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WESTFIELD
REVALUATION

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
It’s the first time in more than three decades that Westfield residents 
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing 
question on the minds of many Westfield homeowners... Will I be 
overpaying my taxes when the Westfield Revaluation Process is done?

You can find valuable information and videos about the 
revaluation and appeal processes at WestfieldRevaluation.com.

Afford.-Housing Issue Topic
For Young Republicans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Mayor Alexander Smith told a meeting
of the Union County Young Republi-
cans last Wednesday night that state
legislators are “not interested” in ad-
dressing the affordable-housing num-
bers that courts throughout the state have
imposed on towns.

“The state is broken,” he said, and
builders are not concerned with the im-
pact of large numbers of new housing
units on schools and infrastructure.
“There’s a crisis going on in the state,”
the mayor added.

A 2018 court settlement with a group
of builders will result in just over 450
affordable-housing units, out of a total of
just under 2,700 total housing units, be-
ing built in Scotch Plains by 2025. Sev-
eral large properties are slated for the new
developments, including the Bowcraft
Amusement Park on Route 22, the former
Parker Gardens property on Terrill Road,
the Amberg garden center on Lamberts
Mill Road, several properties in and
around the central business district, a
tract of land on North Avenue next to the
Charlie Brown’s restaurant and several
smaller lots on Jerusalem Road across
from Scotch Hills Country Club and on
Beryllium Road and Waldheim Avenue
off Plainfield Avenue.

Mr. Smith said he hopes his township’s
newly-formed affordable-housing advi-
sory committee can eventually expand its
efforts to other towns as it seeks to secure
a legislative solution to the court-im-
posed housing obligations many munici-
palities are facing.

The mayor briefly reviewed the his-
tory of Scotch Plains’ affordable-hous-
ing obligations with the small group
gathered at the Stage House Tavern be-
fore the discussion turned to other re-
lated issues including property taxes and
school funding. The mayor said New
Jersey is expensive because of high prop-
erty taxes used to fund public schools,
especially in the more-distressed urban
school districts earmarked for higher
state funding by court rulings over the
past several decades.

One attendee at last week’s meeting,
Joseph Sarno, a former member of the
Garwood Borough Council who now lives

in Scotch Plains, singled out one such
urban district and said that, “as Jersey
City has gotten richer, we’re still subsi-
dizing them, and it’s not fair.” Mean-
while, the mayor said that Scotch Plains
and Fanwood property owners sent more
than $50 million to the state during the
past several years but had only gotten
back a few million dollars in state aid for
the school system.

J.D. Bryden, the chairman of the
Young Republicans, noted that “the two
biggest problems in New Jersey” —
school funding and affordable housing
— “are driven by legal action,” and
asked why Democrats who have con-
trolled the state Legislature for most of
the past two decades have not done more
to address the twin problems. He called
it “laughable” that Democratic mayors
complain about their towns’ housing
obligations but do not talk to local Demo-
cratic state legislators.

The Scotch Plains Council created
the affordable-housing advisory com-
mittee in December to advise and assist
the governing body regarding afford-
able housing, related regulations and
legislation and the township’s afford-
able-housing obligations.

The group’s initial efforts will focus
on increasing public awareness of how
affordable housing is being imple-
mented, educating the public about the
issue and developing an action plan that
will include contacting and lobbying
state legislators to enact a legislative
solution.

Mayor Smith called the committee a
“very effective organized group” and
said that, “as we move forward, we want
to take this to other towns” and hope-
fully spur movement toward the Legis-
lature — not the courts — taking the
lead on the housing issue and also set-
ting out affordable-housing obligations
on a regional — not a town-by-town —
basis. “This is not a Republican or Demo-
cratic issue,” he said. “It’s a town issue.”

