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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

LOOKING FOR A SUMMER VACATION RENTAL OR NEW HOME 
 

 
Long Beach Island sales and rentals 

Meg Freer/Sales Agent 
908-358-5307 / meg@agerrealty.com 

DeVIZIO HITS WINNER, NETS 10 PTS, LYGHT NETS 7 PTS

Raiders’ Buzzer Beater Silences
Tigers in Hoops Finale, 33-32

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guard Stefanie DeVizio fol-
lowed her own missed shot and scored
the game-winning basket on a put back
with :01 remaining as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basketball
team rallied for a thrilling 33-32 vic-
tory over South Plainfield on February
19 in Scotch Plains. The Raiders trailed
by as many as 14 points midway
through the third quarter and would
not regain the lead from the Tigers
until Devizio’s bucket just before the
buzzer. The victory came as the Raid-
ers celebrated “Senior Day” and im-
proved the season record to 6-16.

“It was really fun for me because
this was my last game on this court, so
I will be able to remember this when
I’m older,” said DeVizio, who scored
10 points to lead her team.

After a slow first half which saw the
two teams enter the locker room tied
10-10, the Tigers took charge in the
third quarter. The Tigers outscored
the Raiders, 15-1, over the first four
minutes to grab a healthy, 25-11 lead.
South Plainfield (10-14) was forcing
turnovers and scoring easy baskets in
transition during the stretch.

“They brought the energy that we
were looking to have at the start of the
third quarter,” said Raider Head Coach
Ryan McKenna. “Both teams were in
a malaise in the first quarter if not the
entire first half. It was just slow. They
came out and pressed a little bit, they
hit some shots. They followed that up
with a quick steal and a lay-up and
they ended up scoring five points
really quickly, so we had to come
back and match that energy if we were
going to get back into the game.”

McKenna knew he needed to get
his team back into the game mentally
and physically, so he decided to up
the pressure on defense.

“We went to a run-and-jump press
and we mixed that with our regular zone
press to keep them off balance,” said
McKenna. “We were able to get a bunch
of steals which created more opportuni-
ties for us. We missed a ton of lay-ups
and close range shots early on.”

The Raider defensive slowly got

them back into the game. It disrupted
the South Plainfield offense which now
struggled to get the ball up the court.

“They came out with a lot of inten-
sity at the beginning of the second
half where we didn’t match it,” said
Raider junior Corinne Lyght who tal-
lied seven points. “We were able to
come back and find our rhythm by the
fourth quarter and that helped us fin-
ish the game strong.”

It also served to minimize the im-
pact of Mackenzie O’Brien (14
points), who had been torching the
Raiders with inside baskets early in
the third quarter.

“She is a junior and a thousand-
point scorer, so she can really fill it
up,” said McKenna. “We knew we
would have to key in and focus on her
to slow her down but sometimes there
is nothing you can do to stop a scorer
from scoring.”

By the end of the third quarter, the
Raiders had cut the deficit in half at
27-20. They continued to grind away
pulling to within three at 29-26 after
Lyght found DeVizio with a pass as
the senior cut through the lane for a
lay-up. The Raiders pulled to within a
point at 32-31 after senior Hannah
Lyman scored on a steal and a lay-up
with 1:24 to play.

“It was great to be able to contrib-
ute to a win in our final game on this
floor,” said Lyman who scored five
points and grabbed five rebounds.

But this one was still very much up
for grabs. South Plainfield had a
chance to extend the lead with :26
remaining but O’Brien could not con-
vert free throws and the Raiders con-
trolled the rebound. As the Raiders
crossed half court with the ball and a
chance to take the lead, McKenna
called for a timeout with :16 left on
the clock to set up a play.

“We had Corinne and Stef on a
pick-and-roll and we had Abby on the

opposite block, so we were hoping to
get it to Corinne,” said McKenna of
the final play. “They slipped the screen
but we got it to Corinne anyway.
Abby’s defender came over to help so
we got it to her. We didn’t get a shot
but as the ball came around, we got it
back to Stef. Because we had good
ball movement we were able to score.
She scored off of her own rebound.”

