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– Obituaries –
Dennis Anthony Pedicini, 79,
Active Community Member

Dennis A. Pedicini

Dennis Anthony Pedicini, 79,
passed away peacefully, with family
by his side, on Saturday, February
16, 2019. Born in Trenton, N.J., to
the late Anthony and Elizabeth
“Betty” Pedicini, he re-
sided in Scotch Plains
for almost 50 years, be-
fore moving to Lake
Lorelei in Fayetteville,
Ohio, and more recently
Coconut Creek, Fla.

Dennis graduated
from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School
in 1957 and attended
Seton Hall University.
For over 30 years, he
and his wife, Judy,
owned and operated
the Scotch Plains
children’s clothing
store “Stork Fair.” He
later worked at Tire Associates in
Green Brook and Chester, N.J. Den-
nis was very involved in his com-
munities, serving in numerous ways
for many years: Scotch Plains
Businessmen’s Association (Cor-
responding/Public Relations Sec-
retary 1965), 30-year member
Scotch Plains Lions Club (Presi-
dent 1971-72), Scotch Plains
Midget League Basketball Direc-
tor (1975), Scotch Plains Commu-
nity Fund In-Town Business Chair-
man (1977), Scotch Plains Inde-
pendent Men’s Softball League
(President 1979; League Director
1986-1990), Scotch Plains Police
Department Juvenile Diversion
Program (Sentencing Panel) ,
SPFHS DECA (Business Mentor),
YMCA (Board Member 1979-1980
and Organizing Member, Platform
Tennis Travel Club 1985), Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission
(Chairman 1983-1984), and as an
accredited high school and youth

soccer referee and men’s slow pitch
softball umpire. In Ohio, he volun-
teered for 15 years as a Marshall
for the Western & Southern Tennis
Open (13-year Captain) and was a

member of the Lake
Lorelei  Advisory
Board. In Florida, he
was an enthusiastic par-
ticipant in the Wymoor
Community Pickleball
Association and greatly
enjoyed playing golf
with his buddies.

He is survived by his
loving wife of 57 years,
Judith “Judy” (Miller);
his devoted children,
Diane Pedicini Duvall
and her husband, Marty,
and Jeff Pedicini and
his wife, Patricia, and
his four cherished

grandchildren, Cameron, Carly,
Megan and Nicole. He is also sur-
vived by his dear brother, Richard
Pedicini of Berkeley Heights, N.J.;
several brother and sister-in-laws;
numerous cousins, nieces and neph-
ews, and a treasure-trove of won-
derful friends, including a very spe-
cial waddle of Penguins.

A remembrance visitation will
be held on Saturday, March 2, 2019,
from 2 to 5 p.m., at Memorial Fu-
neral Home in Fanwood, N.J., with
a separate service to follow this
spring in Ohio.

The family would like to give a
special thanks to their Lake Lorelei
friends who provided Dennis much
support, companionship and con-
tinued good humor this winter and
would suggest any memorial dona-
tions for Dennis be directed to the
V Foundation for Cancer Research,
www.jimmyv.org, or Hospice of
Cincinnati in Blue Ash, Ohio.
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Seniors to Be Given Tips On
Getting Good Night’s Sleep
WESTFIELD — An informa-

tional program entitled “Still
Dreaming of a Good Night’s Sleep”
for senior citizens will take place
on Tuesday, March 5, at 11:30 a.m.
It will be held at The Senior Re-
source Center at The Lavy House,
located at 748 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

The program will be presented
by Jewish Family Service (JFS) of
Central New Jersey nurse Kathleen
McMahon, Ed.M. A light lunch will
be served during this event and
dietary laws will be observed.

Many older adults develop sleep
problems as they age. They may
begin to have a harder time falling
asleep, and start waking up more
often during the night and earlier
in the morning. There is lots of
time in bed tossing and turning,
resulting in daytime exhaustion. A
restful night may become a thing of
the past.

In this presentation, Ms.
McMahon will discuss strategies
that individuals can employ toward
achieving that longed-for good
night’s sleep.

Ms. McMahon is a seasoned reg-
istered nurse who has experience
working in both hospital and com-
munity health nurse settings. She
was instrumental in implementing
the JFS Care Transitions program
with Trinitas Regional Medical
Center and Holy Redeemer.

