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BOE Appoints Keith Brunson
New RIS Assistant Principal

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation completed summer leadership
changes last Thursday with the ap-
pointment of Keith Brunson, dean of
11th-grade students at Piscataway
High School, as the new assistant
principal at Roosevelt Intermediate
School (RIS).

He will begin his new position on
Tuesday, October 15, or earlier if
released by the Piscataway school
district, according to a district press
release.

Mr. Brunson replaces Brian
Gechtman, who was appointed in July
as the school’s principal after serving
as RIS’ assistant principal for seven

years. Mr. Gechtman began his duties
on August 1.

The changes follow the sudden
death of Westfield High School
(WHS) Principal Derrick Nelson,
Ed.D., in April from complications
after he donated his bone marrow to a
young boy in France. Mary Asfendis,
the former Roosevelt principal, was
appointed in June by the board as the
new WHS principal.

Mr. Brunson’s salary as approved
by the board will be $112,000. Mr.
Gechtman will be paid $135,000, with
Ms. Asfendis’ salary set at $164,000.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan, Ed.D., said Mr. Brunson
“comes with a long academic and
educational background,” mainly in

Piscataway as a teacher “for a num-
ber of years,” as well as dean of
students at Piscataway High School.

She said the search committee was
“very pleased” with Mr. Brunson’s
interviews, noting that they feel he
will be “a great match for Roosevelt.”
She said Mr. Brunson understands
that he will serve as a “role model as
well as an education leader.”

Board of Education President
Peggy Oster said she was “very ex-
cited” about the hiring of Mr. Brunson,
saying there were many applicants
for the position.

“So you (Mr. Brunson) must have
rose to the top of the group,” Ms. Oster
said. “Westfield is a great district and
we are very happy to have you.”

According to the press release, Mr.
Brunson has more than 20 years of
educational experience. As dean of
students for three years in Piscataway,
he “collaborated with counselors and
teachers to assess student needs, de-
veloped classroom management pro-
grams, worked with parents to create
positive outcomes for student-spe-
cific issues, and established special-
ized learning and organizational plans
to aid student growth.”

Prior to that, Mr. Brunson taught
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Kehler Stadium Track
To Be Laid This Week

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At a special board
of education meeting Thursday morn-
ing, Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan said work is nearly complete
on renovations to Kehler Stadium, a
$3.2-million project.

“We are just about done,” she said,
noting the track will be laid this week,
a month after the asphalt was poured.
She said the track will not be able to
be used for two weeks after it is
installed.

Ms. Sullivan said the Kehler bath-
room renovations “are almost fin-
ished.”

“We should be completely 100 per-
cent done by the first (Westfield High
School) football game,” she said.

She said WHS TV Studio improve-
ments are “well underway,” although
the work is not expected to be com-
pleted until “sometime in October.”

Replacement of most of the inte-
rior doors at Westfield High School
and Edison and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate Schools, as well as installation of
security gates at the three schools is
“also well underway.”

Other summer work includes bath-
room renovations at the high school
and middle schools as well as im-
provements to the lobbies of the
middle schools. The work was bud-
geted at $1.1 million.

“That work is coming along great.
The bathrooms are amazing in those
schools. They are almost done as
well,” as are the lobbies, Ms. Sullivan
said, noting that work should be com-
pleted by the opening of schools.

The gymnasium floor and subfloor
at McKinley Elementary School has
been removed after moisture was dis-
covered. She said the floor is being
ordered, but installation will not be
completed by the opening of schools
as the project was unexpected and,

thus, installers were not lined up to do
the work.

“We are hoping to get it done as
quickly as possible,” Ms. Sullivan
said. She said, “a large part of the cost
will be covered by the insurance com-
panies.” She hopes the floor can be
installed sometime in October.

In other business, the board ap-
proved several gifts to the district
from the Westfield Coalition for the
Arts. A total of $1,763.49 will be used
to purchase instrumental folders for
Edison Intermediate School band and
orchestra students; $405 for a profes-
sional development course at the
Madison Mud Ceramic Studio for
Helen Frees, an art teacher at Edison
Intermediate School; $285 for a pro-
fessional development course at the
Montclair Museum for Michelle
Suchy, an art teacher at Roosevelt
Intermediate School; $798 to pur-
chase a new Wenger strings bass rack
at Jefferson Elementary School, and
$288.95 to purchase tackles art dis-
play boards.

In addition, the board voted to ac-
cept a gift of $1,767 given to the
district by the Tamaques Elementary
School PTO to purchase chairs for
the first grade.

Board member Robert Garrison
asked about school crossing guards,
given the changes announced by the
town.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said at last week’s town council meet-
ing that the town has changed to an
outside firm, All City Management
Services, for a one-year contract at a
cost of $609,496. The contract was
effective July 1, 2019, and ends on
June 30, 2020. Crossing guards had
previously been hired by the Westfield
Police Department.

