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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

SPFHS Repertory Theatre
Presents Mamma Mia!

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Repertory Theatre has announced it
will present this year’s production of
the Broadway hit musical Mamma Mia!
This jukebox musical is told through
the effervescent and enchanting music
of ABBA. It has become a theatrical
phenomenon, with audiences around
the world dancing in their seats.

Performances will be held at SPFHS,
located at 667 Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains, on Friday, March 8, Saturday,
March 9, Thursday, March 14, Friday,
March 15, and Saturday, March 16 at
7:30 p.m. There will also be a matinee
on Sunday, March 10 at 2 p.m.

The story takes place on a small
Greek island where Sophie dreams of
a perfect wedding — walking down
the aisle with her father by her side.
But how can that happen if the bride-
to-be doesn’t even know who her
father is? Upon sneaking a peek in her
mother’s diary from the 70’s, Sophie
discovers three paternal possibilities:
Sam, Bill, and Harry. She is so con-
vinced that she’ll know who her true
father is when she sees him, she se-
cretly invites all three to the wedding.
Yet when the trio arrives, the only
thing clear is that finding her dad is
going to be far more of a challenge
than she could have imagined!

Her mother, Donna, is a fiercely
independent hotelier up to her ears in
both debt and last-minute details as
she preps for her daughter’s big day.
She has no idea what her determined
daughter has in store for them both.
Donna’s dearest friends, Rosie and
Tanya, are also on the guest list. When
they arrive on the island, they bring
fond memories of their days together
singing in a group called Donna and
the Dynamos. A hilarious reunion en-

sues; but when the spot light fades,
Donna is left to face the pieces of the
past she’s tried to forget over the last
two decades. Meanwhile, Sophie is
so caught up in finding her dad she
that she doesn’t realize she is losing
her fiancé, Sky. Who will escort
Sophie to the altar and who will be
there to say, “I do?”

This production of Mamma Mia!
involves over 100 students, including
the crew and live pit orchestra. The cast
are under the masterful direction of
Morgan Knight (Director) and Jan Allen
(Musical Director, Producer). When
asked about the upcoming shows, Mr.
Knight replied, “We proudly invite the
community to join our incredible stu-
dent performers as they bring the music
of ABBA to life on the SPFHS stage. A
community production for all ages,
Mamma Mia! is an event you and your
family won’t want to miss. Join us for an
evening of music, dance, celebration,
and platform shoes!”

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, through the Open Space
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, and Chairman Grenados’s
2018 Moving Union County Forward-
Union County Plant a Seed Initiative
selected the SPFHS Repertory Theatre
to receive a grant for this year’s produc-
tion. Their generosity and support
helped to make this show possible.

Tickets are now on sale for Mamma
Mia! at https://
mammamiaspfhs.brownpapertickets.com
and are $13 for students and senior
citizens, $15 for adults. All tickets for
the performance on Thursday, March
14 are only $10. Senior citizens with
“Gold Cards” may contact Kathleen
Sheehy at ksheehy405@gmail.com
to make arrangements for discounted
tickets.

CHS to Present Broadway’s
Hello, Dolly! March 8-10

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) Performing Arts De-
partment has announced it will
present Hello, Dolly! on March 8
through March 10. The musical
Hello, Dolly! first appeared on
Broadway in 1964 and has been re-
vived four times, most recently in
2017 with Bette Midler. The original
production with Carol Channing won
10 Tony Awards, a record held for
decades. Hello, Dolly! with book by
Michael Stewart and lyrics and mu-
sic by Jerry Herman, is based on
Thorton Wilder’s 1955 play The
Matchmaker.

The story follows the life of Dolly
Levi (Nora Sullivan) as she travels
to Yonkers, N.Y. in pursuit of finding
a match for the well-known half-a-
millionaire Horace Vandergelder
(Noah Wohlsen). Along the way, she
interacts with many other characters
including Horace’s employees,
Cornelius Hackl (Daniel Klimko) and
Barnaby Tucker (Max Wisnefski);
New York widow and hat shop owner,
Irene Molloy (Katrina Wischusen)
and her assistant Minnie Fay (Rose
Michetti); and young artist Ambrose
Kemper (Andrew Gordon), who is
interested in marrying Horace’s
niece, Ermengarde (Erin Blake).
Other notable roles include Ernestina

Money (Katie Manhardt), Rudolf
Reisenweber (Matthew Mallick),
Judge (Elizabeth Molfetto), and Mrs.
Rose (Melanie Gabel). The ensemble
of Hello, Dolly! consists of 33 stu-
dents who add drama, singing and
excitement to each scene.

