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Extraordinary Professionals. 

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MINDOWASKIN FROZEN OVER...Mindowaskin Pond in Westfield was frozen over during last week’s cold snap that saw
single-digit temperatures and below zero wind chills. The photo shows the glow of ice on the pond and the lights of East Broad
Street businesses.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY FEEDBACK...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco welcomes resi-
dents and hears their ideas during her first “Breakfast with the Mayor” held on
Saturday morning at Borough Hall.

Courtesy of Patricia Pavlak
DEDICATED VOLUNTEER...Joseph Starkey, pictured center, was presented
with a proclamation by Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, left, at the January 29
township committee meeting recognizing his 10 years of service to the township’s
library board. Mr. Starkey is a lifelong Cranford resident and chairman of the
Swim Pool Advisory Board.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FAMILIES TAKE A TOUR...Garwood  Police Officer Scott Eriksen shows kids
the holding cells in the borough’s police station as part of Saturday’s “Breakfast
with the Mayor.”

Hartz Planner: Twp. to See
$2.76 Mil. In Tax Revenue
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Updated demo-
graphic data and the costs and rev-
enue associated with the rezoning
application for 750 Walnut Avenue,
where the owner, Hartz Mountain,
seeks to convert commercial and in-
dustrial uses to a residential zone for
905 planned apartments, was pro-
vided Wednesday to the planning
board by planner Keenan Hughes, an
expert in planning hired by Hartz
Mountain. He said the municipality
and school district in total would see
a $2.76-million net-positive impact
in tax revenue on a yearly basis as a
result of the apartment complex.

The municipality would see
$660,000 in tax revenue yearly, based
on Mr. Hughes’ projections, while
the school district would see $2.1
million in tax revenue yearly.

In terms of the impact to the public
schools, a range of 100 to 135 public-
school children was projected to be
moving into the 905 apartments, Mr.
Hughes calculated based on two dif-
ferent methodologies. He took data
from apartment complexes in
Cranford — Riverfront at Cranford
Station, Woodmont Station at
Cranford, and Cranford Crossing.
Those comparisons yielded 52 pub-
lic-school children in phase 1 of the
construction, and 110 public-school
children at full build out. He also used
a statewide Rutgers study updated in
November 2018 that focused on multi-
family housing, he said. Mr. Hughes,
in his application of the Rutgers meth-
odology, yielded 70 at phase 1 and
135 public-school children at full
build out. He said he took the data
from the Rutgers study, which showed
school-age children (which includes
children who may not be attending
public schools), and calculated out
85 percent, which is the percentage of CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

children in the Cranford community
who attend the public schools. He
also noted that about 40 to 50 percent
of children in multi-family develop-
ments typically are in the Kindergar-
ten to grade 5 age range per statewide
population studies.

Chris Chapman, a planning board
member, asked, “if that larger popu-
lation is going to that one school
facility, it would have a larger impact
on that one school facility?”

“There may be some other solution
provided by the school district; I don’t
know,” Mr. Hughes said. The town-
ship currently has neighborhood
schools for grades K to 8 in the com-
munity, and in this area of the town-
ship that property would either be in
the Walnut/Livingston Avenue School
or the Hillside Avenue School dis-
trict.

In comparison to Mr. Hughes’
school-population impacts, a study
conducted by Ross Haber Associ-
ates, which was hired by the school
district, estimated 353 students would
enter the school system at the project’s
full build out, as outlined in a report
dated May 2018.

In Mr. Hughes’ opinion, he said
empirical evidence is the best resource
to identify projections. Statewide and
regional data, he said, sometimes are
difficult to control.

In his calculations for the fiscal-
impact analysis, Mr. Hughes said both
the municipality and the school dis-
trict would experience a net-positive
impact by Hartz Mountain’s 905
apartments proposed when consider-
ing his projections of total population
added by the 905 apartments. He es-
timated that there woudl be a total
population of 1,622 residents at full
build out. In terms of public school
populaton, he estimated 110 public
school children, using empirical data.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Westfield Finished 2018 With
Budget Surplus of $14.5 Mil.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Councilwoman
Linda Habgood, chairperson of the
council’s finance committee, and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
hosted a 2019 budget forum on
Thursday. Councilwoman Habgood
said the evening’s purpose was to
discuss how the $173.7 million of
Westfield’s 2018 total tax collec-
tions was allocated. As of Decem-
ber 31, 2018, Westfield’s municipal
budget surplus totaled $14.51 mil-
lion, stated Ms. Habgood.

Ms. Habgood said the 2019 mu-
nicipal budget goals include “main-
taining a $9- to $10-million-dollar
surplus or nest egg.” The munici-

pality will utilize $4.2 million to
$5.2 million of the $14-million sur-
plus to invest in Westfield’s roads,
sewers, public works and service
equipment, and enhance resident
safety, she said.

Councilwoman Habgood re-
viewed the “breakdown” in total
dollars and described by percent-
age of total tax collections of how
2018 collected taxes were utilized.
She said each tax dollar was allo-
cated to different governing entities
for annual operations described as
different tax levies including the
school district, Union County,
Union County Open Space,
Westfield Memorial Library and the
municipal tax.

While Westfield’s total tax rev-
enue exceeds $173 million, the
municipal budget, overseen by
Mayor Shelley Brindle and the town
council, is $27,975,396 or 16.11
percent of the $173-million total
tax revenue, stated Ms. Habgood.
The school district receives 58.7
percent or $101 million.

Of each tax dollar Westfield resi-
dents pay, 23.05 percent or $40 mil-
lion to the county. The Westfield
public library receives 1.48 percent
of each resident tax dollar, totaling
$2,571,941, stated Ms. Habgood.
Mr. Gildea said the library is over-
seen by a board of trustees who
make executive decisions pertain-
ing to the library’s annual discre-
tionary and non-discretionary bud-
get.

The Union County Open Space
Tax Levy received $1,166,662 or
.67 percent of the total tax collec-
tion, stated Ms. Habgood.

Westfield’s 2018 municipal rev-
enue was up 6.1 percent, to $2.96
million, and “more than anticipated”
at the 2017 budget year’s end, stated
Ms. Habgood.

“Despite more than a 24.5-per-
cent non-discretionary cost increase
of $1.15 million and $150,000 in
“unexpected storm cleanup costs,”
the municipal tax levy increased
.52 percent,” said Ms. Habgood.

A total of $4.2 million of the mu-
nicipal surplus was “invested stra-
tegically in equipment, technology
and (improvement expenditures) to
reduce the tax rate (for future
years),” stated Ms. Habgood.

A 2018 “positive budget high-
light” includes $381,000 in interest
earned on “budget money” held in
custodial or investment accounts,
or “more than double the projected
interest amount,” Ms. Habgood ex-
plained.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Board Concurs With Re-Zoning
Of 24 New England Dr. Properties
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning
board on Monday unanimously ap-
proved a report by the town planner
recommending the re-zoning of 24
properties located on New England
Drive from an RS-12 single-family
residential district to the RS-16
single-family residential district fol-
lowing an analysis conducted by the
town planner.

Both districts permit detached
single-family dwellings, stated Town
Planner Donald Sammet. However,

“bulk standards,” such as lot size re-
quirements, “differ between the dis-
tricts,” stated Mr. Sammet. The zoning
changes will be officially adopted fol-
lowing a second reading public hear-
ing on the ordinance at the Tuesday,
February 12 town council meeting.

 During planning board comments
Mayor Shelley Brindle said she
wanted to thank Mr. Sammet for the
“incredibly impressive” analysis he
conducted on the zone’s history and
current status.

“At issue is if an alternative zone
district designation would be more
appropriate for the area, given the
characteristics of existing lots such as
lot frontages and lot areas,” said Mr.
Sammet, describing his initial pur-
pose for the analysis and inquiry.

In 1991, prior to the properties’
RS-12 designation, the area was zoned
RS-100, stated Mr. Sammet. On De-
cember 7, 1992, Westfield’s master
plan was amended, “in an attempt to
minimize the number of non-conform-
ing lots that exist,” explained Mr.
Sammet.

The effective zoning change from
RS-100 to RS-12 reduced the mini-
mum lot requirement from 100 feet to
75 feet, stated Planning Board Chair-
man Robert Newell.

The minimum lot areas required
for an RS-100 and RS-12 zone re-
mained the same at 12,000 square
feet, stated Mr. Sammet, while the

minimum lot area within an RS-16
zone is 16,000 square feet.

“Areas where one side of the street
met the RS-16 minimum lot require-
ment and the other side did not were
eliminated from consideration for a
rezoning at this time,” Mr. Sammet
said.

Mr. Sammet said the planning goal
is to keep a consistent set of zone
district regulations on both sides of
the street. “In achieving consistency,
the neighborhood character along a
residential block” will be preserved,
he said.

“Most striking is that New England
Drive is characterized by lot front-
ages which far exceed the 75-foot
minimum required by RS-12 zone,
but are closer in frontage length to the
RS-16 zone,” Mr. Sammet said.

If the 24 properties were to remain
zoned as RS-12, the number and per-
centage of non-conforming lots will
increase in the minimum lot size,
stated Mr. Sammet.

“The creation of an unduly large
number of non-conforming lots in a
zone would run counter to good plan-
ning practice,” Mr. Sammet said.

He said changing the zone from
RS-12 to RS-16 will not adversely
affect the town’s ability to provide
low- and moderate-income housing,
thus preserving existing street pat-
terns, and would not exclude the con-

Mountainside Discusses
2019 Capital Projects

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council discussed the scope of the
municipality’s capital projects at its
work meeting on Tuesday. Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli explained that a tempo-
rary capital budget was necessary
because of the time constraints im-
posed by the terms of the community’s
bonds. The mayor anticipates the fi-
nal budget for 2019 will be intro-
duced in March and adopted in April.

Infrastructure improvements,
which will be funded, include phase
four of the storm-sewer upgrade
project, approximately $40,000 for
pothole repair, and paving Barton
Drive and Partridge Road. Addition-
ally, a new sound and video system
will be installed in the municipal court-
room. The new system will allow
prisoners to be arraigned via a live
video feed to the Union County jail
rather than transporting them to the
jail located in Elizabeth.

In addition, the entire municipal
computer system, including the seven
servers, and the systems used by the
finance and police departments, will
be upgraded. According to Borough
Administrator James Debbie, all of
the data and systems will be moved to
the Cloud. Mr. Debbie noted that the
borough’s insurance provider had rec-
ommended the transition because of
the age of the equipment and the
Malware and other virus-detection
systems that Cloud computing pro-
vides.

Frank Masella, director of pool
operations for the Mountainside Com-
munity Pool, made a presentation
during which he advised that the Ber-
keley Heights pool had been pur-
chased by the YMCA. As a result,
that pool will be closed for the sum-
mer of 2019. Mr. Masella recom-
mended, and the council unanimously
agreed, that all residents of Berkeley
Heights be invited to join the Moun-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WINTER THAW...Ducks swim at Mindowaskin Pond where the water is half
frozen, half thawed after the temperatures rose to 60 degrees on Monday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SEE WHAT I SEE..Garwood Police Chief Jim Wright hands over a pair of long-
range binoculars to a child during Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco’s first “Break-
fast with the Mayor” held Saturday morning at Borough Hall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

750 Walnut Avenue
The school district’s net-positive

impact would be $2.1 million per
year, after full build out of the apart-
ments, based on his calculated
$14,179 cost per pupil in the public
schools. The school district’s cost per
pupil, he said, is $18,296 per the state
department of education, and approxi-
mately 77.5 percent of that cost is
funded by local property taxes, so
after extracting taxes he said the cost
per pupil for the project would be
$14,179.

Karl Pehnke, the traffic engineer
hired by Hartz Mountain, also re-
turned to provide an update of traffic
data based on a new survey con-
ducted on October 30, 2018. He said
the data showed a higher flow of
vehicular traffic heading northbound
on Walnut Avenue in the morning
than his previous counts, but he said
he felt it was an “anomaly.” Board
member Peter Taylor commented, “or
it could be reality.” The count was
524 versus 415 previously.

Mr. Pehnke said his conclusion is,
“we can design safe and proper ac-
cess into the site.”

He said the timing of the traffic
signal at the corner of Raritan Road
and Walnut Avenue could be changed

to accommodate an improved traffic
flow, as well as adding left-hand-turn
lanes on Walnut Avenue, heading to-
wards downtown Cranford, into the
property. The turning lanes would be
designed to hold 10 vehicles, he said.
Walnut Avenue would be widened to
accommodate the lanes, and would
be accommodated by using the land
at 750 Walnut Avenue and not the
residents’ properties across the street
on Walnut Avenue, Mr. Pehnke said.

The property is bordered by the
Conrail line on one side. “We do not
intend to connect to the residential
neighborhood across the rail line,”
said James Rhatican, the applicant’s
attorney, in response to a question
posed by resident Jim Carvalho. Mr.
Carvalho also asked why one of the
owners of the property was not listed
on the zoning application. Mr.
Rhatican said if one of the subsidiary
owners is not on the application, then
“it’s an oversight” and he would cor-
rect it.

Hartz Mountain will continue on
Wednesday, February 20, at 8 p.m.,
with a planning board workshop meet-
ing to be held at 7 p.m. The Cranford
Planning Board is to have its own
experts present at the 8 p.m. meeting.

Rec. Commission to Host
Chili, Chowder Cook Off

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission on Monday urged resi-
dents to pre-register early for the
town’s first annual Chili & Chowder
Cook Off, which will be held on Sun-
day, February 24, from 2 to 4 p.m., in
the Community Room located in the
municipal building.

The event, which is jointly spon-
sored with the town council, will fea-
ture dishes prepared by members of
the Westfield Police, Fire and Public
Works Departments and local busi-
nesses. The entrance fee is $5 and
registration is capped at 150.

In other business, commission mem-
bers unanimously voted in favor of
contributing $5,900 to the Westfield
Girls Softball League to help defray the
cost of resurfacing the infields and other
routine maintenance at Memorial Park
Fields One and Two. According to the
representatives from the League, Joel
Kamins and Joe Verga, the estimated
cost of the project is approximately
$14,000 and the League’s goal is to
have the fields ready for opening day.

Recreation Director Don Bogardus
provided a detailed overview of the
recently completed filter project at
Memorial Pool. According to Mr.
Bogardus, four of the five filters, which
are more than 30 years old, were suc-
cessfully repaired; however, the fifth
was too damaged and needed to be
replaced, which increased the total
cost of the project by approximately
$3,000. Commission members dis-
cussed the challenges of maintaining
the portions of the pool infrastructure
which are at the end of their useful life
and increasingly difficult and expen-

sive to service. They agreed the issue
would need to be considered as part of
future discussions regarding the capi-
tal budget for projects.

Mr. Bogardus also provided an up-
date on the status of the parks and
fields master plan project. He ad-
vised that the consultants had received
a large number of maps, surveys and
related materials and public meetings
seeking input from the community
and field user groups would be sched-
uled in the near future.

Commission Vice-Chairman Brad
Rothenberg provided a report regard-
ing the operations at the temporary
ice hockey rink located on the
Gumbert Park basketball courts. He
advised that as of the end of January,
15,000 people have been to the rink
and the average number of attendees
at the public sessions has been 100
people. Several events have included
the Adaptive Needs Skating nights
and events held by McKinley and
Wilson Elementary Schools.

To address ongoing concerns from
residents regarding excessive noise,
the rink’s owners have installed sound-
absorbing pads on the portion of the
rink facing Fourth Street and have
received approval from the state’s
Green Acres division to install a noise-
canceling curtain. The rink is sched-
uled to be dismantled on Friday,
March 1, and discussions regarding
whether it should be allowed to return
will begin shortly after that.

Commission Chairman Gary Fox
reminded the public that their input is
welcomed and advised that the date
of the yet to be scheduled meeting
where the rink will be discussed will
be well publicized.

Health Bd. to Address Sub.
Abuse, Ped. Safety in ’19

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Board of Health
President, Dr. Lawrence D.
Budnick, said Monday that the board
should focus on three broader pub-
lic health categories in 2019 for
promoting policy, sponsoring pub-
lic initiatives and providing infor-
mation to keep residents informed.
They are deterring teen substance
abuse and promoting and protect-
ing pedestrian safety, with the third
pertaining to a Westfield Board of
Health bylaw review.

Dr. Budnick said the board should
concentrate on deterring “teen nico-
tine use” within Westfield. Health
board member Sharon Dorry, a reg-
istered nurse, said the “vaping trend”
is rampant in Westfield High School.
Students who are athletes or who
are aware of the “dangers of smok-
ing tobacco” do not categorize
“vaping to be as dangerous,” stated
Ms. Dorry.

The vaping de-stigmatization has
led many teens to become addicted
to nicotine or the “vape,” Ms. Dorry
said.

“Even student athletes, I know,
have begun vaping and just cannot
quit,” Ms. Dorry said.

Ms. Dorry said the vaping trend
is hazardous to all teenagers in-
volved. However, the fact that even
students who are supposed to be or
are health conscious have begun the
trend without hesitation is defini-
tive to the lack of information about
“vaping hazards.”

Dr. Budnick said the town pass-
ing an ordinance barring flavored
vaporizers or “favored oils” (nico-
tine-filled vaporizer fluid) could
deter younger consumers from find-
ing the appeal. He said studies are
finding that teenagers who begin
vaporizing are “more likely” to
smoke cigarettes at an older age.

Programs have been enacted
within the Westfield school district
to “speak with middle-school-aged
children” about the dangers of
vaping and “why not to begin,”
stated Ms. Dorry. The “concept,”
she said, is to reach students before
they are introduced to vaping in
high school or have begun.

School administrators have dis-
covered vaping is more prevalent
amongst high-school students than
middle-school students, stated Ms.

Dorry.
Marijuana’s pending recreational

legalization in New Jersey will be a
second focus for the board of health
as it applies to substance-abuse de-
terrence, stated Dr. Budnick. Health
Officer Megan Avallone said the
problem is that there is not enough
information surrounding the nefari-
ous side effects of marijuana abuse
amongst any cohorts.

Dr. Budnick stated that from
“what he has read,” automotive ac-
cidents in “legalized (marijuana)
states” have “increased 6 percent.”

 Westfield Board of Health Vice-
President Elizabeth Talmont said
law enforcement will police intoxi-
cated drivers similarly to those in-
toxicated on prescription medica-
tions. Law enforcement’s ability to
detect “high drivers” is hindered as
no formal or accurate test exists,
stated Ms. Talmont.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
said Mayor Shelley Brindle and the
town council will discuss ways to
keep marijuana dispensaries from
operating in the downtown busi-
ness district. Councilwoman Neylan
stated that to her knowledge ordi-
nances “have already been passed”
prohibiting marijuana-oriented
businesses.

Dr. Budnick said the board also
must remain vigilant on the opioid
epidemic by continuing to assist
parents, community leaders and all
involved in identifying the warning
signs of opioid addiction and locat-
ing programs to help those addicted.

On the pedestrian safety goal,
board member Thomas K. O’Neill
said, “Promoting pedestrians walk-
ing more leads to healthier living.”

Dr. Budnick said the board’s by-
laws are more significant to future
board operations than dealing with
the public. However, he said keep-
ing efficient operations and the
board’s actions significant to the
community through effective “by-
law considerations” will benefit
Westfield residents for years to
come.

struction of less expensive homes in
Westfield.

The 24 properties proposed for an
RS-16 zone designation include New
England Drive residences listed at 808,
818, 834, 854, 870, 902, 908, 924,
940, 956, 897, 885, 873, 857, 841,
825, 809, 955, 945, 935 and 925.

Residences at 1065 and 1061 Lam-
berts Mill Road, as well as 11 Willow
Grove Parkway, are included as per
neighborhood layouts, said Mr. Sammet.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Re-Zoning

Westfield Board of Ed. Interviews
Board Candidates for Vacancies

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Work on the reno-
vation of Kehler Stadium has started
with the removal of the metal bleach-
ers, the stadium owners were told this
week.

The Westfield Board of Education
heard that the $1.5-million project,
which should have been completed
last year, had finally got off the ground
following delays caused by legal pro-
ceedings.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Board Presi-
dent Peggy Oster thanked Audrey
Zavitz, principal of Lincoln School,
which backs onto the stadium, for
keeping the parents of her kindergar-
ten pupils informed about the work.

On another matter, board members
had been hard at work for more than
three hours prior to the meeting inter-
viewing candidates to fill two vacant
positions on the board.

Sixteen people had applied to fill
the vacancies created by the resigna-
tions of Charles Ostroff and Lynn
Benner.

According to Mary Ann McGann,
coordinator of school and commu-
nity relations, the board will likely
vote to approve two new board mem-
bers at its next board meeting on
Tuesday, February 26.

The new board members will be
appointed by the board to fill those
positions until the next election in
November 2019.

tainside Pool this summer at the resi-
dent member rate.

In addition, Mr. Masella indicated
he had been approached by represen-
tatives from the Westfield Y’s swim
team who asked the borough to con-
sider allowing the team to rent the
Mountainside Pool for its early-morn-
ing summer practices. The council
asked Mr. Masella to keep borough
officials updated. Mr. Masella also
explained that several borough resi-
dents had asked for a new category of
membership which would consist of
two adult residents and would cost
$325 a season. The council agreed
and asked Mr. Masella to prepare a
resolution regarding same for con-
sideration during the Tuesday, Febru-
ary 19 public meeting.

In other business, the governing
body voted to approve a raffle applica-
tion from Benjamin Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield to contribute
$300 to Governor Livingston High
School’s Project Graduation, and to
authorize the Mountainside Fire De-
partment to apply for a New Jersey
State Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside

Mayor Brindle and the council
noted that “strategic drivers” or cat-
egorized priorities will remain in
the administration’s focus while
“demonstrating fiscal responsibil-
ity” during the implementation pro-
cess.

The “strategic drivers” include
strengthening communication capa-
bilities, prioritizing infrastructure
and safety, enhancing services and
operating efficiencies, and improv-
ing economic development and
community engagement.

Westfield is considering assist-
ing residents with sidewalk repairs
by “splitting the cost” with resi-
dents, stated Ms. Habgood. The
sidewalk in front of a resident’s
home is the resident’s responsibil-
ity currently. The project, if enacted

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Budget
Process Begins with Forum

or approved, could be one munici-
pal effort in assisting residents, she
said.

The funding assistance would
incentivize homeowners to improve
neighborhood infrastructure, pro-
tect pedestrians and increase their
long-term home values, stated Ms.
Habgood.

The finance committee is open to
residents offering “new revenue
stream suggestions” not including
increased taxes, stated Ms.
Habgood.

The finance committee will re-
view each department’s budget re-
quests within the municipal pur-
view in upcoming weeks, stated Ms.
Habgood.  A finalized municipal
budget will be introduced on Tues-
day, March 26.

SP Council Faces Increased
Budget Expenditures In ’19

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for  The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – After four
years of essentially flat municipal
budgets, the township council this
year faces a less certain environment
as it starts to finalize a 2019 spending
plan that could include an increase in
municipal property taxes, according
to Township Manager Al Mirabella.

At a four-hour budget meeting on
Monday, the council and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Ted Georgiou met
with the heads of the police and fire
departments, the township library and
the directors of the construction, en-
gineering, recreation and public works
departments to discuss their spend-
ing requests.

Since 2015, township expenditures
have not increased significantly while
the municipal portion of the property
tax levy has been similarly flat. It
currently stands at $1.507 per 4100
of assessed property value. But Mr.
Mirabella told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that a $218,000 in-
crease in pension obligations — an
amount equal to about two tax points
— will need to be considered as this
year’s budget is finalized in the com-
ing weeks. Furthermore, increased
investments in public safety, includ-
ing more police and fire personnel,
and a possible new branch and brush
pickup in the fall are also affecting
spending and tax decisions. “It will
be more of a challenge” to keep ex-
penditures down this year, he said.

“After four years, there are things
out of our control that we have to deal
with,” Mr. Mirabella said, while add-
ing that the overall operating budget
and township employees’ salaries will

be “relatively flat” this year.
The council plans to introduce the

2019 budget on Tuesday, March 19,
with a public hearing and vote set for
Tuesday, April 16. Mr. Mirabella said
this year’s budget process started last
September when the various depart-
ments submitted their spending needs,
which were then reviewed by the
manager, Deputy Manager Margaret
Heisey and Mr. Georgiou.

Last year’s budget totaled about
$25.7 million, which besides some
$15 million in property taxes was
funded by about $3.4 million of mu-
nicipal surplus, $4.9 million from
various miscellaneous sources includ-
ing construction code fees and $2.227
million in state aid, which the town-
ship is seeking to see increased, Mr.
Mirabella told The Times.

The council will also be considering
this year’s proposed $2.7-million capi-
tal budget, which Mr. Mirabella said
will “likely be pared down” by the
council prior to its adoption in the spring.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THIS WEATHER IS FOR THE DOGS...Despite the below freezing tempera-
tures, this lady and her dog are out for a run last weekend along the path at
Mindowaskin Pond in Westfield.

See it on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
HEART HEALTHY...The mayors of Scotch Plains and Fanwood kicked off the annual Go Red for Women's Heart Health
Fair, held at the Jewish Community Center of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains last Saturday. Event organizer, Fanwood's
Melissa Padulsky, pictured at  left,  owner of Little Hearts Big World CPR Instruction, brought together health advocates
from Union County and the American Heart Association along with healthy food and a variety of regional vendors for an
event that had something for everyone. Pictured at right is Union County Health Director Annie McNair.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ACCIDENT SCENE...No one was injured in this single-car crash that blew out
the front window of a van that landed on its side around 2 p.m. on Monday in
Scotch Plains. The unidentified female driver said she just did not know what
happened, stating, “it’s all a blur.” Local police and the Scotch Plains Fire
Department were on the scene cordoning off the road near Cooper Road.

Courtesy of Scoutmaster Seth Brugger
COMMUNITY SERVICE LESSON...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr recently
met with members of Scout Pack 277 Webelos Arrow of Light Den. The boys
learned about community leadership and earned their community service badges.
Pictured with Mayor Mahr, from left to right, are: Noah Brugger, Max Pressman,
Danny Zuberko and Ethan Fellen.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
HOP TO IT...Wellness Director Deborah Price of the Jewish Community Center
of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains leads an excercise session at last Saturday’s
Go Red for Women's Heart Health Fair. The event brought together health
advocates from Union County and the American Heart Association along with
healthy food and a variety of regional vendors.

Scotch Plains Receives
Redevelopment Proposals

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Three pro-
posals for redeveloping four publicly-
owned parcels in the central business
district were received and opened
last week, and township profession-
als will now spend the next several
weeks reviewing the documents be-
fore the downtown redevelopment
committee reviews and discusses the
proposals.

Township officials formally opened
the bids on Friday, and Redevelop-
ment Coordinator Thomas Strowe
said it is expected the redevelopment
committee will briefly discuss the
three proposals at its monthly meet-
ing next Wednesday, February 13,
but will not take a bigger role until
after the preliminary evaluations are
completed.

The redevelopment plan endorsed
last fall by the township council cen-
ters on the township-owned proper-
ties where the municipal building, the
firehouse and the library are located,
as well as the parking lots adjacent to

the municipal building and library,
behind the stores that front Park Av-
enue and the parking lot behind the
row of businesses on East Second
Street adjacent to the CVS drug store.
Redevelopment of these properties is
expected to result in about 48,000
square feet of new retail and office
space, more than 1,400 new parking
spots and 177 new housing units, 35
of which will be set aside as afford-
able-housing units.

Mr. Strowe told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that submissions were
received from Advance Realty Inves-
tors, a Bedminster-based developer
that has been involved in similar-type
redevelopment projects in Harrison
and Bridgewater; A. Gonsosa Devel-
opment from Springfield, and Arkade
Residential Holdings, a Plainfield-
based residential developer.

He said that “nothing surprising”
was seen in his initial look at the
proposals, adding that the township
will interview the three developers
and then ask the committee, probably
next month, to weigh in.

Board of Ed. Talks About STEM
Grant; Thanked By PTAs

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – To start the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting held last Thurs-
day evening, K-12 District Science
Supervisor Guida Faria talked about
the Union County Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math
(STEM) grant that was received
through Union County. According
to a listing from the county, the
district received a total of $1,800 to
be split between three projects.

The first, according to Ms. Faria,
is a 3D printer for the Park Middle
School’s extracurricular after-
school club, in the amount of $800.
The second is for a fossil dig en-
titled “Written in Stone: A Geologic
History of New Jersey,” for $500,
also slated for students at Park

Middle School. The third is for an
aquaponics aquarium program at
Terrill Middle School, in the amount
of $500.

According to Ms. Faria and ar-
ticles from the Internet, aquaponics
refers to any system that combines
conventional aquaculture (raising
aquatic animals such as snails, fish
and crayfish) with hydroponics (cul-
tivating plants with water) in a sym-
biotic environment.

It was further explained that nor-
mal excretions from the animals be-
ing raised can accumulate in water,
therefore increasing toxicity. How-
ever, in an aquaponics system, wa-
ter from an aquaculture system is
fed to a hydroponic system where
the byproducts are broken down by
nitrifying bacteria, initially into ni-
trates, which are then utilized by the
plants as food. The water is then
recirculated back to the aquacul-
ture system.

Another presentation was made
by Regina Gannon, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Parent Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA) president, who, along
with all the PTA school presidents,
honored members of the board of
education in appreciation of their

volunteer efforts to the district.
Ms. Gannon noted that January

was designated as School Board
Appreciation Month and that cur-
rently there are 581 school districts
in New Jersey. She said there are
approximately 2,500 public schools
serving 1.4 million New Jersey stu-
dents. She also noted that the tradi-
tion of the district’s PTAs honoring
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
board members dates back to 2010.

In her presentation to the board
she stated, “We wanted to publicly
thank you for your hard work and
volunteerism.”

Each member of the board was
then given a small token of appre-
ciation by the president of each
school in the district.

Board members also adopted a
resolution honoring February as
Black History Month, in recogni-
tion of the civil, social and religious
contributions made by African-
Americans, including residents of
both Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Febru-
ary 21, at 7:30 p.m., in the adminis-
tration building at Cedar Street and
Evergreen Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Urges Congress
To Support Gun Control

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – In support of a reso-
lution urging Congress to support gun-
control measures, members of the
borough council put together a reso-
lution and discussed it at Monday’s
governing body meeting.

The Fanwood resolution is in sup-
port of a previous resolution drafted
and adopted in the fall by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
to support gun control on a national
level.

According to the resolution, mem-
bers of Congress are asked to enact a
ban on the sale, importation, transfer
and ownership of “assault firearms”
(as defined in New Jersey Law at
N.J.S.A. Section 2C:39-1-w as in-
cluding a semi-automatic shotgun
with either a magazine capacity ex-
ceeding six rounds, a pistol grip, or a
folding stock, a semi-automatic rifle
with a fixed magazine capacity ex-
ceeding 15 rounds; a part or combi-
nation of parts designed or intended
to convert a firearm into an assault
firearm or any combination of parts
from which an assault firearm may be
readily assembled if those parts are in
possession or under the control of the
same person and a firearm with a
bump stock attached.)

Also, a buy back program for re-
ducing the number of assault firearms
and raising the minimum age for own-
ing a gun from 18 to 21 years old is
outlined in the resolution.

In addition, the resolution asks for
adoption of requirements for thor-
ough background checks for all gun
purchases without loopholes and thus
including private transactions and gun
show sales. The resolution also sup-
ports funding gun-violence research.

Council members also discussed
approving new fire department mem-
bers Dante V. Clausen, Nicholas
Tripoldi and Adam Miksis.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed the borough’s readiness to go
out for bid to make the entranceway

Sewer Rates to Increase to
Fund Pump Station Upgrades

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Municipal
sewer utility rates are set to increase
this year for the first time in 10 years
due to a need to upgrade two aging
pump stations on the south side of
town.

Township Engineer Bob Lynes
briefed the township council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday, say-
ing that “significant improvements”
are needed at the two facilities located
on Lamberts Mill Road and Raritan
Road, both of which are 25 years old,
and estimated that an additional
$180,000 in revenue will be needed to
finance the project. Besides the up-

grades, the township also is facing an
increase in fees paid to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
recommended that the rates be ad-
justed “minimally” to finance the
work. Sewer utility rates have been
level in the 10 years since the utility
was established amidst a municipal
budget crunch in 2009 and separated
from the general township budget.
Instead of sewer fees being incorpo-
rated into the general budget and paid
via the overall property-tax levy,
homeowners and businesses have
been billed since 2009 for their actual
sewage use. Mr. Lynes said stable
rates for such a lengthy time was

“unheard of” for most communities.
Mr. Lynes estimated that most of

the 7,000-plus households in town
will see an annual increase in their
base sewer rate of $15 to $20. Mayor
Alexander Smith said that while it
was “unfortunate” that rates have to
be increased, “it’s something we have
to do” to pay for the pump station
upgrades.

In a related move, the council passed
a resolution authorizing Investors Bank
to accept sewer utility payments start-
ing on Saturday, June 1.

The council passed a resolution
urging the state to restore funding to
municipalities from local energy taxes
on gas and electric utilities that were
originally collected by local govern-
ments and used for local purposes.
Mayor Smith explained that in the
mid-2000s, the state decided to col-
lect the tax revenue itself and then 10
years ago decided to keep a large part
of the revenue for state use.

“We’ve never recouped the full
amount” of revenue that Scotch Plains
should have been entitled to, the mayor
said, estimating the amount to be in
the neighborhood of several hundred
thousand dollars. “This kind of rev-
enue would be helpful.”

The council also approved a resolu-
tion backing the addition of a NJ Tran-
sit bus stop along Martine Avenue at
Country Club Boulevard eastbound
and Lake Avenue westbound. Another
resolution was passed appointing
Rutland “Skip” Paal as fire official.
Councilman Ted Spera, the council’s
liaison to the fire department, said Mr.
Paal had done an “excellent job.”

Earlier in the meeting, a Westfield
Road resident complained about the
possibility of LED signs being placed
in front of schools along Westfield
Road, saying it would affect the resi-
dential character of the neighborhood.
“This is supposed to be suburban
Scotch Plains,” she said, adding that
she did not want to see “lighted signs
every time I pull in my driveway.”
She also sarcastically called the signs
“a great use of public funds.”

At the start of the meeting, Mat-
thew Akins, a seventh-grade student
at Holy Trinity Academy, read an
essay he wrote about Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Councilman Spera

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Correction
A page one story in the January 24

edition of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on coverage of the
January Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission meeting incorrectly reported
department budget figures. The ar-
ticle should have reported that the
2018 Easter Egg Hunt cost $81 more
than the previous year’s event, and
brings in zero dollars in revenue. The
summer park program made about
$1,600 less than the previous year.
The Movies in the Park series cost
about $60 more than the previous
year, and brings in $0 in revenue. The
5K Race made $7,400 more than in
2017. Halloween festivities cost $14
more than in 2017 and the Holiday
Celebration cost $123 more than in
2017. The senior programs cost
$1,994.74.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
GO RED!...Somerset Patriots’ mascot Sparkee has a hug for Melissa Padulsky at
Saturday’s Go Red for Women's Heart Health Fair held at the Jewish Community
Center of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING WOMEN’S HEALTH...Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr attend Saturday's Go Red for Women’s Heart
Health Month event at the Jewish Community Center on Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The program was held to raise awareness about women's heart
health. Heart disease is the number-one killer of women (and men) in the U.S.

Health Bd. to Address Sub.
Abuse, Ped. Safety in ’19

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Board of Health
President, Dr. Lawrence D. Budnick,
said Monday that the board should
focus on three broader public health
categories in 2019 for promoting
policy, sponsoring public initiatives
and providing information to keep resi-
dents informed. They are deterring
teen substance abuse and promoting
and protecting pedestrian safety, with
the third pertaining to a Westfield Board
of Health bylaw review.

