
the Cranford code to allow the
township to have more say in

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus held their annual Colum-
bus Day Dinner honoring Police
Captain Douglas Stoffer as Po-
liceman of the Year, former Chief
Len Spina as Fireman of the Year
and Luciane Raibin as Emergency
Medical Technician of the Year.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D., said more than half of
Garwood’s students in grades 3
through 8 met or exceeded ex-
pectations in the PARCC (Part-
nership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers)
testing.

which sites are chosen.
Garwood

Democratic candidate Council-
woman Sara Todisco was elected
as the youngest mayor in
Garwood’s history and third fe-
male mayor in Garwood’s his-
tory. She  defeated Republican
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro.
Democrats Sean Benoit and
Michael Ince defeated Republi-
can Councilwoman Stephanie
Bianco and board of education
member Sal Piarulli in the race
for two council seats.

The planning board unani-
mously approved the South Av-
enue II site plan for 72 apart-
ments.

The borough council decided
not to move forward with pro-
posing a similar resolution or
following Jackson Township’s
resolution, which would declare
Garwood a non-sanctuary city.

Residents Oppose Developing
Wooded Area on Myrtle St.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Close to two dozen
residents who live near a prop-
erty on Myrtle Street owned by
the township slated for afford-
able housing came out to the
planning board meeting Decem-
ber 19 to voice their opposition
to developing vacant land. They
say this wooded area owned by
the township is a wetland.

Anthony La Ferrara, a resident
of Ludlow Avenue, said in 2008
when he went to retain building
permits for an addition to his
home, and inquired about pur-
chasing the vacant lot at Myrtle
and Hory Streets that the land
was considered wetlands and so
it could not be sold. He ques-
tioned the board that if the town-
ship decided to sell the land that
a certified letter should be sent
to land owners in the vicinity and
the land should be put up for a
public auction.

“Evidently something is going
on I don’t know about,” he said.
“What is going on?”

Mayor Thomas Hannen Jr. said
the master plan adopted 10 years
ago includes an area on Myrtle
Street designated for affordable
housing. Monarch Housing has
inquired about two lots to place
two group homes for adult men-
tally-disabled individuals. He said
the township is in current nego-
tiations with Monarch.

“How did they find out about
those lots?” Ms. La Ferrara asked.
He said they have been vacant
for at least 60 years and noted
the adoption of the master plan
was the same year he was de-
nied to purchase the lots be-
cause they are wetlands. He also
said the land contains wildlife
such as deer and acts as a buffer
to a nearby commercial area with
factories and office buildings.

Mr. Hannen said he would look

into where the wetlands are in
that area.

You have to give us the oppor-
tunity to buy those lots, Mr. La
Ferrara said.

“Will you be willing to put Af-
fordable Housing?” Mayor
Hannen asked.

“Why does it have to be afford-
able housing?”

“I want that opportunity to buy
those lands…and do nothing with
them,” Mr. La Ferrara said.

Mr. Hannen replied, “That won’t
satisfy our affordable-housing ob-
ligation.”

Hory Street resident Teresa
Pires-Romas said she and her
family can “hear the humming
and zooming off the Parkway. I
cannot imagine if there are no
trees there…”

“We like having the woods the
way they are. They are a buffer,”
she said.

“We are aware there are two,
single-family, four-bedroom
homes coming in. In the master
plan of 2009 it mentions a Myrtle
Street project…but in the ele-
ment of the fair housing pre-
sented last Thursday on page
505, we see a map explaining a
very large section abutting five
properties that is to be special
needs housing, and on the cor-
ner of Myrtle Street and Ludlow,
a mixed-use inclusionary project
and then adjoining to Mr. La
Ferrara’s [property] another
mixed-use inclusionary project.”

“Now if you eliminate the trees,
we’re not in an area that we
bought into,” Ms. Pires-Romas
said.

Mr. Hannen said landscaping
would be an “integral part” of a
development application, and
suggested evergreens.

She replied that there are al-
ready evergreens in addition to
the trees. The trees are taller

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Library to Resume
Literary Café

CRANFORD — The Literary Café,
the book chat group of the
Cranford Public Library, has
scheduled its first 2019 session
for Saturday, January 12, at
10:15 a.m. It will take place in
the library’s Raddin Room.

