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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

COUSTAN DRIVES IN WINNER, PANSINI SCORES 3 RUNS

Blue Devils Score Two in 7th;
Nip SPF Baseball Raiders, 5-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ice was finally broken when junior
Victor Coustan stepped to the plate
with the bases loaded and tapped a
slow infield grounder that brought
junior Christian Pancini (2-for-3, 3
runs) home in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning to give the Westfield High
School baseball team its first win of
the season with a 5-4 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Westfield
on April 11.

The 2-3 Raiders were clinging to a
4-3 lead entering the Westfield sev-
enth when senior left-handed hitter
Matt McIntyre got to right-handed
reliever Nick Merkel and looped a
leadoff single over first. McIntyre
stole second base then Pansini walked.
Senior Sean Flynn, who had been the
Blue Devils’ most productive hitter to
date, tapped a little grounder to third
that resulted in a throwing error and
McIntyre scoring from second to knot
the score. Junior Danny Kohler was
hit by a pitch to load the bases then
Coustan worked his magic.

“Yes! We broke the ice. I think it’s
something we needed. Once we get
this going I think it’s something to
look forward to in the future. We have
a lot of talent on this team. It was just
a matter of breaking the ice,” McIntyre
expressed.

“I was just looking to hit the ball
hard somewhere. I knew if I hit the
ball hard, we would score the run. I
knew Christian is fast coming from
third and I could trust him to get
home,” Coustan explained.

Senior Mike Catanzaro pitched the
first six innings for the Blue Devils
and yielded four runs but only two
were earned. Catanzaro allowed seven
hits but walked no one, while striking
out six batters.

“Today I didn’t throw my curveball
as much as I did last week but I threw
two seams a lot, a lot of changeups. I
just hit my spots, hit the corners a lot,
got kids off-balance just like last week.
So I am going to try to keep that
consistent throughout the whole sea-
son,” Catanzaro explained.

“No walks! He did a good job, kept
us off-balance. He got ahead with his
curveball. We didn’t make an adjust-
ment and jump on it,” Raider Head
Coach Joe Higgins expressed.

Villanova bound senior lefty Danny
Wilkinson started on the mound for the
Raiders and tossed four innings, strik-
ing out six, while allowing four hits,
walking two and hitting a batter. Two
of his strikeouts were at McIntyre’s
expense. Merkel pitched the final three
innings to McIntyre’s delight.

“Danny, I have played with him so
long. I play with him in the summer

all the time. I know what he does. He
is a fast-throwing lefty, so when it
comes time for a right-handed pitcher,
I know I have a little advantage there.
That’s when I feel I can do my dam-
age. And I came in with confidence,”
McIntyre said.

“As Matt said, we both played with
him this summer. I know Danny well.

He is a really good pitcher. We just
got to keep the score low, keep his
pitch count up like [Coach Bob]
Brewster said at the beginning of the
game. Look what happened! We got
the win,” Catanzaro expressed.

Due to an injury towards the end of
last season, Coach Higgins’ intention

MANFRA, HEIM BLAST HRS; GARDINER FANS EIGHT

Softball Cougars Overpower
A.L. Johnson Crusaders, 6-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore power and sophomore
pitching earned the Cranford High
School softball team a 6-1 victory
over the AL Johnson Crusaders in
Clark on April 10. Sophomore Ava
Manfra hammered a leadoff solo
homer over the leftfield fence in the
third inning, sophomore Morgan Heim
whacked leadoff a solo homer over
the centerfield fence in the seventh
inning and sophomore pitcher
Morrigan Gardiner limited the 2-3
Crusaders to only three hits and a pair
of walks, while striking out eight bat-
ters but she did keep them on their
toes with an occasional wild pitch
into the backstop screen.

As to her control, Gardiner com-
mented, “It’s gotten a lot better over
the years. I’ve worked a lot over the
winter.”

In her four plate appearances,
Gardiner, a left-handed batter, poked
two singles and a double and did tap
a blooper into to shallow centerfield
that resulted in a force out because the
base runner heading from first to sec-
ond was unsure if the ball was going
to be caught. Gardiner’s double was a
classic hit-the-other-way double down
the leftfield line.

“When I hit, I just try to make
contact. I don’t try to get a home run
or anything. Just try to get a single
every time,” Gardiner explained.