Dr. Budnick said the board should
concentrate on deterring “teen nico-
tine use” within Westfield. Health
board member Sharon Dorry, a regis-
tered nurse, said the “vaping trend” is
rampant in Westfield High School.
Students who are athletes or who are
aware of the “dangers of smoking to-
bacco” do not categorize “vaping to
be as dangerous,” stated Ms. Dorry.

The vaping de-stigmatization has
led many teens to become addicted to
nicotine or the “vape,” Ms. Dorry said.

“Even student athletes, I know, have
begun vaping and just cannot quit,”
Ms. Dorry said.

Ms. Dorry said the vaping trend is
hazardous to all teenagers involved.
However, the fact that even students
who are supposed to be or are health
conscious have begun the trend with-
out hesitation is definitive to the lack
of information about “vaping hazards.”

Dr. Budnick said the town passing an
ordinance barring flavored vaporizers
or “favored oils” (nicotine-filled va-
porizer fluid) could deter younger con-
sumers from finding the appeal. He
said studies are finding that teenagers
who begin vaporizing are “more likely”
to smoke cigarettes at an older age.

Programs have been enacted within
the Westfield school district to “speak
with middle-school-aged children”
about the dangers of vaping and “why
not to begin,” stated Ms. Dorry. The
“concept,” she said, is to reach stu-
dents before they are introduced to
vaping in high school or have begun.

School administrators have discov-

ered vaping is more prevalent amongst
high-school students than middle-
school students, stated Ms. Dorry.

Marijuana’s pending recreational
legalization in New Jersey will be a
second focus for the board of health as
it applies to substance-abuse deter-
rence, stated Dr. Budnick. Health Of-
ficer Megan Avallone said the prob-
lem is that there is not enough informa-
tion surrounding the nefarious side
effects of marijuana abuse amongst
any cohorts.

Dr. Budnick stated that from “what
he has read,” automotive accidents in
“legalized (marijuana) states” have
“increased 6 percent.”

 Westfield Board of Health Vice-
President Elizabeth Talmont said law
enforcement will police intoxicated
drivers similarly to those intoxicated
on prescription medications. Law
enforcement’s ability to detect “high
drivers” is hindered as no formal or
accurate test exists, stated Ms. Talmont.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan said
Mayor Shelley Brindle and the town
council will discuss ways to keep mari-
juana dispensaries from operating in
the downtown business district. Coun-
cilwoman Neylan stated that to her
knowledge ordinances “have already
been passed” prohibiting marijuana-
oriented businesses.

Dr. Budnick said the board also
must remain vigilant on the opioid
epidemic by continuing to assist par-
ents, community leaders and all in-
volved in identifying the warning signs
of opioid addiction and locating pro-
grams to help those addicted.

On the pedestrian safety goal, board
member Thomas K. O’Neill said, “Pro-
moting pedestrians walking more leads
to healthier living.”

Dr. Budnick said the board’s bylaws
are more significant to future board
operations than dealing with the pub-
lic. However, he said keeping efficient
operations and the board’s actions sig-
nificant to the community through ef-
fective “bylaw considerations” will
benefit Westfield residents for years to
come.

SP Council Faces Increased
Budget Expenditures In ’19

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After four
years of essentially flat municipal
budgets, the township council this
year faces a less certain environment
as it starts to finalize a 2019 spending
plan that could include an increase in
municipal property taxes, according
to Township Manager Al Mirabella.

At a four-hour budget meeting on
Monday, the council and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Ted Georgiou met
with the heads of the police and fire
departments and the township library
along with the directors of the con-
struction, engineering, recreation and
public works departments to discuss
their spending requests.

Since 2015, township expenditures
have not increased significantly while
the municipal portion of the prop-
erty-tax levy has been similarly flat. It
currently stands at $1.507 per $4,100
of assessed property value. But Mr.
Mirabella told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that a $218,000 in-
crease in pension obligations — an
amount equal to about two tax points
— will need to be considered as this
year’s budget is finalized in the com-
ing weeks. Furthermore, increased
investments in public safety, includ-
ing more police and fire personnel,
and a possible new branch and brush

pickup in the fall, also are affecting
spending and tax decisions. “It will
be more of a challenge” to keep ex-
penditures down this year, he said.

“After four years, there are things
out of our control that we have to deal
with,” Mr. Mirabella said, while add-
ing that the overall operating budget
and township employees’ salaries will
be “relatively flat” this year.

The council plans to introduce the
2019 budget on Tuesday, March 19,
with a public hearing and vote set for
Tuesday, April 16. Mr. Mirabella said
this year’s budget process started last
September when the various depart-
ments submitted their spending needs,
which were then reviewed by the
manager, Deputy Manager Margaret
Heisey and Mr. Georgiou.

Last year’s budget totaled about
$25.7 million, which besides some
$15 million in property taxes was
funded by about $3.4 million of mu-
nicipal surplus, $4.9 million from
various miscellaneous sources includ-
ing construction code fees and $2.227
million in state aid, which the town-
ship is seeking to see increased, Mr.
Mirabella told The Times.

The council also will be considering
this year’s proposed $2.7-million capi-
tal budget, which Mr. Mirabella said
will “likely be pared down” by the
council prior to its adoption in the spring.

Hartz Planner: Twp. to See
$2.76 Mil. In Tax Revenue
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Updated demo-
graphic data and the costs and revenue
associated with the rezoning applica-
tion for 750 Walnut Avenue, where the
owner, Hartz Mountain, seeks to con-
vert commercial and industrial uses to
a residential zone for 905 planned apart-
ments, was provided Wednesday to the
planning board by planner Keenan
Hughes, an expert in planning hired by
Hartz Mountain. He said the munici-
pality and school district in total would
see a $2.76-million net-positive impact
in tax revenue on a yearly basis as a
result of the apartment complex.

The municipality would see
$660,000 in tax revenue yearly, based
on Mr. Hughes’ projections, while
the school district would see $2.1
million in tax revenue yearly.

In terms of the impact to the public
schools, a range of 100 to 135 public-
school children was projected to be
moving into the 905 apartments, Mr.
Hughes calculated based on two differ-
ent methodologies. He took data from
apartment complexes in Cranford —
Riverfront at Cranford Station,
Woodmont Station at Cranford, and
Cranford Crossing. Those comparisons
yielded 52 public-school children in
phase 1 of the construction, and 110
public-school children at full build out.
He also used a statewide Rutgers study
updated in November 2018 that fo-
cused on multi-family housing, he said.
Mr. Hughes, in his application of the
Rutgers methodology, yielded 70 at
phase 1 and 135 public-school children
at full build out. He said he took the data
from the Rutgers study, which showed
school-age children (which includes
children who may not be attending
public schools), and calculated out 85
percent, which is the percentage of
children in the Cranford community
who attend the public schools. He also
noted that about 40 to 50 percent of
children in multi-family developments
typically are in the Kindergarten to
grade 5 age range per statewide popu-
lation studies.

Chris Chapman, a planning board
member, asked, “if that larger popu-
lation is going to that one school
facility, it would have a larger impact
on that one school facility?”

“There may be some other solution
provided by the school district; I don’t
know,” Mr. Hughes said. The town-
ship currently has neighborhood
schools for grades K to 8 in the com-
munity, and in this area of the township
that property would either be in the
Walnut/Livingston Avenue School or
the Hillside Avenue School district.

In comparison to Mr. Hughes’ school-
population impacts, a study conducted
by Ross Haber Associates, which was
hired by the school district, estimated
353 students would enter the school
system at the project’s full build out, as
outlined in a report dated May 2018.

In Mr. Hughes’ opinion, he said
empirical evidence is the best resource

to identify projections. Statewide and
regional data, he said, sometimes are
difficult to control.

In his calculations for the fiscal-
impact analysis, Mr. Hughes said both
the municipality and the school dis-
trict would experience a net-positive
impact by Hartz Mountain’s 905
apartments proposed when consider-
ing his projections of total population
added by the 905 apartments. He es-
timated that there woudl be a total
population of 1,622 residents at full
build out. In terms of public school
populaton, he estimated 110 public
school children, using empirical data.

The school district’s net-positive
impact would be $2.1 million per year,
after full build out of the apartments,
based on his calculated $14,179 cost
per pupil in the public schools. The
school district’s cost per pupil, he said,
is $18,296 per the state department of
education, and approximately 77.5 per-
cent of that cost is funded by local
property taxes, so after extracting taxes
he said the cost per pupil for the project
would be $14,179.

Karl Pehnke, the traffic engineer hired
by Hartz Mountain, also returned to
provide an update of traffic data based
on a new survey conducted on October
30, 2018. He said the data showed a
higher flow of vehicular traffic heading
northbound on Walnut Avenue in the
morning than his previous counts, but
he said he felt it was an “anomaly.”
Board member Peter Taylor com-
mented, “or it could be reality.” The
count was 524 versus 415 previously.

Mr. Pehnke said his conclusion is,
“we can design safe and proper ac-
cess into the site.”

He said the timing of the traffic
signal at the corner of Raritan Road
and Walnut Avenue could be changed
to accommodate an improved traffic
flow, as well as adding left-hand-turn
lanes on Walnut Avenue, heading to-
wards downtown Cranford, into the
property. The turning lanes would be
designed to hold 10 vehicles, he said.
Walnut Avenue would be widened to
accommodate the lanes, and would be
accommodated by using the land at
750 Walnut Avenue and not the resi-
dents’ properties across the street on
Walnut Avenue, Mr. Pehnke said.

The property is bordered by the
Conrail line on one side. “We do not
intend to connect to the residential
neighborhood across the rail line,”
said James Rhatican, the applicant’s
attorney, in response to a question
posed by resident Jim Carvalho. Mr.
Carvalho also asked why one of the
owners of the property was not listed
on the zoning application. Mr. Rhatican
said if one of the subsidiary owners is
not on the application, then “it’s an
oversight” and he would correct it.

Hartz Mountain will continue on
Wednesday, February 20, at 8 p.m.,
with a planning board workshop meet-
ing to be held at 7 p.m. The Cranford
Planning Board is to have its own
experts present at the 8 p.m. meeting.

read a proclamation congratulating
Scotch Plains Music Center on Park
Avenue on its 50th anniversary. The
mayor read a proclamation declaring
February as American Heart Month.

Mountainside Discusses
2019 Capital Projects

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council discussed the scope of the
municipality’s capital projects at its
work meeting on Tuesday. Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli explained that a tempo-
rary capital budget was necessary be-
cause of the time constraints imposed
by the terms of the community’s bonds.
The mayor anticipates the final budget
for 2019 will be introduced in March
and adopted in April.

Infrastructure improvements, which
will be funded, include phase four of
the storm-sewer upgrade project, ap-
proximately $40,000 for pothole re-
pair, and paving Barton Drive and Par-
tridge Road. Additionally, a new sound
and video system will be installed in the
municipal courtroom. The new system
will allow prisoners to be arraigned via
a live video feed to the Union County
jail rather than transporting them to the
jail located in Elizabeth.

In addition, the entire municipal com-
puter system, including the seven serv-
ers, and the systems used by the finance
and police departments, will be up-
graded. According to Borough Admin-
istrator James Debbie, all of the data
and systems will be moved to the Cloud.
Mr. Debbie noted that the borough’s
insurance provider had recommended
the transition because of the age of the
equipment and the Malware and other
virus-detection systems that Cloud com-
puting provides.

Frank Masella, director of pool op-
erations for the Mountainside Com-
munity Pool, made a presentation dur-
ing which he advised that the Berkeley
Heights pool had been purchased by
the YMCA. As a result, that pool will
be closed for the summer of 2019. Mr.
Masella recommended, and the coun-
cil unanimously agreed, that all resi-
dents of Berkeley Heights be invited
to join the Mountainside Pool this
summer at the resident member rate.

In addition, Mr. Masella indicated
he had been approached by represen-
tatives from the Westfield Y’s swim
team who asked the borough to con-

sider allowing the team to rent the
Mountainside Pool for its early-morn-
ing summer practices. The council
asked Mr. Masella to keep borough
officials updated. Mr. Masella also
explained that several borough resi-
dents had asked for a new category of
membership which would consist of
two adult residents and would cost
$325 a season. The council agreed and
asked Mr. Masella to prepare a resolu-
tion regarding same for consideration
during the Tuesday, February 19 pub-
lic meeting.

In other business, the governing
body voted to approve a raffle applica-
tion from Benjamin Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield to contribute
$300 to Governor Livingston High
School’s Project Graduation, and to
authorize the Mountainside Fire De-
partment to apply for a New Jersey
State Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

from Borough Hall to the Carriage
House compliant with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA). Cur-
rently, the accessibility standards are
not being met and the entranceway is
not easily accessible for the disabled.

A proclamation recognizing Feb-
ruary as Black History Month in the
borough was read and accepted.

The next Fanwood council meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, Febru-
ary 19, at 7 p.m., at Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue.
The meeting is on Tuesday due to the
Presidents’ Day holiday on Monday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Middlesex Prosecutor Won’t
Bring Charges Against Alvarez
A second prosecutor’s office has

declined to bring charges against a
former a Phil Murphy administration
official Al Alvarez who was accused
of sexual assault against Katie Brennan
during the 2017 campaign, citing “a
lack of credible evidence and cor-
roboration that a crime was commit-
ted,” according to a Gannett report.

The Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office’s decision fol-
lows Hudson Prosecutor’s decision
not to prosecute Mr. Alvarez.

Ms. Brennan is chief of staff at the
New Jersey Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency. Prior to his resigna-
tion, Mr. Alvarez was chief of staff of
the New Jersey Schools Develop-
ment Authority.

Ms. Brennan, who came forward
late last year with a rape allegation
against Mr. Alvarez, filed suit  in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Mer-
cer County, on January 7 against the
State of New Jersey and Mr. Alvarez.

Guadagno Declines Request to
Run for State Assembly Seat

Former Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno has been asked by Repub-
licans to run for State Assembly in the
13th Legislative District which cov-
ers 16 Monmouth County towns, ac-
cording to the Facebook group
Monmouth Matters. She “has politely
turned down the overtures, citing fam-
ily issues and her commitment to her
job as a partner as at the Connell
Foley law firm,” according to report.
Assemblywoman Amy Handlin, a
Republican, is not seeking reelec-
tion.
Lawmakers Warn of Impact $15
Min. Wage Will Have on Budget

Senator Declan O’Scanlon and
Assemblywoman DiMaso (both R-
13th, Holmdel) warned fellow law-
makers that the increase in the state’s
minimum wage to $15 an hour, ap-
proved by the Legislature and signed
by Governor Phil Murphy, might
have severe, unintended conse-
quences.

“The impact this minimum wage
legislation could have on the state
budget, and further, the entire state
economy, cannot be understated here.
The Senate President confirmed
[January 28] that the cost is anywhere
from $300 to $600 million on the
budget. How can we possibly talk
about adding that kind of expense to

our budget when we already have a
massive budget hole? It’s irrespon-
sible,” Asm. O’Scanlon said.

“A large number of these residents
are reliant on programs like Medicaid,
Food Stamps, and utility assistance. If
you rapidly increase someone’s pay to
$10 an hour in the next year and assume
there isn’t any impact to their number of
hours or job safety, something we know
will happen due to the devastating im-
pact on small businesses, then those
workers won’t be eligible for lower cost
health benefits through the Medicaid
expansion,” Asw. DiMaso added.

“Any increase to their income is
going to be eaten up by their net losses
from Medicaid and other assistance
programs. You can do the simple math
here and realize a $2-per-hour increase
gives a full-time worker another $300
a month before taxes. Maybe, they
now need $100 a month for health
insurance, because they lost $100 from
food stamps, and $50 from utility as-
sistance. After taxes they are still go-
ing to be struggling to pay their bills
and could possibly be worse off finan-
cially than they were before. You’re
going to wind up with even longer
lines at food pantries if you aren’t
careful,” Asm. O’Scanlon added.

Vitale Applauds Signing
Of Mininum Wage Law

Senator Joe Vitale, a co-sponsor of
the legislation (S-15/A-15) to increase
the mininum wage, released a state-
ment after Governor Phil Murohy
signed the new law.

“This will put New Jersey on a
steady path to a $15 minimum wage,
giving lower-wage workers a raise
they need and deserve. Raising the
minimum wage means raising the liv-
ing wage, giving hard working people
a greater ability to support themselves
and their families and to improve
their standard of living.

“Trying to pay a heating bill, fill a
prescription or simply buy groceries
can be an incredible challenge for
those earning a low wage. No one
who works full time should live in
poverty and every worker deserves
the right to build a better life,” Sen.
Vitale said. “Many minimum-wage
workers are often employed in ser-
vice jobs in the healthcare sector that
are vital to the care of the most vul-
nerable and in jobs that serve the
public. They deserve a fair wage that
respects the dignity of their labor and
the value of their work.”

Funniest Lawyer in New Jersey

Jon Bramnick to open at

Catch a Rising Star in Princeton

Friday, February 15th 2019

Catch a Rising Star Comedy Club

at the Hyatt Regency Princeton

102 Carnegie Center on US1 North

Princeton, NJ 08540

Buy tickets online: www.catcharisingstar.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR TRUSTED ADVERTISERS

Daryl Palmieri, Gen. Chrystal
Join UCC Bd. of Trustees

NEW UCC TRUSTEES...General Edward J. Chrystal and Daryl Palmieri were
sworn in as new members of the Union County College Board of Trustees at the
Trustees January 22 meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County
College Board of Trustees Chairman Victor M. Richel,  General Chrystal, Mr.
Palmieri, and Union President Margaret M. McMenamin.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
DISPATCH SERVICES...Union County Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded,
a resident of Westfield, recently toured the Union County Public Safety Regional
Dispatch Center with Public Safety Director Andrew Moran. The Regional
Dispatch Center facility is located in the county's Ralph J. Froehlich Public Safety
Building in Westfield. It opened in October 2012 and provides public safety
dispatch services for 12 Union County municipalities, and 24 agencies including
police, fire, EMS, and hospital-based paramedics.  Also in the photo is Union
County dispatcher, Carmen Malave (sitting).

CRANFORD – At the January 22,
meeting of the Union County College
Board of Trustees, Daryl Palmieri
and General Edward J. Chrystal, Jr.,
both of Scotch Plains, were sworn in
as trustees. Union County College
Board of Trustees Chairman Victor
M. Richel welcomed Mr. Palmieri
and General Chrystal to the meeting
and initiated their swearing in.

Mr. Palmieri is the interim execu-
tive superintendent of Union County
Schools. In this position, he works for
the New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation and oversees the Union County
Office of Education. The county
office’s responsibilities include per-
forming onsite evaluations of school
districts every three years in accor-
dance with the New Jersey Quality
Single Accountability Continuum
(NJQSAC), reviewing and approv-
ing district budgets, and reviewing
and approving district administrative
contracts.

Mr. Palmieri has been a physical
education teacher for 17 years and
has served as head coach for the boys’
basketball team at Westfield High
School since 2011.

He holds a master’s degree in edu-
cational administration and supervi-
sion from Kean University, and a
Bachelor of Science degree from
Manhattan College in physical edu-
cation. At Manhattan College, he was
a member of the men’s basketball
team and Phi Epsilon Kappa National
Honors Fraternity for Physical Edu-
cation.

General Chrystal is a Brigadier
General for the New Jersey Army
National Guard. As Brigadier Gen-
eral, he was responsible for the man-
agement of the response and support
operations during Hurricanes Irma,
Harvey, Sandy, Irene, Katrina, and
Floyd. For his work, he received
multiple accolades including the
Bronze Star Service Medal and the
Meritorious Service Award.

General Chrystal is employed by
the New Jersey Department of Mili-
tary and Veterans Affairs as the super-
intendent for Veterans Haven North,
a New Jersey state transitional facil-
ity for homeless veterans. He is re-
sponsible for more than 100 residents
and a staff of counselors, kitchen and
maintenance workers, and members
of the administration. Previously,
General Chrystal was a member of
the New Jersey State Police and re-
tired at the rank of lieutenant.

He holds a Master of Science in
Strategic Studies from the United
States Army War College, and from
Seton Hall University, he holds a
Master of Arts in education adminis-
tration and a Bachelor of Arts in crimi-
nal justice.

“Both Superintendent Palmieri and
General Chrystal are pillars of the
community. Superintendent Palmieri’s
experience as an educator and a coach
will be a valuable perspective. Gen-
eral Chrystal’s service to our country
and past leadership experience brings
beneficial insight to the board, and we
are happy to welcome them,’” Mr..
Richel stated.

How Safe are Your Trees?
Aftermath of Superstorm Sandy on October 29, 2012 in Westfield, NJ

Hazardous trees suffering from decay and weakness pose a danger to people and property. Every year homeowners
experience losses from fallen, uprooting, split and decaying trees. Some of it can be prevented by realizing some
simple guidelines and observations. A tree with a strong lean usually develops hairline cracks on the lower lee
side. Once air and moisture find their way into the hardwood past the cambium layer, internal decay is usually the
result. Superficial healing tissues are camouflaging the decay inside.

Open wounds, cavities and splits are often occupied by bees, squirrels, birds and even raccoons. First there is
decay and all these aforementioned critters look for a hiding place to get away from bright lights, cold, draft and
noise. They often raise their young in these hiding places. When these cavities are too deep and too extensive, it
would be better to have these trees removed. Cavities near the soil often harbor termites and carpenter ants, and
since moisture promotes decay, the presence of insects and fungus infections have certainly a detrimental effect to
the structure of a tree. Painting of wounds with a tree wound dressing and installation of cement or fiberglass
fillings have been questioned by Alex Shigo, a scientist from the University of New Hampshire. They have been
abolished after extensive research has been done, on both methods. The painting of wounds has blocked oxygen
from promoting cell growth in wounded areas, and the cement and fiberglass fillings in tree cavities have not
stopped the decay enough to expect any internal healing resulting from it.

At the base of extremely weak trees, sometimes shoestring-like fungus strands develop; they are black in color.
The botanical name is Armillaria mellea. The sight of such fungus strands indicates that a lot of damage has been
done to the roots and the base of that tree. Since the damage is irreversible, trees infected by this fungus can
become unstable due to the loss of roots. Flat headed mushrooms are also a sign indicating a weak root system.

V crotches are joints in trees which are considered genetic defects. They have no connecting tissues to keep a
double or multiple trunk formation from splitting. Water is usually seeping into the separations of a V crotch and
rot begins, which cannot be controlled and is the reason why many trees split. The splitting can happen without
any provocation like wind, ice, old age, etc. Heavy-duty galvanized cables or steel rods can be installed to insure
that these multi-trunk trees will not split and cause damage.

If you see distortion on the tree trunk within your reach, you can spot a hollow trunk by testing the density of
wood by listening to the hammer strokes you test the trunk with. If it has a high pitched sound, the trunk seems to
be fairly solid. If the strokes sound like you are hitting a cardboard box, you have good reason to doubt the
stability of the base of the tree.

If you see vertical splits in a scar that is not covered by bark, it is not really alarming. If you see a horizontal crack
in an identical tree wound, you have to be alarmed, because you have an internal fracture, which could be considered
a hazardous condition.

For tree removals call the specialists:

SCHMIEDE TREE EXPERT CO.
908-233-TREE  (908-233-8733)  •  www.schmiedetree.com

GOP Bill Protecting
Child Abuse Victims OK’d

Bill Would Prohibit
Contracts From

Silencing Employees
TRENTON – Legislation spon-

sored by Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
prohibiting employee contracts from
legally binding workers into silence
about harassment and assault is
headed to the Governor’s desk after
passing in the Assembly. The Senate
advanced the bill in June.

“People should not be allowed to
cover up what predators do,” said
Mr. Bramnick. “Women often do
not report such heinous behavior
because they are afraid of retribu-
tion. Some are also worried that if
they talk they will face legal action.
That’s wrong.”

The legislation (S-121/A-1242)
would prevent future employment
contracts that effectively force em-
ployees to conceal harassment or
discrimination. The restrictions
would also apply to claims that
have been submitted to arbitra-
tion.

New York and California recently
enacted laws limiting the use of non-
disclosure agreements.

Giblin to Be Speaker at
Chamber Event

CRANFORD — The Cranford Area
Chamber of Commerce will hold its
second networking event for 2019 on
Wednesday, February 13 at 8 a.m. at
Atria Senior Living, 10 Jackson Drive
in Cranford. The guest speaker will be
Cranford’s Mayor Patrick Giblin.

The Mayor’s discussion will include
an overview of 2019 projects and de-
velopments relating to Cranford.

The cost of this event is $15 for
members and $20 for future members.
Breakfast is included. Registration is
required at cranfordareachamber.com
or by calling the chamber office at
(908) 272-6114.

TRENTON – The Assembly has
approved legislation increasing the
penalties for failing to report child
sexual abuse. Sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Nancy F. Munoz (R-21st,
Summit), the bill (S-641/A-850) re-
quires those who believe a child has
been sexually abused to immediately
report it to police.

The bill passed the Senate in June
and now goes to Governor Phil
Murphy for his consideration.

“When you have information about
the abuse of a child, the only proper
thing to do is turn that over to law
enforcement,” said Asw. Munoz. “It
is everyone’s responsibility to fight
abuse and neglect. A child’s life may
depend on someone reporting it.”

Research conducted by the Centers
for Disease Control estimates that

approximately one in six boys and
one in four girls are sexually abused
before the age of 18.

The bill makes failure to report the
abuse a fourth-degree crime with pen-
alties up to 18 months in prison and a
$1,000 fine. Currently, the state Divi-
sion of Youth and Family Services
must be notified if abuse is suspected,
and failure to do so if a disorderly
person’s offense.

Legislation Would Help
Retirement Savings

TRENTON – A bill making it more
affordable for New Jerseyans to save
for retirement is being considered by
the Legislature after the Assembly
Financial Institutions Committee
heard testimony this week. The mea-
sure (A-4899) exempts contributions
to qualified retirement plans from the
state income tax.

A poll by AARP found that 80 percent
of New Jersey residents are concerned
they can’t save enough for retirement.

The state is one of three that doesn’t
allow people to exclude retirement
contributions from taxes like the fed-
eral government. New Jersey is also
ranked the second worst place to re-
tire in the country, according to
WalletHub, which considered
affordability as a main factor.

Did You Know?
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson

Coleman (D-12th, Trenton) invited
Victorina Morales, a former house-
keeper Trump National Golf Club
Bedminster employee, as her guest
for Tuesday’s State-of-The-State ad-
dress by President Donald Trump to
Congress. Ms. Morales was an un-
documented worker at the club for
five years, according to published
reports.
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MARCH 1, 2, 8 & 9 at 8 PM
MARCH 3 & 10 at 2 PM

UCPAC Hamilton Stage
360 Hamilton Street, Rahway, NJ

Box Office: 732-499-8226 • www.ucpac.org

Man Admits Selling Fentanyl-
Laced Crack That Killed 3

COUNTY — A Rahway man has
admitted to distributing a batch of
fentanyl-laced crack cocaine that
killed three people and hospitalized
numerous others during a span of a
single day a little more than a year
ago, acting Union County Prosecu-
tor Michael A. Monahan has an-
nounced.

George Rayford, 39, pleaded guilty
on January to three counts of strict liabil-
ity for a drug-induced death, a first-
degree crime, for causing the deaths of
41-year-old Nicole Taylor, 53-year-old
Kacina Vanderburg, and 67-year-old
Harold Johnston, all Rahway residents.

A six-week investigation revealed
that Rayford distributed the lethal
drugs out of his home on the 1200
block of Whelan Place in Rahway on
Friday, December 22, 2017, accord-
ing to Assistant Prosecutor Michael
Henn, who prosecuted the case.

The investigation – initiated by the
Rahway Police Department and De-
tective James Crowell, and expand-
ing to involve the Union County Ho-
micide Task Force, Union County
Sheriff’s Office, and Woodbridge
Police Department – revealed that an

unknown number of others also over-
dosed on the drugs that night, but
survived, with several revived by the
overdose-reversing drug naloxone,
Mr. Henn said.

Fentanyl, a synthetic opioid many
degrees of magnitude more powerful
than heroin, was found in the toxicol-
ogy of fewer than 20 percent of Union
County’s fatal overdose victims in
2015, but that figure jumped to more
than 70 percent in 2017. Still, this
case marked one of the first times
local law enforcement encountered
the drug mixed with cocaine.

Rayford was arrested at his home
without incident in February 2018
and lodged in Union County jail. A
Union County grand jury produced a
13-count indictment in the case about
three months later.

The state will recommend a sen-
tence of 13 years in state prison, with
at least 85 percent to be served before
the possibility of parole under New
Jersey’s No Early Release Act, upon
sentencing, which has been tentatively
scheduled for Friday, March 15 be-
fore state Superior Court Judge
Candido Rodriguez, Jr.

Bramnick: Jet Fuel Tax
Would Hurt United

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) is opposing a proposal to
expand jet fuel taxes imposed on com-
mercial airlines in New Jersey that he
said will lead to higher airfare costs
for consumers and businesses. The
bill (A-4392) would subject all avia-
tion fuel purchased in New Jersey to
a four-cent tax.

“Telling United Airlines that we
are going to require them to pay a fuel
tax in my judgment is a very serious
and dangerous message to an incred-
ible worldwide company,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

Teacher Dies of Injuries
From Hit and Run

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Mountainside
second-grade teacher Meghan
Crilly, 35, of Fanwood, who was
critically injured after being hit by
an SUV while crossing North Wood
Avenue and St. Georges Avenue in
Linden on January 20, died last
Thursday. Police are continuing to
look for the driver who fled the
scene in the vehicle.

Ms. Crilly, who was born in
Rahway and taught at Beechwood
School, had been hospitalized with
traumatic injuries. Published reports

indicated that her family had to make
the difficult decision to take her off
life support.

Police released a video of the sus-
pected vehicle, a red 2014-2015 Jeep
Grand Cherokee, rolling through the
intersection at around 2 a.m. on Janu-
ary 20. Anyone with information that
may help identify this vehicle is urged
to contact Investigator Jimmy Solano
at (908) 474-8505..

A number of comments were posted
on the funeral home website, includ-
ing from one of her coworkers, Cathy
Zahn of Pennington, N.J., who said, “I
will miss my ray of sunshine. She
always had a smile and hug whenever
and wherever I saw her.”

Visitation for Ms. Crilly is sched-
uled for today, February 7, from 2
to 9 p.m., at the Lehrer Gibilisco
Funeral Home, 275 West Milton
Avenue, Rahway. Funeral services
will be at 11 a.m. this Friday, Febru-
ary 8, at St. John Vianney Roman
Catholic Church, 420 Inman Av-
enue, Colonia. Burial information
will be announced, according to the
obituary.

The family requests that in lieu of
flowers, contributions be given in
memory of Ms. Crilly to the Shar-
ing Network Foundation, 691 Cen-
tral Avenue, New Providence, N.J.
07974 or the Associated Humane
Society, 2960 Shafto Road, Tinton
Falls, N.J. 07753.

Courtesy of GoFundMe
A COMMUNITY MOURNS...Meghan Crilly of Fanwood, a teacher in
Mountainside, has died of injuries she sustained in a hit-and-run accident in
Linden on January 20. She is pictured here with her husky, Louie.

Senate OKs Bill to Aid
Fed Workers in Shutdowns

TRENTON – Federal workers in
New Jersey whose lives were up-
ended by the longest government shut-
down in history and who still live the
threat of another closure would have
some financial protections put in place
under legislation sponsored by Sena-
tor Joe Cryan (D-20th, Union) and
Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-
3rd, Gloucester) that was approved
by the Senate last Thursday.

“The irresponsible government
shutdown by President Trump has
fortunately come to an end – for now,”
said Senator Cryan. “But, he could do
it again in a few weeks and as long as
he occupies the White House there is
a threat of another shutdown that
would leave federal workers without
the paychecks they need to pay their
bills. We hope that does not happen,
but we should be prepared. Donald
Trump’s behavior is impulsive and
unpredictable, and he obviously has
no consideration for the hardship of
federal workers.”

The bill, S-3347, would allow for a
special grace period on property tax
payments for workers affected by the

federal shutdown. The grace period
would be similar to what is allowed
for natural disasters.

There are more than 20,000 em-
ployees working at federal agencies
in New Jersey and more than 5,000 of
them are employed by an agency with-
out an appropriation.

“These are working people who
are having an increasingly difficult
time paying their bills and they don’t
know when this shutdown will end,”
Senator Sweeney said. “It puts a strain
on family finances and causes real
anxiety for those who are living pay-
check to paycheck. This will provide
a grace period on property tax pay-
ments that could ease their pressures.”

The bill would allow taxpayers af-
fected by a shutdown to have addi-
tional time to make payment on in-
stallments of municipal property
taxes. Specifically, it would give them
until the next quarterly property tax
due date to make payments on any
unpaid balance without accruing in-
terest.

The bill was approved with a vote
of 37-0.

Women of Excellence
Awardees Announced

COUNTY – The Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women has
announced the recipients of the 2019
Women of Excellence Awards. Eleven
Union County women were cited for
their outstanding contributions at the
January 24 meeting of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

“For 27 years, the Freeholder Board
has recognized women among us who
lead, serve, and inspire. Today it is
more important than ever to raise aware-
ness about the influence of women in
every sphere of the Union County com-
munity, from business and legal affairs
to public service and education,” Free-
holder Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski
said. “These awards recognize the con-
tributions made by women who make a
positive difference in the quality of life
for everyone in the county.”

The Union County women being rec-
ognized for their accomplishments by the
Commission on the Status of Women are:

Amy Cairns of Summit, Govern-
ment Service; Antoinietta LaVecchia
of Summit, Business/Community
Activist; Clea Carchia of Rahway,
Arts/Graphic Design; Dawn
McDonald of Scotch Plains, Educa-
tion; Dr. Julia Grimes of Westfield,

Medicine/Health and Wellness; Iliana
Chevres of Elizabeth, Special Needs
Advocacy; Kay Coats Macrae of
Springfield, Theater Arts; Marlene
Olson Hamm of Rahway, Environ-
mental Advocacy; Mary Zimmermann
of Summit, Lifetime Achievement;
Michele Dabal of New Providence,
Humanitarian Activities; Sandra Jack-
son of Linden, Youth Advocacy.

 The awardees will be honored at the
annual Women of Excellence Gala
Awards Dinner to be held Friday, March
29 at the Gran Centurions in Clark.

Each awardee will be presented with
an engraved Women of Excellence
plaque and a Freeholder Resolution in
their honor recognizing their impact
on the Union County community.

The Women of Excellence awards
are sponsored by the Freeholder
Board and the Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women with
the Union County Office on Women.

For more information, contact
Elizabeth Sebring, Department of
Human Services, at (908) 527-4890
or esebring@ucbj.org or Jen Erdos,
Secretary to the Commission on the
Status of Women at (908) 527-4216
or jerdos@ucnj.org.

Mountainside Announces
‘Snow Buddy’ Program

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mayor Paul
Mirabelli has announced a new “Snow
Buddy” program for Mountainside to
pair volunteers with veterans, seniors
and the disabled who need help shov-
eling snow. The program was devel-
oped in response to requests from
residents who require help after a
snowfall.

This program will pair two volun-
teers who are interested in commu-
nity service with a resident in need of
snow removal. The Snow Buddy vol-
unteers will help the resident clear a
driveway, sidewalk or areas around a
fire hydrant if necessary.

“Mountainside’s Snow Buddy
program is a wonderful opportunity
for young volunteers to help a neigh-
bor in need,” Mayor Paul Mirabelli
said. “This is also a fantastic op-
tion for any community groups who
are interested in lending a helping
hand to our residents,” Mayor
Mirabelli added. “I would also like
to thank Councilwoman (Rachel)
Pater for taking on this initiative
and working with our senior direc-
tor, Kim Moriak, to launch the pro-
gram.”

“I would like to thank Caldwell
Mayor Ann Dassing who provided
valuable information on how
Caldwell launched a similar pro-
gram,” noted Councilwoman
Pater.