Participants bring a few favor-
ite books and tell the other mem-
bers of the group what they like
about them. The books can be
new or old, fiction or non-fiction,
classic or contemporary. Sessions
are one hour in length.

There is no required reading,
and participants will have the
opportunity to learn about books
recommended by other group
members. Refreshments will be
served, courtesy of the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Registration is not required.

Subsequent sessions will take
place on Saturdays, February 2
and March 2, also at 10:15 a.m.
The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue. To see what else
is coming up at the library, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.
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than any evergreen, she said.
She said the Parkway sits at a
higher elevation than the homes
and business, and said ever-
greens would not mask it.

Thomas Cash, a Ludlow Av-
enue resident, said he moved
form Brooklyn to this area of
Cranford because if the wildlife
and “rural” feel of the neighbor-
hood. “We want to have that tree
line,” he said, saying his value of
his home will decrease.

“There is a need for affordable
housing…but why force it into a
smaller thinner area that doesn’t
make sense for the greater com-
munity,” Mr. Cash said, suggest-
ing the re-use of already vacant
homes for this purpose.

Diane Oliveira of Hory Street
said she has concerns with drain-
age since there a storm drain
does not exist, so when it rains
the area floods.

Jessy Manchery who lives on
the corner of Hory Street and

Ludlow Avenue for about 30 years
said her yard and driveway floods,
and the basement is pumping
water. “If you take away wet-
land, I don’t know where that
water will go, maybe I will live in
a lake,” Ms. Manchery said.

She has asked the township to
add underground drainage form
the wetland through her prop-
erty, but the township has ig-
nored her request. She said now
in the winter months there is ice
all around her house.

Rosanna Brien who moved here
from the Bronx five years ago
said, “all these changes…it is re-
ally concerning.”

Monarch Housing has not yet
filed an application with the plan-
ning board, Ms. Dooley said.

Mr. La Ferrara asked if anyone
on the planning board going back
to 2008 works for Monarch. Mr.
La Ferrara said, “Something is
going on behind our backs and
that is not fair. That is not

America.”
“I would hate to lose more green

space…I’m sure it’s something
you are tired of hearing from the
residents,” Ms. Pires-Ramos said.

Another resident, Sandra Pinto
of Hory Street, who has lived
there about five years, said the
trees help with reducing noise
from the Garden State Parkway
and said if the development of
the Myrtle Avenue properties oc-
cur she may consider moving.
“This isn’t just about me this is
for my children, maybe if this
does happen…it may be a reason
to consider leaving this town.”

CF Residents Oppose Wooded Area Development

SHARED JOURNEY...Patti Williams, R.N., left, and Dr. Virginia Waters,
Ph.D., will once again lead the seminar “Journey to Wholeness — Healing the
Grieving Heart” on Sunday evenings beginning January 13 at the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford.

CRANFORD — The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue,
will hold its eight-week seminar
entitled “Journey to Wholeness
— Healing the Grieving Heart” on
Sunday evenings from January
13 to March 3.

Patti Williams, R.N., who also is
a certified pastoral bereavement
counselor, and Dr. Virginia Wa-
ters, Ph.D., a psychologist, will
lead the sessions from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at the church. This
location is handicapped accessible.

Mrs. Williams and Dr. Waters
have offered this seminar for
more than 18 years, and have
helped 2,800 people experience
healing, find a new purpose for
their lives and feel joy once again.
“This is an experience like no
other,” stated Mrs. Williams.

The sessions include learning
about the stages of grief, under-
standing the tasks of the griev-
ing process, coping strategies,
dealing with loneliness, building
a support system and more.

The seminar is dedicated to
Mrs. Williams’ late husband, the
Reverend Dr. Bruce D. Williams,
who had a vision for this program
to help others deal with their
pain during their time of loss.

One participant stated, “I have
learned more along this heartbreak-
ing journey than I ever thought
possible. I have learned that you
will never ever forget your love and
that you are changed forever, but
you need to give yourself permis-
sion to heal. I have learned that I
can revisit the past, but I cannot
live in it, because it undermines my
present and all that I have is just
today. I have learned that love
never dies and my love is with me
always because he sends me signs
to tell me so. These are my great-
est treasures.”

