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Arts and Entertainment -- The
Addams Collection of Ron
MacCloskey; Charles Addams Lo-
cations in Westfield; artist Ricardo
Roig’s Addams-Themed Sketches;
upcoming AddamsFest events.

Community -- Mayor Brindle’s
opening remarks, Westfield Council
August 13 meeting.

Sports -- JoeMax Shocks Deegan
Roofing, 24-21; Sofa Kings Crush
Five Guys, 27-14.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT WORK CONTINUES... A loader dumps debris into a dump truck to be taken away  on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains
last week. A section of the roadway was closed from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. for milling, paving and striping.
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Joan Mast

Joan Mast Is Appointed
New SP-F Superintendent

SCOTCH PLAINS — Joan Mast,
Ed.D., has been appointed superin-
tendent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) Public Schools effective Au-
gust 1, 2019. She replaces Margaret
Hayes, Ed.D., who has retired.

Her tenure in the SP-F school dis-
trict began in 2001 when she was
named the district mathematics su-
pervisor. In 2010 she became assis-
tant superintendent overseeing the
district curriculum supervisors, the
technology department and the pro-
fessional development programs.

With a lifelong commitment to edu-
cation, Superintendent Mast received
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Math-
ematics Education from Georgian
Court University and went on to teach
high-school mathematics and com-
puter science at Mount Saint Mary
Academy and Rumson-Fair Haven
Regional High School. She has served
as a teacher and curriculum supervi-
sor for both the Millburn and Mount
Olive Township Public Schools.

Superintendent Mast earned both
her Master of Arts and Doctorate in
Mathematics Education from Teach-

ers College, Columbia University. She
subsequently earned a principal’s cer-
tificate and school administrator li-
cense through the NJEXCEL Accel-
erated School Leader Certification
Program.

“Dr. Mast believes that public
schools are essential in the lives of
students to ensure they have access to
quality education,” according to a
press release from the board of edu-

Kane, Gelband Discuss
Campaign For  Freeholder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: All state and county
candidates were sent emails from this
newspaper earlier this month invit-
ing them in for interviews to discuss
campaign issues.

COUNTY — The Two Republi-
cans running this year for Union
County freeholder say more transpar-
ency is needed in county government
that has been under total Democratic
control for over 20 years.

Peter Kane of Summit, who is em-
ployed as president of Marist High
School in Bayonne, a private Catho-
lic school, said he believes he is the
first candidate for county government
to call for the elimination of county
government as the best way to lower
property taxes.

“I don’t think there is a single ser-
vice that anybody that I have spoken
with around the county can name that
is distinct and that is provided by the
county that they think is a huge worth-
while venture,” Mr. Kane said, noting
these services could be “provided
with as well or better and cheaper
either by the state or the municipali-
ties.”

“If we are serious about lowering
property taxes in the state and we are
serious about shared services and
consolidation, this is the best way to
get that done,” Mr. Kane said.

Mr. Gelband, an attorney from
Mountainside, while not agreeing with
Mr. Kane on the elimination of county
government, as that would have to be
done by the state Legislature, said,
“county government should be mini-
mized.”

“I’m not here to point fingers at
anyone; I just want to listen to more of
the population, including the Inde-
pendents, the disenfranchised Demo-
crats and the Republicans,” Mr.
Gelband said. “I want everyone to

have an ear and a voice.”
“When you have all of the decision

making in the hands of basically one,
it raises questions,” Mr. Gelband said.
“I’d like to look and see where we can
be more efficient.”

“There is a lot of fat in county
government. I think there is a lot of
money that could be saved and hope-
fully (used to) reduce the property
taxes of our constituents with the sav-
ings of trimming the fat,” Mr. Gelband
said.

Mr. Kane said he also favors merg-
ing the Union County Police Depart-
ment into the sheriff’s office, noting
that Union County is the only one of
New Jersey’s 21 counties that has
both county police and a sheriff’s
office, the latter of which is required
by the state Constitution.

“All the other counties have either
merged their prior county police into
the sheriff’s office or eliminated it
completely. We also have a park po-
lice,” he said. “My feeling is there is
a clear redundancy there. What are
the distinct things that a county police
force is doing that couldn’t be done
just as well by a local police force?”

“When you have a county that is
controlled by one party, I believe that
is bad for government, whether it’s
my party or the other party,” Mr.
Kane said. “A 9-0 Democrat majority
for the last 24 years is bad for the
voters.”

Mr. Gelband said he knows a lot of
people from Democrat areas of the
county “are not really happy” as “they
really don’t have much say in the
matter.

“There really needs to be more
representation. Diversity of opinion
is healthy,” Mr. Gelband said.

Mr. Kane said with over 563,000
county residents and a half-billion-
dollar budget, the county budget av-
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Jeff Gruman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN SEASON...Union County Republican Freeholder candidates Peter
Kane of Summit, pictured left, and Glenn Gelband of Mountainside sat down with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on Friday to discuss county issues relevant to
their campaign.

Rec. Commission Backs Soccer
Event, Announces New Programs

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The recre-
ation commission on Monday gave its
endorsement to a request by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association to
hold an expanded, 24-hour soccer tour-
nament in October.

