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Freeholders OK $325K
Study for Det. Ctr. Property

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday ap-
proved a $325,000 memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for the Union
County Improvement Authority (UCIA)
to solicit proposals from companies for
both the lease and sale of the county’s
juvenile detention center in Linden.
The board approved an agreement with
Essex County last year to send Union
County detainees to Essex’s juvenile
detention center in Newark.

County officials announced the shut-
tering of the facility last September. The
county anticipates that shutting the facil-
ity will result in a $24.6-million savings
to the county in the first three years. The
Linden detention center opened in April
2008 as a “one-story, 70,000-square-
foot masonry and steel building” hous-
ing “up to 80 residents,” according to a
2008 county press release.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said he
thinks the closing has been “handled in
an efficient and thorough manner...with
the least amount of disruption to our
employees.”

Noting that, “it’s a tough situation
any time you have to lay people off,”
Mr. Hudak said the county has been
working with other counties to find
jobs for those employees impacted by
the shuttered facility. In a September
2018 press release, the county said 56
juvenile detention officers, 12 senior
juvenile detention officers, seven su-
pervisors and seven civilian employees
were employed at the detention center.

At last September’s freeholder meet-
ing, Ron Charles, director of Union
County correctional services, said the
county opted to close the facility in
response to a “steady decline (of housed
offenders)...over the last six years” from
an average daily population of 43 resi-
dents in 2012 to 10 in 2017. The facility
had 76 beds when it opened.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the UCIA is the title holder of the
property. He said the UCIA will con-
duct a tax analysis of the outstanding
bonds on the facility as well as prepara-
tion of requests for proposals (RFPs)
for approval by the county. Mr. Barry
said a review committee will be created
to analyze responses to the RFPs.

“The issue will be to determine the
best approach to this, whether it will be
a sale of the facility or lease of the
facility,” Mr. Barry said.

Mr. Barry said the process will be
similar to what the county did for
Runnells Specialized Hospital, which
was sold for $26 million in December
of 2014.

Mr. Hudak said, based on its work on
the sale of Runnells, the UCIA “has
demonstrated an expertise on these types
of projects of transitioning these gov-
ernment-owned facilities to another sort
of usage.”

The board approved the MOU by a
unanimous 9-to-0 vote.

During public comments, Garwood
Mayor Sara Todisco thanked Freehold-
ers Sergio Granados and Rebecca Wil-
liams for attending the borough’s first
Dr. Martin Luther King Day of Service
in January.

“It was a really special day in
Garwood,” she said, adding that more
than 100 people participated in the
event.

She also said she looks forward to
her community being able to apply
again for the county’s infrastructure
grant. “I know Garwood is very, very
eager to put that forward to you,” she
stated.

Barbara Krause of Cranford ad-
dressed the cell tower proposed for the
Cranford campus of Union County
College.

“Have all the alternatives been ex-
hausted for the locations with less di-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING MEGHAN CRILLY...Members of the Mountainside community take part in a candlelight vigil Saturday
night at Deerfield Elementary School in memory of teacher Meghan Crilly. Ms. Crilly died from injuries she sustained when
she was struck by a vehicle last month while crossing a street in Linden.

Courtesy of Mountainside Restoration Committee
DOWNTOWN ABBEY STYLE...Mountainside Restoration Committee mem-
bers and guests were very excited to show their  fashions and charisma at this past
Friday’s Downton Abbey-style cocktail party.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

RVSA Assessment for WF
To Rise Almost 8 Percent

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) annual
reorganization meeting was held last
Thursday. Two reappointed commis-
sioners were sworn in, and new board
officers were elected. RVSA also ap-
proved the 2019 budget.

The budget reflects revenues of
$27,184,500 and appropriations of
$27,532,500. The differential is
planned usage of $348,000 of prior
revenues. Capital appropriations are
$1.65 million.

Assessments for the 11 municipali-
ties of the RVSA rose by 4.9 percent,
from $25,060,000 to $26,290,500.
Because individual municipal assess-
ments are based on a five-year rolling
average, there is significant deviation
from town to town in the percentage
change in their assessments, RVSA of-
ficials said.

Westfield’s assessment rose 7.91
percent, or $248,297, to $4,068,672.
Scotch Plains’ assessment increased
5.67 percent, or $81,091, ending up at
$1,511,843. Mountainside ticked up
5.41 percent, or $50,155, to $978,076.
Garwood’s share grew 7.42 percent, or

$51,805, to $749,523. Cranford’s as-
sessment rose 10.81 percent, or
$180,636, ending up at $1,852,138.
Clark’s share grew 7.59 percent, or
$151,489, to $2,148,595.

Springfield saw a 1.84-percent in-
crease, or $47,803, to $2,646,409.
Kenilworth gets hit with a 15.85 per-
cent rise of $144,055, to $1,052,977.
Roselle Park sees an 11.47 percent
decrease, or $45,515, dropping to
$351,423. Rahway also sees a drop,
down 3.22 percent, or $132,706, to
$3,991,702. Woodbridge, the largest
user, sees a 6.17 percent rise, or
$403,440, so their assessment totals
out at $6,939,142.

Jim Meehan, RVSA executive direc-
tor, said the main drivers of the budget
are: debt service, $360,000; capital re-
placement funding, $250,000; operat-
ing reserve fund, $40,000; residual and
biosolids disposal, $100,000; mainte-
nance/energy maintenance, $175,000;
salaries and wages, $225,000, and New
Jersey Retirement Fund assessment,
$65,000.

“Debt service has increased due to
the numerous upgrades throughout the
facility,” Mr. Meehan told The

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
MR. CHAIRMAN...Louis Lambe, pictured, second from left, Cranford's Com-
missioner, takes the oath as chairman of Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
(RVSA) Board of Commissioners last Thursday while his wife, Beth, and Cranford
Township Commissioner Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. hold the Bible. Swearing in Mr.
Lambe is RVSA Board Secretary Joanne Grimes, pictured, left.

Courtesy Westfield Public Schools
ON BOARD...At Tuesday’s board meeting, the Westfield Board of Education
appointed Robert Garrison and Brian Morrissey, pictured, left to right, to fill two
vacant seats through December 2019.

Garrison, Morrissey Named to
Fill Vacancies on Westfield BOE

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A familiar face
returned to the board of education at
this week’s meeting. Robert Garri-
son, who was narrowly defeated in
November’s election after serving a
single three-year term, was chosen by
the board of education to fill one of
two vacant seats on the board.

The two vacancies were created by
the resignations of Charles Ostroff
and Lynn Benner. The board inter-
viewed 16 applicants to fill the va-
cancies and Mr. Garrison was chosen
to replace Mr. Ostroff.

Brian Morrissey, a long-time inter-
nal audit leader, was chosen to re-

place Ms. Benner.
Mr. Morrissey has experience

working with commercial and inter-
national banks, trust companies and
other financial institutions in leading
and executing internal controls and
regulatory compliance reviews.

Mr. Garrison has more than two
decades of public administration ex-
perience on the federal, state and lo-
cal levels, and experience in a wide
variety of areas including labor rela-
tions, public finance and budgeting,
and workforce development.

Both men will be required to run in
the November school election if they
wish to continue to serve on the board.
The election for a one-year term for

the remainder of Ms. Benner’s seat
and a two-year term for Mr. Ostroff’s
seat will take place on Tuesday, No-
vember 5, 2019.

In other business, a Westfield em-
ployee who has helped save the town
a significant amount of money since
she joined the board of education is to
receive a prestigious service award.

Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan, who helps manage
Westfield’s $106-million education
budget, is one of just four people in
New Jersey to receive a 2019 Distin-
guished Service Award from the New
Jersey Association of School Busi-
ness Officials (NJASBO).

The NJASBO is professional asso-
ciation that promotes the highest stan-
dards of ethics and efficiency.

Since Ms. Sullivan took up her
position in 2012, solar panels have
been installed on five of the district’s
schools and are now saving the town
$100,000 a year in energy costs.

In addition, the district’s auditors
highlighted the move to self-insur-
ance for district employees that has
saved a significant amount of money.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan, Ed.D., said, “I am pleased,
but not at all surprised, that Mrs.
Sullivan has received this prestigious
recognition.

“Her fiscal stewardship, sage ad-
vice and steady hand have been at the
forefront of many of the district’s
most successful initiatives,” Ms.
Dolan said.

A budget presentation by Ms.
Sullivan at Tuesday’s board of educa-
tion meeting said the board would
probably hear by Monday, March 8,
how much state aid the district would
be receiving next year.

She had heard informally that this
could be more than the $3.8 million
the district received in 2018, but the
budget had been planned around the
current figure.

Westfield Fire Dept. Contract
Settled Through 2021

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Fire Depart-
ment has negotiated its contract with
the town and salaries will be retroactive
to March 2018. The town passed a
resolution Tuesday to authorize the
collective bargaining agreement with
the FMBA Local No. 30 bargaining
unit for the years 2018 through 2021.

Salaries will increase about 2 percent
per year. Probationary firefighters would
earn $41,052, with the highest ranking,
or grade 2, battalion chief with an EMT
status earning $137,166 by 2021. Lieu-

tenants with an EMT status would earn
between $116,668 and $126,445 by
2021. The maximum a firefighter could
earn, with an EMT status, is $110,521
by 2021; firefighters have nine grade
levels in the salary step progression
before reaching the maximum earn-
ings. The resolution also noted that
effective January 1, 2020, the title of
lieutenant will be changed to captain
per the agreement.

PSE&G is to begin a pole replace-
ment that will replace poles in parts of
the town, starting on Scotch Plains Av-
enue, to allow for a higher voltage
system that will connect substations
within a specific region, thereby pro-
viding a safer and more reliable service
to customers. Letters will go out to
residents from PSE&G notifying them
of the work. Also, trees that are in the
way of the electrical lines will either be
trimmed or removed. If removed,
PSE&G will replace the trees with trees
that are “friendlier” to electrical lines.
As estimated, PSE&G said there will
be 45 removals and 38 trimmed pri-
vately owned trees, and there will be
nine removals, and five trimmed of
municipal owned trees.

Mike Coyle and Jay Kaplan, repre-
sentatives of PSE&G, also said PSE&G
is to build a new substation on the border

of Westfield and Cranford. PSE&G is in
current negotiations with the property
owner of 750 Walnut Avenue in Cran-
ford to buy land there for a substation.
PSE&G hopes to have the substation
construction started by this summer, Mr.
Coyle told The Westfield Leader.

Representatives of the town have
met with the franchise owner of the 7-
Eleven on Central Avenue, Council-
woman Dawn Mackey said. The town
had notified the owner of additional
security measures it would like the
owner to take. Ms. Mackey also said
the area residents would like to see the
7-Eleven not operate overnight. She
said the town council hopes that 7-
Eleven will be “good neighbors.” In
terms of security, should 7-Eleven not
make the required security adjustments,
“We are prepared to take whatever
measures is in our purview,” Ms.
Mackey said.

The town council also approved an
ordinance that would amend the hours
of retail of alcoholic beverages and
another hearing on this ordinance will
be held at the next meeting. The ordi-
nance will reflect the state criteria that
says packaged goods cannot be bought
after 10 p.m.

An ordinance to amend the code
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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WESTFIELD
REVALUATION

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
It’s the first time in more than three decades that Westfield residents 
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing 
question on the minds of many Westfield homeowners... Will I be 
overpaying my taxes when the Westfield Revaluation Process is done?

You can find valuable information and videos about the 
revaluation and appeal processes at WestfieldRevaluation.com.

rect negative impact for Cranford
homeowners in one of Cranford’s most
desirable areas?” Mrs. Krause asked.
“No one expects such an ugly intrusion
into a beautiful residential neighbor-
hood. Why we have to tolerate this is
the question.”

She asked the board to “use all
areas at your disposal to eliminate a
130-foot cell tower in a beautiful
Union County area.”

During Freeholder comments, Free-
holder Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of
Westfield announced a free lecture
on the life of Virginia Apgar, an anes-
thesiologist at New York-Presbyte-
rian Hospital, who founded the Apgar
score for newly-born babies in 1952.
The lecture will be held on Wednes-
day, March 27, at 7 p.m., at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Corrections
In a front-page story in last week’s

issue of The Westfield Leader on the
proposed Reimagining plan for the
Cranford Public Schools, Cristine
Grace’s name was misspelled. Also,
the article should have reported that
Christine Bradley, and not Cristine
Grace, expressed concern over the
district moving ahead with full-day
kindergarten prematurely. The quotes
below that paragraph, “Are we shoot-
ing ourselves in the foot?” and
“Where is the educational proof?”
were said by Ms. Bradley. We apolo-
gize for the errors.

A front-page story on coverage of
last week’s Cranford Township Com-
mittee meeting should have reported
that resident Barry O’Donovan,
owner of The Kilkenny House, said
proposed state legislation would al-
low establishments applying for a
liquor license that have a hot plate, to
be no less than 800 square feet to
obtain a liquor license. Current law
requires the kitchen alone to be 500
square feet in size.

Westfield Leader.
In other business, the Authority’s law-

suit against the state’s 2-percent cap on
authority charges has passed the brief-
ing stage. The Authority is awaiting
word from the judge. Comments also
were submitted to the New Jersey De-
partment of Community Affairs regard-
ing the proposed regulations.

Flow rights hearings for three mu-
nicipalities, Rahway, Clark and, Spring-
field, currently are scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 21. These will deal with
excess flows during the year ending
September 30, 2018.

Questions regarding the accuracy of a
meter designated RV01 serving Spring-
field appear to be nearing resolution.
The meter had been exhibiting some
erratic behavior, which resolved about
August 22. A supplementary meter in-
stalled temporarily as a check is reading
within 2 to 3 percent. Michael Furci,
Springfield’s commissioner, asked about
how the problem could be addressed.

Mr. Meehan, replied, “I and I (inflows
and infiltration) must be addressed.” (I
and I is water from non-sewer sources
entering the system.) Mr. Furci then
asked about changing the metering time.
Dennis Estis, the Authority’s counsel,
read a brief segment of the bylaws in-
cluding the term “for a period, however
brief,” which means the metering period
cannot be changed without a bylaw
change. Mr. Furci asked for help from
RVSA to explain what is needed to the
town’s government, to which Mr.
Meehan readily agreed.

Mr. Furci mentioned the possibility
of buying flow rights from Garwood.
When 500,000 gallons per day was
suggested as the amount required to
resolve the issue, Mr. Furci said he did
not think Springfield was talking that
high.

John Buonocore, the Authority’s in-
house engineer, spoke on the issue. He
noted that in most towns, the storm
induced peaking factor was about five
times (the sewage flow quintupled),
while for Springfield the peaking factor
is about 2.5 times, so there is probably
not a lot of rain induced inflows and
infiltration. The implication was that
groundwater infiltration is a major con-
tributor to their issue. He said that most
other towns typically use about 30 per-
cent of their flow rights, while Spring-
field typically uses about 60 percent.

This meeting served as the annual
reorganization meeting. Louis Lambe,
Cranford’s commissioner, was elected
chairman and Loren Harms, Roselle
Park’s commissioner, was elected vice-
chairman. Outgoing Chairman Robert
Rachlin of Rahway was presented with
a plaque in thanks for his service.

At the beginning of the meeting,
following elections, Michael Gelin was
sworn in as Woodbridge’s commis-
sioner and John Tomaine was sworn in
as Mountainside’s commissioner.
Stephen Greet has been reappointed as
Garwood’s commissioner, but his ab-
sence from the meeting prevented him
from being sworn in. All three were
reappointments.

Updates to the Authority’s By-Laws
and Code of Ethics also were approved.
The changes to both were described as
minor.

The next regular meeting of the
RVSA’s board will be held on March
21, at 7:05 p.m.

Afford.-Housing Issue Topic
For Young Republicans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Mayor Alexander Smith told a meeting of
the Union County Young Republicans
last Wednesday night that state legisla-
tors are “not interested” in addressing the
affordable-housing numbers that courts
throughout the state have imposed on
towns.

“The state is broken,” he said, and
builders are not concerned with the im-
pact of large numbers of new housing
units on schools and infrastructure.
“There’s a crisis going on in the state,”
the mayor added.

A 2018 court settlement with a group
of builders will result in just over 450
affordable-housing units, out of a total of
just under 2,700 total housing units, be-
ing built in Scotch Plains by 2025. Sev-
eral large properties are slated for the new
developments, including the Bowcraft
Amusement Park on Route 22, the former
Parker Gardens property on Terrill Road,
the Amberg garden center on Lamberts
Mill Road, several properties in and
around the central business district, a
tract of land on North Avenue next to the
Charlie Brown’s restaurant and several
smaller lots on Jerusalem Road across
from Scotch Hills Country Club and on
Beryllium Road and Waldheim Avenue
off Plainfield Avenue.

Mr. Smith said he hopes his township’s
newly-formed affordable-housing advi-
sory committee can eventually expand its
efforts to other towns as it seeks to secure
a legislative solution to the court-im-
posed housing obligations many munici-
palities are facing.

The mayor briefly reviewed the history
of Scotch Plains’ affordable-housing ob-
ligations with the small group gathered at
the Stage House Tavern before the dis-
cussion turned to other related issues
including property taxes and school fund-
ing. The mayor said New Jersey is expen-
sive because of high property taxes used
to fund public schools, especially in the
more-distressed urban school districts
earmarked for higher state funding by
court rulings over the past several de-
cades.

One attendee at last week’s meeting,
Joseph Sarno, a former member of the

Garwood Borough Council who now lives
in Scotch Plains, singled out one such
urban district and said that, “as Jersey
City has gotten richer, we’re still subsi-
dizing them, and it’s not fair.” Mean-
while, the mayor said that Scotch Plains
and Fanwood property owners sent more
than $50 million to the state during the
past several years but had only gotten
back a few million dollars in state aid for
the school system.

J.D. Bryden, the chairman of the Young
Republicans, noted that “the two biggest
problems in New Jersey” — school fund-
ing and affordable housing — “are driven
by legal action,” and asked why Demo-
crats who have controlled the state Legis-
lature for most of the past two decades
have not done more to address the twin
problems. He called it “laughable” that
Democratic mayors complain about their
towns’ housing obligations but do not
talk to local Democratic state legislators.

The Scotch Plains Council created the
affordable-housing advisory committee
in December to advise and assist the
governing body regarding affordable
housing, related regulations and legisla-
tion and the township’s affordable-hous-
ing obligations. The group’s initial ef-
forts will focus on increasing public
awareness of how affordable housing is
being implemented, educating the public
about the issue and developing an action
plan that will include contacting and lob-
bying state legislators to enact a legisla-
tive solution.

Mayor Smith called the committee a
“very effective organized group” and said
that, “as we move forward, we want to
take this to other towns” and hopefully
spur movement toward the Legislature
— not the courts — taking the lead on the
housing issue and also setting out afford-
able-housing obligations on a regional —
not a town-by-town — basis. “This is not
a Republican or Democratic issue,” he
said. “It’s a town issue.”

With legislative elections for state As-
sembly taking place in November, Mayor
Smith said it was important for his
township’s affordable-housing commit-
tee to “get its act together” by early spring
so that the issue becomes a topic of dis-
cussion during the run up to the June
Primary elections.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RVSA Assessments

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mouontainside Board of Education

Schedule of Meetings 2019

All meetings will be held in the Beechwood
School Susan O. Collier Media Center located at
1497 Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, NJ 07092
or in the Deerfield School Media Center located
at 302 Central Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092.

All meetings will be regularly scheduled meet-
ings of the Board to begin at 7:00 p.m. unless
otherwise noted. It is anticipated that the Board
will adjourn to Executive Session immediately
following the initial roll call to review matters
appropriate for discussion in private under the
Open Public Meetings Act.

The Board will return from Executive Session
to continue the public portion of the meeting at
8:00 p.m., at  which time the Board will consider
and act upon its public session agenda items.

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 (Executive Session)
6:45 p.m.

Thursday, March 7, 2019 (Executive Session)
6:15 p.m.

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 (Executive Session)
6:45 p.m.

Monday, March 18, 2019 (For purpose of a
budget hearing on submission of preliminary
budget)

Tuesday, March 26, 2019
Tuesday, April 23, 2019 (tentative Regular

Meeting and Public Hearing on Budget)
Tuesday, May 28, 2019
Tuesday, June 25, 2019
Tuesday, July 23, 2019
Tuesday, August 27, 2019
Tuesday, September 24, 2019
Tuesday, October 22, 2019
Tuesday, November 19, 2019
Tuesday, December 17, 2019

1T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $33.11

related to construction fencing was
passed that states a construction site
shall have a six-foot-high chain link
fence with a mesh fabric attached and
be set around the perimeter of the con-
struction site to protect the health and
safety of the public.

Frank Arena was the sole dissenter
regarding two resolutions to authorize
the submittal of grants for Sustainable
Jersey. Two grant applications, one for
$2,000 for the Green Team’s Zero Single
Use Plastics initiative, and the second
for $10,000 to support the Styrofoam
recycling program, which the town ad-
ministers.

An amendment to a purchase ap-
proval of an aerial lift for the Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) was made
to increase the cost to $162,893, which
adds about $9,000 for a Through Box.

In the mayor’s update, Mayor Shelley
Brindle noted that Ambeli Greek Res-
taurant is to close its doors. Spice Bazaar
is to relocate its restaurant from Quimby
Street to the Ambeli space and then open
a Pan Asian restaurant at the Quimby
location, she said. Ambeli has decided to
focus on its original location in Cran-
ford, Mayor Brindle said of the business
owner’s decision to close in Westfield.

Mayor Brindle said the “root of the
problem” regarding vacancies down-
town is the “lack of daytime foot traf-
fic.” She equated this lack of foot traffic
to the reduction of employees in the
town. “We have lost hundreds of em-
ployees over the last several years due
to a lack of employee parking and mod-
ern office space. If we can improve
daytime foot traffic, the retail problem
will take care of itself, which is some-
thing I expect to be addressed in our
Master Plan,” Mayor Brindle said in
her statement.

The town also is looking at a Smart
Streets Initiative with a goal to make a
pedestrian-friendly corridor, Mayor
Brindle said.

Mayor Brindle recently met with
Union County Freeholder Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski to discuss

Westfield’s priorities, which include a
lower county tax rate, support for a
peak one-seat ride, new lighted turf
fields and enhanced traffic and pedes-
trian safety measures on county roads.

The town also will begin a new
email initiative where residents can
opt-in to receive email updates from
the town, including the bi-weekly
Mayor’s Update provided at every
town council meeting. Mayor Brindle
said this is to help inform those resi-
dents who are not getting information
through social media.

To further Mayor Brindle’s initiative
to get the one-seat ride on the Raritan
Valley Train line, she announced that
there will be two upcoming meetings in
town on this front. On Wednesday, March
6, at 5 p.m., NJ Transit and the Depart-
ment of Transportation will host a public
listening session at the South Avenue
train station. Then on Thursday, March
7, a meeting of the Raritan Valley Line
Mayors Alliance, along with invited leg-
islators, will be held to discuss the legis-
lative strategy to obtain a Raritan Valley
Line peak one-seat ride.

The public-private contract for the
Westfield ice rink is to come to its end
for this year, when on Friday, March 1,
the rink will hold its last operational
day. Two public skating sessions will be
held that day, one from 4:40 to 6:10
p.m. and another from 7:30 to 9 p.m.,
with a family hockey session scheduled
in between. The basketball courts will
be restored by Monday, April 1. The
town has yet to make a decision as to
whether it will renegotiate another lease
for the rink at Gumbert Park.

Resident Nancy Carolan during pub-
lic comment said the Wilson Elemen-
tary School’s ice-skating fundraiser this
year was held at the Westfield ice rink
and had sold double the amount of
tickets than it did last year when it was
held at Warinanco Ice Skating Center.
She said she thinks the appeal of having
the rink in the same town is why more
tickets were sold.

Milan Sledge, Community Outreach
Specialist, Housing and Community
Development Network of New Jersey,
spoke in response to an update Planner
Don Sammet provided to the town coun-
cil on its current standings with its
compliance with affordable housing.
Ms. Sledge had listed a handful of
groups that provide housing, and said
she would like the town to reach out to
those organizations. Mr. Sammet had
mentioned that The Arc of Union County
and another affordable-housing devel-
oper have been in contact with the town
to work toward providing the addi-
tional 20 affordable-housing units the
town is to provide by 2025.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council Garwood Residents Learn
Of Revaluation Process

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Realty Appraisal’s
proprietor Neil Rubenstein presented
a roadmap to Garwood’s property tax
reevaluation process at a town-hall
style meeting at Lincoln School on
Monday evening. The borough hired
Reality Appraisal to complete revalu-
ation process.

Mr. Rubenstein said Union County’s
Division of Taxation mandated
Garwood and all Union County mu-
nicipalities to undergo a tax reassess-
ment which will be financially real-
ized on tax bills by July 2020. Mr.
Rubenstein said the process has been
in effect since the 1950s, but has not
taken place in Garwood for over 30
years.

Property reevaluations are not meant
to increase every homeowner’s taxes,
stated Mr. Rubenstein. Reevaluations
are purposed to update property val-
ues to their current values after nearly
30 years of change, he said.

“The process is meant to re-balance
or bring everything into equilibrium,”
Mr. Rubenstein said.

Some properties will go up in value,
some properties will remain the same,
and some properties will pay less,
stated Mr. Rubenstein.

The notion is the higher property
assessments are valued, tax rates are
adjusted to decrease by percentage,
stated Mr. Rubenstein. Any residents
or business owners who feel their as-
sessment was inaccurately calculated
can appeal by May 1, 2020.

The evaluation process considers a
home’s neighborhood, topography,
square footage, noise factors, interior
and exterior improvements, and other
variables, which would be recognized
in the sale process as benefiting the
sell price or reducing the sell price to
comparable properties, stated Mr.
Rubenstein.

A home with an addition since the
last reevaluation would theoretically
be worth more than a home with simi-
lar property dimensions in the same
neighborhood without the addition,

stated Mr. Rubenstein.
Mr. Rubenstein said tax assessors

employed by his firm will carry two
forms of identification, will wear yel-
low vests, and will enter people’s
homes after arranging an appointment
or upon asking when the assessor is
“canvassing” the neighborhood. All
assessors can be walked through a
home by the homeowner, stated Mr.
Rubenstein.

The interior review is conducted
with a laser to measure the home’s
interior dimensions and is a “rela-
tively brief” review, he said.
Homeowners who do not allow the
assessors in to conduct a review will
be categorized as having improved
their interiors, stated Mr. Rubenstein.
He said any homeowner who is not
present when the assessor is in the
neighborhood can book an interior
review appointment at a time which is
convenient for them.

Mr. Rubenstein said the Russo prop-
erty is an example of commercial
improvements which need to be rec-
ognized in the reevaluation process.
As vacant land, the South Avenue
property is assessed less than if 350
units were fully operable and collect-
ing income, he explained.

After the South Avenue property is
redeveloped, the property’s assess-
ment will be changed to account for
the additional income and the intrinsi-
cally higher re-sell value. Commer-
cial properties which have been de-
valued since they were redeveloped
before the last tax assessment over 30
years ago will be reassessed appropri-
ately, Mr. Rubenstein explained.

Realty Appraisal oversaw
Westfield’s reevaluation which was
just concluded, stated Mr. Rubenstein.
Over 10,000 homes in Westfield were
reviewed including both exterior and
interior inspections, stated Mr.
Rubenstein.

Any residents who have questions
can contact the company directly, ac-
cessing information through the
borough’s website, or contact bor-
ough hall, stated Mr. Rubenstein.

NJ Transit Listening
Tour Comes to WF

WESTFIELD — NJ Transit Ex-
ecutive Director Kevin Corbett and
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Diane
Gutierrez-Scaccetti will host a pub-
lic listening session about service
trouble on the Raritan Valley Line at
the Westfield Train Station on
Wednesday, March 6 at 5 p.m. The
session is part of what NJ Transit has
billed as its “Listening Tours.”

 Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the Raritan Valley Mayors Alli-
ance will also be there to advocate
for improved service and one-seat
ride to New York City.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE WON!...Winners celebrate while playing one of the many games during the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club’s
annual Casino Night event held Friday evening at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RAFFLE PRIZES...Attendees at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club’s Casino
Night event, held Friday evening at the Shackamaxon Country Club, check out the
raffle prizes.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOCUSING ON FANWOOD...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, joined by Police
Chief Richard Trigo, pictured right, and Chief Financial Officer Fred Tompkins,
pictured left, speak with residents last Saturday about local issues. The Coffee
With Mayor Mahr event was held at the Fanwood Grille.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING MEGHAN CRILLY...Members of the Mountainside commu-
nity take part in a candlelight vigil Saturday night at Deerfield Elementary School
in memory of teacher Meghan Crilly. Ms. Crilly died from injuries she sustained
when she was struck by a vehicle last month while crossing a street in Linden.
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Planning Board OKs New
Parking on Westfield Ave.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday gave its unani-
mous approval to the merger of three
Westfield Avenue lots and the devel-
opment of a new parking lot to serve
a law office located there.

The new parking lot will be located
at the corner of Westfield Avenue and
Forest Road — on a square-shaped
lot that has been undeveloped for
years — and will serve the adjacent
office building at 1958 Westfield
Road. At the board’s hearing, Jon
Bramnick, the owner of the lots and
the building, said there was presently
“insufficient” parking behind the of-
fice building, with only seven spaces
available. Professional planner James
Watson concurred, telling the plan-
ning board, “You need parking here.”
He recalled that his own office had
once been located in the same build-
ing and that parking for employees,
clients and visitors had always been
limited and problematic.

Engineer Thomas Quinn outlined
for the board how the parking lot will

be developed, with six-foot-high fenc-
ing along the southern property line
that abuts a private residence and
four-foot fencing along the Westfield
Avenue and Forest Road sides. He
said the parking lot will be accessible
from both streets. Mr. Quinn described
steps being taken to reduce storm
water runoff, saying the new lot will
feature what he called “porous pave-
ment” that, in effect, absorbs water
and drains it underground.

Board members favored keeping
any landscaping — shrubs and trees
—inside the fences, partly to ensure a
clear line of sight for drivers entering
Westfield Avenue from Forest Road
and also to avoid litter and debris
being caught in the branches. Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta pointed out
that the area is a “high-traffic pedes-
trian area,” with students walking to
and from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Park Middle School
and St. Bartholomew Academy pass-
ing by the property and, at times,
carelessly dropping papers and wrap-
pings.

RVSA Assessments In Region to
Rise on Average 5 Percent

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) annual
reorganization meeting was held last
Thursday. Two reappointed commis-
sioners were sworn in, and new board
officers were elected. RVSA also ap-
proved the 2019 budget.

The budget reflects revenues of
$27,184,500 and appropriations of
$27,532,500. The differential is
planned usage of $348,000 of prior
revenues. Capital appropriations are
$1.65 million.

Assessments for the 11 municipali-
ties of the RVSA rose by 4.9 percent,
from $25,060,000 to $26,290,500.
Because individual municipal assess-

ments are based on a five-year rolling
average, there is significant deviation
from town to town in the percentage
change in their assessments, RVSA
officials said.

Westfield’s assessment rose 7.91
percent, or $248,297, to $4,068,672.
Scotch Plains’ assessment increased
5.67 percent, or $81,091, ending up
at $1,511,843. Mountainside ticked
up 5.41 percent, or $50,155, to
$978,076. Garwood’s share grew 7.42
percent, or $51,805, to $749,523.
Cranford’s assessment rose 10.81
percent, or $180,636, ending up at
$1,852,138. Clark’s share grew 7.59
percent, or $151,489, to $2,148,595.

Springfield saw a 1.84-percent in-
crease, or $47,803, to $2,646,409.

Kenilworth gets hit with a 15.85 per-
cent rise of $144,055, to $1,052,977.
Roselle Park sees an 11.47 percent
decrease, or $45,515, dropping to
$351,423. Rahway also sees a drop,
down 3.22 percent, or $132,706, to
$3,991,702. Woodbridge, the largest
user, sees a 6.17 percent rise, or
$403,440, so their assessment totals
out at $6,939,142.

Jim Meehan, RVSA executive di-
rector, said the main drivers of the
budget are: debt service, $360,000;
capital replacement funding,
$250,000; operating reserve fund,
$40,000; residual and biosolids dis-
posal, $100,000; maintenance/energy
maintenance, $175,000; salaries and
wages, $225,000, and New Jersey
Retirement Fund assessment,
$65,000.

“Debt service has increased due to
the numerous upgrades throughout
the facility,” Mr. Meehan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

In other business, the Authority’s
lawsuit against the state’s 2-percent
cap on authority charges has passed
the briefing stage. The Authority is
awaiting word from the judge. Com-
ments also were submitted to the New
Jersey Department of Community Af-
fairs regarding the proposed regula-
tions.

Flow rights hearings for three
municipalities, Rahway, Clark and,
Springfield, currently are sched-
uled for Thursday, March 21. These
will deal with excess flows during
the year ending September 30,
2018.

Questions regarding the accuracy
of a meter designated RV01 serving
Springfield appear to be nearing reso-
lution. The meter had been exhibiting
some erratic behavior, which resolved
about August 22. A supplementary
meter installed temporarily as a check

BOE Talks About Varsity Letters
For Interscholastic Activities

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Earning var-
sity letters for interscholastic extra-
curricular activities was discussed at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education agenda setting meeting
held last Thursday evening.

It was noted that under newer state
mandates non-athletes can now earn
varsity letters. The lists of criteria
were discussed for such extracurricu-
lar letters as those for Moonglowers,

Select Choir, Chamber Choir, Sensa-
tions, Las Cantadoras, Men’s Choir,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Jazz Band,
Marching Band, Winter Guard, Blue
Diamond Step Team, Dance Team,
Delta Epsilon Chi, Distributive Edu-
cation Clubs of America (DECA) and
Future Business Leaders of America
(FBLA). Each activity has its own
requirement of active membership,
varying from one year to three years
depending on the activity.

It was noted that students who fail
to complete a season will not be
awarded a letter. In addition, viola-
tions of school and club rules may
cause a student to be disqualified
from earning a letter. In addition, the
time period used to determine eligi-
bility for a letter in each activity is
based on the rigor and time commit-
ment associated with each organiza-
tion. Furthermore, it was stated that
the advisor/director of each organi-
zation reserves the right to make ex-
ceptions to the criteria. The principal
or designee will then approve the
exceptions.

In other business, three field trips
were approved at Thursday’s meet-
ing. The first is a Saturday, March 23
trip to see the musical The Prom in
New York City for seven students in
the Sexuality and Gender Acceptance
Club. It was noted that the play touches
upon issues germane to Lesbian, Gay,

Bisexual, Transgender and Queer
(LGBTQ+) youth. The plot deals with
a lesbian couple denied the right to
attend their high-school prom.

The second trip is Terrill Middle
School students traveling to Toms
River High School on Friday, May
31, to perform for nationally-ranked
judges and receive feedback to en-
hance their performance for the Terrill
spring concert.

The last field trip approved in May
is for 60 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Advanced Placement (AP)
Environmental Science students to
travel to Seeley’s Pond in the
Watchung Reservation. These stu-
dents are members of the New Jersey
Trout in the Classroom Program and
will release their trout into Seeley’s
Pond. It was noted that the pond is the
local site designated for fish stocking
by the New Jersey Fish and Wildlife
Service in the Watchung Reserva-
tion.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held tonight, February 28,
at 7:30 p.m., in the administration
building at Cedar Street and Ever-
green Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Presentations regarding updates to
the 2019-2020 proposed school bud-
get for special education as well as
district enrollment, curriculum and
facilities are scheduled for that meet-
ing.

Music and Food Fest to
Be Held at LaGrande Park

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Guest speaker
Elizabeth Chin and her group, Smash
Kids Cancer, also known as Kids
Rock for Cure, were the subject of a
discussion at Tuesday night’s recre-
ation commission meeting on a fund-
raising event they wish to host to
support finding a cure for pediatric
cancer. The commission’s personnel
changes, park repairs and summer
camps were heavily-noted topics as
well.

Elizabeth, a Clark resident and
Union County Magnet High School
sophomore, spoke to the commission
about hosting a Music and Food Fest
on Saturday, May 18, at LaGrande
Park to raise money to benefit Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.
Proceeds from the event will go to-
ward pediatric cancer research. Eliza-
beth is the founder of the group Kids
Rock for Cure. She started the group
after her younger brother, Connor
Chin, was diagnosed with bone can-
cer and was treated at Memorial Sloan
Kettering.

Connor was 11 in 2016 when he
was diagnosed with bone cancer.
Elizabeth told the commission that
her brother’s cancer returned and that
a clinical trial at Memorial Sloan
Kettering saved his life. Connor is
now healthy and thriving, she said.

Elizabeth attended the meeting with
several friends and family, including
her mother, Lisa Chin, and her brother.

“Pediatric cancers are rare and it’s
one of the leading causes of death in
people under the age of 15 in the
United States,” Elizabeth said.

Matt Kleczynski, a member of Kids
Rock for Cure and a Clark resident,
told commission members that the
group plans to sell tickets for activi-
ties and use the pavilion in LaGrande
Park. The event will be held rain or

shine. Matt said he is hopeful there
will be a teacher and staff dunk tank,
face painting, food vendors, a band or
DJ and one tent set up as a tribute for
the group’s loved ones who survived
cancer. Elizabeth mentioned the vari-
ous forms of promotion for the Music
and Food Fest, including receiving
support from Memorial Sloan
Kettering and their media contacts.

Mrs. Chin answered commission
members’ questions regarding this
event, explaining that May is an ideal
time because of the weather and that
it’s important to the group to plan
something around Mother’s Day.

“We already secured the insurance
and the board of health approved the
food trucks. We are hoping to make
money from the rides and entertain-
ment. We tried to have this event in
Clark at one of the schools and there
was no bathroom access,” she said.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky said the Rockin’ for Au-
tism event on Sunday, April 28, which
was launched in 2016, is similar to
the Kids Rock for Cure. He also sug-
gested the group’s name is too similar
to Rockin’ for Autism and should be
changed. Mr. Budiansky told the
group that all sporting events will
continue on Saturday, May 18, at
LaGrande Park as usual. Elizabeth
Chin said that the group is changing
their name to Smash Kids Cancer and
the event will be called Smash Kids
Music and Food Fest.

“If the Fanwood Department of
Public Works can’t provide help, this
is a dead issue. You have to speak to
Clint Dixon (Department of Public
Works director) and there has to be an
agreement as to how much money
you have to pay the DPW workers.
The New Jersey American Water
Company can provide free water,”
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WESTFIELD
REVALUATION

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
It’s the first time in more than three decades that Westfield residents 
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing 
question on the minds of many Westfield homeowners... Will I be 
overpaying my taxes when the Westfield Revaluation Process is done?

You can find valuable information and videos about the 
revaluation and appeal processes at WestfieldRevaluation.com.

Afford.-Housing Issue Topic
For Young Republicans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Mayor Alexander Smith told a meeting
of the Union County Young Republi-
cans last Wednesday night that state
legislators are “not interested” in ad-
dressing the affordable-housing num-
bers that courts throughout the state have
imposed on towns.

“The state is broken,” he said, and
builders are not concerned with the im-
pact of large numbers of new housing
units on schools and infrastructure.
“There’s a crisis going on in the state,”
the mayor added.

A 2018 court settlement with a group
of builders will result in just over 450
affordable-housing units, out of a total of
just under 2,700 total housing units, be-
ing built in Scotch Plains by 2025. Sev-
eral large properties are slated for the new
developments, including the Bowcraft
Amusement Park on Route 22, the former
Parker Gardens property on Terrill Road,
the Amberg garden center on Lamberts
Mill Road, several properties in and
around the central business district, a
tract of land on North Avenue next to the
Charlie Brown’s restaurant and several
smaller lots on Jerusalem Road across
from Scotch Hills Country Club and on
Beryllium Road and Waldheim Avenue
off Plainfield Avenue.

Mr. Smith said he hopes his township’s
newly-formed affordable-housing advi-
sory committee can eventually expand its
efforts to other towns as it seeks to secure
a legislative solution to the court-im-
posed housing obligations many munici-
palities are facing.

The mayor briefly reviewed the his-
tory of Scotch Plains’ affordable-hous-
ing obligations with the small group
gathered at the Stage House Tavern be-
fore the discussion turned to other re-
lated issues including property taxes and
school funding. The mayor said New
Jersey is expensive because of high prop-
erty taxes used to fund public schools,
especially in the more-distressed urban
school districts earmarked for higher
state funding by court rulings over the
past several decades.