Both the leaders and all the facili-
tators have experienced loss and
share from the inside out. “It does
not matter if the loss is divorce,
death or job loss; loss is loss, it
must be grieved. It does not mat-
ter how long ago you experienced
loss,” said Mrs. Williams. All faiths
are welcome. To register for this
event, call Mrs. Williams at (908)
709-1341. No fee is charged, al-
though registration is required.

To learn more about this and
other programs at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, visit
the church website at
firstprescranford.org/.

Seminar Series to Begin
On Grief and Healing

Garwood Public Library
Slates January Events

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced ac-
tivities scheduled for the second
half of January.

Adult Craft will be featured on
Tuesday, January 15, at 6 p.m.
Attendees will make a craft to
bring home. Participation is lim-
ited to 10 and registration is
required.

Toddler Story Time, for new-
borns to age 4, will be offered on
Wednesdays, at 10:30 a.m., be-
ginning January 9. No registra-
tion is required. The program
includes stories, songs, bubbles
and more. The Pipsqueak Play-
ers will visit Story Time on Janu-
ary 16.

Kid’s Craft also will take place
on January 16, at 3 p.m. Children

in second grade and up will make
a fun craft. Participation is lim-
ited to 20 and registration is
required.

Aging Services Kiosk will be
available on Thursday, January
17, from 10 a.m. to noon. Union
County Division on Aging staff
will be on hand to assist seniors,
age 60 and older, or their
caregivers with information on
services such as meal delivery,
respite care, adult day care and
support services for caregivers.

Explore It, which offers after-
school STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) fun for kids in third grade and
older, will be held on Tuesdays at
3 p.m., starting January 22, in

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Cranford: 08/06/18
 Grunwald Properties LLC. to

Vasilis and Eliana Charilaou, 133
Mohawk Drive, $815,000.

Ioannis and Arlene Alexiou to
John Goncalves, 57 Wall Street,
$480,000.

Union County Sheriff to 9 Gar-
den Place LLC., 9 Garden Place,
305,000.

Yesid and Maria Romero to Serv
Properties and Management LLC.,
4 Edward Place, $415,000.

John and Toni Ahrens to
Jonathan Renelle and M.
Chapnick, 202 Hillside Avenue,
$636,000.

Frank Stella to Hosam Morsy,
314 Lincoln Avenue East,
$467,500.

Wells Fargo Bank N. A. to Fal-
con Realty Group LLC., 8 Con-
necticut Street, $402,000.

Nicholas Cubeiro to Zachary D.
and Lindsey S. Wendroff, 17 Keith
Jefferies Avenue, $490,000.

John L. and Irma J. Ryerson to
Toto Properties 13 West End LLC.,
215 Retford Avenue, $377,500.

Evandelos and Fotoulaf
Anastasopoulos to Richard Wolff
and Danielle Palladino, 3 Burnside
Avenue, $560,000.

Michael T. Smith to Ruth Villa,
205 Burnside Avenue, $640,000.

Krymic Enterprises INC. to
Adam C. and Jordana Biancosino,
128 Lexington Avenue,
$650,000.

123 Roosevelt Avebnue LLC. to
Roger W. Pryor, 123 Roosevelt
Avenue, $580,000.

William T. and Joy Z. Kelly to
Thomas Young, 84 Burnside Av-
enue, $389,900.

Robert C. and Denise D. White
to Heather D. Moretti, 5 Carpen-
ter Place, $280,000.

Jonathan Renelle to Jennifer
Klein, 25B Parkway Village,
$267,500.

David P. and Joan G. Weeks to
Ian Whitehead and Gwendolyn
Mahon, 120 Cranford Avenue,

$895,000.
Danielle McLeer to William F.

Thilly and Diana S. Sen, 22
Bloomingdale Avenue, $465,000.

Stephanie Coleman to Janice
Gabello, 18 Springfield Avenue
Apt 5C, $260,000.

Joseph G. Haney to John and
Regina Kuscsma, 2 Davis Street,
$417,000.