The round-the-clock event at the
south-side soccer field, which will start
at 7 p.m. on Friday, October 4, and run
until 7 p.m. on Saturday, October 5,
helps raise money for the association’s
scholarship fund. The group is seeking
to add food trucks and music to this
year’s event, and Recreation Commis-

sion Chairman Michael Walsh said the
association would need to abide by
various township ordinances govern-
ing food trucks and noise. The town-
ship council also will need to sign off on
the event at its meeting in September.

In other business, Township Recre-
ation Director DJ Salvante briefed the
commission on the just-completed sum-
mer camp program, calling it a “nice
year” and noting that camp did not have
to be canceled on any day due to the
weather. The gymnasium and multi-pur-
pose room at McGinn Elementary School
were utilized on days when the weather
was threatening at the camp’s base at
Brookside Park, although he admitted to
a drop-off in attendance on those days
when the school was being used.

He said recreation personnel will
look to improve the summer camp pro-
gram, both in terms of finding addi-
tional space at schools and adding more
programming. He said that potential
safety issues had arisen on rainy days
when all campers were forced to stay
inside the two rooms at McGinn with-
out any opportunity to go outdoors. Mr.
Salvante also mentioned the possibility

of using Kramer Manor Park for certain
activities.

The recreation department is intro-
ducing two new programs this fall at
Brookside Park. One is a Friday after-
noon street hockey instructional pro-
gram and the other is a Saturday morn-
ing pickleball court that will be set up at
the park’s basketball court. Pickleball
is a two-to-four-player paddleball game
combining elements of tennis, badmin-
ton and table tennis. The outlines of the
playing surface will be temporarily spray
painted on the court and a net also will
be provided.

Mr. Salvante said he thinks the de-
mand for playing time will be so great
that it will lead to a more permanent
spot for a court, mentioning Green For-
est Park as one possible location. Mr.
Walsh, the commission chairman,
agreed, adding that his own long-term
vision for that park includes eliminat-
ing the tennis courts adjacent to the
church parking lot and developing some
type of multi-purpose facility at the
park.

He said any future recreational fa-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OVERNIGHT ROAD WORK...A construction worker breaks up the old pave-
ment on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains last week. A section of the roadway was
closed from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. for milling, paving and striping.
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Council Endorses Second Applicant
For Marijuana Dispensary

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Despite
neighborhood opposition, the town-
ship council on Tuesday unanimously
endorsed a second application to state
authorities by a group seeking to open
a medical marijuana dispensary.

Stem Holdings, Inc., a publicly-
traded company that presently man-
ages and owns several dozen similar
dispensaries in the United States, is
applying for the license as New Jer-
sey seeks to expand the number of
licensed dispensaries and the types of
illnesses covered by medical mari-
juana. The business needed the coun-
cil to endorse its application to the
state Department of Health. Last

month, the council endorsed an ap-
plication for a license by the Chillin’
Out coffee and smoke shop on east-
bound Route 22.

According to Sean Flannery, a lo-
cal restaurant owner and partner with
Stem Holdings who spoke at the
council’s meeting this week, Stem
Holdings would develop the property
at 2600 Route 22, now the site of a
shuttered garden center adjacent to
Mountain Avenue. He said the goal of
the proposed 4,000-square-foot fa-
cility, which would have doctors and
nurses on the premises, is to “help the
patients of New Jersey.”

Last month, during the discussion
of the Chillin’ Out application, coun-
cil members discussed the idea, with

Mayor Alexander Smith expressing
his support, saying it would help those
suffering from cancer, anxiety, chronic
pain and post-traumatic stress disor-
ders. There currently are six dispen-
saries in the state serving some 40,000
patients, with the closest facilities
located in Elizabeth and Woodbridge.

A number of residents living nearby
the property attended Tuesday’s meet-
ing. John Lama, a Rolling Knolls
Road resident speaking on behalf of
the group, told the council that the
neighborhood was “not at all com-
fortable” with having a dispensary so
close to their homes. Later, a Moun-
tain Avenue resident said she opposed
such a facility abutting a residential
neighborhood, warning that it would
lower property values. While express-
ing her support for medical mari-
juana, she said there were other areas
in town more appropriate for a dis-
pensary.

Mayor Smith said he did not see the
facility “being out of sorts with the
area,” and reminded residents that if
a license is ultimately granted to Stem
Holdings, the company would still
need to go through the normal pro-
cesses to get approval from land-use
boards, which would hold hearings
and allow residents to express their
views. The mayor also said he hoped
for a solution that would not impact
home values in the neighborhood.

At the start of the meeting, the
council honored high-school athletes
who excelled in spring sports such as
baseball, volleyball and golf. Two
retiring police department officers —
Sgt. James Scannell and Det. Chris-
topher Aversa — were saluted by the
governing body and their department
colleagues. Additionally, the depart-
ment announced the promotions of
Michael Tardi to lieutenant and Jo-
seph Citarella to sergeant. The fire
department also welcomed its two
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWEET SOUNDS OF JAZZ...RGM Project performs last Tuesday on Quimby
Street as part of the Sweet Sounds Downtown Music Festival sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation. The festival continues Tuesday nights through
the end of August.


