
Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 60th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 17-2019 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, April 25, 2019

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 8
Police ............ 18
Community ... 6-8, 18
Obituary ........ 7

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-18
Real Estate .... 11-19
Classifieds ..... 16
A&E .............. 19-20

Westfield West
600 North Avenue West

Westfield, NJ 07090
 908.233.0065 

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing 
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

Congratulations to the Top Teams for the Month of March!

The 
Walker Team
Top Sales and Overall Top Team
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Deborah 
Citarella Team 
Top Listings
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MEETING OF MAYORS...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, left, Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, right, and Fanwood Councilman Anthony Carter attend last
Wednesday’s Gateway Regional Chamber of Commerce Mayors’ Dinner.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS RECYCLES...Scotch Plains Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Deputy Township Manager Margaret
Heisey, Township Manager Al Mirabella and Public Works Director and Recycling Coordinator Frank DiNizo pitch in last
Thursday to properly dispose of plastic, prior to a screening of The Clean Bin Project at the Scotch Plains Public Library.

Scotch Plains Planning Bd. Fails
To OK Raritan Rd. Subdivision
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday failed to approve
an application seeking to subdivide a
Raritan Road property and build two
new houses.

The board’s 4-to-4 vote came after
a hearing that extended to nearly two-
and-a-half hours and featured neigh-
borhood residents expressing con-
cerns that the proposed subdivision
at 890 Raritan Road would result in
two lots far smaller than most proper-
ties in the area, have potentially ad-
verse effects on traffic at the corner of
Raritan Road and Frank Street and
increase the risk of flooding.

Bulldog Builders LLC sought to
subdivide the 21,702-square-foot

property into two nonconforming lots
— one measuring 11,336 square feet
in size and the other, 10,365 square
feet, in a zone where the minimum lot
size is 13,500 square feet. The two
proposed houses would face Raritan
Road, although the driveway serving
the house at the corner of Raritan
Road and Frank Street would be ac-
cessed from Frank Street. Architect
Roger Winkle showed the board
sketches of what the two houses could
look like, with each dwelling being
about 3,400 square feet in size. The
lot coverage of both houses would be
less than the 20 percent maximum
allowed.

A dozen neighbors from Raritan
Road and Frank Street attended
Monday’s hearing, and several spoke

to the board about their concerns.
Alan Schnurman, a Frank Street resi-
dent, pointed to the risk of additional
traffic from a new house that could
have multiple cars in its driveway.
Saying that rush hour in the area is
already “horrendous,” he told the
board that children waiting at a school
bus stop at the intersection could be
at risk from the added traffic. Board
member Mike Weber noted that the
police department had issued a
memorandum finding no traffic is-
sues in the area.

Michele Giacobbe, also from Frank
Street, raised concerns about what she
felt would be two houses “jammed”
onto the newly-created lots and said
the development could take away from
the “beauty” of the neighborhood. She
said the property “warrants one house;
it doesn’t warrant two houses.” Plan-
ner James Watson, though, pointed
out that the two proposed houses met
all setback requirements. Ken
Giacobbe noted that the two new lots
would be significantly smaller than
others in the neighborhood.

A Raritan Road homeowner living
next to the property in question raised
concerns about possible flooding onto
his property, while a Frank Street
resident worried that if the board ap-
proved the application, it could be
precedent-setting and lead to other
properties being split, resulting in
even more houses being built.

Planning Board Chairman Joseph
Doyle said precedent is not some-
thing the board takes into account
when considering applications. In
explaining his vote to approve the
Bulldog Builders’ application, he said
the subdivision, “is going to benefit
the neighborhood” and is “not going
to have a significant impact nega-
tively.” He was joined in voting to
back the application by Mayor
Alexander Smith, Zoning Officer
Robert LaCosta and Jim Checchio.
Mr. Weber said the two proposed lots
were “not consistent” with and “sig-
nificantly smaller” than others in the
area as he voted against the applica-
tion, joined by Rich Fortunato, Carla
Kelly and Sonali Dalvi.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOMETHING’S WATCHING YOU...Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted Conley,
pictured right, and parking enforcement officer Kyle McCarthy, stand with the
department’s recently-purchased electric patrol car that keeps an eye on township
parking lots and nearby streets for parking scofflaws.

RVSA Likely to Drop Suit
Opposing 2-Percent Cap

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) is
likely to drop its lawsuit, the result
of a new law limiting which gas
burner contract is nearing its end.

Prior to the March meeting, Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy has signed Sen-
ate Bill 1073 into law. The
Authority’s counsel, Dennis Estis,
said the new law probably makes
the RVSA versus New Jersey, et al.
lawsuit moot. The new law pro-
vides that the state’s 2-percent cap
applies only to counties with popu-
lations in excess of 600,000 and
population densities over 10,000
per square mile. Union, Middlesex
and Somerset Counties, the homes
of RVSA and the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA), do not fall into these cat-
egories.

Mr. Estis said his understanding
was that the original law was in-
tended to apply to Hudson County,
but by his analysis, the new law also
eliminates Hudson County from the
cap, so the new law seems inexpli-
cable.

The Authority has communicated
with the state’s deputy attorney gen-
eral to confirm their understanding
and is awaiting a response before
dropping the lawsuit.

In other business, prior to the
March RVSA meeting, excess flow
hearings were held for Clark and
Rahway. Clark’s hearing concluded
with an explanation that RVSA nor-

mally permits municipalities to,
rather than pay penalties directly to
RVSA, instead use them in efforts
to reduce inflows and infiltration. If
well chosen, this benefits the Au-
thority by reducing future excess
flow situations and the town by re-
ducing future penalties.

