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In Boys Hoops Season Finale

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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On Boys Hoops ‘Sr. Night’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

In our current wacky world, people
get their news as often from their cell
phone as from television and radio.
And, sadly, newspapers come in a
distant fourth. And we’re constantly
told that what we see and hear and
know is actually unreality, fake news;
what we know to be false we are told
is real.(Thankfully I’m old and won’t
have to deal with it much longer.)

So it’s never a bad thing to spend
some time on microfilm machines at
your local library. You can look back
to the time when newspapers really
mattered, and when really good news-
papers and really good writers did
some really good things.

The two things that I remember
most from the last 60 or so years were
both high school-oriented projects that
involved a lot of research by two of
the state’s premier sports sections of
their day.

One was The Newark Star-Ledger’s
Team of the Century series that started
on Sept. 26, 1999, and ran every Sun-
day until June 4, 2000. They picked
all-time all-star teams for 27 sports, a
Player of the Century, and all-decade
teams for each decade that the sport
existed in the 20th century.

The massive project of course had a
Westfield touch. Paul Robeson, the
Defensive Player of the Century, at-
tended Westfield schools from 1906-
10 before moving to Somerville; Chuck
Gantner Jr., the Boys Swimmer of the
Century, trained at the Westfield “Y”.
Michele Mollard, Dave Perkowski,
Rob Schmalz, Kim Schmidt, Cliff
Sheehan, and Westfield native
Tamecka Dixon were all named to
their respective Team of the Century.
And many WHS athletes were named
to assorted teams of the decade.

BY SPORT:
Football: Paul Robeson, Defensive

Player of the Century. Others named to
the all-decade teams were: Lee War-
ing (1930s), Peter Braun (1950s), Glen
Kehler, Butch Woolfolk, Jim Zitch and
coach Gary Kehler (1970s).

Field hockey: Jen Schwarzenbek
(1990s).

Girls tennis: Kim Schmidt, Team of
the Century; Avis Fromer (1970s),
Kathy Federici (1980s).

Boys cross-country: Cliff Sheehan,
Team of the Century; Edgar Hoos
(1940s), Rob Bonnetti, Tom
Zimmerman (Holy Trinity, Westfield
native) (1950s), Matt Elmuccio (1990s).

Boys soccer: Chris Wojcik (1990s).
Girls soccer: Michele Mollard, Team

of the Century; Sally Parizeau (1980s).
Wrestling: Dave Morash (1960s).
Boys bowling: Evan Baum and Brett

Rosenblatt (1990s).
Boys swimming: Chuck Gantner Jr.,

Swimmer of the Century (Piscataway,
Westfield YMCA); Dave Perkowski,
Team of the Century; Bob Clotworthy
(1940s), Roger Anderson, Dick Schmal
(1950s), Gordon Clark, John Ketcham,
Doug McOwen, Steve Schmitt, Don
Mutz and coach Joe Della Badia
(1960s).

Girls swimming: Lora Masters and
Dana Zonnevylle (1970s), coach
Merilyn Diamond (1980s).

Girls basketball: Tamecka Dixon
(Linden, Westfield native) (Team of
the Century).

Boys tennis: David Robinson
(1970s).

Boys golf: Bill Jeremiah (1980s),
Rich Jeremiah (1990s).

Boys track: Bob McCoy (1930s),
Butch Woolfolk (1970s), MattElmuccio
(1990s).

Boys lacrosse: Rob Schmalz (Team
of the Century); Dan Gilday, Gregg
Schmalz (1980s), Chris Wojcik (1990s).

Softball: Jackie Booth and Chris
Diemer (1980s).

Baseball: Jeff Torborg (1950s).
A little more than 20 years before

that, in July 1988, the Asbury Park
Press took on an equally laborious
project: “WINNERS: A championship
town.” The Press took 11 sports and
picked 11 different towns/schools that
were most representative of each sport,
and then sent a reporter and photogra-
pher there.

Starting on Sunday, July 17, with
Asbury Park track and field and run-
ning through Thursday, July 28, with
Camden boys basketball, the Press’s
writers tracked down athletes, coaches
and fans from years, sometimes de-
cades ago, visited local bars and bar-
ber shops and delis and got some
amazing stories.