One attendee at last week’s meeting,
Joseph Sarno, a former member of the
Garwood Borough Council who now lives

in Scotch Plains, singled out one such
urban district and said that, “as Jersey
City has gotten richer, we’re still subsi-
dizing them, and it’s not fair.” Mean-
while, the mayor said that Scotch Plains
and Fanwood property owners sent more
than $50 million to the state during the
past several years but had only gotten
back a few million dollars in state aid for
the school system.

J.D. Bryden, the chairman of the
Young Republicans, noted that “the two
biggest problems in New Jersey” —
school funding and affordable housing
— “are driven by legal action,” and
asked why Democrats who have con-
trolled the state Legislature for most of
the past two decades have not done more
to address the twin problems. He called
it “laughable” that Democratic mayors
complain about their towns’ housing
obligations but do not talk to local Demo-
cratic state legislators.

The Scotch Plains Council created
the affordable-housing advisory com-
mittee in December to advise and assist
the governing body regarding afford-
able housing, related regulations and
legislation and the township’s afford-
able-housing obligations.

The group’s initial efforts will focus
on increasing public awareness of how
affordable housing is being imple-
mented, educating the public about the
issue and developing an action plan that
will include contacting and lobbying
state legislators to enact a legislative
solution.

Mayor Smith called the committee a
“very effective organized group” and
said that, “as we move forward, we want
to take this to other towns” and hope-
fully spur movement toward the Legis-
lature — not the courts — taking the
lead on the housing issue and also set-
ting out affordable-housing obligations
on a regional — not a town-by-town —
basis. “This is not a Republican or Demo-
cratic issue,” he said. “It’s a town issue.”

With legislative elections for state
Assembly taking place in November,
Mayor Smith said it was important for
his township’s affordable-housing com-
mittee to “get its act together” by early
spring so that the issue becomes a topic
of discussion during the run up to the
June Primary elections.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF INTENT TO
AWARD CONTRACT UNDER
THE HOUSTON GALVESTON
AREA COUNCIL COOPERA-
TIVE PURCHASING PRO-
GRAM

Notice of Intent to Award contract
under the Houston Galveston Area
Council Cooperative Purchasing Pro-
gram for the purchase of:

* One (1) UN4i UN4i/13-E1/E3: 10 HP,
6000 psi, 13 scfm with P2 Securus, 4
ASME Storage and Auto Cascade,
Bauer Integrated SXCBA Recharging
and RFID system

The Township of Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, Fire Department, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
intends to participate in the Houston
Galveston Area Council Cooperative
Purchasing Program for the purchase of:

* One (1) UN4i UN4i/13-E1/E3: 10 HP,
6000 psi, 13 scfm with P2 Securus, 4
ASME Storage and Auto Cascade,
Bauer Integrated SXCBA Recharging
and RFID system

Information regarding the contract may
be found at the Township Clerks Office,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 during regular business
hours, as well as on the Township of Scotch
Plains website at:
(www.scotchplainsnj.gov)

The Township of Scotch Plains joined
the Houston Galveston Area Council
Cooperative Purchasing Program on
June 3, 2015 as authorized by Resolution
No. 2015-122.

It is the intent of the Township of Scotch
Plains to make an award through Bauer
Compressors Inc. pursuant to the pro-
posal submitted in response to the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for:

* One (1) UN4i UN4i/13-E1/E3: 10 HP,
6000 psi, 13 scfm with P2 Securus, 4
ASME Storage and Auto Cascade,
Bauer Integrated SXCBA Recharging
and RFID system

The intended award for HGAC Contract
#EE08-17 has been established as:

BAUER COMPRESSOR Inc.
1328 Azalea Garden Road

Norfolk, Virginia 23504-1904
Contract for this purchase may be viewed

online at:  (www.scotchplainsnj.gov)
Vendors wishing to participate for pur-

poses of competitive pricing must submit
proposals no later than 10 days following
the release of the Public Notice. Submit-
tals may be sent to the Township Clerks
Office at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

The Township of Scotch Plains is per-
mitted to join a national cooperative pur-
chasing agreement under the authority of
(N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2 (b) (3)

Comment period ends March 14, 2019.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/28/19, The Times Fee: $59.16

is reading within 2 to 3 percent.
Michael Furci, Springfield’s commis-
sioner, asked about how the problem
could be addressed.

Mr. Meehan, replied, “I and I (in-
flows and infiltration) must be ad-
dressed.” (I and I is water from non-
sewer sources entering the system.)
Mr. Furci then asked about changing
the metering time. Dennis Estis, the
Authority’s counsel, read a brief seg-
ment of the bylaws including the term
“for a period, however brief,” which
means the metering period cannot be
changed without a bylaw change. Mr.
Furci asked for help from RVSA to
explain what is needed to the town’s
government, to which Mr. Meehan
readily agreed.

Mr. Furci mentioned the possibil-
ity of buying flow rights from
Garwood. When 500,000 gallons per
day was suggested as the amount re-
quired to resolve the issue, Mr. Furci
said he did not think Springfield was
talking that high.

John Buonocore, the Authority’s
in-house engineer, spoke on the is-
sue. He noted that in most towns,
the storm induced peaking factor
was about five times (the sewage
flow quintupled), while for Spring-
field the peaking factor is about 2.5
times, so there is probably not a lot
of rain induced inflows and infiltra-
tion. The implication was that
groundwater infiltration is a major
contributor to their issue. He said
that most other towns typically use
about 30 percent of their flow rights,
while Springfield typically uses
about 60 percent.

This meeting served as the annual
reorganization meeting. Louis Lambe,
Cranford’s commissioner, was elected
chairman and Loren Harms, Roselle
Park’s commissioner, was elected

In other business, the board was
briefed about the redevelopment plan
for a nearly three-acre parcel of prop-
erty on Jerusalem Road. Last week,
the township council introduced an
ordinance spelling out the plan, which
will consist of 18 apartment units in a
three-story building, two stacked
townhomes and 25 townhouse units.
At its Tuesday, March 5 meeting, the
council will hold a public hearing on
the ordinance.

The planning board also formally
named its professional team, with
Robert Pansulla again named as board
attorney, Ferriero Engineering con-
tinuing as the board’s consulting en-
gineer and Harbor Consultants named
as the board’s planner.
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Planning Bd.
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RVSA Assessments
vice-chairman. Outgoing Chairman
Robert Rachlin of Rahway was pre-
sented with a plaque in thanks for his
service.

At the beginning of the meeting,
following elections, Michael Gelin
was sworn in as Woodbridge’s com-
missioner and John Tomaine was
sworn in as Mountainside’s com-
missioner. Stephen Greet has been
reappointed as Garwood’s commis-
sioner, but his absence from the
meeting prevented him from being
sworn in. All three were reappoint-
ments.

Updates to the Authority’s By-Laws
and Code of Ethics also were ap-
proved. The changes to both were
described as minor.

The next regular meeting of the
RVSA’s board will be held on March
21 at 7:05 p.m.

NJ Transit Listening
Tour Comes to Westfield

WESTFIELD— NJ Transit Ex-
ecutive Director Kevin Corbett and
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Diane
Gutierrez-Scaccetti will host a pub-
lic listening session about service
trouble on the Raritan Valley Line at
the Westfield Train Station on
Wednesday, March 6, at 5 p.m. The
session is part of what NJ Transit has
billed as its “Listening Tours.”

 Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the Raritan Valley Mayors Alli-
ance also will be there to advocate for
improved service and one-seat rides
to New York City.

Mr. Budiansky said.
Fanwood Councilwoman Erin

McElroy-Barker, the council’s liai-
son to the recreation commission,
told the group, “Good luck, this is
tough to pull together. Reach out to
Fanwood Councilman Jeff Banks.”
Mr. Banks and his family host the
Rockin’ for Autism yearly event.

Commission secretary Eryn
Sinclair suggested that the Smash
Kids Cancer group, “Seek donations
from big businesses because you are
a non-profit. Ask for reduced rates,
if possible.”

Commission member Joanna
Budries put forth a motion to the six
voting commission members to al-
low the group to host this event. All
the members approved the motion.

In other business, Mr. Budiansky
presented the treasurer’s report since
the commission’s treasurer, Mike
Kelly, was not present at the meet-
ing. “The balance in both the
commission’s bank accounts totals
$96,626.36. We made about $42,000
in summer camp registration so far
since we opened up registration in
early February.”

Mr. Budiansky told the commis-
sion members that the LaGrande out-
field new replacement netting only
lasted about one week. He said, “I
received an invoice from Statewide
Fencing and I’m not paying this. It
still needs to be fixed.”

He said the ice skating rink at
LaGrande and the rink’s tarp cover
“was open two days this year and
will not be opened again this year.”

“The rink reopened eight years
ago and the tarp that was purchased
a number of years ago is now shred-
ded. The DPW wants to use it for the
recycling center. We have to make a
decision later on about ordering a
new one. The current tarp costs over
$1,000,” Mr. Budiansky said.

Neil Pierce, a commission mem-
ber, told Mr. Budiansky that the bor-

ough paid about $300 extra several
years ago for a round liner cut to
size. Commission members all
agreed that the DPW can use the
existing tarp cover.

The Forest Road Park Master Plan
was briefly discussed. Mr. Budiansky
said, “As of today, February 26, Gary
Oliva from CME Associates said the
preliminary assessment report, which
includes the environmental impact
statement, was submitted to the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection at the borough’s re-
quest. This has been caught up in
bureaucracy and grant writing for
almost two years now.”

Councilwoman McElroy-Barker
said, “I think this has dragged on. It
hasn’t moved out of town hall as
quickly as it should have.”

Mr. Budiansky announced recent
commission personnel changes. Al-
ternate 2, Sara Johnson, resigned on
Tuesday. Also, Tuesday night’s meet-
ing was the last for commission mem-
ber Joanna Budries due to an im-
pending move.

Ms. Budries joined the commis-
sion in 2012. Scott Sinclair, alter-
nate 1, has been bumped up to be an
unofficial commission member.
Himanee Hendree, a third alternate
and the first student member of the
commission, is now a first alter-
nate.

Mr. Budiansky said there are now
three vacancies on the commission
members. He urged the group to
encourage people to attend the
commission’s monthly meetings if
they are interested in joining the
commission. Ms. McElroy-Barker
said she mentioned it  at the
borough’s last council meeting too.

Mr. Budiansky spoke about the
success of the borough’s summer
camp registration. He said he began
advertising for the summer park pro-
grams and that in the next week or
so registration will begin for travel
camps. In about two weeks he will
have brochures in the schools. Mr.
Budiansky said both LaGrande and
Forest Road Parks are used for the
camps and that the price increased
this year for the first time in 10
years. It is now $50 for the a.m.
session and $50 for the p.m. ses-
sion. The cost is $90 for both ses-
sions and there are some new pro-
grams such as art programs, enter-
tainers and inflatable rides.

Mr. Budiansky said there are 40
different summer programs, which
is the most the borough has ever
had. Fourteen full-time counselors
are employed and there are about
three substitute counselors.

The meeting concluded with dis-
cussion about the borough’s Easter
Egg Hunt to be held on Saturday,
April 13, at 10 a.m. at Forest Road
Park with the rain date on Saturday,
April 20.

Freeholders OK $325K
Study for Det. Ctr. Property

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday ap-
proved a $325,000 memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for the Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) to solicit proposals from com-
panies for both the lease and sale of
the county’s juvenile detention center
in Linden. The board approved an
agreement with Essex County last
year to send Union County detainees
to Essex’s juvenile detention center
in Newark.

County officials announced the
shuttering of the facility last Septem-
ber. The county anticipates that shut-
ting the facility will result in a $24.6-
million savings to the county in the
first three years. The Linden deten-
tion center opened in April 2008 as a
“one-story, 70,000-square-foot ma-
sonry and steel building” housing “up
to 80 residents,” according to a 2008
county press release.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said he
thinks the closing has been “handled
in an efficient and thorough
manner...with the least amount of dis-
ruption to our employees.”

Noting that, “it’s a tough situation
any time you have to lay people off,”
Mr. Hudak said the county has been
working with other counties to find
jobs for those employees impacted
by the shuttered facility. In a Septem-
ber 2018 press release, the county
said 56 juvenile detention officers,
12 senior juvenile detention officers,
seven supervisors and seven civilian
employees were employed at the de-
tention center.

At last September’s freeholder
meeting, Ron Charles, director of
Union County correctional services,
said the county opted to close the
facility in response to a “steady de-
cline (of housed offenders)...over the
last six years” from an average daily
population of 43 residents in 2012 to
10 in 2017. The facility had 76 beds
when it opened.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the UCIA is the title holder of the
property. He said the UCIA will con-
duct a tax analysis of the outstanding
bonds on the facility as well as prepa-
ration of requests for proposals
(RFPs) for approval by the county.
Mr. Barry said a review committee
will be created to analyze responses
to the RFPs.

“The issue will be to determine the
best approach to this, whether it will
be a sale of the facility or lease of the
facility,” Mr. Barry said.

Mr. Barry said the process will be
similar to what the county did for
Runnells Specialized Hospital, which
was sold for $26 million in December
of 2014.

Mr. Hudak said, based on its work
on the sale of Runnells, the UCIA
“has demonstrated an expertise on
these types of projects of transitioning
these government-owned facilities to
another sort of usage.”

The board approved the MOU by a
unanimous 9-to-0 vote.

During public comments, Garwood
Mayor Sara Todisco thanked Free-
holders Sergio Granados and Rebecca
Williams for attending the borough’s
first Dr. Martin Luther King Day of
Service in January.

“It was a really special day in
Garwood,” she said, adding that more
than 100 people participated in the
event.

She also said she looks forward to her
community being able to apply again for
the county’s infrastructure grant. “I know
Garwood is very, very eager to put that
forward to you,” she stated.

Barbara Krause of Cranford addressed
the cell tower proposed for the Cranford
campus of Union County College.

“Have all the alternatives been ex-
hausted for the locations with less
direct negative impact for Cranford
homeowners in one of Cranford’s
most desirable areas?” Mrs. Krause
asked. “No one expects such an ugly
intrusion into a beautiful residential
neighborhood. Why we have to toler-
ate this is the question.”

She asked the board to “use all
areas at your disposal to eliminate a
130-foot cell tower in a beautiful
Union County area.”

During Freeholder comments, Free-
holder Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of
Westfield announced a free lecture
on the life of Virginia Apgar, an anes-
thesiologist at New York-Presbyte-
rian Hospital, who founded the Apgar
score for newly-born babies in 1952.
The lecture will be held on Wednes-
day, March 27, at 7 p.m., at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Recreation
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DR. APGAR SUBJECT OF TALK...In
recognition of Women’s History Month,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders is sponsoring “Virginia
Apgar, Newborn Babies and the March
of Dimes” at the Westfield Memorial
Library on Wednesday, March 27, at 7
p.m. David Rose, the National Archi-
vist of the March of Dimes, will be the
presenter at this free event. Born in
Westfield, Dr. Apgar was an anesthesi-
ologist best known for creating the
Apgar Score, a clinical system for evalu-
ating the physical condition of new-
borns at birth by measuring their pulse,
skin color, reflex, muscle tone and res-
piration to determine medical needs.

Jim Lowney/County of Union
FEATURED SPEAKER...Corporate trainer Lena Cohen recently was the fea-
tured speaker at the third annual Union County Means Business Networking
Breakfast, entitled “Building Better Business Relationships,” at Kean University
in Union. Ms. Cohen is a requested speaker, community activist, executive coach
and author. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County Deputy County
Manager Amy Wagner and Deana Mesaros of the Union County Department of
Economic Development; Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded, Ms. Cohen,
Freeholder Chris Hudak, Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski and
Freeholder Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Mandelblatt, Gunderman Win
County Dem Line for Assembly
Democrats Stacey Gunderman of

New Providence and Lisa Mandelblatt
of Westfield defeated Jill LaZare of
Summit to garner the Union County
Democratic Party line for State As-
sembly in the 21st Legislative District
in this June’s Primary Election, ac-
cording to a New Jersey Globe report.
A link of the story was posted on the
Union County Democratic website.

Ms. LaZare previously ran for As-
sembly in 2013 and 2015 and State
Senate in 2017. Ms. Mandelblatt was
an early candidate for Congress in the
7th District in 2018 before dropping
out of the race. According to The
Globe, Ms. Mandelblatt finished first
with seven votes and Ms. Gunderman
won six. Ms. LaZare received five
votes, with Carlos Gomez and Ileana
Montes each garnering a vote. Eight
candidates ran for the nomination.

Incumbent Republican Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) defeated
Ms. LaZare, 37,579 to 31,123, in 2017.
Ms. LaZare came within 1,674 votes
of Mr. Kean in Union County that year.
Last year, Democrat Lacey Rzeszowski
finished third behind Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21st, Summit), coming within 1,554
tallies of Ms. Munoz.

The filing deadline for the Tues-
day, June 4 Primary is 4 p.m. on
Monday, April 1.

Group Planning Rally
Against Murphy on March 26
“We the People of New Jersey” is

organizing a March in Trenton on
Tuesday, March 26, in opposition to
Governor Phil Murphy. Among the
issues the group lists as reasons for
the march are “taxes are out of con-
trol. New Jersey has the highest prop-
erty taxes in the nation. Murphy wants
to increase sales tax, gas tax, water
tax, and add new tolls,” according to
www.wethepeopleofnj.com.

The group also stated that, “Murphy
has declared New Jersey a sanctuary
state, and is pardoning criminals to
prevent their deportation. New gun
control measures stripped law-abid-
ing citizens of their property without
compensation. Murphy has promised
to sign any and all gun control legisla-
tion that hits his desk, even though we
have among the harshest gun control
in the nation,” according to the website.

It also cites New Jersey’s “anti-business
climate” that is “driving businesses and its
most prosperous citizens away.”

Assembly Passes Parking Tax
For N.J. Cities of 100,000

Legislation that would allow New
Jersey of 100,000 or more in popula-
tion to tax parking was approved
Monday by a 41-32 vote in the State
Assembly. The Senate has not voted
on the measure.

The bill would allow certain mu-
nicipalities to impose a 3.5-percent

parking tax “to fund projects that im-
prove pedestrian access to mass tran-
sit stations” and to “establish discounts
for municipal residents of up to 8
percent against existing parking taxes.”

“Another voting session in Trenton,
another new tax on hard-working New
Jerseyans. Today it’s another new tax
on parking your car. Last month it was
the rain tax. The Democratic majority
is tone deaf to the financial burden
placed on average citizens,” said As-
sembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield).

The sponsor of the bill, Assembly-
woman Shanique Speight (D-29th,
Newark) told njbiz.com that the leg-
islation will help in communities that
provide accessibility to mass transit.
“We have the airport in our commu-
nity, we have theaters, and we have
big corporations. This will help the
constituents in my district,” she said.

Scutari Endorses Booker
For President In 2020

Union County Democratic Chair-
man Nicholas Scutari has endorsed
U.S. Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) for
President. “Sen. Booker is a long-
time champion for working families,
and he is the best candidate to ensure
every American has an opportunity at
their American Dream...I look for-
ward to supporting his nomination
for president of the United States,” he
said in a Facebook post.

CNN Hires Ex-Sessions
Spokeswoman as Editor

CNN says it is hiring Sarah Isgur
Flores, who served in the Justice De-
partment as former Attorney General
Jeff Sessions' spokeswoman, to be a
political editor in the Washington Bu-
reau. The CNN report said Ms. Flores
is a “longtime Republican political op-
erative who previously worked for Carly
Fiorina, Ted Cruz and Mitt Romney.”

The report stated CNN employees
were concerned, questioning what Ms.
Isgur's role will be and whether her
“sudden leap” from the Trump admin-
istration to CNN is an “ethical breach.”

GOP Lawmakers Seek to
Ban Vaping By Minors In N.J.
In an effort to address the concerning

and growing popularity of e-cigarettes,
also known as vapes, among minors,
Republicans, Assemblywoman
BettyLou DeCroce (R-26th,
Parsippany) and Assemblyman An-
thony Bucco (R-25th, Randolph) have
introduced a bill that would ban the
possession of electronic smoking de-
vices by anyone under the age of 21.

New Jersey joined California and
Hawaii in 2017 to prohibit the sale of
tobacco products, including electronic
smoking devices, to anyone under
21. However, there is nothing that
prohibits possession by minors.

Under the new legislation, posses-
sion of electronic smoking devices by
persons under 21 years of age in New
Jersey would be punishable by a fine
as a petty disorderly persons offense.

BOE Discusses Student
Wellness, HIB Prevention
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Concern for stu-
dent wellness and prevention of ha-
rassment, intimidation and bullying
(HIB) incidents were the main focus of
Monday’s Cranford Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., gave the BOE an update
on how the first six months of imple-
mentation of the strategic plan is go-
ing. One of the four goals included in
the strategic plan is to promote con-
tinuous improvement, awareness and a
culture of student safety and wellness.

Cranford Director of Counseling
Lisa Burfeindt gave the board high-
lights on how this goal is being
achieved in the district. Gayle
Colucci was hired as the district
coordinator for culture and climate
and as the district-wide anti-bully-
ing specialist. In this role, Ms.
Colucci is responsible for recogniz-
ing trends to improve culture and
climate programming, collecting
data about school climate, analyz-
ing that data and researching and
implementing the best practices to
improve the overall school climate.

Ms. Burfeindt told the board that hav-
ing a district-wide anti-bullying special-
ist has allowed the people who were the
anti-bullying specialists, like guidance

counselors and social workers, “to go
back to what we hired them to do.”

Furthermore, Ms. Burfeindt com-
mented that Ms. Colucci is “creating a
common mission” for all of the schools
in the district in regards to student
wellness.

A student app called STOPit, that
allows anonymous reporting for grades
4 through 12, and promotes the idea of
“See something, say something,” was
introduced this year.

The district also is offering a pro-
gram called Parent Academy, that in-
cludes monthly workshops beginning
this month. Topics include bullying
prevention, character education, sui-
cide awareness and prevention, anxi-
ety and stress and digital citizenship.

Cranford has been awarded a grant
through the New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE)/Rutgers grant pro-
gram to help build a positive school
climate district-wide. This three-year
program is called the School Climate
Transformation Project and Ms.
Colucci is the facilitator. Through the
program, a climate survey will be con-
ducted and analyzed in order to iden-
tify areas that need improvement to
create an action plan.

Leadership teams have been formed
at both Hillside Avenue School and
Orange Avenue School to address the
academic, social and emotional life of
students. The district also has made
several safety upgrades and enhance-
ments for the 2018-2019 school year.
Safety vestibules with a double-door
entry system will be installed at each of
the schools, along with security cam-
eras and perimeter door alarms. Addi-
tionally, new visitor entry protocols cur-
rently are being enforced district-wide.

In other board business, the Report
on Harassment, Intimidation and Bul-
lying, acquired through a district-wide
self assessment and required by the
New Jersey Department of Education,
was discussed. According to the bi-
annual report, there were 25 HIB re-
ports filed in the district, none of which
was found “substantiated.”

“Our numbers have dropped drasti-
cally from last year,” Ms. Burfeindt
told the board. Last year there were
over 100 HIB reportings.

Several hires were approved by the
board, including Dennis McCaffery as
head varsity baseball coach, Christine
Pemoulie as head varsity softball coach
and Michael Dow as head varsity boys
track coach. John Schiano was ap-
proved as the head varsity girls track
coach, Robert Caparruva as the head
varsity tennis coach, William Ray as
the head varsity golf coach, Samantha
Berk as the head varsity girls lacrosse
coach and Albert Reinoso as the head
varsity boys lacrosse coach.

Mountainside Board of Ed.
Discusses Budget Shortfall

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education outlined various options to
close a potential $867,005 budget gap at
Tuesday’s meeting. The proposed budget
anticipates $18,468,813 in expenditures
and, assuming the state 2 percent cap on
tax increases is not exceeded, approxi-
mately $17,619,808 in revenues. There
are several reasons for the shortfall in-
cluding salaries and benefits for several
new special education teachers, an 11
percent increase in the costs of the em-
ployee health benefits program, and the
anticipated contract settlement with the
Mountainside Education Association.

Options that are being considered to
close the budget gap include developing an
“in house” extended school year program
instead of utilizing the one offered through
Berkeley Heights, reducing the teaching
staff by 1.5 which will save approximately
$100,000 in salary and benefits and de-
creasing administrative costs and salaries
through the new organizational structure.

Additional sources of potential rev-
enue include approximately $150,000 in
state aid, $60,000 from the maintenance
reserve fund account, as well as $277,909
in projected excess fund balances from
prior years. Several board members ex-
pressed reluctance to use the state-autho-
rized bank caps or medical benefits waiv-
ers as they would require an increase in
residents taxes. Additional budget hear-
ings will be conducted over the next
several months and the final budget will
be finalized in early spring.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)

Nancy Lubarksy made a detailed presen-
tation regarding the district’s goals for
2019-2020. According to CSA Lubarsky,
the strategic plan for the upcoming year
includes operationalizing a data driven
program, which includes providing teach-
ers with additional professional training
and the continued use of data dashboards.
In addition, there will be an assessment of
the social and emotional well-being of all
students curriculum, introduced last year.
The program is designed to provide stu-
dents with the myriad of emotional tools
and skills they need to navigate the chal-
lenges of an increasingly complex and
academically rigorous environment.

Furthermore, the district will use the
dedicated funds, which were raised by the
Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO), to
install ceiling mounted projectors in all
classrooms and upgrade the STEM/
STEAM labs at Deerfield Elementary
School. It will also continue to coordinate
curriculum development with Berkeley
Heights to ensure that the schools in each
community have parallel programs so all
students are equally prepared for the rigors
of Governor Livingston High School.

Richard Noonan, interim Superinten-
dent for Berkeley Heights, attended the
meeting and updated the public on several
ongoing issues. Mr. Noonan advised that
interviews with candidates for the superin-
tendent position were ongoing and the dis-
trict was continuing to negotiate the terms
of a new contract with the teachers union.

In addition, he provided a detailed
outline of the actions, which have been or
will be taken to increase curriculum coor-
dination between Berkeley Heights and
Mountainside. These include the align-
ment of the seventh- and eighth-grade
math curriculums, coordinating the Lan-
guage Arts programs to support increased
commonality on the books and authors
studied, and teachers in the respective
schools observing each other’s classrooms
and collaborating so that they can “take
what’s best from both communities.” The
coordination program is presently focused
on the middle schools, but will be ex-
panded to grades K-5 this year.
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HEADED TO D.C....The Mayors Council Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control heads this week to Washington, D.C., to advocate for moving ahead with
the flood mitigation plan now before the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. They will
meet with U.S. Senators Robert Menendez and Cory Booker (both D-NJ) and
Congressmen Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerville) and Thomas Payne (D-10th,
Newark) to urge completion of the evaluation and the start of construction of the
mitigation projects.  The mayors also will visit the Army Corps’ Washington, D.C.
headquarters. The 2019 Mayors Council Mayors are: Cranford Mayor Patrick
Giblin, Kenilworth Mayor Anthony DeLuca, Millburn Mayor Diane Eglow,
Union Mayor Michele Delisfort, Rahway Mayor Raymond Giacobbe, Springfield
Mayor Erica Dubois and Maplewood Mayor Victor DeLuca.

Car Stop Leads to Handgun
Arrest In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department seized marijuana,
money and a loaded 9 mm handgun
during the course of a motor vehicle
stop on Springfield Avenue last Fri-
day, according to a press release is-
sued by the department.

According to police, Detective
William Pietrucha was conducting
traffic enforcement when he noticed
a 2017 Mazda being driven care-
lessly on Springfield Avenue near
North Union Avenue around 1:09 p.m.
Det. Pietrucha conducted a motor
vehicle stop and, after an investiga-
tion on scene, arrested the driver,
Shawn Mcleod, 23, of Irvington, for
suspected marijuana and a large sum
of cash found in his possession. Dur-
ing a search of the vehicle, Det.

Pietrucha then discovered a loaded 9
mm handgun with hollow-point am-
munition.

Mcleod was subsequently charged
with unlawful possession of a weapon,
possession of hollow-point bullets,
possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was processed and re-
manded to the Union County jail pend-
ing a detention hearing.

“This arrest marks the second gun
arrest from a motor vehicle stop we’ve
had in the past eight days,” Police
Chief Ryan Greco stated.

Chief Greco went on to praise Det.
Pietrucha’s efforts and reiterated,
“This is just another example of the
everyday dangers our officers are
exposed to.”

UC Means Green Grants
Applications Now Open

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that applications are now
open for the 2019 Union County
Means Green community garden
grants program. The program fosters
improved nutrition as well as new
opportunities for education, recre-
ation, social activities, community
service and neighborhood beautifi-
cation through the experience of grow-
ing fresh produce in local neighbor-
hoods.

The Union County Means Green
Community Garden Grants program
is funded by the Freeholder Board.
It was first established in 2016.
Since then, it has helped to trans-
form bare fields and empty lots into
thriving centers for community ac-
tivities, with thousands of pounds
of fresh produce raised for local
consumption and donated to local
food pantries.

Any Union County municipality
or local nonprofit organization with
501(c)3 tax exempt status is wel-
come to apply for a grant. Other
local civic groups may apply by des-
ignating a grant partner. The grant
partner must be a Union County
municipality or local 501(c)3 orga-
nization. Groups organized as LLCs
or other commercial entities are not
eligible to apply.

The grant covers a wide variety of
garden types. In addition to tradi-
tional soil-based gardens, eligible
garden types include, but are not lim-
ited to, hydroponic gardens, rooftop
gardens, vertical gardens, aeroponic

gardens, mushroom gardens, milk
crate gardens, pollinator gardens
(must include food-producing plants),
rain gardens (must include both pol-
linator-attracting and food-producing
plants), hay bale gardens, forest gar-
dens and more.

Applications for a 2019 grant are
due by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, April 2.
Union County will notify grant recipi-
ents on or about Thursday, April 11.

The non-profit organization
Groundwork Elizabeth has been
awarded a contract to administer
Union County Means Green on be-
half of the Freeholder Board.

For more details and a
downloadable application form, visit
ucnj.org/garden-grants, or contact
Groundwork Elizabeth at (908) 289-
0262 or
info@groundworkelizabeth.org.

County to Present Program
On Transgender Individuals
COUNTY — Parents and com-

munity members are invited to at-
tend a free educational presentation,
“What Parents Need to Know about
Transgender Individuals” being held
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 23, at
the John H. Stamler Police Academy
on the Union County Vo-Tech Cam-
pus, 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains.

The purpose of the presentation is
to help parents and other adults better
understand gender identity and
transgender issues, and to provide tips
on how to speak with children and

adolescents about these sensitive top-
ics, as well as addressing any questions
or concerns any attendee may have.

The presenter, Paula C. Rodriguez
Rust of Spectrum Diversity, LLC, is
a diversity educator and bullying
prevention consultant serving
schools, workplaces and commu-
nity and professional groups state-
wide.

“Parents want to know what to do
if a child’s classmate is transgender,
what to do if his/her own child is
transgender,” Ms. Rodriguez Rust
said. “My goal is to help parents
better understand what it means to
be a transgender person, and how
we know if a child is transgender.”

 “Today’s youth are exploring their
own gender identity in new ways, and
it is important to understand their
perspectives to the greatest degree
possible,” added Commission Co-
Chairman Mark Spivey, director of
communications for the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

The program, free and open to the
public, is co-sponsored by the Office of
the Union County Superintendent of
Schools and the Union County Office
of LGBTQ. For more information, con-
tact Karen Positan, Union County Hu-
man Rights Commission, at
kpositan@ucnj.org or (908) 889-9028.

.

Bill to Prevent Overcharging of E-Z
Customers Passes Assembly

Columbia Bank to Open 50th N.J. Branch;
Newark Office Features Full Service

FAIR LAWN — Thomas J. Kemly,
President and CEO of Columbia
Bank, is pleased to announce the grand
opening of their 50th full-service
branch location in New Jersey, lo-
cated at 905 Broad Street in Newark.
The new full-service branch is man-
aged by Ivetliz Army.

Official “Grand Opening” festivi-
ties will begin at 9 a.m. on Monday,
March 4, with special promotions, an
exclusive free gift given to the first
100 visitors and complimentary pro-
motional items, while supplies last.

Columbia’s grand opening promo-
tional specials include Free Business
Banking and Advantage Plus Check-
ing, each with the potential for $300
account opening bonuses; special high
yield Certificates of Deposit (CDs),
and a Kid’s Count Savings Account
with a matching contribution of up to
$100. As part of Columbia’s commu-
nity support efforts, for each new ac-
count opened and meeting certain de-
posit requirements through May 6,
2019, Columbia Bank will donate $10
to one of three Newark-based charities
or community organizations. In addi-
tion to the donations, the three desig-
nated organizations will receive added
bonuses of $2,500, $1,000 or $500,
depending on the final vote totals.

According to Mr. Kemly, “We look
forward to bringing full-service per-
sonal and business banking to New-
ark and its surrounding communities.
Columbia prides itself on offering an
impressive selection of convenient,
value-added banking services...from
traditional consumer passbook,
checking and savings accounts...to
loans and residential mortgages...to
online and mobile banking with free
applications that turn your mobile

device into your personal 24/7
banker...to commercial and SBA
loans, lines of credit and business
banking services designed to help
any business grow.” The bank also
offers retirement, health savings,
wealth management and title services.

Conveniently located, Columbia’s
Newark office has been designed
around an enhanced customer expe-
rience featuring the latest in banking
technology, including a video mes-
sage screen, digital rate display and
an “Intelligent ATM,” plus a modern
interior design, low profile service
units, private conference areas and a
coin counter. Mr. Kemly also noted
that “visitors to our new branch will
always receive quality services, sec-
ond to none!”

Serving New Jersey since 1927,
Columbia Bank has earned a 5-Star
(“Superior”) Rating from Bauer Fi-
nancial, Inc., their highest perfor-
mance ranking, indicating that the
bank is both financially sound and
has the resources to deal with a vari-
ety of economic conditions.

About Columbia Bank
Headquartered in Fair Lawn, N.J.,

Columbia Bank has an asset base of
more than $6.6 billion and 50 full-
service offices throughout New Jer-
sey. Columbia offers a wide range of
consumer and commercial products,
including online and mobile banking,
localized lending centers as well as
title, investment and wealth manage-
ment services. For more information
about Columbia Bank’s full line of
products and services, visit their
website at columbiabankonline.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

RECEIVING U.S., COUNTY FLAGS...Union County Freeholder Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski joins U.S. Congressman Tom Malinowski, fourth from left,
in presenting flags to members of the Model Railroad Club. Rep. Malinowski
presented an American flag that was flown over the U.S. Capitol in Washington,
D.C., while Freeholder Kowalski gave the club a Union County flag. The Model
Railroad Club, founded in 1949, is one of the largest model railroad clubs in
North America. It is located in Lenape Park in Union.

TRENTON – Legislation that calls
for the immediate notification of E-
ZPass customers of a toll fee cleared the
full Assembly on Monday by a 71-4
vote. Specifically, the bill (A-4971)
would require the New Jersey Turn-
pike Authority and the South Jersey
Transportation Authority to install and
operate, in each lane of every toll plaza
that uses E-ZPass, a device that trans-
mits immediate notification to a cus-
tomer with a system account when
passing through the toll plaza, to alert

the customer that the system has regis-
tered the customer’s account.

The notification may occur by elec-
tronic mail, a text message sent directly
to a customer’s mobile device, or
through a mobile application. The bill
would require the installation and op-
eration of devices at toll plazas on the
state’s three toll roads, the New Jersey
Turnpike, the Garden State Parkway
and the Atlantic City Expressway.

The measure now goes to the Sen-
ate for further review.
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vanglo – The West Indian name for

sesame
2. Dicastery – In ancient Athens, a

court of justice
3. Vansire – A small, weasel-like ani-

mal of Madagascar
4. Rapparee – A plunderer or robber

DEAURATE
1. To put on a pedestal; adore
2. Having a golden color
3. In mining, the process of removing,

filtering or separating gold from its impu-
rities

4. To convert or change the character
GOMPHIASIS

1. Looseness of the teeth
2. Constant wateriness of the eyes
3. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the nose or throat
4. The state of being afflicted with

boils
DAYSMAN

1. A doorman or valet
2. An umpire or mediator
3. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
4. A small suitcase

POCOSIN
1. A carefree person
2. A mountain retreat or resort
3. A marsh or swamp
4. A tobacco or money pouch

Rezoning Actions By Westfield Mayor
And Council Boggles The Mind

The only thing worse than the plan
that the Mayor and Town Council
devised to prevent a builder from
legally subdividing a lot on New En-
gland Drive was Mr. Rossi’s one-
sided coverage in his February 14th
article written for your paper. After a
request for a conforming subdivision
had been denied due to an incomplete
application, the Mayor and the coun-
cil decided to ram through a rezoning
of the block from RS-12 to RS-16 in
order to prevent what would other-
wise be a routine subdivision. The
article stated that Town Planner Don
Sammet analyzed the properties that
had “average lot frontage” of 122
feet.

Averages can be skewed by a few
properties that are well above the
average. In fact, a study by Sammet
also showed that three of the 24 lots
being rezoned are corner lots and
don’t even have New England Drive
addresses. The two corner lots with
Lamberts Mill Road addresses and
the one with a Willow Grove Park-
way address are contributing to the
“average” width being over 100 feet.

That study by Sammet also showed
that nine of the 24 lots don’t meet the
90-foot minimum width requirements
of the new RS-16 zone, nine of the 24
don’t meet the 16,000-square-foot
size requirements, and 11 of the 24
don’t meet the minimum depth re-
quirements. It’s bad enough that at
least 11 of the 24 lots won’t meet the
new RS-16 designation. Worse, as an
attorney at the meeting pointed out,
we don’t even know how many of the
lots became non-conforming under
the RS-16 designation since it wasn’t
stated whether the 11 that fail to meet
the minimum depth requirement also
encompass those nine that don’t meet
either the minimum square footage
and/or the minimum depth. Despite
these issues, there was absolutely no
discussion by the mayor and the coun-
cil before they voted to approve the
rezoning.

Based on the number of non-con-
forming lots under the re-zoning, it

boggles the mind that any competent
reporter wouldn’t challenge Mayor
Brindle’s comment that the 1991 zon-
ing not designating the block as RS-
16 was an oversight. Nor did your
reporter bother to ask how many of
the lots will fail to conform to the RS-
16 designation, or how many of the
current homes will now fail to adhere
to one or more of the new zoning
requirements, including side yard set-
backs.

It also boggles the mind that so
many of my neighbors think that hav-
ing a non-conforming and more re-
strictive lot is a good idea and will be
a positive for the block and their
home values.

Louis Ackerman
Westfield

The $42-Million Tax Westfielders Pay
To Union County Is Out Of Control

Good Afternoon Freeholder
Mouded.

To be clear, I am not asking for
Union County to write Westfield a
property tax check as I know this goes
against current tax laws. What I am
asking is simply that Union County
credit us back this amount (or portion
thereof) if said Union County proper-
ties in Westfield were occupied by
commercial entities (Reducing our
tax burden from $42 million to $41.3
million).

However, you are correct when you
say I have a misunderstanding. What
I don’t understand, like countless
Westfield residents, is our out of con-
trol taxes we pay to Union County for
very little value. (Certainly not any-
where near $42 million in value.)

But perhaps me and thousands of
other Westfield residents have this
wrong and there is great value.

As a next step, I would ask that the
appropriate people from Union

County attend one of our upcoming
council meetings and present how
this $42 million is spent/allocated.
Because what does not ring true are
your comments that the Union County
Freeholders “are a team committed to
serving all 500,000 plus residents of
this county” and “Our programs ben-
efit all parts of the county, with no one
left behind.”

Again, maybe we have this wrong
and the county coming in will demon-
strate otherwise.

I have copied our Town Adminis-
trator, Jim Gildea, who will work
with you to schedule time during pre-
sentations portion of our council
neetings.

Thanks in advance!
Frank Arena

Westfield Councilman

P.S. I’ve also copied Council-
woman Neylan who is the Vice-Chair
of the Finance Policy Committee.