The Senior Resource Center at
The Lavy House is a joint venture
between Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey and Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield. Programs
are free of charge and open to the
entire community.

Registration is recommended if
planning to attend this program. In-
terested persons are asked to email
info@jfscentralnj.com or call (908)
352-8375.

Westfield Hall of Fame Committee Announces 2019 Inductees

HONORING SOME OF WESTFIELD’S BEST...Members of the 2019 Hall of
Fame Committee of the Westfield Historical Society ponder their selection
decisions during a recent committee meeting held at the Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joan L. Smith,
chairperson; Gail Stock, Barbara Hale, Sherry Cronin, Ginny Leiz, Don
Mokrauer, Ginny Rorden and Carol Tener.

By JOAN LOWELL SMITH

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Hall of Fame Committee has an-
nounced the 12 2019 Hall of Fame
honorees to be inducted during a
gala ceremony in September. Can-
didates were chosen by the 11-mem-
ber Hall of Fame Selection Com-
mittee, in conjunction with
Westfield Historical Society mem-
bers and the general public. Joan
Lowell Smith, chairperson of the
Hall of Fame Committee, said that
this is the largest number of new
entrants into the Hall of Fame since
the Westfield Hall of Fame incep-
tion in 2008. Of the 71 individuals
considered this year, those who did
not earn enough points for induc-
tion will still be eligible for the next
Hall of Fame Awards.

Candidates, representing a wide
spectrum of occupations, must be
current or previous residents of
Westfield who have made signifi-
cant impacts on the town, state and,
often, the nation, through their ac-
complishments. The committee re-
views all submitted contenders be-
fore all votes are tallied to arrive at
the 12 inductees, listed with brief
descriptions of their achievements
which will be expanded at the
awards ceremony. Details of the spe-
cial guest presenters, ticket prices,
location and program will be re-
leased in the months ahead.

Rabbi Charles Kroloff served
Temple Emanu-El for 59 years, 36
as senior rabbi, transforming it into
the largest Reform congregation in
New Jersey. In addition to leading
several major Jewish organizations,
he was president of the Westfield
Foundation and remains active in
Temple Emanu-El.

Bill Shepherd has served as chair-
man of Chemical Bank NJ and presi-
dent/CEO of Horizon Bancorp. He
was president of the Chamber of
Commerce and has served on boards
of the United Fund, Fairview Cem-
etery and Westfield Foundation.

Gail Cassidy, author of numerous
motivational books, taught high

school English, was an instructor/
manager for IBM, and an instructor
for Dale Carnegie before serving as
president of seven Westfield orga-
nizations, including the Board of
Education, the Westfield Founda-
tion and Rotary. She was creator
and instructor of mentoring and anti-
bullying programs locally and in
inner-city schools. She co-writes a
monthly electronic newsletter, Re-
tired-Next Phase.com.

Betty List (1926-2017) served
three terms as a councilwoman. At
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, she was a deacon, trustee,
usher, Sunday school teacher and
on the worship committee. She
chaired Westfield’s Public Safety
Council and served on boards of the
town Republican Committee,
Women’s Republican Club, Union
County Republican Committee and
League of Women Voters.

Robert Brewster (1929-2010), a
star athlete named UNICO Man of
the Year, was recognized twice as a
“model citizen” by the New Jersey
Senate and Assembly. He founded
and managed the Westfield Basket-
ball Clinic and served on the Town
Recreation board for 10 years.

Saul Drittel, owner of Milady’s
store for 40 years, has been in com-
mercial real estate with Coldwell
Banker for many years. He was Vol-
unteer Promotions chairman of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.
He has devoted 30 years to the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce as a board member, re-
tail chair and president.

The Farley Family:
Katherine Farley is board chair-

woman of Lincoln Center for the
Performing Arts. She was named
the “12th Most Powerful Woman in
New York” by Crain’s New York
Business. She also has served on
the board of the New York Philhar-
monic. Currently she is senior man-
aging director of Tishman Speyer.

Dr. Thomas Farley, a pediatri-
cian, was Health Commissioner of
New York City. Prior to that post, he

served with the Centers for Disease
Control’s Epidemic Intelligence
Service. His articles on Legion-
naires’ disease, prevention of HIV/
STDs, infant mortality and obesity
have been published widely.

Three additional Farleys will
share the award.