Forms have been developed for
residents who are interested in par-
ticipating in the free Snow Buddy
program. Volunteers under the age of
18 will require a permission form
filled out and signed by a parent or
guardian. Snow Buddy volunteers
should live within walking distance
of the resident in need so no driving
needs to occur. The Snow Buddies
should also meet with the resident
after completing the paperwork to
discuss which areas need clearing
after a snowfall.

Those persons interested in be-
coming a Snow Buddy or who would
like to be paired with a Snow Buddy
to help shovel and clear snow are
asked to contact Ms. Moriak at (908)
232-4406 or
kmoriak@mountainside-nj.com, or
Councilwoman Pater at (908) 341-
6764 or rpater@mountainside-
nj.com.
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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Taking The Reader
Through The
Excitement

As a father of a Freshman wrestler,
I have found myself reading quite a
bit about my son’s team wherever I
can find articles. While the writing in
all of the other publications is crappy
and full of typos and mistakes, Dave
Corbin from your paper has been
impressive in his coverage.

His attention to detail and ability to
take the reader through the excite-
ment of the actual matches is refresh-
ing and credible. Thank you and please
thank him.

Marc Jacobs
Westfield

Garwood Driver Thanks
Good Samaritans

Wednesday, January 30, was a par-
ticularly cold night as I found out
after departing from a wrestling match
in Westfield. As I drove down Second
Avenue in Garwood between Oak and
Cedar Streets, my car shut off as I
drifted to the corner of Cedar Street.

After mumbling a multitude of un-
pleasant words to myself, I stood out
in the cold hoping that a car would
come by. After approximately five
minutes, a woman in an SUV stopped
and said she would call for help. After
she left, a couple of men in a truck
stopped and asked me if I needed help
but they did not have jumper cables.
They stayed with me, however. A few

minutes later a man and his wife ar-
rived and did have jumper cables and
the foursome managed to get my car
started.

I was entirely grateful but my brain
seemed to be as frozen as my hands,
so I forgot to ask them their names. I
also believe that they may have been
happy just to get back into their warm
vehicles. In any event, I would sin-
cerely like to thank those individuals
for the much needed assistance.

Thank You!
David B. Corbin

Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor
The Westfield Leader

Westfield Property Tax Revaluation,
Some Observations

Looking For Creative Ways For
Spending Your Tax Dollars

A recent Westfield Leader contained
a letter stating that the “Westfield Re-
valuation is Patently Unfair.” The stated
five-day deadline to make an appoint-
ment with Realty Appraisal to discuss
the new assessment is indeed quite short.
We even had to contact a friend on a
short vacation through the deadline to
get permission to open their mail and
email them their appraisal so that they
could make an appointment in time, if
they wished. I recommend that Mayor
Brindle announce another “window”
for folks who missed their opportunity
and desire a meeting with the appraisal
company.

The purpose of the revaluation is to
make a current estimate of the market
value of your home on October 1,
2018. It takes into account the size
and location of your property, the size
and features of your home, the cur-
rent condition, reflecting any major
recent improvements, and sale prices
of comparable homes in the recent
past (typically the year before Octo-
ber 1). The town has publicly an-
nounced a website
www.westfieldnj.gov/revaluation,
which includes informative FAQ and
a worksheet to compare your 2018
taxes on the new and old assessment
bases. If one is unhappy with the
result, it is best to address it now,
rather than waiting to make a formal
appeal with the town prior to the May
1 deadline.

My recent meeting with the ap-
praisal company was quite pleasant,
covering all the issues I wanted to
discuss; and they did not rush me.
They first went over their printout for
my property, including the square
footage of the home, its features and
overall condition, reflecting the ear-

lier visit of their appraiser. There are
large town maps to show one sales in
the neighborhood. They will go over
any information that you bring that
might reasonably affect your home’s
value, including information on re-
cent sales that you believe are compa-
rable to your own home. Your assess-
ment will not be changed at the meet-
ing, and they made no promise to do
so, but took notes on the discussion
and said that consideration would be
given to any corrections to their data
and information you provide, with a
new letter being sent out within four
weeks.

A critical resource for finding com-
parable home sales is
www.zillow.com. Enter Westfield NJ
in the main search box and click
Search. In the page that next comes
up, under “Listing Type” select only
Recently Sold. You can also specify
the price range you are interested in.
Under “More” you have the opportu-
nity to further limit the search – e.g.,
home square footage, when sold and
by a key word to describe your home,
e.g., “split.” When you select “Ap-
ply” (under More), you will then see
as yellow circles every home meeting
your selected criteria. Clicking on
those circles will provide informa-
tion about each sale to see if it is a
possibly a good comparable to use –
ideally, recent sales in your neighbor-
hood of larger/better homes of a simi-
lar style and age to yours, for a lower
sale price than your new assessment.
One can then Google the street ad-
dress of sales you are interested in
and often find other links providing
even more information or pictures.

Jeff Bash
Westfield

My understanding is that Westfield
has a surplus of about $12 million and
is looking for creative uses for the
money. I suggest making Westfield a
greener town by using the money to
help Westfield reach a goal of having
all municipal and school system elec-
trical power come from renewable
power (solar panels). This could be
accomplished by adding solar panels
to all appropriate municipal building
roofs and the adding solar panel roofs
to municipal (or school) parking lots
adjacent to municipal buildings or
school buildings.

We already have a start with solar
panels on some school roofs and the
library. Adding the additional panels
could get Westfield to the goal of
having all municipal and school sys-
tem electrical power come from solar
panels. Not only would it make
Westfield a greener town, it would
save money by reducing our cost of
paying for electrical power. In addi-
tion, the parking lots could include a
couple of charging stations for elec-
tric cars so that they could be charged
while sitting in the spot. These could
also be used by new municipal cars
that are all-electric vehicles.

Westfield could be a leader in set-
ting the example for how towns can
do their part to reduce our country’s
use of fossil fuel that is causing our
climate change problem.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

From Mayor Brindle,
Gone After 50 Years

I am disappointed to confirm that
Lerner David, an international law
firm that has been headquartered in
Westfield at the corner of Rahway
and South Ave since their inception
over 50 years ago, has announced
their relocation to Cranford when their
lease is up in November.  When I met
with their managing partner last sum-
mer, I learned they wanted to stay in
Westfield but needed more modern
office space with parking to accom-
modate 150 employees and that a
search process had been underway
for quite some time. Unfortunately
we have no existing space to accom-
modate one of our largest taxpayers.

I remain committed to solving our
commercial and parking shortage to
attract commercial tenants like Lerner
David, as well as tech firms, consult-
ing firms and more. These businesses
come with employees that not only
increase our tax base, making us less
reliant on property taxes, but also
provide desperately needed daytime

foot traffic to maintain a vibrant down-
town.

Solving our parking shortage is an
economic development imperative,
and long-term, viable, profitable so-
lutions to our vacant storefronts de-
pend on a growth-oriented answer to
parking.

I am deeply frustrated, but not dis-
couraged, by this announcement.  We
have already begun the process of
course correcting by establishing a
new master plan that should result in
a town center where retail, commer-
cial and parking work together to
support an economic vision.

If you commit to being an active
participant in the process to ensure
your voice is heard, I will commit to
doing everything I can to make sure
Lerner David is the last employer to
leave Westfield. #lookingforward
#thinkbold #masterplan #letsdothis.

Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Crepitaculum – A rattle-like organ

as of the rattlesnake
2. Battue – A hunt conducted by driv-

ing game from cover to a place near
waiting hunters

3. Palaestric – Pertaining to wrestling
4. Chthonophagia – An abnormal im-

pulse to eat clay or soil

OMPHALOCELE
1. One who adores women
2. An umbilical hernia
3. A navel officer of ancient times
4. In Greek mythology, a disciple of

Omphale the queen of Lydia
OMOPHAGIA

1. The eating of raw flesh
2. Subsisting entirely on fish
3. Eating only green plant life
4. An abnormal impulse to eat bones

MAUGRE
1. A doll, puppet or idol used in wor-

ship
2. To mutter or grumble
3. In spite of; in opposition to
4. The craw or crop of a bird

PALPLESS
1. No congruent; unsuitable
2. Without substance; inconsequential
3. Having no feelers; such as with

insects
4. Incomplete

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Banning Trump From Ballot
Over Tax Returns Is Wrong

Keep an Eye on Our Neighbors
As We Navigate Another Winter

The effect last week on our area from the deadly
polar vortex that wreaked havoc on the Midwest may
have been brief, but it served as a crucial reminder of
the force nature can wield. While temperatures here
quickly rebounded, we are not out of the winter
woods yet. Despite that taste of spring earlier this
week, six weeks of winter still remain, with the
potential for more frigid air, high winds, snow and
ice. We can be optimistic, but we also need to be
prepared. Let us not forget the arctic curtain that
descended on us for two weeks almost around this
time last year, nor the nor’easters that whipped
through the region during March.

Severe weather conditions pose risks for every-
one, but especially the elderly, the disabled or ill of
any age, the homebound, others with restricted
mobility, and those with limited financial resources
or family/social contacts.

These individuals are particularly vulnerable in
the event of a utility malfunction leaving them with-
out heat or electricity; a storm that prevents them
from leaving their home to obtain groceries or medi-
cation; snow-blocked ventilation outlets that can
lead to carbon-monoxide poisoning; slippery condi-
tions that can result in a fall; overexertion from
shoveling snow, or other winter-related tasks. When
an emergency occurs, those without relatives or
friends living nearby, or those with diminished physi-

cal or cognitive capacities due to age or illness, may
not know where to turn for help, or are reluctant to
reach out.

Yet avenues of assistance do exist right within our
borders. Among them are Mobile Meals of Westfield,
which serves residents of Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and
Clark who are unable to shop or prepare meals for
themselves, and also provides a friendly visit. Infor-
mation is available at westfieldnj.com/mobilemeals
or by calling (908) 233-6146.

A new program begun in Mountainside called
“Snow Buddy” pairs local volunteers with senior
citizens, the disabled and veterans who require help
with snow removal. We hope this initiative will be
adopted by neighboring communities as well, as a
way to ease a seasonal worry for many people who
cannot or should not be shoveling snow, while also
offering valuable volunteer opportunities.

While shorter daylight hours and the numbing
cold of winter create the natural urge to hibernate,
we remind everyone to be especially vigilant this
time of year and to check up on those within their
family, neighborhood, religious or social commu-
nity who may need assistance. We have a long
tradition of pulling together as communities under
any circumstance, and supporting those at risk. Let
us navigate another winter the same way.

New Jersey state lawmakers have once again
introduced legislation that would ban candidates for
United States President and Vice-President on elec-
tion ballots in New Jersey if they have not filed their
five most recent federal tax returns with the New
Jersey Division of Elections in the Department of
State. A similar bill was vetoed by former Governor
Chris Christie a few years ago.

“Under the bill, each candidate would also submit
written consent for disclosure with the division no
later than 50 days before the General Election,”
according to the bill, Assembly Bill No. 1230/Senate
Bill No. 119. The legislation is sponsored by Senator
Loretta Weinberg (D-37th, Teaneck) and Assembly-
man John F. McKeon (D-27th, Madison). All tax
returns from the candidates would be placed on the
Division of Elections’ website.

The bill also would disallow any elector from New
Jersey from voting for a President/Vice-President
ticket if those candidates have not submitted tax
returns. The latest version of the legislation cleared
the state Senate Government, Wagering, Tourism,
and Historic Preservation Committee by a vote of 3-
0, with one abstention, on January 31.

In his veto statement, Mr. Christie stated: “This
transparent political stunt masquerading as a bill is
politics at its worst.” The former Republican gover-
nor called the legislation “clearly unconstitutional.”

Gov. Christie recommended amending New
Jersey’s Open Public Records Act “to eliminate the
disclosure exemption for legislative records that the
Legislature bestowed upon itself.” The Legislature

did not follow Mr. Christie’s recommendation.
Assemblyman Jay Webber (R-26th, Parsippany)

in March of 2017 stated that, “This body (Assem-
bly) and the New Jersey State Senate and the gov-
ernor of the state of New Jersey has no authority to
add additional requirements to who can run for
president of the United States,” according to
northjersey.com.

According to nj.com, “under a 1924 federal law
enacted after the Teapot Dome scandal, the Ways
and Means chairman has the power to request an
individual’s tax returns from the Internal Revenue
Service.”

In our view, New Jersey’s bill is a political stunt
that won’t have any impact on the 2020 campaign,
as the state has not been carried by a Republican
since President George H.W. Bush in 1988, when
the then Vice-President was running for his first
term as President. We believe New Jersey lawmak-
ers are overstepping their authority. If legislation is
necessary, it should come from Congress, not state
politicians. Perhaps it should be made to be law for
the 2024 Presidential Election, when Mr. Trump
will not be a candidate.

Banning Mr. Trump from the ballot would dis-
franchise voters who want to vote for the President.
It sounds like the Democratic Majority in the House
realizes that they won’t have support in the U.S.
Senate or the White House for such legislation to
become law and, thus, are pushing “blue” states like
New Jersey to take action to ensure Mr. Trump’s
name does not appear on ballots in 2020.

The Rain Tax Cometh
(CBSNewYork) — New Jersey is

one of the highest taxed states in the
country.

Now, residents and businesses
could be taxed extra … when it rains.

Save it for a rainy day. Some of your
hard-earned dollars may be taken away
as the weather turns ugly and rain
drops fall on the Garden State. A new
bill calls for the creation of local or
regional storm water utilities, giving
local counties and municipalities the
power to collect a tax from properties
with large paved surfaces such as park-
ing lots, CBS2’s Meg Baker reported.

That’s businesses and homeowners.
The bill passed in the Senate and

the Assembly and is now headed to
Gov. Phil Murphy’s desk.

Senate President Stephen Sweeney
said most states already have storm
water utilities that collect and filter
runoff from storms. In New Jersey,
the runoff goes directly into streams,
rivers and bays, carrying with it pol-
lution like lawn fertilizers that con-
taminate the waterways.

Former governor and current state
Senator Richard Codey said it’s nec-
essary.

“They are crazy. As it is, there are
too much taxes in New Jersey,” Eliza-
beth resident Ramon Columna said.

Republicans have dubbed the bill
the “Rain Tax,” Another tax makes
New Jersey even more unaffordable,
and state Sen. Tom Kean Jr. agrees.

“We all want to protect our envi-
ronment. We all want to preserve it
for future generations. But this is a
weighted tax. The citizens of New
Jersey … really with no oversight and
no way to defend themselves against
tax increases,” Sen. Kean said.

A Rain Tax?

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
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Pictured, from left to right, Gregory Roser, “The Christmas Guy,” Venus Majeski
Director of Development and Community Relations at NJID, Robert J. Ferrara
executive director, and Dominick M. Ursino, MA, president.

COMMUNITY ACTION...The Westfield Boosters recently donated funds to Westfield High School to renovate the two Trainers’ Rooms used by all of the high school
athletes. The Boosters were able to fund these projects for the student athletes due to the generous support from the community. The Boosters appreciate all of the help
(by Stephen Root).

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

1706814

They matter  
to me.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL

I get it. Your home and car are 
more than just things. They’re 
where you make your memories 
and they deserve the right 
protection. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in Westfield and is published on the website. It is a year-round reference for residents and a gift for newcomers. This Is Westfield features the region’s business, education, civic, government
and cultural organizations. It is distributed by many groups such as realtors, libraries and the town. It is a must for advertisers and organizations doing business in the area. RSVP Now! - sales@goleader.com

Thank You From Fanwood’s Famous
‘Christmas House’ 2018

I wish to express my sincere grati-
tude to the Leader Newspapers, The
Scotch Plains – Fanwood Times and
The Westfield Leader for their assis-
tance in promoting Fanwood’s Fa-
mous “Christmas House” fund for
NJID. The final donation was pre-
sented on January 11th to New Jersey
Institute for Disabilities (NJID) for
the display at 83 Paterson Road.

It was a great fundraising season,
with $7,079 donated by all of you.
This is the fourth year I have been
collecting donations for NJID, and to
think it all started the first year with
$300 collected. I was pleased with
that, but knew I could do better.

The second year $700 was donated,
and the third year $2,700. Never did
I think that all of you were hiding in
the shadows just waiting for a worthy
cause to support.

I owe my success to the generosity
of my family, friends, neighbors, lo-
cal businesses, and from people I
have never met, from as far away as
California. I enjoyed meeting many
of you throughout the season, and
discovered that people come from far
and wide to view our display. Look
for a new and exciting display with
many new items, starting the day after
Thanksgiving. The sad task of dis-
mantling the display is about done,

and a list of repairs has been made for
when I start all over again in Septem-
ber.

On December 8, 2018, Santa
greeted 150 children and their fami-
lies and all children received a gift
from the Roser family. Over $1,000
was donated to NJID that day in un-
der two  hours. While Santa was greet-
ing his guests, Mrs. Santa (June) was
entertaining in the house, serving cof-
fee and homemade treats. The 2019
Santa visit is scheduled for Saturday
December 7, from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
There is no charge for this event, and
all children will receive a gift.

I have been decorating for 35 years,
missing some years because of health
or family obligations, and the display
gets larger every year. It takes about
two months to prepare and install the
display, and it seems to take a little
longer each year as I get older. There
is a lot of climbing involved, which I
do before the weather turns too cold.
The display is a mix of homemade
displays and purchased displays. Over
the last few years, I have changed
over most of the display to LED bulbs,
which has reduced my lighting bill
from $100 a week to under $20 a
week.

Special thanks go to all of my
friends and family elves, for this event
could not be possible without their
help. I may install the entire display
by myself, but Santa requires lots of
help.

Gregory Roser
Fanwood

An Investment In The Future
Of Westfield Graduates

Our thanks to those individuals and
families who have generously sup-
ported the 2019 Parent- Teacher Coun-
cil (PTC) Scholarship Fund. To date,
we have raised over $12,000 for the
Fund. For those who have not yet
contributed, there is still time, and we
need your support!

Established in 1957, The PTC
Scholarship Fund benefits graduat-
ing Westfield High School seniors
who demonstrate financial need, aca-
demic perseverance and community
involvement. The eight to12 scholar-
ships awarded annually—which last
year totaled almost $20,000 — truly
do make a difference in the lives of
the graduating seniors. Each year, the
PTC Scholarship Fund Committee
must make tough decisions when se-
lecting recipients, and due to limited
funds, must unfortunately turn away
several worthy applicants.

The PTC Scholarship Fund relies

solely on the generosity of our com-
munity for donations. Please help us
meet the needs of our students in the
Class of 2019 by supporting this Fund.
Your donation, no matter what the
size, will be greatly appreciated and
will help us to move closer to our goal
of providing $20,000 in awards again
this year.

Please make your donation pay-
able to “Westfield PTC Scholarship”
and mail by April 1st to:

Westfield PTC, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090 Attention: Donna
Kenney

Thank you, in advance, for your
support: 2019 Westfield Parent-
Teacher Scholarship Fund Commit-
tee.

Jeannie Arida
Westfield

Beyond Annoying
Robocalls reach

ridiculous level, as
people are afraid to even

answer their phones.
by Christopher Carbone

Fox News Digital.

“If you’re fed up with robocalls,
you’re not alone.

A staggering 26.3 billion robocalls
were received in the U.S. in 2018, up
46 percent from the previous year,
according to a new report from Hiya
that analyzed activity from 450,000
users of its app to figure out the scope
of the unwanted calls.

The report states that most of those
unwanted calls fell into three catego-
ries: general spam, fraud and
telemarketers. Hiya discovered that
each of its app users received an
average of 10 unwanted robocalls per
month.

As more and more people are inun-
dated with fake and fraudulent calls,
Americans are choosing to not an-
swer their phones at all, according to
Hiya.

“As our phones continue to be in-
undated by robocalls, many people

no longer want to pick up the phone at
all,” Hiya chief executive Alex Algard
told The Washington Post. However,
Algard said that can also lead to miss-
ing important calls from doctor’s of-
fices and schools.

The top area codes targeted by
spammers include several Texas cit-
ies: Dallas, San Antonio, Fort Worth,
Houston and Austin, according to the
report.

A separate report has estimated that
50 percent of all U.S. mobile traffic
will be scam calls this year.

T-Mobile recently became the first
major carrier to launch Stir/Shaken
caller verification standards that are
similar to technology used for website
encryption. Other major cell phone
carriers are likely to follow suit.

Verizon recently announced that
it  would make its spam and
robocalling protection features free
for all customers, after having pre-
viously charged $3 per line per
month for it. AT&T has been offer-
ing a similar service for free since
the end of 2016.

The Post reports that the FTC has
received 52,000 consumer complaints
about caller-ID spoofing in 2018.”

Useful Info, It is there at
www.goleader.com/help

(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe
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Count on Columbia  |  ColumbiaBankOnline.com

Lobby Hours Parking Is On Us!^^

 
 

1 5  M O N T H  C D

. %
APY*

†

2. %
APY*
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Mobile Banking • FREE ATMs Nationwide^ • Rewards • And More!

– Obituaries –

Westfield Library to Feature
‘Extraordinary Life’ Author
WESTFIELD — The author of “An

Extraordinary Life: Josephine E.
Jones” will speak on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 16, at 2 p.m., at the Westfield
Memorial Library. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

Author Wendy Jones wrote “An
Extraordinary Life” to tell the story
of her mother, Josephine E. Jones.
After moving to New York from
South Carolina in 1946 to work as a
cook in private homes, Josephine
Jones became a Harlem activist and,
in the 1960s, the first black supervi-
sor at a Fortune 500 company.

“‘An Extraordinary Life’ is an
American story, a Great Migration
story, a New York story, a black
family’s story, a mother-daughter
story, and the story of a woman’s
fight for creativity in the work-
place,” said Wendy Jones.

Wendy Jones is an author, play-
wright and the writer-publisher of
Ida Bell Publishing, LLC. Named
after Ida B. Wells, the writer and
social activist, the company will
publish the work of people of color,
new immigrants, all women and oth-
ers who may face challenges get-
ting their voices heard.

Her first play, In Pursuit of Jus-
tice: A One-Woman Play about Ida
B. Wells, won four AUDELCO
Awards (Audience Development
Committee, Inc., which recognizes
and honors Black Theatre and art-
ists in New York City).

Her writing has appeared in two
anthologies: “Streetlights: Illuminat-
ing Tales of the Urban Black Experi-
ence” and “The Point: Where Teach-
ing and Writing Intersect.” She is the
fiction editor of theravensperch.com.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus
libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. Interested persons
are advised to check the Westfield
Memorial Library’s website,
wmlnj.org, to see if their library is a
MURAL participant.

To register for “An Extraordi-
nary Life,” visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sun-
day. The library will be closed on
Monday, February 18, for Presi-
dents’ Day.

Betty N. Sayre, 87, Beloved
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Betty Nordquist Sayre, 87, passed
away at home on Thursday, January
31, 2019. Born in Montclair, N.J.,
Betty lived in Westfield, N.J., for 55
years before moving to Garwood, N.J.,
in 2012. She obtained a bachelor’s
degree from Wellesley College in 1953
and later received a master’s degree
from Drew University.

Betty is survived by her husband of
65 years, Austin B. Sayre, and was
mother of four children, Bart
(Martha), Peter (Vicki), Anne
Loughlin (John) and Lee Sayre. She
had eleven grandchildren and one
great-grandchild. She was loved by
her family and was unreservedly de-
voted to each member of the family.

During her early years in Westfield,
Betty had several jobs, including with
The New York Times Information
Bank and as an editor of the Metro-
politan Corporate Counsel (legal
newspaper). In 1986, she and her
friend Mary O’Herron formed Will-
iam Austin Company, a home fur-
nishing and interior decorating ser-
vice, which they operated with great
pride for over 25 years.

Betty was one of the founding mem-
bers of the Westfield Day Care Cen-

ter. She was also a member of the
Westfield Service League, Westfield
Tennis Club, Echo Lake Country
Club, and Joint Civic Committee, as
well as being an active member of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, where she
served on the Flower Guild and the
Embroidery Guild. She also made
many friends through her interest in
bridge. Betty and her husband owned
a house in Madison, Conn., for 25
years, where they enjoyed being mem-
bers of the Madison Beach Club. Their
children and grandchildren often vis-
ited and there are many happy memo-
ries from those summers.

Betty and her husband loved to
travel, especially to England, Swe-
den, France and Italy. They often
rented houses or apartments to use as
a base to explore the countryside.

In lieu of flowers, gifts may be
made in Betty’s memory to St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 414 East Broad
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090. A fu-
neral will be held at St. Paul’s on
Saturday, February 9, 2019, at 11
a.m. Burial will be in the Garth. Please
go to www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
leave condolences online.
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Gladys E. Nette, 96
Gladys E. Nette passed away on

Saturday, January 26, 2019, at Stafford
Hill retirement home in Plymouth,
Mass. While raising her family, she
was a resident of Scotch Plains/
Westfield for 40 years and then re-
tired to Princeton, N.J. Gladys was
born in New York City and graduated
from Hunter College. She was pre-
ceded in death by her loving husband
of 70 years, Siegfried Nette. After
their marriage in 1947, the Nettes
moved to New Jersey, where Gladys
worked for NJ Bell Telephone and

Verizon for 25 years.
Surviving are her children, Deborah

Briner of Glen Ellyn, Ill., and Chris-
topher Nette and his wife, Laurel, of
Duxbury, Mass. She was brought tre-
mendous joy from her grandchildren,
Emily DeMayo, Elizabeth Melvin and
Eric, Keith and the late Ryan Nette,
and great-grandchildren, Jillian,
Blake, Elliott and Charlie. Condo-
lences may be addressed to Christo-
pher Nette (1290 Tremont Street,
Duxbury, MA 02332).
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Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals Upcoming Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced its events
for February. The Public Affairs De-
partment will host Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr on Tuesday, February
12, at 1 p.m., at the home of Barbara
Jackson. Mayor Mahr will speak about
key issues in her community. All are
invited to attend and to participate in
the discussion. Those planning to at-
tend are asked to call Barbara.

The Arts and Crafts Department
will meet at the Cranford Community
Center on Tuesday, February 19, at
10 a.m., to learn about the art of
quilting. This gathering will be led by
Edie Coogan, who will share her ex-
periences making quilts. She also will
demonstrate how to plan a pattern for
a quilted pillow. Attendees are asked
to bring a pair of large scissors suit-
able for cutting material if they are
available. All other materials will be
provided. If planning to attend, call
Edie. The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

The Literature Department will
meet on Monday, February 25, at 1
p.m., at the home of Dot Conheeney,
who will lead a discussion of the book
“The Gatekeeper” by Kathryn Smith.
This is the story of Missy LeHand,
one of the people who enabled Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt to achieve
his place in history. Those planning to
attend are asked to call Dot.

The club will hold a business meet-
ing on Wednesday, March 6, at 10
a.m., at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter. Co-Presidents Sue Driscoll and
Marie Mastorakis will preside as at-
tendees welcome guest speaker Carol
Nolde. A Westfield resident, Ms. Nolde
is a poet and the author of “Things
Live After.” She has taught English
and creative writing at Westfield High
School. The public is invited.

The club is collecting non-perish-
able food items at its meetings to be
donated to the food bank. For more
information about the Wednesday
Morning Club, contact Co-Vice-Presi-
dents Carol Moran at (908) 233-5635
or caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or
sandij301@gmail.com.

MUSIC FILLS THE AIR...Conductor Mark Hyczko will lead the New Brunswick
Chamber Orchestra this Saturday, February 9, at 7:30 p.m., in the first “Steeple
Concert” at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield. Mr. Hyczko also is the new
music director at St. Paul’s. Tickets may be purchased at the door or interested
persons can go to steepleconcerts.org for discount series tickets. For more
information, call Mr. Hyczko at (908) 232-8506, extension no. 10.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, February 11, at 1:30 p.m., in the
parish center. The parish center is
located at 512 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, adjacent to the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church.

Garrad Perry will again entertain
attendees with his voice and music.
Members are invited to bring guests.
Refreshments will follow the program.
The club expressed appreciation to all
who provide desserts and reminded its
members to continue to support the
Westfield Food Pantry with donations.

Local Synagogue
Plans Trivia Night

CRANFORD — Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim will present Trivia
Night on Saturday, March 9, begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. It will take place at
the synagogue, located at 338 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford.

Participants are invited to form
teams of four to eight people to com-
pete, or be matched with others. The
event also will include Tito’s Vodka
Tasting Bar, a tricky tray, silent auc-
tion and snacks. Local businesses
are welcome to donate items for the
auction, tricky tray or a giveaway.

Tickets are $30 in advance and
$40 at the door. Interested persons
may order tickets online at
tbemc.org/trivianight/ or reserve
their seat by calling (908) 276-9231.

Joan A. Cavanaugh, 84,
Longtime Westfield Resident

Joan A. Cavanaugh, 84, passed
away peacefully on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 29, 2019, at Center for Hope
Hospice in Scotch Plains after a
courageous battle with cancer, with
her primary caregiver by her side.
Born in Cranford, she lived most of
her life in Westfield. She was a
lifetime member of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church, where she
served as a Eucharistic Minister.

Joan was a graduate of Seton Hall
University, earning a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Education.

She was the beloved daughter of
the late Rose (née Barraia)
Bracchitta. She was also prede-

ceased by her adoring grandpar-
ents, Louis and Anna Barraia, and
her faithful canine companions,
Tara, Megan and Percy. She will be
greatly missed by her caregiver,
Greg Meier, and her close friends,
Fr. Gerry and Fr. Peter, as well as
several others.

Visitation was held at Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 3. A Funeral Mass took place
on Monday, February 4, at the Holy
Trinity Church in Westfield. Inter-
ment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.
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Cranford Library Reveals
Programs For March

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, has a full calendar of family
programs for Spring 2019. The fol-
lowing activities are scheduled to take
place during the first half of March.

Story time sessions will continue
during March through April 11. The
library has weekly offerings for chil-
dren ranging from 3 months up to
age 5. All story times are at 10:15
a.m. Babies ages 13 to 23 months
can join Baby Story Time every
Monday morning. Two-year-olds
are welcome to attend Toddler Story
Time every Tuesday morning, and
children ages 3 to 12 months can
come on Wednesday mornings.
Preschoolers ages 3 to 5 are invited
to 3-4-5 Story Time on Thursday
mornings. No registration is re-
quired, but participants are asked to
arrive on time as space is limited
and the library may be unable to
accommodate latecomers.

The library will continue to offer
iDiscover Coding, a monthly intro-
duction to the logic of computer pro-
gramming. Each class will acquaint
children with a coding concept
through the use of fun, educational
apps. Students will create interac-
tive stories, animation and even video
games. Children in grades 1 to 3 are
invited on Tuesdays, March 5, March
26, April 2, April 30, May 7 and May
28, at 6:30 p.m. Students in grades 4
to 6 are welcome to attend on March
5, April 2 and May 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Registration is not required, but space
is limited. This free program is spon-
sored by a grant from the Union
County Freeholders.

The library will present its Second
Annual Picture Book Palooza on Sat-

urday, March 9, at 10 a.m., in Room
200 of the Cranford Community Cen-
ter. Picture book authors and illustra-
tors will share books and crafts with
children ages 4 to 8 and their families.
All attendees will have a chance to
win copies of books by featured au-
thors and illustrators, and additional
books will be on hand for purchase
and autographing. Registration is not
required. Admission is free.

Independent readers are invited to
hone their skills by reading to therapy
dogs at the “Paws for Reading” pro-
gram on Tuesdays, March 12, April
9 and May 14, from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Registration is required and
begins two weeks before each pro-
gram. To reserve a spot, call (908)
709-7272 or stop by the library.

Students in grades 4 to 6 are invited
to a fun series called Unquiet Library,
which will meet on Thursdays, March
7, March 21, April 4 and April 18,
from 4 to 5 p.m. This drop-in pro-
gram will feature movie days, robots,
video games and much more.

Additional activities will be an-
nounced for the second half of March,
along with April and May. For more
information, visit cranfordlibrary.org.

KLONDIKE CHAMPS...Members of Cub Scout Pack 171 of Westfield cel-
ebrate their participation in the Patriots’ Path Council Watchung Mountain
District annual Klondike Derby on January 26, where they garnered first place
in the Webelos Division.

Pack 171 Places First In
Klondike Webelo Division

WESTFIELD — Cub Scout Pack
171 of Westfield garnered first place
in the 2019 Klondike Derby Webelos
Division, with a grand total of 194
points out of 195 — a near perfect
score.

Wilson Elementary School Scouts
in fourth and fifth grades competed
in the Patriots’ Path Council
Watchung Mountain District annual
Klondike Derby on January 26.

The Klondike Derby is a Boy Scout
outdoor winter event, in which each
team must visit six Alaskan “towns”
and work together to complete vari-
ous challenges and demonstrate their
skills in Scouting. A total of 17 packs
from across Union, Morris and

Somerset counties participated.
Led by Den Leaders Julie Beck and

Erik Graf, the boys from Pack 171 —
Peter S., Liam G., Ethan R., Ryan B.,
Brandon S., Aaran P., Timothy Y. and
Sean N., also known as the Wilson
Webelos — were tested in fire build-
ing, orienteering, cooking, first aid,
shelter building, knot tying and dis-
tress signaling.

The Scouts really enjoyed them-
selves and showed their Scout spirit
all day long with their patrol yell
and great team cooperation. Even
the parents who followed along had
great satisfaction watching their
youngsters show off their Scouting
skills.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Presidents’ Day on Sunday

WESTFIELD — Every year, the
third Monday of February is set
aside by the federal government to
honor two of America’s greatest
Presidents — George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln — and their
contributions to the nation.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will welcome visitors this Sunday,
February 10, from 2 to 4 p.m., to
celebrate the lives and achieve-
ments of these Presidents. The
museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield.

Guests will learn all about the
Presidents’ Day holiday as well as
fun facts about Washington and
Lincoln. The program also will in-
clude a craft, storytelling and light
refreshments. Admission is $4 for
ages 13 and older; $3 for ages 3 to
12, and free for age 2 and younger.

Upcoming Sunday programs in-
clude “18th Century Weeks of Want”
on March 10 and “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 31. Early American
open-hearth cooking demonstrations,
a special feature of the museum, will
resume in March. The Miller-Cory

House Museum also is a resource for
schools and other community groups
for tours and customized programs.

For more information, call the mu-
seum office at (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
website is millercoryhouse.com.

Knights Invite All
To Benefit Breakfast
AREA — Monsignor Joseph F.

Loreti Knights of Columbus Council
3240 invites the community to a Pan-
cake, Egg and Sausage Breakfast on
Sunday, February 17, from 8 a.m. to
noon. It will be held in Loreti Hall at
the Church of the Assumption, located
at 113 Chiego Place, Roselle Park.

This fundraiser is to sponsor a
young seminarian at St. Andrew’s
College. Tickets are $10 and will be
sold at all masses this weekend, Feb-
ruary 9 and 10. They also may be
purchased at the door.

Imagine Room Is Named
After Keith Hertell II

MOUNTAINSIDE — A room
dedication was held January 17 at
Imagine, A Center for Coping with
Loss, in Mountainside, in honor
and memory of Keith Hertell II,
who died in a car accident in 1997
at the age of 25. Mr. Hertell’s fa-
ther, Keith Hertell, made a very
generous gift to Imagine to name
the child loss support group room,
called “Keith’s Room.” The fund-
ing provides support for the more
than 320 children and parents cur-
rently attending Imagine on five
different Nights of Support.

“It is an absolute honor for my
family and me to be able to dedi-
cate a room in my late son Keith’s
name,” said Keith Hertell. “It is
hoped that this room can provide

comfort and solace for those par-
ents that lose a child and provide a
place to recount all the special
memories that that late child
brought to the mourning family.”

“Keith was a grandson, a son,
and a brother, a musician, a come-
dian, and a performer,” said his
older brother, Darren Hertell. “He
absorbed the world around him and
reflected back to it his voice, al-
ways in a humorous and loving
way. He was honest, trustworthy,
driven and motivated. He didn’t
sacrifice his values to achieve his
goals. This room offers each visi-
tor the opportunity to reflect on the
important place that loved ones
take in our lives.”