Westfield’s Kim Mouded – New
Freeholder, Same Result

The editorial exchange between
Councilman Frank Arena of Westfield
and newly-elected county freeholder,
Kim Mouded, has been a must read
for concerned Union County taxpay-
ers. My take away so far is that Coun-
cilman Arena understands the ridicu-
lous tax burden the county freeholder
board imposes on us residents. Kim
Mouded on the other hand is sadly
not the breath of fresh air people had
hoped for, but appears to be just the
latest replacement gear in the 9-0
Democrat Freeholder tax-and-spend
machine that has controlled the county
from Elizabeth since the late 90’s.

Frank Arena is doing his best to
play David against the tone-deaf
Goliath that is the freeholder board,
attempting to restore power to the
people of his town by refusing to give
the county the money they’ve de-
manded. Meanwhile, Kim Mouded
doesn’t see any issue with the $42-
million levy imposed on her Town of
Westfield. In her first few weeks in
office, I guess she doesn’t see the
value in reducing the overlapping and
likely redundant duties carried out by
both the Sheriff’s Department and
County Police or investigating ways
the county Department of Public
Works can do a better job of working
with municipal DPW’s to reduce du-
plicate services or to better leverage
each other.

It’s also clear that Kim isn’t inter-
ested in the value of bringing in private
enterprise, and how much of a pivotal

an impact that would have on the local
economy. In New York, local Demo-
crats scared away billions of dollars
and tons of jobs when they ran Ama-
zon out of town. Here in Union County,
Kim and the Democrats don’t seem to
be faring much better to bring in new
businesses that could help balance our
county checkbook. In a town reeling
from the loss of Lerner David, the
addition of a new corporate resident
would mean a lot to the taxpayers of
Westfield, but with the county tax bur-
den as it is, we just aren’t that attractive
to new business.

Freeholder Mouded lauds the di-
versity of the freeholder board com-
ing from different towns, ethnicities,
races, religious backgrounds, etc. and
that’s a great thing reflective of Union
County. Unfortunately, that’s where
the diversity ends with this board, as
the approach to running county gov-
ernment is the same among all nine
members – no challenge or differ-
ence of opinion to the usual order of
business and burgeoning taxes. I
thought there could be a chance that
Kim Mouded might break the mold
of Chairman “Nick Scutari’s” wing
of the Democratic Party, but after her
last editorial, she’s proven herself as
more of the same, and that sucks for
the rest of us county residents.

Joe Sarno
Scotch Plains

Former Garwood Councilman
2018 Candidate for Union County

Freeholder

I Decline To Take The
Annual Stipend

I read with great interest your edi-
torial last week about state legislation
to prohibit local elected officials from
receiving retroactive pay raises. I
agree that no elected official should
be able to give themselves retroactive
raises and that raises should be lim-
ited to percentage caps. Politics
should be about service, not self-
enrichment.

When comparing the salaries of
local elected officials, the editorial
stated that “the five members of the
Scotch Plains Township Council, in-
cluding the mayor, each receive a
$6,000 annual stipend.” While it is
true that I am entitled to the $6,000
annual stipend, I want to remind The
[SP-F] Times and our residents that I
voluntarily decline to take the annual
stipend. I don’t even cash the manda-
tory $1 check that the township must
send me each year. I believe that as
long as Scotch Plains operates under
its current form of government with
part-time elected officials, we should
change our salary ordinance to match
neighboring towns like Westfield and
Fanwood where elected officials re-
ceive $1 annually.

At a recent event, a resident ap-
proached me and thanked me for be-
ing a part-time mayor who serves full
time. I appreciated the recognition,
and it makes me want to work harder
for the people of Scotch Plains. Scotch
Plains is at a pivotal junction with
implementing downtown redevelop-
ment and affordable housing, and I
will continue to serve the people of
Scotch Plains with 100 percent dedi-
cation at no cost to taxpayers.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

Cranford Residents Should Feel
Free to Comment on ‘Reimagining’

State Legislators Need to Address
Affordable-Housing Issues

The old saying, “you can’t fight city hall” appar-
ently seems to be running true in Cranford when it
comes to residents expressing their views on the
controversial “Reimagining” plan being proposed
by Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D.
Over the past few months we have received a num-
ber of emails on this topic. Some have accused this
newspaper of somehow being in cahoots with oppo-
nents of the proposal. Nothing could be further from
the truth. We have not taken a position on
Reimagining.

The main purpose for the Reimagining proposal,
according to school officials, is to create a tuition-
free full-day kindergarten in the township. The dis-
trict currently offers a fee-based kindergarten pro-
gram at a cost of $680 per month per child. Cranford
currently has eight schools: Cranford High School,
Bloomingdale Avenue School (kindergarten to grade
2), Brookside Place School (kindergarten to grade
5), Livingston Avenue School (grades 3 to 5), Or-
ange Avenue School (grades 3 to 8), Walnut Avenue
School (kindergarten to grade 2), Hillside Avenue
School (kindergarten to grade 8) and Lincoln School
(home to the district’s achievement programs.)

The latest proposal includes 10 different plans.
The original proposal would create four kindergar-
ten to grade 2 schools, one school for grades 3 to 5,
and one middle school for grades 6 to 8.

Reimagining would do away with neighborhood
schools for grades 3 to 8 and would cost the average
assessed home $267 in taxes per year. Plan 10,
which provides full-day kindergarten and additional
spaces at each elementary school, would cost $362
in annual taxes. Plans 2 through 9 would range from
$415 to $518 in annual taxes. Each total cost with all
10 plans includes a $170 annual tax for a capital
improvement bond for facility upgrades that have
been deferred.

Members of the community who either oppose or
support the plan are nervous about being quoted on
this story. Of the nine residents we reached out to for
a story published in our February 21 issue, only four
would talk to us. Why is that? Also, what is the board
of education’s position on this plan?

We welcome comments from Cranford Board of
Education members as well as residents stating their
position on Reimagining Cranford Public Schools.
Do residents without kids differ on the issue?

The wide-ranging and complex issues surround-
ing affordable housing in New Jersey remained in
the spotlight locally last week, as elected municipal
officials discussed petitioning state legislators to
address current mandates regarding towns’ afford-
able-housing obligations.

Since 2015 the courts have set forth guidelines for
New Jersey municipalities regarding affordable-hous-
ing quotas, compelling towns to accept higher-density
residential developments than they might otherwise
have permitted or else face builder’s remedy lawsuits.

In multiple communities within our readership
area, such developments already have been pro-
posed, are pending or completed. Among them are
large-scale residential projects in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Cranford, Garwood and Mountainside, with
a portion of the units within these developments
designated as affordable.

While acknowledging that the need for affordable
housing in New Jersey is a valid one, municipal
government leaders and taxpayers alike are deeply
concerned about the scope of the developments
coming to their communities and their potential
impact upon traffic, school districts, infrastructure
and emergency services.

In Scotch Plains, an affordable-housing advisory
committee was formed two months ago to advise the
township governing body on affordable-housing
matters. As its inaugural goals, the committee hopes
to raise public awareness about how the township
will fulfill its obligation, educate residents on the

process and formulate a plan to lobby state lawmak-
ers to come up with a solution that better enables
communities to manage their affordable-housing
responsibilities.

During his address to the Union County Young
Republicans last week, Scotch Plains Mayor
Alexander Smith, who chairs his township’s afford-
able-housing advisory committee, advocated for a
bipartisan effort among municipalities to have the
state Legislature — rather than the courts — oversee
towns’ affordable-housing obligations.

Both Mayor Smith and Deputy Mayor Joshua
Losardo, who is vice-chairman of the advisory panel,
expressed these sentiments at the February 13 meet-
ing of the committee. Mayor Smith said that while
the township government supports affordable hous-
ing, there needs to be a “reasonable process” for
meeting this need. Mr. Losardo said the committee
hopes state legislators will come up with a solution
to affordable-housing obligations that is more “town-
specific” instead of what he characterized as a “one-
size-fits-all” philosophy being applied by the courts.

We concur that a bipartisan effort is needed to deal
with affordable housing in New Jersey, and also that
state legislators need to actively address issues that
can potentially create hardships for municipalities
as they struggle to meet their obligations now and in
future years. Affordable housing is a necessity and
a responsibility that communities share, but one that
should be achievable without sacrificing quality of
life.

Report on the Impacts of a Partial
Shutdown of the Trans-Hudson Tunnel

NEW YORK -- The Regional Plan
Association leadership is heading to
Washington, D.C. this week to present
its findings on Capitol Hill and call
for Gateway Tunnel funding.

A shutdown without a new tunnel
would cost the national economy $16
billion, reduce home values by $22 bil-
lion, and lead to decreased economic
productivity, job losses, increased con-
gestion and crashes across the north-
eastern United States.

Shutting down the Hudson River tun-
nels to repair the damage caused by
Superstorm Sandy without having new
tunnels already built would have far-
reaching consequences across many sec-
tors of our regional and national
economy, according to a new report re-
leased by civic organization Regional
Plan Association and Arup, a multina-
tional professional services firm.

The report, entitled A Preventable Cri-
sis: The Economic and Human Costs of
a Hudson River Rail Tunnel Shutdown,
details the human and economic toll of a
partial Hudson River tunnel shutdown
without the alternative that a new, fully-
funded Gateway project would provide.

The report’s findings are bleak, and among
the most robust research on the implications
of not fully funding Gateway to date:

A partial shutdown of the tunnels
would mean dramatically expanded com-
mute and travel times and increased con-
gestion on public transportation and al-
ready stressed roadways and airports,
leading to increased business and con-
sumer costs, job loss, home devaluation,
and health risks.

Effects of a four-year shutdown would
cost the national economy $16 billion,
$1.5 billion in federal tax revenue, and
$1 billion in state tax revenue outside of

New York and Jersey.
“This report is the most definitive

wakeup call about what we could face if
even just one existing tunnel is taken out
of service and the dire implications of not
moving forward immediately on the Gate-
way project,” stated Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, president of the New Jer-
sey League of Municipalities. “Every mu-
nicipality, whether a large urban area or
small suburban town, will suffer steep
declines in home values, revenue, and
ability to attract businesses and invest-
ments. Thousands of new transit-oriented
residential units will lose their appeal,
further devastating communities and
downtown business districts. The poten-
tial to devastate our region and millions
of residents, workers and visitors is fright-
ening and very real. The existing tunnels
are on borrowed time.”
About Regional Plan Association:
The Regional Plan Association is an

independent, not-for-profit civic orga-
nization that develops and promotes
ideas to improve the economic health,
environmental resiliency and quality of
life of the New York metropolitan area.
We conduct research on transportation,
land use, housing, good governance and
the environment. We advise cities, com-
munities and public agencies. And we
advocate for change that will contribute
to the prosperity of all residents of the
region. Since the 1920s, RPA has pro-
duced four landmark plans for the re-
gion, the most recent was released in
November 2017. For more information,
please visit www.rpa.org or
fourthplan.org.

Raritan Valley Line
Mayor Robert Fazen, Bound Brook

Mayor Colleen Mahr, Fanwood
Mayor Shelley Brindle, Westfield

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe
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To Defend Our Nation Against All
Enemies Foreign And/Or Domestic

Mobile Meals Of Westfield Are
Neighbors Helping Neighbors

As the newly elected board presi-
dent of the Mobile Meals of Westfield,
I’d like to thank Mr. Corbin for his
shout out to our service in the Febru-
ary 7, 2019 Leader editorial. Unlike
Meals on Wheels, which is a federal
program for which one must qualify,
our daily meal delivery service is a
local, community-based service avail-
able to any of our neighbors in
Westfield, Clark, Cranford, Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains.

If your readers know anyone who
would benefit from having hot meals
delivered, please call us at (908) 233-
6146.

With only two employees, our or-
ganization is run primarily by volun-
teers like myself. We are always look-
ing for new drivers. The routes start at
10:45 a.m. and usually take a little
over an hour. Even one day a month
would be helpful as we have six  daily
routes requiring volunteer drivers. If
you have that time available and would
like to check out this community ser-
vice, please email us at
mobilemealswestfield@hotmail.com.

I have been driving for Mobile
Meals for almost 20 years and find
my visits with my clients both fulfill-
ing and enjoyable. We also currently

have a board position available as our
fundraising chairperson; if interested,
readers should contact me at the same
mobile meals email address above.

Finally, while our clients do pay for
our service, the fees cover just shy of
60 percent of our costs. We do re-
ceive several generous grants, how-
ever donations are what keep us alive
and allow us to keep our meal fees
low for our clients. If you can’t offer
time as a driver, perhaps a donation
could be your way of contributing to
this small, local community service.
Donations payable to Mobile Meals
of Westfield may be sent to Mobile
Meals, 170 Elm St, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

We are neighbors helping neigh-
bors, as Mr. Corbin noted, and wel-
come any and all participation — an
hour a month, a small donation —
every effort matters to our housebound
friends. Thanks again to The Leader
for shedding light on our organiza-
tion.

Ruth Maloney
Westfield

To the Atheist Scientist With
Stardust In His Eyes

To certain readers the subject mat-
ter of atheism versus Godism does
not make for leisure reading. An athe-
ist and scientist, who justifiably claims
to have come from stardust, responded
to my previous letter in which I pro-
posed that teachers have an obliga-
tion to broaden the subject matter
regarding science and evolution along
with their profound accompanying
mysteries where the scientific method,
that truth can only be known by quan-
titative methods, cannot remotely take
us. It was as simple as that.

An atheistic scientist, instead, with
classic sophomoric and faulty rea-
soning, delivered a group-think, boiler
plate atheistic defense of the glories
of the scientific method. He may have
come from stardust, but somehow it
got into his eyes.

He also stated that he has a moral
obligation to encourage his children
to be atheists and not, instead, to have
an open mind. I’m curious to know
about their mother? Does she agree?

In order to counter the growing
influence of atheism in our educa-
tional and media systems, I wrote the
book, Maybe-Ism: The Emoji Brain
in Search of a Personal God, in which,
emphasizing an empirical approach,
I attempt to persuasively counter the
clever, emotion-based arguments of
atheists. I would suggest that the
stardust man read it, if he is so in-
clined.

If not, I was impressed by his lack
of vituperative language common to
his species. He seems like a nice guy
who merits salvation. Some believe
that Dante’s Purgatory may exist
where good, but misguided folks,
including well – meaning atheists,
can spend many years there until
prayers by their loved ones will, led
by the great Roman poet, Virgil, de-
liver them through the pearly gates
of heaven where Beatrice will take
over and introduce them to a per-
sonal God.

Many distinguished scientists, such
as Francis Collins, the director of the

National Institutes of Health, who is
also a physician, fervently believe in
a personal God. Also, David Hume,
the great atheistic philosopher who
ranks as the number one favorite
among Western philosophers fol-
lowed by my favorite, Aristotle, in a
moment of clarity wrote, “Certitude
is for fools.”

Parents must be aware that athe-
ists, now largely unopposed and
spurred by rapidly expanding desta-
bilizing technology in all walks of
life, are increasingly cleverly infect-
ing and undermining the minds of
the young. The parents must gather
together, as many advocate groups
are doing in our country with a myriad
of objectives and step to the plate to
disrobe the hormonal, undisciplined
atheistic arguments. And the good
news is that it’s not difficult to do.
All that is required is the will to enter
the battle.

Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

Democratic Representative Tomasz
P. Malinowski has made a public spec-
tacle of himself just like the “Great
Brain” Alexandria Ocasio Cortez by
citing the U.S. Constitution in his
opposition of President Donald J.
Trump’s building of a wall to safe-
guard our nation against the human
sewage aka the alleged refugee
caravan’s attempting to invade our
southern border.

Malinowski forgets that President
Trump as Commander in Chief has a
duty to defend our sovereign nation
against all enemies, foreign and/or
domestic.

Even Malinowski’s homeland of
Poland has enacted a strict immigra-
tion and border defense policy which
resulted in a peaceful environment
and holiday season for its citizens
while all across Europe there were
riots, terrorist incidents, and mayhem

from the human sewage posing as
refugees in their respective nations.
All of our ancestors including mine,
from the Ukraine and Sicily, came
here to seek a better life, learn the
language, and contribute to our na-
tion through hard work and
assimiltiation. The human sewage that
Malinowski and his liberal Demo-
cratic carpetbaggers want to welcome
in are nothing more than a permanent
underclass dependent upon
Malinowski and co.’s mess of pottage
in exchange for votes.

In closing, Malinowski’s and co.’s
logic can be summed up by what writer
Robert A. Heinlein opined as “Zero
plus Zero equals Zero. It’s all very
funny if only one knew how to laugh.”

James Kurdyla
Clark

Letters to the Editor

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REBID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Board of Education will receive
bids for Interior Door Replacement and
Related Work at Three District Schools,
together with all work incidental hereto, in
accordance with the requirements of the
drawings and specifications prepared by
Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD)
Architects-Planners, FVHD Project No.
5073B,G,J.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED FOR:
SINGLE OVERALL CONTRACT

(C008 OR C009 WITH C047)

Sealed bids are due by March 19,
2019, 2:00 PM to the Westfield Board of
Education, attention of Ms. Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator, Room 101, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090,
and will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, www.fvhdpc.com, and
may be inspected by prospective bidders
during regular business hours. Any bidder
should contact the Architect’s Office at
(609) 883-7101 to confirm availability of
documents. Bid Documents will be avail-
able from the Architect for a non-refund-
able fee of $100.00 for disk or upon de-
posit of $150.00 for each paper set, checks
payable to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie,
P.C. If contractor requests shipping, a di-
rect shipping account number must be
provided to the Architect and for paper
sets, a separate non-refundable handling
fee of $25.00 per set payable in advance.
Deposits will be refunded only if the bid
documents are returned in whole in good
condition, bound in proper order, un-
marked and returned within ten (10) days
after the opening of bids, by a Bidder
submitting a bona fide bid. Bidders should
only rely on original digital and paper ver-
sions of the bidding contract documents
obtained directly from the Architect’s of-
fice. All questions must be sent only via
mail or facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with
the job number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
separate sealed envelope addressed to
the owner; bearing the name and address
of the bidder written on the face of the
envelope; and clearly marked “BID” with
the contract title and/or bid number on the
outside of the envelope and must be ac-
companied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Owner for not less than ten percent
(10%) of the amount of the bid, but in no
case in excess of $20,000.00; and must be
delivered to the above place on or before
the hour named. The Board of Education

and the Architect assume no responsibility
for bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-26, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000.  Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate may
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum.  Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144
and with the three highest rating catego-
ries of rating companies nationally recog-
nized and listed as per Appendix A (go to
www.nj.gov/dobi/surety.htm).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. the “Public Schools
Contracts Law.”

This project is subject to the New Jersey
Prevailing Wage Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27
et seq.

Per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44(b) all contractors
and subcontractors must provide a Busi-
ness Registration Certificate prior to con-
tract award.

“The Public Works Contractor Registra-
tion Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.
199, c.238) requires bidders and their sub-
contractors to be registered with the New
Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce
Development and to possess a current
certificate by said Department indicating
compliance with the Act prior to the time
and date that bids are received.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject all
bids or to waive any minor informalities in
the bidding in accordance with applicable
law.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $115.77

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

CASE # PB19-02

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, NOTICE is hereby
given that 345 South Avenue, LLC, Appli-
cant, has filed a request for waiver of Site
Plan application (Case #PB19-2) pursu-
ant to Borough of Garwood Land Use
Code §16-73. The Applicant seeks to
change the use of the second and third
floors from office to residential/apartment,
a permitted use. The application does not
change the foot print of the existing struc-
ture. The property is designated Block
404, Lot 3, and in the General Business
District as shown on the Borough of
Garwood Tax Map. The property has an
address of 345 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

The Planning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this application on March 13,
2019 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers
of the Municipal Building, 403 South Av-
enue, Garwood, New Jersey. Any person
or persons affected by this application will
have an opportunity to present any objec-
tions to the application. The Board does,
however, have the right to exclude repeti-
tious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public, Monday
through Friday, between the hours of 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM in the office of the Municipal
Clerk, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey.

Applicant:
345 South Avenue, LLC

1515 East Elizabeth Avenue
Linden, New Jersey 07036

Attorney for Applicant:
Richard J. Brightman, Esq.
23 North Avenue, East
Cranford New Jersey 07016
1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $39.27

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
EXTENSION AWARD

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15, the
Township of Cranford has been autho-
rized to enter into an extension of a con-
tract agreement between the Township of
Cranford and Bagel Giant Café & Cater-
ing. Such Contract and Resolution No.
2019-130 are available for public inspec-
tion at the office of the Municipal Clerk:

Awarded to: Bagel Giant Café & Cater-
ing

Property Address: 31 Newark Bay Court,
Bayonne, New Jersey 07002

Period: One Year Extension for the 2019
Season

Date: February 19, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC

Township Clerk
1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Township Clerk will receive propos-
als for the concession rights for the Cranford
Canoe Club in the Township of Cranford
on March 14th, 2019 at 10:00 am, in Room
108, in the Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey.

Specifications and proposal forms may
be obtained in the Office of the Township
Clerk, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

All proposals shall be submitted in an
opaque sealed envelope clearly marked,
“Concession Rights for the Cranford Ca-
noe Club”, with the applicant’s name, ad-
dress and telephone number.

Proposals must be accompanied by a
certified check or cashier’s check payable
to the Township of Cranford in the amount
of $1,000.00.

Applicants are required to comply with
the Affirmative Action requirements of
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

The Township of Cranford reserves the
right to reject any or all proposals as in its
judgment may be deemed to be in the
best interest of the Township of Cranford.
The Township of Cranford also reserves
the right to waive any minor irregularity or
technicality.

Patricia Donahue
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 19-02

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING AN
AMENDMENT TO CERTAIN
PROVISIONS OF THE LAND
USE ORDINANCE TO REVISE
ZONING REGULATIONS
PERTAINING TO EATING
AND DRINKING ESTABLISH-
MENTS.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
19-02, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2019.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 02/28/19, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough Council of
the Borough of Garwood, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey on February
14, 2019 and the 20-day period of limita-
tion within which a suit, action or proceed-
ing questioning the validity of such ordi-
nance can be commenced, as provided in
the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from
the date of the first publication of this
statement. Copies of the full ordinance are
available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for
members of the general public who re-
quest the same. The summary of the terms
of such bond ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 19-01

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUI-
SITION OF A NEW STREET
SWEEPER IN, BY AND FOR
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $280,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAY-
MENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE IS-
SUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of a new street
sweeper for the use of the Department of
Public Works in, by and for the Borough.

Appropriation:  $280,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $266,600
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $5,000
Useful Life: 15 years

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $47.94

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
March 11, 2019, in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

George Rizk, 370 Orenda Circle. Ap-
plicant is seeking approval to install roof-
top solar panels contrary to Section
13.07E4a of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance does not allow solar panels to
be located on street facing roof planes or
street facing facades. Proposed are solar
panels on the street facing roof plane.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2125

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
2011 ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE FIXING THE SALA-
RIES OF CERTAIN EMPLOY-
EES OF THE POLICE AND
FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD AND
VARIOUS AMENDMENTS
THERETO.”

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
February 26, 2019.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Timmerman Equip-
ment Company, P.O. Box 71, Whitehouse,
New Jersey 08888

NATURE OF SERVICES: Amend con-
tract for purchase Altec Industries Model
LR-7-60-E70 Aerial Lift with Forestry Body
to include T-66 Through Box

DURATION: 2018
AMOUNT: Original award amount:

$153,499.53 charged to S.O. 2215, under
Purchase Order #03727 and Educational
Services Commission Cooperative Pric-
ing System, ESCNJ Co-Op
#65MCESCCPS, Bid #ESCNJ 17/18-30.

Amendment to contract to include T-66
Through Box: $9,394.45 to be charged to
Capital Account C-07-18-221-5A3, under
Purchase Order PO #18-03727.

Total cost: $162,893.98
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2127

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD RELATED TO
CONSTRUCTION FENCING

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
February 26, 2019.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that due to inclement
weather on February 20, 2019, the appli-
cation on the request to rezone 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, by Hartz Mountain, Inc., un-
der PBA 17-00004 will be carried to the
next regularly scheduled meeting of the
Planning Board on March 6th 2019.

The workshop portion of the meeting will
be held at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing, Room 108 with the public meeting
commencing at 8 p.m. in Room 107.

Donna Pedde
Secretary

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $15.30



Page 6  Thursday, February 28, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –
Dennis Anthony Pedicini, 79,
Active Community Member

Dennis A. Pedicini

Dennis Anthony Pedicini, 79,
passed away peacefully, with family
by his side, on Saturday, February
16, 2019. Born in Trenton, N.J., to
the late Anthony and Elizabeth
“Betty” Pedicini, he re-
sided in Scotch Plains
for almost 50 years, be-
fore moving to Lake
Lorelei in Fayetteville,
Ohio, and more recently
Coconut Creek, Fla.

Dennis graduated
from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School
in 1957 and attended
Seton Hall University.
For over 30 years, he
and his wife, Judy,
owned and operated
the Scotch Plains
children’s clothing
store “Stork Fair.” He
later worked at Tire Associates in
Green Brook and Chester, N.J. Den-
nis was very involved in his com-
munities, serving in numerous ways
for many years: Scotch Plains
Businessmen’s Association (Cor-
responding/Public Relations Sec-
retary 1965), 30-year member
Scotch Plains Lions Club (Presi-
dent 1971-72), Scotch Plains
Midget League Basketball Direc-
tor (1975), Scotch Plains Commu-
nity Fund In-Town Business Chair-
man (1977), Scotch Plains Inde-
pendent Men’s Softball League
(President 1979; League Director
1986-1990), Scotch Plains Police
Department Juvenile Diversion
Program (Sentencing Panel) ,
SPFHS DECA (Business Mentor),
YMCA (Board Member 1979-1980
and Organizing Member, Platform
Tennis Travel Club 1985), Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission
(Chairman 1983-1984), and as an
accredited high school and youth

soccer referee and men’s slow pitch
softball umpire. In Ohio, he volun-
teered for 15 years as a Marshall
for the Western & Southern Tennis
Open (13-year Captain) and was a

member of the Lake
Lorelei  Advisory
Board. In Florida, he
was an enthusiastic par-
ticipant in the Wymoor
Community Pickleball
Association and greatly
enjoyed playing golf
with his buddies.

He is survived by his
loving wife of 57 years,
Judith “Judy” (Miller);
his devoted children,
Diane Pedicini Duvall
and her husband, Marty,
and Jeff Pedicini and
his wife, Patricia, and
his four cherished

grandchildren, Cameron, Carly,
Megan and Nicole. He is also sur-
vived by his dear brother, Richard
Pedicini of Berkeley Heights, N.J.;
several brother and sister-in-laws;
numerous cousins, nieces and neph-
ews, and a treasure-trove of won-
derful friends, including a very spe-
cial waddle of Penguins.

A remembrance visitation will
be held on Saturday, March 2, 2019,
from 2 to 5 p.m., at Memorial Fu-
neral Home in Fanwood, N.J., with
a separate service to follow this
spring in Ohio.

The family would like to give a
special thanks to their Lake Lorelei
friends who provided Dennis much
support, companionship and con-
tinued good humor this winter and
would suggest any memorial dona-
tions for Dennis be directed to the
V Foundation for Cancer Research,
www.jimmyv.org, or Hospice of
Cincinnati in Blue Ash, Ohio.

February 28, 2019

Seniors to Be Given Tips On
Getting Good Night’s Sleep
WESTFIELD — An informa-

tional program entitled “Still
Dreaming of a Good Night’s Sleep”
for senior citizens will take place
on Tuesday, March 5, at 11:30 a.m.
It will be held at The Senior Re-
source Center at The Lavy House,
located at 748 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

The program will be presented
by Jewish Family Service (JFS) of
Central New Jersey nurse Kathleen
McMahon, Ed.M. A light lunch will
be served during this event and
dietary laws will be observed.

Many older adults develop sleep
problems as they age. They may
begin to have a harder time falling
asleep, and start waking up more
often during the night and earlier
in the morning. There is lots of
time in bed tossing and turning,
resulting in daytime exhaustion. A
restful night may become a thing of
the past.

In this presentation, Ms.
McMahon will discuss strategies
that individuals can employ toward
achieving that longed-for good
night’s sleep.

Ms. McMahon is a seasoned reg-
istered nurse who has experience
working in both hospital and com-
munity health nurse settings. She
was instrumental in implementing
the JFS Care Transitions program
with Trinitas Regional Medical
Center and Holy Redeemer.

The Senior Resource Center at
The Lavy House is a joint venture
between Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey and Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield. Programs
are free of charge and open to the
entire community.

Registration is recommended if
planning to attend this program. In-
terested persons are asked to email
info@jfscentralnj.com or call (908)
352-8375.

Westfield Hall of Fame Committee Announces 2019 Inductees

HONORING SOME OF WESTFIELD’S BEST...Members of the 2019 Hall of
Fame Committee of the Westfield Historical Society ponder their selection
decisions during a recent committee meeting held at the Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joan L. Smith,
chairperson; Gail Stock, Barbara Hale, Sherry Cronin, Ginny Leiz, Don
Mokrauer, Ginny Rorden and Carol Tener.

By JOAN LOWELL SMITH

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Hall of Fame Committee has an-
nounced the 12 2019 Hall of Fame
honorees to be inducted during a
gala ceremony in September. Can-
didates were chosen by the 11-mem-
ber Hall of Fame Selection Com-
mittee, in conjunction with
Westfield Historical Society mem-
bers and the general public. Joan
Lowell Smith, chairperson of the
Hall of Fame Committee, said that
this is the largest number of new
entrants into the Hall of Fame since
the Westfield Hall of Fame incep-
tion in 2008. Of the 71 individuals
considered this year, those who did
not earn enough points for induc-
tion will still be eligible for the next
Hall of Fame Awards.

Candidates, representing a wide
spectrum of occupations, must be
current or previous residents of
Westfield who have made signifi-
cant impacts on the town, state and,
often, the nation, through their ac-
complishments. The committee re-
views all submitted contenders be-
fore all votes are tallied to arrive at
the 12 inductees, listed with brief
descriptions of their achievements
which will be expanded at the
awards ceremony. Details of the spe-
cial guest presenters, ticket prices,
location and program will be re-
leased in the months ahead.

Rabbi Charles Kroloff served
Temple Emanu-El for 59 years, 36
as senior rabbi, transforming it into
the largest Reform congregation in
New Jersey. In addition to leading
several major Jewish organizations,
he was president of the Westfield
Foundation and remains active in
Temple Emanu-El.

Bill Shepherd has served as chair-
man of Chemical Bank NJ and presi-
dent/CEO of Horizon Bancorp. He
was president of the Chamber of
Commerce and has served on boards
of the United Fund, Fairview Cem-
etery and Westfield Foundation.

Gail Cassidy, author of numerous
motivational books, taught high

school English, was an instructor/
manager for IBM, and an instructor
for Dale Carnegie before serving as
president of seven Westfield orga-
nizations, including the Board of
Education, the Westfield Founda-
tion and Rotary. She was creator
and instructor of mentoring and anti-
bullying programs locally and in
inner-city schools. She co-writes a
monthly electronic newsletter, Re-
tired-Next Phase.com.

Betty List (1926-2017) served
three terms as a councilwoman. At
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, she was a deacon, trustee,
usher, Sunday school teacher and
on the worship committee. She
chaired Westfield’s Public Safety
Council and served on boards of the
town Republican Committee,
Women’s Republican Club, Union
County Republican Committee and
League of Women Voters.

Robert Brewster (1929-2010), a
star athlete named UNICO Man of
the Year, was recognized twice as a
“model citizen” by the New Jersey
Senate and Assembly. He founded
and managed the Westfield Basket-
ball Clinic and served on the Town
Recreation board for 10 years.

Saul Drittel, owner of Milady’s
store for 40 years, has been in com-
mercial real estate with Coldwell
Banker for many years. He was Vol-
unteer Promotions chairman of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.
He has devoted 30 years to the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce as a board member, re-
tail chair and president.

The Farley Family:
Katherine Farley is board chair-

woman of Lincoln Center for the
Performing Arts. She was named
the “12th Most Powerful Woman in
New York” by Crain’s New York
Business. She also has served on
the board of the New York Philhar-
monic. Currently she is senior man-
aging director of Tishman Speyer.

Dr. Thomas Farley, a pediatri-
cian, was Health Commissioner of
New York City. Prior to that post, he

served with the Centers for Disease
Control’s Epidemic Intelligence
Service. His articles on Legion-
naires’ disease, prevention of HIV/
STDs, infant mortality and obesity
have been published widely.

Three additional Farleys will
share the award.

Charles H. Darsh (1869-1939)
was an architect who designed the
Westfield Firehouse and
Mindowaskin Park. He gained in-
ternational prominence for design-
ing the Montreal railway station,
the Frontenac hotel and elaborate
private homes.

Paul Robeson (1898-1976), an
athlete, singer, lawyer, actor and
activist, lived his formative years in
Westfield, attending McKinley
School. His father was pastor of St.
Luke A.M.E. Zion Church before
the family moved to Somerville,
where Paul graduated from high
school. He earned a full scholarship
to Rutgers, where he became an All
American in both football and track,
graduating as valedictorian. This
year Rutgers celebrates the 100th
anniversary of his graduation.

George and Joan (Jody) Melloan:
Joan (Jody) Melloan (1926-2017)

wrote for the magazines Horizon,
Americana and American Way and
newspapers including the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, Miami Herald and
The New York Times. She also taught
management training at Kean Uni-
versity. She was a master gardener as
well.

George Melloan, editor and col-
umnist for The Wall Street Journal
for 54 years, served as deputy editor,
covered international events and was
editor of the editorial page, where his
weekly column, “Global View,” ap-
peared. He continues to write op-ed
pieces for the Journal. He and his
wife co-authored “The Carter
Economy.” Mr. Melloan also authored
“The Great Money Binge,” “Advan-
tage of Supply Side Economics” and
last year, “Free People, Free Mar-
kets.” Mr. Melloan has earned nu-
merous writing awards.

Lawrence G. Foster (1925-2013)
was a reporter for the Newark News,
then bureau chief and night editor
before heading public relations for
Johnson & Johnson, retiring 33 years
later as corporate Vice President of
Public Relations. His expert han-
dling of the infamous Tylenol trag-
edy in 1982 set the “gold standard”
in crisis management. Mr. Foster was
named one of the “Ten Most Influen-
tial Public Relations Executives of
the 20th Century” by PR Week.

Betty Pate (1926-1983) was di-
rector of the Union County Cultural
and Heritage Advisory Board. She
chaired Westfield’s Bicentennial
Committee and was active in the
Miller-Cory House Museum resto-
ration. She won the New Jersey His-
torical Commission’s 1981 award
for distinguished service to state
history. She also was known for
sharing “ghost” tales of alleged
haunted houses in the area.

Inductees receive a framed cer-
tificate and are permanently hon-

ored at the Reeve History and Cul-
tural Resource Center with an en-
graved Westfield Hall of Fame
plaque listing major achievements
and a photo image.

The 2019 Westfield Hall of Fame
Selection Committee includes
Sherry Cronin, Donald Mokrauer,
Virginia Rorden, Gail Stock, Bar-
bara Hale, Ginny Leiz, Lowell
Schantz, Carol Tener, Glen Dumont,
Nancy Humphrey and Joan Lowell
Smith (chairperson).

The Westfield Historical Society
established the Westfield Hall of
Fame in 2008. Since 1968, the
501(c)(3) non-profit Westfield His-
torical Society has worked to pre-
serve, interpret and encourage inter-
est in history, Westfield and its resi-
dents through educational efforts and
community outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Hall of Fame, the Westfield
Historical Society and its events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and the
organization on Facebook.

Health Screenings Open
To Cranford Residents

CRANFORD — Adult health
screenings for residents served by
the Madison Health Department will
be held in March. Those 18 years of
age and older are invited to “know
their numbers” for cholesterol, trig-
lycerides, glucose and several other
values measured in the Complete
Metabolic Profile (CMP) offered to
residents of Madison, Chatham
Township, Springfield and Cranford.
This blood analysis is a fasting test
and appointments are required. Indi-
vidual blood pressure and additional
health information will be available
at the screening. There is no fee for

this community service.
For additional information or to

make an appointment, call the Madi-
son Health Department at (973) 593-
3079, extension no. 1. Participants
should have their provider’s name
and contact information when call-
ing for an appointment.

Screenings will take place as fol-
lows:

Thursday, March 7, 8 to 10 a.m., at
the Chisholm Community Center, 100
South Springfield Avenue, Springfield.

Thursday, March 14, 8 to 10 a.m.,
Madison Civic Center, 28 Walnut
Street, Madison.

College Club to Offer
Music of Philippines
FANWOOD — The College Club

of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will wel-
come University of the Philippines
Alumni and Friends Rondalla
(UPAFR) for a musical performance
at its Monday, March 18 meeting.

UPAFR is a nonprofit traditional
string ensemble based in New Jer-
sey. Since 1992, the UPAFR has
been promoting Filipino culture
through music using native instru-
ments such as the bandurria, laud
and octavina. The group performs
educational concerts that integrate
Philippine history, customs and tra-
ditions in key cities in the United
States and abroad.

The UPAFR performs regularly
at cultural heritage festivals, the-
aters and schools, as well as com-
munity, government and social
events. Free weekly lessons are of-
fered by the group for all age groups
interested in learning to play a
rondalla instrument. For more in-
formation, visit upafrondalla.org.

This program is open to the public,
is free of charge and will be held at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, located
at 74 South Martine Avenue. Visitors
are asked to use the McDermott Place
entrance. The program will begin at
7:30 p.m. after a brief refreshment
period that begins at 7:15 p.m.

Nelson C. Wolf, 80, Longtime Attorney;
Active With Jewish Family Service

Nelson Charles Wolf, 80, died on
Saturday morning, February 23, 2019,
at Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Clark, of congestive heart
failure. He was cogni-
zant to the end, fre-
quently face-timing on
his iPhone with children
and grandchildren. A
long-time resident of
Westfield, where they
raised their three chil-
dren, he and his wife,
Carole, moved to Scotch
Plains in 2017.

He was born Septem-
ber 4, 1938 in Elizabeth,
N.J., to the late Harry
and Molly (Holzberg)
Wolf. He graduated
from Thomas Jefferson
High School in Eliza-
beth and earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in History from
Ohio State University in 1960. After
receiving his J.D. degree from
Rutgers University School of Law,
he practiced law for over 50 years, at
first with his father in Elizabeth, and
then as a sole practitioner in
Kenilworth. Although semi-retired,
he still kept busy with a handful of
clients.

Nelson was a board member and
past-president of the Jewish Fam-
ily Service of Central New Jersey.
An avid sports enthusiast, he rooted
for the New York Yankees, the New
York Giants and the New Jersey

Devils. He also was something of a
food connoisseur, eagerly await-
ing the start of the “Mallomars”
season each year. Never afraid to

embrace new technol-
ogy, Nelson was adept
at surfing the Internet,
and welcoming new
apps on his smart phone.
His sense of humor and
unique perspective on
life will be missed by
all who knew him.

Nelson met his wife,
Carole Barefoot, at Ohio
State University, and re-
cently celebrated 56
years of marriage. Sur-
vivors, besides his wife,
include sons Mark and
Gregory (Beverly) and
daughter Lisa (Brian)
Stern; five grandchil-

dren, Andrew, William, Jessica,
Samantha and Parker; a brother,
David Wolf of California; three
nieces and a nephew.

Services were held at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield on Tuesday, February 26,
2019. Burial was private. Memorial
donations may be made to Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jer-
sey, https://www.jfscentralnj.org/. The
family observed Shiva on Tuesday,
February 26, 2019, at the home of
Brian and Lisa Stern, 680 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield.

February 28, 2019

Thomas E. Forgash, Business Owner;
Devoted Husband and Father

On Wednesday, February 20, 2019,
Thomas E. Forgash, loving and de-
voted husband and father of two,
passed away at the age of 81.

Tom was born on November 12,
1937 in New York City to Samuel and
Rebecca (Liebowitz) Forgash. He
received his Bachelor of Arts in 1961
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Troy, N.Y., his MBA in 1970
from Rutgers University in Newark,
N.J., and was a small business owner.
On June 24, 1962, he married Bonnie
Carole Zients. They raised two sons,
Adam and Benjamin.

Tom spent his lifetime learning.
He was a classically trained clarinet-
ist who taught himself many other
musical instruments. He also had a
passion for languages including Yid-
dish, Hebrew, French and Italian.
Among his many hobbies were math-
ematics, photography, gardening,
tennis, golf, sailing, magic, wine,
dance, travel and history.

