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Jeffrey R. Wampler, 76, Devoted
Husband, Father and Grandfather

Jeffrey Randolph Wampler, 76, of
Richmond, Virginia, passed away
peacefully, surrounded by his loved
ones, on Wednesday, April 10, 2019.

Jeff is survived by his wife, Renee
Bullano; sister, Gretchen Welch; son,
Paul Wampler; daughters,
Anne (Holt) Morrison and
Mary (Jerry) Browning;
and stepdaughters,
Nicole, Natalie and Ali
Bullano. There was a lot
of love in his life, but no-
where was this more evi-
dent than between
Granddad and his eight
grandchildren.

Born in Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, he was the son of
the late Rollin H. and
Ruth L. Wampler. He at-
tended Harrisonburg
(Virginia) High School
and graduated Davidson College in
1964. His calling was to the ministry,
and he received both his Ph.D. and
Master of Divinity from Princeton
Theological Seminary.

Jeff completed post-graduate stud-
ies at New College, University of
Edinburgh, Scotland. It was there he
found his beloved green Austin-Healy
Sprite, which was to become a fixture
on the roads of Concord, North Caro-
lina. He did not hesitate to remind his
son, Paul, about the time Paul unsuc-
cessfully tried to pull it into the ga-
rage at age 5.

Jeff began his service as assistant
pastor at the Bethesda (Maryland)
Presbyterian Church. In 1971, he be-
came the senior pastor of First Pres-
byterian Church in Concord, North
Carolina. In 1982, he was called as
senior pastor to The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, New Jersey. A
pastor’s job has many facets, each of
which Jeff embraced; however, any-
one who ever heard him preach would
agree that his sermons, both in the
depth and breadth of their content, as
well as the clear, baritone delivery of
his messages, are among the greatest
of his lasting legacies.

In 1987, after 19 years in the pulpit,
he retired from the ministry to begin
his second career as a director of
capital campaigns for various non-
profit organizations. He had a pas-
sion for fundraising, and the gift of
relating to various kinds of people.
Fundraising offered him the opportu-
nity to continue using this gift, as well
as many others, to touch numerous
diverse people around the country.

One of Jeff’s passions was golf. Al-

though his regular foursomes changed
over the years, he had a special place in
his heart for everyone with whom he
regularly played. He especially enjoyed
playing with his children and grand-
children, and planned his annual trips to

play golf with each of them
well in advance.

From an early age, Jeff’s
parents instilled in him a
love of travel, which Jeff,
in turn, instilled in his chil-
dren. After many years
staying close to home, he
began to travel again with
his wife, Renee, and
Renee’s siblings. He cher-
ished these trips and
memories, permanently
captured in his beautiful
photographs, a talent
passed down from his fa-
ther to him.

Unceasingly curious about the
world in which he lived, Jeff’s de-
sire to learn was a constant through-
out his life. He read voraciously in
the areas of history, particularly the
Civil War and both World Wars,
biographies, cosmology and phys-
ics, with the occasional murder
mystery and compilation of Far Side
cartoons thrown in.

Jeff was devoted to his children
and their families, and his wife and
her family. He was a friend, confi-
dant, and cheerleader to everyone
who crossed his path. His engage-
ment on social media in his later
years gave him the opportunity to
reconnect with old friends and main-
tain a real-time presence in the lives
of his loved ones separated by geog-
raphy. In the words of one of Jeff’s
favorite figures, Winston Churchill,
“We make a living by what we get,
but we make a life by what we give.”
Jeff gave abundantly, and lived a
rich life as a result.

The family will have a private me-
morial service, and would like to ex-
tend a special thanks to the staff of the
Bon Secours Community Hospice
House for their care, kindness, com-
passion and support of Jeff and his
family during his final days.

In lieu of flowers, his family sug-
gests that gifts in his memory be
made to Davidson College (Box
7170, Davidson, N.C. 28035 or
www.davidson.edu/makeagift) or the
Bon Secours Community Hospice
House (1133 Old Bon Air Road,
Richmond, Virginia 23235 or
www.bsvaf.org/hospice-house-gift).
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Temple to Present Speakers
At Holocaust Remembrance
SCOTCH PLAINS — Congrega-

tion Beth Israel will commemorate
Holocaust Remembrance Day, known
as Yom HaShoah in Hebrew, on Sun-
day, April 28, at 5:30 p.m. The pro-
gram is free and open to the commu-
nity, and is appropriate for families.

