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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of January!
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Overall Production

908.233.0065

Cathy Lee 
Tomlinson
Sales Associate
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Top Team
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE WON!...Winners celebrate while playing one of the many games during the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club’s
annual Casino Night event held Friday evening at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RAFFLE PRIZES...Attendees at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club’s Casino
Night event, held Friday evening at the Shackamaxon Country Club, check out the
raffle prizes.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOCUSING ON FANWOOD...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, joined by Police
Chief Richard Trigo, pictured right, and Chief Financial Officer Fred Tompkins,
pictured left, speak with residents last Saturday about local issues. The Coffee
With Mayor Mahr event was held at the Fanwood Grille.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING MEGHAN CRILLY...Members of the Mountainside commu-
nity take part in a candlelight vigil Saturday night at Deerfield Elementary School
in memory of teacher Meghan Crilly. Ms. Crilly died from injuries she sustained
when she was struck by a vehicle last month while crossing a street in Linden.
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Planning Board OKs New
Parking on Westfield Ave.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday gave its unani-
mous approval to the merger of three
Westfield Avenue lots and the devel-
opment of a new parking lot to serve
a law office located there.

The new parking lot will be located
at the corner of Westfield Avenue and
Forest Road — on a square-shaped
lot that has been undeveloped for
years — and will serve the adjacent
office building at 1958 Westfield
Road. At the board’s hearing, Jon
Bramnick, the owner of the lots and
the building, said there was presently
“insufficient” parking behind the of-
fice building, with only seven spaces
available. Professional planner James
Watson concurred, telling the plan-
ning board, “You need parking here.”
He recalled that his own office had
once been located in the same build-
ing and that parking for employees,
clients and visitors had always been
limited and problematic.

Engineer Thomas Quinn outlined
for the board how the parking lot will

be developed, with six-foot-high fenc-
ing along the southern property line
that abuts a private residence and
four-foot fencing along the Westfield
Avenue and Forest Road sides. He
said the parking lot will be accessible
from both streets. Mr. Quinn described
steps being taken to reduce storm
water runoff, saying the new lot will
feature what he called “porous pave-
ment” that, in effect, absorbs water
and drains it underground.

Board members favored keeping
any landscaping — shrubs and trees
—inside the fences, partly to ensure a
clear line of sight for drivers entering
Westfield Avenue from Forest Road
and also to avoid litter and debris
being caught in the branches. Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta pointed out
that the area is a “high-traffic pedes-
trian area,” with students walking to
and from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Park Middle School
and St. Bartholomew Academy pass-
ing by the property and, at times,
carelessly dropping papers and wrap-
pings.

RVSA Assessments In Region to
Rise on Average 5 Percent

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) annual
reorganization meeting was held last
Thursday. Two reappointed commis-
sioners were sworn in, and new board
officers were elected. RVSA also ap-
proved the 2019 budget.

The budget reflects revenues of
$27,184,500 and appropriations of
$27,532,500. The differential is
planned usage of $348,000 of prior
revenues. Capital appropriations are
$1.65 million.

Assessments for the 11 municipali-
ties of the RVSA rose by 4.9 percent,
from $25,060,000 to $26,290,500.
Because individual municipal assess-

ments are based on a five-year rolling
average, there is significant deviation
from town to town in the percentage
change in their assessments, RVSA
officials said.

Westfield’s assessment rose 7.91
percent, or $248,297, to $4,068,672.
Scotch Plains’ assessment increased
5.67 percent, or $81,091, ending up
at $1,511,843. Mountainside ticked
up 5.41 percent, or $50,155, to
$978,076. Garwood’s share grew 7.42
percent, or $51,805, to $749,523.
Cranford’s assessment rose 10.81
percent, or $180,636, ending up at
$1,852,138. Clark’s share grew 7.59
percent, or $151,489, to $2,148,595.

Springfield saw a 1.84-percent in-
crease, or $47,803, to $2,646,409.

Kenilworth gets hit with a 15.85 per-
cent rise of $144,055, to $1,052,977.
Roselle Park sees an 11.47 percent
decrease, or $45,515, dropping to
$351,423. Rahway also sees a drop,
down 3.22 percent, or $132,706, to
$3,991,702. Woodbridge, the largest
user, sees a 6.17 percent rise, or
$403,440, so their assessment totals
out at $6,939,142.

Jim Meehan, RVSA executive di-
rector, said the main drivers of the
budget are: debt service, $360,000;
capital replacement funding,
$250,000; operating reserve fund,
$40,000; residual and biosolids dis-
posal, $100,000; maintenance/energy
maintenance, $175,000; salaries and
wages, $225,000, and New Jersey
Retirement Fund assessment,
$65,000.

“Debt service has increased due to
the numerous upgrades throughout
the facility,” Mr. Meehan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

In other business, the Authority’s
lawsuit against the state’s 2-percent
cap on authority charges has passed
the briefing stage. The Authority is
awaiting word from the judge. Com-
ments also were submitted to the New
Jersey Department of Community Af-
fairs regarding the proposed regula-
tions.

Flow rights hearings for three
municipalities, Rahway, Clark and,
Springfield, currently are sched-
uled for Thursday, March 21. These
will deal with excess flows during
the year ending September 30,
2018.

Questions regarding the accuracy
of a meter designated RV01 serving
Springfield appear to be nearing reso-
lution. The meter had been exhibiting
some erratic behavior, which resolved
about August 22. A supplementary
meter installed temporarily as a check

BOE Talks About Varsity Letters
For Interscholastic Activities

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Earning var-
sity letters for interscholastic extra-
curricular activities was discussed at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education agenda setting meeting
held last Thursday evening.