He volunteered at the Newark
Museum, and as a teacher of English

as a Second Language and Math for
high school GED candidates in
Plainfield, N.J. He was both an of-
ficer of the Jewish Federation of Cen-
tral New Jersey and a founder of the
JCC of Central New Jersey.

He was known for his humility, his
wit, his keen intelligence and his kind
and compassionate spirit.

Tom was preceded in death by his
father, Samuel, and his mother,
Rebecca. He is survived by his wife,
Bonnie; his two children, Adam
(Cathy) and Ben (Keira), and his
grandchildren, Olive and Charlie.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Tom’s memory may be made to
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090,
www.tewnj.org; Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey, 655
Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J.
07208, www.jfscentralnj.org, and
Newark Museum, 49 Washington
Street, Newark, N.J. 07102,
www.newarkmuseum.org.

February 28, 2019

Nelson C. Wolf

Westfield Stamp Club Show
On Tap This Saturday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Stamp Club will hold its annual
stamp show this Saturday, March 2,
in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
show will be open from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. Admission and parking
are free. This will be the 57th an-
nual show the club has held.

The show will include a six dealer
bourse plus the U.S. Postal Service
and the annual exhibit competition
among club members. More than
400 pages of stamps and postal his-
tory items from around the world
will be on display. The exhibits to be

shown are the work of those who are
new to the field as well as from those
who have shown their work at the
international level. The exhibits will
be evaluated by American Philatelic
Society accredited judges and at-
tendees are invited to vote for the
most popular exhibit.

The theme of the show will be the
150th anniversary of professional
baseball. The postal service will have
a special cancellation for the event
and there will be a specially-designed
envelope about baseball.

For additional information, call
(908) 232-0539 or visit the club
website, westfieldstampclub.org.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
Book Group Offerings

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library will
host Bagels & Books, where book
lovers share their recent reading
experiences with other bibliophiles
and pick up suggestions for future
reading, on Monday, March 4, at

10 a.m. Registration is required.
The library’s Evening Book Club

will meet on Monday, March 18, at
7 p.m., to discuss “The Orchid
Thief” by Susan Orlean. This story
follows plant dealer John Laroche
in his unsuccessful attempt to steal,
clone, and sell rare orchids from a
South Florida swamp, and de-
scribes the world of Florida’s or-
chid collectors and smugglers as
they execute plant crimes.

The Afternoon Book Club will
meet on Tuesday, March 19, at 1
p.m., to discuss “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” by Harper Lee, which was
selected as the number one book in
The Great American Read.

For more information or to reg-
ister for Bagels & Books, go to
scotl ib.org,  email
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the cen-
ter of the township.

Garwood Library Highlights
Events For Early March

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has revealed its calendar
of events for the first half of March,
along with ongoing activities.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is required. Participants
learn how to knit or show others how
it is done while enjoying fun conver-
sation. Needles and yarn are pro-
vided to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess, an informal chess
game for children of all ages, is held
on Mondays at 3 p.m. No registration
is required but sessions are limited to
12 players. This is a non-instructional
program with six boards provided.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days, at 3 p.m., in the Lincoln School
Art Room. This program provides
after-school STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) fun for kids in fourth grade and
older. Registration is required and
limited to 16 participants.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet March 7, at 7 p.m., for a
lively discussion of the month’s book.
No registration is required. Interested
persons are advised to check with the
library for its latest book selection by
calling (908) 789-1670.

Adult Craft will be featured on
Tuesday, March 12, at 6 p.m. Attend-
ees will be able to make a craft to
bring home. Participation is limited
to 10 and registration is required.

Toddler Story Time, for infants

Garwood Library Bd.
Sets Meeting Date

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library board will meet on
Wednesday, March 6, at 8 p.m. This
meeting is open to the public and will
take place at the library, located at
411 Third Avenue, Garwood.

through age 4, is offered on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m. No registration is
required. This program includes sto-
ries, songs, bubbles and more. The
Pipsqueak Players will visit Storytime
on March 13.

Kid’s Craft also will take place on
March 13, at 3 p.m. Youngsters in
second grade and up can make a fun
craft. Registration is required and
participation is limited to 20.

Lego will be available on Thurs-
days, March 14 and 28, at 3 p.m.
Children ages 4 to 12 are invited to
find inspiration through the month’s
theme and build whatever they wish,
then share their creations with others.
Some will be displayed in the library’s
showcase. Registration is required and
participation is limited to 15.

Additional programs will be an-
nounced for later in the month. The
Garwood Public Library is located at
411 Third Avenue. For more informa-
tion and to register for programs, call
(908) 789-1670. Further information
also may be found at
youseemore.com/garwood.
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Charu Gupta

Library to Feature Politics,
Indian Cuisine and Music

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will kick off the
month of March with programs on
politics, Indian cooking
and music. The library
is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

John Celock, presi-
dent of Celock Media
Group and launch editor
of the Westfield Patch,
will present “Why do
young people run for of-
fice?” on Monday,
March 4, at 7 p.m. More
millennials are seeking
and attaining elected of-
fice, helping to change
the course of American
politics. What propels
young people to run for office? What
challenges do they face? How does
their age impact how they view pub-
lic policy?

Also author of “The Next Gen-
eration: Young Elected Officials and
their Impact on American Politics,”
Mr. Celock will explore these ques-
tions during his talk. He interviewed
more than 90 current and former
young elected officials nationwide
for his book.

Charu Gupta will lead a program
entitled “Indian Cooking with the In-
stant Pot” on Thursday, March 7, at 7
p.m. The Instant Pot, which is an
electric pressure cooker, is particu-
larly well-suited to many Indian
dishes. Ms. Gupta will make Chole
Curry, a chickpea curry dish, while
demonstrating how the electric pres-
sure cooker can cut down the cook
time of this and other dishes.

This program will be a demonstra-

tion, rather than a hands-on activity.
However, attendees will be able to
taste the finished product and will

receive a printed copy
of the recipe so they can
add the dish to their rep-
ertoire.

Hit the Roof Band will
return to the library on
Saturday, March 9, at 2
p.m. With a taste of some
of the 20th century’s
most important musical
movements, Hit the
Roof Band reinvigorates
old songs with a new
twist. The duet of
keyboardist and drum-
mer will start off with a
bit of ragtime-stride, and

then move into the era of swing and
boogie-woogie. Next they will em-
bark on a journey of rock and roll
frenzy, all the while explaining the
history and icons behind the move-
ment. Hit the Roof will continue the
performance in the style of the blues
and New Orleans piano, both of which
have roots steeped in boogie-woogie,
gospel, classical and funk.

These programs are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are advised to
check the Westfield Memorial
Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MURAL participant.
To register for any or all of the three
upcoming programs, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

FCC ‘Souper Sunday’ To
Focus on Environment

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street, will
sponsor its annual “Souper Sun-
day” event on Sunday, March 10,
for its congregation and the public.
“Souper Sunday” will follow the
morning’s worship service.

As a way to educate the commu-
nity about the environment, the
First Congregational Church will
sponsor a presentation by Marian
Glenn, Ph.D., president of the
Rahway River Watershed Associa-
tion. She will discuss the overall
mission of Rahway River Water-
shed, its history and the recreational
and educational activities available
there; specific environmental chal-
lenges such as pollution and flood-
ing; the impact of lawn chemicals
that wash into the river during
storms, and the positive impact of
planting native trees and shrubs,
among other topics.

The purpose of the Rahway River

Watershed Association is to pro-
tect and restore the Rahway River
and its ecosystem. The Associa-
tion fulfills its purpose by promot-
ing cooperation between public and
private entities to preserve and
enhance the river’s ecological func-
tions and benefits. Working with
communities and other organiza-
tions, the Association provides edu-
cational programs, monitors water
quality, and works to raise aware-
ness of what it means to reside in a
watershed.

“Souper Sunday” will begin at
approximately 11:30 a.m. in the
Patton Auditorium at the First Con-
gregational Church. This event is
free, and soup and refreshments
will be served. Interested persons
are asked to RSVP to the church
office at (908) 233-2494 or email
uccfcc@verizon.net.

For more information on all up-
coming events and programs at the
church, visit fccofwestfield.org.

Family Genealogy to Be
Event Topic Sunday

FANWOOD — The Fanwood His-
toric Preservation Commission will
present a talk on “Beginning Your
Family History” this Sunday, March
3, between 2 and 4 p.m. It will take
place at the Fanwood Museum, lo-
cated on the lower level of the
Fanwood Railroad Station at North
and North Martine Avenues.

“Beginning Your Family History”
will provide an introduction to what
genealogy can be and what kinds of
information can be discovered. The
presentation will focus on basics for
United States research and will in-
clude real-life examples.

The lecture will be given by Jane
Thoner, a librarian at the Plainfield
Public Library, who works in the
library’s Local History Department.
Her work there involves helping
people doing family history research
and investigating through the library’s
online resources.

Caregivers Meeting
Is Monday Evening

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield. The next meeting will take
place on March 4. These are informa-
tion and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 233-8757.

Mountainside Library Lists
Events Happening In March
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Public Library has
announced its schedule of events
for the first half of March, as well as
programs taking place throughout
the month.

Tuesday Night Movies include The
Bookshop (2018, PG) on March 5;
Little Women (2018, PG-13) on
March 12, and Mission Impossible –
Fallout (2018, PG-13) on March 19.
Show time is 6:30 p.m. except for
Mission Impossible, when the movie
will start at 6 p.m. due to its length.
Because of the Friends Book Sale,
there will be no movie on March 26.

Brown Bag Academy will con-
tinue on Mondays, except for March
25 due to the Book Sale, at 1:15
p.m. The Great Courses series cur-
rently is offering lectures by Pro-
fessor Allen C. Guelzo, Ph.D., of
Gettysburg College, on “America’s
Founding Fathers.” A new course,

to be selected, will begin in early
April. Participants are invited to
bring their lunch; coffee, tea and
cookies will be served for dessert.
Interested persons are encouraged
to come early to ensure a seat.

“Pipsqueak Players” will visit the
library on Thursdays, March 7 and
14, at 3:45 p.m. The Mountainside-
based Pipsqueak Players provide a
youth literacy enrichment program
designed to boost fluency, compre-
hension and confidence by integrat-
ing theatrical concepts in a support-
ive and fun workshop-style envi-
ronment. Each weekly session will
explore a different picture book cul-
minating in a performance at the
end of class. Classes are designed
for 5- to 7-year-olds and are open to
Mountainside residents only. Pre-
registration is required.

The Friday Operas on Film se-
ries, presented by Mena Clemson,
will feature Pagliacci by Ruggero
Leoncavallo on March 8 at 1 p.m.
Jonas Kaufmann (Canio) and Maria
Agresta (Nedda) star in this film
recorded during the 2015 Salzburg
Easter Festival. The Staatkapelle
Dresden Orchestra is conducted by
Christian Thielemann.

“Come Read to Kalee” also will
take place on March 8, at 3:45 p.m.
Youngsters are invited to cuddle up
and read to therapy dog Kalee for
five to 10 minutes. Participants are
asked to bring two favorite books
with them to read when they come.
This program is especially designed
for emergent and beginning readers
in kindergarten and first grade. In-
terested persons must reserve a spot
for this program. Kalee will be at
the library monthly through June.

Additional programs will be posted
for later in the month. To register for
programs requiring it, stop into the
library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Calvary Lutheran Invites
All For Ash Wednesday

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church invites the com-
munity to its Ash Wednesday ser-
vices on March 6, at 1:15 p.m. or
7:30 p.m., as Christians mark the
beginning of Lent and their 40-day
journey to Easter. Both the after-
noon and evening services will in-
clude Holy Communion and the
Imposition of Ashes.

At Calvary, the theme this year
for the Season of Lent is “Reclaim-
ing Sabbath.” Pastor Carol Lind-
say noted, “Living 24/7 might be
how folks are wired right now but
it’s not how we were created. The
Bible basically says, ‘No to the
Culture of Now,’ to borrow a Walter
Brueggeman phrase. We are hop-
ing to learn some healthy bound-
aries that give us the permission to
rest in this reflective season of the
year. Sabbath isn’t about rules —
it’s about wholeness.”

On Ash Wednesday, Christians
gather to prepare their hearts and
minds for the renewal of faith given to
them through the life, death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. “We invite
others who are weary and stressed to
join our worship on Ash Wednesday,
as we introduce this theme, and
throughout the upcoming Lenten sea-
son,” said Pastor Lindsay.

Calvary Lutheran Church offers
worship every Sunday at 10:15 a.m.
in the sanctuary. Everyone is wel-

come in the church, everyone be-
longs — no matter what their jour-
ney with God has been. Calvary is
located at 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford. For more information
about the congregation and addi-
tional opportunities to worship, call
the church office at (908) 276-2418
or go to calvarycranford.com.

HOLY SEASON...The Reverend Andy Kruger, Priest-in-Charge, celebrates
Mass during Lent at the Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford. Trinity invites the
entire community to join its congregation for Ash Wednesday services at noon and
7 p.m. on March 6. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten season.

Trinity Church to Hold
Ash Wednesday Services

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, invites everyone
to come for Ash Wednesday services,
at noon and 7 p.m., on Wednesday,
March 6.

Ash Wednesday is the first day of
Lent. The name comes from the prac-
tice of placing (or imposing) a cross
of ashes on the forehead of Christians
as a sign of their mortality and peni-
tence. Lent is the liturgical season of
40 days of penitence and fasting. Sun-
days, the Sabbath day, are not part of
the Lenten fasting days.

Christians are invited “to observe a
Holy Lent by self-examination and
repentance by prayer, fasting and self-
denial, and by reading and meditating
on God’s Holy Word.” Historically,
Lent was a time converts were pre-
pared for Holy Baptism or for recon-
ciling those who had been separated
from the church through penitence and
forgiveness. It serves as a reminder to
all Christians of the need to continu-
ally renew their faith and repentance.

Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family church
that welcomes all people and strives
to “know Christ and to make the Lord
known through faith, fellowship, and
service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by the
Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s
Priest-in-Charge, are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. Reverend Kruger also leads the
Daily Offices of Morning and Evening
Prayer, at 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Tues-
days through Fridays, in Witherington
Chapel in the church undercroft,
which is accessible by the outside
stairs at the right rear corner of the
church. For more information about
Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

AARP to Meet On
Monday Afternoon

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will meet on Monday, March 4, at 1
p.m., at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

At this meeting, members will
hold wide-ranging discussions on
several topics including future pro-
grams, benefits of belonging to the
AARP, the future direction of the
chapter and other subjects that may
be brought up by attendees.

Additionally, because this is the
chapter’s main charitable endeavor,
members are asked to bring a non-
perishable food item to the meet-
ing, which will be donated to the
Westfield Food Pantry housed at
Holy Trinity School.

Refreshments will be available fol-
lowing the meeting. For more infor-
mation, call Ilse at (908) 322-1788.

Lenten Programs to Begin
At Fanwood Presbyterian

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church invites everyone to
its Ash Wednesday Service and Lenten
Soup and Devotions program.

The Ash Wednesday service will
be held on Wednesday, March 6, in
the sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. It will
include a brief message from the
Reverend David Jahnke, choral mu-
sic, communion and the imposition
of ashes.

The Soup and Devotions program
will take place in the church dining
room. Participants are asked to enter
from McDermott Place. The commu-
nity is invited to join congregation
members on Wednesday evenings,
March 13 through April 10, at 6:30

p.m., for a simple meal of soup, salad
and bread followed by a 7 p.m. study
of how to be “Simply Christian.”

There are many daily devotionals
for Lent. For an online version, visit
Pittsburgh Seminary, www.pts.edu/
devotional.

Sunday worship throughout Lent
will be filled with sacred music at
both the traditional 9:30 a.m. service
and the contemporary 11:15 a.m. ser-
vice between March 10 and April 7.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
located at 74 S. Martine Avenue,
welcomes all. For more information,
call the church office at (908) 889-
8891, email admin@fanwoodpc.org
or visit the website fanwoodpc.org.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,

palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

Edward Jones Named One of 2019 Fortune
100 Best Companies to Work For®

Financial services firm Edward
Jones ranks No. 7 on the 2019 For-
tune “100 Best Companies to Work
For” list, according to global re-
search and consulting firm Great
Place to Work and Fortune maga-
zine. This year marks the firm’s 20th
year on the list.

Edward Jones, a Fortune 500 com-
pany headquartered in St. Louis, pro-
vides financial services in the U.S.
and, through its affiliate, in Canada.
Every aspect of the firm’s business,
from the investments its financial
advisors offer to the location of its
branch offices, caters to individual
investors. The firm’s 17,000-plus fi-
nancial advisors serve more than

seven million clients and care for $1
trillion in assets under management.
Visit the firm’s website at
edwardjones.com and recruiting
website at careers.edwardjones.com.
Member SIPC.

About Great Place to Work®
Great Place to Work® is a global

people analytics and consulting firm
that helps companies produce better
business results by focusing on work-
place culture. Powered by more than
30 years of research, Emprising®,
its SaaS-enabled survey and analytics
platform, gives companies access to
the assessments, data and reporting
needed to build a high-trust, high-
performance culture.

Mus. Ministry Plans Mardi Gras Event
SPRINGFIELD — The Music

Ministry of Saint James the Apostle
Church in Springfield will hold a
fundraiser on Tuesday, March 5, at
the Stage House Tavern, located at
1099 Route 22, Mountainside.

This Mardi Gras-themed event will
feature a buffet dinner and a live perfor-
mance by Ross Griswold & The Sec-
ond Line playing a mix of New Orleans
jazz, soul, funk and rhythm and blues.

Free beads and masks will be available.
Adult tickets (includes one free

beverage from the bar) are $35 and
children age 10 and under can eat for
free. The buffet will open at 6:30 p.m.
and the music starts at 7:30 p.m. To
purchase a ticket, contact Matthew
Wilson, director of music ministry, at
MWilson@saintjamesparish.org.

Tickets also will be available at the
door on the night of the event.

We Buy Cars
(Running or Not)

Plastic Bumper Repairs On The Spot

Call Art:  201-800-3609

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
GO RED FOR WOMEN...Bruce Padulsky, Little Hearts Big World CPR
instructor, who, with his wife, Melissa, organizes the annual Go Red for
Women Heart Health fair held this year at the JCC in Scotch Plains, addresses
attendees at the February 19 meeting of the mayor and borough council in
Fanwood. Mr. Padulsky also is a Fanwood volunteer firefighter and Mrs.
Padulsky is a Fanwood Rescue Squad EMT. Pictured behind Mr. Padulsky is
Peter Carey of the regional chapter of the American Heart Association,
originator of the Go Red campaign, who told the governing body that Go Red
has directly contributed to saving the lives of countless women. Joining them
at left is Mayor Colleen Mahr.
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE  • (908) 233-5555

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite

2018 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence
Sales Award® Platinum

Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 3rd • 1-4PM

Spectacular 3 story tudor with old world charm nestled on deep, beautifully landscaped park-like
property in the highly desirable Franklin School district.  This 5 bedroom one-of-a-kind home
boasts an indoor heated pool with jacuzzi as well as a second floor basketball court! Additional
amenities include Pella windows, built-in speakers, a whole house generator, second-floor laundry,
a large second floor family room, a finished basement, an irrigation system, three fireplaces, private
paver patio and a hard wired security system...truly a special home!

Welcome home to this sunny, meticulously maintained four
bedroom expanded Cape Cod style home perched on a beautiful,
deep lot with a serene, private backyard on Boulevard, one of
Westfield‘s most sought after streets. The welcoming foyer with
beautiful custom built-ins & sun drenched living room flows
perfectly into the updated eat in kitchen with newer stainless
steel appliances, a gorgeous backsplash, granite countertops and
wood ceiling height cabinets. There are also two first floor
bedrooms and a full bathroom on this level for added

convenience. The second floor has two additional charming bedrooms. The lower level has a finished
rec room with brand new flooring, ample storage space & a utility room where the laundry is located.
This home has been freshly painted and is conveniently situated close to everything, including Jefferson
Elementary School & playground, Tamaques Park, Westfield’s Award winning Downtown and
transportation to New York City. Just the perfect blend of warmth and elegance, in a location that
offers both privacy and convenience, this is the perfect place to call home!

133 Stanmore Place, Westfield • Offered at $1,679,000

1325 Boulevard, Westfield • Offered at $499,000

BLUE DEVILS MILLER, GIMBLETTE; COUGARS BENCIVENGA, HALPIN; RAIDER BOWLES PUNCH TICKETS TO AC

Composto, Hoerle Win Crowns, at Region 4 Mat Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School (WHS) jun-
iors Luke Hoerle (120-lbs) and CJ
Composto (126-lbs) each added an
individual title to their trophy cases at
the Region 4 Wrestling Tournament
in Union on February 23. In doing so,
both Blue Devil matmen also became
the first juniors in WHS history to
earn 100 career victories. Addition-
ally, it was Composto’s third region
title and Hoerle’s second region title.

The top-4 wrestlers in all 14 weight
classes qualified for the NJSIAA Tour-
nament to be held at Boardwalk Hall
in Atlantic City (AC) beginning to-
day, February 28, through March 2.
Blue Devils Tim Miller placed sec-
ond at 182-lbs and Quinn Gimblette

finished fourth at 113-lbs. Cranford
Cougars AJ Bencivenga placed third
at 152-lbs and Conor Halpin placed
fourth at 145-lbs. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raider Brandon Bowles
placed third at 113-lbs.

After receiving a bye, Hoerle
claimed a pair of major decisions
then gathered his 100th victory when
he defeated Patrick Adams (St. Peter’s
Prep — SPP), 9-4, for the title.

“It’s a cool experience to do it in
front of a crowd like this. It’s an
awesome experience to be a part of.
Going into the states and getting on
the podium is one of my goals and I
think this is the year I am going to do
it,” Hoerle expressed.

Hoerle began with a pair of his
“routine” takedowns in the first pe-

riod, added an escape and a slick
standing forward roll reversal in the
second and capped it all off with
another shrug-by takedown.

On his reversal and shrug takedown,
Hoerle described, “The guy had a leg
in on top. I kick my leg up and he ends
up flipping out and I end up reversing
him. He took a bad shot, so I took
advantage of the arm and got behind
him.”

Composto picked up his 100th vic-
tory in his first bout when he won by
17-2 tech fall in 3:02 over Devon
Capato (Ridge). In the semis with Sean
Rendeiro (SPP) after a long scramble,
Composto earned a takedown, added
an escape then secured a 5-2 victory
with a two-point tilt.

“In that situation I was hoping that
the ref didn’t call a stalemate because
I knew that I’m better there scram-
bling. If I kept on working, I was
going to get two eventually. I just had
to keep on moving,” described
Composto, who added, “I went to my
tight waist tilt and got the two count.”

On achieving his 100th win,
Composto expressed, “It’s cool, es-
pecially to do it for Westfield and my
hometown, everyone supporting me.”

Composto would face Eddie
Hummel (Roselle Park — RP) for the
title. Composto had beaten Hummel
early in the season but became the
victim of a fall in the Union County
Tournament. After a scoreless first
period, Hummel escaped in the sec-
ond period. Composto escaped in the
third and added a double-leg
takedown.

“In my first couple of matches, I
had trouble finishing my singles, so I
went with a double and scored,”
Composto explained.

Composto may have been thrown
off his game plan a little bit when he
received a warning then Hummel es-
caped before the buzzer but Composto
grabbed his third region title with a 3-
2 decision.

“It was just a warning. You get two
of them. Once I got the takedown, I
was going to try to get a tough ride but
once I got that stall, I didn’t want to
risk another stall, so I let him go. I
knew my attacks were better on neu-
tral. If I feel him go for a throw,
there’s no need for me to be there. I
wasn’t going to let a Roselle Park guy
take one of us down,” Composto said.

Miller began his journey by pin-
ning Jacob Quandt (Governor
Livingston) in 3:22. After beating
Phillipsburg’s (P-b) Jacob Wicks, 3-
1, in the quarterfinals Miller had a
rematch with Brett MacMath
(Bridgewater-Raritan - BrH2O), who
had nipped him, 5-4, in the district
finals. Miller learned well from the
experience and made adjustments.
MacMath scored first with an escape
in the second period but Miller an-
swered with an escape and a throw-by
takedown to win 3-2.

“In the district final, I thought he
outwrestled me in the first minute, so I
figured I had to keep him on edge that
first minute and break down his of-
fense because he doesn’t have the gas
tank that I do. I think he wore himself
out, which allowed me to score that
takedown late in the match and al-
lowed me to stop most of his shots. I
think he has been practicing front head-
lock defense all week and I knew I
would have to change it up on him if I
wanted to get behind him. I don’t think
he saw it coming,” Miller explained.

Miller’s next challenge would be a

very big one with NJSIAA No.-2
ranked John Poznanski (Colonia —
Col).

“It’s going to be a tough final. I am
trying to go in there with the right
mindset,” Miller said.

Poznanski caught Miller with a
perfect ankle pick takedown-to-back
move to record a 1:36 pin.

Cougar Bencivenga, seeded sec-
ond at 152-lbs, pinned Blue Devil
Luke Scanlan in 1:37 to advance to
the semis to face Jack Wilt (Seton
Hall Prep — SHP). Bencivenga be-
gan with a pair of takedowns but
appeared to be idling low. Wilt took
advantage and won 10-7. Bencivenga
recovered somewhat to grab a 14-6

major decision over Carlos Ugaldi
(Bound Brook - BB) in the
wrestleback. But in the bout for third
against Tom Kellner (SPP),
Bencivenga got into high gear. Be-
ginning with a Russian pry takedown,
Bencivenga followed with a
Fireman’s-to-back five-point move
then just kept adding more takedowns
to seize a 17-4 major decision and his
second trip to AC.

“That upset I wrestled not good at
all. I have the stomach bug right now.
I was out of school for a week, so my
body is healing itself. After four
matches, that match did it. It was the
best match I wrestled,” explained

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND REGION TITLE AND 100TH WIN..Blue Devil junior Luke Hoerle,
top, defeated Patrick Adams (St. Peter’s Prep), 9-4, in the 120-lb final to claim his
second Region 4 title. Hoerle also reaped his 100th career win in the process.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD REGION CROWN...Blue Devil junior CJ Composto, top, defeated Sean
Rendeiro (St. Peter’s Prep), 5-2, in the 126-lb semifinal then went on to defeat
Eddie Hummel (Roselle Park), 3-2, to claim his third Region 4 title. Composto also
reaped his 102nd career victory with the win over Hummel.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

See Devils Den
On Page 15
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Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate       

Cell: 908 313 1542                      

Direct: 908 233 6417 

joyce.taylor@cbmoves.com 

295 Bridle Path, Mountainside  

Great Loca on | Ample living space!  

O ered at: $679,000 

Westfield West Office | 600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908-233-0065 
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions. 

©2019 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT 
LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. 

NCJAR Circle of Excellence Award 1977 2017 
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2 Eastgate Square, Wes ield 

Spacious Townhouse, comparable to most homes! 

O ered at: $675,000 

CROWLEY 22 PT, FERRERO 14 PT; PETGRAVE 14 PT, 9 RB

Blue Devils Outflank Cougars
In Boys Hoops Sr. Night, 68-49

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Deceptive moves on the part of
senior Matt Crowley and numerous
assists on slick cuts put the Westfield
High School boys basketball team on
the top side of a 68-49 victory over
the hosting Cranford Cougars on “Se-
nior Night” the regular-season finale
for both teams on February 22. The
Blue Devils improved to 10-14, while
the Cougars evened to 11-11 heading
into the state sectionals.

Crowley finished with a game-high

21 points but he set up several of his
shots by lulling the Cougars’ defense
into a momentary false sense of relax-
ation. At that moment, Crowley took a
step forward and would sink his shot.

“I put a lot of hours in the gym and
change my speed. That’s something I
work on a lot. Being able to use it in
a game gives me an advantage. And
being able to use it helps us play well
and helps me get into a rhythm,”
Crowley revealed.

The assists worked well with those
great cuts resulting in the Blue Dev-
ils’ success. Crowley dished out four
assists and junior Andrew Echausse

led the team with five assists. Junior
Colin Freer (10 points, including trip
3-pointers, assist) and senior Sebastian
Ferrero, who finished with 14 points,
including trip 3-pointers, were the
primary recipients of those assists.

“I have been playing with Matt for
a long time. I think we have been
playing since around fourth grade.
We have that chemistry on the court
and I think that helps a lot. I also think
as a team, we have been playing really
well together recently, moving the
ball really well. I think that’s opened

up shots for us inside and outside the
paint,” Ferrero said.

The Cougars had three players hit
double figures and one player being
just a point shy. Sophomore Arjun
Petgrave (block, steal, assist) led the
team with nine rebounds and 14 points,
which included eight from the free
throw line. Joe Carrea sank 10 points,
including eight free throws, and senior
Hunter Goff scored 10 points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer. Senior Jeremy Ruka
sank trip 3-pointers for nine points.
The Cougars finished hitting 21-for-
31 from the line and the Blue Devils
sank just eight of 18 from the line.

With seven points from Goff, five
from Petgrave and a 3-pointer from
Ruka, the Cougars took a 15-12 lead
after the first quarter. Freer sank six
points, Crowley hit four and Mike
Kane (5 points) put in two points. But
the tide changed in the second quar-
ter. Crowley and Ferrero both scored
seven points, while Declan McCauley
and Griffin Rooney (6 points) sank
lay-ups to give the Blue Devils an 18-
11 advantage and a 30-26 lead at the
half. Eight of the Cougars’ points came
from the line and Ruka hit a 3-pointer.

Three major acts of thievery on the
part of Crowley ignited a 21-10 Blue
Devil run in the third quarter to secure
a 51-36 lead. Crowley converted his
first two steals to lay-ups then set up
Jake Walsh, who also had three steals,
for a lay-up. Crowley finished with
nine points in the quarter, while Ruka
nailed his third 3-pointer, and
Petgrave, Dennis DeMarino (4 points)
and Carrea each put in two points.
Goff sank a free throw.

“The kid was kind of telegraphing
his passes a little bit too much and
coach [Jim] McKeon pulled me aside

LISANTI 20 PT; KLAG 12 RB, 14 PT; STRAVACH 8 PT, 6 RB

Blue Devils Oust Roselle Cath.
From UCT Hoops Semi, 60-46

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four quarters took on four different
personalities in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinal game
between the second-seeded Westfield
High School girls basketball team
and the third-seeded Roselle Catholic
Lady Lions held at AL Johnson High
School in Clark on February 21. How-
ever the result was the same as the 16-
7 Blue Devils, who had beaten the 14-
9 Lions twice, 49-38 and 50-47 on a
buzzer beater, during the regular sea-
son, made it No. 3 with a 60-46 thrash-
ing to advance to the UCT champion-
ship game to face The Patrick School
on February 23.

Showing up heavily on the stats
sheet was junior Ali Lisanti, who led
the Blue Devils with 20 points, in-
cluding four 3-pointers, all from the
second quarter onward. Freshman
Grace Klag (2 steals, assist, block)
had double figures in scoring with 14
points and in rebounds with 12.

“When I made my first basket, I got

out of my head again. I have been
having trouble with the last game. I
didn’t perform like I wish I did, so I
needed my first shot to go in, see it go
through then I got it back,” Klag said.

On a few occasions, Klag was hav-
ing some difficulty with her footwork
underneath the basket and got called
for traveling but she has been in the
process of correcting her movements.

“Boo [Bowers] has been helping
me out a lot keeping the ball high.
That’s what my assistant coach has
been telling me and coach [Liz]
McKeon,” she said.

Senior Sam Stravach (8 points, 2
assists, steal) made herself very big
under the boards boxing out and pre-
venting her opponents from getting
position

“It’s all about fight. I want to get the
ball. If we miss a basket, I want the
opportunity to get the ball back again.
It’s all heart. If I’m out there, I want to
give 100 percent,” Stravach, who had
six rebounds, emphasized.

The first quarter was of a feeling

out mode with the Blue Devils easing
to a modest 7-6 lead. Chloe Kreusser
(6 points, 7 rebounds, 2 assists, block,
steal) scored four points and Faith
Dobosiewicz (2 steals, 3 rebounds,
assist), on an assist from Stravach,
sank a 3-pointer. A rarity did occur,
however, when Klag, usually deadly
from the line, missed both of her free
throws.

The Blue Devils hit the jackpot in
the second quarter, overwhelming the
Lady Lions with a 22-6 run thanks to
a number of assists, and included 10
points from Lisanti, who hit her first
two 3-pointers. Klag put in six points
as did Stravach, who went to the line
twice and hit both free throws. Jen
Encarnacion, who would lead all scor-
ers with 22 points, scored all six of the
Lions’ points.

“We all play for each other and they
knew that once I missed a couple of
shots I was going to keep shooting
and they kept giving me the ball. Also
our defense really covered our of-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Bencivenga, who added, “This time I
am going on the podium [at AC]. All
way to the top!”

Scanlan lost his bid for AC when he
lost to Kellner in the wrestlebacks.

Raider Bowles, a sophomore, won
by 10-1 major decision over Cougar
Will Fernandez then lost, 11-6, in the
113-lb semis to Gabe Leo (RP), who
would go on to claim the title with a 3-
2 decision over Pat Phillips (Brearley
- Br). After winning his first
wrestleback, 5-4, Bowles defeated
Blue Devil Gimblette, 8-1, for third
place, getting bonus points with an
arm bar tilt.

“I’m a little sick today. I just pushed
through it. I worked on everything in
practice and wrestled hard. I like to
do tilts, bars and keep wrist control. I
got the bar, just ran it and he went
over,” described Bowles, who added,”
It’s my first year going [to AC]. I
worked hard for it. I’m excited to go.”

Gimblette won his first bout, 11-3,
then after losing 9-0 to Phillips in the
semis, he edged James Day (P-b), 7-
5, to face Bowles.

Cougar Halpin began his trip at 145-
lbs with an 8-0 major decision over
Blue Devil Theo Dardia. He edged
Julian Todd (SPP), 5-3, then lost 3-0 to
Matt Sacco (BrH2O), who went on the
beat Rhise Royster (Rahway - Rah), 4-
3, for the title. Halpin beat Conner Vill
(GL), 5-1, in the wrestleback then lost
4-2 to Elvin Guerrero (RP) in the bout
for third place.

Blue Devil Jordan Simpson (160-
lbs) lost to Alex Dorce (Rah), 8-6, in

the quarterfinals, recorded a 50 sec-
ond pin in his first wrestleback then
lost his bid to AC with a 10-8 over-
time sudden victory setback to Frank
Medina (WH). Simpson did finish
fifth.

Blue Devil Brandon Loder (195-
lbs) pinned Nour Sayed (Elizabeth)
in 2:42 then lost 11-5 to John Dusza
(WH) in the quarterfinal. Loder beat
Raider Zach Zimmerman, 13-7, in the
wrestleback then lost his bid to AC
with a 6-2 loss to Andrew Diadato
(Somerville). Loder placed fifth when
he beat Dusza, 1-0.

Blue Devil sophomore Jon Heard
(285) made the top-8 when he nipped
Jordan Belle (WH) 1-0, before losing
to top-seeded Lewis Fernandes
(Voorhees), who was selected Most
Outstanding Wrestler. Cougars Justin
Alpaugh-McLean (182-lbs) won his
elimination bout, as did Pat Kalnins
(120-lbs), Dean Smith (132-lbs) and
Matt Doran (220-lbs).

Cougar Evan Kanterman (170-lbs)
won three bouts and placed fifth, and
Jack Korzeneski (138) won two bouts.

Other Union County champs were:
Mark Montgomery (RP - 132-lbs)
and Joe Delia (New Providence - 160-
lbs).

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
182: — John Poznanski (Col) p Tim
Miller (W) 1:36
195: — Austin Roth (P-b) d Sebastian
Iakouchevitch (ALJ) 9-2
220: — Nico Colucci (SPP) d Josh
Darisme (Rahway) 7-1
285: — Lewis Fernandes (V) p Jervey
Sistrunk (BB) 1:40
106: — Logan Maczko (P-b) d Nico
Calello (WH) 2-1
113: — Gabe Leo (RP) d Patrick Phillips
(Br) 3-2
120: — Luke Hoerle (W) d Patrick
Adams (SPP) 9-4
126: — CJ Composto (W) d Eddie
Hummel (RP) 3-2
132: — Mark Montgomery (RP) d Travis
Jones (P-b) 12-5
138: — Kyle Tino (P-b) p Troy O’Connor
(Mx) 6:12 OT
145: — Matt Sacco (BrH2O) d Rhise
Roister (Rah) 4-3
152: — Cody Harrison (P-b) d Jack Wilt
(SHP) 4-2
160: — Joe Delia (NProv) p Jacob Vega
(Cart) 3:46
170: — James Cruz (SPP) p Vince
Mattaliano (WH) 2:13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIGHT PAuSE IN THE ACTION..Blue Devil senior Tim Miller, left, and
Colonia’s John Poznanski go out of the circle in their 182-lb championship bout.
Poznanski took first and Miller was second to qualify for Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE FOR THIRD AT 113-LBS..Raider Brandon Bowles takes Blue Devil
Quinn Gimblette to the mat in the bout for third place at 113-lbs. Bowles won 8-
1 to take third. Both wrestlers qualified for the NJSIAA Tournament at AC.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING CLOSE TABS ON A LION...Blue Devil Charlotte Dursee, No. 5, sticks close to Roselle Catholic Lion Jen
Encarnacion, No. 14, in the UCT semifinal at AL Johnson. The Blue Devils prevailed, 60-46, to advance to the title game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HIS MOVE TO THE BASKET...Cougar Kevin Donovan, No. 24, attempts to drive past Blue Devil Matt Crowley,
No. 11, in the regular-season finale for both teams at Cranford on February 22. The Blue Devils topped the Cougars, 68-49.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

LOOKING FOR A SUMMER VACATION RENTAL OR NEW HOME 
 

 
Long Beach Island sales and rentals 

Meg Freer/Sales Agent 
908-358-5307 / meg@agerrealty.com 

DeVIZIO HITS WINNER, NETS 10 PTS, LYGHT NETS 7 PTS

Raiders’ Buzzer Beater Silences
Tigers in Hoops Finale, 33-32

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guard Stefanie DeVizio fol-
lowed her own missed shot and scored
the game-winning basket on a put back
with :01 remaining as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basketball
team rallied for a thrilling 33-32 vic-
tory over South Plainfield on February
19 in Scotch Plains. The Raiders trailed
by as many as 14 points midway
through the third quarter and would
not regain the lead from the Tigers
until Devizio’s bucket just before the
buzzer. The victory came as the Raid-
ers celebrated “Senior Day” and im-
proved the season record to 6-16.

“It was really fun for me because
this was my last game on this court, so
I will be able to remember this when
I’m older,” said DeVizio, who scored
10 points to lead her team.

After a slow first half which saw the
two teams enter the locker room tied
10-10, the Tigers took charge in the
third quarter. The Tigers outscored
the Raiders, 15-1, over the first four
minutes to grab a healthy, 25-11 lead.
South Plainfield (10-14) was forcing
turnovers and scoring easy baskets in
transition during the stretch.

“They brought the energy that we
were looking to have at the start of the
third quarter,” said Raider Head Coach
Ryan McKenna. “Both teams were in
a malaise in the first quarter if not the
entire first half. It was just slow. They
came out and pressed a little bit, they
hit some shots. They followed that up
with a quick steal and a lay-up and
they ended up scoring five points
really quickly, so we had to come
back and match that energy if we were
going to get back into the game.”

McKenna knew he needed to get
his team back into the game mentally
and physically, so he decided to up
the pressure on defense.

“We went to a run-and-jump press
and we mixed that with our regular zone
press to keep them off balance,” said
McKenna. “We were able to get a bunch
of steals which created more opportuni-
ties for us. We missed a ton of lay-ups
and close range shots early on.”

The Raider defensive slowly got

them back into the game. It disrupted
the South Plainfield offense which now
struggled to get the ball up the court.

“They came out with a lot of inten-
sity at the beginning of the second
half where we didn’t match it,” said
Raider junior Corinne Lyght who tal-
lied seven points. “We were able to
come back and find our rhythm by the
fourth quarter and that helped us fin-
ish the game strong.”

It also served to minimize the im-
pact of Mackenzie O’Brien (14
points), who had been torching the
Raiders with inside baskets early in
the third quarter.