BY SPORT:
Track: Asbury Park
Swimming: Westfield
Tennis: Cherry Hill East
Soccer: Kearny
Cross country: Bernards
Wrestling: Phillipsburg
Football: Brick
Field hockey: Shore
Baseball: Memorial (West New

York)
Girls basketball: Hoffman (South

Amboy)
Boys basketball: Camden

WILD WEEKEND
Track: There was no school record

at the Meet of Champions Saturday in
Toms River, but there was something
even better – a historic first-place fin-
ish in the 4x400 relay. Seniors Ajay
Olson, Matt McIntyre, Steve Zucker
and Jake Saltzer (49.4) edged Eliza-
beth by .13 of a second, 3:24.29 to
3:24.42, and Christian Brothers
(3:24.48) by .19. The Devils now have
11 indoor MOC champions; the first
10 were all individual.(Note: The
Grand Championships were first held
in 1969. The name was changed to
All-Groups in 1981 and then to Meet
of Champions in 1996.)

Earlier last week, on Feb. 19, the
4x200 team of McIntyre (23.1), Olson
(22.4), Zucker (22.9) and Saltzer (22.2)
set an indoor school record 1:30.52,
winning the Eastern States champion-
ship at New York’s 168th Street Ar-
mory.

That was the quartet’s second school
record relay in four days, having won
the state Group 4 mile relay title on
Feb. 16, again edging Elizabeth. Their
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Paul Robeson lived in Westfield from
1906-10. He was named New Jersey’s
Defensive Player of the Century by a
newspaper.

last indoor mile relay state title was 85
years ago, in 1934!

Wrestling: Juniors Luke Hoerle and
CJ Composto captured Region 4 titles,
senior Tim Miller was second and
junior Quinn Gimblette was fourth on
Saturday at Union. All four earned
trips to Atlantic City for this weekend’s
state championships.

Hoerle (120 pounds) won three re-
gional matches to give him 100 for his
career. Composto (126) avenged his
only loss of the season with a 3-2
victory in the 126 final. He had notched
his 100th career win on Friday night,
so he’ll take 102 career Ws to A.C.

WHS has had 45 regional champi-
ons. Composto joins Cory Posey as a
three-time winner, while Hoerle be-
came the sixth two-time champ, along
with Dave Morash, Bill Kenny, Mark
Dennis, Dave Brown and Onur
Tezucar.

Girls basketball: WHS fell to
Patrick School, 45-35, in the Union
County Tournament final. But the Blue
Devils came back from an early 12-0
deficit to make it a 30-27 game going
into the final quarter. It was the third
time in coach Liz McKeon’s five years
that her team lost to the Celtics in the
UCT final, and the fourth time they
were eliminated by them.

Ali Lisanti has quietly moved into
the No. 2 spot for single-season 3-
point baskets. The junior bomber has
49 treys this winter, breaking a tie with
Erin Miller (2007) and Molly Ryan
(2018), and trailing only Hall of Famer
Krissy Jeremiah, who made 66 in 1988,
the first year of 3-pointers.

KNAPP: 1,000 PLUS
Senior Jackie Knapp, who scored

1,370 points at WHS, surpassed 1,000

career points at Tufts University on
Sunday, with 25 during the Jumbo’s
75-69 win over previously unbeaten
Bowdoin in the NESCAC tournament
final. Knapp, who nailed four free
throws in the final half-minute, now
has 1,005 points.

Freshman Molly Ryan, who scored
902 points at WHS, had nine points
Sunday and has 191 this winter.

Tufts (25-2) avenged its two regu-
lar-season losses this weekend, beat-
ing Bowdoin and two-time defending
national champion Amherst, 47-46,
and advanced to the Division 3 tour-
nament.

IN PASSING
Shawn McMiller (‘77) passed on

Feb. 4 at age 59. The outstanding
sprinter was on the 1977 track team
that won WHS’s first state Group 4
championship. Earlier that spring at
Penn Relays, he ran the leadoff leg –
followed by Butch Woolfolk, Glenn
Miller and Frank Kelly – on a 4x110
team that won WHS’s first medal at
Penn Relays in over 35 years. Their
time was a school record 42.0; the
next year WHS won the Champion-
ship of America 4x110 in 42.1.

Don Newcombe, who won Rookie of
the Year, Cy Young and Most Valuable
Player awards with the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers during a 10-year major league pitch-
ing career, passed on Feb. 19 at age 92.
Newcombe, a 16-year-old from Eliza-
beth, played for the Westfield Colored
Bombers in the summer of 1942.