Charles H. Darsh (1869-1939)
was an architect who designed the
Westfield Firehouse and
Mindowaskin Park. He gained in-
ternational prominence for design-
ing the Montreal railway station,
the Frontenac hotel and elaborate
private homes.

Paul Robeson (1898-1976), an
athlete, singer, lawyer, actor and
activist, lived his formative years in
Westfield, attending McKinley
School. His father was pastor of St.
Luke A.M.E. Zion Church before
the family moved to Somerville,
where Paul graduated from high
school. He earned a full scholarship
to Rutgers, where he became an All
American in both football and track,
graduating as valedictorian. This
year Rutgers celebrates the 100th
anniversary of his graduation.

George and Joan (Jody) Melloan:
Joan (Jody) Melloan (1926-2017)

wrote for the magazines Horizon,
Americana and American Way and
newspapers including the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, Miami Herald and
The New York Times. She also taught
management training at Kean Uni-
versity. She was a master gardener as
well.

George Melloan, editor and col-
umnist for The Wall Street Journal
for 54 years, served as deputy editor,
covered international events and was
editor of the editorial page, where his
weekly column, “Global View,” ap-
peared. He continues to write op-ed
pieces for the Journal. He and his
wife co-authored “The Carter
Economy.” Mr. Melloan also authored
“The Great Money Binge,” “Advan-
tage of Supply Side Economics” and
last year, “Free People, Free Mar-
kets.” Mr. Melloan has earned nu-
merous writing awards.

Lawrence G. Foster (1925-2013)
was a reporter for the Newark News,
then bureau chief and night editor
before heading public relations for
Johnson & Johnson, retiring 33 years
later as corporate Vice President of
Public Relations. His expert han-
dling of the infamous Tylenol trag-
edy in 1982 set the “gold standard”
in crisis management. Mr. Foster was
named one of the “Ten Most Influen-
tial Public Relations Executives of
the 20th Century” by PR Week.

Betty Pate (1926-1983) was di-
rector of the Union County Cultural
and Heritage Advisory Board. She
chaired Westfield’s Bicentennial
Committee and was active in the
Miller-Cory House Museum resto-
ration. She won the New Jersey His-
torical Commission’s 1981 award
for distinguished service to state
history. She also was known for
sharing “ghost” tales of alleged
haunted houses in the area.

Inductees receive a framed cer-
tificate and are permanently hon-

ored at the Reeve History and Cul-
tural Resource Center with an en-
graved Westfield Hall of Fame
plaque listing major achievements
and a photo image.

The 2019 Westfield Hall of Fame
Selection Committee includes
Sherry Cronin, Donald Mokrauer,
Virginia Rorden, Gail Stock, Bar-
bara Hale, Ginny Leiz, Lowell
Schantz, Carol Tener, Glen Dumont,
Nancy Humphrey and Joan Lowell
Smith (chairperson).

The Westfield Historical Society
established the Westfield Hall of
Fame in 2008. Since 1968, the
501(c)(3) non-profit Westfield His-
torical Society has worked to pre-
serve, interpret and encourage inter-
est in history, Westfield and its resi-
dents through educational efforts and
community outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Hall of Fame, the Westfield
Historical Society and its events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and the
organization on Facebook.

Health Screenings Open
To Cranford Residents

CRANFORD — Adult health
screenings for residents served by
the Madison Health Department will
be held in March. Those 18 years of
age and older are invited to “know
their numbers” for cholesterol, trig-
lycerides, glucose and several other
values measured in the Complete
Metabolic Profile (CMP) offered to
residents of Madison, Chatham
Township, Springfield and Cranford.
This blood analysis is a fasting test
and appointments are required. Indi-
vidual blood pressure and additional
health information will be available
at the screening. There is no fee for

this community service.
For additional information or to

make an appointment, call the Madi-
son Health Department at (973) 593-
3079, extension no. 1. Participants
should have their provider’s name
and contact information when call-
ing for an appointment.

Screenings will take place as fol-
lows:

Thursday, March 7, 8 to 10 a.m., at
the Chisholm Community Center, 100
South Springfield Avenue, Springfield.

Thursday, March 14, 8 to 10 a.m.,
Madison Civic Center, 28 Walnut
Street, Madison.

College Club to Offer
Music of Philippines
FANWOOD — The College Club

of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will wel-
come University of the Philippines
Alumni and Friends Rondalla
(UPAFR) for a musical performance
at its Monday, March 18 meeting.