With legislative elections for state
Assembly taking place in November,
Mayor Smith said it was important for
his township’s affordable-housing com-
mittee to “get its act together” by early
spring so that the issue becomes a topic
of discussion during the run up to the
June Primary elections.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF INTENT TO
AWARD CONTRACT UNDER
THE HOUSTON GALVESTON
AREA COUNCIL COOPERA-
TIVE PURCHASING PRO-
GRAM

Notice of Intent to Award contract
under the Houston Galveston Area
Council Cooperative Purchasing Pro-
gram for the purchase of:

* One (1) UN4i UN4i/13-E1/E3: 10 HP,
6000 psi, 13 scfm with P2 Securus, 4
ASME Storage and Auto Cascade,
Bauer Integrated SXCBA Recharging
and RFID system

The Township of Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, Fire Department, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
intends to participate in the Houston
Galveston Area Council Cooperative
Purchasing Program for the purchase of:

* One (1) UN4i UN4i/13-E1/E3: 10 HP,
6000 psi, 13 scfm with P2 Securus, 4
ASME Storage and Auto Cascade,
Bauer Integrated SXCBA Recharging
and RFID system

Information regarding the contract may
be found at the Township Clerks Office,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 during regular business
hours, as well as on the Township of Scotch
Plains website at:
(www.scotchplainsnj.gov)

The Township of Scotch Plains joined
the Houston Galveston Area Council
Cooperative Purchasing Program on
June 3, 2015 as authorized by Resolution
No. 2015-122.

It is the intent of the Township of Scotch
Plains to make an award through Bauer
Compressors Inc. pursuant to the pro-
posal submitted in response to the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for:

* One (1) UN4i UN4i/13-E1/E3: 10 HP,
6000 psi, 13 scfm with P2 Securus, 4
ASME Storage and Auto Cascade,
Bauer Integrated SXCBA Recharging
and RFID system

The intended award for HGAC Contract
#EE08-17 has been established as:

BAUER COMPRESSOR Inc.
1328 Azalea Garden Road

Norfolk, Virginia 23504-1904
Contract for this purchase may be viewed

online at:  (www.scotchplainsnj.gov)
Vendors wishing to participate for pur-

poses of competitive pricing must submit
proposals no later than 10 days following
the release of the Public Notice. Submit-
tals may be sent to the Township Clerks
Office at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

The Township of Scotch Plains is per-
mitted to join a national cooperative pur-
chasing agreement under the authority of
(N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2 (b) (3)

Comment period ends March 14, 2019.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/28/19, The Times Fee: $59.16

is reading within 2 to 3 percent.
Michael Furci, Springfield’s commis-
sioner, asked about how the problem
could be addressed.

Mr. Meehan, replied, “I and I (in-
flows and infiltration) must be ad-
dressed.” (I and I is water from non-
sewer sources entering the system.)
Mr. Furci then asked about changing
the metering time. Dennis Estis, the
Authority’s counsel, read a brief seg-
ment of the bylaws including the term
“for a period, however brief,” which
means the metering period cannot be
changed without a bylaw change. Mr.
Furci asked for help from RVSA to
explain what is needed to the town’s
government, to which Mr. Meehan
readily agreed.

Mr. Furci mentioned the possibil-
ity of buying flow rights from
Garwood. When 500,000 gallons per
day was suggested as the amount re-
quired to resolve the issue, Mr. Furci
said he did not think Springfield was
talking that high.

John Buonocore, the Authority’s
in-house engineer, spoke on the is-
sue. He noted that in most towns,
the storm induced peaking factor
was about five times (the sewage
flow quintupled), while for Spring-
field the peaking factor is about 2.5
times, so there is probably not a lot
of rain induced inflows and infiltra-
tion. The implication was that
groundwater infiltration is a major
contributor to their issue. He said
that most other towns typically use
about 30 percent of their flow rights,
while Springfield typically uses
about 60 percent.

This meeting served as the annual
reorganization meeting. Louis Lambe,
Cranford’s commissioner, was elected
chairman and Loren Harms, Roselle
Park’s commissioner, was elected

In other business, the board was
briefed about the redevelopment plan
for a nearly three-acre parcel of prop-
erty on Jerusalem Road. Last week,
the township council introduced an
ordinance spelling out the plan, which
will consist of 18 apartment units in a
three-story building, two stacked
townhomes and 25 townhouse units.
At its Tuesday, March 5 meeting, the
council will hold a public hearing on
the ordinance.

The planning board also formally
named its professional team, with
Robert Pansulla again named as board
attorney, Ferriero Engineering con-
tinuing as the board’s consulting en-
gineer and Harbor Consultants named
as the board’s planner.
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RVSA Assessments
vice-chairman. Outgoing Chairman
Robert Rachlin of Rahway was pre-
sented with a plaque in thanks for his
service.