218 Oak Lane LLC. to Filippo M.
and Kimberly A. Nofi, 218 Oak
Lane, $490,000.

Jones Living Trust to Cindy and
Jean P. Hernandez, 107 Orange
Avenue, $479,000.

James F. and Nancy L. Kutzer
to James and Mary Rochowiak, 5
Hampton Street, $860,000.

Michael A. and Alison H. Beshar
to Andrew D. and Karen A. Smith,
35 Central Avenue, $799,000.

Patricia F. Hernandez to
Rebecca and Anatole Wedmid,
200 Hampton Street,
$1,100,000.

Guy and Duviedre Rakoski to
Casey Kennedy and Ben Del
Mauro, 107 Beech Street,
$536,000.

Township of Cranford to
Birchwood Developers Urban Re-
newal, 235 Birchwood Avenue,
$18,500,000.

Cranford: 09/07/18
Patricia Balar and Elaine Doria

to Frank and Alice Santos, 14
Cayuga Road, $346,500.

Linda D’Amico to Big House
Red LLC., 19 Mac Arthur Avenue,
$290,000.

Lucia T. Schneck to Chelsea A.
Nigro and Angela D. Anker, 345
Centennial Avenue, $290,000.

Kathleen Oerfradi to Andrew T.
and Monica Jurkiewicz, 46
Mendell Avenue, $410,000.

Gale and Thomas Raffiels to
Lawrence and Mary Sassi, 450
Lincoln Avenue East, $500,000.

Christian Kreita to Ashley M.
Hussey, 112 lincoln Park East,
$220,000.

Mary R. Stolte to 4 Pine Street
LLC., 4 Pine Street, $420,000.

Michael and Valerie R. Krebs to
Lauren Banks, $585,000.

Jane M. Crane to Jeffrey P. and
Jill L. Sohler, 32 Denman Road,
$575,000.

Clifford W. Dobbins and Janet
D. Barton to Marco Medina, 2A &
2B Washington Place, $480,000.

U S Bank National Association
Tr to Samuel Rodriguez, 12
Roosevelt Avenue, $400,400.

Christopher and Maria Cardone
to Christopher and Concetta
Drew, 12A Parkway Village,
$252,500.

Patrick and Colleen Kempf to
Kevin Carney, 9B Parkway Vil-
lage, $242,000.

Allison S. Wheatley to Richard
D. Freschi and Ellen McHenry,
217 Prospect Avenue Apt 10-1A,
$510,000.

Cranford Towers Associates INC
to Veronica Ward, $70,000.

Jose Torres and Norma M.
Nunez to Patrick Kempf and Tara
McGuigan, 198 Arbor Street,
$492,000.

211 Miln Street Associates LLC.
to James Salerno, 211 Miln
Street, $592,500.

Joaquim and Maria Gregorio to
Michael and Talita Costello, 2216
Holly Street, $629,000.

David Coughlin and Cristina
Popola to Matthew D. Wasserman
and Jessica Jia, 122 Eastman
Street, $800,000.

Andrew D. and Karen A. Smith
to Scott and Janet Scarborough,
36 Beech Street, $575,000.

Marcos Canihuante and Erika
Teran to Marguerite and Ceyhun
Sahinkaya, 598 Brookside Place,
$495,000.

Patricia E. and Williams A.
Orellana, 609 Orchard Street,
$635,000.

Daria Ewanik to Loft Homes
LLC., 1109 Springfield Avenue,
$410,000.

Andrew Daniello and Raquel
Dinicolas to Douglas Oberhamer
and Christine Riley, 24 Shawnee
Road, $840,000.

Probitas Verus Honos

the Lincoln School Art Room.
Registration is required and lim-
ited to 16.

“The Joys of Backyard Bird
Feeding” will be presented on
Wednesday, January 23, at 7
p.m. A representative from Wild
Birds Unlimited in Scotch Plains
will explain how to use bird feed-
ers, food, water and shelter to
attract native birds. He also will
cover how to discourage nui-
sance animals and how to make
one’s property bird friendly.

Lego will be available on two
Thursdays, January 10 and 24,
at 3 p.m. Children ages 4 through
12 are invited to build whatever

comes to mind. Some Lego cre-
ations will be displayed in the
library showcase. Registration is
required and limited to 15.