The event will feature presenta-
tions by guest speakers Heather
Markowitz and Eva Vogel. Ms.
Markowitz, a past president of Con-
gregation Beth Israel, will share the
story behind the Czech Holocaust
Torah currently displayed in the
synagogue’s lobby. She will explain
how this sacred scroll was rescued
from Czechoslovakia and eventu-
ally made it to safety in Scotch Plains,
and she will speak about the impor-
tance of keeping this story alive.

Ms. Vogel, from the Drew Uni-

versity Center for Holocaust/Geno-
cide Study, will describe her par-
ents’ experiences as prisoners in the
Auschwitz concentration camp, and
she will speak about their Jewish
life together after liberation. She
also will discuss her own life as the
child of Holocaust survivors.

The Yom HaShoah program is
jointly sponsored by the synagogue’s
Men’s Club as well as its Second/
Third Generation Holocaust Survi-
vors Group, which creates programs
to educate the public about the Ho-
locaust and to honor the memory of
those who suffered and perished.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch
Plains, at the corner of Martine Av-
enue. For more information, call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.

– Obituaries –
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LESSONS FROM BOX CITY...Last year’s Box City experience at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield proved successful, so it has been scheduled this year for
April 27 to 28. Participants will sleep in cardboard boxes on the lawn of the church
in support of homeless families who are being helped by the FISH Hospitality
Program that assists people in Union, Middlesex and Somerset Counties.

Box City to Again Be Held
At Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD — Residents of
Westfield and surrounding commu-
nities are invited to participate in Box
City, an overnight camping event that
will take place on the front lawn of
The Presbyterian Church (PCW) in
Westfield on Saturday and Sunday,
April 27 and 28.

The overnight event will raise aware-
ness about homelessness while raising
funds to help families in crisis. Partici-
pants in the weekend experience at
140 Mountain Avenue will bring and
design cardboard boxes to sleep in,
stand in line for a soup dinner, and
brave the elements to experience a
small part of what homeless adults and
entire families endure nightly.

Funds raised through this event will
be donated to the FISH Hospitality
Program, which provides homeless
families with interim shelter and pro-

fessional support services, so they
can ultimately achieve lasting inde-
pendence. PCW houses these fami-
lies through the FISH program four
times per year.

There is a variety of ways to assist
with the program. People can share
information about Box City with
friends, neighbors and community
groups, solicit a sponsorship from a
business or individual, and invite a
friend to camp out on the church
front lawn. Additionally, people of
all ages who can not stay overnight
may collect cardboard boxes for par-
ticipants to sleep in, or volunteer to
help set up the day of the event or
serve soup and bread to the Box City
participants.

To register or to find out more
about Box City 2019, visit
pcwboxcity.com.

Jeffrey R. Wampler

NAMI Program to Spotlight
Mental Illness and Gender

SCOTCH PLAINS — NAMI Union
County will present “Ask the Psychia-
trist,” featuring Dr. Roberta Dracxler-
Meaker, at its meeting on Tuesday,
April 23. Her talk will focus on mental
illness and gender differences. The
meeting will run from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
the RWJ Rahway Fitness & Wellness
Center, located at 2120 Lamberts Mill
Road, Scotch Plains.

This will be an opportunity for at-

tendees to learn more about how
mental illness presents differently in
males and females and to ask ques-
tions directly to Dr. Dracxler-Meaker.

Dr. Dracxler-Meaker is affiliated
with St. Barnabas Medical Center
and has a practice in Florham Park.
She is a multilingual communicator
in English, Spanish and Portuguese.

NAMI Union County is a local
affiliate of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness and exists to educate
and support caregivers of loved ones
with mental illness.

In addition to the public meeting,
NAMI Union County will hold an-
other “Conversation Among
Friends” group meeting for those
who have a mental health diagno-
sis. This group will meet in a sepa-
rate room and will be led by trained
peer facilitators. The event serves
as an opportunity for community
and sharing between peers.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628.

Marcella Maher Freisen, 67, Loving
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Marcella Freisen

Marcella Maher Freisen, 67, of
Mountainside, passed away peacefully,
surrounded by her family, on Sunday,
April 14, 2019. She was a longtime
resident of Westfield and
also Breezy Point, N.Y.
She courageously battled
cancer for over 25 years.

Born in Brooklyn,
N.Y., to the late Thomas
and Mary Maher, she was
predeceased by her sib-
lings, Mary Ellen Nix
(Robert) and Tom Maher
(Ann). Other siblings are
Barbara McConville
(Jack), Peter Maher
(Kathy) and Brigid Maher
(Olaf Bjorkman).