“She is a junior and a thousand-
point scorer, so she can really fill it
up,” said McKenna. “We knew we
would have to key in and focus on her
to slow her down but sometimes there
is nothing you can do to stop a scorer
from scoring.”

By the end of the third quarter, the
Raiders had cut the deficit in half at
27-20. They continued to grind away
pulling to within three at 29-26 after
Lyght found DeVizio with a pass as
the senior cut through the lane for a
lay-up. The Raiders pulled to within a
point at 32-31 after senior Hannah
Lyman scored on a steal and a lay-up
with 1:24 to play.

“It was great to be able to contrib-
ute to a win in our final game on this
floor,” said Lyman who scored five
points and grabbed five rebounds.

But this one was still very much up
for grabs. South Plainfield had a
chance to extend the lead with :26
remaining but O’Brien could not con-
vert free throws and the Raiders con-
trolled the rebound. As the Raiders
crossed half court with the ball and a
chance to take the lead, McKenna
called for a timeout with :16 left on
the clock to set up a play.

“We had Corinne and Stef on a
pick-and-roll and we had Abby on the

opposite block, so we were hoping to
get it to Corinne,” said McKenna of
the final play. “They slipped the screen
but we got it to Corinne anyway.
Abby’s defender came over to help so
we got it to her. We didn’t get a shot
but as the ball came around, we got it
back to Stef. Because we had good
ball movement we were able to score.
She scored off of her own rebound.”

DeVizio missed on a short jumper
as the clock ticked down under :05
but the ball came back to her and she
gathered herself and scored from in
close just before the buzzer sounded
for the 33-32 victory.

“Stef scored our first basket and
our last basket in her final home
game,” said McKenna. “I don’t know
if she’ll admit to it but she didn’t
know she hit the winning shot when
she did. She must have thought that it
was tied because when the horn
sounded our bench was excited but
she didn’t realize what had happened
until she looked up at the scoreboard
and saw that we had won.”

DeVizio confirmed that specula-
tion. “I thought we were tied so I was
really confused when everyone on the
sideline came running out at me,” she
said. “It was supposed to be a pick-
and-roll with Corinne, and Corinne
was supposed to get it and make a lay-
up but they were playing good de-
fense on Corinne, so we kind of just
did whatever and it ended up working
in our favor.”

The timely put back served as re-
demption for DeVizio, who had missed
two earlier shots in the final minute
that would have put her team ahead.

“I try not to think about missed
shots,” said DeVizio. “You have to
forget about it right after it happens
because you never know when your
next opportunity will come.”
So. Plainfield   7   3 17   5 32
Sc Pl-Fanwood   4   6 10 13 33

WILLIAMS PUMPS IN 20 PTS., PORTER SCORES 17 PTS.

Raiders Halt Crusaders, 61-55
In Boys Hoops Season Finale

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Jayson Williams
scored a game high 20 points to lead
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team to a 61-
55 victory over Johnson (7-15) on
February 21 in Scotch Plains. The
game was played on “Senior Night”
and the Raiders were able to send off
five departing players with a season
and career ending victory. Head Coach
Steve Siracusa played his seniors,
Anthony Porter, Nick Merkel, Jon

Ramos, Miles Owens and Danny
Wright together to start the game and
the quintet did not disappoint.

“It is just so surreal,” said senior
forward Owens. “I’ve been playing
since I was a freshman and to come
out and end on a win is just great. I
didn’t score because I didn’t get any
real good looks. I was just focusing
on playing defense and rebounding
and trying to help the team that way.”

With the seniors playing together
in the first quarter, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood got off to a 13-10 lead be-

fore Siracusa began filtering his
younger players. The two teams
battled back and forth throughout the
second quarter before Raider junior
Dean Johnston buried a three-point
basket from the corner as the buzzer
sound to give the home team a 30-25
advantage heading into halftime.

In the third quarter, junior Jayson
Williams got hot and fueled the Raid-
ers to a commanding lead. Williams
scored nine straight points in little
over a minute, taking the Raiders from

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555  |  209 Central Avenue  |  facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

Frank D. Isoldi Kathy Shea Jayne Bernstein Sue Checchio

Westfield | $1,999,999  
One of a kind custom built Tudor style home
on .62 acre in Wychwood sect. Warm & ele-
gant, filled with sunlight to enjoy!
Search 3531618 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers January 2019

TOP AGENT
Elizabeth Bataille

TOP TEAM
Lisa Stafford Team

Westfield | $1,599,000  
Stunning, custom built 5 Bdrm CHC ideally
located. Built to perfection w/the highest
grade materials ~Spacious Delight! 
Search 3531639 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $849,999  
Beautiful & large 4 BR, 2 1/2 bath Colonial w/
a 3 story addition in an awesome, small town
neighborhood feel - location. 
Search 3532940 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $819,000  
Sitting Up Above The Street, This Move in
Ready 4BR, 2+ Bath Colonial Checks All Of
The Boxes! You WON’T be disappointed! 
Search 3531887 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $749,000  
Mid Century modern style 4BR/2+BA home
w/open concept, sleek stone fireplace in frml
LivRm. Spacious Beauty ~Don’t Miss! 
Search 3532319 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $745,000  
Beautiful 4BR/2+BA Colonial. Built-in
microwave, Formal Dining Room, ceiling
fans. Two-car garage, patio. 
Search 3530886 on CBHomes.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Blue Devil Icemen Eliminate
Manalapan in Group Tourney

It was not easy but the Westfield
High School boys varsity ice hockey
team advanced to the New Jersey
state high school Group B
quarterfinals with a 3-1 victory over
the Manalapan Braves. The game was
played at the historic Warinanco Skat-
ing Center in Roselle. As with all win-
or-go-home tournament play, the Blue
Devils subscribe to the old sports
adage, “just win, baby”.

Following on their dramatic
McInnis Cup victory, the Blue Dev-
ils, ranked No. 3 in the NJ group B
flight, seemed to have a bit of a cham-
pionship hangover. Westfield was a
bit off kilter early in the game to start
their state title pursuit. However, like
a great baseball pitcher working with-
out his best fastball, Westfield was
able to grit and grind its way to sur-
vive and advance.

An early highlight for the Blue
Devils was a beauty of a play to open
the scoring in the first period. Junior
Nick Forno worked a gorgeous cen-
tering pass from below the goal line to
sophomore Brendan Kotiga (aka
Brotiga) who was able to find the
back of the net.

The Blue Devils would continue to
control the play but could not solve
the defense and netminder for the 14
seeded boys from just off Route 9 in
south/central New Jersey. Predictably,
midway through the second period

the Braves cashed in on an odd-man
rush to score the equalizer. Suddenly
Westfield found themselves in a dog
fight against the Braves. After two
periods the score was tied at one.

A much-needed break between the
second and third period seemed to
energize the Blue Devils. Entering
the third and final stanza, Westfield
did what it has done all year and
started to wear down their opponent.
Led by the line of senior Anthony
Oliveri and alternate captain Alex Park
and sophomore Dan MacDonald, the
Blue Devils presented a relentless
forecheck that hemmed Manalapan
in their own zone.

The pressure led to opportunities
and Westfield was finally able to capi-
talize. Once again it was Kotiga in the
middle of the action. The salty sopho-
more was knocked to the ice by a
Manalapan check, but remained com-
posed. From his knees Kotiga deliv-
ered the puck to junior alternate cap-
tain Trevor Tanella in the high slot.
Tanella stepped up from his outpost

on the blue line and buried the biscuit
in the basket for a 2-1 lead.

Once they had the lead the Blue
Devils squeezed time off the clock
like a boa constrictor. Key minutes
were provided by the line of Forno
and seniors Timmy Rosa and Tommy
Duffy.

Later in the third Tanella sealed the
deal by going coast-to-coast and fin-
ishing with a nifty backhander past the
Manalapan goalie. Blue Devil senior
captain goalie CJ Duffy was solid in
net all night and earned the win.

Westfield’s record stands at 16-5-
3. The Princeton High School Tigers
will be the next opponent for the Blue
Devils as they continue their state
championship quest. Follow the WHS
boys ice hockey teams on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuck on FaceBook and
Instagram. See the website for up to
date team schedules at
www.westfieldhockey.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

WINERY SALESROOM

Take Notice that Tomasello Winery has
applied to the Director of the Division of
Alcoholic Beverage Control for a Winery
Salesroom to be situated at 109 Walnut
Avenue, Retail Unit #2, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to the Director of the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
PO Box 087, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-
0087.

Tomasello Winery
225 North White Horse Pike

Hammonton, New Jersey 08037
2 T - 2/28/19
& 3/7/19, The Leader Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Public Schools will hold a meet-
ing on March 4, 2019.  The board will open
the meeting at 7:00 pm and go immedi-
ately into executive session to discuss
personnel matters.

Debi LeBrun
SBA/BS

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $11.22

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER SENIORS AND CHEERLEADERS...From left to right in uniforms, Raider seniors Miles Owen, Nick Merkel,
Anthony Porter, Jonathan Ramos and Danny Wright pose with the cheerleaders and coaches on “Senior Night”.

Photo by Varsity Vantage

MAKING A PASS..Blue Devil Tom Duffy makes a pass during a recent game.

Cougars Speer, Goff Named Athletes of the Week
Olivia Speer, a senior on the varsity basketball team had 19 points, four
rebounds and three assists to help lead the Cranford Cougars to a 51-35 victory
over Montclair last week in their “Senior Night”. Hunter Goff, a senior guard
on the basketball team, is averaging 19 points and has helped the Cougars
qualify for the state tournament.
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©2019 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 

Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. www.BHHSNJ.com

NMLS ID: 75164

For a No-Cost Mortgage 

Pre-Qualification,

visit www.PHMNJ.com

 

The NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® recognizes 

those members who have demonstrated excellence in the field of 

salesmanship.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Awards recognize the sales and 

production achievements of top professionals in the 42,000-member 

network. 

SUMMIT
392 Springfield Avenue

Summit, NJ

908-273-0400

WESTFIELD
215 North Avenue West

Westfield, NJ

908-232-5664

NEW PROVIDENCE
1260 Springfield Avenue

New Providence, NJ

908-464-5200

GOLD

LYNN BOYER 
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Gold

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Chairman’s Gold

GOLD

MICHELE DIBENEDETTO 
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Gold

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Chairman’s Gold

GOLD

IVONNE NADAL 
Sales Associate

“Team Nadal”
WESTFIELD OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Gold

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - President’s Circle

GOLD

CAROLYN PERREN 
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Gold

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - President’s Circle

SILVER

DENISE MARAN 
Broker-Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Silver

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - President’s Circle

BRONZE

DANIEL COUTURE 
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

TERI DANAHEY 
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

ANA DEFIGUEIREDO 
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

BRONZE

HOLLY FOLGIA 
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

MARCIA HICKS 
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - President’s Circle

BRONZE

DENISE HRYNKIEWICZ 
Sales Associate

NEW PROVIDENCE OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

JACQUELINE VENEZIO 
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Leading Edge Society

BRONZE

DONNA VESPA 
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

BRONZE

BINGHU “BEN” ZHANG 
Broker-Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

NJAR® Circle of Excellence

Sales Award®, 2018 - Bronze

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Leading Edge

ROSALEEN LIGHT-NEWBY 
Sales Associate

SUMMIT OFFICE

 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Chairman’s Gold

EBTSAM “SAM” SAYED 
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices,

2018 - Leading Edge Society
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Westfield - West Office 908 233.0065 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com

We proudly recognize the commitment of these Coldwell Banker®  independent sales associates – distinguished recipients of the NJ REALTORS® 
Circle of Excellence Sales Award® for 2018.

SHARON STEELE

CATHY SPLINTERJILL SKIBINSKYJULIE MANUEL MURPHY BETH SULLIVAN

FRANCESCA AZZARA

PLATINUM $20 Million & 30 Units Minimum or 125 Units | Distinguished Sales Club  (achiever for 10+ years)

GOLD $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units | Distinguished Sales Club  (achiever for 10+ years)

SILVER $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units | Distinguished Sales Club  (achiever for 10+ years)

BRONZE $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units | Distinguished Sales Club (achiever for 10+ years)

COLLEEN BERG DEBORAH CITARELLA JOCELYNE HOLDEN BARBARA LANG

CYNTHIA 
ALEXANDER

ILEEN 
CUCCARO

KATHLEEN 
GOULDEY

MARY 
DE PAOLA

JANICE 
GOOD-PIGA

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® Winners

YOU DESERVE 

THE BEST You’ll find them at Coldwell Banker®.

PATRICIA 
SPINNER

EULONDIA 
REESE-TURNER

JESSICA MARINO SHERRIE NATKO PATRICIA “PAT” PLANTE ANNE WEBER

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles 
of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000142

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-011877-10

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN
INTERTEST TO WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR BANK OF
AMERICA FUNDING CORPORATION MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2005-H

VS.
Defendant: ROBERTO SIA; FELICITAS L. SIA,

H/W
Sale Date: 03/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/22/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twelve Thousand Two Hundred Seventeen and
29/100*** $812,217.29.

The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 39 Carol Road, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 26, Block 1904.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 100 feet

by 120 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Sunset Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Forty-One Thou-

sand Three Hundred Seventy-Six and 19/100***
$841,376.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/21, 02/28, 03/07
& 03/14/19 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000040

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12253-17

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE, FOR THE
WAMU MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2004-AR10

VS.
Defendant: TIMOTHY J. SCHETELICH AND

LAURA E. SCHETELICH, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 03/06/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/05/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sev-
enty-Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty
and 10/100*** $677,730.10.

The property to be sold is located in SCOTCH
PLAINS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2426 HILL ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax Lot No. 4, in Block No. 7703.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.233.
Nearest Cross Street: MARLBORO ROAD.
BEGINNING AT A POINT marked by an iron

pipe found in the southeasterly sideline of Hill
Road, said point being 254.60 feet in a northeast-
erly direction from a point of curve in the south-
easterly sideline of Hill Road, said curve leading
into the northerly sideline of Marlboro Road:

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty: $5,215.00.
Sewer Open with Penalty: $522.24.
TOTAL AS OF November 29, 2018: $5,737.24.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety-Nine Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Eighty-Seven and 13/100***
$699,987.13 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 02/07, 02/14, 02/21
& 02/28/19 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000087

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-023773-17

Plaintiff: CHRISTIANA TRUST A DIVISION
OF WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,
FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT INDI-
VIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM
MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: BRUCE M. MORAN; DANIELLE

H. MORAN; WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR IRWIN HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST 2007-1

Sale Date: 03/13/2019
Writ of Execution: 11/27/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand One Hundred Six and 30/
100*** $456,106.30.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED [N:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 2338
Redwood Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 16, BLOCK # 6901.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000.315 AC.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Muir Terrace.
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventy-Four

Thousand Two Hundred Thirty and 76/100***
$474,230.76 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 810-5815
4 T - 02/14, 02/21, 02/28
& 03/07/19 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000215

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-046272-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: JOHN A. FUSCO, AND UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 03/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 04/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Eight Thousand Ninety-Six and 49/100***
$388,096.49.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 222 Central
Avenue.

Block: 5.20 (f/k/a 5.T), Lot: 62.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 000.973

AC
Nearest Cross Street: Poplar Avenue.
Subject to: Taxes current as of 3/30/2018.
Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities,

liens and interest since 3/30/2018
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifteen Thou-

sand Six Hundred Twenty-Nine and 34/100***
$415,629.34 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 02/21, 02/28, 03/07
& 03/14/19 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000291

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008204-17

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR HOME
EQUITY MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
TRUST SERIES INABS 2006-E, HOME EQ-
UITY MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES SERIES INABS 2006-E

VS.
Defendant: SUZANNE FEDORCZYK; PJM

TRADING CO.; STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/27/2019
Writ of Execution: 12/10/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Seventy-Eight Thousand Twenty-Eight and 13/
100*** $778,028.13.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 1410 RARITAN ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 26, BLOCK 14301.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.822 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: ALTON WAY.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $5,471.00 OPEN
• Sewer: Acet: 07/01/2018 - 12/31/2018

$271.12 OPEN PLUS PENALTY Sewer charges
are based on prior water consumption.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Ninety-Eight
Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Five and 84/
100*** $798,485.84 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 02/28, 03/07, 03/14
& 03/21/19 Fee: $195.84

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/21/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-171
AWARDED TO: Kologi & Simitz of

Linden, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: as special counsel to

represent John Kaminskas in the matter
entitled Emmanuel Mervilus v. UC, et als

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed $
20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/21/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-161
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting of

Red Bank, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide design and

inspection services related to the
stormwater system upgrades in compli-
ance with NJDEP for drainage improve-
ments at eastbound C.R. 622, MP. 035
(Mountain Avenue) Berkeley Heights, New
Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed $
19,600.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/21/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-145
AWARDED TO: Sage Eldercare, Sum-

mit, New Jersey
SERVICE: for the provision of transpor-

tation services through the Union County
Paratransit System for Adult Day Care
clients

PERIOD: February 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: reimbursement in the amount
of $4.00 per one way trip to the County of
Union.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/21/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-173
amending (Resolution No. 2019-133)
AWARDED TO: Groundwork Eliza-

beth
SERVICE: to include for the Administra-

tion of the UC Kids Dig In! a school Garden
Grant program in the amount of $50,000.00
combined with the already authorized
$50,000.00 towards the administration of
the Union County Means Green Commu-
nity Garden Grants

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/21/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-146
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Jewish Family Service $122,000.00
Sage, Eldercare Inc $100,003
Inpatient Care Services $20,000.00
Gracious Home Care, LLC $17,544.00
The Gateway Family/YMCA-WISE Adult
Day Services $22,552.00
JFK Adult Medical Day Program

$17,414.00
Alzheimer’ Assn NJ Chapter Caregiver
$5,000.00

SERVICE: for respite care services to
assist unpaid caregiver, 18 years or older

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $304,513.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/21/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-147
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Jewish Family Service $45,000.00
Sage, Eldercare $15,000.00
Community Access Unlimited$15,000.00
Visiting Nurse and Health Services

$25,000.00
SERVICE: to provide Home Care and

Nursing services to Union County resi-
dents

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

    COSTS: in the total amount not to
exceed $100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2126

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 4 OF THE TOWN
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD AS IT RELATES
TO THE HOURS FOR THE
RETAIL SALE OF ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGES FOR
CONSUMPTION ON AND OFF
PREMISES

WHEREAS, under State law (N.J.S.A.
33:1-40), the governing body of each mu-
nicipality may regulate the hours between
which the sale of alcoholic beverages at
retail may be made; and

WHEREAS, currently, the Town permits
the retail sale of alcoholic beverages that
are to be consumed off premises to occur
seven days per week, but varies those
hours depending on the type of alcoholic
beverages being sold, such that beer and
wine retail sales for off premises consump-
tion is permitted between 6:30 a.m. and
1:00 a.m. Mondays through Saturdays,
and 12:00 p.m. through 1:00 a.m. on Sun-
days; and liquor or hard spirits retail sales
for off premises consumption is permitted
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Mondays
through Saturdays, and 12:00 p.m. through
10:00 p.m. Sundays; and

WHEREAS, currently the Town also dif-
ferentiates the hours of the on-premises
sale of alcohol between Sundays and all
other days of the week;

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Coun-
cil have determined that the differential
treatment of hours based upon the type of
alcoholic beverage and the day of the
week is unnecessarily complicated, and
the varied and staggered hours of sale
serve no important public purpose, and
further that the public may benefit from the
convenience of extending the hours on
Sundays during which the sale of alcoholic
beverages for consumption off premises
can occur, without any detrimental effects
from such an extension on the public health
and safety;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Mayor and Town Council of the
Town of Westfield:

SECTION I.
Chapter 4, Alcoholic Beverages, of the

Town Code of the Town of Westfield is

amended by adding as follows:
Sec. 4-6. Hours of Operation.
No plenary retail consumption licensee

or club licensee shall sell, serve, deliver or
allow, permit or suffer the sale, service or
delivery of any alcoholic beverage or per-
mit the consumption of any alcoholic bev-
erage on the licensed premises between
the hours of 1:00 A.M. and 9:00 A.M.;
provided, that on the first day of January
such sales may be made up to 3:00 A.M.

No licensee shall sell or deliver, or allow,
permit or suffer the sale or delivery of any
alcoholic beverage at retail in its original
container for consumption off the licensed
premises or allow, permit or suffer the
removal of any alcoholic beverage in its
original or opened container from retail
licensed premises, before 9:00 A.M. or
after 10:00 P.M.

SECTION II.  Severability.
If any section, subsection, paragraph,

sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordi-
nance shall be declared invalid for any
reason whatsoever, such decision shall
not affect the remaining portions of this
Ordinance, which shall continue in full force
and effect, and to this end, the provisions
of this Ordinance are hereby declared to
be severable.

SECTION III.  Effective Date.
This ordinance shall take effect upon

final passage and publication in accor-
dance with law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
as amended at a Regular Meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
held on February 26, 2019 and will be
further considered for final passage by
said Town Council at the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM to be
held on March 12, 2019 or at any time and
place to which such meeting may be ad-
journed. All persons interested will be given
the opportunity to be heard concerning
such ordinance. Copies of this ordinance
are available at the Office of the Town
Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $93.33

PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD
Sunday, February 17, Yazan M.

Tarkhan, 35, of Clifton was arrested
on warrants out of Montvale, for
$1,000, and Passaic, for $750, pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue near Jersey Avenue in
Scotch Plains. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released on his own
recognizance with future court dates
to be set.

Sunday, February 17, a resident of
the 800 block of Forest Avenue re-
ported the theft of a license plate from
the rear of a motor vehicle. There were
no suspects at the time of the report.

Monday, February 18, Christopher
Dutan, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) pursuant to an accident
investigation on the 300 block of East
South Avenue. He was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, February 19, Polly
Powasnik, 28, of Cranford was ar-
rested on two active confirmed traf-
fic warrants, totaling $1,500, from
Westfield and Clark. Powasnik was
turned over to Westfield authorities
by the Somerset County jail. She
was transported to the Union County
jail in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, February 19, Edgardo
Barcenas, 3rd, 20, of Rahway was
arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and Ashton Barthelus, 23,
of Linden was arrested on an active
traffic warrant out of Rahway Mu-
nicipal Court, in the amount of
$1,000, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of East South Avenue
and Sussex Street. Both individuals
were transported to police headquar-
ters for processing. At headquarters,
Barcenas was released with a sum-
mons and Barthelus was released af-
ter posting full bail.

Wednesday, February 20, Heather
M. Kilkenny, 20, of Brick was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Central Avenue
near Vernon Terrace. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Thursday, February 21, a series of
motor vehicle burglaries was re-
ported on the 800 block of Kimball
Avenue, in which unknown suspects
gained entry to the vehicles. In one
case, two unsecured vehicles were
entered while they were parked in
the driveway of the residence. The
victim reported that a credit card
was taken from one of the vehicles.
In a second case, $15 in U.S. cur-
rency was taken from an unsecured
vehicle parked in front of a resi-

dence. Nothing was reported taken
in the third incident, during which
the vehicle was parked in the drive-
way of the home.

Thursday, February 21, a resident
of the 600 block of Tremont Avenue
reported that one or more unknown
suspects gained entry into her un-
locked motor vehicle between 9 a.m.
on February 20 and 5:08 a.m. on
February 21. Nothing was deter-
mined to be missing at the time of
the report.

Thursday, February 21, a resident of
the 200 block of Baker Avenue re-
ported that her unsecured motor ve-
hicle, parked in her driveway, was
burglarized. It did not appear at the
time of the report that anything had
been taken. The time frame for the
incident was between 3 p.m. on Feb-
ruary 20 and 8:33 a.m. on February 21.

FANWOOD
Thursday, February 21, an officer

was investigating a suspicious-per-
son call on the 190 block of South
Avenue. The officer located this per-
son and a check showed an active
warrant out of Millburn. The indi-
vidual was arrested, processed and
released by Millburn Municipal
Court. He was identified as Willie
Martin, Jr., 56, of Plainfield.

Saturday, February 23, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and La Grande Avenue for a
motor vehicle violation. A check of the
driver showed an active warrant out of
the Morris County Sheriff’s Office.
The driver was arrested, processed and
turned over to the Morris County
Sheriff’s Office. He was identified as
Williams Jean-Charles, 51, of Fords.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, February 13, Elaine

Kwiatek, 26, of Linden was arrested
and charged with possession of un-
der 50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on
Raritan Road for a brake light out.
Kwiatek was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, she was issued
motor vehicle summonses for main-
tenance of lamps, having an ob-
structed view and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Thursday, February 14, Nathaniel
Louis, 21, of Hillside was arrested
and charged with unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon, possession of un-
der 50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia after a
2001 Honda was stopped on North
Avenue East for an expired inspec-
tion decal. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police arrested a
passenger in the vehicle, identified
as Louis, for suspected marijuana
found in his possession. In addition,
police recovered a loaded .45ACP
handgun in Louis’ possession. He
was processed and turned over to the
Union County jail pending a deten-
tion hearing. The driver was issued

motor vehicle summonses for an in-
spection violation and for being an
unlicensed/suspended driver.

Friday, February 15, Charles Osei,
20, of Union was arrested and charged
with eluding police following a mo-
tor vehicle stop at North Union Av-
enue and Claremont Place for erratic
driving. Following an investigation
on scene, the driver, Osei, was ar-
rested after he initially failed to stop
for police units. He was processed
and provided with a state Superior
Court appearance date. In addition,
he was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for reckless driving, speed-
ing, failure to keep right, an unsafe
lane change, failure to signal a turn,
failure to stop, improper use of a horn
and maintenance of lamps.

Friday, February 15, Anthony
Quimi, 22, of Bloomfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at
Raritan Road and Centennial Av-
enue for a taillight out. Quimi was
processed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date. In ad-
dition, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for unclear plates, not
wearing a seatbelt and possession of
a controlled dangerous substance in
a motor vehicle.

Saturday, February 16, George
Haley, 22, of Roselle was arrested
and charged with possession of under
50 grams of marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia following
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
East and Carpenter Place for driving
without headlights on. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
Haley for suspected marijuana found
inside the vehicle. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
driving without headlights on and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, February 17, Joshua
Anderson, 31, of Morristown was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of under 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug parapherna-
lia following a motor vehicle stop at
Centennial and Winans Avenues for
a brake lamp out. Anderson, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was processed
and provided with a municipal court

“Great work, Free estimates”
References Available.

If you need a  hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment

Call Agnes (908) 787-3003

POLISH CLEANING LADY

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

40 temp farm workers needed
4/1/19 – 11/15/19. Workers will
perform various tasks associated
with planting, pruning, thinning and
harvesting crops according to
supervisor’s instructions. Workers
will have extensive periods of
sitting, standing, walking, pushing,
pulling, repetitive movement,
frequent stooping and lifting up to
75 lbs. Must have 3 months
experience in apple tree training &
affirmative job references. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will vary
according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion. EOE.
Worksite in Orleans & Monroe Co
NY. Report or send a resume to
nearest local NJ One Stop Career
Center office or call 908-412-7980
& reference Job #NY-1289620. RM
Zingler Farms- Kendall, NY

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

10 Temp Farmworkers needed
4/1/19 – 12/23/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with planting, thinning, cultivating
& hand harvesting crops according
to supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stooping and
lifting 75lbs. Must have 3 months
experience hand harvesting on a
commercial farm & affirmative job
references. May random drug test
at employer’s expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
40 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr,
applicable piece rate depending
on crop activity, or current
applicable AEWR. Raise/bonus at
employer discretion. EOE.
Worksite in Monroe & Orleans
Co. NY. Applicants report/send a
resume to the nearest NJ Career
Center office or call 908-412-7980
& ref job order #NY1290274.
Brightly Farms LLC- Hamlin, NY

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

Tired of cleaning your house or
apartment? I will do it for you.
Good Prices. Excellent
references. Free Estimates!

(862) 307-3481

OPEN HOUSE

Beautiful townhouse at 701 Park
Place, Springfield. 3 bedrooms, 3
1/2 bathrooms, rare first floor bed-
room suite, vaulted ceilings and
wood floors throughout, modern
kitchen, park-like setting, lots of
storage! Private sale. $489,000.

Open House
Sunday, March 3rd

2:00 - 4:00.
Call 201-248-1194

for directions

BABY SITTERS NEEDED

Do you love children? The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue, needs child
care baby sitters on Sunday's from
9-11:15 a.m. Some extended
times for meetings and lunches
may be included. The rate is $15.
per hour. A substantial background
check will be done at the church’s
expense. For information and an
interview, call Christine Treger at

(908) 233-0301, ext. 38

HELP WANTED

Small Westfield law firm is looking
for a full time Office Administrator.
Previous work in a law firm a plus.

Please submit a resume
and cover letter to

contactus@pfolawfirm.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings.

Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, February 20, a resi-

dent on Tillinghast Turn reported
the theft of a package delivered to
his house. The matter is under inves-
tigation.

Thursday, February 21, the man-
agement at a Route 22 gas station
reported a theft. A customer left the
location without paying for gas. The
matter is under investigation.

Saturday, February 23, Sekdu T.
Harris, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana during a motor vehicle stop.
Harris was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Sunday, February 24, Althea S.
Riley, 38, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving under the
influence during a motor vehicle
stop. Riley was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Sunday, February 24, Melvin C.
Overbey, 42, of Linden was arrested
on an active warrant out of the Essex
County Sheriff’s Department during a
motor vehicle stop. Additional war-
rants out of Orange, Paramus, East
Orange, Paterson and Linden also were
located. Overbey was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Sunday, February 24, James
McCoy, 58, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an active warrant out of
Burlington City during a field inves-
tigation. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

appearance date. In addition, the
driver was issued a motor vehicle
summons for a seatbelt violation.

Monday, February 18, Sharon
Marosi, 44, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS), possession of prescription
legend drugs, possession of drug
paraphernalia, under the influence
of a CDS and driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after she was involved
in a one-car motor vehicle crash on
the 200 block of Centennial Avenue.
Marosi also was charged with pre-
scription legend drugs and suspected
crack-cocaine found inside the ve-
hicle. She was processed and pro-
vided with a state Superior Court
appearance date. In addition, she was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
reckless driving, careless driving,
failure to keep right, obstructing traf-
fic, speeding on a sidewalk, delay-
ing traffic and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a mo-
tor vehicle.
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Blue Devils Oust Roselle Catholic in UCT Semi
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Raiders Halt Crusaders, 61-55
In Boys Hoops Season Finale

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Outflank Cougars
On Boys Hoops ‘Sr. Night’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

In our current wacky world, people
get their news as often from their cell
phone as from television and radio.
And, sadly, newspapers come in a
distant fourth. And we’re constantly
told that what we see and hear and
know is actually unreality, fake news;
what we know to be false we are told
is real.(Thankfully I’m old and won’t
have to deal with it much longer.)

So it’s never a bad thing to spend
some time on microfilm machines at
your local library. You can look back
to the time when newspapers really
mattered, and when really good news-
papers and really good writers did
some really good things.

The two things that I remember
most from the last 60 or so years were
both high school-oriented projects that
involved a lot of research by two of
the state’s premier sports sections of
their day.

One was The Newark Star-Ledger’s
Team of the Century series that started
on Sept. 26, 1999, and ran every Sun-
day until June 4, 2000. They picked
all-time all-star teams for 27 sports, a
Player of the Century, and all-decade
teams for each decade that the sport
existed in the 20th century.

The massive project of course had a
Westfield touch. Paul Robeson, the
Defensive Player of the Century, at-
tended Westfield schools from 1906-
10 before moving to Somerville; Chuck
Gantner Jr., the Boys Swimmer of the
Century, trained at the Westfield “Y”.
Michele Mollard, Dave Perkowski,
Rob Schmalz, Kim Schmidt, Cliff
Sheehan, and Westfield native
Tamecka Dixon were all named to
their respective Team of the Century.
And many WHS athletes were named
to assorted teams of the decade.

BY SPORT:
Football: Paul Robeson, Defensive

Player of the Century. Others named to
the all-decade teams were: Lee War-
ing (1930s), Peter Braun (1950s), Glen
Kehler, Butch Woolfolk, Jim Zitch and
coach Gary Kehler (1970s).

Field hockey: Jen Schwarzenbek
(1990s).

Girls tennis: Kim Schmidt, Team of
the Century; Avis Fromer (1970s),
Kathy Federici (1980s).

Boys cross-country: Cliff Sheehan,
Team of the Century; Edgar Hoos
(1940s), Rob Bonnetti, Tom
Zimmerman (Holy Trinity, Westfield
native) (1950s), Matt Elmuccio (1990s).

Boys soccer: Chris Wojcik (1990s).
Girls soccer: Michele Mollard, Team

of the Century; Sally Parizeau (1980s).
Wrestling: Dave Morash (1960s).
Boys bowling: Evan Baum and Brett

Rosenblatt (1990s).
Boys swimming: Chuck Gantner Jr.,

Swimmer of the Century (Piscataway,
Westfield YMCA); Dave Perkowski,
Team of the Century; Bob Clotworthy
(1940s), Roger Anderson, Dick Schmal
(1950s), Gordon Clark, John Ketcham,
Doug McOwen, Steve Schmitt, Don
Mutz and coach Joe Della Badia
(1960s).

Girls swimming: Lora Masters and
Dana Zonnevylle (1970s), coach
Merilyn Diamond (1980s).

Girls basketball: Tamecka Dixon
(Linden, Westfield native) (Team of
the Century).

Boys tennis: David Robinson
(1970s).

Boys golf: Bill Jeremiah (1980s),
Rich Jeremiah (1990s).

Boys track: Bob McCoy (1930s),
Butch Woolfolk (1970s), MattElmuccio
(1990s).

Boys lacrosse: Rob Schmalz (Team
of the Century); Dan Gilday, Gregg
Schmalz (1980s), Chris Wojcik (1990s).

Softball: Jackie Booth and Chris
Diemer (1980s).

Baseball: Jeff Torborg (1950s).
A little more than 20 years before

that, in July 1988, the Asbury Park
Press took on an equally laborious
project: “WINNERS: A championship
town.” The Press took 11 sports and
picked 11 different towns/schools that
were most representative of each sport,
and then sent a reporter and photogra-
pher there.

Starting on Sunday, July 17, with
Asbury Park track and field and run-
ning through Thursday, July 28, with
Camden boys basketball, the Press’s
writers tracked down athletes, coaches
and fans from years, sometimes de-
cades ago, visited local bars and bar-
ber shops and delis and got some
amazing stories.

BY SPORT:
Track: Asbury Park
Swimming: Westfield
Tennis: Cherry Hill East
Soccer: Kearny
Cross country: Bernards
Wrestling: Phillipsburg
Football: Brick
Field hockey: Shore
Baseball: Memorial (West New

York)
Girls basketball: Hoffman (South

Amboy)
Boys basketball: Camden

WILD WEEKEND
Track: There was no school record

at the Meet of Champions Saturday in
Toms River, but there was something
even better – a historic first-place fin-
ish in the 4x400 relay. Seniors Ajay
Olson, Matt McIntyre, Steve Zucker
and Jake Saltzer (49.4) edged Eliza-
beth by .13 of a second, 3:24.29 to
3:24.42, and Christian Brothers
(3:24.48) by .19. The Devils now have
11 indoor MOC champions; the first
10 were all individual.(Note: The
Grand Championships were first held
in 1969. The name was changed to
All-Groups in 1981 and then to Meet
of Champions in 1996.)

Earlier last week, on Feb. 19, the
4x200 team of McIntyre (23.1), Olson
(22.4), Zucker (22.9) and Saltzer (22.2)
set an indoor school record 1:30.52,
winning the Eastern States champion-
ship at New York’s 168th Street Ar-
mory.

That was the quartet’s second school
record relay in four days, having won
the state Group 4 mile relay title on
Feb. 16, again edging Elizabeth. Their

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Paul Robeson lived in Westfield from
1906-10. He was named New Jersey’s
Defensive Player of the Century by a
newspaper.

last indoor mile relay state title was 85
years ago, in 1934!

Wrestling: Juniors Luke Hoerle and
CJ Composto captured Region 4 titles,
senior Tim Miller was second and
junior Quinn Gimblette was fourth on
Saturday at Union. All four earned
trips to Atlantic City for this weekend’s
state championships.

Hoerle (120 pounds) won three re-
gional matches to give him 100 for his
career. Composto (126) avenged his
only loss of the season with a 3-2
victory in the 126 final. He had notched
his 100th career win on Friday night,
so he’ll take 102 career Ws to A.C.

WHS has had 45 regional champi-
ons. Composto joins Cory Posey as a
three-time winner, while Hoerle be-
came the sixth two-time champ, along
with Dave Morash, Bill Kenny, Mark
Dennis, Dave Brown and Onur
Tezucar.

Girls basketball: WHS fell to
Patrick School, 45-35, in the Union
County Tournament final. But the Blue
Devils came back from an early 12-0
deficit to make it a 30-27 game going
into the final quarter. It was the third
time in coach Liz McKeon’s five years
that her team lost to the Celtics in the
UCT final, and the fourth time they
were eliminated by them.

Ali Lisanti has quietly moved into
the No. 2 spot for single-season 3-
point baskets. The junior bomber has
49 treys this winter, breaking a tie with
Erin Miller (2007) and Molly Ryan
(2018), and trailing only Hall of Famer
Krissy Jeremiah, who made 66 in 1988,
the first year of 3-pointers.

KNAPP: 1,000 PLUS
Senior Jackie Knapp, who scored

1,370 points at WHS, surpassed 1,000

career points at Tufts University on
Sunday, with 25 during the Jumbo’s
75-69 win over previously unbeaten
Bowdoin in the NESCAC tournament
final. Knapp, who nailed four free
throws in the final half-minute, now
has 1,005 points.

Freshman Molly Ryan, who scored
902 points at WHS, had nine points
Sunday and has 191 this winter.

Tufts (25-2) avenged its two regu-
lar-season losses this weekend, beat-
ing Bowdoin and two-time defending
national champion Amherst, 47-46,
and advanced to the Division 3 tour-
nament.

IN PASSING
Shawn McMiller (‘77) passed on

Feb. 4 at age 59. The outstanding
sprinter was on the 1977 track team
that won WHS’s first state Group 4
championship. Earlier that spring at
Penn Relays, he ran the leadoff leg –
followed by Butch Woolfolk, Glenn
Miller and Frank Kelly – on a 4x110
team that won WHS’s first medal at
Penn Relays in over 35 years. Their
time was a school record 42.0; the
next year WHS won the Champion-
ship of America 4x110 in 42.1.

Don Newcombe, who won Rookie of
the Year, Cy Young and Most Valuable
Player awards with the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers during a 10-year major league pitch-
ing career, passed on Feb. 19 at age 92.
Newcombe, a 16-year-old from Eliza-
beth, played for the Westfield Colored
Bombers in the summer of 1942.

Peter Tork, the bass guitarist for the
Monkees, passed on Feb. 21 at age 77.

ON THIS DATE
1959: Ray Bailey and Bob Haines

controlled the backboards as the WHS
basketball team defeated Cranford, 54-
46, at the Elizabeth Armory to win its
first Union County Tournament title.
The victory came three weeks after the
Cougars beat the Blue Devils, 74-49.

AROUND THIS DATE
Feb. 26, 1965: WHS divers Steve

McCoy, Terry Gass, Mike Ward and
Jeff Schaub finished 1-2-3-4 at the
Eastern Interscholastic Swimming
Championships.

Feb. 26, 2008: Senior Adam Bergo
soared 7 feet to set a school high jump
record in the Eastern States Champi-
onships at New York’s 168th Street
Armory.

Feb. 27, 1965: Bob Felter and Steve
Wright had 17 points each but it was
Jerry Richards’ monster game – 12
points, 9 rebounds, 5 steals while de-
fending against star Wayne Huckel –
that sparked sixth-seeded WHS to a
61-52 victory over top-seeded
Cranford in the Union County Tour-
nament final.

March 1, 1947: Sophomore Bob
Clotworthy won the first of his three
state diving titles, becoming WHS’s
first aquatic state champion.

Newspapers Were Once
A Must-Read for Sports

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Harry's Painting &

Handy Man Services
Specializing in all types of

residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs

gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 201-951-1810

for a free estimate

fense and that’s what kept us going.
Once we did well on defense, our
offense started doing really well too,”
answered Lisanti, who added, “We
always spread the floor and that’s
when we find each other.”