“Imagine wouldn’t exist without
Mr. Hertell and Dr. Gerry Glasser,
whose vision it was to create a
children’s grief support center in his
beloved Westfield community,” said
Mary Robinson, Imagine executive
director. “I’ll never forget Dr. Glasser
telling me he knew who could get the
job done as our founding board chair,
and that that person was Keith
Hertell. No truer words were ever
spoken. We are so very grateful for
his contributions from day one of
Imagine until today with this gener-
ous gift in memory of his son Keith.”

For more information about
Imagine’s free, year-round grief
support groups, visit imaginenj.org
or call Imagine at (908) 264-3100.

TRIBUTE TO KEITH...The family of Keith Hertell II is pictured in front of
Keith’s Room, which was dedicated January 17 at Imagine, A Center for Coping
with Loss, located in Mountainside. Pictured, from left to right, are: Keith Hertell,
Connor Lavelle, Kerry Lavelle and Darren Hertell.

Seniors Can Play
‘Bagels & Bingo’

CRANFORD — The Cranford Rec-
reation and Parks Department will
present “Bagels & Bingo,” a new event
for senior citizens, that will be offered
at the Cranford Community Center. It
is open to Cranford residents only.

“Bagels & Bingo” will be held
every fourth Tuesday of each month,
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., beginning
February 26. The recreation and
parks department said this activity
will feature guest callers, many
laughs and prizes.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Reservations are required and may be
made by calling Lori Donnelly, se-
nior coordinator, at (908) 709-7283.

Barbara Polk Riley

Genealogical Soc. to Focus
On African-American Hist.
WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-

cal Society of the West Fields invites
the community to join Barbara Polk
Riley and Muriel “Dee Dee” Roberts
at its meeting next Thursday, Febru-
ary 14, for a program on African-
American Genealogy. The meeting
will be held at 1 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Born and raised in Roselle, Mrs.
Riley is the third of four daughters of
Dr. and Mrs. Charles C. Polk. She
was educated in the local school sys-
tem, is a graduate of Howard Univer-
sity, Washington, D.C., and earned
her B.L.S. from New Jersey College
for Women, now Douglass College,
Rutgers University, and her M.L.S.
from Columbia University.

Mrs. Riley was a professional li-
brarian for more than 40 years, retir-
ing from Union County College after
working there for over 26 years.

Her interest in genealogy began
after she attended a meeting of the
Afro-American Historical and Ge-
nealogical Society (AAHGS) in 1992.
She joined this group that year and
has attended many annual meetings.

Mrs. Riley is an amateur historian
and a collector of books on the Afri-
can-American experience. She has
donated over 3,000 books to the
Plainfield Public Library, where she
volunteers in the Local History De-
partment.

She is trying to find her roots by
having her DNA tested. Her father’s
family came to New Jersey in the
1840s; her research focuses on find-
ing relatives of the 20 children of her
paternal ancestors Jimmy and Amey
Smiley, who were freed in 1838 in
Virginia. She is seeking more infor-
mation on her maternal side.

Mrs. Riley has three children, three
grandchildren and two great-grand-
sons. She currently is a member of the
historical committee at the Heard
A.M.E. Church in Roselle (her family
church) and is the church archivist.
The church will celebrate its 98th an-
niversary this month.

Muriel Roberts

F-SP Thrift Shop
Has Valentine Gifts

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, has
announced that it currently is featur-
ing items suitable for Valentine’s Day
gift giving.

Shoppers are invited to check out
the Collectors’ Corner and jewelry
case for unique pieces. All items are
researched online for description and
value. The shop prices are well below
website prices, according to the Ser-
vice League. Additionally, the shop
still has new and gently-used winter
wear for men, women and children.

Since 1974, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League has donated
more than $1.3 million for local
causes. The Service League welcomes
new members. To learn more about
the League, call the thrift shop at
(908) 322-5420 during business
hours. Shop hours are Tuesday to
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Interested persons also may visit
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
and to give the League a “like” on its
Facebook page, Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League. Current, gen-
tly-used donations are always accepted
during business hours at the rear door
of the thrift shop. Donations must be
saleable. Visitors may enter the shop
parking lot via Willow Avenue.

Garwood Library Highlights
Upcoming February Events
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library has revealed activi-
ties taking place at the library during
the second half of February, as well
as some continuing programs. The
library will be closed on Monday,
February 18, for Presidents’ Day.

Kid’s Craft is set for Wednesday,
February 20, at 3 p.m. Children in
second grade and up will make a fun
craft. Registration is required and
participation is limited to 20.

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be offered on Thursday, February
21, from 10 a.m. to noon. Union
County Division on Aging staff will
be on hand to assist senior citizens
age 60 and older or their caregivers
with information on services such as
meal delivery, respite care, adult day
care and support services for
caregivers.

The Monday Afternoon Book Club
will meet at 1 p.m. on February 25 to
discuss “Fly Girls” by Keith O’Brien.
No registration is required.

Lego will be available on Thurs-
days, February 14 and 28, at 3 p.m.,
for children ages 4 through 12. Par-
ticipants may build whatever they
wish, then share their creation with
others. Some Lego creations will be
displayed in the library’s showcase.
Registration is required and partici-
pation limited to 15.

Additionally, the Knitting Club
meets on Mondays and Thursdays at
10:30 a.m. No registration is required.
Participants learn how to knit or show
others how it is done while enjoying
fun conversation. Needles and yarn
are provided to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess takes place on Mon-

days at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but sessions are limited to
12 players. This non-instructional
program offers an informal chess
game for children of all ages. Six
boards are provided.

Explore It is held on Tuesdays, at
3 p.m., in the Lincoln School Art
Room. This program provides after-
school STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) fun
for youngsters in fourth grade and
older. Registration is required and
participation limited to 16.

Toddler Story Time, for children
from infants through age 4, is pre-
sented Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Activities include stories, songs,
bubbles and more. No registration is
required. The Pipsqueak Players will
visit Storytime on February 13.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register for
programs, call (908) 789-1670. Fur-
ther information on library programs
and services also is available online
at youseemore.com/garwood.

Hypertension Clinic
Available at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-

ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 12, from 10 a.m. until noon. No
registration is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

Teens Plan Meeting
On Homelessness

AREA — Bridges’ Teens Tackle
Homelessness (TTH) Committee is a
group of high-school students dedi-
cated to learning about the causes of
and solutions to homelessness. Each
year, the teen committee plans a con-
ference on homelessness for high-
school students across New Jersey.

The next TTH meeting will take
place on Tuesday, February 12, at 7
p.m. For information, go to
bridgesoutreachnj.org/teens-tackle-
homelessness/. To RSVP, email
volunteer@bridgesoutreach.org.

‘Brain Games’ Event
On Tap at Library

CRANFORD — Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey will
visit the Cranford Public Library for
Brain Games, a program for adults, on
Thursday, February 21, at 2 p.m. This
interactive presentation will focus on
the brain as a “master computer” and
the important topic of brain health.

There are routine maintenance ac-
tivities people can do on a daily basis
to help keep this master organ healthy
and in working order, even as they
age. Diet, physical exercise and proper
rest will be discussed. Participants
also will try out games and exercises
that stimulate and exercise different
areas of the brain, to help improve
memory and stay sharp.

This program will be presented by
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of
New Jersey.

No registration is required for this
free event. The Cranford Public Li-
brary is located at 224 Walnut Av-
enue and is accessible to all. For more
information about the Cranford Pub-
lic Library, visit cranfordlibrary.org.
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
 ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

SCANLAN, HEARD, DARDIA WIN; SIMPSON WINS BY TF

Blue Devil Matmen ‘Chill’
Roselle Park Panthers, 50-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One team remained to be beaten if
the Westfield High School wrestling
team wanted to win the Union County
Conference (UCC) Watchung Divi-
sion with a perfect slate and the team
was the Roselle Park Panthers that the
Blue Devils hosted on January 30.
The quest was accomplished as the
10-2 (6-0 in UCC Watchung Divi-
sion) Blue Devils reaped team points
in 10 of the 14 scheduled bouts to
defeat the 12-5 Panthers, 50-21.

The Panthers did take their only
lead of the evening when Elvin
Guerrero used a barrel roll-to-back
maneuver to pin James Greco in 4:18
at 152-lbs. Next, Blue Devil Luke
Scanlan took Pat Gergich to the mat
with a single-leg trip then added a
two-point tilt to take a 4-0 lead into
the second period.

Scanlan upped his lead to 8-1 with
a pair of single-leg drive takedowns
then converted a reversal to a half
nelson, five-point move to claim a 13-
2 major decision.

“I wanted to be a lot more offen-
sive. I noticed that after the first
takedown, I kept getting my half
[nelson] pretty well but the issue was
I couldn’t turn him. My high crotch
[takedown] was working so I kept
hitting it over and over again. I had
one that I turned into a Fireman’s. I
was hoping for a tech and I was pretty
close to a pin. I just couldn’t get my
arm out at the end to finish it off and
put him on his back,” explained
Scanlan, who added, “I am feeling a
lot more confident on my feet this
year than in the other years.”

But before his reversal, Gergich
attempted to work Scanlan into a dan-
gerous Spread Eagle situation like in
his bout with Cranford’s Ky’ell Roper
five days before.

“He tried to go for it but I saw it that
time. I felt I was not going to let that
happen again,” Scanlan said.

At 170-lbs, Blue Devil Jordan
Simpson came out firing on all cylin-
ders. He began with a single-leg lift
takedown and added a five-point lat-
eral drop to carry a 7-1 lead over Jon
Estivene into the second period where
he added an escape and three double-
leg tackles. Leading 15-3 in the third
period, Simpson added another
double-leg tackle and a cradle to grab
a 20-3 technical fall in 6:00.

The Blue Devils increased their
lead to 21-6 when Tim Miller re-
ceived a forfeit at 182-lbs and Jack
Price received a forfeit at 195-lbs
Then Brendan Loder exercised a
double-leg lift-to-back to pin Igor

DOBOSIEWICZ SINKS 11 PTS, LISANTI TRIP 3-POINTERS

Pat School Girls ‘Shoot’ Past
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 50-33

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bragging rights for the top rung of
the Union County Conference (UCC)
Watchung Division and most likely
the top seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament (UCT) was se-
cured by The Patrick School girls

basketball team with a 50-33 victory
over the hosting Westfield Blue Dev-
ils on February 1. The Celtics, who
had beaten Westfield, 55-44, earlier
in the season, improved to 5-1 in the
division with their only loss being to
Roselle Catholic, while the Blue Dev-
ils, who beat Roselle Catholic twice,

slipped to 5-2.
The Celtics presented a 1-2 punch

offensively beginning with a drive
inside approach in the first quarter
then by shifting personnel to success-
fully inflict an outside shooting attack
in the second quarter. The Pats wereCONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION INSIDE...Blue Devils Sam Stravfach, reaching, Caroline Dwyer, No. 3, Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 23, and Chloe
Kreusser, No. 21, pack the inside lane against the Patrick School Celtics in Westfield on February 1 in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING OUT OF A TANGLE...Blue Devil Theo Dardia, center, begins to
work his way out of a tangle against Panther Drew Graves during overtime in his
145-lb bout. Dardia wiggled out, got the takedown and won 7-5.
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principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  
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COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

COLDWELL BANKER

Scotch Plains I $849,000
Welcome home to this wonderful and spacious home
in the heart of Scotch Plains Homestead
neighborhood. Finished basement w/ fireplace.

Agent: Pat Plante
Search 3523124 on CBHomes.com

Westfield I $829,000
Stunning Northside duplex! Short distance to town
and train. Open floor plan, designer finishes…A
Must See. 2 units available.
Agent: Francesca Azzara
Search 3525861 on CBHomes.com

Westfield I $829,000
MOVE IN READY Westfield home w/ LOW TAXES!
Bright and open floor plan, stunning Master Suite
and beautifully landscaped yard.
Agent: Barbara Lang
Search 3527496 on CBHomes.com

Mountainside I $679,000
Charming Cape on large lot in desirable neighborhood.
Deceiving from curb, this spacious home has ample
living space and a 4 Season Sun Room.
Agent: Joyce Taylor
Search 3529523 on CBHomes.com

Cranford I $485,000
Enchanting Cape Cod with vaulted ceilings, gas
fireplace flanked by built-in shelves, triple Palladian
window & hardwood floors.
Agent: Julie Murphy
Search 3527339 on CBHomes.com

Cranford I $400,000
Fantastic opportunity in a lovely neighborhood!
Spacious Sun Room is an added bonus that is sure
to please. Hardwood floors throughout.

Agent: Sharon Steele
Search 3522822 on CBHomes.com

KORZENESKI RALLIES TO WIN, DORAN TECHS, A.J. PIN

Cougars Rout Woodbridge
In Mat Group Section, 52-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Acquiring team points proved to
be very difficult for the fifth-seeded
Woodbridge Barrons when they faced
the fourth-seeded Cranford Cougars
in the quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Wrestling
Tournament at Cranford High School
on February 4. The 13-5 Barrons
found themselves in a 21 to minus 1
hole before they could place a posi-
tive team point on the scoreboard in a
52-14 Cranford triumph.

Referring to a previous setback,
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman said,
“Some of these kids are remembering
a beating [loss to Westfield] that they
took not too long ago and that’s fuel-
ing the fire. Sometimes that happens.
You learn a lot from a loss. I felt they
[Westfield] wrestled great that night
and we did not. They wrestled better
than us.”

The 14-4 Cougars shot right out of
the chute when Pat Kalnins punished
Anthony Zecchino with a four-point
barrel roll-to-back move and an arm
bar walkover nearfall before pinning
him in 5:11 with his walkover arm bar
at 120-lbs. At 126-lbs, after pulling
off a five-point elevator-to-back move
in the second period, Cougar Jimmy
Gluck showed Nick DiLauro the lights
in 5:54. Dean Smith recorded three
takedowns and an arm bar stack

nearfall before pinning Justin Langan
in 3:26 with a tight waist stack at 132-
lbs to up the Cougars’ lead to 18-0.

The next bout turned out to be a
battle between Cougar Jack
Korzeneski and Jaden Catalano at
138-lbs. Catalano initiated a Merkel
takedown and Korzeneski escaped.

Catalano won a scramble for another
takedown and Korzeneski escaped.
Korzeneski escaped in the second
period and Catalano escaped in the
third period to take a 5-3 lead.
Korzeneski reached down deep and
with 11 seconds on the clock, he

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A FANTASTIC FINISH...Cougar Jack Korzeneski, left, comes back from a 5-3
deficit to beat Barron Jaden Catalano, 8-5, at 138-lbs.

Westfield Beats Elizabeth
In Mat Section – tidbit page 12

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Cougars Rout Woodbridge in Mat Sectionals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate       

Cell: 908 313 1542                      

Direct: 908 233 6417 

joyce.taylor@cbmoves.com 

295 Bridle Path, Mountainside  

Great Loca on | Ample living space!  

O ered at: $679,000 

Westfield West Office | 600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908-233-0065 
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Welcome home to this Charming Cape! Located in a highly desirable neighborhood 

in Mountainside, this spacious 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath home is very deceiving from the 

curb. A sun lled Living Room and spacious Family Room are complete with re 

places while the relaxing Sun Room has both heat & air condi oning for year around 

use. Open concept eat in kitchen has views of large back yard. Bright First Floor 

Master Bedroom with walk in closet and en suite. In addi on to the impressive    

living space, the large back yard aims to further place. Complete with pa o, the    

expansive outdoor living space is perfect for entertaining. One car a ached garage.  

Pat School ‘Shoots’ Past Blue Devil Cagers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HER MOVE...Blue Devil senior Lily Maz, No. 10, makes her move toward the basket in the game against the
Patrick School Celtics in Westfield on February 1.

all over their offensive boards which
enabled them to get second and third
chances but their quick hands also
created many Blue Devil turnovers
which were converted to lay-ups.

The Celtics scored the first four
points of the game but both teams
were having difficulty with turnovers.
Freshman Chloe Kreusser, with an
assist from freshman Grace Klag (2
assists, 3 rebounds, block) scored the
Blue Devils’ first two points but Celtic
Niaisya Ervin answered with two of
her own. Kreusser, on an assist from
senior Ali Lisanti, came back with
two points, making the score 6-4 and
causing the Pats to call a timeout with

4:26 left in the quarter. The Celtics
added a lay-up then Blue Devil junior
Faith Dobosiewicz (6 rebounds), who
led her team with 11 points, sank the
first of her two 3-pointers to cut the
lead to 8-7 but the Pats answered with
a put-back to win the quarter 10-7.

Shifting to their outside attack
proved to be deadly in the second
quarter as Celtic Dana Hill (12 points
— 4 3-pointers) immediately sank a
pair of 3-pointers, Klag assisted
Caroline Dwyer (2 rebounds, steal)
on a 3-pointer but Celtic Camile
Valencia pushed in a 3-pointer. Hill
would hit her third 3-pointer and Tay-
lor Crystian (8 points) would sink
four straight free throws at the end of
the quarter to give the Celtics a 26-15
lead at the half.

“Over the past four years that I’ve
watched the Patrick School play, they
have new girls every single year. Ev-
ery single year it’s a different team. I
think we learned to adjust every single
year. There are some girls that we
know who don’t start, Lashae Dwyer.
She doesn’t usually start but we know
she’s coming off that bench and is a

threat. Another tactic the coach does
is he constantly switches people. We
have to adjust to those girls because
we know they all can play, so it’s
whether or not we can get our heads
into the game and play defense,” Blue
Devil senior Lily Maz said.

“Yesterday at practice, we knew
that they were going to switch people
off. We just had to go into the game
saying we have to stop them even
though they are not as big as a threat
as some others. But today we let some
shooters shoot that we didn’t see as a
threat but they were,” Lisanti added

The Celtics’ tactic of shifting from
the inside driving game to the effec-

tive outside shooting, especially from
Hill, did indeed force the Blue Devils
to make rapid adjustments.

“We really packed in the middle for
their drivers. They are really strong
drivers but once they got hot, we had
to change our defense, so we changed
to a 3-2 to shut them down,” Lisanti
said.

“Last year we knew them as a three-
point shooting team and this year they
don’t have as many three-point shoot-
ers but that girl we know her. She’s
played over the last couple of years
and she has always been a three-point
threat. But we focused on the drivers
then she got hot and we had to adjust
like Ali said,” Maz added.

The Blue Devils’ defensive ad-
justment in the third quarter suc-
ceeded in limiting the Celtics to just
one 3-pointer by Hill. In the mean-
time, Lisanti with assists from Maz
(4 assists, 2 steals), senior Sam
Stravach (10 rebounds, block, 2
points) and Charlotte Dursee (2
points, steal) banged in trip 3-point-
ers even though the Celtics won the
quarter 14-13.

“I know that I can always trust Ali
to hit a three when we need it. Once I
see her in the corner of my eye stand-
ing around the lower area of the court,
I know that I can pass to her and I can
count on her to hit that three when-
ever we need it,” Maz explained.

“I know Lily always looks for me,
so does Strav[ach]. They always know
when to pass it and when to detract the
defense so I’m open for the three
points,” Lisanti said.

Dobosiewicz scored the Blue Dev-
ils’ only five points of the fourth quar-
ter with a pair of free throws and a 3-
pointer.

The Pat School should be a sure bet

to get the top seed for the UCT, while
the Blue Devils should receive the
second seed and Roselle Catholic
would receive the third seed.

“Coach [Liz] McKeon said now
they have the target on their backs.
Everyone wants to beat them, so we
just have to play our game and when
we see them again, we have to beat
them,” Lisanti emphasized.

“I am very glad that we got the two
seed honestly. That means that we are
going to have to face Roselle Catholic
again, which was always fun to ply
them. But I want to and I know we are
going to see the Patrick School again
in the county final and it’s going to be
a whole different game,” Maz ex-
pressed.
Patrick School 10 16 14 10 50
Westfield   7   8 13   5 33

caught Catalano with a low lateral
drop five-point move to win 8-5. Dur-
ing the bout, the Woodbridge coach
was penalized a team point for pursu-
ing a discussion too long with the ref.
Hence a 21 to minus 1 team score.

“Being my last home match ever in
my career, I thought there’s no way I
am losing. After taking a tough loss
on Friday, I knew that stung. I didn’t
want to feel that again. The kid was
tired and he was fading. I knew I had
more in the tank and that I was the
better wrestler,” Korzeneski ex-
plained.

On his ceding a Merkel takedown
in the first period, Korzeneski said,
“He had it locked up but I wasn’t
going over. I knew I was going to be
able to break it. It was just a fact that
he got two [points] on me.”

The Barrons then were awarded a
bit of a gift in the 145-lb bout when
Cougar Conor Halpin slipped on a
takedown attempt and got stuck in
3:26 by Joe Brucado to make the team
score 21-5. At 152-lbs, Cougar AJ
Bencivenga, who normally likes to
amass numerous takedowns, only used
two of his famous Fireman’s before
clamping Tyler Job in 26 seconds
with a cradle.

“I went for a Russian [takedown]
first then he set his arm into an under
hook and I went for it. He went to his
back. He popped over. I didn’t catch

it right away, so I cut him and went
back to it and caught him,” Bencivenga
described. “I wanted to get back on
the bench, get the team all hyped up
with the quick pin.”

At 160-lbs, being a little hasty in
his attempt to set up a guillotine cost
Cougar Ky’ell Roper a win in regula-
tion. Instead Barron Sergio Cespedes
recorded a takedown in overtime to
win 8-6. Cougar Evan Kanterman has
to thank his top control ability when
he pulled off a 1-0 victory over Yusuf
Elbayar at 170-lbs. At 182-lbs, Cou-
gar Justin Alpaugh-McLean recorded
seven takedowns, a pair of nearfalls
and an escape to claim a 22-6, 4:11
tech fall over Rodwan Dahhan. Zach
Blevins shuffled out to the center of
the mat to receive a forfeit at 195-lbs.

A very hungry Cougar Matt Doran
voraciously attacked Chris Costales
quickly and consistently, using his
linebacker mentality to record a five-
point double-leg tackle-to-back move
and following with a driving five-
point head throw to carry a 10-1 lead
into the second period. Doran added
another driving takedown in the sec-
ond period then tacked on another
takedown-to-back move to seize a
16-1, 6:00 tech fall to up the team
score to 46-8.

With a grin on his face, Doran
[Doran] painted the picture, “I see the
opponent as a fat elk and I am the

wolf. And I am trying to eat that elk.
That’s basically the mentality. Wolves
take down elks that are a lot bigger
than them. I don’t actually weigh 220
but because I am a spirit wolf, I go
right to the elk. Got to chase them
down, get them tired, go for the kill,
got to feed the pack.”

Cougar Kevin Shriner turned
Manny Rivera to his back in 3:09 with
a half nelson at 285-lbs then in the
final two bouts, Barron Alex Irazarry
topped Ronan Waters, 5-1, at 106-lbs
and Xavier Laracuente beat Cougar
Will Fernandez, 7-1, at 113-lbs.

“I think our kids are wrestling pretty
well going into the post season, which
is a good time of the year. We got
some close wins and there’s some
stuff that we really got to work on,
some things that we are doing not so
great that we have to fix before we go
to Phillipsburg on Wednesday,” Coach
Gorman said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
120: — Kalnins C p Zecchino 5:11
126: — Gluck C p DiLauro 5:54
132: — Smith C p Langan 3:26
138: — Korzeneski C d Catalano 8-5
145: — Brocado W p Halpin 3:26
152: — Bencivenga C p Job :26
160: — Cespedes W sv Roper 8-6
170: — Kanterman C d Elbayar 1-0
182: — McLean C tf Dahhan 22-6 4:11
195: — Blevins C won forfeit
220: — Doran C tf Costales 16-1 6:00
285: — Shriner C p Rivera 3:09
106: — Irazarry W d Waters 5-1
113: — Laracuente W d Fernandez 7-1

Blue Devils Wrap Up Season
With Ice Win Over Cougars

The Westfield High School boys
varsity ice hockey team wrapped up
its regular season with two more wins,
including a victory over neighbor-
hood rival Cranford to accentuate a
glorious senior night celebration.

The Blue Devils faced-off against
the Cougars after emotional pre-game
festivities honoring their fourth-year
players and their proud parents. Mem-
bers of the squad in the final season are
captain CJ Duffy, alternate captain Alex
Park, Timmy Rosa, Petey Buontempo,
Anthony Oliveri, Zack Peterson, John
Humiston and Tommy Duffy.

The scrappy Cranford squad hoped
to spoil the evening and Westfield
helped keep the tilt close by spending
almost the entire third period with at
least one man in the penalty box.

However, the goalie combination of
Peterson and captain Duffy were able
to withstand the infraction-laden con-
test and help Westfield prevail, 2-1.

Ironically, it was the young guns –
freshman Thomas Conrod and Sopho-
more Brendan Kotiga – providing the
offense for the Blue Devils. Juniors
Dylan Howard (2), Trevor Tanella
and Nick Forno provided the helpers
on the goals.

The final game of the regular sea-
son pitted Westfield against and old
nemesis in the Bridgewater-Raritan
High School Panthers. Using a four-
goal explosion in the second period
the Blue Devils were able to coast to
a win, making it an even dozen for the
campaign so far, by the score of 5-1.

In a true team effort, points were

spread around to nine different play-
ers. The goal scorers included Fresh-
man Matt Beke, Kotiga, Oliveri, Park,
and Rosa. Earning apples in the con-
test were sophomore Kyle Azzaretto,
Humison, sophomore Dan McDonald,
Oliveri, Park and Tanella.

Westfield wrapped up the regular
season with a 12-4-3 record. The Blue
Devils head to the post season tourna-
ments – county finals, conference and
state tournaments – with high hopes.

Follow the WHS boys ice hockey
teams on Twitter @westfieldpuck for
an informative and entertaining take
on the season’s activities. Fans can
also visit WHSpuck on FaceBook
and Instagram. See the website for up
to date team schedules at
www.westfieldhockey.com.

Photo courtesy of Varsity Vantage

A SENIOR MOMENT...The Blue Devil seniors line up with their parents on “Senior Night”. The Blue Devil icemen
completed their season with a 2-1 win over the Cranford Cougars and a 5-1 victory over Bridgewater-Raritan.

Rokicki, Potts Named
Cougars of Week

Elle Rokicki, a senior on the var-
sity basketball team, had a career
high this past week, scoring 14 points
against Carteret, leading the Cougars
to a 60-55 victory over the Ramblers.
Allen Potts II is sophomore on the
varsity bowling team, has bowled five
matches of 600 or higher and recently
made it to the individual finals in the
Union County Tournament.

Cougars Ambrosio, Doran Sign Letters of Intent
Cranford High School seniors Sofia Ambrosio and Matthew Doran signed

Letters of Intent to continue their athletics careers. Ambrosio has committed
to St. John’s University in New York City to play soccer and Doran will play
football at Bentley College in Waltham, Mass.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP AN ARM BAR WALK OVER STACK...Cougar Patrick Kalnins, top, sets up an arm bar walk over stack on
Woodbridge Barron Anthony Zecchino in his 120-lb bout. Kalnins pinned Zecchino in 5:11 and Cranford won 52-14 in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament at Cranford on February 4.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

TRIARSI GETS FIRST IN 55H, LAWRENCE 1ST SHOT PUT

Blue Devil Girls Place Second;
Boys Seventh at Section Track

The Westfield High School girls
indoor track team placed second at
the North 2, Group 4 Championships
held at the Bennett Center in Toms
River on February 3. The Lady Blue
Devils had a total of 52 behind the
Ridge Red Devils, who placed first
with a 79 total. The Westfield boys
placed seventh with a total of 20,
while the Ridge boys captured the
title with a total of 62.

For the girls, Blue Devil Lauren

Triarsi took top honors in the 55-
meter hurdles with a time of 8.82.
Triarsi recorded a time of 8.73 in the
preliminaries. Teammates Julia
Csorba at 9.39 and Abigail Knaul at
9.62 finished 7-8. Triarsi also placed
fourth in the high jump with a clear-
ance of 4-8 and Csorba placed fifth at
the same height.

Blue Devil Erica Lawrence won
the shot put with a shove of 36-4.5
and Julia Rickert placed fifth with a

shove of 31-2.5. Isabel Boufarah
crossed second in the 800 with a time
of 2:21.88, followed very closely by
Katie Hamilton at 21.89. Molly
Stogner crossed 12th at 2:40.24.
Caroline Collins finished fourth in
the 1,600 with a time of 5:21.86 and
Grace Endy finished sixth at 5:28.03.
The Blue Devils took fifth in the
4x400 with a time of 4:13.32.

Sarah Hacker placed fifth in the
3,200 with a time of 11:38.73, fol-
lowed by Sammy Salz at 11:48.69.
Liz Bielen finished ninth at 11:59.07.
Leah Norton placed eighth in the pole
vault with a height of 9-0. Caroline
Bielen finished 11th in the 400 at
1:02.93 and Marie Koglin finished
17th at 1:05.5.

In the boys’ meet, Jake Saltzer fin-
ished fourth in the 400-meters with a
time of 51.7, followed by Ajay Olson
at 51.96. Steve Zucker finished eighth
at 52.98. The Blue Devils also placed
a close second behind Elizabeth in
the 4x400 with a time of 3:26.99.
Matt McIntyre finished fifth in the
55-meter dash with a time of 6.77.

Cooper Brennan finished fifth in the
800 with a time of 2:01.79 and Ronnie
Melao finished 16th at 2:08.98. Kevin
Yucetepe finished sixth in the 3,200
with a time of 9:54.36 just ahead of
Will McGlynn at 9:57.69. Zach Spergel
finished 14th at 10:22.13.

Will Loggia finished seventh in the
1,600 with a time of 4:34.4 and Jack
Maranz crossed eighth at 4:37.67. In
the pole vault, Max Owens placed
eighth with a height of 10-0. Sean
Root took sixth in the shot put with a
shove of 42-9 and Jack Cioffi placed
ninth in the high jump with a clear-
ance of 5-6.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2017
Cell/Text:  (908) 578-8198

Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 10th • 1-4PM
201 Throwbridge Drive, Scotch Plains

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

TAXES: $12,380. THIS REFLECTS A TAX ABATEMENT UNTIL 2036.
Welcome to a wonderful 55 + community.  This corner home boasts a desirable FIRST FLOOR
MASTER EN SUITE & an open floor plan located in the fabulous development of Heather
Glen, just minutes to downtown Westfield. This very spacious 10 year old Colonial has a two
storied foyer with entry into a sunny 4 BR & 2 1/2 Bath home.  The Living Room/Great Room
has a vaulted ceiling & wood burning fireplace.  The Kitchen has granite counters, an ideal
breakfast bar & a 1st floor laundry room. The 2nd level offers a large Loft/Family Rm, plus 3
Bedrooms all with walk-in closets and a Main Bath. A large basement is an added plus. The
monthly maintenance is $312.  Amenities include pool & clubhouse. Offered at $749,000.

DON'T MISS THIS OPEN HOUSE OR
CALL MARY FOR SHOWINGS OR QUESTIONS: 908-578-8198.

ROONEY 15 PTS; SHAPIRO 13 PTS, 10 RB; CROWLEY 10 PTS

Blue Devils Fall to Cardinals
In 80-77, OT B-Ball Thriller

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield and Plainfield engaged
in an outstanding back-and-forth battle
that went to overtime before the host-
ing Cardinals finally prevailed 80-77,
in a boys basketball game played on
January 31 at Rico Parenti Gym.
Donyae Council and Jamarques
Lawrence each scored 18 points to
lead Plainfield to the victory.

In a clash which featured 24 lead
changes with neither team ever build-
ing more than a seven-point advan-
tage, it was Plainfield that was on top
when it mattered most. The Cardinals
featured three sophomores and two
freshmen in their starting lineup yet
managed to even their season mark at
9-9.

“Plainfield has got guards every-
where,” said Westfield Head Coach
Jim McKeon. “They are young and
deep and they are going to be good for
a lot of years to come. We probably
should have won in regulation but
you know, they made a play at the end
and hats off to them.”

The two up and coming Union
County rivals stood tied at 55-55 after
three quarters. The Blue Devils scored
on back-to-back 3-pointers by
Sebastian Ferrero and Griffin Rooney
to take a 67-62 lead with 3:35 left in
regulation. But Plainfield roared right
back eventually taking a 68-67 lead
with just over a minute to play. Rooney
connected on a free throw to tie the
contest at 68-68 with :51 remaining.
Then the Blue Devils seemed to be in
great shape for the win after Matt
Crowley stole a pass and converted a
lay-up to give Westfield a 70-68 lead
with just :29 remaining.

A Plainfield turnover set the Blue
Devils up to ice the game but here is

where the Cardinals demonstrated
their will to win. Justus Williams stole
the Westfield inbounds pass and found
Tyejuan Taylor under the basket for
the game-tying score with 0:11 on the
clock. Westfield had a shot to win it
but Crowley’s drive into the lane was
blocked with :05 remaining and a
desperation half-court heave by Coun-
cil fell short forcing overtime.

In overtime, Westfield once again
surged to the lead. A basket by Ferrero
followed by a three-point shot from
Crowley gave the Blue Devils a 75-70
lead with 2:30 left on the clock. But
Plainfield came back again, scoring
six points over the next minute to grab
a 76-75 lead. Blue Devil Jacob Walsh
converted a free throw to tie the game
at 76-76 with 1:36 remaining.

Then Lawrence drained a 3-pointer
from the corner to put the Cardinals in
command 79-76 with 1:11 to play.
Westfield had a chance to cut the lead
or even tie it but Crowley turned the
ball over when he slipped trying to
drive along the baseline causing the
ball to bounce away out of bounds
with :24 left. After the teams ex-
changed free throws, Plainfield held
an 80-77 lead with :19 left on the
clock.

Westfield’s Tommy McGuire stole
the ball away and got off a 3-point
attempt that missed with :16 still re-
maining. McGuire stole the ball again
but got called for a travel as he tried to
set up for a tying shot with :06 to go.
Incredibly, the Blue Devils stole the
ball yet again with :02 left but Tommy
Kane’s desperation half-court shot
missed allowing Plainfield to finally
claim the hard fought victory.

“We started out kind of slow,” said
McKeon. “When they get chaotic we
can’t play that game. That is

Plainfield’s game. They like to play
that way. They are scrappy, they are
athletic and they just made one more
play than us today. I’m not mad at our
kids. I think they played their butts
off. We’ve been in a lot of close
games and we were hoping one would
go our way.”

With the loss, Westfield fell to 7-10
despite looking very good in many of
those defeats. The Blue Devils were
led by Rooney (15 points), Hank
Shapiro (13 points, 10 rebounds.) and
Crowley (10 points., 10 assists).

“Westfield is a tough team,” said
Plainfield Head Coach Michael Gor-
don. “They gave us everything they
had. We knew they would bring it
because we played them earlier this
season and it was a close game then
too, although much lower scoring.
Matt Crowley is a special player for
them. Our kids are young and they
met the challenge that Westfield
brought tonight.”

Plainfield was especially effective
throughout the game at hitting open
players on the low blocks for lay-ups.
It was a match-up problem the Blue
Devils tried to deal with in many
different ways but could never quite
solve.

“That play worked for them be-
cause they had the guards that were
able to break down our guards and
penetrate the lane and get to the rim,”
said McKeon. “Then they had the guy
on the block who was able to step up
into the open area for the pass. We had
to switch up the defense a couple of
times to combat that. We went to the
press, and switched to zone and went
man-to-man in an effort to keep them
off balance.”
Westfield 13 19 23 15   7 77
Plainfield 17 12 26 15 10 80

Courtesy of Cranford fan

UNDEFEATED...The 9-0 Cranford PAL wrestling team of the Central Jersey Youth Wrestling League recently knocked off
undefeated Woodbridge, 40-36, in Cranford. The Cranford High School Team came out to support the youth team.

pinned Connor Ballangal in 1:16 at
138-lbs.