UPAFR is a nonprofit traditional
string ensemble based in New Jer-
sey. Since 1992, the UPAFR has
been promoting Filipino culture
through music using native instru-
ments such as the bandurria, laud
and octavina. The group performs
educational concerts that integrate
Philippine history, customs and tra-
ditions in key cities in the United
States and abroad.

The UPAFR performs regularly
at cultural heritage festivals, the-
aters and schools, as well as com-
munity, government and social
events. Free weekly lessons are of-
fered by the group for all age groups
interested in learning to play a
rondalla instrument. For more in-
formation, visit upafrondalla.org.

This program is open to the public,
is free of charge and will be held at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, located
at 74 South Martine Avenue. Visitors
are asked to use the McDermott Place
entrance. The program will begin at
7:30 p.m. after a brief refreshment
period that begins at 7:15 p.m.

Nelson C. Wolf, 80, Longtime Attorney;
Active With Jewish Family Service

Nelson Charles Wolf, 80, died on
Saturday morning, February 23, 2019,
at Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Clark, of congestive heart
failure. He was cogni-
zant to the end, fre-
quently face-timing on
his iPhone with children
and grandchildren. A
long-time resident of
Westfield, where they
raised their three chil-
dren, he and his wife,
Carole, moved to Scotch
Plains in 2017.

He was born Septem-
ber 4, 1938 in Elizabeth,
N.J., to the late Harry
and Molly (Holzberg)
Wolf. He graduated
from Thomas Jefferson
High School in Eliza-
beth and earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in History from
Ohio State University in 1960. After
receiving his J.D. degree from
Rutgers University School of Law,
he practiced law for over 50 years, at
first with his father in Elizabeth, and
then as a sole practitioner in
Kenilworth. Although semi-retired,
he still kept busy with a handful of
clients.

Nelson was a board member and
past-president of the Jewish Fam-
ily Service of Central New Jersey.
An avid sports enthusiast, he rooted
for the New York Yankees, the New
York Giants and the New Jersey

Devils. He also was something of a
food connoisseur, eagerly await-
ing the start of the “Mallomars”
season each year. Never afraid to

embrace new technol-
ogy, Nelson was adept
at surfing the Internet,
and welcoming new
apps on his smart phone.
His sense of humor and
unique perspective on
life will be missed by
all who knew him.

Nelson met his wife,
Carole Barefoot, at Ohio
State University, and re-
cently celebrated 56
years of marriage. Sur-
vivors, besides his wife,
include sons Mark and
Gregory (Beverly) and
daughter Lisa (Brian)
Stern; five grandchil-

dren, Andrew, William, Jessica,
Samantha and Parker; a brother,
David Wolf of California; three
nieces and a nephew.

Services were held at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield on Tuesday, February 26,
2019. Burial was private. Memorial
donations may be made to Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jer-
sey, https://www.jfscentralnj.org/. The
family observed Shiva on Tuesday,
February 26, 2019, at the home of
Brian and Lisa Stern, 680 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield.
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Thomas E. Forgash, Business Owner;
Devoted Husband and Father

On Wednesday, February 20, 2019,
Thomas E. Forgash, loving and de-
voted husband and father of two,
passed away at the age of 81.

Tom was born on November 12,
1937 in New York City to Samuel and
Rebecca (Liebowitz) Forgash. He
received his Bachelor of Arts in 1961
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Troy, N.Y., his MBA in 1970
from Rutgers University in Newark,
N.J., and was a small business owner.
On June 24, 1962, he married Bonnie
Carole Zients. They raised two sons,
Adam and Benjamin.

Tom spent his lifetime learning.
He was a classically trained clarinet-
ist who taught himself many other
musical instruments. He also had a
passion for languages including Yid-
dish, Hebrew, French and Italian.
Among his many hobbies were math-
ematics, photography, gardening,
tennis, golf, sailing, magic, wine,
dance, travel and history.

He volunteered at the Newark
Museum, and as a teacher of English

as a Second Language and Math for
high school GED candidates in
Plainfield, N.J. He was both an of-
ficer of the Jewish Federation of Cen-
tral New Jersey and a founder of the
JCC of Central New Jersey.

He was known for his humility, his
wit, his keen intelligence and his kind
and compassionate spirit.