The third quarter began with the
Lions drawing the Blue Devils into
foul trouble but it ended with the
Lions plunging deeply into foul
trouble, especially with Taniya Hanner
needing to take a seat. The result was
each team scoring 20 points, with the
Blue Devils carrying a 49-32 lead
into the fourth quarter. Lisanti hit two
more threes and a 2-pointer. Dwyer
hit a 3-pointer and Kreusser sank a
pair of free throws. Klag put in seven
points and began to redeem herself at
the line, hitting two of three.

“I had a little trouble. I kind of let
the heat of the game get to me. I just
had to realize that I had to keep doing
what I was doing all season long be-
cause I was shooting well from the
line. I just had to get it out of my
head,” Klag confessed.

The fourth quarter turned out to be
a “free throw mania” with the Blue
Devils sinking nine of 16 attempts
and the Lions hitting six of nine. Dwyer
sank four of six from the line and
Stravach hit both of hers to finish 4-
for-4 on the evening.

“Our assistant coach Marcy talked
to us all week about envisioning beat-
ing them, envisioning making the free
throws. And every time I got to the
line, I thought about making them.
Also I copied Grace. I’m sticking to a
routine now and I am just trying to
make them every time,” Stravach said.

Lisanti also proved she was effec-
tive from the line also, going 2-for-2.

“We always practice free throws
every day. We just got to relax and we
always tell each other to relax when
we are shooting our free throws,”
Lisanti said.

The semifinal victory became the
first time that the Blue Devils had
beaten Roselle Catholic three times
in one season.

“I don’t think we’ve ever had. The

mentality coming in today was that
we needed to play like this was our
first time seeing them. They were
going to have a chip on their shoulder
from losing that buzzer beater. It was
super close and you know that they
had to think they should have won
that game, so we had to prove to them
that we were the better team,” Stravach
said.

“That’s just amazing! We knew
coming into the game that it was go-
ing to be tough. They wanted to beat
us so bad. We played our game, we
relaxed, we took them down, we got
their big player out of the game. Our
main focus was Hanner and that’s
how we beat them,” Lisanti explained.

“It feels great being a part of this
team. I have been coming to the games
in the past years and watched them
play Roselle Catholic. It feels good to

be a part of a team to beat them,” Klag
added.

Next on the list would be The Patrick
School for the championship at Kean
University.

“We have to know the personnel.
They do have shooters. They have
inside players too, so we just have to
recognize the personnel in the game
during the play and readjust,” Klag
said.

“I’ve never beaten The Patrick
School. I feel like it’s personal. Sopho-
more year I remember winning the
semifinals going into The Patrick
School game and we didn’t have a
shot all game. It was terrible. I want to
go back and I want to beat them at
Kean. I want to win a county final,”
Stravach expressed.
Roselle Catholic   6   6 20 14 46
Westfield   7 22 20 11 60

and told me to be aggressive on de-
fense, especially at halftime in the
locker room, I was playing lackadai-
sical on defense in the first half. So he
told me to jump the passing lanes a
little bit more, create steals. Then
after that, it would lead to more points
and more energy. Luckily we were
able to do that,” Crowley said.

With the intensity of the rivalry
heating up, a lot of time was spent at
the line in the fourth quarter. Nine of
the Cougars’ 13 points came from the
line, while the Blue Devils, who were
4-for-8 from the line continued to find
the mark from additional areas on the
court. Ferrero pumped in another
seven points.

“Prior to yesterday, I didn’t know it
was a rivalry. Coach McKeon really
stressed that to us after practice. I
think that got us ready for today more
than anything. We were ready to come
and play. We really wanted to beat

Cranford and get our tenth win of the
season, which is important to us. I
think we came out and did that very,
very well,” Ferrero said.

“It was a big win for us, especially
before the state tournament. It gives
us a lot of confidence going into it,
especially the way we played in the
second half. We played well together.
We moved the ball well together. That
gives us an extra boost and a lot of
confidence going into the state tour-
nament,” Crowley expressed.

The 13th-seeded Blue Devils were
to face the fourth-seeded Watchung
Hills Warriors in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament on February 25 and the 13th-
seeded Cougars traveled to face the
fourth-seeded Colonia Patriots on
February 26 in the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Tournament.
Westfield 12 18 21 17 68
Cranford 15 11 10 13 49

a 32-27 lead to a 41-27 advantage
with just under four minutes remain-
ing in the quarter. Williams scored in
multiple ways during the critical
stretch. He hit on a baseline three-
point basket at the 4:41 mark then
followed that with a three-point play
after getting fouled on a successful
jump shot. Then Williams buried an-
other 3-pointer from the corner to
give the Raiders a nice 14-point cush-
ion. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood lead
grew to as many as 15 points after a
Justin Guy dunk made it 43-28 with
2:17 left in the third period.

But Johnson did not come into the
Scotch Plains gym to take a nap. The
Crusaders made a spirited run at the
home team and got to do their own bit
of celebrating when senior guard Bran-
don Hund scored the 1,000th point of
his career late in the contest. Trailing
48-36 early in the final period, Johnson
went on a 13-2 run that cut the Raider
lead to 49-46 with three and a half
minutes still to play in the game.

Porter came up with a big 3-pointer
from the top to stop the bleeding and
give the Raiders a 52-46 lead with
3:12 left on the clock.

“We were just running our screens
down and we worked the ball around
and the defense got a little lazy and I
was able to get an open look. It put us
up by six, which at that point in the
game was a pretty important spread,”
said Porter, a point guard who scored
17 points.

Fittingly, the seniors would play
large role in deciding the game in the
final moments.

“It was really nice to be able to
come out and play alongside all of the
seniors together in this final game,”
said Merkel, whose 3-point basket
with just under two minutes to play
gave the Raiders a 55-47 lead. “You

don’t get a lot of opportunities to do
that during the course of the season,
so it was a fun experience to be able to
do that and play well together.”

After a three-point basket by
Johnson cut it to 55-50, Williams
sank a pair of free throws to make it
57-50 with 1:14 remaining. Moments
later Porter converted a pair of free
throw attempts to make it 59-52 with
:47 remaining.

Johnson had one last push left in
them and it came when Hund sank a
three-point bomb from the top that
pulled the Crusaders to within four at
59-55 with :30 on the clock. The
basket put Hund over the 1,000 point
mark and the game was stopped briefly
to honor his milestone achievement.
When it resumed, Williams kept the
game safely in the win column for the
Raiders when he sank a pair of free
throws for the final margin of victory.

“It was a total team effort,” said
Coach Siracusa. “We played our hearts
out and played for one another. We
battled through adversity and came
out of it with a win. It is really nice to
be able to send the seniors out on a
high note.”

The victory gave the Raiders a final
season record of 6-15, their first los-
ing mark in three years.

“We just wanted to end the season
on the right note and come out and get
a win on our home floor,” said senior
guard Jon Ramos. “It is special to be
able to finish out your career on your
home floor with a win.”

Fellow senior Danny Wright agreed.
“I was happy,” said Wright. “I was

able to score a couple of times and
play good defense. That is what I’ve
been working towards and it was a
really fun experience.”
AL Johnson 10 15 11 19 55
Sc Pl-Fanwood 13 17 16 15 61

Blue Devil Boys Win 4x4 at MOC;
All–UC Indoor Track Selections:
Westfield High School Blue Devils

Ajay Olson, Steve Zucker, Matt
McIntyre and Jake Saltzer finished
first in the 4x400 meters with a time
of 3:24.29 at the Meet of Champions
at the Bennett Center in Toms River
on February 23-24. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders Myles Singletary,
Justin Williams, Kyle Estivene and
Jacob Leigh finished seventh in the
event at 3:28.31.

Leigh finished fourth in the 200 at

22.69 and Saltzer finished fifth in the
400 at 50.45. Leigh also finished sixth
in the 55 meter dash at 6.53 and
Estivene finished ninth in the prelimi-
nary round of the 55 hurdles at 7.78.
Raider Ben Fleischer finished 17th in
the 3,200 at 9:34.66.

For the girls, Blue Devil Katie
Hamilton crossed third in the 800
with a time of 2:16,29 behind Union
Catholic Viking Leena Morant at
2:13.08, while Blue Devil Isabel
Boufarah finished 13th at 2:19.56.
Blue Devil Erica Lawrence placed
fourth in the shot put with a shove of
39-10.5. Viking Jerika Lufrano won
the 1,600 in 4:59.26. The Vikings also
finished first in the 4x400 at 3:53.84
and second in the 4x800 at 9:30.45.
Vikings Sydney Tucker at 7.16 and
Chidumga Nkolume at 7.23 finished
3-4 in the 55 dash. AL Johnson’s Carly
Tarentino placed sixth in the high jump
with a clearance of 5-4.

ALL UNION COUNTY:
For the boys, Blue Devils Ajay

Olson, Steve Zucker, Matt McIntyre
and Jake Saltzer were selected All-
UC First Team in the 4x400. Raider
Jacob Leigh was selected All-UC First
Team in the 55 dash. Kyle Estivene
was  All-UC Second Team in the 55
hurdles. Raiders Brandon Garcia and
Ben Fleischman were selected All-
UC First Team in the 1,600 and 3,200,
respectively.

For the girls, Blue Devil Erica
Lawrence was selected All-UC First
Team in the shot put. Katie Hamilton
in the 800, Lauren Triarsi in the 55
hurdles, Caroline Collins in the 1,600,
Sarah Hacker in the 3,200 and Leah
Norton in the pole vault were selected
All-UC Third Team.

Pat School Tops Blue Devils for UCT Title, 45-35
The top-seeded Patrick School girls basketball team defeated the second-

seeded Westfield Blue Devils, 45-35, for the Union County Tournament title
at Kean University in Union on February 23. Lashae Dwyer led the Celtics with
17 points, while Quanaijah McDowell netted 12 points and Asonah Alexander
scored six points.

Faith Dobosiewicz led the Blue Devils with 13 points, including a 3-pointer
and six free throws, and added 10 rebounds, two assists, two steals and two
blocks. Ali Lisanti hit a pair of 3-pointers and had two assists. Caroline Dwyer
had seven points, including a 3-pointer, with two steals and an assist. Charlotte
Dursee had four points, two assists and three steals. Sam Stravach had four
points, four rebounds, two assists, a block and a steal. Grace Klag had four
rebounds, two assists and a free throw.

Blue Devil Bowlers
Blank Dayton Bulldogs

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team increased it record to 17-1
with a 7-0 shutout of the Jonathan
Dayton Bulldogs on February 21.
The Blue Devils had a 2,761 pin
count to the Bulldogs’ 1,690.

Dylan Kurstedt rolled the high
series of 605 with games of 147, 236
and 222. Dante Morales rolled only
one game and came up with the high
game of 248. Will Shepard rolled
games of 211, 143 and 145 for a 499
total. David Orenberg rolled games
of 145, 158 and 159 for a 462 total
and Austin Peterson rolled games of
179 and 210. Trey Rabinowitz rolled
a 210, Jon Grossman rolled a 180
and Tyler Devitt rolled a 168.
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EXPERT  MATH TUTOR

Personalized coaching in all H.S.

math subjects incl.  AP calculus

Highly experienced,

Great results

Call Mel  732-603-9521

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Eligible

53rd Annual 
Westfield Rotary 

Breakfast With The Bands

Saturday, March 2nd, 8am - Noon
Westfield High School

Admission: $10
Proceeds to support Rotary’s 

Scholarship & Grants programs and Project Hunger

Platinum Sponsors:

David Foltz
Buttermore and Foltz 

Attorneys at Law

Special thanks to our Partners:

David Chango Named
To Dean’s List At
Loyola University

FANWOOD — David Chango, a
member of the class of 2022 from
Fanwood, has been named to the fall
2018 Dean’s List at Loyola Univer-
sity Maryland.

In order to qualify for the Dean’s List
at Loyola, a student must achieve a
minimum QPA of at least 3.500 for the
term, provided that, in the term they
have successfully completed courses
totaling a minimum of 15 credits.

MAGIC OF SCIENCE...Students enjoy learning the science behind The Statue of
Liberty’s color, during J.A. Coles School annual Science Fair on February 6. The
Science Fair is a non-competitive PTA-sponsored event that gives the opportunity
for Coles students in grades 1 to 4 to showcase various scientific interests and
explorations. A total of 160 students participated in the fair, of which 35 were first
graders, 38 second graders, 45 third graders and 52 fourth graders. There were
individual, as well as team presentations of 77 projects. Students presented on
various topics including volcanoes, magnets, correlation between propeller size
and thrust, gravity, alternative ways to inflate balloons, elephant toothpaste,
crystals, hydraulics and environmental studies.

POSTCARD RACE...Franklin third graders are participating in the Great Ameri-
can Postcard Race with the goal to acquire postcards from every state. The cards
must be addressed to Franklin School, include three facts about the state and be
postmarked from that state. “Many students contact friends, relatives, and even
government officials for information,” said teacher Penny O’Donnell. “It’s a great
way to learn about the regions of the United States. The students love it!”  Pictured,
from left, are: Hunter Burns, Kurt Cederqvist, Holly Dalgliesh and Khadeeja Khan.

SP-F Schools Receive 2018
UC STEM Scholars Grants
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains-

Fanwood K-12 Science Supervisor,
Guida Faria, shared the  news that Park
and Terrill Middle Schools were
awarded grants from Union County
STEM totaling $1,800. Park Middle
School seventh grade Tech Ed teacher,
Erica Toto, and Principal Jocelyn
Dumaresq, Ed.D., will be receiving
$800 for Afterschool STEM, which
will help fund the purchase of a 3D
printer for Park’s S.T.E.A.M. Club. This
printer will enable students to see their
prototype designs come to life as it 3D
prints and then allows the students to
compare its success relative to the first
two prototypes.

Peggy Brown and John Scholtz, sixth
grade science teachers at Park Middle
School, were awarded a Union County
STEM grant for Project Based Learn-
ing totaling $500. The goal of this grant
is to purchase fossils and other materi-
als needed to create a simulated fossil
dig in the classroom. Students will prac-
tice fossil preparation skills using real
tools and techniques to remove real
fossils from an artificial mix. The sec-
ond goal is to expose students to vari-
ous STEM related careers, in particu-
lar, paleontology and archeology.

Terrill Middle School seventh grade

teacher, Michael Wolenter and princi-
pal Kevin Holloway, Ed.D., were
awarded a Union County STEM Grant
for project-based learning totaling $500.
This project-based learning unit is
called, “Aquaponics: Looking for the
Best Solution to a Growing Problem”
and is designed to have students look at
a possible solution to the growing prob-
lem of feeding an increasing world
population. The goal of this grant is to
purchase various aquaponic and hy-
droponic systems to determine ideal
conditions for optimal plant growth.

Faces of Reality Presentation
On Drunk Driving at SPFHS

SCOTCH PLAINS — On January
30, the Grim Reaper visited the stu-
dents of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) as part of the Faces
of Reality presentation. During the
day, students that agreed to partici-
pate left their classes escorted by the
Grim Reaper. They then received a
sign and a dark purple t-shirt. This
was to represent their “death.” This
number signifies the number of people
that will die in an alcohol related
automobile crash. According to Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving (MADD),
one person dies every 51 minutes due
to an alcohol related automobile ac-
cident in our country daily. Addition-
ally, there were 48 students that agreed
to participate by wearing bandages
around their heads or on their non-
dominant arm. This represented the
number of people who are injured
daily due to an alcohol related auto-
mobile accident. One person is in-
jured every two minutes according to
MADD. There were approximately
80 students that participated in the
program during the day.

The presentation started with the
Grim Reaper removing students from

classes. The students then returned to
class wearing either light purple or
dark purple shirts representing either
death or injury due to a drugged,
drunk or distracted driver.

At the end of the day, juniors and
seniors attended an assembly that
highlighted the consequences of mak-
ing a poor decision while driving.
Speakers included: Officer Elliott
Bernard from the Fanwood Police
Department, Detective Chris Aversa,
School Resource Officer (SRO), Bill
Mariani from Rossi’s Funeral Home,
and Health and Physical Education
teacher Ashleigh Boyce. Officer Ber-
nard and Detective Aversa spoke
about the immediate aftermath of a
motor vehicle crash. Mr. Mariani
spoke about what it is like to plan the
funeral of a young adult. Ms. Boyce
spoke about her experience during
her senior year of college when her
boyfriend was struck and killed by a
drunk driver.

The program was sponsored by the
Municipal Alliance, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PTA, SPFHS, DECA and
District Student Assistance Coordi-
nator Knodel-Gordon.

FACES OF REALITY...On January 30, the Grim Reaper visited the students of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) as part of the Faces of Reality
presentation to educate students about the consequences of drunk driving.

Yu to Perform in All-
State Orchestra

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Jonathan Yu,
an eleventh-grade student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS), has been accepted into the
New Jersey All-State Orchestra for
2019 as a result of his successful
clarinet audition at the All-State level.
Jonathan will now represent the
SPFHS music program and perform
with the State’s most talented high
school musicians in November at the
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City and
at the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center in Newark.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Model
UN Team Earns Recognition
AREA — The Wardlaw+Hartridge

(W+H) School Model United Na-
tions team competed at the AMUN
conference during the second week-
end of February alongside high
schools from throughout New Jersey
and performed extremely well.

W+H delegates represented the
WHO (World Health Organization),
NATO, FIFA, Saudi Arabia, Norway,
Australia, and several other interna-
tional bodies in an attempt to solve
crises in a collaborative way. Del-
egates tackled infant mortality,
cybersecurity, the economic impact
of military interventions, the host city
of the World Cup, and other global
problems.

Wardlaw+Hartridge students
earned several team and individual
honors including Outstanding Small

Delegation, a Verbal Commendation
for Camila Fang, Honorable Mention
for Pooja Nandhyala, and Outstand-
ing Delegate for Neil Shah, all of
Edison.

“The conference was a resounding
success and the team looks forward to
more memories and achievements in
the months and years ahead,” said
Cristian Fernandez, W+H faculty
advisor.

GROWING KIND KIDS...Caretaking of the classroom plants is part of building
a peaceful and respectful environment at Christopher Academy. The Maple Room
children at the Westfield Campus took the opportunity to spread peace and
kindness by replanting young spider plant shoots and donating them to the
Westfield Senior Center Housing Complex. Residents were thrilled to have these
plants beautify their home and common room.

Seminar for Parents on
Kids’ Phone Use

FANWOOD — Members are in-
vited to attend a two-and-a-half-hour
class designed to help get parents more
informed for and comfortable with the
decisions they make about the tech-
nology in their kids’ hands. Topics
covered include phone readiness,
choosing/setting up phones, making
phones less addictive, phone use and
child health, monitoring and manage-
ment, choosing/setting up social me-
dia, responsible phone use, parent-
child contracts, and more.

The cost is $20 per registrant. The
seminar will take place at the La Grande
Park Building on Saturday, March 2
and March 16. For details and regis-
tration, visit fanwoodrecreation.org.

MERIT FINALISTS...Wardlaw+Hartridge seniors Ayush Menon of Scotch
Plains, pictured, right, and Sanjna Patel of Edison received their National Merit
Scholarship Program Finalist certificates from Susan Swenson of Plainfield,
Director of College Counseling, on February 14. The selection of some 7,500 Merit
Scholarship winners from the group of Finalists will be announced this spring.

CWC Presents College
Admissions Panel, March 7
WESTFIELD – The College

Woman’s Club of Westfield (CWC)
will host a panel discussion for parents
titled “The Ins & Outs of the College
Admissions Process” on Thursday,
March 7, at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield
Community Room at 425 E. Broad
Street. Parents of high school students
who are beginning the college search
are encouraged to attend.

The panel will feature four guest
speakers experienced in various fac-
ets of the admissions process, includ-
ing touring schools, writing admis-
sions essays, interviewing and more.
They include Maureen Mazzarese,
Director of Counseling Services K-
12 for the Westfield School District,
and Peggy Oster, President of the
Westfield Board Education and
mother of five current and former
college students. The panel will also
present perspectives from two inde-
pendent education consultants: Beth
Cassie of College Bound Mentor and
Susana MacLean of MacClean Col-
lege Counseling.

Space is limited and online regis-
tration is requested by March 3 at
cwclubwestfield.org/events.

The College Woman’s Club of
Westfield was founded in 1917 to
promote educational opportunities for
women. Their primary focus is on
awarding college scholarships to
young women in Westfield on the
basis of academics, leadership and
financial need. The club maintains an
active calendar of social and network-
ing events in support of a worthwhile
cause. For more on membership or
donations, please visit
www.cwclubwestfield.org.

Recycling Forum Led by
Rutgers at WHS Mar. 7

WESTFIELD -- The director of
Rutgers University’s nationally rec-
ognized EcoComplex, a center of in-
novation that moves clean energy in-
ventions from the lab to the market-
place, will speak on how to develop a
zero-waste economy at an environ-
mental forum to be held at Westfield
High School (WHS), Cafeteria B, 550
Dorian Road, on Thursday, March 7.

Serpil Guran, Ph.D., director of the
EcoComplex, and Matthew Civello,
a member of the Manhattan Solid
Waste Advisory Board, will speak at
the forum. Amanda Nesheiwat, envi-
ronmental director and recycling co-
ordinator for the town of Secaucus,
will serve as moderator.

The forum is open free to the public
and is cosponsored by WHS and the
Network for Responsible Public
Policy. The suggested donation is $10
(tax-deductible). Registration for the
event can be done  at www.nfrpp.org.

For further information on the pro-

gram, contact the Network through
its website, www.nfrpp.org.

Go online to Ballyhoo
to View and Print

Honor Rolls
www.goleader.com
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OPEN
24 HOURS

Are you loving NJ Transit lately?

Westfield offices for lease:
• Located at 241 North Ave just steps from the train & bus.
• Handicap accessible including elevator and bathrooms.
• Newly renovated, well maintained with owner on-site.

• Several configurations available from a single room to 2,150 square ft.
• Parking available in lot 8, along the train tracks, through the town.

• Situated right next to the post office and close to shops at 608 Sherwood Pkwy.
• One oversized office with shared waiting room and kitchen.

• Great parking! Wonderful quiet location.
• Rent is $1,200 per month.

Mountainside office also available:

 Ask for Susannah or Bob or email Bob@fintax.com

Contact owner at 908-233-7900

Solution can be an office or satellite in
Westfield right at the train & bus station!

Office Space Available in

Westfield & Mountainside

Organist Trent Johnson to
Accompany Silent Film

WESTFIELD — Converting the
sound of a church organ into that of a
theater organ is no easy task. But for
organist Trent Johnson, the art seems to
come easily. Mr. Johnson, well known
organist and music director of the Ora-
torio Singers of Westfield, has thrilled
Westfield area residents on several oc-
casions when he has provided the
“sound track” for various silent films
such as Safety Last with Harold Lloyd
and The Phantom of The Opera.

At 7:30 p.m., on Friday, March 1, at
the First United Methodist Church, One
East Broad Street in Westfield, Mr.
Johnson will
again approach
the keys of the
h i s t o r i c
Aeolian-Skin-
ner pipe organ
with his own
version of or-
gan music to
bring alive the
1927 film Sun-
rise, a Song of
Two Humans.
Directed by the
legendary F. W.
Murnau, this
romantic com-
edy drama is a
masterpiece
from the latter
days of the si-
lent cinema. It
won three
A c a d e m y
Awards: Best
Actress for Janet Gaynor, Best Cin-
ematography and for the Best Unique
and Artistic Picture.

This film is a milestone in the Ger-
man Expressionistic artistic movement
by Director Murnau who is also widely
known for his highly regarded films
Nosferatu, Faust and The Last Laugh.
Sunrise is full of cinematic innova-
tions, double exposures, cross fades,
wide angle spectacular scenery and an
emotional context not often associated
by modern audiences with silent films.
Some consider Sunrise to be one of the
best films ever made. Movie buffs will

surely enjoy this one!
Trent Johnson is an award-winning

composer and active organist who fre-
quently performs in the major churches
of New York City, Washington, D.C.,
Boston, Northern New Jersey and in
Europe and Asia. He is also an organist
at the Radio City Music Hall in New
York City where he plays for the Christ-
mas Show Spectacular. As a composer,
recent premiers include his opera
“Kenyatta” at NJPAC; “Wittenberg-
The story of Martin Luther” (2018) for
chorus, soloists and orchestra; “The
Wisdom of Solomon” (2015) -- a work

for chorus, brass
ensemble, or-
gan, timpani and
p e r c u s s i o n ;
Saint August-
ine” (2014) -- a
cantata for so-
loists, chorus
and orchestra;
and his
“Concertante
for Organ and
String Quartet”
(2011) commis-
sioned by the
American Guild
of Organists.

This event is
a benefit concert
for the Oratorio
Singers of
Westfield. A
$10 donation
for adults and $5
for children will

be taken at the door.
The Oratorio Singers next concert

will be “A Sonic Spectacular” -- music
for chorus, brass ensemble, percussion
and organ -- to be performed at 3 p.m.
on Sunday, March 31, in the sanctuary
of the First United Methodist Church.
Included in this program will be the
music of Mendelssohn, Mozart, Elgar,
Stephen Adams, John Ireland, Charles
Wood and John Rutter. These concerts
are made possible by funds from the
Union County Office of Cultural And
Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts.

NJWA Announces Upcoming
Events in Westfield Locale

WESTFIELD — New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Ex-
ecutive Director Theodore K.
Schlosberg has announced events at
the NJWA Westfield location. The
Music Connection program, the
Workshop’s master donor list and their
summer programs are all current and
upcoming events.

Founded by Executive Director
Schlosberg in 1972, the NJWA helps
children, adults and senior citizens ex-
plore and participate in the arts through-
out the year with private and group
instruction, performing ensembles,
summer camps and more. The faculty is
composed of professional artists, musi-
cians and educators.

Mr. Schlosberg holds a BA and a
MM from Trenton State College and
an Ed.D. in Creative Arts from Rutgers
University. He began his career teach-
ing music in the Plainfield Public
School District in 1960. In 1967, Mr.
Schlosberg joined the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, where he remained until
1996, when he retired to devote his
time to the NJWA.

The Music Connection, an instru-
mental music program for special
needs families, is currently interview-
ing and placing students in their pro-
gram. A recent addition to the pro-
gram is the foundation in Music
Therapy. Prior to regular lessons, a

certified music therapist guides stu-
dents in developing the skills neces-
sary to succeed in a private instru-
mental and vocal session. Upon
completion of this phase, students
will be assisted in choosing vocal
lessons or an instrument to study pri-
vately, or in a small group setting,
with a NJWA faculty member.

The NJWA is in the process of cre-
ating a master donor list with contact
information for past and present stu-
dents and their families, organizations,
and alumni to seek monetary dona-
tions. The money raised will support
all the programs the music studio has
to offer, including its Music FunTime
Preschool program, music production
with Malcolm Joseph, music theory
classes, local school programs, fenc-
ing clubs, Alexander Technique les-
sons, alphorn workshops, various
musical ensembles, private vocal and
instrumental lessons, summer camps
and classes and summer symphony
orchestra for children. Donations will
also go toward office supplies and
building maintenence. The music stu-
dio is already anticipating its 50th
anniversary in 2022.

Anyone interested in the NJWA’s
programs should log on to https://
www.njworkshopforthearts.com, call
(908) 789-9696, and follow on
Facebook and Instagram, @njwa152.

SEUSS FOR ALL AGES...Middle School students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison entertained two large audiences with a wonderful production of
Seussical Jr. on February 15 in the Berry Performing Arts Center. Talented and
energetic actors, singers and dancers performed in colorful costumes and put on
two shows that delighted students of all ages, parents, faculty, staff and friends.
Leading players included David Ezra Flatau-Jones of Scotch Plains, Tre Peart of
Morganville, Charlie Silver of Rahway, Julia Machado of Edison, Giselle Lee of
Edison, Sydney Racine of Piscataway, Matthew Piccoli of Somerset and Nelagh
Matthews of Metuchen.

NJIO 25th Anniversary
Concert and Gala, March 3
RAHWAY - New Jersey

Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
will celebrate its 25th Anniversary
with a concert on Sunday, March 3, at
3 p.m. at Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC). The music will
be followed by a celebratory gala that
includes more music, food, drinks, a
silent auction, and tricky tray raffle.

NJIO’s Intermezzo Ensemble (con-
ducted by Brian McGowan) will per-
form Haydn’s Symphony No. 104,
third movement and Percy Grainger’s
Country Gardens. NJIO’s Symphony
Orchestra (conducted by Warren
Cohen) will perform Aleksandr
Borodin’s Polovtsian Dances (Prince
Igor) Jean Sibelius’ Karelia Over-
ture, and Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Pi-
ano Concerto #2 performed by solo-
ist Allison Brewster Franzetti, piano.

Ms. Franzetti is a multiple Grammy
Nominee and 2008 Grammy Nominee
for Best Instrumental Soloist without
Orchestra, and has received interna-
tional acclaim from critics and audi-
ences alike for her stunning virtuosity
and musicality, both as a soloist and
chamber musician. She was most re-
cently invited to perform at the Grammy
Awards Classical Music Tribute to Earl

Wild and Lang Lang at the Walt Disney
Concert Hall in Los Angeles. An ac-
complished accompanist and chamber
musician, Ms. Franzetti has collabo-
rated with some of the finest performers
and composers in the world, including
Sir James Galway, John Corigliano,
Stephen Paulus, Lowell Liebermann,
Robert Aldridge, Ransom Wilson,
Eugenia Zukerman, Julius Baker, Rob-
ert White, and members of major U.S.
and international symphony orchestras.
She has performed at Carnegie Hall,
Lincoln Center, festivals in the United
States, Mexico, and Europe, and on
radio and television.

The concert will be preceded by
NJIO’s Prelude Ensemble conducted
by Robert Anderson and the flute choir
conducted by Alyssa Delgado will play
during intermission. Additional en-
sembles pulled from the orchestra mem-
bers will also play during the gala event.

UCPAC is located at 1601 Irving
Avenue, Rahway. Concert tickets are
$15. The concert and gala is $55 and
includes food, one drink, auction,
tricky tray, and five free raffle tickets.

For tickets, call the UCPAC box
office at (732) 499-8226 or visit the
UCPAC website at ucpac.org/events.

Ghost the Musical Opens
March 1 at Hamilton Stage

RAHWAY — This March, Ghost the
Musical will be opening at Union
County Performing Arts Center’s
Hamilton Stage. Ghost the Musical is a
timeless fantasy about the power of
love. Longtime couple Sam and Molly
are happily in love and living together
in Brooklyn. One night, while walking
back to their apartment, they are mugged
at gunpoint, leaving Sam murdered on
a dark street. Sam is trapped between
worlds as a ghost and unable to leave
Molly – who he quickly learns is in
grave danger. With the help of a store-
front psychic named Oda Mae Brown,
Sam tries to communicate with Molly
in the hope of protecting her. The show
features popular songs including “With
You” and the Righteous Brothers’ clas-

sic, “Unchained Melody.”
Performances of the musical will take

place Friday, March 1, at 8 p.m., Satur-
day, March 2, at 8 p.m., Sunday, March
3, at 2 p.m., Friday, March 8, at 8 p.m.,
Saturday, March 9, at 8 p.m., Sunday,
March 10, at 2 p.m.

General admission tickets are avail-
able for purchase for $25 at
www.ucpac.org/events. Tickets may
also be purchased by visiting the Main
Stage Box Office located at 1601 Irv-
ing Street in Rahway. The Box Office
can be reached via email at
boxoffice@ucpac.org or by calling
(732) 499-8226. The Hamilton Stage is
located at 360 Hamilton Street in
Rahway and both locations are easily
accessible.

Westfield Students Accepted
To Regional Band, Orchestra

WESTFIELD — Twelve student
musicians from Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools au-
ditioned and gained acceptance to
the highly selective Central Jersey
Music Educators Association
(CJMEA) Intermediate Region II
Band and Orchestra.

Selected to perform on Sunday,
March 3, with the CJMEA Region II
Band are Edison eighth graders Eric
Buecklers (Bass Clarinet), Will Crall
(Tuba), Yusuf Lee (Trumpet) and

seventh graders Nolan Daily (Trum-
pet) and Charlie Hu (Oboe).

Selected for the CJMEA Region II
Orchestra are Edison eighth graders
Kevin Chen (Viola), Youhao Steve
Wang (Violin), Felix Yu (Violin) and
sixth grader Claire Qin (Violin) and
Roosevelt eighth graders Julian
Hamilton (Viola) and Tristan Wroe
(Cello).

Roosevelt eighth grader Liam
Maurillo was accepted to the CJMEA
Wind Ensemble on Percussion.

CROSSING LINES...The Watchung Arts Center will host Paul Edward Pinkman:
“Crossing Lines.” This is the first solo exhibition of the artist’s paintings,
drawings and monotypes from 1984 until today. The works on exhibit feature
Pinkman at his best, at times provocative, confrontational, vulnerable and whim-
sical. The exhibit will be on view at the Center, located at 18 Stirling Road,
Watchung, from March 2 to 31. An opening reception will be held on March 3 from
1 to 4 p.m. The reception and exhibition are free and open to the public. Above:
“Where are we going? Where have we been?,” 1992, by Paul Edward Pinkman.

Trent Johnson

subject’s eyes to her own.
The chief of police, Scarpia, (the

amazing Todd Thomas) is sin incar-
nate. He and his henchmen, who are
led by a man named Spoletta (John
Easlerlin), pursue Attavanti. At Act
I’s end, Scarpia powerfully sings of
his lustful attraction to Tosca as a
colorful, red-robed children’s choir,
the Kent Place Hummingbirds, di-
rected by Dr. Lori Brown Mirabal,
and eight professional vocalists sing
the “Te Deum.”

Act II sees Scarpia trying to seduce
Tosca in exchange for her captured
lover’s life. Ms. Schuler sings one of
the evening’s highlights -- “Vissi
d’arte” -- with precision and poi-
gnancy. Tosca, by agreeing to submit
to Scarpia, can get a letter of safe
passage out of Rome for herself and
Cavaradossi. She is a religious woman
and the plan, even though it will save
both lives, horrifies her. But submit
she does and in a flash stabs Scarpia
repeatedly, killing him. In a gesture
befitting her religious beliefs, she
places a lit candle next to the body
and tears a crucifix from her neck to
place on the corrupt police chief’s
chest.

The following morning,
Cavaradossi writes his last letter to
Tosca, the famous aria, “E lucevan le
stele” (And the stars were shining).
Mr. Dougherty handled the piece with

command mingled with finesse. Later,
with safe-conduct letter in hand, Tosca
sees her jailed lover and tells him to
feign death when the firing squad
shoots him with blanks. Of course,
things go wrong and Cavaradossi dies.
Tosca is restrained for killing Scarpia,
but has the final say by pulling out a
gun to kill herself. It’s melodrama at
its height and musicality at its best.

The audience on Saturday night
leapt to its feet in appreciation during
the curtain calls that included the full
production team.

Bravo to team Tosca for bringing
the lights, costumes and professional
musical talent to the Westfield audi-
ence through a performance that will
be long remembered.

NJFO’s Tosca Thrills Audiences
~continued from Page 18~

WHS Alum William Cort
Publishes Finding Ridley

WESTFIELD — Author and
Westfield High School alum William
Cort has published a novel Finding
Ridley.

Millionaires, a mini dachshund, and
dreams of old Manhattan inspire a
writer to leave monotony behind and
follow a 1930s murder mystery that
leads him to love instead in Mr. Cort’s
book. Rick Gordon is accustomed to
losing. He decides it is time for a
change after finding himself single
and out of work again with no one for
moral support but his two meddling
friends and a precocious dachshund. A
box of old family photos reveals an
odd mystery his deceased uncle had
tucked away for him. When Rick makes
the unsolved Ridley murders the focus

of his first novel, he has no idea how
close it will take him to the edge before
bringing him back to the love and
happiness he’s always been seeking.

Mr. Cort is a long-time newspaper,
magazine, and digital copywriter who
has covered everything from concrete
to colon health. A 1987 graduate of
Westfield High School, he lived in
Fanwood for many years. He splits
his time between New York City and
Lebanon Township with his wife,
Debbie, and their dachshunds, Lucy,
Ricky and Ethel.

The Town Book Store, located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield,
will be hosting a meet and greet with
the author on Saturday, March 2, from
2 to 4 p.m.

Met Orchestra of NJ
Winter Concert Mar. 3

CHATHAM — The Metropolitan
Orchestra of New Jersey will present
a winter concert featuring Ludwig van
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7, George
Frideric Handel’s “Harp Concerto in
Bb,” and Franz Schubert’s Symphony
No. 8 “Unfinished Symphony” on Sun-
day, March 3, at Chatham High School
located at 255 Lafayette Avenue. There
is a suggested $20 donation. Visit
www.MetropolitanOrchestraNJ.org or
call (862) 571-5270 for more infor-
mation.

 WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
MARCH 2019    

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am-9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm  Sun 1-5:00 pm 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

PROGRAMS FOR KIDS AND TEENS: SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO & ELIGIBILITY 

3/1  1:30 pm TGIF! The Post starring Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks 

3/2  2:00 pm Electric violinist Deni Bonet and guitarist Chris Flynn 

3/4  7:00 pm Why do young people run for office? By John Celock 

3/7  7:00 pm Indian Cooking with the Instapot by Charu Gupta 

3/8  1:30 pm TGIF! Travel England through to Wales 

3/9  2:00 pm Hit the Roof Band 

3/13  7:00 pm Mark Kilianski & Deb Shebish-Irish music 

3/15   1:30 pm TGIF! From Mao to Mozart-Isaac Stern in China 

3/16  2:00 pm Ken Lelen presents Kingston Trio music 

3/22 12:30-3:30 pm Makers Day: Drop in to experiment with fun crafts 

3/27  7:00 pm Virginia Apgar: Newborn Babies & the March of Dimes 

3/28  1:00 pm Hedy Lamarr-Bombshell–A Documentary 

3/29  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: Brooklyn 

3/30  2:00 pm Waging War in Westfield-Redcoats and Rebels 

3/1, 8, 15, 22, 19 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies 0-23 months 

3/4, 18, 25 10:00 am Yoga Storytime 2-5 years 

3/12 6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club 5+years 

3/12, 19, 26 10:30 am 2’s on Tuesday Storytime 

3/12, 19, 26  1:00 pm Crafternoon Storytime 3½-5 yrs 

3/14, 21, 28 10:30 am 3’s on Thursday Storytime 

3/14, 21, 28  7:30 pm Tween & Teen Yoga 11-16 years 

3/18  6:30 pm Explore Coding 7-9 years  

3/23 10:00 am -1 pm Makers Day 2019-Drop in! 4+yrs 

3/30 10:00 am Paws to Read-for new readers 
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World Premiere of Psychodrama
Probes with Laughter

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT -- The venue for the world
premiere of Psychodrama couldn’t be
more appropriate — being that is held
in Summit’s Oakes Center, a former
church. Phoebe Farber’s new play is set
in the basement of a Unitarian Church
that houses weekly meetings of a sup-
port group for divorcees. The requisite
coffee urn sits on one side of the room,
but once the play begins, we see that’s
the only thing that seems like a tradi-
tional support group.

Neil Sedaka’s 1960s song “Breakin’
Up is Hard to Do” followed by Gotye’s
“Somebody That I Used to Know” play
ironically in the pre-show moments.
We think we know what’s going to
happen in the group sessions, but with
this show fun and games are around the
corner.

The support group has just lost their
social worker leader, but a replacement
comes breezing in and with it more than
just a breath of fresh air. The group has
been meeting for a month, creating an
atmosphere of trust. With Barb (Harriett
Trangucci) on board, it’s been inter-
rupted. They have been pouring out
their frustration and anger about their
divorces during their group sessions.
Barb’s approach with pillows and cush-
ions for everyone has a different ap-
proach – psychodrama. She’s obnox-
iously upbeat -- a cross between an over
anxious cheerleader and a New Age
yoga teacher. (And Ms. Trangucci is
delightful in this role).

With her basket of colorful scarves,

noise makers and other paraphernalia,
she is determined to get the group to
embrace the acting out of childhood
memories that will help unlock uncon-
scious elements lurking in their psyche.
Psychodrama, an actual form of group
psychotherapy, was developed by Jacob
Levy Moreno, who coined the phrase
“group therapy.”

