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people who were the anti-bullying
specialists, like guidance counse-
lors and social workers, “to go
back to what we hired them to do.”

Furthermore, Ms. Burfeindt
commented that Ms. Colucci is
“creating a common mission” for
all of the schools in the district in
regards to student wellness.

A student app called STOPit,
that allows anonymous report-
ing for grades 4 through 12, and
promotes the idea of “See some-
thing, say something,” was in-
troduced this year.

The district also is offering a
program called Parent Academy,
that includes monthly workshops
beginning this month. Topics in-

clude bullying prevention, char-
acter education, suicide aware-
ness and prevention, anxiety and
stress and digital citizenship.

Cranford has been awarded a
grant through the New Jersey
Department of Education
(NJDOE)/Rutgers grant program
to help build a positive school
climate district-wide. This three-
year program is called the School
Climate Transformation Project
and Ms. Colucci is the facilitator.
Through the program, a climate
survey will be conducted and
analyzed in order to identify ar-
eas that need improvement to
create an action plan.

Leadership teams have been

formed at both Hillside Avenue
School and Orange Avenue
School to address the academic,
social and emotional life of stu-
dents. The district also has made
several safety upgrades and en-
hancements for the 2018-2019
school year. Safety vestibules
with a double-door entry system
will be installed at each of the
schools, along with security cam-
eras and perimeter door alarms.
Additionally, new visitor entry
protocols currently are being
enforced district-wide.

In other board business, the
Report on Harassment, Intimi-
dation and Bullying, acquired
through a district-wide self as-
sessment and required by the
New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation, was discussed. According
to the bi-annual report, there
were 25 HIB reports filed in the
district, none of which was found
“substantiated.”

“Our numbers have dropped
drastically from last year,” Ms.
Burfeindt told the board. Last
year there were over 100 HIB
reportings.

Several hires were approved
by the board, including Dennis
McCaffery as head varsity base-
ball coach, Christine Pemoulie as
head varsity softball coach and
Michael Dow as head varsity boys
track coach. John Schiano was
approved as the head varsity
girls track coach, Robert
Caparruva as the head varsity
tennis coach, William Ray as the
head varsity golf coach,
Samantha Berk as the head var-
sity girls lacrosse coach and Albert
Reinoso as the head varsity boys
lacrosse coach.

were fully operable and collect-
ing income, he explained.

After the South Avenue prop-
erty is redeveloped, the
property’s assessment will be
changed to account for the addi-
tional income and the intrinsi-
cally higher re-sell value. Com-
mercial properties which have
been devalued since they were
redeveloped before the last tax
assessment over 30 years ago
will be reassessed appropriately,
Mr. Rubenstein explained.

Realty Appraisal oversaw
Westfield’s reevaluation which
was just concluded, stated Mr.
Rubenstein. Over 10,000 homes
in Westfield were reviewed in-
cluding both exterior and interior
inspections, stated Mr.
Rubenstein.

Any residents who have ques-
tions can contact the company
directly, accessing information
through the borough’s website,
or contact borough hall, stated
Mr. Rubenstein.

Car Stop Leads to Handgun
Arrest In Cranford

Pietrucha then discovered a
loaded 9 mm handgun with hol-
low-point ammunition.

Mcleod was subsequently
charged with unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon, possession of
hollow-point bullets, possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was processed and
remanded to the Union County
jail pending a detention hearing.

“This arrest marks the second
gun arrest from a motor vehicle
stop we’ve had in the past eight
days,” Police Chief Ryan Greco
stated.

Chief Greco went on to praise
Det. Pietrucha’s efforts and reit-
erated, “This is just another ex-
ample of the everyday dangers
our officers are exposed to.”

BOE Discusses Student Wellness, HIB Prevention

CRANFORD — The Cranford Po-
lice Department seized marijuana,
money and a loaded 9 mm hand-
gun during the course of a motor
vehicle stop on Springfield Avenue
last Friday, according to a press
release issued by the department.

According to police, Detective
William Pietrucha was conduct-
ing traffic enforcement when he
noticed a 2017 Mazda being
driven carelessly on Springfield
Avenue near North Union Av-
enue around 1:09 p.m. Det.
Pietrucha conducted a motor
vehicle stop and, after an inves-
tigation on scene, arrested the
driver, Shawn Mcleod, 23, of
Irvington, for suspected mari-
juana and a large sum of cash
found in his possession. During a
search of the vehicle, Det.

Garwood Library Highlights
Events For Early March

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has revealed its
calendar of events for the first
half of March, along with ongoing
activities.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Participants learn how to knit or
show others how it is done while
enjoying fun conversation.
Needles and yarn are provided to
newcomers.

Kid’s Chess, an informal chess
game for children of all ages, is
held on Mondays at 3 p.m. No
registration is required but ses-
sions are limited to 12 players.
This is a non-instructional pro-
gram with six boards provided.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days, at 3 p.m., in the Lincoln
School Art Room. This program
provides after-school STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) fun for kids in

fourth grade and older. Registra-
tion is required and limited to 16
participants.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet March 7, at 7 p.m., for
a lively discussion of the month’s
book. No registration is required.
Interested persons are advised
to check with the library for its
latest book selection by calling
(908) 789-1670.

Adult Craft will be featured on
Tuesday, March 12, at 6 p.m.
Attendees will be able to make a
craft to bring home. Participa-
tion is limited to 10 and registra-
tion is required.

Toddler Story Time, for infants
through age 4, is offered on
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is required. This pro-
gram includes stories, songs,
bubbles and more. The Pipsqueak
Players will visit Storytime on
March 13.
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