Hello, Dolly! will be performed in
the CHS auditorium on March 8, 9
and 10. The dress rehearsal on March
7 at 7:30 p.m. will be free admission
for senior citizens. The performances
on March 8 and 9 will be at 7:30 p.m.
with the matinee on March 10 at 2
p.m. Tickets can be ordered in ad-
vance online at chs.booktix.com for
$15, but they are also available at the
door. Student rush tickets will also
be available for $10 only at the door
for each performance with a valid
student ID. The Cranford Public
Schools permitted items policy will
be in effect for all three perfor-
mances; large bags and purses will
not be allowed into the auditorium.
For additional information about
Hello, Dolly! at CHS, please contact
Elizabeth Sheehan
(sheehan@cranfordschools.org) or
Erica Morreale
(morreale@cranfordschools.org), or
call (908) 709-6272. “Put On Your
Sunday Clothes” and come see Hello,
Dolly! at CHS.

Westfield Education Fund to
Screen Documentary Feb. 27

WESTFIELD — On Wednesday,
February 27, Westfield Education
Fund (WEF), a non-profit that aims
to be a driver for innovation in the
Westfield Public Schools, is hosting a
film screening of the compelling docu-
mentary “Most Likely to Succeed.”
Directed by acclaimed documentar-
ian Greg Whiteley, the film has been
an official selection of two dozen of
the world’s top film festivals, includ-
ing Sundance, Tribeca, and AFI
DOCS. The film highlights an inno-
vative school in California where stu-
dents are engaged in meaningful
project-based learning and are devel-
oping skills essential for success in
the 21st century, such as critical think-
ing, problem solving, collaboration
and communication. It also raises
questions about the purpose of edu-
cation and may challenge assump-
tions that some parents hold about
what is most important in education.
(View the trailer at https://
teddintersmith.com/mltsfilm/.)

The film was developed to stimu-
late community discussion about edu-
cation, and WEF hopes that this event
sparks dialogue about the purpose of
school and how our community can
be a leader in innovative learning
approaches. A goal of the event is to
give the audience new ideas about
what meaningful and engaging stu-
dent learning can look like and to
cultivate an interest in bringing more
of these opportunities to the children
in our community. Hopefully, educa-
tors who attend the event will also
feel inspired to experiment with new
instructional practices in their class-
rooms.

After the screening, a panel discus-
sion featuring some of Westfield’s
innovative educators will be moder-
ated by Mayor Shelley Brindle. Pan-
elists include Matt Bolton, Ed.D.,
principal of Edison Intermediate
School; Laura Doyle, engineering and

design teacher at Westfield High
School; Mary Montes, 1st grade
teacher at Tamaques Elementary
School and 2018 Westfield Teacher
of the Year, and Brian Baldwin, ph.d.,
professor of science education, NJ
Center for Science, Technology, and
Mathematics at Kean University. Pan-
elists will react to the film, share
innovative practices and programs
being implemented in their schools,
and reflect on what ideas from the
film have relevance for Westfield.

The documentary screening and
panel will take place at Edison Inter-
mediate School, located at 800
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, at 7:30
p.m. and doors will open at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased
at https://westfieldedfund.org/film.
WEF would like to acknowledge the
generous contributions of its spon-
sors, including the JCC of Central
New Jersey and RBC Wealth Man-
agement, which have made this event
possible.

About Westfield Education Fund
(WEF): Through this event, WEF
hopes to raise awareness about the
organization and invigorate the com-
munity around its purpose. WEF is
run by a board of directors com-
prised of Westfield parent volun-
teers and was established in 1991 by
community members, in partnership
with the school district and board of
education. It supports innovative
projects that strengthen and enrich
students’ academic experience but
fall beyond the school district bud-
get. Most of the district’s budget is
allocated to critical fixed costs such
as salaries, transportation, supplies
and maintenance. Discretionary
spending is limited and little remains
to support innovation. WEF fills this
critical gap.

Additional information about WEF
is available at
www.westfieldedfund.org.

In one fun number, “Gimme!
Gimme! Gimme!” Sophie and her
bridesmaid gal pals Ali (Cait
Crowley) and Lisa (Remi Presky)
have a ball.

Some of the best dancing of the
night (by choreographer Phil
Solomon) takes place at the end of
Act I in “Voulez-Vous” where the
whole company gets to break out.
Perhaps it’s the club atmosphere
with spectacular lighting by Nik
Marmo that provides abandon for
the actors. Whatever, they brought
it in that number in dancing like no
one is watching.