Tom was preceded in death by his
father, Samuel, and his mother,
Rebecca. He is survived by his wife,
Bonnie; his two children, Adam
(Cathy) and Ben (Keira), and his
grandchildren, Olive and Charlie.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Tom’s memory may be made to
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090,
www.tewnj.org; Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey, 655
Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J.
07208, www.jfscentralnj.org, and
Newark Museum, 49 Washington
Street, Newark, N.J. 07102,
www.newarkmuseum.org.
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Nelson C. Wolf

Westfield Stamp Club Show
On Tap This Saturday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Stamp Club will hold its annual
stamp show this Saturday, March 2,
in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
show will be open from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. Admission and parking
are free. This will be the 57th an-
nual show the club has held.

The show will include a six dealer
bourse plus the U.S. Postal Service
and the annual exhibit competition
among club members. More than
400 pages of stamps and postal his-
tory items from around the world
will be on display. The exhibits to be

shown are the work of those who are
new to the field as well as from those
who have shown their work at the
international level. The exhibits will
be evaluated by American Philatelic
Society accredited judges and at-
tendees are invited to vote for the
most popular exhibit.

The theme of the show will be the
150th anniversary of professional
baseball. The postal service will have
a special cancellation for the event
and there will be a specially-designed
envelope about baseball.

For additional information, call
(908) 232-0539 or visit the club
website, westfieldstampclub.org.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
Book Group Offerings

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library will
host Bagels & Books, where book
lovers share their recent reading
experiences with other bibliophiles
and pick up suggestions for future
reading, on Monday, March 4, at

10 a.m. Registration is required.
The library’s Evening Book Club

will meet on Monday, March 18, at
7 p.m., to discuss “The Orchid
Thief” by Susan Orlean. This story
follows plant dealer John Laroche
in his unsuccessful attempt to steal,
clone, and sell rare orchids from a
South Florida swamp, and de-
scribes the world of Florida’s or-
chid collectors and smugglers as
they execute plant crimes.

The Afternoon Book Club will
meet on Tuesday, March 19, at 1
p.m., to discuss “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” by Harper Lee, which was
selected as the number one book in
The Great American Read.

For more information or to reg-
ister for Bagels & Books, go to
scotl ib.org,  email
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the cen-
ter of the township.

Garwood Library Highlights
Events For Early March

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has revealed its calendar
of events for the first half of March,
along with ongoing activities.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is required. Participants
learn how to knit or show others how
it is done while enjoying fun conver-
sation. Needles and yarn are pro-
vided to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess, an informal chess
game for children of all ages, is held
on Mondays at 3 p.m. No registration
is required but sessions are limited to
12 players. This is a non-instructional
program with six boards provided.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days, at 3 p.m., in the Lincoln School
Art Room. This program provides
after-school STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) fun for kids in fourth grade and
older. Registration is required and
limited to 16 participants.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet March 7, at 7 p.m., for a
lively discussion of the month’s book.
No registration is required. Interested
persons are advised to check with the
library for its latest book selection by
calling (908) 789-1670.

Adult Craft will be featured on
Tuesday, March 12, at 6 p.m. Attend-
ees will be able to make a craft to
bring home. Participation is limited
to 10 and registration is required.

Toddler Story Time, for infants

Garwood Library Bd.
Sets Meeting Date

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library board will meet on
Wednesday, March 6, at 8 p.m. This
meeting is open to the public and will
take place at the library, located at
411 Third Avenue, Garwood.

through age 4, is offered on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m. No registration is
required. This program includes sto-
ries, songs, bubbles and more. The
Pipsqueak Players will visit Storytime
on March 13.

Kid’s Craft also will take place on
March 13, at 3 p.m. Youngsters in
second grade and up can make a fun
craft. Registration is required and
participation is limited to 20.

Lego will be available on Thurs-
days, March 14 and 28, at 3 p.m.
Children ages 4 to 12 are invited to
find inspiration through the month’s
theme and build whatever they wish,
then share their creations with others.
Some will be displayed in the library’s
showcase. Registration is required and
participation is limited to 15.

Additional programs will be an-
nounced for later in the month. The
Garwood Public Library is located at
411 Third Avenue. For more informa-
tion and to register for programs, call
(908) 789-1670. Further information
also may be found at
youseemore.com/garwood.