Jim Ecklyn pinned James Greco in
4:55 at 152-lbs and Vin Mangano
beat Theo Dardia, 7-3, at 145-lbs.
Matt Spirko (285) and Mike Lonnay
both received forfeits.

In the Mendham match-up, Scanlan
pinned Rob Chittenden in 36 seconds
at 160-lbs and Simpson pinned An-
drew Bryan in 1:29 at 170-lbs. Loder
(195) won by 20-5, 5:19 tech fall over
Sebastian Quinn. Jack Price beat
Shaan Dhirmalani, 6-0, at 182-lbs.
Gimblette (113) beat Tristan
Navarino, 7-0, and Hoerle (120) won
by 13-5 major decision over Chris
Tringali.

For Mendham, Jack Bertha (106)
topped Jacobs, 7-0, Peter Tringali (132)
beat Jeremy Silber, 10-4, and Luke
Colannino (138) won by injury default
over Anthony Ciotta. Alex Winant
(145) won by 4:00 tech fall over Dardia
and Justin Hyde (152) nipped Greco,
11-9. Nick Berry (220) edged Kevin
Vicuna, 5-4, and Gage Armijo (285)
pinned Heard in 49 seconds. Dom
DiGena (126) won by forfeit.

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team competed against some
heavyweights in a tri-meet in Westfield
on February 2 and came out on the
short end of a 55-16 setback to 13-5
Raritan (seeded second in Central
Jersey Group 2 behind powerhouse
South Plainfield) and 35-27 to 13-3
Mendham (top-seeded in North 2,
Group 3).

Against Raritan, Blue Devil Luke
Jacobs won by 12-2 majority deci-
sion over Alex Auletta at 106-lbs.
Quinn Gimblette pinned Aidan
Dennehy in 1:22 at 113-lbs and Luke
Hoerle pinned Matt Vargas in 40 sec-
onds at 120-lbs. At 160-lbs, Luke
Scanlan dropped a tight 3-1 decision
to Anthony Bailey and at 220-lbs, Jon
Heard dropped a tough 5-2 decision
to Kevin Lind.

For Raritan, Justin Acevedo won
by 8-0 major decision over Brendan
Loder at 195-lbs. Anthony Aquilano
pinned Jordan Simpson 4:10 at 170-
lbs and George Burdick pinned Mike
Price in 17 seconds at 182-lbs. At
132-lbs, Jacob Spirko pinned Tyler
Sontz in 2:47 and Cameron Rafalko

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devils Fall to Raritan,
Mendham in Mat Tri-Meet

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times — full accounts of
the past can be found at goleader.com
“archives” Click the particular month
and year.

FOCUSING ON 2016:
February 4, 2016: Four starters

for the Westfield High School girls
basketball team delivered 100 per-
cent of the scoring and all four hit
double figures in a 52-34 rejection of
the AL Johnson Crusaders in Westfield
on February 4. However, every Lady
Blue Devil delivered dazzling defen-
sive performances, especially in the
third quarter when they outscored the
Crusaders, 15-2, to put the game on
ice.

Blue Devil sophomore Molly Ryan
hit 15 of her team-leading 17 points in
the first half and four of them — 12
points — came from beyond the 3-
point arc. The inside exploits of jun-
ior Shannon Devitt stepped heavily
into the act. Devitt drove to the basket
and scored eight of her 14 points in

the third quarter. Junior Danielle
Rinaldi banged a pair of threes and

finished with 10 points. Rinaldi also
finished with four assists, three steals
and six rebounds. Senior co-captain
Amalia Montes also benefited from
the open lanes and finished with 11
points. Montes also pulled six re-
bounds and added a steal.

February 5, 2016: Competing for
a worthy cause took place on Febru-
ary 5 in the Annual Pin Cancer wres-
tling showdown between the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders and
the Westfield Blue Devils. The previ-
ous two showdowns went right down
to the final bout with the Raiders
winning in 2014 and the Blue Devils
pulling it out last year. This time the
Raiders secured the honors in the next
to last bout to finish with a 37-25
victory.

The key bout came at the midpoint
of the evening with Blue Devil Phil
Ricca and Raider Jaylen Bryant jump-
ing up a weight class to 285-lbs to
begin battle at center mat. The bout
was particularly important because
Ricca had placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) at 220-
lbs and Bryant placed third at that
weight. After a rugged battle, Bryant
prevailed 6-4.

Blue Devil Jack Miller showed that
he has recovered quite well from an
injury he suffered at the UCT when he
amassed eight takedowns of various
types, three nearfalls and a reversal to
claim a 25-7, 6:00 technical fall over
Zack Fleischman at 170-lbs.

February 6, 2016: Freshman
Olivia Foucher’s 3-pointer late in the

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING AN ESCAPE...Blue Devil Isaiah Reese stands up and attempts to
escape the grasp of Raider Mikey Ramos in their 160-lb bout during the Pin
Cancer showdown. Reese escaped and defeated Ramos, 7-1 (February 5, 2016).

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIFFICULT PERSON TO GUARD...Cougar freshman Lauren Williamson, No.
10, has to deal with a real tough customer in Pioneer Katie Kinum who drives to the
basket in Cranford on February 6, 2016. Kinum scored 33 points in the Pioneer win.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Rick McGinley: 1931-2019;
WHS’s All-Time TD Leader

In May 1950, Rick McGinley’s se-
nior essay was a “History of Football
in Westfield.”

McGinley noted in the preface: “It
shall be the purpose of this paper to
consolidate the history of the sport of
football in the Westfield High School
since 1911. The paper is a result of a
search of the files of The Westfield
Leader over a period of 38 years. It is
the desire of the author that his paper
may serve as background material for
the future sports editors of the Hi’s Eye
and will prove of interest to the stu-
dents in the school.”

He acknowledged the assistance of
Walter Lee, The Leader’s owner/edi-
tor; Graham Beckel, a teacher at the
high school who suggested the topic;
and WHS football coach Joe Free-
man, who helped him compile the
statistics.

In his outline, McGinley went over
many things, among them:

Before the high school formed a
team (believed to be in 1897), some
locals represented Westfield on Clark
Field, located on East Broad Street,
between Harrison and Euclid avenues.

Traditional games with Cranford
caused ill feeling between the two
towns.

Home games were played at Recre-
ation Park, which is now the center of
outdoor sports in town and is known
as Recreation Field (now it’s Gary
Kehler Stadium).

Herbert ‘Hub’ Stine took over as

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rick McGinley: “No.40 will live in
Westfield hearts forever.”
coach in 1916 and Plainfield – where
Stine ended his coaching days and the
football field is named in his memory
– became a very strong rival.

One of the best games ever seen in
town was a 0-0 tie with Rahway in
1920.

W.A. Howe became the new coach
in 1921, when Stine left for Plainfield.
He created “pep assemblies” and the
marching band was introduced.

Much tradition became attached to
the games played on Election Day in
early November.

In 1924, when Recreation Park was
being done over, the team used High-
land Field, located at the corner of

Birch and Harrison avenues.
Ed McGinley Jr. (an original New

York Giant and Rick’s father) was a
referee of many WHS games.

Bob Duncan took over in 1929,
replacing Howard Batten. In 1931, the
largest crowd ever – 5,000 – saw
Westfield beat Plainfield, which was
now coached by Stine.

1933 brought about the construc-
tion of the scoreboard, which stands at
Recreation Field.

Freeman replaced Duncan in 1941
and had an unbeaten team that won a
state championship in his first year.

Rick McGinley penned a 1,500-
word essay about the growth of the
football in Westfield and in the state.
He also picked a rather interesting all-
Westfield Greats team.

FIRST TEAM
Ends: Fred Hohenstein (’12), Gerry

McGinley (’48).
Tackles: Adolph Ulbrich (’29), Max

Glasser (’24).
Guards: Dom Sisto (’42), John

Chironna (’46).
Center: Mal Rickerson (’25).
Backs: Lee Waring (’32), Frank

Ketcham (’33), Pump Vella (’36), Roy
Marsh (’14), Mac Chattin (’20).

SECOND TEAM
Ends: Eric Kjellmark(’20), Jack

Rogers (’41), Jim Kane (’42)
Tackles: Martin Howarth (’14),

Dick Jeske (’43).
Guards: Mooney Ambruster (’28),

Ray Poole (’14).
Center: none
Backs: George Dorsett (’24), Ted

Vreeland (’43), Rick Hillier (’43),
Floyd Beane (’42), Jim Turpin (’42).

Notably absent from the first or
second team – despite picking five
backs on each team – was Bobby
Dougherty, a three-year single-wing
tailback from 1944-46, and his re-
placement, speedy (and obviously
humble) Rick McGinley. They gradu-
ated as the No. 3 (Dougherty) and No.
1 all-time scoring leaders at WHS
(Waring was No. 2).

To this day Rick is WHS’s all-time
touchdown leader with 46.

McGinley scored 19 in 1947 when
his older brother Gerry was opening
holes for him (and also closing them
as a lethal linebacker), and followed
with seasons of 10 and 17. WHS’s
three-year record, while Rick was tot-
ing the leather, was a giddy 27-3,
losing twice to West Orange and once
to Plainfield.

We bring all this up because Rich-
ard D. (Rick) McGinley passed away
on Jan. 25 in Point Vedra Beach, Fla.,
at age 88.

The famed McGinley brothers, the
sons of former New York Giant tackle
Ed Jr., have now all passed on – Gerry
in 2015 and Ed III in 2018 preceding
Rick.

Growing up next door to Freeman
on Stoneleigh Park, Ed III was an all-
county tackle on the unbeaten 1944
team; Gerry captained the unbeaten
1947 team, and Rick captained the
1949 team. All were all-county, and
Gerry and Rick were all-state. Gerry
was inducted into the Westfield Ath-
letic Hall of Fame in 1994, Rick in
1998, and the 1947 team in 2002. The
McGinley boys and their dad were
inducted into the Historical Society’s
Westfield Hall of Fame in 2006.

All of them followed in their dad’s
large footsteps at the University of
Pennsylvania. Ed and Gerry later
carved out very successful careers in
finance, while Rick was an executive
for Bethlehem Steel Corporation.

Three generations ago they were the
talk of the town. Now they are all
gone, although Gerry’s son John has
become quite well known as an actor
in TV and movies. But in the 1940s,
when Westfield was starting to be-
come a big name in New Jersey foot-
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Frank Isoldi Jr. Betty Lynch Elizabeth Bataille Jean Marie Morgan

Westfield | $2,399,000
Luxurious 2BR/2BA Twnhme Offerng One
Floor Living W. Qual. Custom Feat. thrght.
Surround yourself in the warmth & beauty. 
Search 3516552 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers December 2018

TOP AGENT
Ellen Murphy

TOP TEAM
Kim Haley Team

Westfield | $1,275,000
This elegantly updated 5BR, 4.2 Bath
Expanded Ranch in Indian Forest just waiting
for the next owners! Spacious & Lovely.
Search 3527710 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $979,000
Gardens 4 BR 3+Bath Tudor w Modern
Makeover! 2 story add-on w FR, Custom Built
In's, NEW Kit & all Baths! Fabulous Find!
Search 3525935 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $698,000
Welcome home to this fab 5BR/3+BA Custom
designed home that is MOVE in ready! MSTR
suite +2 BR main lvl. Grmt Kit a GEM! 
Search 3527284 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $685,000
Charming 3BR Eng. Colonial. Upon Entrng
the LVRoom 2 Sets of Fr.Doors Leadng 2Fam
Rm/Wet Bar, Openg 2 Invitng Brick Patio 
Search 3524770 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $679,000
Move right into this 3 BR, 2full bath Splitlevel
home. Updated kitchen w. wine door. Cute
breakfast bar. Great Paver Patio 
Search 3525178 on CBHomes.com

ball, the McGinley boys were a big
reason for that.

Under Rick McGinley’s senior
photo in the 1950 Weather Vane was
written:

“Mr. Football to WHS for three
years ... sheer magic of coordination
and speed ... 46 TDs in career ... record
breaking sprinter ...one of the school’s
most popular ... No.40 will live in
Westfield hearts forever.”

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Griff Morgan (’17) was named the

New Jersey Athletic Conference
Swimmer of the Week after winning
the 1,000 free, the 200 fly and the 200
IM and swimming a leg on the win-
ning 400 free relay in the College of
New Jersey’s recent loss to Rowan.

Paul Casazza, the former head coach
of the Westfield YMCA Devilfish, is a
first-year assistant with the Lions.

Sophomore Shannon Devitt (’17) is
averaging 13.7 points and 12.5 re-
bounds per game for CNJ’s 14-8
women’s basketball team. That in-
cludes 26 points (2-for-2 on 3-point-
ers) last Saturday against Ramapo.
She is coming off a freshman year
when she nearly averaged a double-
double (10.5 ppg, 9.8 rpg), won the
NJAC Rookie of the Year, and was a
10-time Rookie of the Week.

Senior Jackie Knapp (’15) has
scored 281 points for the Tufts (20-2)
women’s basketball team, giving her
929 for her career through Feb. 2. Her
cousin, freshman Abby Ryan (’18),
has scored 154 points, while starting
all 22 games.

BOWLING
The WHS bowling team is seeking

its 11th sectional title, and second
under coach Ralph Corey, on Friday, 2
p.m., at Jersey Lanes in Linden. The
Devils (14-1) are led by seniors Dylan
Kurstedt and Will Shepherd, juniors
Trey Rabinowitz and Jon Grossman,
and freshman Dante Morales, with
lots of help from junior Tyler Devitt
and sophomore Austin Peterson. Shep-
herd won the Union County individual
title last week, although WHS was
stunned by Union.

DID YOU KNOW?
Coach Mike Tirone’s WHS bowl-

ing team won the 2008 state title with
a total 3,403. But that same quintet
(Eric Curialle, Jesse Embry, Brett
Ettinger, Matt Marcus, Arly Rojas)
was fourth at counties with a pinfall of
2,817; the Blue Devils’ ‘B’ team fin-
ished with a 2,834, which would’ve
been good for second place.

IN PASSING
Julius Campbell, a co-captain and

star defensive end on the integrated
T.C. Williams (Alexandria, Virginia)
High School’s 1971 football team that
was the basis of the classic movie
“Remember the Titans,” passed on
Jan. 25 at age 65.

ON THIS DATE
1983: With standout Andy Jacob

suffering a bout of strep throat, the
indoor track team lost the Union
County championship to Elizabeth by
a 40½-40 margin. Greg Kasko won
the mile and two-mile, and teamed
with Kevin McGorty to win the high
jump relay.

AROUND THIS DATE
Feb. 4, 1967: Jerry Brown, Frank

Rugg, Bob Shriver and Dave Calvert
ran an 8:14 to set a school record and
win the indoor state Group 4 title.

Feb. 4, 2004: Annie Onishi, Miriam
Becker-Cohen, Meg Driscoll and
Emily MacNeil won the 4x800 in a
meet record 9:36 at the Metropolitan
Invitational at the 168th Street Ar-
mory in New York.

Feb. 5, 1963: Norm ‘Nemo’ Koury,
after going 34-0 in two years as the
junior varsity coach, was named head
baseball coach at WHS.

Feb. 6, 1999: WHS’s 42-year reign
as Union County boys swimming
champions was ended by Scotch
Plains. The last time the Devils hadn’t
won (or shared) the title was in 1956.

Feb. 10, 1970: Former WHS foot-
ball star John Griner (’61) was killed
in action during his second tour of
duty in Vietnam.

Feb. 11, 2011: Joe Greenspan had
16 points, 17 rebounds, 4 assists, 2
steals, 2 blocked shots and a pair of 3-
point baskets in a 69-38 rout of Clark.

Raiders Top Iselin Kennedy,
GL Highlander Wrestlers

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team chalked up two
more wins, upping its record to 15-
10, with a 47-27 triumph over Iselin
Kennedy on January 31 and a 43-25
victory over the Governor Livingston
Highlanders on February 1.

Against the Iselin Kennedy Mus-
tangs, Alex Oslislo pinned Fauzan
Amjad in 1:23 at 182-lbs, Zach
Zimmerman pinned Dariel Miranda in
1:03 at 195-lbs and Eddie Smith pinned
Jensy DeLeon in 1:16 at 220-lbs. At
113-lbs, Brandon Bowles won by 15-
0, 3:20 tech fall over Marcus Crespo,
Andre Carinhas pinned Ben Fluet in
1:42 at 120-lbs and Joey Larmore won
by forfeit at 106-lbs. At 138-lbs, An-
thony Robinson pinned George
Kirvalidze in 1:44. John O’Connor
received a forfeit at 170-lbs.

For the Mustangs, Luis Marquez

won by 12-1 major decision over Ben
Root at 126-lbs, Joe Small (145-lbs)
won by 11-1 major decision over
Bobby Root and David Lee came up
with a 10-1 major decision over Tim
Roden at 160-lbs. Emadre Bradley
beat Noah Samms, 3-1, at 152-lbs and
Joe Grassi (285-lbs) pinned CJ
Estevez in 3:32.

Against Governor Livingston,
Oslislo (182-lbs) pinned Jacob Quandt
in 1:31, Zimmerman (195-lbs) won
by forfeit and Smith pinned Justin
VanOostendorp in 45 seconds at 220-
lbs. At 106-lbs, Larmor pinned Jason
Rosenberg in 2:27. Carinhas nudged
Jack Sergio, 8-5, at 113-lbs and
Bowles (120-lbs) won by 10-2 major
decision over Jeff Stepien. Robinson
(138-lbs) pinned Scott Rayack in 38
seconds and at 170-lbs, Time Roden
received a forfeit.

Highlander Harrison Kelly won by
10-0 major decision over Ben Root at
126-lbs, Dave Vill (132-lbs) won by
17-1, 5:02 tech fall over Barros and
Conor Vill (145-lbs) won by 11-2
major decision over Bobby Root. At
160-lbs, Joe Scalora beat Samms, 7-
4, and at 285-lbs, Damon Ippolitto
pinned Antonio Dequollo in 2:34.

High School Sport Shorts:

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-021722-18
FILE NO. 22326-16.R

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
WILLIAM H. GEORGE, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; MARY FELICETTA;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Re-foreclosure Complaint
filed in a Civil Action, in which PCII REO
LLC is the plaintiff and CASSIE GEORGE
A/K/A KASSANDRA GEORGE, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
021722-18 within thirty-five (35) days after
February 7, 2019 exclusive of such date.
If you fail to answer or appear in accor-
dance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by De-
fault may be rendered against you for relief
demanded in the Amended Re-foreclo-
sure Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal

Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the

purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 13-00292,
sold on 6/2/2014, dated 6/11/2014, and
was recorded on 8/6/2014 in Book 13799
at Page 892, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to PRO CAP II, LLC
BY ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK and sub-
sequently assigned to plaintiff, PCII REO
LLC on 1/30/2018 and was recorded on 2/
22/2018 in Assignment Book 1440 at Page
302. This covers real estate located in
ELIZABETH, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 812 BLOCK
8 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of ELIZABETH and
concerns premises commonly known as
469 HENRY STREET, ELIZABETH, New
Jersey.

YOU, WILLIAM H. GEORGE, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, MARY FELICETTA, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on April 26, 2016, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Passaic County, by Mary
Felicetta against Kevin George disclosing
a debt in the amount of $139,018.63, plus
costs. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. J-0171297-2016. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  February 1, 2019

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/7/19, The Leader Fee: $81.60

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-18-027
to be located in Zone: R-1, on the premises
known as 832 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Block No.
197, Lot No. 13, has been submitted by:
Daiane Resende of 832 Springfield Ave,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Requirement(i): 255-35E(2) No increase
for square footage or volume of attic story.

Request(i): Increase the square footage
or volume of the attic story to approxi-
mately 700 square feet.

Requirement(ii): 255-36g(6)(c)[2] The
alteration does not constitute a substantial
improvement (50% or more of the
structure's market value).

Request(ii): Allow substantial improve-
ment (50% or more of the structure's mar-
ket value).

Requirement(iii): 255-36g(6)(c)[2] Any
increase in volume or area shall not ex-
ceed an aggregate of more than 25% of
such volume or area during the life of the
structure.

Request(iii): Allow increasing the vol-
ume by more than 25% and any additional
relief that may be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on February 25,
2019 at 7:45 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Daiane Resende

832 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 02/07/19, The Leader Fee: $49.98

B-ball Cougars Down
Eagle Academy, 64-62
Hunter Goff sank 24 points, includ-

ing 10 free throws, and Arjun Petgrave
had 16 points, 10 rebounds and four
steals as the Cranford High School
boys basketball team squeaked by the
Eagle Academy in Cranford on Janu-
ary 29. Jeremy Ruka had 12 points,
seven rebounds and two blocks, and
Cole Blazek had eight points and two
steals.

Lady Blue Devils Foil
Royal Cagers, 48-40

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team got a 21-7, first-quar-
ter jump on the Oak Knoll Royals and
rolled to a 48-40 victory in Summit on
January 30. Caroline Dwyer held the
hot hand offensively and led the team
with 13 points, which included two 3-
pointers and five free throws, while
adding two steals, an assist and three
rebounds for the 12-5 Blue Devils.
Grace Klag had 11 rebounds, nine
points (5 free throws) and an assist.

Sam Stravach had 11 rebounds, six
points, three assists and two steals.
Ali Lisanti (rebound, block, steal)
and Charlotte Dursee (3 assists, steal,
rebound) each had six points. Faith
Dobosiewicz (3 rebounds, steal, as-
sist), Chloe Kreusser (2 rebounds),
Lily Maz (rebound) and Emma
Pietrewicz each scored two points.
Paige Morton led the 8-8 Royals with
15 points, while Greta Criqui had
eight points and Katelyn Glory had
seven points.
Westfield 21   9   4 14 48
Oak Knoll   7   8 12 13 40

Westfield Matmen Rout
Elizabeth in Section

The second-seeded Westfield High
School wrestling team routed Eliza-
beth, 62-9, in the quarterfinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
5 Tournament in Westfield on Febru-
ary 4.

Luke Jacobs (106), Luke Bowen
Cupri (113), Quinn Gimblette (120),
Anthony Ciotta (138), Theo Dardia
(145), James Greco (152) and Luke
Scanlan (160) recorded pins. Luke
Hoerle (126) won by 19-2 tech fall,
Tim Miller (182) received a forfeit,
Jordan Simpson (170) won a close 8-
6 decision over Jesse Fornes and
Brendan Loder (195) topped Nour
Sayad, 9-5. Jon Heard (220) dropped
a tough 3-1 decision to Gerome Abad.

Middletown No. Tops
Raider Matmen, 50-15
The third-seeded Middletown

North High School wrestling team
topped sixth-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 50-15, in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament on February 4.

Raider Noah Samms (160) beat
Shaun Sullivan, 8-2, Eddie Smith
(285) pinned Andrew Kanski in 21
seconds and Zach Zimmerman (220)
received the forfeit. Alex Oslislo did
not compete. Brandon Bowles (113)
dropped a 6-3 decision to Tom
O’Keefe, Anthony Robinson (132)
lost 6-5 to Nate Pujois and Harrison
Wustefeld (170) dropped a 3-1 deci-
sion to Gabe Lavandaro.

Colonia Cagers Rock
Blue Devil Boys, 55-41
The Colonia High School boys bas-

ketball Patriots were on the mark early
with a 35-15 first-half lead en route to
a 55-41 victory over the visiting
Westfield Blue Devils on February 3.
Luke Valeriano pumped in 21 points,
while adding four assists and four
steals for the 15-3 Patriots. Chad
Baker had 15 points, nine rebounds
and three blocks, and Chris Sica had
nine points, seven rebounds and three
assists.

Junior Jake Walsh led the 7-11 Blue
Devils with 16 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers, and added three
assists and a steal. Griffin Rooney
had 10 points and a steal and Hank
Shapiro netted four points. Declan
McCauley and Sebastian Ferrero each
sank three points, Colin Freer and
Nick Murray each had two points and
Adam Perry put in a free throw.
Westfield 12   4 12 13 41
Colonia 14 21   4 16 55
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Blue Devil Matmen ‘Chill’ Rosells Park, 50-21
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
 fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE     600 NORTH AVENUE WEST     908-233-0065

The Best of Westfield
Real Estate Redesigned

Francesca Azzara

Sales Associate
mobile 908-309-6114

francesca.azzara@cbmoves.com
IG @realestateredesigned
FB Real Estate Redesigned

www.francescasellshouses.com

118 Oak Tree Pass, Westfield
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309 + 311 Walnut Street, Westfield
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DUPLEX

Maciel in 1:17 at 220-lbs.
Blue Devil sophomore Jon Heard

bumped up the 285-lbs to face Dave
Torres. After a scoreless first period,
Heard recorded a pair of defensive
spin behind takedowns in the second
period then pinned Torres in 4:32
with a reversal-to-back move.

“I was focusing on being more of-
fensive on my feet and trying to get
takedowns. Once I got on top, I felt
confident. Once I was on bottom, I
was getting out and I hit him with a
nice little move there,” Heard ex-
plained.

Last week in the 285-lb bout against
Cranford, Heard kept his wits when
he pulled off a Peterson reversal-to-
back, five-point move to beat Kevin
Shriner in the final seconds.

“I have been doing that move since
fifth grade. It was right there and I
decided I got to win, so why not,”
Heard answered.

Heard’s progress this season has
gotten a big boost from Loder, who is
his workout partner.

“He pushes me every day for sure.
He taught me everything this year. He
made me better in neutral [standing
position]. He is a great partner to go
with every day,” Heard revealed.

The Blue Devils’ lead jumped to

37-6 when Luke Jacobs recorded
three takedowns, an escape and a
nearfall to earn a 10-1 majority deci-
sion over Danny Luc at 106-lbs then
Panther Gabe Leo, after being taken
down by Quinn Gimblette at 113-
lbs, responded with a switch reversal
and a limp arm takedown to take a 4-
3 lead in the first period. He added
four more points in the second pe-
riod and another takedown in the
third to win 10-4.

Blue Devil Luke Hoerle received a
forfeit at 120-lbs then at 126-lbs, Jer-
emy Silber won a snake fight for a
takedown in the first period against
Julian Colon, Silber added a reversal
and a Penn State cradle nearfall in the
second period and added a switch
reversal and a takedown to defeat
Colon by 11-3 majority decision.

Panthers Eddie Hummel and Mark
Montgomery received forfeits at 132-
lbs and 138-lbs, respectively, then in
the final bout, Blue Devil Theo
Dardia was in for a wild bout against
Drew Graves at 145-lbs. Dardia be-
gan with a takedown and Graves
escaped. In the second period, Dardia
escaped and attempted to work a
head-and-arm takedown but Graves
responded with a single-leg trip
takedown to knot the score, 3-3. Af-

ter Graves escaped in the third pe-
riod, Dardia finally got his head-
and-arm takedown but yielded an
escape at the buzzer to force over-
time. Dardia then won a scramble for
a takedown to win via 7-5 sudden
victory.

“I thought I wrestled the first pe-
riod pretty well but the periods two
and three were pretty sloppy. I should
have been blocking at the shoulder a
little bit more but I thought I was
pretty good on my feet with my first
single [takedown]. All throughout the
match I thought my defense was pretty
good but in overtime, it really showed
our conditioning at least,” Dardia
analyzed. “I was able to maneuver my
way around him. I finally popped my
head out and scored.”
BOUT SEQUENCE :
152: — Guerrero R p Greco 4:18
160: — Scanlan W md Gergich 13-2
170: — Simpson W tf Estivene 20-3
6:00
182: — Miller W won forfeit
195: — J Price W forfeit
220: — Loder W p Maciel 1:17
285: — Heard W p Torres 4:32
106: — Jacobs W md Luc 10-1
113: — Leo R d Gimblette 10-4
120: — Hoerle W won forfeit
126: — Silber W md Colon 11-3
132: — Hummel R won forfeit
138: — Montgomery R won forfeit
145: — Dardia W sv Graves 7-5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRAGGING HIM BACK IN...Blue Devil Jordan Simpson, right, begins to drag Panther Jon Estivene back into the circle
during his 170-lbs bout. Simpson claimed a 20-3, 6:00 technical fall and Westfield defeated Roselle Park, 50-21

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Offered at $1,100,000 • Call Faith today to schedule your private tour!

“You Gotta Have Faith”

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

fourth quarter set up an overtime clash
between the Cranford High School
girls basketball team and the visiting
New Providence Pioneers, who hit all
10 of their free throws and added a lay-
up to overcome the Cougars, 64-57, on
February 6. The key for the Lady Cou-
gars was how to handle Pioneer junior
standout Katie Kinum, who finished
with a game-leading 33 points.

MacLelland, in her own right, was
the primary person that the Pioneers
needed to focus on. MacLelland, who
possesses strong driving to the basket
skills, finished the game with 19 points
but her rebounding performance was
phenomenal. MacLelland pulled five
rebounds in the first quarter alone and
went on to finish with 16.

February 6, 2016: Unless your

name is Daniel then finding yourself
in the Lions’ Den is not likely to end
well. The Blue Devils of Westfield
learned that the hard way as they were
mauled, 66-44, by the Lions of Roselle
Catholic High School on February 6
in the final game of the Tom Richel
HoopFest Showcase Tournament in
Roselle. Gilberto Cue scored 18 points,
all on three point baskets to lead
Roselle Catholic. Nathaniel Pierre
Louis added 16 points and inside player
Naz Reid finished with 10, many of
which came on thunderous dunks and
alley oop slams.

Senior Parker Hess kept the Blue
Devils within hailing distance with 11
points in the first half, including three
trays. Matt LaCorte had 13 points to
lead Westfield. Owen Murray sank 11
points.

A LOOK AT 2014:
February 4, 2014: Blue Devil jun-

ior Lillian Scott may or may not have
known how many points she needed to
break 1,000 career points; however,
the ever increasing chatter from the
boys in the stands must have given her
a resounding clue as she approached
that magic number late in the second
quarter when the Westfield High
School girls basketball team went on
to trample Rahway, 60-20, in Westfield
on February 4.

Scott needed 18 points to reach 1,000
and she hit numbers 18 and 19 when
she swished a set shot with 2:08 re-
maining in the second quarter to give
the Blue Devils a 44-7 lead. After a
ceremony, she took a seat and relaxed
for the remainder of the game.

February 7, 2014: Criteria deci-
sion put the Cranford High School
wrestling team over the top in a wild

match with Northern Highlands, which
ended in a 31-31 draw in Cranford on
February 7. Each team won seven
bouts and the 13-6 Highlanders re-
corded two pins to Cranford’s one, but

forfeits, disqualifications and defaults
in a Criteria count as pins also and the
15-4 Cougars received two forfeits to
boost their total to three.

Niko Cappello bumped up a weight
class to square off with Brandon

Latierno, who entered the bout with a
25-3 record, one of seven Highlanders
with 20+ wins. Cappello recorded a
low double-leg takedown in the first
period and added an escape and an-
other takedown in the second period.
With a 5-2 lead, Cappello managed to
control Latierno throughout the third
period to gain the crucial victory.

The first bout of the evening came at
160-lbs, and Cougar Corey Birch

bumped up to face Jack Castiglia and
came out on top, 4-1, after recording a
double-leg takedown and a reversal.
Dave Busch punished Jake Paparozzi
with three takedowns, an escape and a
nearfall to claim a 10-1 majority deci-
sion at 126-lbs.

February 10, 2014: Everyone at
the Wallace Pool for Monday’s North
2 Group 4 semifinal between No. 1
Westfield and No. 4 Hillsborough
knew one thing: Hillsborough was
going to win most of the races. And the
Raiders didn’t disappoint, winning
eight out of the 11 events.

But the Raiders only outscored WHS
in five events. When you’re at this
level of the state swimming champi-
onships, it’s all about d-e-p-t-h, and
WHS had plenty of it on Monday.
With the 89-81 victory, WHS advanced
to Thursday night’s sectional final
(weather permitting) against No. 3
(and tournament top-seed) Hunterdon
Central at the Raritan Bay Area YMCA
in Perth Amboy. It’s a rematch of last
year’s state Public A final, which WHS
won 91-79.

Westfield is a senior-heavy team,
and Caroline Baldwin, Sarah Cronin
and Erika Daniel didn’t disappoint in
their final home meet. But there were
many youngsters who delivered big-

time. Freshman Emily Oster had a
fifth (200 free), a fourth (100 back in
a Top 15 List 1:02.84) and anchored a
key third-place 200 free relay. Fresh-
man Shannon Pyle added a fifth in the
fly and a fourth in the breaststroke.
Sophomore Caroline Basil added a
third in the IM and a second in the
backstroke. And classmate Gwyn
Devin scored seconds in the 50 free
and 100 butterfly.

David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HANGING ON FOR CONTROL...Cougar Nike Cappello, right, controlled
Northern Highlander Brendan Latierno in the third period of his 170-lb bout to
grab a 5-2 victory on February 7, 2014.

David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENDURING THE 500-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Sarah Cronin swims the 500-
freestyle in Lane 4 against the Hillsborough Raiders at Wallace Pool in the North
Jersey sectional semifinals on February 10, 2014.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000040

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12253-17

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE, FOR THE
WAMU MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 2004-AR10

VS.
Defendant: TIMOTHY J. SCHETELICH AND

LAURA E. SCHETELICH, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 03/06/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/05/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sev-
enty-Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty
and 10/100*** $677,730.10.

The property to be sold is located in SCOTCH
PLAINS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2426 HILL ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax Lot No. 4, in Block No. 7703.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.233.
Nearest Cross Street: MARLBORO ROAD.
BEGINNING AT A POINT marked by an iron

pipe found in the southeasterly sideline of Hill
Road, said point being 254.60 feet in a northeast-
erly direction from a point of curve in the south-
easterly sideline of Hill Road, said curve leading
into the northerly sideline of Marlboro Road:

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty: $5,215.00.
Sewer Open with Penalty: $522.24.
TOTAL AS OF November 29, 2018: $5,737.24.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety-Nine Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Eighty-Seven and 13/100***
$699,987.13 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 02/07, 02/14, 02/21
& 02/28/19 Fee: $189.72

Wardlaw+Hartridge Standout
Swims to GMC Championship

Logan D’Amore of Scotch Plains,
a junior at The Wardlaw + Hartridge
School in Edison, was not about to
leave the GHreater Middlesex County
(GMC) Swim Championships with-
out a gold medal. Having just been
out-touched by one-hundredth of a
second in a dramatic 200-freestyle
race in which both swimmers shat-
tered the meet record by 1.9 seconds,
Logan roared back and claimed the

championship in the 100-freestyle in
a time of 47.31.

“I was kind of mad that I didn’t win
the race, but it was the fastest 200 that
I swam all year so I couldn’t be too
upset,” said Logan, who received only
45 minutes of rest between events. “I
went out in the time I wanted to in the
200-free and just couldn’t catch him.
I wasn’t really rested, so I knew the
100 was going to hurt.”

The GMC title was Logan’s fourth
in the past three years. He had previ-
ously captured gold in the 200-free
twice and the 500-free last year as a
sophomore. Although he’s not con-
sidered a sprinter, Logan showed his
speed by winning his first GMC 100
title. He took the lead in the first of
four laps and won the race by more
than a second.

“I sprinted the first lap and that got
me into the sprint mode,” Logan said.
“I’m competitive, my whole family
is. All the hard work I’m putting into
the sport is really worth it.”