In the second act, the likely can-
didates of Sophie’s dad get a chance
in the spotlight. Sam (Michael
Dooley), Bill (James Lopez) and
Harry (Mark Smith), all with smooth
voices, get to sing to Donna or
Sophie in poignant or upbeat num-
bers.

A truly memorable song is “Does
Your Mother Know?” where Pep-
per (Zach Mazouat) comes on to
Tanya. Ms. Sblendorio belts out her
response to the young man in an
adorably provocative way. And by
the way, in that swimsuit and sarong
outfit, she looks like a true body
builder!

More ear-to-ear smiles are pro-
vided by Rosie and Bill in “Take a

Chance On Me.”
The most powerful number, vo-

cally, is “The Winner Takes it All”
where Ms. Feiler pours out her heart.
Then her character’s song “Slip-
ping Through My Fingers” offers
the most heartfelt moment in the
show as she helps her daughter get
ready for her wedding. Through that
song, we hear the emotions going
through Donna’s mind as her only
child is about to do something she
never did.

The encore bows are spectacular
especially because of the over-the-
top costuming (by Zach Mazouat
and Cathy Cohane).

Music Director Howard
Whitmore has assembled a terrific
band of six, and four pit singers
who, along with a strong ensemble,
offer backup to the leads.

If the body language of the six
wildly enthusiastic high school girls
sitting in front of me on opening
night is any indication, this produc-
tion is a hit. It’s a high energy, feel
good show with local celebrity guest
actors at certain performances.

Mamma Mia! runs through March
2, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
For tickets, call the theater at (908)
276-7611 or go to their website at
cdctheatre.org. CDC is located at 78
Winans Avenue, Cranford.

CARE PACKAGE...Members of the Looming our Love (LOL) Club at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield meet to loom and knit caps for babies and adults
in hospital cancer units.

HELLO DOLLY...Cranford High School (CHS) Performing Arts Department
has announced it will present Hello, Dolly! on March 8 through March 10.
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NJFO Presents Tosca

Transcendence Marks A New
Era for St. Paul’s

By MICHAEL ROSIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Saturday, Febru-
ary 9, Saint Paul’s confidently presented
its next musical chapter, which also ush-
ered in an entirely new era for the church.
In a concert titled “Transcendence,” Mark
Hyczko, St. Paul’s new music director,
produced a program that attempted to
“reframe classical music.” It is a part of
the new Steeple Concert Series at St.
Paul’s, an initiative supported (in part) by
the time-honored Friends of Musicat St.
Paul’s Westfield, but vastly different from
the type of concerts the patron group has
supported over the years. Resolved in its
traditional repertoire, St. Paul’s legend-
ary Spring Concerts have historically pro-
vided high quality performances of the
great choral masterworks. Charles Banks,
the music director of St. Paul’s for over
30 years, retired last year, presenting his
final concert in May. During his three-
decade tenure at the Episcopal parish,
one can discover that he programmed
many eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and twen-
tieth-century standards for chorus, solo-
ists (vocal and organ) and orchestra. The
Spring Concert series has never known a
different director—as Charles Banks has
presented all 32 of them (25 of them made
possible by the Friends of Music since its
founding in 1993).

Mr. Hyczko had big shoes to fill when
he succeeded Mr. Banks in October 2018.
In addition to the multifaceted musician-
ship, there is the unique challenge of
maintaining the fine art tradition at the
church, while initiating a whole new iden-
tity and approach to program; and I do
believe Mr. Hyczko delivered brilliantly.
The program of “Transcendence” was
comprised entirely of music from a whole
new generation, yet still “serious” classi-
cal music and still very much accessible.
Written centuries after the music that the
St. Paul’s concert series is accustomed to
(including a twenty-first century piece
and another work of a living composer),
the music is from a modern sphere known
as “minimalism;” more specifically “holy
minimalism” (a term which is sometimes
considered pejorative, as Mr. Hyczko
astutely recognized). What qualifies this
subgenre are the sacred connections and
inspirations from older forms and prac-
tices. The first piece on the program (the
North American premiere) was
Mahashakti by John Tavener. Deeply
connected in impetus and inspiration was
the last piece on the program, called
Tabula Rasa by the most famous com-
poser of said genre, Arvo Pärt. Both
Tavener and Pärt experienced deep com-
fort when they discovered the Orthodox
Christian faith, and thus dedicated their
music to such faith. The practice of order
and symmetry, akin to Religious chant
and Baroque practices, is abound in their
music. Just as the Baroque masterpieces
were conceived with gothic sanctuary
acoustics in mind, so too were the works
on this concert. It presents a marvelous
next installment for St. Paul’s concert
series, as it is still music of the church, of
reverence—of faith. Similarly, Henryk
Górecki’s Harpsichord Concertowas, the
middle work performed. The harpsichord,
considered practically defunct in the late
1700s, found a revival during the late