Rahway made a presentation
showing expenditures over the last
several years of over a million dol-
lars to reduce inflows and infiltra-
tion. It also was mentioned that
Rahway had previously had a com-
bined sewer system and that the city
occasionally discovers some place
where a storm water inlet is still
connected to the sanitary system.

Hearings for Springfield’s excess
flows are expected to be held prior
to May’s general meeting.

Emergency work was approved
to protect a siphon in Rahway River
Park. The site is across the railroad
tracks from the Merck plant.

The March meeting featured the
second reading and unanimous ap-
proval of an amendment to RVSA’s
by-laws. The amendments are now
part of the by-laws. The changes, as
previously briefly described, were
primarily minor or administrative
in nature.

At the April meeting it also was
revealed that the Authority would
receive some payments for parking
from an area business, while that
business is paving its parking area.

The next regular meeting of
RVSA’s board will be held on Thurs-
day, May 16, at 7:05 p.m.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPRING CLEANING...Sunny skies and temperatures in the 70s made Tuesday
afternoon a perfect time to get outside and wash some fire department vehicles.
The Scotch Plains Fire Department will mark its 150th anniversary in June.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Rec. Panel Considers Lease
Of Park, Kitchen to ABLE

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The recreation
commission held a lengthy discus-
sion Tuesday night about the orga-
nization Achieving Better Life Ex-
periences (ABLE) renting
LaGrande Park and the Forest Road
Park kitchen.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky said he recently met with
Joseph Spreitzer from ABLE, a day
program for special-needs adults
with a focus on life skills, social
skills, prevocational skills and com-
munity integration.

Mr. Spreitzer is interested in rent-
ing LaGrande Park and the Forest
Road Park kitchen Monday through
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., year
round. ABLE is Medicaid funded.

“The rent should cover mainte-
nance and repairs. We should charge
a daily rent, not a monthly one,” Mr.
Budiansky said.

After some discussion with com-

mission members, Mr. Budiansky
said, “A, do we want to do this, and
B, what do we want to charge?” The
commission decided to invite Mr.
Spreitzer to its next meeting.

In other business, Mr. Budiansky
said the restroom floors and stalls at
LaGrande Park are completed.

He said that the restrooms at For-
est Road Park will be completed
next week.

The recreation director also re-
ceived an update from Gary Olivia,
of CME Associates, in regard to the
Forest Road Park master plan. Mr.
Oliva said they received authoriza-
tion from the borough for site in-
vestigation services as required for
state Green Acres funding.

Mr. Oliva requested a schedule
for the field work from CME’s en-
vironmental staff. Mr. Oliva said he
will pass it along to Mr. Budiansky
when he receives the schedule.

The commission passed a motion

Mountainside Council Honors
Locals for Attaining Eagle Scout

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mayor Paul
Mirabelli presented a proclamation
Tuesday honoring Mountainside Boy
Scouts Domenico DeLuca and Jay
Post for attaining the rank of Eagle
Scout. Mayor Mirabelli said Scout-
ing is a movement that challenges,
inspires and guides young people
“toward high achievements.” He
noted that only 4 percent of all Boy
Scouts ever attain Eagle status —
the highest rank available in Boy
Scouting. Domenico and Jay are
members of Troop 177.

The young men were required to
complete Eagle community service
projects before receiving the presti-
gious rank, stated Mayor Mirabelli.

Domenico “made improvements and
cleaned up the Mountainside Fire
Department firehouse,” the mayor
said. Along with friends and volun-
teers, Domenico built shelving that
created space for equipment to be
neatly stored, replaced weight room
floor mats and repainted lines in the
parking bay, stated Mayor Mirabelli.

The repainted lines provide fire
trucks with “assistance while they
safely back into the firehouse,” stated
Mayor Mirabelli.

“Never give up; it’s definitely
worth it,” said Domenico, address-
ing his Boy Scout peers regarding
his journey to becoming an Eagle
Scout.

Jay constructed a “gaga pit” at
Deerfield School, stated Mayor
Mirabelli. “Gaga is a kinder and gen-
tler form of dodge ball,” the mayor
explained.

The new Eagle collaborated with
Mountainside Board of Education
members and the Deerfield custo-
dial staff to achieve his project goal,
stated Mayor Mirabelli. The project
was funded from a Watts Foundation
grant, the mayor stated.

“Jay is proud to use his passion
and love of sports to complete a
project that provides a fun physical
activity for the Mountainside chil-
dren,” said Mayor Mirabelli.

“Thank you to all those who helped CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

me achieve this. Thank you to those
who helped me become the person I
am today,” said Jay.

This Saturday, April 27, between
9 and 11 a.m., a “seedling pickup”
(free trees) will be offered to any
interested Mountainside residents,
stated Councilman Keith Turner.

“Seedlings planted today will cre-
ate forests for our future,” said Mr.
Turner.

The seedlings were donated as part
of the “New Jersey Tree Recovery
Campaign,” stated Mr. Turner. The
program helps communities replace
trees damaged or destroyed by
Superstorm Sandy, he noted.

However, residents who choose to
partake in the initiative do not have
to have been affected by Superstorm
Sandy or have lost a tree on their
property, stated Mr. Turner.

The seedlings will be available on
a “first-come, first-served basis,”
stated Mr. Turner, with instructions
on how to store, care for and plant
the seedlings.

“The instruction guide helps resi-
dents choose the right place on a
property to plant a tree while keep-
ing in mind the tree’s full-grown size
in the future,” said Mr. Turner.

The Tree Recovery Campaign goal
is to distribute 600,000 tree seed-
lings to New Jersey residents over