It was noted that under newer state
mandates non-athletes can now earn
varsity letters. The lists of criteria
were discussed for such extracurricu-
lar letters as those for Moonglowers,

Select Choir, Chamber Choir, Sensa-
tions, Las Cantadoras, Men’s Choir,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Jazz Band,
Marching Band, Winter Guard, Blue
Diamond Step Team, Dance Team,
Delta Epsilon Chi, Distributive Edu-
cation Clubs of America (DECA) and
Future Business Leaders of America
(FBLA). Each activity has its own
requirement of active membership,
varying from one year to three years
depending on the activity.

It was noted that students who fail
to complete a season will not be
awarded a letter. In addition, viola-
tions of school and club rules may
cause a student to be disqualified
from earning a letter. In addition, the
time period used to determine eligi-
bility for a letter in each activity is
based on the rigor and time commit-
ment associated with each organiza-
tion. Furthermore, it was stated that
the advisor/director of each organi-
zation reserves the right to make ex-
ceptions to the criteria. The principal
or designee will then approve the
exceptions.

In other business, three field trips
were approved at Thursday’s meet-
ing. The first is a Saturday, March 23
trip to see the musical The Prom in
New York City for seven students in
the Sexuality and Gender Acceptance
Club. It was noted that the play touches
upon issues germane to Lesbian, Gay,

Bisexual, Transgender and Queer
(LGBTQ+) youth. The plot deals with
a lesbian couple denied the right to
attend their high-school prom.

The second trip is Terrill Middle
School students traveling to Toms
River High School on Friday, May
31, to perform for nationally-ranked
judges and receive feedback to en-
hance their performance for the Terrill
spring concert.

The last field trip approved in May
is for 60 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Advanced Placement (AP)
Environmental Science students to
travel to Seeley’s Pond in the
Watchung Reservation. These stu-
dents are members of the New Jersey
Trout in the Classroom Program and
will release their trout into Seeley’s
Pond. It was noted that the pond is the
local site designated for fish stocking
by the New Jersey Fish and Wildlife
Service in the Watchung Reserva-
tion.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held tonight, February 28,
at 7:30 p.m., in the administration
building at Cedar Street and Ever-
green Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Presentations regarding updates to
the 2019-2020 proposed school bud-
get for special education as well as
district enrollment, curriculum and
facilities are scheduled for that meet-
ing.

Music and Food Fest to
Be Held at LaGrande Park

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Guest speaker
Elizabeth Chin and her group, Smash
Kids Cancer, also known as Kids
Rock for Cure, were the subject of a
discussion at Tuesday night’s recre-
ation commission meeting on a fund-
raising event they wish to host to
support finding a cure for pediatric
cancer. The commission’s personnel
changes, park repairs and summer
camps were heavily-noted topics as
well.

Elizabeth, a Clark resident and
Union County Magnet High School
sophomore, spoke to the commission
about hosting a Music and Food Fest
on Saturday, May 18, at LaGrande
Park to raise money to benefit Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.
Proceeds from the event will go to-
ward pediatric cancer research. Eliza-
beth is the founder of the group Kids
Rock for Cure. She started the group
after her younger brother, Connor
Chin, was diagnosed with bone can-
cer and was treated at Memorial Sloan
Kettering.

Connor was 11 in 2016 when he
was diagnosed with bone cancer.
Elizabeth told the commission that
her brother’s cancer returned and that
a clinical trial at Memorial Sloan
Kettering saved his life. Connor is
now healthy and thriving, she said.

Elizabeth attended the meeting with
several friends and family, including
her mother, Lisa Chin, and her brother.

“Pediatric cancers are rare and it’s
one of the leading causes of death in
people under the age of 15 in the
United States,” Elizabeth said.

Matt Kleczynski, a member of Kids
Rock for Cure and a Clark resident,
told commission members that the
group plans to sell tickets for activi-
ties and use the pavilion in LaGrande
Park. The event will be held rain or

shine. Matt said he is hopeful there
will be a teacher and staff dunk tank,
face painting, food vendors, a band or
DJ and one tent set up as a tribute for
the group’s loved ones who survived
cancer. Elizabeth mentioned the vari-
ous forms of promotion for the Music
and Food Fest, including receiving
support from Memorial Sloan
Kettering and their media contacts.

Mrs. Chin answered commission
members’ questions regarding this
event, explaining that May is an ideal
time because of the weather and that
it’s important to the group to plan
something around Mother’s Day.

“We already secured the insurance
and the board of health approved the
food trucks. We are hoping to make
money from the rides and entertain-
ment. We tried to have this event in
Clark at one of the schools and there
was no bathroom access,” she said.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky said the Rockin’ for Au-
tism event on Sunday, April 28, which
was launched in 2016, is similar to
the Kids Rock for Cure. He also sug-
gested the group’s name is too similar
to Rockin’ for Autism and should be
changed. Mr. Budiansky told the
group that all sporting events will
continue on Saturday, May 18, at
LaGrande Park as usual. Elizabeth
Chin said that the group is changing
their name to Smash Kids Cancer and
the event will be called Smash Kids
Music and Food Fest.

“If the Fanwood Department of
Public Works can’t provide help, this
is a dead issue. You have to speak to
Clint Dixon (Department of Public
Works director) and there has to be an
agreement as to how much money
you have to pay the DPW workers.
The New Jersey American Water
Company can provide free water,”