Peter Tork, the bass guitarist for the
Monkees, passed on Feb. 21 at age 77.

ON THIS DATE
1959: Ray Bailey and Bob Haines

controlled the backboards as the WHS
basketball team defeated Cranford, 54-
46, at the Elizabeth Armory to win its
first Union County Tournament title.
The victory came three weeks after the
Cougars beat the Blue Devils, 74-49.

AROUND THIS DATE
Feb. 26, 1965: WHS divers Steve

McCoy, Terry Gass, Mike Ward and
Jeff Schaub finished 1-2-3-4 at the
Eastern Interscholastic Swimming
Championships.

Feb. 26, 2008: Senior Adam Bergo
soared 7 feet to set a school high jump
record in the Eastern States Champi-
onships at New York’s 168th Street
Armory.

Feb. 27, 1965: Bob Felter and Steve
Wright had 17 points each but it was
Jerry Richards’ monster game – 12
points, 9 rebounds, 5 steals while de-
fending against star Wayne Huckel –
that sparked sixth-seeded WHS to a
61-52 victory over top-seeded
Cranford in the Union County Tour-
nament final.

March 1, 1947: Sophomore Bob
Clotworthy won the first of his three
state diving titles, becoming WHS’s
first aquatic state champion.

Newspapers Were Once
A Must-Read for Sports
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Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Harry's Painting &

Handy Man Services
Specializing in all types of

residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs

gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 201-951-1810

for a free estimate

fense and that’s what kept us going.
Once we did well on defense, our
offense started doing really well too,”
answered Lisanti, who added, “We
always spread the floor and that’s
when we find each other.”

The third quarter began with the
Lions drawing the Blue Devils into
foul trouble but it ended with the
Lions plunging deeply into foul
trouble, especially with Taniya Hanner
needing to take a seat. The result was
each team scoring 20 points, with the
Blue Devils carrying a 49-32 lead
into the fourth quarter. Lisanti hit two
more threes and a 2-pointer. Dwyer
hit a 3-pointer and Kreusser sank a
pair of free throws. Klag put in seven
points and began to redeem herself at
the line, hitting two of three.

“I had a little trouble. I kind of let
the heat of the game get to me. I just
had to realize that I had to keep doing
what I was doing all season long be-
cause I was shooting well from the
line. I just had to get it out of my
head,” Klag confessed.

The fourth quarter turned out to be
a “free throw mania” with the Blue
Devils sinking nine of 16 attempts
and the Lions hitting six of nine. Dwyer
sank four of six from the line and
Stravach hit both of hers to finish 4-
for-4 on the evening.

“Our assistant coach Marcy talked
to us all week about envisioning beat-
ing them, envisioning making the free
throws. And every time I got to the
line, I thought about making them.
Also I copied Grace. I’m sticking to a
routine now and I am just trying to
make them every time,” Stravach said.

Lisanti also proved she was effec-
tive from the line also, going 2-for-2.

“We always practice free throws
every day. We just got to relax and we
always tell each other to relax when
we are shooting our free throws,”
Lisanti said.

The semifinal victory became the
first time that the Blue Devils had
beaten Roselle Catholic three times
in one season.

“I don’t think we’ve ever had. The

mentality coming in today was that
we needed to play like this was our
first time seeing them. They were
going to have a chip on their shoulder
from losing that buzzer beater. It was
super close and you know that they
had to think they should have won
that game, so we had to prove to them
that we were the better team,” Stravach
said.

“That’s just amazing! We knew
coming into the game that it was go-
ing to be tough. They wanted to beat
us so bad. We played our game, we
relaxed, we took them down, we got
their big player out of the game. Our
main focus was Hanner and that’s
how we beat them,” Lisanti explained.

“It feels great being a part of this
team. I have been coming to the games
in the past years and watched them
play Roselle Catholic. It feels good to

be a part of a team to beat them,” Klag
added.

Next on the list would be The Patrick
School for the championship at Kean
University.

“We have to know the personnel.
They do have shooters. They have
inside players too, so we just have to
recognize the personnel in the game
during the play and readjust,” Klag
said.