Ms. Sullivan said existing crossing
guards were all offered new positions

Subscription Rates
Effective Sept. 1

New subscription rates will
go into effect Sunday, Septem-
ber 1, 2019. As with our current
subscription rates, savings are
available by renewing your sub-
scription for two or three years
at a time.

The new rates, for both the
print and online versions of the
newspaper, are as follows: $44
for one year; $84 for two years;
and $122 for three years.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PAST GRAND MARSHALS...Past Cranford Memorial Day Parade Grand
Marshals are recognized at Thursday’s Appreciation Awards Ceremony at the
Cranford VFW Post 335.

A WESTFIELD BEAUTY...The Garden Club of Westfield has selected the
elegant 1898 residence of John and Beth Dencker and their two children at 329
Mountain Avenue as its August Garden of the Month. Stately trees and a pair of
luminous white hydrangeas ringed with brilliant begonias grace the property. A
path of clipped boxwood greets the visitor. White pine, holly, ivy, pachysandra and
hanging baskets of ferns add horticultural interest.

Westfield Zoning Board
OK’s Three Applications

By JILL BURKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Adjustment met August 12
at the municipal building, where it
approved three applications.

The first application heard by the
board was from Robert Nash of 1915
Grandview Avenue, who has been a
Westfield resident for 27 years. Mr.
Nash wants to build two dormers on
the roof of his house to enlarge his
attic in order to increase his storage
space. He requested a variance to
the ordinance that allows a maxi-
mum story height of two and a half

stories. Proposed in his application
was three stories. Given that the
only access to his attic is by pull-
down stairs, and the enlargement of
the attic is to allow space to stand
up, it was clear to the board that the
additional space would not end up
being used for something like an
additional apartment space. The
application was approved.

Next on the agenda was Garrick
and Ann Stavrovich of 314 Edgewood
Avenue and their architect, Andrea
Carminio. They moved into their
house at the end of 2008 and have
three children, their oldest being their
13-year-old daughter, and have out-
grown the space. Mr. and Mrs.
Stavrovich looked into moving to
other properties in the area, but ulti-
mately decided that they love their
house and their neighbors.

The applicants sought approval
to construct a dormer addition to
provide an additional bedroom and
bathroom. The town’s ordinance
allows a maximum floor area ratio
of 37 percent, a minimum rear-yard
setback of 35 feet, and a maximum CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

story height of two and a half sto-
ries. Proposed is a floor area ratio
of 46.6 percent, a 34.4-foot set-
back, and four stories.

The couple’s neighbor, Richard
Redice, testified before the board
in support of Mr. and Mrs.
Stavrovich and said he believed if
their application was approved there
would be no negative impact on his
property or theirs.

Although numbers listed in the ap-
plication varied greatly from what the
ordinance allows, given that the pro-
posed changes would not be particu-
larly visible from the street, the board
voted to accept the application.

The last application heard by the
board came from Curt Cimei and
Leslie Bridgman of 414 Hillside
Avenue. Board member Carla
Bonacci recused herself from hear-
ing the appeal due to a personal
connection to the application.

Mr. Cimei was born and raised in
Westfield and, after leaving, he and
his wife moved back to town in
2011. Since the house was built in

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON SCHEDULE...Upgrades to Kehler Stadium in Westfield are coming along with the new entrance gate shown above. New
turf has been installed and the track was being laid this week. The $2.8-million project is expected to be completed in time
for the Westfield High School Blue Devils’ first home game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW BLEACHERS...Upgrades to Kehler Stadium in Westfield include new
visitors’ section bleachers. The project is expected to be completed in time for the
Westfield High School Blue Devils’ first home game.

SPORTS -- Charlie Brown’s/Darby Road Championship; St. Anthony/St.
Michael First-Round Playoff.
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New Police Chief Sworn
In For Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli swore Lieutenant Jo-
seph Gianuzzi in as police chief at
Tuesday’s borough council meeting.

Lt. Gianuzzi, who joined the de-
partment in 1992, received a standing
ovation from residents and council
members in attendance. The mayor
praised Chief Gianuzzi for his leader-
ship and commitment to the residents
of Mountainside.

It has been a difficult year for the
Mountainside Police Department. In
May 2018, salacious allegations in an
employment lawsuit filed by five po-
lice department officers and a civil-
ian employee received nationwide
media coverage. The suit alleged ha-
rassment, discrimination and inap-
propriate conduct by longtime police
officers, including former Police
Chief Allan Attansio, Lt. Thomas
Murphy and Detective Sergeant An-
drew Huber, all of whom subsequently
resigned from the department. The

suit is pending in state Superior Court
in Elizabeth.

Council members unanimously
voted to approve several capital ex-
penditures including a major upgrade
to the borough’s computer infrastruc-
ture, which involves the purchase of
new computers, routers and servers
as the existing operating system is no