She thanks her loving
husband, Joe, for almost 45 years of
loving devotion. She will be missed by
her children, Ellen Nightingale (Mike)
of Ojai, Calif., Greg Freisen (Libby)
of Bernardsville and Chris Freisen
(Emily) of Winchester, Mass., and her
grandchildren, Evan, Jane, Charlie,
Will, Mae and Lucy. She is also sur-
vived by 26 nieces and nephews and
17 great-nieces and nephews.

Marcella attended St. Joseph Hill
Academy in Staten Island, and St.
Joseph’s College in Brooklyn. After a
brief career in teaching, she became a
bond trader for Kidder Peabody. She

decided to stay home with her chil-
dren, and was able to combine her
love of sewing into a thriving drapery
business called Window Treats, which

operated out of her base-
ment in Westfield for over
20 years. Her final work
years were in the Early
Intervention Department
at Children’s Specialized
Hospital.

Marcella was an active
volunteer at St. Helen’s
Church, where she taught
CCD, served on the Par-
ish Council, RCIA,
Stephen Ministry, Corner-
stone and faith sharing
groups. She was a mem-
ber of the Junior League

of Elizabeth-Plainfield, and partici-
pated in the Washington School Show
for 13 years. In her later years, her
time was well filled with her favorite
game, mahjongg.

Visitation was held at Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood, and a Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Contributions in her memory may be
sent to Helping Hands and Hearts,
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield,
N.J. 07090.
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John Stephen Madarasz III
Noted Cardiothoracic Surgeon

Prayers requested for the repose
of the soul of John Stephen
Madarasz III, father of Thomas
Madaras of Surrey Lane, Westfield,
who died of metastatic prostate can-
cer, spreading to the liver and
bones, on Tuesday, April
9, in Sanibel, Fla.

The son of John
Stephen Hanusovsky
Madarasz,  Jr.  and
Cecelia Walsh Higgins,
he was born in Bayonne
on August 15, 1931.

He was the grandson of
John Stephen Grenus
Madarasz and Leiza
Kopaszova Hanusovsky
and John Lawrence
Harrington Higgins and
Catherine McGuire Walsh.

His paternal heritage
was traced to Uzhhorod,
Ukraine.

John met Margaret Lorraine
Greene Langan on a Catholic
school trip to Rome and married
on the Feast of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in 1955 in South Orange.
Failed attempts at the Annulment
process allowed them to remain
married for over 64 years till death
did they part!

He was a graduate of Xavier High
School, Holy Cross College and
Cornell Medical School. He trained
closely under the renowned Monte
Lawrence, MD at University of
Iowa “Hawkeye” Hospital in Iowa
City, where Thomas, Margaret and
Elizabeth were born. He stated that
“Monte is the best surgeon he has
ever worked with, hands down.”
Dr. Lawrence is listed as one of the
top 100 African Americans. John
served the U.S. Army in San Juan,
where Michael was born, and fin-
ished training at Henry Ford Hos-
pital in Detroit, where Kathleen
entered. Stephen and John were

born in New York City.
Said to be the personal surgeon

to the “thug” families since he
would not sell out — “Hey doc, let
this one go.”

A magna cum laude Ivy League
trained medical doctor,
he was an ardent advo-
cate of contraception and
euthanasia, as was his
medical doctor father. As
he rode the slow pros-
tatic cancer train towards
his final exam, even with
the whistle blowing, he
never glanced back at
Our Lord.  Masses,
prayers, devotions and
fasting are begged for the
repose of his soul.

Preceded in death by
son Stephen on February
22, 1956, he is survived

by brother Lawrence Higgins
Madarasz. He was father to John
Stephen (Barbara Susan Delong —
Carolyn Marie, Claire Jannette, John
Stephen), Thomas Patrick
(Antionetta M. Ricci – Richard
Morgan, Ryan Patrick), Margaret
(Peter John Cook – Erin Marie,
Stewart Peter, York Christian Tyler),
Elizabeth Ann (David Alan Thomp-
son — Sarah, Allan Kerr), Michael
and Kathleen Regina (Ernest).

Relatives and friends were kindly
invited to attend the visitation at
August F. Schmidt Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 139 Westfield Avenue,
Elizabeth, on Sunday, April 14.

A service was held on Monday,
April 15, 2019, at St. James the
Apostle Church, 45 South Spring-
field Avenue, Springfield.

Full body interment took place at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia,
N.J. Single plot, single grave burial —
Block 11, Section B, Pier A, Grave 3.