“I’ve never beaten The Patrick
School. I feel like it’s personal. Sopho-
more year I remember winning the
semifinals going into The Patrick
School game and we didn’t have a
shot all game. It was terrible. I want to
go back and I want to beat them at
Kean. I want to win a county final,”
Stravach expressed.
Roselle Catholic   6   6 20 14 46
Westfield   7 22 20 11 60

and told me to be aggressive on de-
fense, especially at halftime in the
locker room, I was playing lackadai-
sical on defense in the first half. So he
told me to jump the passing lanes a
little bit more, create steals. Then
after that, it would lead to more points
and more energy. Luckily we were
able to do that,” Crowley said.

With the intensity of the rivalry
heating up, a lot of time was spent at
the line in the fourth quarter. Nine of
the Cougars’ 13 points came from the
line, while the Blue Devils, who were
4-for-8 from the line continued to find
the mark from additional areas on the
court. Ferrero pumped in another
seven points.

“Prior to yesterday, I didn’t know it
was a rivalry. Coach McKeon really
stressed that to us after practice. I
think that got us ready for today more
than anything. We were ready to come
and play. We really wanted to beat

Cranford and get our tenth win of the
season, which is important to us. I
think we came out and did that very,
very well,” Ferrero said.

“It was a big win for us, especially
before the state tournament. It gives
us a lot of confidence going into it,
especially the way we played in the
second half. We played well together.
We moved the ball well together. That
gives us an extra boost and a lot of
confidence going into the state tour-
nament,” Crowley expressed.

The 13th-seeded Blue Devils were
to face the fourth-seeded Watchung
Hills Warriors in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament on February 25 and the 13th-
seeded Cougars traveled to face the
fourth-seeded Colonia Patriots on
February 26 in the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Tournament.
Westfield 12 18 21 17 68
Cranford 15 11 10 13 49

a 32-27 lead to a 41-27 advantage
with just under four minutes remain-
ing in the quarter. Williams scored in
multiple ways during the critical
stretch. He hit on a baseline three-
point basket at the 4:41 mark then
followed that with a three-point play
after getting fouled on a successful
jump shot. Then Williams buried an-
other 3-pointer from the corner to
give the Raiders a nice 14-point cush-
ion. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood lead
grew to as many as 15 points after a
Justin Guy dunk made it 43-28 with
2:17 left in the third period.

But Johnson did not come into the
Scotch Plains gym to take a nap. The
Crusaders made a spirited run at the
home team and got to do their own bit
of celebrating when senior guard Bran-
don Hund scored the 1,000th point of
his career late in the contest. Trailing
48-36 early in the final period, Johnson
went on a 13-2 run that cut the Raider
lead to 49-46 with three and a half
minutes still to play in the game.

Porter came up with a big 3-pointer
from the top to stop the bleeding and
give the Raiders a 52-46 lead with
3:12 left on the clock.

“We were just running our screens
down and we worked the ball around
and the defense got a little lazy and I
was able to get an open look. It put us
up by six, which at that point in the
game was a pretty important spread,”
said Porter, a point guard who scored
17 points.

Fittingly, the seniors would play
large role in deciding the game in the
final moments.

“It was really nice to be able to
come out and play alongside all of the
seniors together in this final game,”
said Merkel, whose 3-point basket
with just under two minutes to play
gave the Raiders a 55-47 lead. “You

don’t get a lot of opportunities to do
that during the course of the season,
so it was a fun experience to be able to
do that and play well together.”

After a three-point basket by
Johnson cut it to 55-50, Williams
sank a pair of free throws to make it
57-50 with 1:14 remaining. Moments
later Porter converted a pair of free
throw attempts to make it 59-52 with
:47 remaining.

Johnson had one last push left in
them and it came when Hund sank a
three-point bomb from the top that
pulled the Crusaders to within four at
59-55 with :30 on the clock. The
basket put Hund over the 1,000 point
mark and the game was stopped briefly
to honor his milestone achievement.
When it resumed, Williams kept the
game safely in the win column for the
Raiders when he sank a pair of free
throws for the final margin of victory.

“It was a total team effort,” said
Coach Siracusa. “We played our hearts
out and played for one another. We
battled through adversity and came
out of it with a win. It is really nice to
be able to send the seniors out on a
high note.”

The victory gave the Raiders a final
season record of 6-15, their first los-
ing mark in three years.

“We just wanted to end the season
on the right note and come out and get
a win on our home floor,” said senior
guard Jon Ramos. “It is special to be
able to finish out your career on your
home floor with a win.”