At the beginning of the meeting,
following elections, Michael Gelin
was sworn in as Woodbridge’s com-
missioner and John Tomaine was
sworn in as Mountainside’s com-
missioner. Stephen Greet has been
reappointed as Garwood’s commis-
sioner, but his absence from the
meeting prevented him from being
sworn in. All three were reappoint-
ments.

Updates to the Authority’s By-Laws
and Code of Ethics also were ap-
proved. The changes to both were
described as minor.

The next regular meeting of the
RVSA’s board will be held on March
21 at 7:05 p.m.

NJ Transit Listening
Tour Comes to Westfield

WESTFIELD— NJ Transit Ex-
ecutive Director Kevin Corbett and
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Diane
Gutierrez-Scaccetti will host a pub-
lic listening session about service
trouble on the Raritan Valley Line at
the Westfield Train Station on
Wednesday, March 6, at 5 p.m. The
session is part of what NJ Transit has
billed as its “Listening Tours.”

 Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the Raritan Valley Mayors Alli-
ance also will be there to advocate for
improved service and one-seat rides
to New York City.

Mr. Budiansky said.
Fanwood Councilwoman Erin

McElroy-Barker, the council’s liai-
son to the recreation commission,
told the group, “Good luck, this is
tough to pull together. Reach out to
Fanwood Councilman Jeff Banks.”
Mr. Banks and his family host the
Rockin’ for Autism yearly event.

Commission secretary Eryn
Sinclair suggested that the Smash
Kids Cancer group, “Seek donations
from big businesses because you are
a non-profit. Ask for reduced rates,
if possible.”

Commission member Joanna
Budries put forth a motion to the six
voting commission members to al-
low the group to host this event. All
the members approved the motion.

In other business, Mr. Budiansky
presented the treasurer’s report since
the commission’s treasurer, Mike
Kelly, was not present at the meet-
ing. “The balance in both the
commission’s bank accounts totals
$96,626.36. We made about $42,000
in summer camp registration so far
since we opened up registration in
early February.”

Mr. Budiansky told the commis-
sion members that the LaGrande out-
field new replacement netting only
lasted about one week. He said, “I
received an invoice from Statewide
Fencing and I’m not paying this. It
still needs to be fixed.”

He said the ice skating rink at
LaGrande and the rink’s tarp cover
“was open two days this year and
will not be opened again this year.”

“The rink reopened eight years
ago and the tarp that was purchased
a number of years ago is now shred-
ded. The DPW wants to use it for the
recycling center. We have to make a
decision later on about ordering a
new one. The current tarp costs over
$1,000,” Mr. Budiansky said.

Neil Pierce, a commission mem-
ber, told Mr. Budiansky that the bor-

ough paid about $300 extra several
years ago for a round liner cut to
size. Commission members all
agreed that the DPW can use the
existing tarp cover.

The Forest Road Park Master Plan
was briefly discussed. Mr. Budiansky
said, “As of today, February 26, Gary
Oliva from CME Associates said the
preliminary assessment report, which
includes the environmental impact
statement, was submitted to the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection at the borough’s re-
quest. This has been caught up in
bureaucracy and grant writing for
almost two years now.”

Councilwoman McElroy-Barker
said, “I think this has dragged on. It
hasn’t moved out of town hall as
quickly as it should have.”

Mr. Budiansky announced recent
commission personnel changes. Al-
ternate 2, Sara Johnson, resigned on
Tuesday. Also, Tuesday night’s meet-
ing was the last for commission mem-
ber Joanna Budries due to an im-
pending move.

Ms. Budries joined the commis-
sion in 2012. Scott Sinclair, alter-
nate 1, has been bumped up to be an
unofficial commission member.
Himanee Hendree, a third alternate
and the first student member of the
commission, is now a first alter-
nate.

Mr. Budiansky said there are now
three vacancies on the commission
members. He urged the group to
encourage people to attend the
commission’s monthly meetings if
they are interested in joining the
commission. Ms. McElroy-Barker
said she mentioned it  at the
borough’s last council meeting too.