Devilfish Big Splash
At BAC Pro Bowl

The Westfield Area ‘Y’ Devilfish swim
team sent a contingent of six distance swim-
mers to the 2019 BAC Pro Bowl, which
was hosted by Berkeley Aquatic Club in
New Providence on January 26 and 27.
Emma Heinze took top honors in the Girls
15-18 1,000 Free, and Matt Swenson broke
the Westfield “Y” Boys 13-14 400 IM
record, coming in at 4:22.70. All of the
Westfield swimmers placed in the Top-4 in
their events. Additionally, many of the par-
ticipating swimmers made cut times for
upcoming championship meets. The re-
sults were as follows:
Will Crall: Boys 13-14 400 IM (3rd),
Emma Heinze: Girls 15-181000 Free (1st),
Lauren Lane: Girls 13-14 1000 Free (3rd),
1650 Free (4th), Billy Maguire: Boys 13-
14 500 Free (3rd),
Matt Swenson: Boys 13-14 400 IM (2nd),
Peter Youssef: Boys 13-14 1650 Free (2nd)

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable
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PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
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JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering
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Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel
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FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A
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Belgian Block Curbing
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004545

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-022140-07

Plaintiff:PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
VS.
Defendant: CRAIG T. CURRIE; UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA; JAMES HOESLY;
JEFFERSON INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC;
JOHN H. HURWITH; CHAMPION WHOLESALE,
INC.; JOSEPH PORTUESE; SCOTT DEAN;
HOWARD COLEMAN; MICHAEL SPATZ;
DEMARIA CAPITAL, L.L.C.; CHINA GLASS
U.S.A., INC.; SYLVIA BASCH; JOHN DEMUNCK;
SEAN FLANNERY; MARISOL CURRIE; CAM-
BRIDGE FINANCIAL SEVICES. INC.;
SEUNGHO LEE; COSIMO DEMARIA HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; ALICE DEMARIA; JOSEPH
DEMARIA; RICHARD DEMARIA

Sale Date: 02/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 11/05/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Six
and 90/100*** $498,956.90.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 2096 NEW-
ARK AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JER-
SEY 07076.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 9201 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 80.00 feet X 100.00 feet X 80.00
feet X 100.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: HETFIELD AVENUE.
For sale information, please visit Auction.corn

at www.auction.com or call (800) 280-2832
Website is not affiliated with Sheriff’s office.

Advertise subject USA’s right of redemp-
tion:

Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410©, this
sale is subject to a 120 day right of redemption
held by the united States of America by virtue of
the Internal Revenue Service Lien: FEDERAL
TAX LIENS.

I. LIEN: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY-
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE versus CRAIG
T. CURRIE AND MARISOL VELAZQUEZ-
AGUILAR, dated November 4, 2006 and re-
corded November 15, 2006 in Book 194, Page
89 in the amount of $109,148.20.

II. LIEN: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY-
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE versus CRAIG
T. CURRIE, dated November 4, 2006 and re-
corded November 15, 2006 in Book 194, Page
88 in the amount of $41,129.63.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifteen Thou-
sand Fifty-Four and 96/100*** $515,054.96 to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
1617 JFK BOULEVARD
SUITE 1400
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/24, 01/31, 02/07
& 02/14/19 Fee: $277.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004262

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020298-14

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: JANE BUTLER; AND DARYL

BUTLER A/K/A DARRYL BUTLER A/FA
DARREL BUTLER, HER HUSBAND; PND
BANK; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; AND ZOHN &
ZOHN LLP

Sale Date: 02/13/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/22/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Ninety-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Sixty-
Three and 96/100*** $597,263.96.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 393
Midway Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023-
1423.

TAX LOT # 4, BLOCK # 38.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Glenwood Road.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 7,344 square

feet.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighteen Thou-

sand One Hundred Fifteen and 75/100***
$618,115.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLTON NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 01/17, 01/24, 01/31
& 02/07/19 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004494

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004246-18

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: KEITH SIMPSON, INDIVIDUALLY

AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF
ALLEN D. SIMPSON; KARYNN SIMPSON
BOROM; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA; MRS. SIMPSON, WIFE
OF KEITH SIMPSON

Sale Date: 02/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 11/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Fifty-Nine Thousand One Hundred Ten and 72/
100*** $259,110.72.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 46 f/k/a 16 & 17, Block 11402 f/k/a
315B

Commonly known as 1170 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
0.500 AC.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the south-
westerly side line of Martine Avenue, 40 feet from
the southeasterly side line of King Street.

Mortgage dated January 28, 2018, held by
Wells Fargo N.A. in the amount of $101,236.50,
Recorded February 13, 2008, in Book 12411,
Page 691.

The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Sixty-Nine and 31/100***
$265,969.31 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/24, 01/31, 02/07
& 02/14/19 Fee: $199.92

CLASSIFIEDS

Are you loving NJ Transit lately?

Westfield offices for lease:
• Located at 241 North Ave just steps from the train & bus.
• Handicap accessible including elevator and bathrooms.
• Newly renovated, well maintained with owner on-site.

• Several configurations available from a single room to 2,150 square ft.
• Parking available in lot 8, along the train tracks, through the town.

• Situated right next to the post office and close to shops at 608 Sherwood Pkwy.
• One oversized office with shared waiting room and kitchen.

• Great parking! Wonderful quiet location.
• Rent is $1,200 per month.

Mountainside office also available:

 Ask for Susannah or Bob or email Bob@fintax.com

Contact owner at 908-233-7900

Solution can be an office or satellite in
Westfield right at the train & bus station!

Office Space Available in

Westfield & Mountainside

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Results, Standings:

SCOTCH PLAINS: A super-sized
upset kicked off pre-Super Bowl fes-
tivities during Week 7 play of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Men’s 30+ Basketball League on
February 3.

The Goonies 70, Team 8 65: Team
8 came into the game winners of three
straight, with an average margin of
victory of 32 points in those trio of
W’s. The Goonies, on the other spec-
trum, entered losers of four in a row.
You know the old adage, “on any
given Sunday”….. Capt. Chris
Mattina (18 pts, 4 treys) steered his
crew, Gregg Carder and Joe
DeGennaro each tallied 12, Kevin
Adams netted 10, Rich Diomede
tossed in 9, and Steve Lee chipped in
6, as The Goonies used an active 2-3
zone to suppress the high-octane T8.
Capt. Blake Sonnek-Schmelz (18) led
the way for the Eight, Rich Cobbinah
(13), Mike Ruccio (11), and Rory
Schulman (10) also reached double
digits, and Gavin Ford had 8.

RunAsOne 62, Ocho Macho 48:
RunAsOne was in desperate need of
a lot of help, after dropping five con-
secutive, and received that infusion
in the form of injury replacement
player Charles Lott, who poured in
29 pts. in his spectacular league de-
but. R.B. Alverna (10), Doug Barker
(9), and Bryan Stitt (7) contributed to
the triumph. The Macho Men, now
mired in their own five-game slump,
were powered by point man Geoff

Gonzalez (21 pts), who drilled five
3’s. Center Craig Cichocki put home
8, while Westley Etheart, Tim Gray,
and Eric Halpin all registered 5.

Draymond 57, Under The Radar
39: Draymond’s win streak stands at
five, and they’re in sole possession of
first place thanks to the broad shoul-
ders of Capt. Jamal Berry and his 31
pts. Veterans Dave Berger (8) and
Keith Karyczak played able support-
ing roles for the victors. Under The
Radar was a bit under-manned, but
hung tough behind Eljay Aguillo’s 19
pts. Rookie Ross Lebrun finished with
9, and CV3 Chris Vandenbrande
added 6 in defeat.

SuperSonics 51, Lightning with
a Splash of Thunder 47: The Sonics
overcame a 6-pt halftime deficit, and
have five victories in their last five
contests, all by six points or less.
Capt. Steve Murray (16) and super
soph. Brendan Ryan (15) spearheaded
the comeback, fueled also by James
Patrick (9), Eric Lai (6) and Chris
Ward (5). The Lightning, who have
dropped their last two, got electric
performances from Warren Lowe (24)
and Orlando Jean-Charles (12).

FSPY STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Draymond 6 1
SuperSonics 5 2
Team 8 5 2
Lightning With Splash 4 3
The Goonies 3 4
RunAsOne 2 5
Under The Radar 2 5
Ocho Macho 1 6

Raiders Rap Plainfield, 40-28,
Summit, 50-18, in Mat Clashes

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team upped its record
to 13-10 with a 40-28 victory over the
Plainfield Cardinals in Plainfield on
January 30 and a 50-18 triumph over
the Summit Hilltoppers on January
31.

Against Plainfield, Alex Oslislo
pinned Eswin Orellana in 1:32 at 182-
lbs, Zach Zimmerman won by 11-0,
majority decision over John Vasquez
at 195-lbs and Eddie Smith pinned
Emmanuel Sutton in 1:53 at 220-lbs.
CJ Estevez pinned Steve Gordon in
2:34 at 285-lbs. At 106-lbs, Joey
Larmore won by 7-5 decision over
Issac Salinas and at 113-lbs, Andre
Carinhas pinned Jeremy Lopez in 4:30.
Brandon Bowles nipped Tylik Epps,
2-1, at 120-lbs and Anthony Robinson
pinned Deyvi Menjiver in 3:45 at 138-
lbs.

For the Cardinals, John Cruz
grabbed an 11-1 major decision over
Ben Root at 126-lbs, Wilson Carrillo
won by 18-3, 4:45 tech fall over Josh
Barros at 132-lbs and Skyler Frye won

by 13-0 majority decision over Bobby
Root at 145-lbs. At 152-lbs, Shaeed
Greene pinned Martin Rogoff in 2:50,
Mcrae Nkellefack won by 10-1 major
decision over Tim Roden at 160-lbs
and Ki’zuran Casey pinned Harrison
Wustefeld in 3:51 at 1760-lbs.

Against the Summit Hilltoppers, the
key bout was between Raider Eddie
Smith and Nick Mellusi at 220-lbs.
Smith pulled out a 5-3 decision.
Zimmerman won by 17-1 3:55 tech
fall over Jack Hedges at 195-lbs and
Bowles pinned John Rohe in 4:28 at
120-lbs. Larmore pinned Juan Bolanos
in 2:00 at 106-lbs and Anthony
Robinson pinned Dylan Schaffer in
1:33 at 132-lbs. At 160-lbs, Roden
beat Dante Hauer, 6-0. Carinhas (113),
Oslislo (182) and Estevez (285) won
by forfeit.Hilltopper Pat Nevins beat
Barros, 6-0, at 138-lbs, Trey
Richardson pinned Rogoff in 3:00 at
145-lbs, Justin D’Angelo-James beat
Noah Samms, 7-4, at 152-lbs and
Landon Dixon pinned John O’Connor
in 3:45 at 170-lbs.

High School Sport Shorts:

Probitas Verus Honos

PRESCHOOL SCIENCE SUB

  Part Time Preschool STEM
Science Substitute Teacher
Needed For: Hands On Science,
Lego Engineering & Robotics.
  Fit 2 Go, LLC, a provider of
preschool enrichment programs
onsite at area preschools, is
seeking a substitute teacher for
Science, Lego Engineering &
Robotics. Must be available before
and after 3:00 P.M. for schools in
Union and Essex Counties. Must
have your own transportation.
  Please email your resume with
relative experience and list all
weekdays you can sub to: Tobi
Becker: tbeckerfit2go@yahoo.com.
No phone calls will be returned!
Background check required.

TAX PREPARER

Tax Preparer, Seasoned
Professional. Part-Time, 15-20
hours per week to work in small
office. Fanwood accounting firm
seeks a part-time tax preparer for
immediate hire.

Requirements:
-Bachelor's degree in accounting
-Fluency with Drake (or similar)
tax software and QuickBooks
-At least five (5+) years of
professional tax and accounting
work
-CPA or EA preferred but not
required
-Strong written and verbal
communication skills
Please provide your availability for
an interview and salary
requirements by email:
schembregannon@gmail.com.
Information about our firm can be
found at www.sg-cpas.com

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

15 temp farm workers needed
3/25/19 – 12/5/19. Workers will
plant, cultivate & harvest crops
according to supervisor’s
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 75lbs. Must
have 3 months experience pruning
high density fresh fruit apple trees
& affirmative job references. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr,
applicable piece rate depending
on crop activity, or current
applicable AEWR. Raise/bonus at
employer discretion. EOE.
Worksite in Orleans & Monroe
Co., NY. Report or send a resume
to nearest local PA Career Link
office or call 908-412-7980 &
reference Job #NY1289475.
Joseph Heberle Farms- Kendall,
NY

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

2 temp farmworkers needed
3/25/19 – 11/11/19. Workers will
perform duties associated w/
planting, cultivating & harvesting
employer’s crops. Workers will
have extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 75lbs. Must
have 3 months experience
operating 50 +hp farm equipment
& affirmative job references. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 36 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites in Montgomery
Co., NY. Report or send a resume
to the nearest NJ One Stop Career
Center or call 908-412-7980 & ref
job #NY1289250. Allhay Farms-
Amsterdam, NY

Devilfish Swim at MEY Ryan
Marie Patterson Invitational
The Westfield Area ‘Y’ sent over 50

of their 9-10 and 11-12 age group swim-
mers to the 2019 MEY Ryan Marie
Patterson Invitational, held at Raritan
Valley Community College on January
19 and January 27. The meet was split
over consecutive weekends due to the
declared State of Emergency. The Dev-
ilfish took first in 17 events, and many
cut times were obtained for the upcom-
ing championship meets.

TOP 8 DEVILFISH:
9-10 GIRLS: Emma Crall (6th 50 and

100Fly); Emilia Dengler (5th 100 IM,
100 Back, 50 Breast); KaylieGao (8th
100 Breast); Lila Griffith (5th 100 Breast);
Jane Kavanagh (3rd 100 Back, 4th 100
IM, 5th 50 Free, 7th 50 Breast); Liliana
Lincoln (2nd 50 Back, 4th 100 Back)

9-10 BOYS: Josh Cetin (1st 50 and
100 Fly, 50 Free, 200 IM, 2nd 100 IM,
100 Back, 3rd 100 Free, 4th 100 Breast);
Alex Giangone (8th 100 Free); Dylan

Lagrimas (1st 100 Back, 3rd 50 Breast);
Jonathan Peterson (6th 50 Back)

11-12 GIRLS: Emily Constable (3rd
50 Fly); Ava Gaspard (8th 50 Breast);
Isabella Giacobbe (1st 100 Back, 2nd
200 Free, 8th 50 Back); Sarah Lincoln
(4th 50 Breast, 8th 100 Breast); Catherine
Ritter (1st 50 Free, 3rd 100 Back, 100
Free, 7th50 Back, 50 Breast); Selah
Tedesco (6th 50 Breast)

11-12 BOYS: Ted Crall (4th 50 Fly,
6th 50 Breast, 8th 50 Free); Michael
Fisher (8th 200 Free); Will Heinze (1st
500 and 1000 Free, 2nd 100 Free, 100
Back, 3rd 50 Back, 5th 400 IM, 50 Free);
Patrick Miller (1st 50 and 100 Free, 100
Back, 50 and 100 Fly, 3rd 50 Breast, 4th
500 Free); Benedict Nematadzira (8th 50
Fly); Danny Pierce (1st 50 Back, 3rd 100
Back, 4th 100 IM, 5th 100 Free, 50 Fly,
7th 50 Free); Cole Sharkey (1st 200 Free,
3rd 100 IM, 4th 50 Free, 100 Back);
Logan Swenson (3rd 100 Fly, 500 Free,
8th 100 Back); JD Twilley (1st 50 Breast,
2nd 500 Free, 5th 100 Back)

Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FREELANCERS
WANTED
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Eligible

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

BE THE CHANGE...Cranford’s Walnut Avenue School bathrooms received a
facelift recently. Pictured is the boys’ bathroom featuring positive messages. The
girls’ bathroom also had a fresh update with inspirational messages to lift the
students up. Principal Celine McNally thanks all of the volunteer parents who
worked together to design and paint the bathrooms to brighten up the school.

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 9

Taylor Addis, Daniela Agne, Olivia
Alpizar, Jordyn Ament, Justin Ander-
son, Jakob Ayala, Kaity Bai,
Aleksandra Baker, Roan Baker, Blake
Baretz, Marlena Bartlett, Samantha
Bauer, Adrien Bekker, Mateo Beltran,
Lauren Bloch, Michael Bonner, Ava
Bracco, Brooke Bradford, Aden
Brooks, Amy Broughton, Mia Bryson,
Ellijah Burke, Jordan Cafiero, Sara
Cagnassola, Seth Camacho, Cayla
Capistrano, Leo Carle, Owen Carolan,
Benjamin Carollo, Antonio Carrero,
Margaret Cassidy, Phoebe Chadowitz,
Emily Cheng, Norah Chinn, Clara
Christian, Charlotte Cohen, Brooke
Colannino, Justin Colby, Ella
Conover, Adam Contract, Micaela
Cortese, Emma Coyle, Sean Crann,
Alec Crispino, Adelaide Cummings,
Michael Cunningham, Sean
Czarnecki, Anna D’Angelo, Conor
Daly, Marco Del Pizzo, Lilyana
Demerdjieva, Melissa DiDario, Kim-
berly DiFilippo, Keith Dobrow,
Caroline Donnelly, Chelsea Duan,
Emily Engel, Maxwell Feldman,
Alfonso Ferrara, Dylan Ferraro, Jenna
Foley, Emilia Fowler, Celia Frank,
Hannah Frankhouser, Mia Freidberg,
Andrew Galella, Charles Garretson,
Riley Gasson, Zachary Gigantino,
Alexa Gonzalez, John Gonzalez,
Manuel Gonzalez, Sydnee Goulet,
Ryan Gruters, Daniel Guerrero,
Russell Gurland, James Haley,
Lindsey Hamlin, Emma Heinze,
Steven Hess, Reagan Hickey, Avery
Hoeft, Matilda Horn, Ashley Hu,
Rachel Hu, Amaechi Ijoma, Jordyn
Ives, Kaitlyn Jackson, Anjali Jain,
Vivian Jeckell, Ella Johnson, Mia
Johnson, Shreya Jyotishi, Sara
Kaplan, James Kaprowski, Asher
Katz, Eli Katz, Nathaniel Katz,
Samantha Katz, Aidan Kearney, Jack
Kelly, Josiah Kim, Grace Klag, Chloe
Kreusser, Therese Kuehnert, Chris-
tina LaPera, Casey Laguna, Timothy
Lane, Lucy Langhart, Nya Lee,
Cynthia Li, Yuxin Lin, Alice Lisak,
Chelsea Little, Madison Little,
Catherine Lopez, Alexa Lourenco,
Matthew Lynch, Joshua Madera,
Natalie Manzo, Sarah Martin, Mar-
garet McCauley, Michael McKenna,
Erin Mckinney, Ethan Messerman,
Katherine Miles, Emily Molen,
Samantha Morales, Dylan Murphy,
Lydia Murray, Avalon Nadeau, An-
gela Nazzaro, Margaux Neumann,
Ella O’Brien, Katherine Palmer, Ri-
chard Panikiewsky, Kavya Panjwani,
Nicolas Panora, Riley Pantalena,
Carsyn Parmelee, Dhillon Patel, Kyra
Paternoster, Jack Percival, Lindsey
Pietrewicz, Jonah Plawker, William
Powell, Ava Pravlik, Christian Prip,
Lillian Qin, Erin Raftery, Anna
Rickard, Amanda Rickert, Emma
Riley, Zachary Roitman, Max
Rokhsar, Jacob Root, Gavin Roth,
Lily Rubel, Ryan Rubel, Karishma
Sachdev, Joshua Sacher, Sarah
Sandak, Jonathan Schaeffer, Sydney
Scholder, Charlotte Schwartz, Carsen
Sharkey, Ellie Sherman, Samuel
Sherman, Zoe Sherman, Noelle Shih,
Alyrie Silverman, Payton Silverman,
Samantha Smok, Tyler Sontz, Sophia
Spadaro, Benjamin Spergel, Vijay
Sreenivasan, Fiona Strout, Gillian
Strout, Aidan Supranowitz, Mary
Hannah Sutcliffe, Matthew Swenson,
Ashley Talwar, Takekuni Tanemori,
Jack Taylor, Dylan Tedeschi, John
Tedesco, Olivia Terry, Evan
Tompkins, Samara Useloff, Victoria
Vaca, Ryan Van Allen, Remy
Waldman, Amanda Wallis, Kevin
Warren, Ciara Weber, Leah Weiss,
Hannah Whitehead, Alison Whitman,
Eden Wilcomes, Amy Xiao, Jason
Yang, Yuchen Yang, Jessica Zdep,
Jason Zheng, Kaiyang Zhu

Grade 10
Zahra Ahmed, Isabella Albano, Dina

Attia, Kyle Azzaretto, Ashleigh
Bahadur, Kaitlin Bavaro, Chloe
Beaulieu, Keren Jian Benaojan, Emily
Bergerman, Aidan Berman, Caroline
Bielen, James Birle, Matthew Blake,
Alexandra Blancato, Isabel Boufarah,
Emily Braterman, Joseph Brogan,
James Bushell, Claire Campbell, Amya
Castellanos, Lily Ceraso, Amanda
Cerrachio, Erica Cerro, Thomas Chen,
Anna Cioffi, Andrew Cohen, Eli
Cohen, Caroline Collins, Sally
Crandall, Benton Cummings, Andrew
Cunningham, Gianna Davis, Rebekkah
Dayon, Gianna Dente, Emily Duncan,
Emily Edwards, Grace Endy, Rileigh
Ferguson-Hewson, William Fischer,
Kate Fishman, Mia Fleming, Giovanni
Gallo, Shannon Garguilo, Lindsay

Geschickter, Ryleigh Gildea, Jenna
Goldberg, Jacqueline Gonzalez,
Isabella Guggino, Yasmeen Habayeb,
Katherine Hamilton, Emma Hanley,
Spencer Harding, Cooper Harris,
Audrey Heber, William Heflin, Allie
Hinkel, Samantha Hoffmann, Jacob
Holtzman, Rebecca Horvath,
Samantha Horvath, Jessica Isser, Keri
Jean, Emma Jepsen, Julia Johnson-
Milstein, Thomas Joseph, Zaria Katz,
Laurajane Kehler, Jack Kiely, Emily
Klag, Xenia Kobori, Lea Kuchna,
Grace Lanza, Amalie Larsen, Andrew
Levy, Julia Mackey, Paige Macry, Sean
Marner, Matthew McElroy, William
McGlynn, Kathryn McHugh, Robert
McIntyre, Lila McMahill, Mira Mehta,
Noah Metz, Matthew Moran, Eric
Mordkovich, Sophia Nazzaro, Bran-
don Ng, Jillian Omberg, Jordan Ortiz,
Julia Ossman, Eric Palia, Aishik Palit,
Reva Patel, Emma Pietrewicz, Tho-
mas Pinto, Bianca Popa, Mack
Prybylski, Sarah Rappoport, Samantha
Salz, Dilany Santamaria, Joshua
Saxon, Thalia Scantlebury, Caroline
Schafer, Daniel Schweiger, Maxwell
Scialabba, Daniel Shakal, Chloe
Shanebrook-Wein, Justin Shen, Mat-
thew Shinners, Madeline Silva, Rachel
Simpson, Kyle Snyder, Henry Stewart,
Daniel Stirrup, Molly Stogner, Braden
Stryker, Madeleine Sullivan, Jack
Sumas, Colin Summers, Samantha
Surks, Naia Tan, Sophie Tananbaum,
Eva Terry, Anna Tichenor, Meredith
Valentine, Barnabas Veres, Natalia
Vollaro, Aprina Wang, Julia Weinstein,
Jacob Wendler, Kendall Williamson,
Katherine Wistner, Thomas Wolf,
Isabella Wolff, Sebastian Wroe,
Carlton Wu, Benjamin Zakharenko,
Kailey Zhao

Grade 11
Zeina Afyouni, Ethan Ament,

Marcela Avans, Kathryn Bartlett,
Katherine Billing, Ryan Billings, Eva
Boyes, Jonathan Bracco, Madison
Bryant, Logan Calder, Sofia
Carayannopoulos, Michael Catania,
Eliana Cestero, Valerie Chang, Helen
Chinn, Thomas Chirichella, Gregory
Claiborne, David Criscuolo, Julia
Csorba, Liam Culkin, John Czarnecki,
Thomas Davis, Jillian DeDomenico,
Clea Demuynck, Noah Dengler, Tyler
Devitt, Caroline Dwyer, Eric Elizes,
James Encinas, Samuel Ertman, Mark
Falletta, Aidan Fink, Zachary Fischer,
Nicholas Forno, Daniel Fox, Grace
Friedberg, Julia Gagliardi, Caroline
Gallagher, William Gamba, Roselyne
Garabete, Lauren Gaudin, Gabrielle
Gialluisi, Matthew Goldman, Emily
Greenzang, Jonathan Grossman,
Daniel Gunchar, Ian Gurland, Alexis
Hammer, Brad Hornbeck, Julia Horne,
Kurt Hu, Emily Isaacman, Abigail
Jarecki, Luke Jayroe, Emma Karp,
Madeline Katz, Aidan Kilbourn,
Daniel Kohler, Oleksandr Korotkyi,
Jeremy Kronheimer, Ella Kuehnert,
Mitra Kumarasamy, Jacqueline
LaMastra, Jason Lee, Tia Lemberg,
Andrew Li, Connie Liu, Theresa Lizzo,
Thomas Lupicki, Stephanie Margolies,
Rachel Markowitz, Katherine
Martinson, Madelyn McDevitt, Greta
McLaughlin, Talia McRoberts, Henry
Meiselman, Sophia Mirrione, Patrick
Mullen, Lydia Nisita, Emily
O’Connell, Luke Pardo, Stephen Park,
Ava Paul, Sandrine Perez, Daniel
Petersen, Colin Rees, Talia Remba,
Libby Richardson, Joseph Rigney,
Madeline Ripper, Arthur Robbins-
Geller, Jacob Rock, Jessica Rokhsar,
Nicholas Romeo, Griffin Rooney,
Emma Roth, Olivia Roth, Spencer
Rothfleisch, Nicholas Rubinetti,
Franco Saglio, Elisa Saint-Denis,
Christian Sawina, Justin Sawina,
Rachel Saxon, Adam Schwartz,
Celeste Scott, Rachel Seigerman,
Nicholas Senyk, Remi Shendell,
Jonathan Sherman, Lindsay Sherman,
Samantha Shih, Alexandra Sica, Daniel
Singh, Elijah Soh, Alan Solovey, Jes-
sica Stern, Dylan Sturdevant, Max-
well Switlyk, Jakob Tannenbaum, Max
Tennant, Philip Tepper, Julia
Tompkins, Brian Viscido, Kevin
Vricella-Stokes, Brooke Walden,
Jacob Walsh, Sophia Wayner, Alex
Weinberg, Alissa Witzel, Etan Zeller
Maclean, Abbey Zidel

Grade 12
Tahani Ahmed, Dylan Alfano,

Caitlin Amman, Ireland Applegarth,
Kathryn Armstrong, Julianne Aronson,
Kaela Azzaretto, Matthew Bartok,
Caitlyn Basile, Ethan Berman, Danielle
Bonelli, Anna Bowman, Leah Bremer,
Cooper Brennan, Alison Brown, Daley
Brown, Julia Burk, Kayla Butera,
Matthew Cafiero, Jacqueline Callahan,
Aaron Camacho, Andrew Caminiti,
Kyle Campanello, Brandon
Capistrano, Aiden Cascio, Meredith
Case, Megan Cassiba, Katherine
Ceraso, Jeremy Cha, Austin Chen,
Casey Cohen, Jack Colby, Avery
Conrad, Brendan Cox, Celine
Crenshaw, Isabella Cuccaro, Theo
Dardia, Yuliana De Los Rios, Jaimie
DeDea, Devin DeRosa, Zoe
DelVecchio, Emma-Li Downer,
Mackenzie Dulski, Morgan Eng, Jer-
emy Enslin, Luke Ertman, Sebastian
Ferrero, Sean Flynn, Anne Friel,
Michael Fuccillo, Andy Garcia, Jasmin
Garcia, Haley Gasson, Charlotte
Geary, Fiona Gillen, Maya Grantz,
Jared Greenspan, Lauren Greenspan,
Grace Gruters, Nicolas Guerriero,
Sarah Hacker, Rachel Hamelburg,
Brianna Hatch, Kyle Henderson,
Sophie Hendricks, Emma Herber,
Corinne Herz, Julia Hollosi, Kristina
Hollosi, Adam Holtzman, Zachary
Hom, Greta Horn, Elisha Israel,
Michelle Israel, Ethan Jaffee, Mark
Johnson, Justin Joseph, Dorothy
Kaplan, Margaret Kelly, Meghan
Kobrin, Lisa-Marie Koglin, Evan
Krishnamurthy, Emma Krueger, Dylan
Kurstedt, Celia Lanza, Erica Lawrence,
Amanda Lee, Jasper Lemberg, Sofia
Lemberg, Matthew Leone, Kellie
Leuthold, Yan Leyzerovych, Kevin Li,
Alexa Linsky, Kamryn Lombardi, Jo-
seph Maldonado, Tyler Mastronardi,
Lillian Maz, James McCutcheon, Erin
McDonald, Timothy McGann,
Alexander McGrail, Thomas
McGuire, Matthew McIntyre, Kristen
Meek, Justin Messerman, Ian Miller,
Timothy Miller, Tomas Moore, Sophia
Morales, Kate Murphy, Megan
Neiswenter, Natalie Nolan, Leah
Norton, Justin O’Boyle, Jackson
O’Brien, Colleen O’Connor, Benjamin
Orioli, Alexander Park, Leyde Pauta,
James Peretz, Karl Peter, Mikayla
Pinto, Julia Plawker, Paige Radice,
Michaela Ramos, Emily Reddy,
Madeline Reynders, Julia Rickert, Julia
Romano, Sean Root, Anna Rossen,
Rachel Rothenberg, Gabriella
Russitano, Julia Salvato, Bridget
Scaglione, Aidan Schaefer, Jack
Sharkey, Madeleine Sherry, Alex
Sherwood, David Sherwood, Olivia
Shields, Mary-Joy Sidhom, Sloane
Silverman, Matthew Siroty, Brady
Smith, Alexandra Spiezio, Caroline
Steiner, Savannah Stewart, Samantha
Stravach, Lauren Sullivan, Alexandra
Sumas, Carlee Swanson, Tomas Taaffe,
Keeley Thompson, Sofia Toglia,
Lauren Triarsi, Ethan Useloff, Lia
Varga, Brian Vergilis, Jordan Wallis,
Glen Warner, Andrew Wellnitz, Ed-
ward Xing, Jeffrey Yang, Eric Yoon,
Zachary Youssef, Allison Zager, Hanna
Zakharenko, Andrew Zanfagna

Honor Roll
Grade 9

Juliette Adler, Matias Arbelaez,
Emma Aronowitz, Zander Barraza,
Matthew Beke, Lucia Biasi, Hayley
Bloch, Samuel Broaddus, Hailey
Bruder, Olivia Bryan, Kalea Calugay,
Christopher Cho, George Claiborne,
Thomas Conrod, Michael
Constantinou, Ava Coustan, Patrick
Cunningham, Christopher DeSousa,
Emily DiSarno, Alexa Diziki, Maia
Dragowski, Samantha Eisman,
Alexander Elghoul, Katherine Evans,
Carmen Fiorindo, Patrick Flaherty, Ivan
Fonseca, Duncan Foster, Elise Fox,
Aaron Friedman, Lance Fule, Patrick
Gallagher, Zachary Gerstel, Gracie
Gigantino, Jonathan Giglio, Colin
Guinane, Evan Hammer, Eric
Harnisher, Sabrina Harrison, Matthew
Heimall, Evan Hickey, Antonia Human
Munoz, Charles Iannuzzi, Siena Jabon,
Andrew Jiang, Kate Johnson, Juliana

Kaprowski, Sarah Kennedy, Gianna
Kerivan, Maxmilian Kiefer, Katherine
Kim, Naija King, Michael Klikushin,
Sean Koellhoffer, Julie Kurtz, Mason
LaConti, Brandon Li, Lance Linenberg,
Sean Logan, Kayla Louison, Brianna
Lourenco, Jonathan Ludwig, Matthew
Madrigal, James McDermott, Brady
Meusel, Parker Miesch, Shirzad
Mustafa, Anand Nair, Peter Nazzaro,
Michael O’Connor, Nate Oberstein,
Chloe Oliveira, Griffin Pardo, Aidan
Paul, Emma Petrassi, Madelyn Pinchuk,
Joshua Pinkhasov, John Price, Priya
Quinn, Daniel Ramdath, Gracyn Reed,
Whitney Rees, Daniel Riccardi,
Manuela Rodrigues, Samantha Russo,
Anthony San Giacomo, Carly Saunders,
Colman Scanlan, Alina Scantlebury,
Asher Sternberg, Charlie Stock, Jack-
son Stock, Lauren Stone, Kelly Sullivan,
Thomas Tardibuono, Jake Toth, Cottler
Vierschilling, Alexa Villacreses, Jacob
Watson, Amanda Werner, Kelly Wright,
Jack Young

Grade 10
Alain Alkorta, Julia Anderson, Nicho-

las Barbella, Graham Barton, Julia
Becker, Sean Becker, Lleyton
Beinhaker, Ryan Borak, Kelsey
Brillantes, James Calcagno, Isabella
Cano, Alexander Caramagno,
Alexander Cha, John Ciano, Emma
Ciullo, Jed Cohen, Maeve Collins, Grif-
fin D’Agosta, Jacob Delforte, Paige
Doyle, Kaitlyn Duffy, Addison Earnst,
Allison Fernandez, Nikita Filippov,
William Fiorentino, Kareena Gandhi,
Benjamin Garceau, Lisset Garcia, Sean
Glenn, William Glenn, Steven Gorelik,
Mia Grogan, Matthew Gruters, Eliza-
beth Healy, Megan Hinkel, Zachary
Kaplan, Nathaniel Karaban, Wil Kehler,
Christopher Kirby, Brendan Kotiga,
Dylan Kronick, Max Krueger, Jason
Lara-Rodriguez, Madeleine Learner,
Jack Lehavi, John Luerssen, Grace Luo,
Tyler Mackey, Douglas Manning, Emily
Mautone, Julia McGann, Elizabeth
McGuire, Finn McGurn, Aidan
McLane, Henry Meacock, Matthew
Meixner, Zachary Mendelson, Lorenzo
Mizerek, Kevin Moriarty, Aidan
Morrison, Griffin Murray, Isabel Nolan,
Erin Petrie, Brian Pinna, Anna Qiang,
Jade Radice, Patrick Reynders, Ryan
Richter, Christopher Rizzi, Owen
Romano, Alina Romero, Sophia
Rossetti, Eleanor Sanderson, Brooke
Scheuermann, Gabriella Scipioni, Wil-
liam Skoletsky, John Spellman, Mat-
thew Storms, Emma Sugrue, Louise-
Marie Sur, Brandon Tso, Amaya Urech
Aricha, Amanda Wendler, Amanda
White, Justin Yu, Andy Zhao

Grade 11
Katherine Abdala, Daniel Andrade,

Christina Arida, Matthew Arndt,
Majeed Assadi, Adam Attia, Chelsea
Birkel, Jack Bowman, Evan
Branagan, Katelyn Bromberg, David
Broughton, Carly Burke, Ryjon
Burke, Shayan Burns, Anna
Cagnassola, Sean Canavan, Elias
Carayannopoulos, Camilo Cardenas-
Caceres, Juan Castillo, Annabella
Cerria, Justin Cheripka, Gabrielle
Cho, Riley Ciarletta, Jack Cioffi,
Alethea Cladis, Madeline Cohen,
Elise Colannino, Reid Colwell, Jason
Currie, Gabrielle DeCotiis, Douglas
DeFigueiredo, Lauren Donohue,
Abhijay Dutta, Andrew Echausse,
Emily Ensslin, Colin Freer, Abigail
Frontero, Georgia Geoghan, Maxwell
Gigantino, Christopher Giglio,
Jonathan Givelber, Thomas Greene,
Jacob Harnisher, Erin Harris, Aaron
Hecht, Brendan Hiltz, Robert
Hinderliter, Daniel Hipschman, Maya
Hooey, Grace Hutchinson, Viggo
Jabon, Jessica Karlin, William
Kessler, Derek Kingsley, Abigail
Knaul, Avery Knauss, Mia Kochis,
Marcelina Krowinska, Noelle
Laskaris, Alexander Leftheris, Alison
Lisanti, Jessica Lisanti, William
Litchholt, Amanda Ludwig, Michael
Magnotti, Casimir Malak, Jack
Maranz, Erin McAndrew, John
McDonald, Abigael McKinney, Sara
Miller, Jason Model, Declan
O’Connor, Anna Obsgarten, Dustin
Paden, Jason Paden, Paula Palles,
Roberto Panora, Adam Perez, Zachary
Rever, Hannah Rinn, Robert Rojas,
Morgan Rollins, Benjamin Rosen,
Jack Ruckman, Nicholas Russo, Anna
Saber, Jared Saltzer, Michael Scanlan,
Giavanna Schifando, Jessica
Schlewitt, Rachel Seiden, Henry

Shapiro, Carly Sherman, Jeremy
Silber, Sarah Simon, Eden Siskind,
Sloane Slusher, Abigail Sternberg,
William Surks, Hasumi Tanemori,
Michael Tardibuono, John Tilyou,
Demi Tsavekou, Sivaji Turimella,
Sumana Turimella, Lucille Vanecek,
Daniel Varano, Brandon Vazquez,
Angela Wang, Rebecca Whang, Jakob
White, Zachary Williams, Sydney
Wong, Kevin Yucetepe, Ryan
Zadrozny

Grade 12
Samantha Addis, Stephanie Alpizar,

Griffin Aslanian, Felix Baur, Jezaniah
Benaojan, Jeffrey Bennett, Megan
Bertsch, Nicole Boutsikaris, Rachel
Bowman, Briana Brown, Jeffry
Cabrera, Michael Carlone, Michael
Charlton, Nicholas Chermak, An-
thony Christopher, Matthew Crowley,
Ellie Curry, Jaden Damesek, Jillian
DeBenedetto, Daniella Deis, Taylor
Dobson, Liam Dougherty, Christo-
pher Duffy, Jake Engelke, Allison
Escaldi, Gabriella Estrada, Carley
Farella, Corinne Flaherty, Drew
Glassman, Rachel Haar, Alexa Habib,
Emma Hamilton, Megan Hanlon,
Katherine Harrington, Brian Hinkel,
Genevieve Howell, Anthony
Iacoponi, Lauren Kamienski, Jesse
Katz, Christian Kreusser, Chloe
Landau, Samantha Leftheris, Noah
Levy, Declan Luka, Andrew
McCarthy, Mary McHugh, Evan
Meade, Olivia Miedrzynski, Jenna
Miller, Wyatt Miller, Alyssa Milrod,
Charlotte Moore, Caroline Mueller,
Ryan Murphy, Allen Naeseth, Mat-
thew Nicholls, Jolie O’Brien, Ajay
Olson, Jarrod Orioli, John Ossman,
Matthew Paden, Abigail Painter,
Matthew Pindilli, Jackson Price,
Vaughan Price, Raul Ramos, Thomas
Rea, Charles Riley, Abigail Riordan,
Kendall Robertson, Chloe Root,
Timothy Rosa, Jakub Rusek, Julia
Sackett, Nicole Scheuermann, Jillian
Schimer, Jamie Schuermann, Jai
Sharma, Sara Shen, Sarah Silva, Jacob
Singman, Emmett Smith, George
Snell, Alan Souza, Ashlen Suen,
Brooke Sullivan, Pierre Sulmont,
Amanda Szaro, James Tichenor, Tay-
lor Venturino, Aine Wall, Eliza
Weiniger, Briana Whitman, Rebecca
Wolfe, Emma Wolynez, Christina
Yannazzno, Larry Yu, Steven Zucker

Honor Roll
Westfield High School - 1st Marking Period

~WHS Honor Roll Cont.~ Annual Gift Auction at
Mother Seton

CLARK — Mother Seton Regional
High School located at One Valley
Road in Clark will hold a Parents’
Guild Annual Gift Auction on Friday,
March 1. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Admission:  $25. Reserve a table at
giftauction@motherseton.org. For
more information, call (732) 382-1952.