Fellow senior Danny Wright agreed.
“I was happy,” said Wright. “I was

able to score a couple of times and
play good defense. That is what I’ve
been working towards and it was a
really fun experience.”
AL Johnson 10 15 11 19 55
Sc Pl-Fanwood 13 17 16 15 61

Blue Devil Boys Win 4x4 at MOC;
All–UC Indoor Track Selections:
Westfield High School Blue Devils

Ajay Olson, Steve Zucker, Matt
McIntyre and Jake Saltzer finished
first in the 4x400 meters with a time
of 3:24.29 at the Meet of Champions
at the Bennett Center in Toms River
on February 23-24. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders Myles Singletary,
Justin Williams, Kyle Estivene and
Jacob Leigh finished seventh in the
event at 3:28.31.

Leigh finished fourth in the 200 at

22.69 and Saltzer finished fifth in the
400 at 50.45. Leigh also finished sixth
in the 55 meter dash at 6.53 and
Estivene finished ninth in the prelimi-
nary round of the 55 hurdles at 7.78.
Raider Ben Fleischer finished 17th in
the 3,200 at 9:34.66.

For the girls, Blue Devil Katie
Hamilton crossed third in the 800
with a time of 2:16,29 behind Union
Catholic Viking Leena Morant at
2:13.08, while Blue Devil Isabel
Boufarah finished 13th at 2:19.56.
Blue Devil Erica Lawrence placed
fourth in the shot put with a shove of
39-10.5. Viking Jerika Lufrano won
the 1,600 in 4:59.26. The Vikings also
finished first in the 4x400 at 3:53.84
and second in the 4x800 at 9:30.45.
Vikings Sydney Tucker at 7.16 and
Chidumga Nkolume at 7.23 finished
3-4 in the 55 dash. AL Johnson’s Carly
Tarentino placed sixth in the high jump
with a clearance of 5-4.

ALL UNION COUNTY:
For the boys, Blue Devils Ajay

Olson, Steve Zucker, Matt McIntyre
and Jake Saltzer were selected All-
UC First Team in the 4x400. Raider
Jacob Leigh was selected All-UC First
Team in the 55 dash. Kyle Estivene
was  All-UC Second Team in the 55
hurdles. Raiders Brandon Garcia and
Ben Fleischman were selected All-
UC First Team in the 1,600 and 3,200,
respectively.

For the girls, Blue Devil Erica
Lawrence was selected All-UC First
Team in the shot put. Katie Hamilton
in the 800, Lauren Triarsi in the 55
hurdles, Caroline Collins in the 1,600,
Sarah Hacker in the 3,200 and Leah
Norton in the pole vault were selected
All-UC Third Team.

Pat School Tops Blue Devils for UCT Title, 45-35
The top-seeded Patrick School girls basketball team defeated the second-

seeded Westfield Blue Devils, 45-35, for the Union County Tournament title
at Kean University in Union on February 23. Lashae Dwyer led the Celtics with
17 points, while Quanaijah McDowell netted 12 points and Asonah Alexander
scored six points.

Faith Dobosiewicz led the Blue Devils with 13 points, including a 3-pointer
and six free throws, and added 10 rebounds, two assists, two steals and two
blocks. Ali Lisanti hit a pair of 3-pointers and had two assists. Caroline Dwyer
had seven points, including a 3-pointer, with two steals and an assist. Charlotte
Dursee had four points, two assists and three steals. Sam Stravach had four
points, four rebounds, two assists, a block and a steal. Grace Klag had four
rebounds, two assists and a free throw.

Blue Devil Bowlers
Blank Dayton Bulldogs

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team increased it record to 17-1
with a 7-0 shutout of the Jonathan
Dayton Bulldogs on February 21.
The Blue Devils had a 2,761 pin
count to the Bulldogs’ 1,690.

Dylan Kurstedt rolled the high
series of 605 with games of 147, 236
and 222. Dante Morales rolled only
one game and came up with the high
game of 248. Will Shepard rolled
games of 211, 143 and 145 for a 499
total. David Orenberg rolled games
of 145, 158 and 159 for a 462 total
and Austin Peterson rolled games of
179 and 210. Trey Rabinowitz rolled
a 210, Jon Grossman rolled a 180
and Tyler Devitt rolled a 168.