The Monday Afternoon Book
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on Janu-
ary 28 to discuss “The Tuscan
Child” by Rhys Bowen. No regis-
tration is required.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. It
will be closed on Monday, Janu-
ary 21, for Martin Luther King
Day. For more information and
to register for programs, call
(908) 789-1670. Further infor-
mation also is available at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals January Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club will welcome the
new year with several meetings
this month.

The club’s Public Affairs De-
partment will meet on Tuesday,
January 8, at 1 p.m., at the home
of Dot Conheeney. Traffic re-
porter and Cranford resident
Bernie Wagenblast will be the
guest speaker. Mr. Wagenblast
has been actively involved in the
field of transportation communi-
cation for many years. He has
worked for many government
agencies such as the Port Au-
thority of New York to improve
and coordinate all aspects of
transportation communication.
Mr. Wagenblast will discuss the
many issues surrounding public
transportation that impact local
communities. Interested persons
are asked to call Ms. Conheeney
if they plan to attend.

The Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment will meet on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 15, at 10 a.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. Participants

will watch the film The World’s
Greatest Paintings. The meeting
was arranged by Joan Davis and
also will offer attendees an op-
portunity for discussion. The
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue. Those inter-
ested are asked to contact Ms.
Davis if planning to attend.

On Monday, January 28, the
Literature Department will meet
at 1 p.m. at the home of Sue
Driscoll. Ms. Driscoll will lead
participants in a discussion of
“The Reminders” by Val Emmich.
Interested persons are asked to
call Ms. Driscoll if they plan to
attend.

The club is collecting non-per-
ishable food items as food bank
donations at its meetings.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, con-
tact Co-Vice Presidents Carol
Moran at (908) 233-5635 or by
e-mail at caromm@comcast.net
or Sandi Jacobs at (908) 317-
5256 or by e-mail at
sandij301@gmail.com.

Garwood Library Slates Events
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — After reading “My
Deserted Island,” (for sale on
Amazon, ISBN-13: 978-
0692190746; ISBN-10:
0692190740) Victor Huwang’s
true account of escaping commu-
nism in Saigon, I was struck with
a sense of wonder. Seen through
the eyes of a pre-teen Victor
Huwang, he deftly writes about
an escape by boat in the South
China Sea with his parents and a
host of strangers, surging through
tumultuous weather and facing
seasickness, motor failure, and
even pirates. Twice, Mr. Huwang
and his fellow cast and crew faced
these money-grubbing beasts,
who, like a wild wind, swept
through their boat, and picked
clean each and every person of
their most prized treasures, in-
cluding the copper buttons on Mr.
Huwang’s Levi jacket, a jacket
Mr. Huwang describes in the book
as his companion in a place full of
uneasiness and unknowns.

When the boat touches land on
a remote uninhabited island, it’s
like the dawn of a new day. Mr.
Huwang and the survivors set up
camp, building tents and fishing
rods, and creating a whole new
community in this temperate new
land. The ship’s captain leads the
way, likened to an angel who
teaches everyone survival skills,
from fishing, to swimming, and
cooking and building. They spend
two years living on the beach
before finding their way to their
next new home.

But it’s here on this island Mr.
Huwang has written much about,
telling of the child-like wonder of
the freedoms he and his new
friends have found trekking
through the island in search of
fresh water, hunting for food,

swimming deep in the sea spear-
ing fish, learning from their cap-
tain. It makes one ponder if this
island is where maybe true hap-
piness could be found.

Before he and his family set sail
for a new beginning, Mr. Huwang
also tells with such tenderness
about his family, about the chang-
ing landscape and governmental
rule of his hometown, about how
his grandparents and mother
outwitted the soldiers and were
able to save enough gold (their

own hidden treasure) to pay their
way out of post-war Vietnam.

Today, Mr. Huwang works in
finance in a gold fund group for
an asset management company,
and has raised his family in
Cranford, moving to the town-
ship in 2007. Mr. Huwang takes
some time to answer some ques-
tions.

Leader: Do you keep in touch
with anyone other than your fam-
ily who you lived with on the
island?