Frontero, Zecca Earn
UW-Madison Fall

Dean’s List
WESTFIELD — The University

of Wisconsin-Madison has recog-
nized the following local students
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
semester of the 2018-2019 academic
year.

Greta Frontero, College of Letters
and Science, Dean’s List.

Samantha Zecca, School of Hu-
man Ecology, Dean’s Honor List.

Students who achieve at a high
level academically are recognized by
the dean at the close of each semester.
To be eligible for the Dean’s List,
students must complete a minimum
of 12 graded degree credits in that
semester. Each university school or
college sets its own GPA require-
ments for students to be eligible to
receive the distinction.

University of NH
Announces Dean’s List

AREA — The following area stu-
dents have been named to the Dean’s
List at the University of New Hamp-
shire for the fall 2018 semester.

Margaret Clarkson, of Westfield,
with High Honors.

Jessica Stern, of Westfield, with
Honors.

Zachary Kelly, of Westfield, with
Honors.

Aubrey Johnson, of Scotch Plains,
Highest Honors.

Highest honors are awarded to stu-
dents who earn a semester grade point
average of 3.85 or better out of a
possible 4.0. Students with a 3.65 to
3.84 average are awarded high hon-
ors and students whose grade point
average is 3.5 through 3.64 are
awarded honors.
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ADVOCATES FOR EQUALITY...The Cranford Public Library held a work-
shop at the Cranford Community Center January 24 through Garden State
Equality (GSE), entitled “Creating Safe and Affirming Communities for
Transgender Youth.” GSE also brought along two representatives from the State
of New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety Division on Civil Rights.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Kate-Lynn Brown, YA/Programming librarian,
Cranford Public Library; Tisha M. Leonardo-Santiago, investigator, Division on
Civil Rights; Agnes Roncaglio, special investigations, Division on Civil Rights,
and Francesca L. Petruz, MSW intern, Garden State Equality.

CLARK — Stand-up comedian
Bob Alper will be the guest performer
at the Sol Sern Memorial Program at
Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah on Sun-
day, February 24, at 3 p.m.

Perhaps the only practicing clergy-
man doing professional stand-up com-
edy, he was ordained as a rabbi and
served congregations for 14 years
before turning to comedy. In 2015 he
beat out 4,000 fellow funny people in
a joke-writing competition organized
by the Pontifical Missions Society
called “Joke With the Pope.” The
winning joke: “My wife and I have
been married for over 46 years, and
our lives are totally in sync. For ex-
ample, at the same time I got a hear-
ing aid, she stopped mumbling.”

As winner, he got to call himself
Honorary Comedic Advisor to the
Pope, and was able to direct a $10,000
donation from the Missions Society
to one of three international charities.

Rabbi Alper has a wide following
and has performed at Hollywood’s
Improv and The Comedy Store. He
has been seen on “The Early Show,”
“The Today Show,” “Good Morning
America,” “Showtime,” the BBC and
CNN. Additionally, he holds a doc-
torate from Princeton Theological
Seminary and is the author of three
books: “Life Doesn’t Get Any Better
Than This,” an inspirational collec-
tion of spiritual gems; the award-
winning, full-color cartoon book “A
Rabbi Confesses,” and “Thanks. I
Needed That,” a collection of warm
and funny stories. He also has pro-
duced two best-selling comedy CDs

and a DVD.
Rabbi Alper resides in rural Ver-

mont with his wife, Sherri, a psycho-
therapist. He says that professionally,
he makes people laugh, while she
helps people cry.

The Sol Sern Memorial Program is
an annual event that commemorates
the memory of a beloved member of
the Temple Beth Or Beth Torah com-
munity who passed away in 1993.
The program is free and open to the
entire community. It is made possible
in part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the temple’s
Sol Sern Memorial Fund.

Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah is
located at 111 Valley Road, Clark,
right off of Exit 135 of the Garden
State Parkway. For more information
about upcoming programs and activi-
ties, visit bethorbethtorah.org or
facebook.com/BethOrBethTorah/.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 19-02

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY ADOPTING AN AMEND-
MENT TO CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE LAND USE ORDINANCE TO
REVISE ZONING REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO EATING AND DRINK-
ING ESTABLISHMENTS.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“Borough”), a public body corporate and politic of the State of New Jersey, is authorized
pursuant to the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1, et seq., (the
“Land Use Law”), to periodically update non-residential zone districts to promote
economic development and sustainability in the Borough; and

WHEREAS, Section 106-100 of Article VIII in Chapter 106 of the Borough’s Code
relates to and regulates the zoning regulations of eating and drinking establishments
within the Borough; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the citizens of the Borough to permit certain eating and
drinking establishments to maintain outdoor or patio seating; and

WHEREAS, the Borough also has a critical interest in both maintaining public
cleanliness as well as requiring eating and drinking establishments to provide options for
recycling; and

WHEREAS, on September 26, 2018, the Planning Board of the Borough (the “Plan-
ning Board”) recommended to the Borough Council (the “Borough Council”) that
revisions to Section 106-100 of Article VIII in Chapter 106 of the Borough’s Code should
be revised to include specific refuse preventative methods, in order to increase recycling
by eating and drinking establishments; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey that:

Section 1. Section 106-100 (Eating and Drinking Establishments) in Article VIII (Zone
Regulations) in Chapter 106 (Land Use), subsection A, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

A. Eating and drinking establishments, including taverns, shall be permitted uses in the
Central Business (CB) Zone.

(1) All such establishments shall be standard table/counter or self-service restaurants.
No establishments which have as a means of sales the ordering of food at a window
through which the food is passed from inside to outside, or which have curb service, or
which provide a drive-through service are permitted in the CB Zone. Takeout service
accessory to a standard table/counter or self-service restaurant is permitted.

(2) Repealed.
(3) (Reserved)
(4) Accessory outdoor or patio seating is permitted, provided it is in accordance with the

following:
(a) No more than 25% of the total on-site seating may be provided outdoors.
(b) The outdoor eating area must be directly accessible to the interior eating area.

Areas that must be accessed via public sidewalks or property not controlled by the
applicant or property owner are not considered directly accessible.

(c) No such areas shall be permitted within the public right-of-way, except as
permitted by § 146-53 of this Code.

(d) All such areas must receive approval from the approving authority. All such
plans shall indicate the maximum size of the area, the maximum number of seats and
tables, and the general layout of seating areas and aisles.

(e) A minimum of one trash receptacle for each four tables or 12 seats must be
provided. At least one is to be located at the exit area into the public right-of-way or the
interior restaurant.

(f) A six-foot closed fence and an evergreen screen shall be provided if the
outdoor eating area is adjacent to a residential zone.

(5) The maximum amount of seating, at tables or counters, is to be in accordance with
the IBC code.

(6) All such establishments which serve food in disposable containers shall be subject
to the following refuse preventive measures:

(a) All yards other than front yards shall be fenced with six-foot closed fencing.
(b) A maintenance program must be submitted to the approving authority for

waste cleanup on site and within a radius of 70 feet of the subject property.
(c) Waste and recycling receptacles must be provided at all public exits and

parking areas.
(d) A program and plan must be submitted to the approving authority for recycling

of all disposable containers that can be recycled.
Section 2. Section 106-100 (Eating and Drinking Establishments) in Article VIII (Zone

Regulations) in Chapter 106 (Land Use), subsection B, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

B. Eating and drinking establishments, including taverns, shall be permitted uses in the
General Business (GB) Zone, provided that the following conditions are maintained:

(1) All such establishments shall be standard table/counter or self-service restaurants
or taverns. No establishments which have as their principal means of sales the ordering
of food at a window through which the food is passed from inside to outside, or which have
curb service as their principal means of sales, or which provide a drive-through service
are permitted in the GB Zone. Takeout service accessory to a standard table/counter or
self-service restaurant is permitted.

(2) Repealed.
(3) Repealed.
(4) Accessory outdoor, or patio seating is permitted, provided it is in accordance with

the following:

(a) No more than 25% of the total on-site seating may be provided outdoors.
(b) The outdoor eating area must be directly accessible to the interior eating area.

Areas that must be accessed via public sidewalks or property not controlled by the
applicant or property owner are not considered directly accessible.

(c) No such areas shall be permitted within the public right-of-way except as
permitted by § 146-53 of this Code.

(d) All such areas must receive approval from the appropriate approving author-
ity. All such plans shall indicate the maximum size of the area, the maximum number of
seats and tables, and the general layout of seating areas and aisles.

(e) A minimum of one trash receptacle for each four tables or 12 seats must be
provided. At least one is to be located at the exit area into the public right-of-way or the
interior restaurant.

(f) A six-foot closed fence and an evergreen screen shall be provided if the
outdoor eating area is adjacent to a residential zone.

(5) The maximum amount of seating, at tables or counters, is to be in accordance with
the IBC Code.

(6) All such establishments which serve food in disposable containers shall be subject
to the following refuse preventive measures:

(a) All yards other than front yards shall be fenced with six-foot closed fencing.
(b) A maintenance program must be submitted to the approving authority for

waste cleanup on site and within a radius of 70 feet of the subject property.
(c) Waste and recycling receptacles must be provided at all public exits and

parking areas.
(d) A program and plan must be submitted to the approving authority for recycling

of all disposable containers that can be recycled.
(7) (Reserved)
(8) Vehicular access to such establishments shall be limited to two one-way, twenty-foot

maximum width driveways with maximum twenty-six-foot curb cuts for every 150 feet of
lot frontage. No driveway shall be located closer than 25 feet to the intersection of any two
public rights-of-way. All egress driveways shall be limited to, and designed for, right-hand
turns only.

Section 3. Section 106-100 (Eating and Drinking Establishments) in Article VIII (Zone
Regulations) in Chapter 106 (Land Use), subsection C, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

C. Eating and drinking establishments, including taverns, shall be permitted uses in the
Community Commercial (CC) Zone, provided that the following conditions are main-
tained:

(1) Standard table/counter restaurants, self-service restaurants, “takeout” (taking of
food prepared on premises for consumption off premises) restaurants, taverns, and
mixed use eating and drinking establishments are permitted. Establishments which have
as a means of sales the ordering of food at a window through which the food is passed
from inside to outside, curb service, or drive-through services are not permitted.

(2) Repealed.
(3) Outdoor seating areas are permitted and regulated as per § 106-100B(4).
(4) Such uses which serve food in disposable containers are regulated as per § 106-

100B(6), except that fences shall not be required if the use is part of a mixed-use
development in accordance with the purposes of the zone.

(5) Such establishments may be permitted as stand-alone structures, not structurally
connected to the other uses in the development, provided they share accessory facilities
as stated in the purposes of the Community Commercial Zone (§ 106-95A of this chapter).

(6) All such establishments which serve food in disposable containers shall be subject
to the following refuse preventive measures:

(a) All yards other than front yards shall be fenced with six-foot closed fencing.
(b) A maintenance program must be submitted to the approving authority for

waste cleanup on site and within a radius of 70 feet of the subject property.
(c) Waste and recycling receptacles must be provided at all public exits and

parking areas.
(d) A program and plan must be submitted to the approving authority for recycling

of all disposable containers that can be recycled.
Section 4. Section 106-100 (Eating and Drinking Establishments) in Article VIII (Zone

Regulations) in Chapter 106 (Land Use), subsection D, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

D. No such establishments are permitted in any other zone unless specifically
permitted.

Section 5. A copy of this Ordinance shall be available for public inspection at the office
of the Borough Clerk during regular business hours for the required statutory period.

Section 6. This Ordinance shall take effect in accordance with all applicable laws.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 19-02, was introduced and passed on first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 24th DAY OF JANUARY 2019, and that
Ordinance No. 19-02, will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Borough Council to be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 14th DAY OF FEBRUARY  2019, at
7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be heard, at which time and place all
persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard
concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 02/07/19, The Leader Fee: $268.26

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD
Thursday, January 24, Westfield

police officers responded to the
Somerset County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice to place Kiiana Durrette, 40, of
Plainfield under arrest on an outstand-
ing Westfield Municipal Court war-
rant, in the amount of $1,314, and a
Plainfield Municipal Court warrant,
in the amount of $250. Durrette was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, January 24, police ar-
rested Ivana Hercules-Canales, 18,
of Plainfield on charges of CDS (con-
trolled dangerous substance) distri-
bution (marijuana), CDS distribu-
tion within 1,000 feet of a school,
possession of drug paraphernalia and
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana, pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at West South and Summit
Avenues. A passenger, Sebastian
Damacela, 19, of Plainfield, also was
arrested. He was charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
marijuana, possession of drug para-
phernalia and underage possession
of alcohol. Both were transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released with a complaint.

Sunday, January 27, William Nartey,
36, of North Brunswick was arrested
and charged with driving while under
the influence pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at West North Avenue and
East Broad Street. He was processed
and released on his own recognizance
to a responsible, sober party.

Monday, January 28, Robert
Neglio, 33, of Iselin was arrested on
outstanding warrants from Westfield
Municipal Court, including a crimi-
nal warrant in the amount of $2,500
and a traffic warrant in the amount of
$500. Neglio was picked up at the
Middlesex County jail and trans-
ported to police headquarters. He
was processed and, unable to post
bail, was held awaiting court.

Monday, January 28, Trevor
White, 30, of Joppa, Md., was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of a CDS pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at Central Avenue and Wash-
ington Street. White was processed
and released on a summons.

Tuesday, January 29, Joseph
Rosario, 31, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding traffic warrant from
Jersey City Municipal Court, in the
amount of $50, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at Elm Street and West
North Avenue. Rosario was processed
and posted bail.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, January 30, a resi-

dent of the 200 block of Victor Street
reported the theft of a license plate
from their motor vehicle. The plate
was entered as stolen.

Thursday, January 31, officers re-
sponded to a home on Princeton Av-
enue on a report of a garage that was on
fire. Upon arrival they encountered a
heavy smoke condition. All occupants
were removed from the home. The
Scotch Plains Fire Department re-
sponded and brought the fire under
control. No injuries were reported.

Friday, February 1, officers re-
covered a stolen 2007 silver Ford
E35 which was reported stolen out
of Plainfield. The motor vehicle was
recovered behind the Valleyscent
Apartments on Front Street.

Friday, February 1, a resident of
the 200 block of Union Avenue re-
ported a burglary. The victim parked
his work van in front of his house and
noticed damage to the rear-door lock

in the morning. Several tools were
reportedly stolen from the vehicle.

Friday, February 1, an officer re-
sponded to the 2400 block of
Plainfield Avenue on a report of fluid
leaking from a shipping container.
The Scotch Plains Fire Department
was on scene. The Union County
Haz-Mat team responded to assess
the scene and will be conducting a
follow-up investigation.

Sunday, February 3, a resident of
the 2000 block of Lyde Place re-
ported someone opened several
pieces of mail which were delivered
to his house.

Sunday, February 3, a resident of
Winchester Drive reported an inci-
dent of fraud. Someone opened a cell
phone account in the victim’s name.
The matter is under investigation.

FANWOOD
Tuesday, January 29, Tyairey

Miller, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and George Street for a
motor vehicle violation. A check of
the driver showed an active warrant
out of Mountainside. Miller was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, January 31, Kourtney
Hoffman, 21, of Somerset was arrested
pursuant to a police investigation on
the 75 block of North Martine Avenue.
A check of this individual showed an
active warrant out of the Somerset
County Sheriff’s Office. Hoffman was
processed and turned over to the
Somerset County Sheriff’s Office.

CRANFORD
Thursday, January 24, Deshawn

Claiborne, 26, of Roselle was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug parapherna-
lia following a motor vehicle stop at
Centennial Avenue and Grant Street
for unclear plates. Claiborne was
processed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for unclear plates,
driving with a suspended license and
possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, January 24, Carlos
Cascante-Esquivel, 46, of Linden
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Raritan
Road and Moen Avenue for careless
driving. Cascante-Esquivel was pro-
cessed and provided with a munici-
pal court appearance date. In addi-
tion, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for refusal to consent to
taking breath samples, for not hav-
ing a valid registration card in his
possession, careless driving and a
seatbelt violation.

Tuesday, January 29, Peter Arce,
28, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia following
a motor vehicle stop at Centennial
Avenue and Raritan Road for an in-
operable headlight. Arce was pro-
cessed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for maintenance of lamps, driving
with a suspended license and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

WAYVE Seeking Applicants
To Teen Philanthropy Board
WESTFIELD AREA — Jill

Dispenza, program director for the
Westfield Area Youth Volunteer Ex-
perience (WAYVE) program, has
announced that applications are
now being accepted for the 2019
WAYVE Teen Philanthropy Board.

“The WAYVE Teen Philanthropy
Program seeks to educate teens on
the vital roles that non-profit agen-
cies play in improving the lives of
the residents of Union County, by
walking the teens, step by step,
through the entire grant review pro-
cess,” said Ms. Dispenza.

The WAYVE Program is made
possible through a grant from the
Westfield Foundation and is coor-
dinated by Jewish Family Service
of Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ), a
non-profit, non-sectarian health
and social service agency serving
all residents of Union County.

Prospective WAYVE Teen Phi-
lanthropy Program applicants are
expected to fill out an application
expressing their interest in apply-
ing to the program, and to make a
one-time donation of $300 each to
serve on the board. Limited schol-
arships will be available. These
donations will be used to partially
fund the grants.

Janet Sarkos, president of the
Westfield Foundation, expressed the
Foundation’s desire to “cultivate and
educate the next generation of fu-
ture philanthropists in our area.”

Tom Beck, JFSCNJ executive di-
rector, echoed Ms. Sarkos’ senti-
ment to further “sensitize teens to
have a better understanding of the
gamut of non-profit agencies in the
area and help donate the funds they

require to fulfill their missions.”
The WAYVE Teen Philanthropy

Program will be open to high-
school students in their freshman
through junior year who reside in
Westfield or neighboring areas.
Once accepted to the board, par-
ticipants are expected to attend all
six meetings beginning on March
11 and continuing on March 25,
April 29, May 6 and 13, and ending
with the announcement of grant
recipients on May 20. All meetings
will take place at 7 p.m. at The
Westfield Foundation, located at
301 North Avenue West, Westfield.

The WAYVE Teen Philanthropy
Board will be mentored by Mr.
Beck, Ms. Sarkos and Darielle
Walsh,  Westfield community
leader. These mentors will help
teens decide which proposals will
receive their support based on how
the proposals would improve the
lives of Union County residents.

Under the guidance of their men-
tors, the members of the WAYVE
Teen Philanthropy Board will be
involved with the proposal review
and selection process. The final
meeting, on May 20, will culminate
with the awarding of grants to the
proposal they have chosen to fund.
This awarding of grants will be pub-
licized in local news venues.

Anyone interested in applying to
the program should email
WAYVE@jfscentralnj.org for an
online link to the application. Teens
are encouraged to visit the WAYVE
Facebook and Instagram page and
search the hashtag #ridethewayve
to learn more about volunteer op-
portunities in the program.

Clergyman-Comic Alper
Due at Local Synagogue

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on January
24, 2019. It will be further considered for
final passage, after public hearing thereon,
at a meeting of the Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on February 14, 2019 at 7:15
P.M.  During the week prior to and up to
and including the date of such meeting
copies of the full ordinance will be avail-
able, at no cost and during regular busi-
ness hours, at the Clerk’s office for the
members of the general public who shall
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 19-01

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUI-
SITION OF A NEW STREET
SWEEPER IN, BY AND FOR
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $280,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAY-
MENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE IS-
SUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of a new street
sweeper for the use of the Department of
Public Works in, by and for the Borough.

Appropriation:  $280,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $266,600
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $5,000
Useful Life: 15 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Christina M Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 02/07/19, The Leader Fee: $51.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 30th day of
January 2019 the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. The Workshop Meeting for the Plan-
ning Board on February 20th will begin at
7 pm instead of 7:30 p.m..

2. Application PBA-17-00004 AD-
JOURNED TO FEBRUARY 20, 2019.
Hartz Mountain Industries, Applicant, 750
Walnut Avenue, Block: 541, Lot: 2, C-3
Zone. Applicant is seeking to rezone the
subject property to eliminate the office and
warehousing uses in favor of multi-family
residential use (136-13).

Donna Pedde
Secretary

1 T - 02/07/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

Scotch Plains Library Lists
Friday Films For February

SCOTCH PLAINS — The com-
munity is invited to come to the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Fridays at
noon to watch recently-released films.
The schedule is as follows:

February 8: Operation Finale
(PG-13, 122 minutes). A cinematic
adaptation of how Israeli secret
agents arrested SS officer Adolf
Eichmann, the man who master-
minded the “Final Solution.” He
was tracked down in Buenos Aires,
captured, and brought to Israel for
trial in 1961.

February 15: Loving Pablo (R,
123 minutes). Journalist Virginia
Vallejo follows Colombian drug lord
Pablo Escobar as he rises to political
power at home and ships drugs to the
United States. As their relationship
evolves, she is accosted by U.S. of-
ficials hoping she will help nab him.

February 22: Alpha (PG-13, 96

minutes). After his first hunt, a
young man is left to withstand the
hostile Ice Age wilderness on his
own. He soon encounters and be-
friends a deserted wolf, and the
two learn what it takes to survive
as a brutal winter approaches.

These events are free and open to
all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or email library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Library Friends Slate
Murder Mystery

AREA — The Friends of the
Rahway Public Library invite the
community to a most unusual wed-
ding. The theme for their annual
Murder Mystery Dinner, a nuptial
nightmare, includes a raging bridezilla
and an unenthused groom. While the
moon will be shining, the wedding
bells may not ring for the not-so-
happy couple when a member of the
wedding party is murdered.

Participants are invited to trade
clues and help the hapless couple
figure out whodunnit so they can say
“I do” before the wedding hour
passes them by.

The event will take place on Fri-
day, March 1, at 7 p.m., at the Rahway
Public Library. Attendees can wear
just about whatever they like, in-
cluding one’s own wedding dress or
the most ridiculous wedding attire
one can come up with. Tickets in-
clude a dinner buffet and compli-
mentary wine, beer and soda. All
guests must be age 21 or older. Tick-
ets are $50 and are on sale now at
https://bit.ly/2CpCC8b.

The Friends of the Rahway Public
Library is a 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to providing volunteer and
fund-raising support to the library.
The library is located at 2 City Hall
Plaza, Rahway.
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By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Viewing director Steven Knight’s
Serenity, a film consumed with the
notion that things aren’t what they
appear to be, I was uncomfortably
reminded that I don’t like to figure
things out. I don’t do puzzles, don’t
do fancy mystery yarns unless they’re
old classics or approach the inven-
tiveness of The Usual Suspects
(1995), and if you ask me when train
B will pass Train A if both leave their
original locations at so and so time,
I’ll excuse myself, lie that I’ll be right
back, and head for the veranda for
something less complicated, like a
cocktail and maybe a few of those
little hot dog hors d’ oeuvres.

So, if you’re looking for someone
who might prove useful in determin-
ing just where the blackbird turned up
after Sam “sends over” Brigid
O’Shaughnessy in The Maltese
Falcon’s (1941) final scene, I’m not
your boy. However, if you’re in the
market for a moderately foppish film
critic who obscures the subject and
traditionally avoids the issue when
saddled with reviewing a movie that
he feels is underserving of serious
scrutiny, you’ve landed on the right
square.

I did the same sort of thing a few
decades back when I also wrote a
restaurant review column. Hesitant
to hurt the prospects of a local eatery,
especially after just one visit, when-
ever experiencing a less than impres-
sive meal I found solace in tangential
gossip and jibber jabber. Y’know,
things like, “Saw the Rabinowitzes
chowing down during my visit to
Henri’s Pretention Chophouse. Their
son Trent, the little shaver, made honor
roll for the 6th marking cycle in a
row….says he hopes to one day at-
tend Cornell and study ornithology.
Never can have enough ornitholo-
gists, I always say.”

But while I’d like to think there was
an altruistic bent to my essentially
accidental restaurant reviewing, in
the case of films deemed unworthy,
my declination is more about not wish-
ing to grant such celluloid the right
time of day. It arrogantly suggests
that said fare should only be ingested
under one circumstance: Your much
anticipated, secret hideaway vacation
reservations got screwed up and
you’re relegated to a dreadful cabin
containing only Nancy Drew books,
all of which you’ve read. You’ve al-
ready manicured your nails, shined
your shoes, and, because you’re so
disappointed in the foul-up, can’t get
to sleep. P.S.—There’s crumbs in the
bed. Looks like from Graham crack-
ers. And anyway, the 16-inch tube TV
gets only one station and its showing
Serenity. Your best hope is that it’ll
cause you to fall asleep.

Still, all of this pompously es-
poused, week #12 of the Crandall &
Erickson Film Critic Correspondence
Course that secured me the position I
now enjoy, aptly instructs, “Make sure
you say at least something about the
film you’re reviewing.” Furthermore,
acknowledging the wisdom of H.L.
Mencken’s thought that no one ever
went broke underestimating the intel-
ligence of the American public, there
is hardly a movie ever made that
didn’t have at least one person attest-
ing to its profound, life-changing in-
fluence.

Therefore, lest the short shrift I’ve
heretofore afforded Serenity stunts
the intellectual progress of some good
citizen who might otherwise see the
film and one day save our democracy
from the current gang of polluting
opportunists who have all but backed
up their trucks to Fort Knox, I patri-
otically redress my dilly-dallying as
follows.

Once upon a time, a screenwriter
penning a fantasy that painted him
into a corner could flee the strictures
of his premise and weave a magical
ending by suddenly having his pro-
tagonist awake from a dream, i.e.,
The Wizard of Oz (1939). Now, as
employed in Serenity, the Brave New
Cyber World has created a newfangled
escape clause for fiction writers need-
ing to explain away flights of fancy
for which there is no logical
explanation…at least not in our old,
plain, three-dimensional world.

To tell what that latest bit of literary
gimmickry is would divulge Serenity’s
surprise ending. So suffice it to note,
it isn’t until the film’s midway point
that we realize things aren’t what we
thought they were, and that we’ve
been shanghaied into a suspense yarn.
Becoming hip to the jive at about the
same time, Matthew McConaughey’s
Baker Dill, a commercial fisherman
who’s an amalgam of Captain Ahab
and the title character in “The Old
Man and The Sea” (1958), begins to
question his very own identity.

Mix in a subplot about former wife,
Karen Zariakas (Anne Hathaway),
beseeching the already rather tortured
soul to kill her abusive, megaloma-
niac husband (Jason Clarke) for $10
million and add hints that Dill might
be suffering from PTSD, which could
explain everything. Not! But these
and a few other drifts of story impli-
cation are only meant to set you up for
the deus ex machina conclusion cyni-
cally informing that everything you’ve
witnessed thus far was a ruse, and
therefore a waste of your time.

….
Serenity. rated R, is an Aviron Pic-

tures release directed by Steven Knight
and stars Matthew McConaughey,
Anne Hathaway and Jason Clarke.
Running time: 106 minutes.
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Art from the HEART Exhibit
At Freeholders Gallery

COUNTY — The Art from the
HEART fine arts program is on display
at the Freeholders Gallery now until
Thursday, February 14. The public is
invited to visit the Freeholders Gallery
any time during regular business hours
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the
6th floor of the Union County Admin-
istration Building, located at 10
Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth.

“The Art from the HEART program
is an opportunity for seniors to express
themselves creatively and freely, and
the exhibit provides members of the
public with a window into a unique and
colorful world,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Bette Jane Kowalski.

The Exhibition is a partnership be-
tween the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey and SAGE Eldercare, in Sum-

mit. Art from the HEART is celebrating
its 18th year, led by art therapist Janice
Patrignani. The program encourages
self-expression, increases self-esteem,
and helps keep participants’ minds
sharp.

The Art from the HEART exhibition
is made possible in part by the 2018
HEART (History, Education, Arts
Reaching Thousands) Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. Additional funding is provided
by individual donors.

For further information about this
and other programs and services re-
lated to the arts and history in Union
County, visit online at ucnj.org/cultural,
call (908) 558-2550, or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ relay users
dial 711.

THE JOY OF ART...Untitled work from the new Art from the HEART exhibit,
now on display through Thursday, February 14, at the Freeholders Gallery in the
Union County Administration Building.

Nancy Ori in ‘Mixed Media
Masters’ at WAC

AREA – The Watchung Arts Center
(WAC) has announced their February
exhibition “What Are You Looking At?”
by The Exhibitors Co-op, along with
“Mixed Media Masters” by Nancy Ori
and Heidi Sussman. An opening Art
Reception will be held on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 10, from 1 to
4 p.m. and the ex-
hibits will be on dis-
play through Feb-
ruary 26.

“Mixed Media
Masters” by Nancy
Ori and Heidi
Sussman will be dis-
played at the Lower
Gallery. The two
photographers push
the limits of tradi-
tional photographic
imagery by combin-
ing their photos with
various mixed me-
dia techniques.

Ms. Ori, owner of New Jersey Media
Center in Berkeley Heights, is respected
internationally as an industrial photog-
rapher and video producer for over
three decades. Her current body of work
now addresses her fascination with lay-
ering images by running the same paper
through her printer several times to

receive different images that overlap
each other, working with positive and
negative space, as well as using collage
to layer images on top of each other to
create a final concept for interpretation.

Ms. Sussman, an exhibiting photog-
rapher, instructor and mixed media art-

ist, who maintains a
studio practice in
East Orange, mixes
natural and digital
art media with her
images. She experi-
ments with various
techniques and pa-
pers to create tex-
ture and mood not
apparent in a tradi-
tional flat, two-di-
mensional photo-
graph. Her images,
both abstract, as well
as representational,
presented on paper,

as well as wooden panels and canvas,
incorporate image transfers and col-
lage, which integrate both hot and cold
wax processes.

Located at 18 Stirling Road in
Watchung, the WAC Galleries are open
Tuesday through Friday noon to 5 p.m.
and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. There is
no entrance fee.

Free Concert Offered by the
Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to attend a free concert given by
The Musical Club of Westfield on
Wednesday, February 13, at 1:30 p.m.
This is the first concert of 2019 of-
fered in a year-long series of events
sponsored by the Musical Club and
will be held at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield located at 170 Elm Street.

Pianist and composer Dan Crisci, a
guest artist, will open the concert with
his own work, “Asked and Answered.”
This piece will be followed by “Over
the Rainbow” by Harold Arlen and
Irving Berlin’s “Cheek to Cheek”. Mr.
Crisci will close the first section of the
concert with two more of his own
works: “In a Sense” and “It’s a Start.”

The concert will continue with Bass-
Baritone Glen Crane, accompanied by
Mary Beth McFall at the piano. Mr.
Crane will sing selections from Franz
Schubert’s Die schöne Müllerin:
“Pause,” “Mit dem grünen
Lautenbande,” “Die liebe Farbe,” “Die
böse Farbe” and “Trockne Blumen.”

Pianist Sophia Agranovich will
close the program with two selec-
tions: Beethoven’s Sonata No. 14 in
C# minor, Op. 27, No 2, popularly
known as the Moonlight Sonata, and
Scherzo No. 4 in E major, Op. 54 by
Frédéric Chopin.

There will be a reception with light
refreshments immediately after the
concert where audience members will
have the opportunity to meet the per-
formers. Should there be inclement
weather, the snow date will be Febru-
ary 20 at 1:30 p.m. The Musical Club
of Westfield is a non-profit organiza-
tion whose mission is to foster and
encourage good music, to provide
performance opportunities for local
musicians and to support young mu-
sicians from Union county with col-
lege scholarships. It also sponsors the
Junior Musical Club for students in
grades 8 to 12 from the surrounding
communities. Additional information
about the club can be found by visit-
ing musicalclubofwestfield.org.

Fanwood Arts Council will
Host Poet Charlie Bondhus
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council and the Carriage House Po-
etry Series will host a book launch,
reception and poetry reading for award-
winning poet Charlie Bondhus and his
recently published book, “Divining
Bones” on Sunday, February 10, from
3 to 5 p.m.