All alone, by himself.
April 18, 2019

John Madarasz III

Betty C. Barnett, Lived In
Westfield For 63 Years

Bruce W. Ashforth, Jr., 58
Bruce William Ashforth, Jr., 58,

passed away at his home in Leesburg,
Fla., on Monday, February 4, 2019.
Bruce was raised in Westfield, N.J.,
and lived in Whitehouse Station, Brick
and Farmingdale, N.J., before mov-
ing to Florida in 2018.

Bruce worked at International Fla-
vors and Fragrances (IFF) in South
Brunswick, N.J., for more than 20
years before retiring due to a job-
related injury.

Surviving Bruce in New Jersey are
his daughters, Alexandra of Asbury

Park and Madison of Brick; his par-
ents, Bruce and Edna of Three
Bridges; his brothers, Brian of
Whitehouse Station and Barry of
Hillsborough, and his sister, Beth
Mahoney of Flemington.

A funeral service will be held at 2
p.m. on Sunday, April 28, at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 300
South Main Street, Pennington, N.J.
Immediately following the service, a
Joyful Celebration of Bruce’s Life will
be held in the Church’s Parish Hall.
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Henry Laessig IV, Army Veteran;
Active In Westfield Stamp Club

Henry Laessig IV of Westfield
died on Sunday, April 14, 2019, at
his home in Westfield. Mr. Laessig
and his family moved to Westfield
in 1959, and lived there until the
present. He was a graduate of
Drexel University in Philadelphia,
receiving a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration. He was a
member of the Drexel Chapter of
Alpha Pi Lambda.

Henry served for two years as a
lieutenant in the U.S. Army, having
been in the ROTC during his college
years. He was stationed at Fort
Benning, Ga., where his first son was
born.

For many years an active mem-
ber of the Westfield Stamp Club,
he served on the board as treasurer.
He was also treasurer of the North

Jersey Federated Stamp Clubs, Inc.
He earned two international and
numerous Gold Awards for his
philatelic exhibits.

He retired in 1996 from his posi-
tion with BEM environmental en-
gineers in Chatham, where he was
secretary-treasurer.

He is survived by his loving wife,
Marie H. Laessig, and two sons,
Henry and Andrew.

There will be no visitation. A
graveside prayer service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, April 23, 2019,
at Fairview Cemetery, 1100 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Arrangements are
by Gray Funeral Home in Westfield.

Donations in lieu of flowers may
be made in his memory to St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield.
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Betty C. Barnett of Westfield,
N.J., passed away peacefully on
Saturday, April 13, 2019. In the
last week of her life she was sur-
rounded at home by her children
and grandchildren.

Betty was born to Dr. Rudolph
Alfred Cobbs and Dr. Mabel Gross in
1927, in Brooklyn, N.Y. Betty gradu-
ated from Erasmus High and Mills
College, whereupon graduation she
worked as an early childhood educa-
tor at Flatbush Co-operative, and was
then one of the founders of the nurs-
ery school at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield, N.J. She also worked tire-
lessly in the family-owned business
until she retired.

In her life, Betty was an avid
bowling champion, a tennis player,
an enthusiastic softball coach for
her daughters, a transcriber of
books into Braille, and a pioneer
of juried craft shows in New Jer-
sey. She and her husband, Seymour,
were enthusiastic and intrepid trav-
elers over much of the world.

Betty was predeceased by her
beloved husband, Seymour Barnett
— they danced together for over
69 years. She and Seymour were
passionate about matters of the
family and bringing everyone to-
gether as often as possible. After
raising three children in the 60s
and 70s, she later fully embraced
becoming a grandmother and all
the adventures that awaited her.

Betty’s true essence rose to the
occasion with her children and
grandchildren around her at home.
She engaged with each one as they
came to see her, often telling lively
stories, bantering, with laughter and
tears, but perhaps more so enjoy-
ing being the reason that everyone
was together once again.

She always had a sense of pur-
pose and instilled upon her family
the importance of the arts; in par-
ticular, the theater and literature.
Surrounded by a family of sports
enthusiasts, she made sure to bal-
ance out each grandchild’s life with
theater, books and the best restau-
rants in town. Her devotion to fam-
ily lives on in each of us.

She was predeceased by her ador-
ing brother, Richard Cobbs, as well
as by her daughter-in-law, Siljoy
Barnett. She is survived by her
three children, Peter (Susan),
Nancy and Ruth (David); her six
grandchildren, Regina (Rob),
Adam (Tricia), Alana (Jon), Alexis
(Adam), Ariel (Robert) and Henry,
as well as her seven great-grand-
children.