As the play unfolds, we meet each
individual in the group and hear their
backstories.  Dave (Harry Patrick Chris-
tian), Syl (Laura Ekstrand), Chuck
(Julian Blake Gordon) and Mel (Becca
L. McLarty) are all well cast by director
Betsy True, a Westfield resident. Mel,
seemingly, always looks on the bright
side. It’s a conscious choice for her, she
says. By the play’s end it’s revealed,
thrillingly, how she really feels under-
neath. Ms. McLarty is spectacular in
the delivery of her revelatory mono-
logue.

Barb has the group do an “Inventory”
game and explains they need to be in the
moment of where they are emotionally.
During one exercise she tells the group
to “Move like you are made of Jell-O”
and Chuck makes his skepticism obvi-
ous to her new technique. He huffs and
puffs in disgust at what he clearly thinks
is a waste of time. “Just say yes to
things,” Barb urges as they then play the
name game. At the end of that scene, the
music “Name Game” is played. And
between several scenes, clever use of
songs carries into the time change.

Halfway through the 90-minute show,
Dave gets to do some wonderful fan-
tasy moments in preparation to becom-

ing stronger in handling his relation-
ship with his soon-to-be ex-wife. The
empty chair exercise helps to reveal
hurtful past experiences.

If this play sounds technical or dull,
don’t be deceived. It’s awfully funny.
Dave has a Tom Jones “It’s Not Un-
usual” singing fantasy that’s hilarious.
Mr. Christian is adorable in this glory
fantasy.

Syl says the experience with Barb as
a leader is likened to a snow globe, the
perfect metaphor for what has hap-
pened in the group therapy. The scene
in the globe is so very different after it
has been shaken. Ms. Ekstand’s charac-
ter Syl is abrasively angry for most of
the play, but shows immeasurable
growth and insight by the end.

The story rings true since the play-
wright herself is a practicing psycho-
therapist with a specialty in adolescent
and young adults. The actors in the play
don’t fit the category of teens but face
Everyman’s problems of communica-
tion, confrontation and connection.

The show’s surprising reveal three-
quarters of the way through is sad, but
this snapshot of human nature presents
understanding as to how struggling
through life’s problems can be a unify-
ing factor for all.

Psychodrama plays through the
weekend, with performances on Fri-
day, March 1, and Saturday, March 2, at
8 p.m. and Sunday, March 3, at 2 p.m.

Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre is
located at Oakes Center, 120 Morris
Avenue, Summit. For more informa-
tion, visit www.dreamcatcherrep.org.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EVIL PERSONIFIED...Baritone Todd Thomas plays Scarpia in the New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s thrilling production
of Tosca by Puccini performed Saturday night at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The colorfully clad children’s
chorus, the Hummingbirds, from Kent Place School were directed by Dr. Lori Brown Mirabal.
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LIVE LUXURY

New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s
Tosca Thrills Audiences

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – With professional
leads and chorus, plus a well-trained
children’s chorus, the New Jersey Fes-
tival Orchestra (NJFO) last Saturday
night outdid itself in presenting a
thrilling version of Puccini’s 1900
opera, Tosca.

A pre-show talk featured NJFO mu-
sic historian Michael Rosin, who ex-
pounded on the storyline. Mr. Rosin
packed a mountain of information and
insight into 50 minutes prior to the 7
o’clock curtain at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield venue.

He suggested what to look for in
musical themes, especially in Act II.
He played snippets of various arias on
his iPhone and the 50 or so audience
attendees at the pre-show event nod-
ded in recognition of the music. It was
clear Mr. Rosin knows the Puccini
opera inside out. “This is straight for-

ward sadism, torture, murder and sui-
cide onstage,” he explained. The audi-
ences at the time Puccini wrote it were
not used to that vulgarity on the stage,
yet they loved the shock and gore. He
further mentioned that critics of the
day viewed it lukewarmly. But, not
unlike today’s thriller movies with
blood, gore and shock value, “It put
bottoms in the seats,” Mr. Rosin said.

For this production, the NJFO, un-
der the masterful direction of David
Wroe, needed to be pared down to 18
members to fit in the limited space
because of the platform stage that
was assembled just for the presenta-
tion. That did not diminish the lush
sound. The balance between the or-
chestra and the mic-less soloists was
superb. Maestro David Wroe caressed
each note from the orchestra from the
most delicate pianissimo to powerful
double forte. What can be said about
these stellar performers to capture the

electricity of their voices that was felt
by the audience? It was a memorable
high note of musical experience.

Stage Director Maria Todaro had
Sacristan (Adelmo Guidarelli) comi-
cally enter from the auditorium’s bal-
cony and make his way noisily down to
the front of the stage that was set like a
chapel with an impressive portrait of
the Madonna. Painter Cavaradossi (Kirk
Dougherty) entered the chapel to work
on his painting of Mary Magdalene. A
hiding escaped convict, Angelotti (Mat-
thew Ciuffitelli), reveals himself to his
old friend Cavaradossi, who offers to
hide him at his nearby villa.

Tosca (Jenny Schuler) makes her
way down the center aisle to the chapel
where she sees her lover, Cavaradossi.
When his painting is unveiled, her jeal-
ousy explodes as she recognizes the
face of another woman. She demands
that her lover change the color of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Photo by Joseph Sbarro
THE NAME GAME...Becca L. McLarty, Julian Blake Gordon, Laura Ekstrand, Harry Patrick Christian and Harriett
Trangucci, pictured, left to right, star in the World Premiere of Psychodrama by Phoebe Farber now playing through the
weekend at Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre in Summit.
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WF’S MILLER, GIMBLETTE; COUGARS BENCIVENGA, HALPIN; RAIDER BOWLES PUNCH TICKETS TO AC

Composto, Hoerle Win Titles, at Region 4 Mat Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School (WHS)
juniors Luke Hoerle (120-lbs) and
CJ Composto (126-lbs) each
added an individual title to their
trophy cases at the Region 4
Wrestling Tournament in Union

on February 23. In doing so, both
Blue Devil matmen also became
the first juniors in WHS history to
earn 100 career victories. Addi-
tionally, it was Composto’s third
region title and Hoerle’s second
region title.

The top-4 wrestlers in all 14

weight classes qualified for the
NJSIAA Tournament to be held at
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City
(AC) beginning today, February
28, through March 2. Blue Devils
Tim Miller placed second at 182-
lbs and Quinn Gimblette finished
fourth at 113-lbs. Cranford Cou-
gars AJ Bencivenga placed third
at 152-lbs and Conor Halpin
placed fourth at 145-lbs. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Brandon
Bowles placed third at 113-lbs.

After receiving a bye, Hoerle
claimed a pair of major decisions
then gathered his 100th victory
when he defeated Patrick Adams
(St. Peter’s Prep — SPP), 9-4, for
the title.

“It’s a cool experience to do it in
front of a crowd like this. It’s an
awesome experience to be a part
of. Going into the states and
getting on the podium is one of
my goals and I think this is the
year I am going to do it,” Hoerle
expressed.

Hoerle began with a pair of his

“routine” takedowns in the first
period, added an escape and a
slick standing forward roll rever-
sal in the second and capped it all
off with another shrug-by
takedown.

On his reversal and shrug
takedown, Hoerle described, “The
guy had a leg in on top. I kick my
leg up and he ends up flipping
out and I end up reversing him.
He took a bad shot, so I took
advantage of the arm and got
behind him.”

This page is brought to you by:

The Westfield Memorial Library
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Composto picked up his 100th
victory in his first bout when he
won by 17-2 tech fall in 3:02 over
Devon Capato (Ridge). In the
semis with Sean Rendeiro (SPP)
after a long scramble, Composto
earned a takedown, added an
escape then secured a 5-2 vic-
tory with a two-point tilt.

“In that situation I was hoping
that the ref didn’t call a stale-
mate because I knew that I’m
better there scrambling. If I kept
on working, I was going to get
two eventually. I just had to keep
on moving,” described Composto,
who added, “I went to my tight
waist tilt and got the two count.”

On achieving his 100th win,
Composto expressed, “It’s cool,
especially to do it for Westfield
and my hometown, everyone
supporting me.”

Composto would face Eddie
Hummel (Roselle Park — RP) for
the title. Composto had beaten
Hummel early in the season but
became the victim of a fall in the
Union County Tournament. After
a scoreless first period, Hummel
escaped in the second period.
Composto escaped in the third
and added a double-leg
takedown.

“In my first couple of matches,
I had trouble finishing my singles,
so I went with a double and
scored,” Composto explained.

Composto may have been
thrown off his game plan a little
bit when he received a warning
then Hummel escaped before the
buzzer but Composto grabbed
his third region title with a 3-2
decision.

“It was just a warning. You get

two of them. Once I got the
takedown, I was going to try to
get a tough ride but once I got
that stall, I didn’t want to risk
another stall, so I let him go. I
knew my attacks were better on
neutral. If I feel him go for a
throw, there’s no need for me to
be there. I wasn’t going to let a
Roselle Park guy take one of us
down,” Composto said.

Miller began his journey by pin-
ning Jacob Quandt (Governor
Livingston) in 3:22. After beat-
ing Phillipsburg’s (P-b) Jacob
Wicks, 3-1, in the quarterfinals
Miller had a rematch with Brett
MacMath (Bridgewater-Raritan -
BrH2O), who had nipped him, 5-
4, in the district finals. Miller
learned well from the experience
and made adjustments. MacMath
scored first with an escape in the

second period but Miller answered
with an escape and a throw-by
takedown to win 3-2.

“In the district final, I thought
he outwrestled me in the first
minute, so I figured I had to keep
him on edge that first minute and
break down his offense because
he doesn’t have the gas tank that
I do. I think he wore himself out,
which allowed me to score that
takedown late in the match and
allowed me to stop most of his
shots. I think he has been prac-
ticing front headlock defense all
week and I knew I would have to
change it up on him if I wanted to
get behind him. I don’t think he
saw it coming,” Miller explained.

Miller’s next challenge would
be a very big one with NJSIAA
No.-2 ranked John Poznanski
(Colonia — Col).

“It’s going to be a tough final. I
am trying to go in there with the
right mindset,” Miller said.

Poznanski caught Miller with a
perfect ankle pick takedown-to-
back move to record a 1:36 pin.

Cougar Bencivenga, seeded
second at 152-lbs, pinned Blue
Devil Luke Scanlan in 1:37 to
advance to the semis to face Jack
Wilt (Seton Hall Prep — SHP).
Bencivenga began with a pair of
takedowns but appeared to be
idling low. Wilt took advantage
and won 10-7. Bencivenga re-
covered somewhat to grab a 14-
6 major decision over Carlos
Ugaldi (Bound Brook - BB) in the
wrestleback. But in the bout for
third against Tom Kellner (SPP),
Bencivenga got into high gear.
Beginning with a Russian pry

This page is brought to you by:
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takedown, Bencivenga followed
with a Fireman’s-to-back five-
point move then just kept adding
more takedowns to seize a 17-4
major decision and his second
trip to AC.

“That upset I wrestled not good
at all. I have the stomach bug
right now. I was out of school for
a week, so my body is healing
itself. After four matches, that
match did it. It was the best
match I wrestled,” explained
Bencivenga, who added, “This
time I am going on the podium
[at AC]. All way to the top!”

Scanlan lost his bid for AC when
he lost to Kellner in the
wrestlebacks.

Raider Bowles, a sophomore,
won by 10-1 major decision over
Cougar Will Fernandez then lost,
11-6, in the 113-lb semis to Gabe
Leo (RP), who would go on to
claim the title with a 3-2 decision

over Pat Phillips (Brearley - Br).
After winning his first
wrestleback, 5-4, Bowles de-
feated Blue Devil Gimblette, 8-1,

for third place, getting bonus
points with an arm bar tilt.

“I’m a little sick today. I just
pushed through it. I worked on

everything in practice and
wrestled hard. I like to do tilts,
bars and keep wrist control. I got
the bar, just ran it and he went
over,” described Bowles, who
added,” It’s my first year going
[to AC]. I worked hard for it. I’m
excited to go.”

Gimblette won his first bout,
11-3, then after losing 9-0 to
Phillips in the semis, he edged
James Day (P-b), 7-5, to face
Bowles.

Cougar Halpin began his trip at
145-lbs with an 8-0 major deci-
sion over Blue Devil Theo Dardia.
He edged Julian Todd (SPP), 5-3,
then lost 3-0 to Matt Sacco
(BrH2O), who went on the beat
Rhise Royster (Rahway - Rah),
4-3, for the title. Halpin beat
Conner Vill (GL), 5-1, in the
wrestleback then lost 4-2 to Elvin
Guerrero (RP) in the bout for
third place.

Blue Devil Jordan Simpson
(160-lbs) lost to Alex Dorce
(Rah), 8-6, in the quarterfinals,
recorded a 50 second pin in his
first wrestleback then lost his bid
to AC with a 10-8 overtime sud-
den victory setback to Frank
Medina (WH). Simpson did finish
fifth.

Blue Devil Brandon Loder (195-
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lbs) pinned Nour Sayed (Eliza-
beth) in 2:42 then lost 11-5 to
John Dusza (WH) in the
quarterfinal. Loder beat Raider
Zach Zimmerman, 13-7, in the
wrestleback then lost his bid to AC
with a 6-2 loss to Andrew Diadato
(Somerville). Loder placed fifth
when he beat Dusza, 1-0.

Blue Devil sophomore Jon Heard
(285) made the top-8 when he
nipped Jordan Belle (WH) 1-0,
before losing to top-seeded Lewis
Fernandes (Voorhees), who was
selected Most Outstanding Wres-
tler. Cougars Justin Alpaugh-
McLean (182-lbs) won his elimi-
nation bout, as did Pat Kalnins
(120-lbs), Dean Smith (132-lbs)
and Matt Doran (220-lbs).

Cougar Evan Kanterman (170-
lbs) won three bouts and placed
fifth, and Jack Korzeneski (138)
won two bouts.

Other Union County champs
were: Mark Montgomery (RP -
132-lbs) and Joe Delia (New
Providence - 160-lbs).

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
182: — John Poznanski (Col) p Tim
Miller (W) 1:36

195: — Austin Roth (P-b) d Sebastian
Iakouchevitch (ALJ) 9-2
220: — Nico Colucci (SPP) d Josh
Darisme (Rahway) 7-1
285: — Lewis Fernandes (V) p Jervey
Sistrunk (BB) 1:40
106: — Logan Maczko (P-b) d Nico
Calello (WH) 2-1
113: — Gabe Leo (RP) d Patrick Phillips
(Br) 3-2
120: — Luke Hoerle (W) d Patrick
Adams (SPP) 9-4
126: — CJ Composto (W) d Eddie
Hummel (RP) 3-2
132: — Mark Montgomery (RP) d Travis
Jones (P-b) 12-5
138: — Kyle Tino (P-b) p Troy O’Connor
(Mx) 6:12 OT
145: — Matt Sacco (BrH2O) d Rhise
Roister (Rah) 4-3
152: — Cody Harrison (P-b) d Jack Wilt
(SHP) 4-2
160: — Joe Delia (NProv) p Jacob
Vega (Cart) 3:46
170: — James Cruz (SPP) p Vince
Mattaliano (WH) 2:13

This page is brought to you by:

Francis M. Smith, Esq.
908-233-5800  •  www.franksmithlaw.com

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Superior Interiors
908-232-3875  •  www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
908-232-1231  •  www.kidsandsmiles.com

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Frank D. Isoldi, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Agent
908-787-5990  •  www.theisoldicollection.com

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-8  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Betty Lynch, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Agent
908-419-5141  •  www.bettylynchrealtor.com

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Christine Cosenza, State Farm Insurance Agent
908-233-9100  •  www.christinecosenza.net

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Owen Brand, Senior Mortgage Loan Officer at Santander US
908-789-2730  •  owen.brand@santander.us

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-11  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Deegan Roofing Company
908-322-6405  •  www.deeganroofing.com

***********
Hoerle, Composto

With 100th
Victory Photos

Provided by
Caroline Miller
At Union H.S

On February 23
***********



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-12  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Brandon D. Minde, Partner with Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
908-272-0200  •  www.dughihewit.com

more photos next page

******
Lady Blue Devils Oust
Roselle Catholic Lions

From UCT Hoops
Semifinals, 60-46

******
See Story on page 10

Of The Westfield Leader
The SP-F Times

******



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-13  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper, P.C.
908-233-6800  •  www.lindabury.com

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-14  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

Nelson C. Espeland, Allstate Insurance Agent
908-233-6300



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-15  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

This page is brought to you by:

James Ward Mansion
908-389-0014  •  www.jameswardmansion.com

******
Blue Devils Outflank

Cranford Cougars
In Boys Basketball

“Senior Night”, 68-49
******

See Story on page 10
Of The Westfield Leader

The SP-F Times
******

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-16  Thursday, February 28, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

WF Blue Devils Outflank Cranford Cougars in Boys Basketball ‘Senior Night’, 68-49
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Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
MR. CHAIRMAN...Louis Lambe, pictured, second from left, Cranford's Com-
missioner, takes the oath as chairman of Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
(RVSA) Board of Commissioners last Thursday while his wife, Beth, and
Cranford Township Commissioner Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. hold the Bible.
Swearing in Mr. Lambe is RVSA Board Secretary Joanne Grimes, pictured, left.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Realty Appraisal’s
proprietor Neil Rubenstein pre-
sented a roadmap to Garwood’s
property tax reevaluation pro-
cess at a town-hall style meeting
at Lincoln School on Monday
evening. The borough hired Re-
ality Appraisal to complete re-
valuation process.

Mr. Rubenstein said Union
County’s Division of Taxation
mandated Garwood and all Union
County municipalities to undergo
a tax reassessment which will be
financially realized on tax bills by
July 2020. Mr. Rubenstein said
the process has been in effect
since the 1950s, but has not
taken place in Garwood for over
30 years.

Property reevaluations are not
meant to increase every
homeowner’s taxes, stated Mr.
Rubenstein. Reevaluations are
purposed to update property val-
ues to their current values after
nearly 30 years of change, he
said.

“The process is meant to re-
balance or bring everything into
equilibrium,” Mr. Rubenstein said.

Some properties will go up in
value, some properties will re-
main the same, and some prop-
erties will pay less, stated Mr.
Rubenstein.

The notion is the higher property
assessments are valued, tax rates
are adjusted to decrease by per-
centage, stated Mr. Rubenstein.
Any residents or business owners
who feel their assessment was

inaccurately calculated can ap-
peal by May 1, 2020.

The evaluation process consid-
ers a home’s neighborhood, to-
pography, square footage, noise
factors, interior and exterior im-
provements, and other variables,
which would be recognized in the
sale process as benefiting the
sell price or reducing the sell
price to comparable properties,
stated Mr. Rubenstein.

A home with an addition since
the last reevaluation would theo-
retically be worth more than a
home with similar property di-
mensions in the same neighbor-
hood without the addition, stated
Mr. Rubenstein.

Mr. Rubenstein said tax asses-
sors employed by his firm will
carry two forms of identification,
will wear yellow vests, and will
enter people’s homes after ar-
ranging an appointment or upon
asking when the assessor is “can-
vassing” the neighborhood. All
assessors can be walked through
a home by the homeowner,
stated Mr. Rubenstein.

The interior review is conducted
with a laser to measure the home’s
interior dimensions and is a “rela-
tively brief” review, he said.
Homeowners who do not allow
the assessors in to conduct a
review will be categorized as hav-
ing improved their interiors,
stated Mr. Rubenstein. He said
any homeowner who is not
present when the assessor is in
the neighborhood can book an
interior review appointment at a
time which is convenient for them.

BOE Discusses Student
Wellness, HIB Prevention

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Concern for stu-
dent wellness and prevention of
harassment, intimidation and bul-
lying (HIB) incidents were the main
focus of Monday’s Cranford Board
of Education (BOE) meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., gave the BOE an
update on how the first six months
of implementation of the strategic
plan is going. One of the four goals
included in the strategic plan is to
promote continuous improvement,
awareness and a culture of stu-
dent safety and wellness.

Cranford Director of Counsel-
ing Lisa Burfeindt gave the

board highlights on how this
goal is being achieved in the
district. Gayle Colucci was hired
as the district coordinator for
culture and climate and as the
district-wide anti-bullying spe-
cialist. In this role, Ms. Colucci
is responsible for recognizing
trends to improve culture and
climate programming, collect-
ing data about school climate,
analyzing that data and re-
searching and implementing
the best practices to improve
the overall school climate.

Ms. Burfeindt told the board that
having a district-wide anti-bully-
ing specialist has allowed the

Mr. Rubenstein said the Russo
property is an example of com-
mercial improvements which
need to be recognized in the
reevaluation process. As vacant
land, the South Avenue property
is assessed less than if 350 units

Garwood Residents Learn
Of Property Tax Revaluation Process

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Corrections
In a front-page story in last

week’s issue of The Westfield
Leader on the proposed
Reimagining plan for the
Cranford Public Schools,
Cristine Grace’s name was
misspelled. Also, the article
should have reported that
Christine Bradley, and not
Cristine Grace, expressed con-
cern over the district moving
ahead with full-day kindergar-
ten prematurely. The quotes
below that paragraph, “Are we
shooting ourselves in the foot?”
and “Where is the educational
proof?” were said by Ms. Bra-
dley. We apologize for the er-
rors.

A front-page story on cover-
age of last week’s Cranford
Township Committee meeting
should have reported that resi-
dent Barry O’Donovan, owner
of The Kilkenny House, said
proposed state legislation
would allow establishments
applying for a liquor license
that have a hot plate, to be no
less than 800 square feet to
obtain a liquor license. Current
law requires the kitchen alone
to be 500 square feet in size.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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people who were the anti-bullying
specialists, like guidance counse-
lors and social workers, “to go
back to what we hired them to do.”

Furthermore, Ms. Burfeindt
commented that Ms. Colucci is
“creating a common mission” for
all of the schools in the district in
regards to student wellness.

A student app called STOPit,
that allows anonymous report-
ing for grades 4 through 12, and
promotes the idea of “See some-
thing, say something,” was in-
troduced this year.

The district also is offering a
program called Parent Academy,
that includes monthly workshops
beginning this month. Topics in-

clude bullying prevention, char-
acter education, suicide aware-
ness and prevention, anxiety and
stress and digital citizenship.

Cranford has been awarded a
grant through the New Jersey
Department of Education
(NJDOE)/Rutgers grant program
to help build a positive school
climate district-wide. This three-
year program is called the School
Climate Transformation Project
and Ms. Colucci is the facilitator.
Through the program, a climate
survey will be conducted and
analyzed in order to identify ar-
eas that need improvement to
create an action plan.

Leadership teams have been

formed at both Hillside Avenue
School and Orange Avenue
School to address the academic,
social and emotional life of stu-
dents. The district also has made
several safety upgrades and en-
hancements for the 2018-2019
school year. Safety vestibules
with a double-door entry system
will be installed at each of the
schools, along with security cam-
eras and perimeter door alarms.
Additionally, new visitor entry
protocols currently are being
enforced district-wide.

In other board business, the
Report on Harassment, Intimi-
dation and Bullying, acquired
through a district-wide self as-
sessment and required by the
New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation, was discussed. According
to the bi-annual report, there
were 25 HIB reports filed in the
district, none of which was found
“substantiated.”

“Our numbers have dropped
drastically from last year,” Ms.
Burfeindt told the board. Last
year there were over 100 HIB
reportings.

Several hires were approved
by the board, including Dennis
McCaffery as head varsity base-
ball coach, Christine Pemoulie as
head varsity softball coach and
Michael Dow as head varsity boys
track coach. John Schiano was
approved as the head varsity
girls track coach, Robert
Caparruva as the head varsity
tennis coach, William Ray as the
head varsity golf coach,
Samantha Berk as the head var-
sity girls lacrosse coach and Albert
Reinoso as the head varsity boys
lacrosse coach.

were fully operable and collect-
ing income, he explained.

After the South Avenue prop-
erty is redeveloped, the
property’s assessment will be
changed to account for the addi-
tional income and the intrinsi-
cally higher re-sell value. Com-
mercial properties which have
been devalued since they were
redeveloped before the last tax
assessment over 30 years ago
will be reassessed appropriately,
Mr. Rubenstein explained.

Realty Appraisal oversaw
Westfield’s reevaluation which
was just concluded, stated Mr.
Rubenstein. Over 10,000 homes
in Westfield were reviewed in-
cluding both exterior and interior
inspections, stated Mr.
Rubenstein.

Any residents who have ques-
tions can contact the company
directly, accessing information
through the borough’s website,
or contact borough hall, stated
Mr. Rubenstein.

Car Stop Leads to Handgun
Arrest In Cranford

Pietrucha then discovered a
loaded 9 mm handgun with hol-
low-point ammunition.

Mcleod was subsequently
charged with unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon, possession of
hollow-point bullets, possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was processed and
remanded to the Union County
jail pending a detention hearing.

“This arrest marks the second
gun arrest from a motor vehicle
stop we’ve had in the past eight
days,” Police Chief Ryan Greco
stated.

Chief Greco went on to praise
Det. Pietrucha’s efforts and reit-
erated, “This is just another ex-
ample of the everyday dangers
our officers are exposed to.”

BOE Discusses Student Wellness, HIB Prevention

CRANFORD — The Cranford Po-
lice Department seized marijuana,
money and a loaded 9 mm hand-
gun during the course of a motor
vehicle stop on Springfield Avenue
last Friday, according to a press
release issued by the department.

According to police, Detective
William Pietrucha was conduct-
ing traffic enforcement when he
noticed a 2017 Mazda being
driven carelessly on Springfield
Avenue near North Union Av-
enue around 1:09 p.m. Det.
Pietrucha conducted a motor
vehicle stop and, after an inves-
tigation on scene, arrested the
driver, Shawn Mcleod, 23, of
Irvington, for suspected mari-
juana and a large sum of cash
found in his possession. During a
search of the vehicle, Det.

Garwood Library Highlights
Events For Early March

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has revealed its
calendar of events for the first
half of March, along with ongoing
activities.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Participants learn how to knit or
show others how it is done while
enjoying fun conversation.
Needles and yarn are provided to
newcomers.

Kid’s Chess, an informal chess
game for children of all ages, is
held on Mondays at 3 p.m. No
registration is required but ses-
sions are limited to 12 players.
This is a non-instructional pro-
gram with six boards provided.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days, at 3 p.m., in the Lincoln
School Art Room. This program
provides after-school STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) fun for kids in

fourth grade and older. Registra-
tion is required and limited to 16
participants.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet March 7, at 7 p.m., for
a lively discussion of the month’s
book. No registration is required.
Interested persons are advised
to check with the library for its
latest book selection by calling
(908) 789-1670.

Adult Craft will be featured on
Tuesday, March 12, at 6 p.m.
Attendees will be able to make a
craft to bring home. Participa-
tion is limited to 10 and registra-
tion is required.

Toddler Story Time, for infants
through age 4, is offered on
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is required. This pro-
gram includes stories, songs,
bubbles and more. The Pipsqueak
Players will visit Storytime on
March 13.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Prop. Tax Revaluation
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HOLY SEASON...The Reverend Andy Kruger, Priest-in-Charge, celebrates
Mass during Lent at the Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford. Trinity invites the
entire community to join its congregation for Ash Wednesday services at noon and
7 p.m. on March 6. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten season.

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, invites
everyone to come for Ash
Wednesday services, at noon and
7 p.m., on Wednesday, March 6.

Ash Wednesday is the first day
of Lent. The name comes from
the practice of placing (or impos-
ing) a cross of ashes on the fore-
head of Christians as a sign of
their mortality and penitence. Lent
is the liturgical season of 40 days
of penitence and fasting. Sun-
days, the Sabbath day, are not
part of the Lenten fasting days.

Christians are invited “to ob-

serve a Holy Lent by self-exami-
nation and repentance by prayer,
fasting and self-denial, and by
reading and meditating on God’s
Holy Word.” Historically, Lent was
a time converts were prepared
for Holy Baptism or for reconcil-
ing those who had been sepa-
rated from the church through
penitence and forgiveness. It
serves as a reminder to all Chris-
tians of the need to continually
renew their faith and repentance.

Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family
church that welcomes all people
and strives to “know Christ and to

make the Lord known through
faith, fellowship, and service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by
the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge, are at
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Reverend
Kruger also leads the Daily Of-
fices of Morning and Evening
Prayer, at 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Tuesdays through Fridays, in
Witherington Chapel in the church
undercroft, which is accessible
by the outside stairs at the right
rear corner of the church. For
more information about Trinity,
call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church to Hold
Ash Wednesday Services on March 6

Kid’s Craft also will take place
on March 13, at 3 p.m. Young-
sters in second grade and up can
make a fun craft. Registration is
required and participation is lim-
ited to 20.

Lego will be available on Thurs-
days, March 14 and 28, at 3 p.m.
Children ages 4 to 12 are invited
to find inspiration through the
month’s theme and build what-
ever they wish, then share their
creations with others. Some will
be displayed in the library’s show-
case. Registration is required and
participation is limited to 15.

Additional programs will be an-
nounced for later in the month.
The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-
1670. Further information visit
youseemore.com/garwood.

GW Library Events

The editorial exchange between
Councilman Frank Arena of
Westfield and newly-elected
county freeholder, Kim Mouded,
has been a must read for con-
cerned Union County taxpayers.
My take away so far is that Coun-
cilman Arena understands the
ridiculous tax burden the county
freeholder board imposes on us
residents. Kim Mouded on the
other hand is sadly not the breath
of fresh air people had hoped for,
but appears to be just the latest
replacement gear in the 9-0
Democrat Freeholder tax-and-
spend machine that has con-
trolled the county from Elizabeth
since the late 90’s.

Frank Arena is doing his best to
play David against the tone-deaf
Goliath that is the freeholder
board, attempting to restore
power to the people of his town
by refusing to give the county
the money they’ve demanded.
Meanwhile, Kim Mouded doesn’t
see any issue with the $42- mil-
lion levy imposed on her Town of
Westfield. In her first few weeks
in office, I guess she doesn’t see
the value in reducing the over-
lapping and likely redundant du-
ties carried out by both the
Sheriff’s Department and County
Police or investigating ways the
county Department of Public
Works can do a better job of
working with municipal DPW’s to
reduce duplicate services or to
better leverage each other.

It’s also clear that Kim isn’t
interested in the value of bring-

ing in private enterprise, and
how much of a pivotal an impact
that would have on the local
economy. In New York, local
Democrats scared away billions
of dollars and tons of jobs when
they ran Amazon out of town.
Here in Union County, Kim and
the Democrats don’t seem to be
faring much better to bring in
new businesses that could help
balance our county checkbook.
In a town reeling from the loss of
Lerner David, the addition of a
new corporate resident would
mean a lot to the taxpayers of
Westfield, but with the county
tax burden as it is, we just aren’t
that attractive to new business.

Freeholder Mouded lauds the
diversity of the freeholder board
coming from different towns,
ethnicities, races, religious back-
grounds, etc. and that’s a great
thing reflective of Union County.
Unfortunately, that’s where the
diversity ends with this board, as
the approach to running county
government is the same among
all nine members – no challenge
or difference of opinion to the
usual order of business and bur-
geoning taxes. I thought there
could be a chance that Kim
Mouded might break the mold of
Chairman “Nick Scutari’s” wing
of the Democratic Party, but af-
ter her last editorial, she’s proven
herself as more of the same, and
that sucks for the rest of us
county residents.

Joe Sarno
Scotch Plains

Former Garwood Councilman
2018 Candidate for Union County

Freeholder

Westfield’s Kim Mouded – New
Freeholder, Same Result

Letter to the Editor
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on scene, the driver, Osei, was
arrested after he initially failed
to stop for police units. He was
processed and provided with a
state Superior Court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
reckless driving, speeding, fail-
ure to keep right, an unsafe lane
change, failure to signal a turn,
failure to stop, improper use of a
horn and maintenance of lamps.

Friday, February 15, Anthony
Quimi, 22, of Bloomfield was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Raritan Road and
Centennial Avenue for a taillight
out. Quimi was processed and
provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for unclear plates, not
wearing a seatbelt and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, February 16, George
Haley, 22, of Roselle was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue East
and Carpenter Place for driving
without headlights on. Following
an investigation on scene, police
arrested Haley for suspected
marijuana found inside the ve-
hicle. He was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for driving without head-
lights on and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, February 17, Joshua
Anderson, 31, of Morristown was
arrested and charged with pos-
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CRANFORD
Wednesday, February 13,

Elaine Kwiatek, 26, of Linden
was arrested and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop on Raritan Road for
a brake light out. Kwiatek was
processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date.
In addition, she was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for main-
tenance of lamps, having an ob-
structed view and possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, February 14,
Nathaniel Louis, 21, of Hillside
was arrested and charged with
unlawful possession of a weapon,
possession of under 50 grams of

marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a 2001 Honda
was stopped on North Avenue
East for an expired inspection
decal. Following an investigation
at the scene, police arrested a
passenger in the vehicle, identi-
fied as Louis, for suspected mari-
juana found in his possession. In
addition, police recovered a
loaded .45ACP handgun in Louis’
possession. He was processed
and turned over to the Union
County jail pending a detention
hearing. The driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for an
inspection violation and for be-
ing an unlicensed/suspended
driver.

Friday, February 15, Charles
Osei, 20, of Union was arrested
and charged with eluding police
following a motor vehicle stop at
North Union Avenue and
Claremont Place for erratic driv-
ing. Following an investigation

session of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Centennial and
Winans Avenues for a brake lamp
out. Anderson, a passenger in
the vehicle, was processed and
provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, the
driver was issued a motor ve-
hicle summons for a seatbelt vio-
lation.

Monday, February 18, Sharon
Marosi, 44, of Rahway was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS), possession of
prescription legend drugs, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia,

under the influence of a CDS and
driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after she was involved in a one-
car motor vehicle crash on the
200 block of Centennial Avenue.
Marosi also was charged with
prescription legend drugs and
suspected crack-cocaine found
inside the vehicle. She was pro-
cessed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.
In addition, she was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for reck-
less driving, careless driving, fail-
ure to keep right, obstructing
traffic, speeding on a sidewalk,
delaying traffic and possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Health Screenings Open
To Cranford Residents

CRANFORD — Adult health
screenings for residents served
by the Madison Health Depart-
ment will be held in March. Those
18 years of age and older are
invited to “know their numbers”
for cholesterol, triglycerides, glu-
cose and several other values
measured in the Complete Meta-
bolic Profile (CMP) offered to resi-
dents of Madison, Chatham Town-
ship, Springfield and Cranford.
This blood analysis is a fasting
test and appointments are re-
quired. Individual blood pressure
and additional health informa-
tion will be available at the
screening. There is no fee for this

community service.
For additional information or to

make an appointment, call the
Madison Health Department at
(973) 593-3079, extension no.
1. Participants should have their
provider’s name and contact in-
formation when calling for an
appointment.

Screenings will take place as
follows:

Thursday, March 7, 8 to 10
a.m., at the Chisholm Commu-
nity Center, 100 South Spring-
field Avenue, Springfield.

Thursday, March 14, 8 to 10
a.m., Madison Civic Center, 28
Walnut Street, Madison.

Calvary Lutheran Invites
All For Ash Wednesday

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church invites the com-
munity to its Ash Wednesday
services on March 6, at 1:15
p.m. or 7:30 p.m., as Christians
mark the beginning of Lent and
their 40-day journey to Easter.
Both the afternoon and evening
services will include Holy Com-
munion and the Imposition of
Ashes.

At Calvary, the theme this year
for the Season of Lent is “Reclaim-
ing Sabbath.” Pastor Carol Lind-
say noted, “Living 24/7 might be
how folks are wired right now but
it’s not how we were created. The
Bible basically says, ‘No to the
Culture of Now,’ to borrow a Walter
Brueggeman phrase. We are hop-
ing to learn some healthy bound-
aries that give us the permission
to rest in this reflective season of
the year. Sabbath isn’t about rules
— it’s about wholeness.”

On Ash Wednesday, Christians
gather to prepare their hearts
and minds for the renewal of
faith given to them through the
life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. “We invite others
who are weary and stressed to
join our worship on Ash Wednes-
day, as we introduce this theme,
and throughout the upcoming
Lenten season,” said Pastor Lind-
say.