The celebration and reading will
take place at the Patricia Kuran Arts
Center (“The Carriage House”) adja-
cent to Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS
use 75 N. Martine Ave., Fanwood NJ
07023). The event is free and open to
the public.

“Divining Bones,” published last
fall by Sundress Publications, is the
fifth collection of poems by Mr.
Bondhus, who is an associate profes-
sor of English and creative writing at
Raritan Valley Community College in

Branchburg. He grew up in Connecti-
cut and earned his Master of Fine Arts
from Goddard College and his Ph.D.
from the University of Massachusetts
Amherst. Mr. Bondhus was poetry edi-
tor at The Good Men Project from
2013 to 2018, and he received the
Thom Gunn Award for Gay Poetry in
2014.

In a review of his writing, the novel-
ist Anne Rice said, “I don’t have words
to praise enough the words I read
here…this is the soaring achievement
of an extraordinarily gifted poet with
an extraordinary heart.”

For more information, visit http://
charliebondhus.com.

All are invited to attend this free
celebration and reading. Copies of “Di-
vining Bones” will be available for
purchase.

MAGIC OF POETRY..The Fanwood Arts Council and the Carriage House
Poetry Series will host a book launch, reception and poetry reading for award-
winning poet Charlie Bondhus and his recently published book, “Divining Bones”
on Sunday, February 10, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Patricia Kuran Arts Center.

by Nancy Ori

Just Dance! Concert
Happening This Weekend

AREA – This weekend, Just
Dance!, in it’s third season, will again
take to the stage at Main Street The-
atre Company. For this dance con-
cert, choreographers and dancers from
the Greater Central Jersey area will
come together to create all sorts of
dance works.

This concert provides an opportu-
nity for artists and performers to have
a creative outlet in order to develop
mature artistic works, to collaborate
on profound themes, to work with
intricate and nuanced movement and
to have fun with like-minded people
who are passionate about dance.

The dance concert will showcase a
variety of genres and styles, from
contemporary, to hip-hop, to Latin
and more. Within one performance,
there will be beauty and sadness, sto-
ries and abstraction. Just Dance! is

formed by Producer and Director
Nikola Palivoda, and Choreographers
Tonju Anik, Nathan Forster, Maggie
Keller, Kelli Kranick, Nikola
Palivoda, Krystal Wray, and Susan
Zuckerman.

Just Dance! will take place on Fri-
day, February 8, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
February 9, at 2 and 8 p.m., and
Sunday, February 10, at 2 p.m. Main
Street Theatre is located at 3018
Bordentown Avenue, Parlin. Tickets
are $18 in advance, and $20 at the
door. Visit www.smstc.org for more
information.

I’VE GOT AN IDEA...Research and preparation go into the “Wax Museum” at
elementary schools in Westfield, where students dress as and answer questions
about the famous person they are portraying. Fifth graders at Wilson School held
their Wax Museum on January 18 when the notable personages included Olivia
DiGregorio as Pakistani activist Malala Yousafzai, Megan Warmington as Ameri-
can abolitionist Harriet Tubman, and Thomas Holland as American inventor and
businessman Thomas Edison, pictured, among the many famous personages.

Thank you for your
continued support

of local journalism:
goleader.com/subscribe
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Councilman / Novel Writer Kranz
Talks About The Art of Writing

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Tom Kranz said he
subscribes to the adage of writing
being aggravating and annoying and
frustrating, but also something that
he could not imagine not doing. “I
started writing in high school and I
can’t stop,” he told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Mr. Kranz’s latest
stop is his recently published 204-
page novel, Killer Competition, which
follows the continuing adventures of
television journalist—and ex-con—
Bud Remmick.

Mr. Kranz, who spends some of his
non-writing time serving as a Fanwood
borough councilman, first introduced
readers to Bud Remmick in his 2017
fiction debut, Budland. His first foray
into books however, was with
Liveshot, a true account of the deadly

1985 confrontation between Philadel-
phia police and members of a black
liberation movement.

In Killer Competition, TV news vet-
eran Bud Remmick is newly released
from prison after serving time for man-
slaughter—namely, killing his former
news director—and looking to put his
life back to-
gether with his
wife, Maggie.
Shortly after
he’s returned to
the free world,
he is called back
to the news-
room, a place
that Mr. Kranz
is quite familiar
with, having
worked in
Philadelphia
TV news for 30
years. He told
The Leader/
Times that after
all those years
writing real
news, “it’s fun
to make stuff up
now. The more
I write, the more
I hope to get to
the ‘universal
truths’” that his
10th grade English teacher spoke
about.

He said he got the itch to write
Budland, which tracks Bud Remmick’s
crime and prison time, after being fired
by CBS in 2007. “I had anger towards
certain individuals and thought it might
be best to hit the keyboard instead of
hitting them,” Mr. Kranz said. So, he
said he channeled his anger into the

character of Bud and “entertained the
notion that doing jail time wasn’t the
worst thing if it meant eliminating a
horrible person from the face of the
earth.”

Mr. Kranz made it clear that “no
one I ever worked for ever reached
the level of evil that the bad guys in

Budland or
Killer Competi-
tion did,” and
described the
villains in his
books as “exag-
gerated, com-
posite versions
of individuals I
have known in
the news busi-
ness.”

While Killer
Compet i t ion
took him about
nine months to
write, Mr.
Kranz said
Budland took
about 10 years
to finish as he
wrote in “fits
and starts” be-
tween working
during the day
and also being
an elected offi-

cial. He said he was “alternatively
excited by it and disgusted with it,”
adding that he was stymied for nearly
two years by how to end the book
“before I finally figured it out.”

When he wrote that first book, he
hadn’t planned on a sequel to follow
the further adventures of Bud
Remmick, and admitted that “there
may be one more Bud and Maggie

Tom Kranz

HERE WE GO AGAIN...Mark Smith, Lindsay Maron, James Lopez and Michael Dooley in rehearsal for Mamma Mia!,
which opens February 15 at CDC Theatre in Cranford. Mamma Mia! features music by ABBA to tell the hilarious story of
a daughter’s (Ms. Maron) quest to discover the identity of her father, bringing three men from her mother’s past back to the
island they last visited 20 years ago. Tickets and additional details can be found by visiting, cdctheatre.org.

story to be told” since several things
were left unresolved in Killer Com-
petition.

Mr. Kranz described Bud Remmick
as “a version of me without the prison
record,” a “basically good man” with
“significant human flaws, the most
striking of which is his anger.”

While writing fiction “is cool be-
cause you can make things up as you
see fit,” said Mr. Kranz, he added the
secret to good fiction “is to connect
with the reader on a personal level by
tapping into the stupid details of life,
day-to-day human liabilities and as-
sets.”

When asked whether he finds it
harder to write fiction or non-fiction,
he told The Times that “non-fiction
demands more discipline because it
requires research at every turn. Fiction
is also serviced by research for the
sake of clarity and realism,” he said,
“but it’s fudge-able in a made-up story.

presents

Puccini’sTOSCA
SATURDAY, Feb 23 at 7PM | WESTFIELD 

SUNDAY, Feb 24 at 3PM | MADISON
WWW.NJFESTIVALORCHESTRA.ORG 

OR CALL 908 232 9400

It’s not fudge-able in a work of non-
fiction.”

Mr. Kranz said he writes when he
has time — on his laptop in front of
his TV at home or at his work office
after the day has ended. “I write in
spurts,” he said, adding that the be-
ginning “is critical because it sets the
pace going forward.” And when he
hits the inevitable wall, as all writers
do, “I just stop for however long it
takes to get my thoughts together and
then start again.” He said he doesn’t
focus on having a detailed plot out-
line when he starts writing. “I worry
more about the writing than I do about
a master plan, which is probably not
a good strategy, but I don’t care. It’s
more fun to me to see where things go
in the natural order of the story.”

Mr. Kranz admitted that he doesn’t
let others read his novels before
they’re published, joking that he
avoids doing so “because I am arro-

gant and stupid about criticism.” This
philosophy, he said, violates the man-
tra of Truman Capote and a mentor
from his Philadelphia days that “ev-
eryone needs an editor.”

Mr. Kranz self-published Killer
Competition and Budland, something
that forces him to be an aggressive
promoter of his own work. The books
are listed on major online sites and
Mr. Kranz held an author’s reception
at The Town Book Store in Westfield
recently. He said he’s also read a
number of independent authors “to
compare my work to theirs.”

Beyond the self-publishing world,
Mr. Kranz listed two science-fiction
novels, The Forever War by Joe
Haldeman and The Martian by Andy
Weir, as being among his favorites.
And Mr. Kranz reported that he is
currently “trying my hand at a sci-fi
idea I’ve had for a while. I’m 50
pages into it with a long way to go.”

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY). Yield Plus is a variable rate consumer checking product and is subject to change after account is opened and at any time. For additional terms, fees and conditions please refer to our account disclosures. If your daily balance is 
$500,000.00 or more, the interest rate paid on the portion of your balance that equals or exceeds $500,000.00 is the lowest tier which is currently .10%. The annual percentage yield would range from 2.00% to 1.05% with an assumed total balance of $1 million. If 
your daily balance is greater than or equal to $250,000.00 but less than $500,000.00 the interest rate paid on the entire balance in your account is currently 1.98% with an annual percentage yield of 2.00%. If your daily balance is greater than or equal to $10,000.00, 
but less than $250,000.00 the interest rate paid on the entire balance in your account is currently 1.49% with an annual percentage yield of 1.50%. If your daily balance is greater than $1,000.00, but less than $10,000.00, the interest rate paid on the entire balance 
in your account is currently .25% with an annual percentage yield of .25%. If your daily balance is greater than .01, but less than $1,000.00, the interest rate paid on the entire balance in your account is currently .10% with an annual percentage yield of .10%. If your 
daily balance is less than .01, no interest will be paid for that day. **To obtain the APYs quoted above we require a qualifying direct deposit or an online bill payment transaction to post to your account each statement cycle. Cycles where these requirements are not 
met, the lowest balance tier will apply, currently this APY is .10%.Fees may reduce earnings. Minimum balance to open this account is $0.01. Offer subject to change without notice. Rates are effective as of publication date.
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KORZENESKI RALLIES TO WIN, DORAN TECHS; A.J., KALNINS, SMITH, SHRINER, GLUCK PIN

Cougars Rout Woodbridge in Mat Group Section, 52-14
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Acquiring team points proved
to be very difficult for the fifth-
seeded Woodbridge Barrons
when they faced the fourth-
seeded Cranford Cougars in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Wres-
tling Tournament at Cranford
High School on February 4. The
13-5 Barrons found themselves
in a 21 to minus 1 hole before
they could place a team point on
the scoreboard in a 52-14
Cranford triumph.

Referring to a previous set-
back, Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said, “Some of these
kids are remembering a beating
[loss to Westfield] that they took
not too long ago and that’s fuel-
ing the fire. Sometimes that hap-
pens. You learn a lot from a loss.
I felt they [Westfield] wrestled
great that night and we did not.
They wrestled better than us.”

The 14-4 Cougars shot right

out of the chute when Pat Kalnins
punished Anthony Zecchino with
a four-point barrel roll-to-back
move and an arm bar walkover
nearfall before pinning him in
5:11 with his walkover arm bar
at 120-lbs. At 126-lbs, after pull-
ing off a five-point elevator-to-
back move in the second period,
Cougar Jimmy Gluck showed Nick
DiLauro the lights in 5:54. Dean
Smith recorded three takedowns
and an arm bar stack nearfall
before pinning Justin Langan in
3:26 with a tight waist stack at
132-lbs to up the Cougars’ lead
to 18-0.

The next bout turned out to be
a battle between Cougar Jack
Korzeneski and Jaden Catalano

at 138-lbs. Catalano initiated a
Merkel takedown and Korzeneski
escaped. Catalano won a
scramble for another takedown
and Korzeneski escaped.
Korzeneski escaped in the sec-
ond period and Catalano escaped
in the third period to take a 5-3
lead. Korzeneski reached down

deep and with 11 seconds on the
clock, he caught Catalano with a
low lateral drop five-point move
to win 8-5. During the bout, the
Woodbridge coach was penal-
ized a team point for pursuing a
discussion too long with the ref.
Hence a 21 to minus 1 team
score.

“Being my last home match
ever in my career, I thought
there’s no way I am losing. After
taking a tough loss on Friday, I
knew that stung. I didn’t want to
feel that again. The kid was tired
and he was fading. I knew I had
more in the tank and that I was
the better wrestler,” Korzeneski
explained.

On his ceding a Merkel
takedown in the first period,
Korzeneski said, “He had it locked

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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up but I wasn’t going over. I
knew I was going to be able to
break it. It was just a fact that he
got two [points] on me.”

The Barrons then were awarded
a bit of a gift in the 145-lb bout
when Cougar Conor Halpin
slipped on a takedown attempt
and got stuck in 3:26 by Joe
Brucado to make the team score
21-5. At 152-lbs, Cougar AJ
Bencivenga, who normally likes
to amass numerous takedowns,
only used two of his famous
Fireman’s before clamping Tyler
Job in 26 seconds with a cradle.

“I went for a Russian
[takedown] first then he set his
arm into an under hook and I
went for it. He went to his back.
He popped over. I didn’t catch it
right away, so I cut him and went
back to it and caught him,”

Bencivenga described. “I wanted
to get back on the bench, get the
team all hyped up with the quick
pin.”

At 160-lbs, being a little hasty
in his attempt to set up a guillo-
tine cost Cougar Ky’ell Roper a
win in regulation. Instead Barron
Sergio Cespedes recorded a
takedown in overtime to win 8-6.
Cougar Evan Kanterman has to
thank his top control ability when

he pulled off a 1-0 victory over
Yusuf Elbayar at 170-lbs. At 182-
lbs, Cougar Justin Alpaugh-
McLean recorded seven
takedowns, a pair of nearfalls
and an escape to claim a 22-6,
4:11 tech fall over Rodwan
Dahhan. Zach Blevins shuffled
out to the center of the mat to
receive a forfeit at 195-lbs.

A very hungry Cougar Matt
Doran voraciously attacked Chris
Costales quickly and consistently,
using his linebacker mentality to
record a five-point double-leg
tackle to back move and follow-
ing with a driving five-point head
throw to carry a 10-1 lead into
the second period. Doran added
another driving takedown in the
second period then tacked on
another takedown-to-back move
to seize a 16-1, 6:00 tech fall to
up the team score to 46-8.

With a grin on his face, Doran
[Doran] painted the picture, “I

see the opponent as a fat elk and
I am the wolf. And I am trying to
eat that elk. That’s basically the
mentality. Wolves take down elks
that are a lot bigger than them.
I don’t actually weigh 220 but
because I am a spirit wolf, I go
right to the elk. Got to chase
them down, get them tired, go
for the kill, got to feed the pack.”

Cougar Kevin Shriner turned
Manny Rivera to his back in 3:09
with a half nelson at 285-lbs then
in the final two bouts, Barron
Alex Irazarry topped Ronan Wa-
ters, 5-1, at 106-lbs and Xavier
Laracuente beat Cougar Will
Fernandez, 7-1, at 113-lbs.

“I think our kids are wrestling
pretty well going into the post
season, which is a good time of
the year. We got some close wins
and there’s some stuff that we
really got to work on, some things
that we are doing not so great
that we have to fix before we go

to Phillipsburg on Wednesday,”
Coach Gorman said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
120: — Kalnins C p Zecchino 5:11
126: — Gluck C p DiLauro 5:54
132: — Smith C p Langan 3:26
138: — Korzeneski C d Catalano 8-5
145: — Brocado W p Halpin 3:26
152: — Bencivenga C p Job :26
160: — Cespedes W sv Roper 8-6
170: — Kanterman C d Elbayar 1-0
182: — McLean C tf Dahhan 22-6 4:11
195: — Blevins C won forfeit
220: — Doran C tf Costales 16-1 6:00
285: — Shriner C p Rivera 3:09
106: — Irazarry W d Waters 5-1
113: — Laracuente W d Fernandez 7-1

Cougar Matmen Rout Woodbridge Barrons, 52-14, in North 2, Group 4 Sectional
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On February 6
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* The Patrick School Girls ‘Shoot’ Past Westfield Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 50-33 *
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Updated demo-
graphic data and the costs and
revenue associated with the re-
zoning application for 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, where the owner,
Hartz Mountain, seeks to convert
commercial and industrial uses
to a residential zone for 905
planned apartments, was pro-
vided Wednesday to the plan-
ning board by planner Keenan
Hughes, an expert in planning
hired by Hartz Mountain. He said
the municipality and school dis-
trict in total would see a $2.76-
million net-positive impact in tax
revenue on a yearly basis as a
result of the apartment complex.

The municipality would see

$660,000 in tax revenue yearly,
based on Mr. Hughes’ projec-
tions, while the school district
would see $2.1 million in tax
revenue yearly.

In terms of the impact to the
public schools, a range of 100 to
135 public-school children was
projected to be moving into the
905 apartments, Mr. Hughes cal-
culated based on two different
methodologies. He took data
from apartment complexes in
Cranford — Riverfront at Cranford
Station, Woodmont Station at
Cranford, and Cranford Cross-
ing. Those comparisons yielded
52 public-school children in phase
1 of the construction, and 110
public-school children at full build
out. He also used a statewide

Daryl Palmieri, Gen. Chrystal
Join UCC Bd. of Trustees

CRANFORD – At the January
22, meeting of the Union County
College Board of Trustees, Daryl
Palmieri and General Edward J.
Chrystal, Jr., both of Scotch
Plains, were sworn in as trust-
ees. Union County College Board
of Trustees Chairman Victor M.
Richel welcomed Mr. Palmieri and
General Chrystal to the meeting
and initiated their swearing in.

Mr. Palmieri is the interim ex-
ecutive superintendent of Union
County Schools. In this position,
he works for the New Jersey De-
partment of Education and over-
sees the Union County Office of
Education. The county office’s
responsibilities include perform-
ing onsite evaluations of school
districts every three years in ac-
cordance with the New Jersey
Quality Single Accountability
Continuum (NJQSAC), reviewing

and approving district budgets,
and reviewing and approving dis-
trict administrative contracts.

Mr. Palmieri has been a physi-
cal education teacher for 17 years
and has served as head coach for
the boys’ basketball team at
Westfield High School since 2011.

He holds a master’s degree in
educational administration and
supervision from Kean Univer-
sity, and a Bachelor of Science
degree from Manhattan College
in physical education. At Man-
hattan College, he was a mem-
ber of the men’s basketball team
and Phi Epsilon Kappa National
Honors Fraternity for Physical
Education.

General Chrystal is a Brigadier
General for the New Jersey Army
National Guard. As Brigadier Gen-
eral, he was responsible for the

NEW UCC TRUSTEES...General Edward J. Chrystal and Daryl Palmieri were
sworn in as new members of the Union County College Board of Trustees at the
Trustees January 22 meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County
College Board of Trustees Chairman Victor M. Richel,  General Chrystal, Mr.
Palmieri, and Union President Margaret M. McMenamin.

Courtesy of Patricia Pavlak
DEDICATED VOLUNTEER...Joseph Starkey, pictured center, was presented
with a proclamation by Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, left, at the January 29
township committee meeting recognizing his 10 years of service to the township’s
library board. Mr. Starkey is a lifelong Cranford resident and chairman of the
Swim Pool Advisory Board.

Rutgers study updated in No-
vember 2018 that focused on
multi-family housing, he said.
Mr. Hughes, in his application of
the Rutgers methodology,
yielded 70 at phase 1 and 135
public-school children at full build
out. He said he took the data
from the Rutgers study, which
showed school-age children
(which includes children who may
not be attending public schools),
and calculated out 85 percent,
which is the percentage of chil-
dren in the Cranford community
who attend the public schools.
He also noted that about 40 to 50
percent of children in multi-fam-
ily developments typically are in
the Kindergarten to grade 5 age
range per statewide population
studies.

Chris Chapman, a planning
board member, asked, “if that
larger population is going to that
one school facility, it would have
a larger impact on that one school
facility?”

“There may be some other so-
lution provided by the school dis-
trict; I don’t know,” Mr. Hughes
said. The township currently has
neighborhood schools for grades
K to 8 in the community, and in
this area of the township that
property would either be in the
Walnut/Livingston Avenue School
or the Hillside Avenue School
district.

In comparison to Mr. Hughes’
school-population impacts, a
study conducted by Ross Haber
Associates, which was hired by
the school district, estimated 353
students would enter the school
system at the project’s full build
out, as outlined in a report dated
May 2018.

In Mr. Hughes’ opinion, he said
empirical evidence is the best
resource to identify projections.

Hartz Planner: Township to See
$2.76 Million In Tax Revenue
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Statewide and regional data, he
said, sometimes are difficult to
control.

In his calculations for the fis-
cal-impact analysis, Mr. Hughes
said both the municipality and
the school district would experi-
ence a net-positive impact by
Hartz Mountain’s 905 apartments
proposed when considering his
projections of total population
added by the 905 apartments.
He estimated that there woudl
be a total population of 1,622
residents at full build out. In
terms of public school populaton,
he estimated 110 public school
children, using empirical data.

The school district’s net-posi-
tive impact would be $2.1 million
per year, after full build out of the
apartments, based on his calcu-
lated $14,179 cost per pupil in
the public schools. The school
district’s cost per pupil, he said,
is $18,296 per the state depart-
ment of education, and approxi-
mately 77.5 percent of that cost
is funded by local property taxes,

so after extracting taxes he said
the cost per pupil for the project
would be $14,179.

Karl Pehnke, the traffic engi-
neer hired by Hartz Mountain,
also returned to provide an up-
date of traffic data based on a
new survey conducted on Octo-
ber 30, 2018. He said the data
showed a higher flow of vehicular
traffic heading northbound on
Walnut Avenue in the morning
than his previous counts, but he
said he felt it was an “anomaly.”
Board member Peter Taylor com-
mented, “or it could be reality.”
The count was 524 versus 415
previously.

Mr. Pehnke said his conclusion
is, “we can design safe and proper
access into the site.”

He said the timing of the traffic
signal at the corner of Raritan
Road and Walnut Avenue could
be changed to accommodate an
improved traffic flow, as well as
adding left-hand-turn lanes on
Walnut Avenue, heading towards
downtown Cranford, into the

management of the response and
support operations during Hurri-
canes Irma, Harvey, Sandy,
Irene, Katrina, and Floyd. For his
work, he received multiple acco-
lades including the Bronze Star
Service Medal and the Meritori-
ous Service Award.

General Chrystal is employed
by the New Jersey Department
of Military and Veterans Affairs
as the superintendent for Veter-
ans Haven North, a New Jersey
state transitional facility for
homeless veterans. He is respon-
sible for more than 100 residents
and a staff of counselors, kitchen
and maintenance workers, and
members of the administration.
Previously, General Chrystal was
a member of the New Jersey
State Police and retired at the
rank of lieutenant.

He holds a Master of Science
in Strategic Studies from the
United States Army War Col-
lege, and from Seton Hall Uni-
versity, he holds a Master of
Arts in education administra-

tion and a Bachelor of Arts in
criminal justice.

“Both Superintendent Palmieri
and General Chrystal are pillars
of the community. Superinten-
dent Palmieri’s experience as an
educator and a coach will be a
valuable perspective. General
Chrystal’s service to our country
and past leadership experience
brings beneficial insight to the
board, and we are happy to wel-
come them,’” Mr.. Richel stated.

property. The turning lanes would
be designed to hold 10 vehicles,
he said. Walnut Avenue would be
widened to accommodate the
lanes, and would be accommo-
dated by using the land at 750
Walnut Avenue and not the resi-
dents’ properties across the
street on Walnut Avenue, Mr.
Pehnke said.

The property is bordered by
the Conrail line on one side. “We
do not intend to connect to the
residential neighborhood across
the rail line,” said James Rhatican,
the applicant’s attorney, in re-
sponse to a question posed by
resident Jim Carvalho. Mr.
Carvalho also asked why one of
the owners of the property was
not listed on the zoning applica-
tion. Mr. Rhatican said if one of
the subsidiary owners is not on
the application, then “it’s an over-
sight” and he would correct it.

Hartz Mountain will continue on
Wednesday, February 20, at 8
p.m., with a planning board work-
shop meeting to be held at 7
p.m. The Cranford Planning Board
is to have its own experts present
at the 8 p.m. meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SEE WHAT I SEE..Garwood Police Chief Jim Wright hands over a pair of long-
range binoculars to a child during Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco’s first “Break-
fast with the Mayor” held Saturday morning at Borough Hall.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY FEEDBACK...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco welcomes resi-
dents and hears their ideas during her first “Breakfast with the Mayor” held on
Saturday morning at Borough Hall.

Hartz Planner:  Twp. $2.76 Mil. in Tax Revenue

Palmieri, Chrystal Join UCC Bd.

Seniors Can Play
‘Bagels & Bingo’

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
will present “Bagels & Bingo,” a
new event for senior citizens,
that will be offered at the Cranford
Community Center. It is open to
Cranford residents only.

“Bagels & Bingo” will be held
every fourth Tuesday of each
month, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.,
beginning February 26. The rec-
reation and parks department
said this activity will feature guest
callers, many laughs and prizes.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Reservations are required
and may be made by calling Lori
Donnelly, senior coordinator, at
(908) 709-7283.

Annual Gift Auction
At Mother Seton

CLARK — Mother Seton Re-
gional High School located at
One Valley Road in Clark will
hold a Parents’ Guild Annual Gift
Auction on Friday, March 1.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Admis-
sion:  $25. Reserve a table at
giftauction@motherseton.org.
For more information, call (732)
382-1952.
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CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, has a full calen-
dar of family programs for Spring
2019. The following activities are
scheduled to take place during
the first half of March.

Story time sessions will con-
tinue during March through April
11. The library has weekly offer-
ings for children ranging from 3
months up to age 5. All story
times are at 10:15 a.m. Babies
ages 13 to 23 months can join
Baby Story Time every Monday
morning. Two-year-olds are wel-
come to attend Toddler Story
Time every Tuesday morning,
and children ages 3 to 12 months
can come on Wednesday morn-
ings. Preschoolers ages 3 to 5
are invited to 3-4-5 Story Time
on Thursday mornings. No regis-
tration is required, but partici-
pants are asked to arrive on time
as space is limited and the library
may be unable to accommodate
latecomers.

The library will continue to of-

fer iDiscover Coding, a monthly
introduction to the logic of com-
puter programming. Each class
will acquaint children with a cod-
ing concept through the use of
fun, educational apps. Students
will create interactive stories,
animation and even video games.
Children in grades 1 to 3 are
invited on Tuesdays, March 5,
March 26, April 2, April 30, May 7
and May 28, at 6:30 p.m. Stu-
dents in grades 4 to 6 are wel-
come to attend on March 5, April
2 and May 7 at 7:30 p.m. Regis-
tration is not required, but space
is limited. This free program is
sponsored by a grant from the
Union County Freeholders.

The library will present its Sec-
ond Annual Picture Book Palooza
on Saturday, March 9, at 10 a.m.,
in Room 200 of the Cranford
Community Center. Picture book
authors and illustrators will share
books and crafts with children
ages 4 to 8 and their families. All
attendees will have a chance to
win copies of books by featured

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FAMILIES TAKE A TOUR...Garwood  Police Officer Scott Eriksen shows kids
the holding cells in the borough’s police station as part of Saturday’s “Breakfast
with the Mayor.”

authors and illustrators, and ad-
ditional books will be on hand for
purchase and autographing. Reg-
istration is not required. Admis-
sion is free.

Independent readers are in-
vited to hone their skills by read-
ing to therapy dogs at the “Paws
for Reading” program on Tues-
days, March 12, April 9 and May
14, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Reg-
istration is required and begins
two weeks before each program.
To reserve a spot, call (908)
709-7272 or stop by the library.

Students in grades 4 to 6 are
invited to a fun series called Un-
quiet Library, which will meet on
Thursdays, March 7, March 21,
April 4 and April 18, from 4 to 5
p.m. This drop-in program will
feature movie days, robots, video
games and much more.

Additional activities will be an-
nounced for the second half of
March, along with April and May.
For more information, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

CF Library Reveals Programs for March

Local Letter to the Editor
Garwood Driver Thanks

Good Samaritans
Wednesday, January 30, was a

particularly cold night as I found
out after departing from a wres-
tling match in Westfield. As I
drove down Second Avenue in
Garwood between Oak and Ce-
dar Streets, my car shut off as I
drifted to the corner of Cedar
Street.

After mumbling a multitude of
unpleasant words to myself, I
stood out in the cold hoping that
a car would come by. After ap-
proximately five minutes, a
woman in an SUV stopped and
said she would call for help. After
she left, a couple of men in a
truck stopped and asked me if I
needed help but they did not
have jumper cables. They stayed

with me, however. A few minutes
later a man and his wife arrived
and did have jumper cables and
the foursome managed to get
my car started.

I was entirely grateful but my
brain seemed to be as frozen as
my hands, so I forgot to ask
them their names. I also believe
that they may have been happy
just to get back into their warm
vehicles. In any event, I would
sincerely like to thank those indi-
viduals for the much needed as-
sistance.

Thank You!
David B. Corbin

Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor
The Westfield Leader

BE THE CHANGE...Cranford’s Walnut Avenue School bathrooms received a
facelift recently. Pictured is the boys’ bathroom featuring positive messages. The
girls’ bathroom also had a fresh update with inspirational messages to lift the
students up. Principal Celine McNally thanks all of the volunteer parents who
worked together to design and paint the bathrooms to brighten up the school.

Local Synagogue
Plans Trivia Night

CRANFORD — Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim will present Trivia
Night on Saturday, March 9, be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at the synagogue, located
at 338 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Participants are invited to form
teams of four to eight people to
compete, or be matched with
others. The event also will in-
clude Tito’s Vodka Tasting Bar, a
tricky tray, silent auction and
snacks. Local businesses are
welcome to donate items for the
auction, tricky tray or a give-
away.

Tickets are $30 in advance and
$40 at the door. Interested per-
sons may order tickets online at
tbemc.org/trivianight/ or reserve
their seat by calling (908) 276-
9231.
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Garwood Library Highlights
Upcoming February Events
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library has revealed ac-
tivities taking place at the library
during the second half of Febru-
ary, as well as some continuing
programs. The library will be
closed on Monday, February 18,
for Presidents’ Day.

Kid’s Craft is set for Wednes-
day, February 20, at 3 p.m. Chil-
dren in second grade and up will
make a fun craft. Registration is
required and participation is lim-
ited to 20.

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be offered on Thursday, Febru-
ary 21, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Union County Division on Aging
staff will be on hand to assist
senior citizens age 60 and older
or their caregivers with informa-
tion on services such as meal
delivery, respite care, adult day
care and support services for
caregivers.

The Monday Afternoon Book
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on Feb-
ruary 25 to discuss “Fly Girls” by
Keith O’Brien. No registration is
required.

Lego will be available on Thurs-
days, February 14 and 28, at 3
p.m., for children ages 4 through
12. Participants may build what-
ever they wish, then share their
creation with others. Some Lego
creations will be displayed in the
library’s showcase. Registration
is required and participation lim-
ited to 15.

Additionally, the Knitting Club
meets on Mondays and Thurs-
days at 10:30 a.m. No registra-
tion is required. Participants learn
how to knit or show others how it
is done while enjoying fun con-
versation. Needles and yarn are
provided to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess takes place on Mon-
days at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but sessions are lim-
ited to 12 players. This non-
instructional program offers an

informal chess game for chil-
dren of all ages. Six boards are
provided.

Explore It is held on Tuesdays,
at 3 p.m., in the Lincoln School
Art Room. This program provides
after-school STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) fun for youngsters
in fourth grade and older. Regis-
tration is required and participa-
tion limited to 16.

Toddler Story Time, for chil-
dren from infants through age 4,
is presented Wednesdays at
10:30 a.m. Activities include sto-
ries, songs, bubbles and more.
No registration is required. The
Pipsqueak Players will visit
Storytime on February 13.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-
1670. Further information on li-
brary programs and services also
is available online at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals Upcoming Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced its
events for February. The Public
Affairs Department will host
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr on
Tuesday, February 12, at 1 p.m.,
at the home of Barbara Jackson.
Mayor Mahr will speak about key
issues in her community. All are
invited to attend and to partici-
pate in the discussion. Those
planning to attend are asked to
call Barbara.

The Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment will meet at the Cranford
Community Center on Tuesday,
February 19, at 10 a.m., to learn
about the art of quilting. This
gathering will be led by Edie
Coogan, who will share her expe-
riences making quilts. She also
will demonstrate how to plan a
pattern for a quilted pillow. At-
tendees are asked to bring a pair
of large scissors suitable for cut-
ting material if they are avail-
able. All other materials will be
provided. If planning to attend,
call Edie. The Cranford Commu-
nity Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

The Literature Department will
meet on Monday, February 25,
at 1 p.m., at the home of Dot
Conheeney, who will lead a dis-
cussion of the book “The
Gatekeeper” by Kathryn Smith.
This is the story of Missy LeHand,
one of the people who enabled
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
to achieve his place in history.
Those planning to attend are
asked to call Dot.

The club will hold a business
meeting on Wednesday, March
6, at 10 a.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. Co-Presi-
dents Sue Driscoll and Marie
Mastorakis will preside as at-
tendees welcome guest speaker
Carol Nolde. A Westfield resi-
dent, Ms. Nolde is a poet and
the author of “Things Live Af-

ter.” She has taught English
and creative writing at Westfield
High School. The public is in-
vited.

The club is collecting non-per-
ishable food items at its meet-
ings to be donated to the food
bank. For more information about
the Wednesday Morning Club,
contact Co-Vice-Presidents Carol
Moran at (908) 233-5635 or
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or
sandij301@gmail.com.

iCRANFORD
Thursday, January 24, Deshawn

Claiborne, 26, of Roselle was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Centennial Av-
enue and Grant Street for un-
clear plates. Claiborne was pro-
cessed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for unclear
plates, driving with a suspended
license and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Thursday, January 24, Carlos
Cascante-Esquivel, 46, of Linden
was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor vehicle stop at
Raritan Road and Moen Avenue
for careless driving. Cascante-
Esquivel was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for refusal to consent to
taking breath samples, for not
having a valid registration card
in his possession, careless driv-
ing and a seatbelt violation.

Tuesday, January 29, Peter
Arce, 28, of Rahway was ar-
rested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at Centen-
nial Avenue and Raritan Road
for an inoperable headlight. Arce
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
maintenance of lamps, driving
with a suspended license and
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance in a motor
vehicle.

Probitas Verus Honos

Giblin to Be Speaker
At Chamber Event

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce
will hold its second networking
event for 2019 on Wednesday,
February 13 at 8 a.m. at Atria
Senior Living, 10 Jackson Drive
in Cranford. The guest speaker
will be Cranford’s Mayor Patrick
Giblin.

The Mayor’s discussion will
include an overview of 2019
projects and developments re-
lating to Cranford.

The cost of this event is $15
for members and $20 for future
members. Breakfast is in-
cluded. Registration is required
at cranfordareachamber.com or
by calling the chamber office at
(908) 272-6114.

‘Brain Games’ Event
On Tap at Library

CRANFORD — Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield of New Jer-
sey will visit the Cranford Pub-
lic Library for Brain Games, a
program for adults, on Thurs-
day, February 21, at 2 p.m.
This interactive presentation
will focus on the brain as a
“master computer” and the im-
portant topic of brain health.

There are routine mainte-
nance activities people can do
on a daily basis to help keep
this master organ healthy and
in working order, even as they
age. Diet, physical exercise and
proper rest will be discussed.
Participants also will try out
games and exercises that
stimulate and exercise differ-
ent areas of the brain, to help
improve memory and stay
sharp.

This program will be pre-
sented by Horizon Blue Cross
Blue Shield of New Jersey.

No registration is required for
this free event. The Cranford
Public Library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue and is acces-
sible to all. For more informa-
tion about the Cranford Public
Library, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.