twentieth- / early twenty-first-century.
This classic three-movement form, with
string orchestra accompaniment, was a
baroque standard and Górecki’s homage
is an organic evolution from the early
days of St. Paul’s Spring concerts (The
classic Bach Harpsichord Concertos -
No. 1 in D minor and No. 5 in F minor,
performed in 1992 and 1997, respec-
tively).

Mr. Hyczko and the St. Paul’s music
ministry could have attempted the cur-
rently trendy and uninspired “quick-fix”
approach that seems to be popular today:
programming fusion concerts of pop and
classical music, or incorporating extra-
musical elements (electronics and other
media) in an attempt to reach a new age
bracket. The musical heritage at St. Paul’s
is far too sacred (no pun intended) and
artistic, and Mr. Hyczko is aware of that.
His “reframing classical music” idea
comes from his work with the performing
orchestra, the New Brunswick Chamber
Orchestra. A group he has directed and
conducted since 2012, Mr. Hyczko has
committed much of their work to per-
forming the masterpieces of tomorrow
and music by living composers.

Mr. Hyczko’s approachable tone,
spending ample time to talk to the audi-
ence casually about the music, was a
refreshing concert perk. Although this
concert as a whole exposes a culture that
the St. Paul’s audiences may need more
time to properly digest (minimalist works
typically go without applause for almost
a minute after they’re finished), it is safe
to say Mr. Hyczko, the NBCO, St. Paul’s
Music and their new Steeple Concert
Series, did indeed “transcend” the old era
and bring us into a new one, maintaining
the high-quality music, musicianship and
leadership that we’ve all come to expect
from concerts at St. Paul’s Westfield.

For more information, visit
www.steepleconcerts.org or the Parish
website at https://stpaulswestfield.org.

Michael Rosin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRANSCENDENT...On Saturday, February 9, Saint Paul’s presented its next
musical chapter, in a concert titled Transcendence, produced by St. Paul’s new
music director, Mark Hyczko.

The role of the menacing police
chief Scarpia, determined to possess
Tosca and thwart Cavaradossi, is per-
formed by Todd Thomas. Recognized
by opera companies and critics alike
as one of the true baritones gracing
stages today, Mr. Thomas recently
made his Opera Shanghai debut in the
title role in Wagner’s Der fliegende
Holländer, and returned to Opera
Omaha as Tonio/Alvio in I Pagliacci/
Cavalleria Rusticana. Other recent
engagements have included returns to
Lyric Opera of Chicago as Monterone
in Rigoletto, the title role of Verdi’s
Falstaff and Sharpless in Madama
Butterfly with Manitoba Opera.

“We are thrilled to be joined by these
fabulous singers,” continued Maestro
Wroe. “Each of them is a star who has
already graced the stages of concert
halls and opera houses across the world.
With their outstanding technique and
artistic interpretation of this, Puccini’s
most poignant work, I predict that there
will not be a dry eye in the house!”

Sung in Italian with English
supertitles, Tosca will be brought to life

with costumes, sophisticated staging
and colorful design by Stage Director
Maria Todaro. A versatile artist and art
entrepreneur, Ms. Todaro is an estab-
lished and recognized stage director,
stunt artist, writer and conductor.

A free pre-concert lecture will be
presented at 6 p.m. prior to the perfor-
mance by Michael Rosin. Mr. Rosin’s
discussions are an engaging way to
learn about Puccini’s magnificent op-
era and the music makers on offer.

Tosca, The Joseph T. DeAlessandro
Memorial Opera Concert, is presented in
partnership with Ray Catena of Union
and has been made possible through ad-
ditional generous support of Marty Jeiven,
the NJ State Council on the Arts and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.

Tosca will be presented on Febru-
ary 23 at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield and on February 24, at 3
p.m., at Drew University in Madison.

Tickets for both concerts ($30-$76,
students under 18 $15) are available
online at www.njfestivalorchestra.org
or by calling (908) 232-9400.
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