Freshman Sam Brunton also got
into the action with her “metal stick”
punching a pair of singles and scoring
a run. Senior Bridget Dineen slashed
a two-run single in the seventh and
was also responsible for the 4-1 Cou-
gars’ scoring once in the fourth inning
when her grounder to shortstop was
mishandled.

After Crusader pitcher Nicole
Pecoraro held the Cougars scoreless
in the first inning thanks to a fine
running grab by centerfielder Lauren
Kelly off Erin Schwerdtfeger’s lined
shot, Gardiner struck out the side.
Then Kelly’s second fine catch, this
time of Emma Ingraham’s liner, helped
keep the Cougars quiet.

In fact, both teams were silent until
Manfra jumped on Pecoraro’s first
pitch and sent it over the leftfield
fence in the third.

“First strike I always try to swing.
When I hit it, it felt so good off the bat.
I knew it was going out there. It flew
off the bat,” Manfra described.

Liz McCaffery followed with a
chopping single past short and stole
second base but Pecoraro managed to
retire the next three batters.

In the Cranford fourth, Brunton

CR’s PLICK, MURPHY, SHRINER, WF’s FLYNN BIG HITS

Cougars’ Booming Bats Down
Struggling Blue Devil Nine, 9-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Extra base hits accounted for six of
the Cranford High School baseball
team’s runs in the 9-5 victory over the
Westfield Blue Devils at Memorial
Field in Cranford on April 9. The 4-0
Cougars, who shut out Union and AL
Johnson, and edged Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 6-5, put together nine hits,
which included a bases-loaded double
by Aidan Plick, a bases-loaded triple
by Mike Murphy and a 3-for-4 with a
double and three runs scored perfor-
mance from leadoff hitter Jamie
Shriner.

The 0-4 Blue Devils, who have

been struggling all season offensively,
could muster only four hits and three
came off the bat of Sean Flynn, who
was also hit by a pitch and scored
three runs. Flynn has hit safely in all
three of his previous games.

“My dad actually was a catcher at
Notre Dame and I’m always down in
the cage with him. We are working
hard. When here, I get my mind ready
and play hard,” Flynn said.

Pitcher Mike Carlone had the other
Blue Devil hit, an RBI single in the
fourth inning to go with his RBI
groundout in the second. His grounder
that caused an error also accounted for
another Blue Devil run in the sixth.

“I haven’t really hit that much this
year but he was throwing me a lot of
fastballs. He was throwing them over
the middle. I was just on them. I
haven’t swung at a pitch that hasn’t
been two strikes,” Carlone said.

On the mound, Carlone had a feast
or famine afternoon. After the Cou-
gars tagged him for four runs in the
first, he retired 10 of the next 11
batters, which included six straight
strikeouts.

Shriner led off the first with an
infield single and Marcus Johnson
followed with a single. Tyler Szczech
rapped a hit-and-run RBI single to
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Cranford Boosters Set
‘Wiffle Ball’ Tourney
The Cranford High School

Booster Club will be hosting its
Second Annual Wiffle Ball Tourna-
ment on Sunday, May 19, at 11 a.m.
at Orange Avenue School. Teams
will be comprised of three to five
players. Cost per team is $150. Spon-
sorship opportunities are available.
For more information contact Karyn
Delmour at dermour68@gmail.com
or register online at
chs.cranfordschools.org/athletics/
boosterdonations.shtml.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING CONTROL...Raider laxer Hailey Kinard, right, gets control of the
ball in the game against Newark Academy on April 12 in Scotch Plains. See
account of game on page 12 See more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING THIRD BASE...Blue Devil Chris Pancini steals third base in the third inning as Raider third baseman Tyler Stines
reaches to catch the ball. The Blue Devils scored twice in the bottom of the seventh inning to sting the Raiders, 5-4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING SECOND BASE...Cougar Elizabeth McCaffery steals second base as Crusader shortstop Victoria Zatko goes for
the throw in the third inning in Clark on April 10. The Cougars banged a pair of home runs to beat ALJ, 6-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING HOME TO SCORE...Cougar Mike Murphy scores on Aidan Plick’s bases-loaded double in the first inning against
the Blue Devils. Murphy added a bases-loaded triple in the sixth inning. The Cougars beat Westfield, 9-5, in Cranford.
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Baseball Cougars Top GL, 7-4
Story in April 25 Edition