As Betty wished, there will be a
small immediate family gathering
for her at a later time. She asked
that donations be made in her
memory to the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, NJ 07091.

April 18, 2019

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS

LCSW to Address DBSA
About Self-Care April 24

AREA — The Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA)
will feature at its Wednesday, April
24 monthly meeting Jill Brown, a
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
with a private practice in Caldwell.

Her presentation will be entitled
“Choosing You: How to prioritize
self-care for long-term stability.”
Ms. Brown will focus on wellness
strategies and optimizing emotional
health. Participants will have the

opportunity to ask about strategies
for their particular challenges.

These educational meetings of the
DBSA take place on a Wednesday
every month, at 7:45 p.m., using the
facilities of the Morristown Unitarian
Fellowship, 21 Normandy Heights
Road (about one block east of the
Morris Museum), in Morristown. The
public is invited to attend all meet-
ings; a nominal donation is requested
from non-members, when possible.

To learn more about the support
group and to view links to other
sources of helpful information, visit
h t t p : / / d b s a n e w j e r s e y . o r g /
morristownarea. For further local
information, call (973) 994-1143.

Johanna B. Rodriguez, 86, Beloved
Mother, Friend and Educator

Johanna B. Rodriguez, 86, of
Fanwood, N.J., passed away on Mon-
day, April 15, 2019, with her family by
her side. Born Johanna Marie
Buchholtz in 1932 in Bayonne, N.J.,
Johanna graduated from
Bayonne High School and
received a Bachelor of
Arts from Glassboro State
College and a Master of
Arts from Kean College.
She completed additional
post-graduate work at
Trenton State University.

She married José B.
Rodriguez, and they lived
together in Fanwood sur-
rounded by a close-knit
community of wonderful
neighbors for 60 years.
Johanna was predeceased
by her husband in 1998.
She is survived by two children, Lisa,
of Glen Gardner, N.J., and David, of
Englewood, N.J. She is also survived
by her devoted daughter-in-law, Pam
Wiest, and many loving family mem-
bers, friends and neighbors who filled
her life with joy and purpose. Espe-
cially close to her heart were the
young people who filled her life with
delight, Félix and Héctor Vaquero del
Pino, and Lily and Julia Eriksson.

Johanna’s children are enormously
grateful for the medical profession-
als, aides, family and friends who
joined together in their mother’s care
over the course of her illness.

Johanna was a passionate educator
and advocate for children who taught
special education and was a learning
consultant in Linden, Plainfield and
Roselle Park. She was later an adjunct
professor at Kean College. She served
for ten years on the New Jersey Child

Placement Review Board and was a
past president of both the N.J. Retir-
ees’ Education Association and the
New Jersey Association of Learning
Consultants. In addition, she served as

a trustee of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tional Enrichment Foun-
dation and was a volunteer
for over 15 years at Atlan-
tic Hospice.

Johanna loved music
and the arts, a trait she
passed along to both of
her children. She was an
enthusiastic traveler and
even visited China, ful-
filling a lifelong dream.
She will be greeted in
heaven by the rescued
dogs who were part of
her life for over 60 years

— all looking to sit on her lap at the
same time.

Services will be held on Saturday,
April 20, 2019, at 1 p.m., at Faith
Lutheran Church, 524 South Street,
New Providence, N.J. 07974
(www.famfaith.org), followed by a re-
past at the church. Her ashes will be
laid to rest in the church’s memorial
garden in a private ceremony. In lieu of
flowers, the family asks that donations
be made to the Faith Lutheran Church
Memorial Fund (using the address
above) or to Atlantic Home Care and
Hospice (465 South Street, Suite 100,
Morristown, N.J. 07960, or visit https:/
/overlookfoundation.org/online-dona-
tions/ and select Homecare and Hos-
pice from the list provided).

Arrangements are being handled
by the Vainieri Funeral Home in North
Bergen, N.J.
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Johanna B. Rodriguez

Tricky Tray Event
To Benefit ECF

CLARK — The Emmanuel Can-
cer Foundation will hold its fifth
annual Tricky Tray fundraiser on Sat-
urday, April 27, from 5:30 to 9:30
p.m. It will take place at Mother
Seton Regional High School, located
at 1 Valley Road, Clark. Proceeds
will benefit children with cancer.
Tickets will be sold at the door. To
reserve a seat, call Barbara at (908)
322-4323, extension no. 17.