Mr. Huwang: Yes, my parents
still keep in touch with the
Captain’s family living in Texas
and one other family living in
Canada. Most of the other fami-
lies that lived with us on the
island went their separate ways
when we were at the refugee
camp in Singapore.

Leader: How did you cope with
the change in lifestyle once on
the island, and then later once
you arrived in the U.S.?

Mr. Huwang: In order to sur-
vive, everyone had to work to-
gether. Fortunately, the weather
and the environment on the is-
land were not harsh. The island
was pretty self-sufficient in terms
of water and food. We had many
natural resources, such as sun-
shine, good soil, wood, and sea-
food (fishes, octopus, clams, oys-
ters, etc.). What I can say is this:
“Great human beings always
adapt to their environments.”

Lifestyle in the U.S. was more
defined and restricted. The wild
and adventurous island life
seemed like a memory in a dis-
tant past.

Leader: Have you sworn off
travelling by boat after that tur-
bulent escape?

Mr. Huwang: I’ve been in the
U.S. since 1980 and I have not
taken a boat trip. Regardless of
how big the boat is, I can just
imagine that I will feel seasick,
immobile, and helpless. Those
three days that we spent on the
wooden escape boat in South
China Sea have a lifetime effect
on me.

Leader: At first what crossed
your mind as a young boy when
pirates arrived?

Mr. Huwang: I’ve never heard
of pirates until a face-to-face
encounter with them at sea. They
acted like barbarians who wanted

to kill you if you didn’t give them
what they want. They held a big
knife in front of you to scare you
to death.

Leader: How has this experi-
ence affected you in your adult
life?

Mr. Huwang: This experience
definitely made me feel more
mature than my actual age. I
also feel that I can survive in any
environment, whether it’s in a
big city like Saigon or a wild place
in the jungle. With this experi-
ence, I tend to appreciate a sim-
pler life and enjoy more outdoor
and nature activities. I like to
explore new destinations and go
to places that I’ve never seen
before. In addition, I believe that
one is in control of his or her own
destiny. Don’t rely on the gov-
ernment or anyone to help you
because you’ll be disappointed in
the end. As the saying goes, “If
you work hard and be persistent,
you will be rewarded.”

Leader: Have you used any of
the skills you learned while living
on the island in your life in
America?

Mr. Huwang: The only “skill”
that I still use today is that I still
swim without goggles, whether
I’m in the pool or at the beach. I
am used to opening my eyes
underwater without any goggles
when I was living on the island.
Old habits are hard to change.

Leader: Did you ever go out
and buy a new Levi jacket?

Mr. Huwang: No. I don’t want
to be reminded of the buttons
being chopped off by a machete.
But if I were to get a Levi jacket,
I would make sure the buttons
are indeed made of 24K gold to
remind myself of how silly those
pirates were when they robbed
me of my copper buttons.

Leader: Do you have any item

left from your time in Vietnam
and/or from the island?

Mr. Huwang: Yes, I still have
one item left from Vietnam and
the island. This is an 800 ml
stainless steel cup that was made
in Japan. I still use it daily to hold
water for brushing my teeth. This
cup is priceless to me and a
constant reminder of what we
went through together. It is a
small token that symbolizes the
will to survive and the value of
family that is still vitally impor-
tant to me today.

Library Friends Plan
Used Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the community to visit their used
book sale in the Cranford Public
Library’s Friendly Book Cellar.

The book sale will take place on
Wednesday, January 9, from 4 to
8:30 p.m.; Thursday, January
10, 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Friday,
January 11, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, January 12, 10
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Items for sale will include more
than 10,000 adult and children’s
books, as well as CDs, DVDs and
recorded books. Prices range
from 25 cents to $2, except for a
few specially-marked items. Sat-
urday is Bag Day, when shoppers
will be able to fill a bag with
books for just $8.

The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue.
Entrance to the sale is through
the side door, just off the main
parking lot. The sale is wheel-
chair accessible. Proceeds will
benefit the library. For more in-
formation about the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library, go to
cranfordlibrary.org and click on
Friends of the Library.

Victor Huwang’s ‘My Deserted Island’
Is a True Tale of Escape from Communism