Mr. Budiansky spoke about the
success of the borough’s summer
camp registration. He said he began
advertising for the summer park pro-
grams and that in the next week or
so registration will begin for travel
camps. In about two weeks he will
have brochures in the schools. Mr.
Budiansky said both LaGrande and
Forest Road Parks are used for the
camps and that the price increased
this year for the first time in 10
years. It is now $50 for the a.m.
session and $50 for the p.m. ses-
sion. The cost is $90 for both ses-
sions and there are some new pro-
grams such as art programs, enter-
tainers and inflatable rides.

Mr. Budiansky said there are 40
different summer programs, which
is the most the borough has ever
had. Fourteen full-time counselors
are employed and there are about
three substitute counselors.

The meeting concluded with dis-
cussion about the borough’s Easter
Egg Hunt to be held on Saturday,
April 13, at 10 a.m. at Forest Road
Park with the rain date on Saturday,
April 20.

Freeholders OK $325K
Study for Det. Ctr. Property

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday ap-
proved a $325,000 memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for the Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) to solicit proposals from com-
panies for both the lease and sale of
the county’s juvenile detention center
in Linden. The board approved an
agreement with Essex County last
year to send Union County detainees
to Essex’s juvenile detention center
in Newark.

County officials announced the
shuttering of the facility last Septem-
ber. The county anticipates that shut-
ting the facility will result in a $24.6-
million savings to the county in the
first three years. The Linden deten-
tion center opened in April 2008 as a
“one-story, 70,000-square-foot ma-
sonry and steel building” housing “up
to 80 residents,” according to a 2008
county press release.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said he
thinks the closing has been “handled
in an efficient and thorough
manner...with the least amount of dis-
ruption to our employees.”

Noting that, “it’s a tough situation
any time you have to lay people off,”
Mr. Hudak said the county has been
working with other counties to find
jobs for those employees impacted
by the shuttered facility. In a Septem-
ber 2018 press release, the county
said 56 juvenile detention officers,
12 senior juvenile detention officers,
seven supervisors and seven civilian
employees were employed at the de-
tention center.

At last September’s freeholder
meeting, Ron Charles, director of
Union County correctional services,
said the county opted to close the
facility in response to a “steady de-
cline (of housed offenders)...over the
last six years” from an average daily
population of 43 residents in 2012 to
10 in 2017. The facility had 76 beds
when it opened.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the UCIA is the title holder of the
property. He said the UCIA will con-
duct a tax analysis of the outstanding
bonds on the facility as well as prepa-
ration of requests for proposals
(RFPs) for approval by the county.
Mr. Barry said a review committee
will be created to analyze responses
to the RFPs.

“The issue will be to determine the
best approach to this, whether it will
be a sale of the facility or lease of the
facility,” Mr. Barry said.

Mr. Barry said the process will be
similar to what the county did for
Runnells Specialized Hospital, which
was sold for $26 million in December
of 2014.

Mr. Hudak said, based on its work
on the sale of Runnells, the UCIA
“has demonstrated an expertise on
these types of projects of transitioning
these government-owned facilities to
another sort of usage.”

The board approved the MOU by a
unanimous 9-to-0 vote.

During public comments, Garwood
Mayor Sara Todisco thanked Free-
holders Sergio Granados and Rebecca
Williams for attending the borough’s
first Dr. Martin Luther King Day of
Service in January.

“It was a really special day in
Garwood,” she said, adding that more
than 100 people participated in the
event.

She also said she looks forward to her
community being able to apply again for
the county’s infrastructure grant. “I know
Garwood is very, very eager to put that
forward to you,” she stated.

Barbara Krause of Cranford addressed
the cell tower proposed for the Cranford
campus of Union County College.

“Have all the alternatives been ex-
hausted for the locations with less
direct negative impact for Cranford
homeowners in one of Cranford’s
most desirable areas?” Mrs. Krause
asked. “No one expects such an ugly
intrusion into a beautiful residential
neighborhood. Why we have to toler-
ate this is the question.”

She asked the board to “use all
areas at your disposal to eliminate a
130-foot cell tower in a beautiful
Union County area.”

During Freeholder comments, Free-
holder Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of
Westfield announced a free lecture
on the life of Virginia Apgar, an anes-
thesiologist at New York-Presbyte-
rian Hospital, who founded the Apgar
score for newly-born babies in 1952.
The lecture will be held on Wednes-
day, March 27, at 7 p.m., at the
Westfield Memorial Library.
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