DeVizio missed on a short jumper
as the clock ticked down under :05
but the ball came back to her and she
gathered herself and scored from in
close just before the buzzer sounded
for the 33-32 victory.

“Stef scored our first basket and
our last basket in her final home
game,” said McKenna. “I don’t know
if she’ll admit to it but she didn’t
know she hit the winning shot when
she did. She must have thought that it
was tied because when the horn
sounded our bench was excited but
she didn’t realize what had happened
until she looked up at the scoreboard
and saw that we had won.”

DeVizio confirmed that specula-
tion. “I thought we were tied so I was
really confused when everyone on the
sideline came running out at me,” she
said. “It was supposed to be a pick-
and-roll with Corinne, and Corinne
was supposed to get it and make a lay-
up but they were playing good de-
fense on Corinne, so we kind of just
did whatever and it ended up working
in our favor.”

The timely put back served as re-
demption for DeVizio, who had missed
two earlier shots in the final minute
that would have put her team ahead.

“I try not to think about missed
shots,” said DeVizio. “You have to
forget about it right after it happens
because you never know when your
next opportunity will come.”
So. Plainfield   7   3 17   5 32
Sc Pl-Fanwood   4   6 10 13 33

WILLIAMS PUMPS IN 20 PTS., PORTER SCORES 17 PTS.

Raiders Halt Crusaders, 61-55
In Boys Hoops Season Finale

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Jayson Williams
scored a game high 20 points to lead
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team to a 61-
55 victory over Johnson (7-15) on
February 21 in Scotch Plains. The
game was played on “Senior Night”
and the Raiders were able to send off
five departing players with a season
and career ending victory. Head Coach
Steve Siracusa played his seniors,
Anthony Porter, Nick Merkel, Jon

Ramos, Miles Owens and Danny
Wright together to start the game and
the quintet did not disappoint.

“It is just so surreal,” said senior
forward Owens. “I’ve been playing
since I was a freshman and to come
out and end on a win is just great. I
didn’t score because I didn’t get any
real good looks. I was just focusing
on playing defense and rebounding
and trying to help the team that way.”

With the seniors playing together
in the first quarter, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood got off to a 13-10 lead be-

fore Siracusa began filtering his
younger players. The two teams
battled back and forth throughout the
second quarter before Raider junior
Dean Johnston buried a three-point
basket from the corner as the buzzer
sound to give the home team a 30-25
advantage heading into halftime.

In the third quarter, junior Jayson
Williams got hot and fueled the Raid-
ers to a commanding lead. Williams
scored nine straight points in little
over a minute, taking the Raiders from
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COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555  |  209 Central Avenue  |  facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

Frank D. Isoldi Kathy Shea Jayne Bernstein Sue Checchio

Westfield | $1,999,999  
One of a kind custom built Tudor style home
on .62 acre in Wychwood sect. Warm & ele-
gant, filled with sunlight to enjoy!
Search 3531618 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers January 2019

TOP AGENT
Elizabeth Bataille

TOP TEAM
Lisa Stafford Team

Westfield | $1,599,000  
Stunning, custom built 5 Bdrm CHC ideally
located. Built to perfection w/the highest
grade materials ~Spacious Delight! 
Search 3531639 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $849,999  
Beautiful & large 4 BR, 2 1/2 bath Colonial w/
a 3 story addition in an awesome, small town
neighborhood feel - location. 
Search 3532940 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $819,000  
Sitting Up Above The Street, This Move in
Ready 4BR, 2+ Bath Colonial Checks All Of
The Boxes! You WON’T be disappointed! 
Search 3531887 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $749,000  
Mid Century modern style 4BR/2+BA home
w/open concept, sleek stone fireplace in frml
LivRm. Spacious Beauty ~Don’t Miss! 
Search 3532319 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $745,000  
Beautiful 4BR/2+BA Colonial. Built-in
microwave, Formal Dining Room, ceiling
fans. Two-car garage, patio. 
Search 3530886 on CBHomes.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Blue Devil Icemen Eliminate
Manalapan in Group Tourney

It was not easy but the Westfield
High School boys varsity ice hockey
team advanced to the New Jersey
state high school Group B
quarterfinals with a 3-1 victory over
the Manalapan Braves. The game was
played at the historic Warinanco Skat-
ing Center in Roselle. As with all win-
or-go-home tournament play, the Blue
Devils subscribe to the old sports
adage, “just win, baby”.