Calvary Lutheran Church offers
worship every Sunday at 10:15
a.m. in the sanctuary. Everyone
is welcome in the church, every-
one belongs — no matter what
their journey with God has been.
Calvary is located at 108 Eastman
Street, Cranford. For more infor-
mation about the congregation
and additional opportunities to
worship, call the church office at
(908) 276-2418 or go to
calvarycranford.com.
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Grade 12
High Honor Roll

Angela Arvizzigno, Katyana Avila,
Aubrey Bagdonas, James
Bagdonas, Julia Barnes, Patricia
Bolivar, Laura Brady, Thomas
Brown, Drew Burfeindt, Kyle Bur-
ton, Kara Bush, Michelle
Cagnassola, Gianna Calligy, Pe-
ter Canevari, Gianni Caro
Esposito, Matthew Carrascoso,
Anna Ciarrocca, Sarah Citarella,
Madison Coleman, Noah
Costanzo, Jessica DeBellis,
Lilliana Dec, Patrick Dembiec,
Stefanie DeVizio, Ashley Dia-
mond, Christina DiBella, Gabrielle
Dickstein, Michael Dieu, Angelo
DiNizo, Nicholas Dionisio, Carly
Dvorin, Tyler Dvorin, Jessica
Edelman, Hope Edwards, Zachary
Evangelista, Alex Ferrara,
Cristabella Fortna, Mary
Fossaceca, Benjamin Fox, Colette
Franciscus, Madison Gal, William
Gale, Pedro Garcia, Julianne Gar-
ner, Luke Gelling, Isaiah Goff,
Sarah Gorman, Brandon Green,
Vanessa Handy, Cassidy Haugh,
Madison Haugh, Jaclyn Horre,
Payton Howell, Jannine Huby,
Sophia Iacona, Raina Jablon,
Kaitlyn Jackmin, Ryan Johnson,
John Kayser, Gabriella
Kowalczyk, Ben Kuperschmid,
Alexandra Lahetta, Julianna
Lamagna, Dominick Lamastra,
Jeffrey Lapidus, Thomas
Larmore, Ava Leichtling,
Sandraann Leporiere Cordone,
Melanie Litwin, Carina Lopac,
Ricardo Lopez, Amy Magrino,
Reina Makimura, Isabelle
Malaussena, Casandra Martoccia,
Dorian Mayo, Graham McAlindin,
Angelica Mencia, Rae Mikula,
Daniel Mitchell, Massimo Modica,

Kaylee Moniz, Nicole Muenzen,
Jake Murphy, Jude Musano,
Caroline Nguyen, Colin O’Brien,
Victoria O’Connor, Alex Oslislo,
Laura Pansulla, Ariana Picart,
Julia Poeschl, Jonathan Ramos,
Daniel Resnicoff, Jelani
Richardson, Justin Rizzi, Margot
Rizzi, Amanda Robbins, Zoe
Rouder, Rachel Rowen, Molly
Ryan, Thomas Ryan, Jessica
Sadel, Sadie Salgado, Abigail
Saperstein, Kara Schramm, Jacob
Schulman, Maya Schwartzman,
Max Seefeldt, Christopher Sekiya,
Shalini Shah, Joshua Sklarin,
Audrey Smith, Nicholas Smith,
Emily Smulewitz, Olivia
Speranza, Max Steele, Jessica
Szulc, Nicole Tavares, Marco
Toupence, Maggie Traina, An-
thony Triwahjudi, Joshua Venick,
Isabella Verga, Dakota Verrico,
Justin Walsh, Caroline Warren,
Adam Weiner, Elizabeth Weinreb,
Jovi Williams, Elena Wollman,
Saiyanna Womack, Isaac Wong,
Lucy Zhang, Julia Zucosky

Grade 12
Honor Roll

Ryan Ackerman, Grace Ahlin,
Hamza Ali, Alexa Anselmo, Persis
Baah, Christopher Bagdonas,
Josiah Baik, Amanda Ball,
Zachary Barash, Ashley Barros,
Sara Barshap, Lauren Barth,
Christian Blanco, Emilia
Boissonneault, Freya Natasha
Buison, Tierra Buissereth, Kevin
Calabria, Joshua Canavan,
Rachella Carlino, Gianna Cassara,
Giancarlo Castro, Christopher
Catuogno, Alan Chen, Kevin Chin,
Ryan Cleary, Elizabeth Daniskas,
Eboni Davis, Anita Dazzo, Anna
Decker, Riley DeProspero, An-

thony DeShields, Alyssa
DeSimone, Daniel Donaldson,
Meghan Duthie, Kelsey Fay, Mat-
thew Fazzino, Casey Ferguson,
Miguel Fontora, Jessica Friebely,
Justin Giaimo, Theodore
Giandana, Samuel Goetz, Vadim
Gorbaty, Sara Greene, Shane
Hernandez, Jake Hogan, Jack
Hosmer, John Huby, Kier Hunt,
Suzanne Jackson, Stenli Kanu,
Dimitrios Kastanos, Thomas
Laucik, Justin Lo, Julia Lomonte,
Hannah Lyman, Brent Mankin,
Jared Mascioli, Shannon
McCreesh, Brenna McNamara,
Ethan Melville, Ryan Metzger,
Sophia Mineo-Pankiewitz, Mat-
thew Monroy, Niyah Nathaniel,
Chloe Nelson, James Oakes-
Garcia, Stephen Oduro, Julia
Pankiewitz, Jack Pedersen, Conor
Peterson, Taylor Phifer-Fitch,
Carter Pomponio, Anthony Por-
ter, Ryan Puri, Maryam Ramjohn,
Eric Refinski, Kayla Reisberg,
Timothy Roden, Alex Rodriguez,
Martin Rogoff, Daniela Russo,
Nicole Scarano, Cheryl Schneider,
Rachel Schuman, Kevin Sheil,
Edward Smith, Jacob Steinberg,
Jacqueline Stovall, Rachel Tang,
Kyle Tannenbaum, Juliet Trifiro,
Anthony Vallejo, Mateo Velez,
Steven Verrastro, Maria Villeda,
James Walsh, George Waweru,
Charles Widder, Morgan Wilson,
Daniel Wright, Abigail Yarbenet,
Imran Zubair

Grade 11
High Honor Roll

Amir Abdelmalak, Nicholas Alber,
Connor Alchus, Dylan Allen,
Gabrielle Aloe, Kaitlyn Amato,
Taylor Arrogante, Delaney Baliko,
Marissa Bamrick, Joseph Barge,
Sydney Blacker, Julianna Blanco,
Josephine Blundo, Patrick
Bourke, Alexandra Boylan,
Michael Braun, Morgan Brown,
Nicole Brozak, Charles Bunin,
Catherine Buren, Kristen Buro,
Remy Cardarelli, Lucas Carinhas,
Summer Carver, Josephine
Cerino, Jonathan Chaillet, Alexa
Chan, Antoinette Chango,

Katherine Chouinard, Julie
Ciccarino, Garret Clausen, Jor-
dan Clement, Guadalupe
Coahuilas, Michael Couso, Daniel
Coyle, Mia Craven, Sabrina Cruz,
Nicole DeFrancesco, Carina
DelCore, Juliana Denning,
Michael DiFrancesco, Christopher
Downey, Sophie Drapkin, Mat-
thew Dreyfus, Colin Dwyer, Sean
Fanning, Colin Fitzgerald, Justin
Fletcher, Ryan Flynn, Alex
Forman, Abigail Friedman,
Lauren G, Nicholas Giamella,
Kayla Giuffi, Liam Giuliani, Ma-
son Glod, Jada Gomillion, Mary
Jane Gonzales, Christina
Gubernat, Akhil Gundra, Jake
Hahn, Samantha Hall, Sarah Hall,
Savannah Hall, Emma Hastrup,
Emily Herman, Olivia Hobbs,
Sarah Horn, Mia Hunter, Christos
Ioannidis, Nicholas Januszanis,
Vikram Kalsi, Tara Kenoff, Lauren
Kieltyka, Jacqueline Kirian,
Gabrielle Klausner, Jordan
Kleinbaum, Brooke Klurman,
Miriam Kother, Ana
Kurdovanidze, Mariami
Kurdovanidze, Nicholas
LaFerrera, Ashleigh Lancaster,
Hannah Lancaster, Margaret
Lapolla, Erin Lay, Elizabeth Ley,
Neena Lomuscio, Joy Lytch,
Valeria Macchini, Aleezah
Madraswalla, Ian McCormack,
James McNichol, Harrison Mills,
Jessica Mongold, Ryan Montagna,
Ethan Morrobel, Christina
Mouckas, Matthew Mouckas,
Christopher Muskus, Cassidy
Novello, John O’Connor, Alyssa
Pankiewitz, Evan Paul, Jadie
Pearl, Katelyn Perez, Philleshia
Pershay-Spearman, Lindsey
Porchetta, Athena Postlewait,
Sophie Pritchett, Esteban Quino-
nes, Sarah Rata, Hiren Reddy,
Isabella Richardson, Dana
Ricketts, Cassie Robinson, Felipe
Rodrigues, Sarai Romero, Rob-
ert Root, Alexander Rossi, Mallory
Rothweiler, Irina Ruzina, Henry
Saltzman, Jake Samitt,
Samantha Samuelian, Julia
Sassoon, Frederick Saunders,
Victoria Savoca, Maria Schmidt,
Rachel Schoss, David Schulman,
Olivia Shih, Amari Singley,
Madilynne Slifer, Julia Solsky,

Skylar Stagaard, Brett Strug,
Emma Thumann, Madison Toll,
Gabriella Tomon, Yunus Tozlu,
Andres Trujillo, Christopher
Tsuchiya, Caroline Vivanco,
Kaitlyn Walsh, Brian Weideli,
Brandon Weinberg, Grace White,
Kaelah Wiggins, Sophia Wilkins,
Lexa Winigrad, Harrison
Wustefeld, Keri Yang, Samantha
Yip, Jonathan Yu, Julia Yu, Alley
Zakarin, Kelly Zimmerman,
Rachel Zucker

Grade 11
Honor Roll

Sandra Abdelmalak, Katina
Ackerman, Olivia Adams, Amira
Aliane, Mia Alvarez, Taylor An-
thony, Jared Arkin, Jake
Arrogante, Lauren Azzarello,
Mallory Banks, Michael Besante,
Jacob Bottomly, William Brady,
Declan Byrne, Catherine Carter,
Sofia Casimiro, Lea Cerini, Ryan
Ciarrocca, James Cirillo, Justin
Clark, Aliyah Daniel, Devon
Danielovich, John Deitch, Robert
Dencker, Madison Diamond,
Gabriel Donatelli, Kayleigh
Downey, Jessica Eggert, Samuel
Feinberg, Isabella Fiore, Jennifer
Fleck, Alvaro Furfaro-Rodriguez,
Lucia Furfaro-Rodriguez, Maritza
Garcia, Michaela Genty, Emily
Grill, Ryan Gumpel, Keli Hayes,
Lily Higgins, Patrick Howard,
Brian Huang, Brigit Jacob,
Emelyne Johns, Emily Jones,
Malcolm Kahora, Nicole Kenny,
Gabrielle Khan, Prabvir Kukreja,
Jessica Lancaster, Charles
Levine, Alex Levy, Antonio
Lomonte, Jordan Lowrey, Raion
Magallanes, Samantha Mahmet,
Jordan Margolis, Caden Mari,
Clara Masback, Danasia
McDonald, Carys McDowell, Kayla
Nitti, Emma O’Brien, Christina
Pham, Grace Ponterio, Ethan
Rafal, Christian Ramalho,
Gabriella Ramos, Aadith Ratish,
Samuel Reeson, Patrick Ritter,
William Robertson, Lucas Route,
Carolina Samuelian, Damian
Santos, Julianna Scarcella, Grace
Schiller, Laura Schmidt, Megan

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 2nd Marking Period
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Sheehy, Gwendolyn Sleat, Carter
Slifer, Carly Spellman, Anne
Stuart, Maya Sutterlin, Michael
Tardi, Meghan Taylor, Derick
Vega, Kaylah Webb, Ryan
Widman, Jayson Williams-
Johnson, Eli Wolman, Tara
Wolman, Olivia Zambrio

Grade 10
High Honor Roll

Ezri Abraham, Oluwaseun
Adekunle, Kotey Ashie, Kayla
Avila, Tracy Bagdonas, Elena
Balecha, Lindsey Bartley,
Eshaan Basu, Julia Blaschak,
Lauren Brenner, Nicole Britt,
Marissa Burton, Anthony
Cammarano, Anthony Castelli,
Keiara Chapman-Cole, Luke
Checchio, Emma Chichester,
Kaelie Chung, Haley Cino,
Abigail Colao, Charles Coolidge,
Dante Corsaro, John Michael
Cristobal, Eric Cunningham,
John Dazzo, Matthew Dembiec,
Amit Deshpande, Dylan
Dombrowski, Ryan Duthie, Ryan
Eng, Gabriella Essenfeld, David
Farin, Conor Feeney, Owen
Ferrone, Joshua Fox, Benjamin
Freedman, Dylan Fuimo, Ava
Gelling, Erika Mae Gonzales,
Jackeline Guallpa, Ava Hausle,
Elisa Herstatt, Taylor Hopkins,
Meredith Hough, Victor Johnson,
Luke Jones, Ishwari Katdare,
Jordan Katz, Joseph Kern, Emily
Kessler, Ibraheem Khan, Hailey
Kinard, Benjamin Krauss,
Shelby Kumpf, Sean Lage,
Gabrielle Lancaster, Rebecca
Lancaster, Joseph Larmore,
Evelyn Liang, Joseph Linder,
Matthew London, Jolie Lubalin,
Corinne Lyght, Alexa Mach,
Lucas Mackey, Jack Manville,

Michael Marino, Emilyann
McNeill, Jordan McQuoid, Mae
Merkle, Sean Merkle, James
Middleton, Brendan Mullany,
Natalia Nervi, Sabrina Ngu, Max
Niessen, Jayden Nyamiaka,
Faith Price, Ralph Ramos,
Kaitlyn Reilly, Sarai Reuben,
Julian Rijo, Juan Diego Rojas
Camargo, Miles Roper, Nicolas
Ruggiero, Abigai l  Ryan,
Katherine Ryan, Marcus Sandy,
Paul Schiumo, Erica Schug,
Alexa Seefeldt, Alessandra
Serio, Christopher Shapiro,
Daniel Sicinski, Rachel Small,
Daniel Soler, Sydney
Sprechman, Madison-Anne
StaRosa, Alexandra Swiatek,
Nicholas Tittanegro, Justin Tran,
Benjamin Tucker, Arianna
Ursino, Alexa Vierschilling, Maya
Waldman, Allison Weisser,
Alexander Werkheiser, Zoe
Wernsing, Jonathan Wiener,
Quinn Wil l iamson, Taylor
Winslow, Jamie Wirth, Zackery
Wong, Ciara Worthey

Grade 10
Honor Roll

Sohaila Abdelkader, Grace
Abdy, Andrew Acosta, Kieren
Adams, Chloe Alce, Jesse Artz,
Tobias Bachman, Anjila Banks,
Sofia Beardsley, Jake
Bensulock, Ethan Berkman,
Dylan Bordman, Erika Bretz,
Olivia Calcaterra, JanAndre
Castro, Justin Chan, Juliette
Ciullo, Abigail Conklin, Devin
Cooke, Meredith Czurlanis, Eric
De Maria, Joseph Decker,
Katherine DeFouw, Michael
DePaola, Rhythm Desai, Sofia
Dietze, Jonathan Dionisio, Mat-
thew Drubulis, Melissa Falk,

Colin Fanning, Maura Farrell,
Alexander Fazzino, Mary
Fazzino, Lenore Ferguson,
Besnik Ferizi, Daniel Ferrone,
Hannah Filler, Olivia Fiore, Claire
Fisher, Jacob Fleischer, Olivia
Fletcher, Justyanna Fortna,
Jamie Frank, Joseph Gale,
Joshua Garcia, Emma Guan,
Chloe Hahn, Paul Harris, Lily
Holston, Marlena Holston, Jack-
son Hopkins, Zachary Jachera,
Ryan Jones, Shruti Khandelwal,
Paul Koizumi, Hannah Kriney,
Cynthia Liang, Julia Liberto,
Amelia Lieberman, Li Hong Lin,
Dallas Lorenzetti, Megan Lozito,
Rachel Lubeck, Zachary Lubeck,
Wil l iam Mauer, Lauren
McGovern, Connor Midwinter,
Natalie Mikula, Rachel Miller,
Hadley Moran, Emily Muench,
Holly Nelson, Julianne O’Brien,
Maxwell Oross, Samuel Oross,
Nicole Oslislo, Ethan Pawelec,
Thomas Peeney, Roman Perrelli,
Derek Porter, Hadley Rose,
Emma Route, Gianna Salgado,
William Schetelich, Jessica
Schramm, Rohan Shah, Michael
Shapiro, Serena Sirchio, Chris-
topher Skwirut, Christopher
Smith, Lucy Spitzer, Nathaniel
Sta Rosa, Nicholas Susino,
Isabel la Sutton, Daniel
Vil lacreses-Montoya, Carly
Walker, Ryann Wall, Eric Watt,
David Wernsing, Aidan Young

Grade 9
High Honor Roll

Mary Adekunle, Aliyah Adkins,
Alice Bachman, Rachel
Barattucci, Thomas Baylock,
Moumit Bhattacharjee, Mourik
Bhattacharjee, Kai Bobrow, Julia
Bonhote, Meagan Bourke, Marin
Brace, Luke Brencsons,
Stephanie Brown, Ariel Burman,
Avery Burman, Camila Cabrera,
Jodi Carmant, Anthony Cerino,
Kelly Chesky, Ava Chin, Carter
Chin, Victoria Cirillo, Hannah
Citarella, Benjamin Cohen,
Amelia Collins, Sofia Corsaro,
Ethan Costanzo, Gabriella Crona,

Isabella Cukrow, Kaelin
Cunningham, Lila Dasi, Ryan
Debenham, Ashley DeFrancesco,
Jake DeGaetano, Francesca
DiLollo, Lily Dimon, Grace
Downey, Terence Downey, Riley
Dwyer, Samantha Edelman,
Bridget Ennis, Amanda Filipski,
Lauren Fitzgerald, Olivia
Fleischer, Alessandro Frias,
Joshua Friedson, Emily Friscia,
Audrey Gabbai, Joshua Gabbai,
Sophia Gallahue, Patricia Gillen,
Alexa Gingold, Evan Gomillion,
Catherine Grandmaison,
Zachary Harmer, Thomas
Haverlock, Aidan Heifetz,
Amanda Hill, Megan Hillyer, Rob-
ert Hochstaedt, Seifeldin Hosny,
Chloe Howell, Lily Hughes, Jacob
Jablon, Julia Jackson, Quinn
Jackson, Julia John, Nina
Johnson, Sherin Kachroo, Jacob
Kanterman, Joseph Kaplan,
Francesca Kastanos, Grace
Kennedy, Riya Kishen, Alyona
Kladova, Taylor Klein, Ryan
Koehler, Richa Kulkarni, Erica
Lee, Jenna Lee, Sophia Lerner,
Matthew Levine, Noah Levy,
Annette Liang, Olivia Linderman,
Nithyaraajitha Lokesh, Rica
Briana Lopez, Melanie Lowell,
Jackson Lubalin, Lauren Magrino,
Rachel Manette, Marlaina
Martucci, Caitlin Maughan,
Gianna Mavilla, Zachary Mawby,
Marin McAlindin, Sarah McCall,
Connor McCreesh, Eamonn
McGovern, Ava McKenzie,
Gabriel Melville, Kaitlyn Mohabir,
Aislinn Mooney, Gavin Morrobel,
Kayla Morrow, Rory Moser,
Shyana Nanshah, Isaiah
Nathaniel, Jazlyn Navarro
Jimenez, Kenneth Nelson,
Therese Nitro, Kyle Nolan,
Vanessa Ossy, Elizabeth Parvin,
Aditya Phatak, Elle Priesing, Elina
Puri, Grace Rehrer, Conor Reilly,
Gianna Riefler, Lucia Robertiello,
Aidan Robertson, Brodie
Robertson, Jessica Rojek, Ben-
jamin Root, Peri Roper, Emilia
Saccento, Sydney Sadler,
Naome Samuel-Will iams,
Isabela Segarra, Evan Sena,
Amelia Sherman, Anna Sicoli,
Emily Sicoli, Natalie Skolar,

Alexander Smith, Victoria
Solsky, John Stellakis, Diana
Stinkova, Rebecca Strug, Brenna
Sull ivan, Anna Szczuka,
Hadassah Tabak, Eleni
Theocharopoulu, Jason
Trivisonno, Marcos Trujillo, Lucas
Vega, Johnathan Vu, Megan
Walsh, Jamie Weinberg, Dor-
othy Wilson, Kerrin Wojcik,
Eliyah Wong, Emily Wyrwa, Emily
Yang, Julia Yick, Julia Zambrio,
Naiomi Ziekert

Grade 9
Honor Roll

Robert Alber, Dana Ascolesi, Ryan
Au, Vincent Augello, Jayden Ball,
Ryan Beauregard, Matthew
Bender, Ava Berry, Joseph Berry,
Aiden Birnbaum, Brooke
Boissonneault, John Burke, Ryan
Chaillet Grande, Zoe
Chrisostomides, Sofia Ciullo,
Colin Clarke, Camille Cooke, Eve
Delaney, Brenna DeProspero,
Isabella DiLollo, Jack Eckstine,
Lindsay Edelman, Isabel Elimu,
Jeffrey Fezza, Katelyn Gaulin,
Alicia Goff, David Green, Michael
Hagopian, Lauren Hahn, Michael
Hayeck, Jodi Hayes, Katherine
Hochman, Madeline Joe, Amir
Johnson, Briajohnae Jones,
Maeve Kahora, Brendan
Karyczak, Adam Kiell, Andrew
Kipp, Leah Klurman, Viktoria
Kozak, John Leonardo, Robert
Lerner, Noa Levine, Julian Mar-
tin, Wilbur May, Brandon
Melnitsky, Jake Monroy, Ayden
Mullins, Ava Musano, Igor Nikolin,
Lea Oduro, Sara Pham, Charlotte
Pollack, Matthew Power, Gabriella
Pugliese, Mariam Ramazashvili,
Thomas Ricci, Kayleigh Robinson,
Tucker Rose, Samuel Rouder,
Noah Sadler, Anna Saltzman,
Dante Silva, Nicholas Solimeno,
Jessica Steinberg, Giovanni
Sullivan-Massa, Morgan Switsky,
Jason Tannenbaum, Aidan
Trenery, Morgan Tsin, John
Vangeli, Samantha Walden, Emily
Walsh, Alyssa Warbeck, Julianna
Warren, Stella Whitefield

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 2nd Marking Period
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Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School - 2nd Marking Period

Grade 7
Distinguished Honor Roll

Attia, Sarah; Bach, Olivia;
Balakumaran, Maya; Bartlett,
Nicholas; Behrens, Aaron;
Behrens, Eve; Bonn, Karolina;
Bromberg, Lauren; Cabrales,
Caitlin; Cadigan, Ella; Cadigan,
Patrick; Chen, Sophia; Cho,
Maxwell; Czarnecki, Kaitlynn;
Daly, Nolan; Delforte, Ethan;
Donofrio, Isabella; Dudkiewicz,
Justine; Edwards, Stephen;
Eisman, Rebecca; Engel,
Casey; Fajardo, Josue;
Fleming, Adrian; Frantzeskakis,
Zoe; Gee, Victoria; Gil, Sofia;
Gonzalez, Christopher; Greco,
Collin; Hoch, Morgan; Hollosi,
Hannah; Hu, Alexander; Hu,
Charlie; Hu, Yenjay; Iyer,
Anusha; J iao, Jonathan;
Johnson-Mi lstein, James;
Keith, Avery; Kengeri, Kathryn;
Kermanshahi, Katherine; Kim,
Grace; Klingelhofer, Jessica;
Labin, Nicholas; Leavitt ,
Lindsey; Lincoln, Sarah; Lisci,
Gabrie le; Logan, Clare;
Manescu, Monica; Marceau,
Zachary; Marcus, Zachary;
Mehta, Tage; Meisinger, Rob-
ert; Meis inger, Zachary;
Mendel, Edward; Nematadzira,
Benedict; Norwood, Illyria;
O’Brien, Jillian; O’Connell,
Marisa; Owens, Clarabelle;
Patel, Devan; Patel, Deven;
Petrassi, Noah; Pinkowski,
Chloe; Puglisi, Gianna; Reed,
Makenna; Reynders, Nathan;
Richards, Aidan; Roitman,
Ethan; Rotter,  Maxwel l;
Sanford, Christian; Scheiner,
Darcy; Scipioni, Isabella; Sclar,

Avital; Shih, Isabelle; Singh,
Michael; Spirn, Emily; Tsarsi,
Sofia; Virmani, Grace; Walker,
Ri ley; Waqar, Al ishba;
Weinstein, Cate; Wi lner,
Emory; Xiong, Rebecca; Zhao,
Derrick

Grade 7
Honor Roll

Ackerman, Benjamin; Agar,
Ol iver; Andreottola, Ava;
Andretta, Gavin; Anyaele,
Obinna; Bal l ingal l ,  Tyler;
Beinhaker, Aylinn; Berger,
Olivia; Beriont, Christopher;
Biedermann, Ava; Blaustein,
Jacob; Braganza, Leon;
Brennan, Gabrielle; Bryson,
Rachel; Cestero, Tomas;
Chalke, Aditya; Chelak,
Alexander; Chermak, Nina;
Clark, Emma; Clark, Samuel;
Cogan, Cara; Collins, Allison;
Colon, Ricardo; Crane, Aidan;
Cruz, Jeremy; Cruz, Leilani;
Csorba, Steven; Del Monico,
Gabrielle; Del Re, Pietro; Della
Rocco, Sofia; Delos Reyes, Aiel;
Doblas-Mart in, Miqueas;
Doherty, Erin; Dowden, Jack-
son; Dragan, Natalie; Dunham,
Evan; Dunham, Owen; Dunn,
James; Eisenman, Max; Evans,
Carys; Farabaugh, Braedan;
Finn, Kate; Foley, Col in;
Frantzeskakis, Aris; Gallo,
Giul iana; Garg, Akshit;
Gauthier, Genevieve; Gibbs,
Shannon; Goldfeld, Nikita;
Goldstein, Sigal; Gordon, Madi-
son; Gunzberg, Lucas;
Guzman, Cesar; Haar,
Alexandra; Heinze, Caroline;
Hickey, John; Hurford, Gre-

gory; Jean, Matthew; Jeckell,
Charles; Jepsen, Wil l iam;
Jimenez, Lena; Kaplun,
Samantha; Karaban, Brienna;
Karamete, Mel issa; Katz,
Amelia; Kiefer, Alexander;
Klemm, Rachel; Kobin,
Caroline; Kobori, Michael;
Koellhoffer, Ryan; Koetje,
Cassidy; Korr, Zachary; Lam,
Cody; Landry, Paige; Lehman,
Andie; L in, Yumin; L ink,
Jacqueline; Lisnock, Grace;
Logozzo, Michael; Lopez
Gutierrez, Samuel; Ma, Dillon;
McSweeney, El le; Might,
Daniel le; Miranda, Jul ia;
Miranda, Pedro; Mirrione, Jor-
dan; Moreland, David; Morrelli,
Caroline; Murphy, Julia; Natt,
Jaden; Ng, Bryan; O’Brien,
Sean; O’Connor, Ava; Orgel,
Rachel; Paris, John; Pearson,
Christian; Perialis, Athena;
Pinho, Elena; Pinto, Sofia; Prip,
Heather; Rau, Davis; Reilly,
Anne; Reyes, Nalyssa;
Robertson, Anna; Rodrigues,
Nicolas; Rodriguez, Ximena;
Russo, Mario; Schroppe, Keira;
Serme, Yusuf; Sewald, Evan;
Shepherd, Logan; Singman,
Owen; Spirn, Philip; Swiat,
Evan; Tanemori, Ryuichi; Tay-
lor, Aaron; Varhley, Jackson;
Victorino, Maxwell; Vitorino,
Rebecca; Vo, Andrew; Von
Boch, Madeleine; Wal ler,
Naomi; Ward, Evan; Weber,
William; Wellnitz, Christopher;
Wil lson, Rebecca; Wilson,
Zechari; Witten, Ethan; Yang,
Chen; Young, Ethan; Yu, Ian;
Zemsky, Madison

Grade 8
Distinguished Honor Roll

Alexander, Evan; Bautista,
Eric; Bebel, Abigail; Becker,
Leah; Br i l lantes,  Carter;
Butera, Mattia; Butler, Klara;
Chang, Max; Chen, Matthew;
Collins, Catherine; Consales,
Julia; Craig, Owen; Crall, Wil-
l iam; Davenport, Edward;
Davies,  Rohan; Deignan,
Elaine; Dianda, Jessica; Dias,

Maya; DuHaime, Natal ie;
Edekar,  Sayee; Everett ,
Hannah; Ferguson, Kaelin;
Gagliardi, Jackson; Gamba, Jo-
seph; Gil, Gabriela; Guerrero,
Sophia; Gugl ielmo, Jane;
Hobbie, Luke; Howland, Mor-
gan; Hunt, Logan; Isaacman,
Jil l ian; Jairam, Sharanya;
Janaczek, Olivia; Jyotishi,
N ikh i l ;  Ke i th,  Ar iana;
Kelesoglu, Emma; Kobin,
Timothy; Korotka, Sofiia; Lara,
Juan-Diego; Lee, Jessica; Lee,
Yusuf; Liebermann, Michael;
Mangiamele, Leo; Matus, An-
drew; Mauryshchau, Sofia;
Mishra,  Aashi;  Mul ler ,
Alessandra; Palles, Peter;
Panora, Isabella; Rothfleisch,
Jack; Rubenstein, Alyssa;
Schupak, Samuel; Seiden,
Seth; Sugrue, Julia; Sun,
Kevin; Tananbaum, Carolyn;
Vaccaro,  Luke; Vesuna,
Annika; Waibe l ,  Sophie;
Waldman, Ryan; Wang,
Youhao; Weinstein, Emily;
Welsh,  Nathan; Wernes,
Kendall; Wright, Madison;
Xing, Sophia; Yu, Clara; Yu,
Felix

Grade 8
Honor Roll

Abdala, Vanessa; Albert
Halevy, Zachary; Andersen,
Sophia; Angel, Catherine;
Arabatzis, Aidan; Ash, Avi;
Audino, Michel le; Azeem,
Maya; Bass, Nathan; Beutel,
Julian; Bongiovanni, Anna;
Bongiovanni, Michael; Bradley,
Kyle;  Braun,  Sophia;
Broaddus, Isabella; Buecklers,
Er ic;  Buonopane,  Lucas;
Cabrera, Sergio; Cardoso,
Ju l iana; Cerro,  Paul;
Chakravarty, Aprameyo; Chen,
Kevin; Christian, Matthew;
Composto, Ethan; Cosenza,
Chiara; Cosenza, Valentina;
Cozewith, Hale; Cuccaro, Im-
per io;  Curr ie ,  Jess ica;
D’Agosta, Jessica; Dalessio,
Nicholas; Datwani, Kieran;
Dayon,  Gabr ie l ;  Desai ,

Anushka; DiFalco, Allison;
Doyle, Lindsay; Dudkiewicz,
Alexa; Dudzinski, Jeremy; Epp,
Matthew; Falletta, Olivia;
Gasson,Ryan; Gauth ier ,
Michael;  Givand, Cait l in;
Glasco, Senu; Gonzalez, Daisy;
Gr ipp,  Adr ian;
Hal loran,Thomas; Harper,
Aidan; He, Kyle; Healey, Nicho-
las;  Henderson,  Sean;
Henriques, Gabriella; Hickey,
Donovan; Hill, Isabella; Hynes,
Chelsea; Jackson, Gabriel;
Kahney, William; Karter, Theo;
Kelly, Grace; Kelly, Joshua;
Klemm, Sarah; Koonce,
Dedrick; Kornfeld, Andrew;
Kos lowsky,  Ava; Kr ihak,
Hannah; Laitman, Samuel;
Lam, Derek; Lanza, Patrick;
Le Warn,  Ian; Lechner,
Madeline; Levine, Abbey; Lin,
Christopher; Linsen, Jack;
Luka,  Audrey; Luna
Santamar ia,  Br igham;
Marquet, Christian; Matt, Tho-
mas; McGovern, Joseph; Metz,
Joshua; Michael ,  A lbert;
Mindak, Phineas; Mirtagavi,
Iskandar; Mokrzycki, Luke;
Morrison, Bridgett; Narciso,
Sophia;  Nematadz i ra,
Alexander; North,  F iona;
O’Connor, Katherine; Pacifico,
Alessandra; Pantow, Imanuel;
Pastore, Gabriel; Perafan,
Camila; Pinto, Ariana; Pinto,
Sofia; Popa, Andrew; Raphael,
Genesis; Restivo, Brennan;
Ribeiro, Brandon; Richman,
Aaron; Rios, Josefina; Ripper,
Juliana; Rodrigues, Carly;
Rosario, Olivia; Rosenthal,
Amanda; Ruiz, Olivia; Rusek,
Damian; Saint-Denis, Lucie;
Samet, Chloe; Schifando,
Flannery; Schreiber, Jolie;
Sexton, Johanna; Silecchia,
James; Silva, Alan; Sinocchi,
Evan; Snyder, Devon; Stavin,
Hannah; Sturchio, Matthew;
Tang, Vicky; Tarleton, Perry;
Thorburn, Grace; Tieri, Nancie;
Waibel, Grace; Weinberg,
Jenna; White,  Jess ica;
Whitman, Georgia; Williams,
Brooke; Wilson, Mackenzie;
Witzel, Rachel; Zinnie, Taylor
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Honor Roll
Terrill Middle School - 2nd Marking Period

Grade 8
Distinguished Honor Roll

Benjamin Abrams, Olivia Aiere,
Emma Alchus, Alana Beardsley,
Elizabeth Bedatsky, Eric Botney,
Chloe Burfeindt, Isabel la
Calamusa, Yaritza Catalan-
Ledezma, Alec Choi, Bridget
Davis, Isabel la DeCrosta,
Nishaan Desai, Kate Eng, Marco
Facao, Lindsay Fefferman, Dylan
Fei, Neve Ferreira, Emily Filipski,
Ethan Filler, Weston Fischer,
Bradley Frank, Jessica
Gallagher, Sophie Gannon, An-
drew Giul iani, Sophie
Gotliboym, Charlotte Gumpel,
Diego Gutierrez, Bridget
Hernandez, Avery Higinbotham,
Dara Hsu, Jacob Jones, Meredith
Kenoff, Alexis Kern, Morgan
Kinard, Samantha Klausner,
Alisa Lamastra, Catherine Lavin,
Samuel Leibowitz, Miranda
Lemansky, Michael Levin,
Shawn Lyght, Anthony Malta,
Emma Margolis, Ryan Matulonis,
Sophie Meinke, Giul ianna
Milano, Lauren Mirenda, Eliza-
beth Moose, Stephanie
Muenzen, Matthew Nervi, Alexis
O’Brien, Sophia Paleski, Aaron
Perrotta, Owen Pickel, Brigitte
Priel, Haley Richardson, Jordana
Romero Jimenez, Nikita
Sahasrabudhe, Abbie Sapira,
Nicholas Schmidt, Niyati Shah,
Madeleine Smith, Gabrielle
Smulewitz, Luke Talty, Chelsey
Tang, Shaan Trehan, Kelsey Tse,
Natasha Vega, Haley Warren,
Patrick Watt, Danielle Wester,
William Wheatley, Kelvin Will-
iams, Kiley Wirth, Andrew Wolff,
Bennet Xia

Grade 8
Regular Honor Roll

Samuel Anger, Matthew Angulo,
Caitlin Applebee, Diego Arcila,
Cara Argila, Jack Barnett, Kyla
Bonet, Kyle Brainard, Shayna
Braunstein, Lucy Burke, David
Anthony Candari, Matthew
Castucci, Joseph Catalano, Brody
Chin, Ryan Cichocki, Benjamin
Cohn, Victoria Daszyk, Meredith
DeFouw, Kayla DeSimone, Sofia
Di Iorio, Angelina Diaco,
Raymond Dickscheid, William
Dietrich, Joseph Domingues,
Stefini Drivas, Mia Erath, Darius
Evans, Emmet Feeney, Sara
Feeney, Stephen Folkart, Kathryn
Germinder, Pari Gill, Katarina
Gindel, Jessica Glander, Tessa
Going, Bartosz Gorski, Etienne
Groom, Maya Handler, Evan
Hanvey, Owen Higinbotham,
Aniket Iyer, Tyler Jachera, Ethan
Jaffe, Rebecca Kessler, Maya
Khan, Joseph Kowalczyk, Tian
Liao, Ava Losardo, Amanda
Magee, Kyle Minall, Salma
Mohammed, Paul Mullarkey,
Calum Murray, Emma Noriega,
Diego Otero, Ria Paranjape, Sa-
rah Paul, Harrison Potocek,
Kathryn Power, Reese Priel,
Parker Raham, Matthew
Reynolds, Nicholas Sanchez, Finn
Sautner, Arnav Saxena, Nicolas
Sbordi, Jion Shim, Elizabeth
Sleat, Anna Soifer, Sarah Sorkin,
Olivia Stahley, Sean Stuart,
Paarth Sutar, Shmuel Tabak,
Matthew Teevan, Rylee Tighe,
Kaelin Tricoche, Ryan Van
Ostenbridge, Ava Van Tassel, Guy
Varela, Charles Vayda, Natalie
Walch, Sydney Williams, Elijah

Wu, Garrett Yarnall, Thomas Yick,
Jeremy Zimmerman

Grade 7
Distinguished Honor Roll

Chioma Agwu, Lucas Ali, Madeline
Beauregard, Laura Benko, Hayley
Blacker, Cameron Bloodgood,
James Blundo, Saidy Bober,
Sripriya Challa, Julianna
Compierchio, David Cooper,
Mackenzie Crimmins, Luke Doyle,
Parthiena Ebrahim, Katherine
Echols, Ryan Enayati, Joseph
Entin, Kayla Fiore, Lauren
Fleckenstein, Eden Gabbai, Jane
Harrison, Lily Jayinski, Joshua
Jenkelowitz, Rachel Lacerda, Ava
Lerner, Layne Levine, Ava Levy,
Rachel Levy, Shaina Li, Rachel
Lipsky, Ahana Majumdar, Kelly
Marques, Colin McAuliffe, Julian
Meinke, Lindsey Midrano, Mat-
thew Mihansky, Diti Nainwal, Diya
Nainwal, Shreya Nara, Benjamin
Nathan, Saverio Paradiso, Emily
Park, Pari Patel, Lily Peskin,
Kaitlyn Phillips, Jayant Rai,
Gabriella Rijo, Noah Rotondo,
Daivya Sadhvani, Alyssa
Sapienza, Sarah Sicoli, Gabriel
Silver, Rubina Singh, Catherine
Skwirut, Dhruv Thakare, Anthony
Veglia, Jack Wall, Owen Wasik,
Daniel Wong, Gia Ziekert

Grade 7
Regular Honor Roll

Jude Albert, Sofie Altman, Brianna
Alvarez, Matthew Arnold, Nathan
Arnold, Riley Atkins, Olivia
Augello, Rishav Bagchi, Thomas
Barnes, Nyla Bartholomew, Carys
Browne, Luis Calderon, Isabella
Campanile, Emily Colasanti, Sara
Coniglio, Alexander Crona,
Graeme Daniskas, Jason DelCore,
Jake DeRienzo, Mauro Derosa,
Nikhil Desai, Jeffery Dietrich,
Tristan Doll, Quinn Donahue,
Michael Donofrio, Evan Doyle,
Javier Esteban, Bianca Evans,
Aidan Fairweather, Benjamin Fei,

Samantha Fischer, Katherine
Fitzgerald, Aidan Franciscus, Evan
Gauthier, Ava Goldberg, Mia
Gonyou, Matthew Greisman,
Aubrey Gulbin, Tyler Gulbin,
Ashley Hoberman, Keira Kelly,
Irene Kim, Ella Kleinbaum,
Nathaniel Krauss, Parth Krishna,
Emma Kuchar, Isabel LaHuta,
Katelyn Lester, Artemis Levy
Collins, Benjamin Liang, Jonathan
Linderman, Maya Marcassoli,
Hanna McCann, Jack Merkel, Louis
Messano, Charlotte Middleton,
Brendan Miller, Kourtney Most,
Tyler Mundorff, Ethan Murray,
Jack Nolan, Kelly O’Donnell, Haley
Oliver, John Paino, John Pearce,
Lauren Peeney, Ryan Pierson,
Eliana Rafal, Jaden Reynolds,
Noah Ricca, Joelle Russo,
Alexander Salameh, Ashley
Sekiya, Molli Semel, Billie Rose
Sherratt, Rebecca Sohmer,
Jonathan Soler, Hannah Solomon,
Ashley Steer, Leah Stevens,
Emma Szabo, Emersyn Teicher,
Veronica Thompson, Julia
Tiedemann, Jake Timchak, Daniel
Urbina, Anthony Virone, Ryan
Volpone, Dylan Weiner

Grade 6
Distinguished Honor Roll

Elizabeth Agnello, Shana
Amsellem, Shail Bardolia, Tho-
mas Bastable, Emma Blair,
Annalise Brencsons, Grace
Burke, Emerson Carton, Amala
Chandra, Samantha Cohn,
Madeline Coyle, Atharv Dwivedi,
Justin Ellazar, Antonio Ficazzola,
Caitlin Gannon, Sophie Gingold,
Maia Gonzalez, Caroline
Grandmaison, Anthony Guan,
Sabrina Hackett, Sophie Hughes,
Ava Khan, Olivia LaPorta,
Caroline Lemansky, Amanda
Leung, Xavier Levy, Edward Li,
Caroline Lowder, Caitlyn Mad-
den, Jack Masterson, Caden
Matulonis, Sophia Mekbeb, Eliza-
beth Messano, Kyle Miller, Elyona
Molina, Samantha Nadel, Tanvi
Pawar, Marin Pecarsky, Sophia
Poeschl, Annabella Pugliese,
Maria Sao Jose, Olivia

Scarpignato, Jonathan Schwartz,
Lilah Seiden, Aliece Sena,
Jordana Sheiowitz, Maya-Li
Sneor, Emily Sobolewski, Rob-
ert Sorkin, Claire Swensen, Tay-
lor Syvertsen, Dominique Tabug,
Antonios Theocharopoulos,
Jaralin Truselo, Lindsay Tse,
Alyssa Verducci, Arjun Vora, Kate
Wolff, Sarah Wong, Elaina Yick

Grade 6
Regular Honor Roll

Dylan Anger, Vedant Arora, Avery
Auyeung, Matthew Benedetto,
Francesca Benedicto, Evan
Benfatti, Anabelle Bernard,
Samantha Blaschak, John Boyle,
Jackson Briamonte, Nadia Buck,
Reese Carberry, Caitlin Carter,
Joshua Chaillet, Alexander
Checchio, Andrew Ciampa, Ben-
jamin Ciampa, Elise Clifton,
Alexandra Compierchio, Dylan
Condell, William Consoli, Audrey
Coyne, Christian DeGennaro,
Salvatore Diaco, Riley Dupuis,
Brooke Fefferman, Benjamin
Filler, William Folger, Kashvi
Furia, Brayden Gal, Tyler George,
Tessa Giordano, Eboni Goodmen,
Ryan Gorski, McKenna Jeans,
Gabrielle Johnson, Olivia
Kanterman, Sarah Kaplan, Jack
Kendall, Zayd Khurram, Noah
Kornfeld, Damien Lariviere, Eric
Levin, Samuel Lindell, Griffin
Mack, Giovanni Marrese, Connor
Matulonis, Isabella McCarthy,
Logan McDonald, Shannon
McGuinness, Margaret McNulty,
Jeremy Montgomery, Malissa
Morabito, Alexis Moser, Nam
Nguyen, Dominic Olivito, Prince
Ossy, Kevin Paredes, Kenneth
Paul, Devin Pedrero, Joseph Pope,
Ella Porcaro, Maclaine Priesing,
Aarin Quijada, David Ruiz,
Brienne Russo, Ava Salameh,
Rohan Sangal, Gabrielle Schiff,
Tyler Sklarin, Keira St John, Coo-
per Stahley, Drew Stines, Amber
Swensen, Ellie Szopinski, Levi
Tabak, Emma Teevan, Luca
Tortorella, Michael Violante,
Alanna Weisel, Alyssa Wimer,
Mary Clare Worthey