Following on their dramatic
McInnis Cup victory, the Blue Dev-
ils, ranked No. 3 in the NJ group B
flight, seemed to have a bit of a cham-
pionship hangover. Westfield was a
bit off kilter early in the game to start
their state title pursuit. However, like
a great baseball pitcher working with-
out his best fastball, Westfield was
able to grit and grind its way to sur-
vive and advance.

An early highlight for the Blue
Devils was a beauty of a play to open
the scoring in the first period. Junior
Nick Forno worked a gorgeous cen-
tering pass from below the goal line to
sophomore Brendan Kotiga (aka
Brotiga) who was able to find the
back of the net.

The Blue Devils would continue to
control the play but could not solve
the defense and netminder for the 14
seeded boys from just off Route 9 in
south/central New Jersey. Predictably,
midway through the second period

the Braves cashed in on an odd-man
rush to score the equalizer. Suddenly
Westfield found themselves in a dog
fight against the Braves. After two
periods the score was tied at one.

A much-needed break between the
second and third period seemed to
energize the Blue Devils. Entering
the third and final stanza, Westfield
did what it has done all year and
started to wear down their opponent.
Led by the line of senior Anthony
Oliveri and alternate captain Alex Park
and sophomore Dan MacDonald, the
Blue Devils presented a relentless
forecheck that hemmed Manalapan
in their own zone.

The pressure led to opportunities
and Westfield was finally able to capi-
talize. Once again it was Kotiga in the
middle of the action. The salty sopho-
more was knocked to the ice by a
Manalapan check, but remained com-
posed. From his knees Kotiga deliv-
ered the puck to junior alternate cap-
tain Trevor Tanella in the high slot.
Tanella stepped up from his outpost

on the blue line and buried the biscuit
in the basket for a 2-1 lead.

Once they had the lead the Blue
Devils squeezed time off the clock
like a boa constrictor. Key minutes
were provided by the line of Forno
and seniors Timmy Rosa and Tommy
Duffy.

Later in the third Tanella sealed the
deal by going coast-to-coast and fin-
ishing with a nifty backhander past the
Manalapan goalie. Blue Devil senior
captain goalie CJ Duffy was solid in
net all night and earned the win.

Westfield’s record stands at 16-5-
3. The Princeton High School Tigers
will be the next opponent for the Blue
Devils as they continue their state
championship quest. Follow the WHS
boys ice hockey teams on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuck on FaceBook and
Instagram. See the website for up to
date team schedules at
www.westfieldhockey.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

WINERY SALESROOM

Take Notice that Tomasello Winery has
applied to the Director of the Division of
Alcoholic Beverage Control for a Winery
Salesroom to be situated at 109 Walnut
Avenue, Retail Unit #2, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to the Director of the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
PO Box 087, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-
0087.

Tomasello Winery
225 North White Horse Pike

Hammonton, New Jersey 08037
2 T - 2/28/19
& 3/7/19, The Leader Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Public Schools will hold a meet-
ing on March 4, 2019.  The board will open
the meeting at 7:00 pm and go immedi-
ately into executive session to discuss
personnel matters.

Debi LeBrun
SBA/BS

1 T - 2/28/19, The Leader Fee: $11.22

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER SENIORS AND CHEERLEADERS...From left to right in uniforms, Raider seniors Miles Owen, Nick Merkel,
Anthony Porter, Jonathan Ramos and Danny Wright pose with the cheerleaders and coaches on “Senior Night”.

Photo by Varsity Vantage

MAKING A PASS..Blue Devil Tom Duffy makes a pass during a recent game.

Cougars Speer, Goff Named Athletes of the Week
Olivia Speer, a senior on the varsity basketball team had 19 points, four
rebounds and three assists to help lead the Cranford Cougars to a 51-35 victory
over Montclair last week in their “Senior Night”. Hunter Goff, a senior guard
on the basketball team, is averaging 19 points and has helped the Cougars
qualify for the state tournament.


