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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING PRINCIPAL NELSON...Some 3,000 members of the Westfield community attended last Wednesday’s
candlelight vigil in memory of Westfield High School Principal Derrick Nelson, who died April 7 of complications following
a bone marrow procedure at a Bergen County hospital.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NELSON FAMILY THANKS COMMUNITY...The family of Westfield High
School Principal Derrick Nelson, who died of complications following a bone
marrow procedure, speaks to the crowd at last Wednesday’s candlelight vigil held
outside the high school.
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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of March!

Sharon 
Steele
Top Sales and Overall Production

908.447.3579

Beth
Sullivan
Top Listings

908.447.3579

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HOPPIN’ DOWN THE BUNNY TRAIL...The Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield’s
Easter Egg Hunt last Saturday hosted the famous bunny and a costumed carrot,
played by Westfield High School Key Club Officers. In Mindowaskin Park, the
sun shines on the Rooney family of Westfield.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NEW PLAYGROUND...Kids enjoy their first day of spring break at the new
Mindowaskin Park playground.
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PSE&G Holds Info. Session on
High-Voltage Power Lines

By CHRISTINA HINKE and PAUL
PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Last Wednesday
evening at the cafeteria in Edison
Intermediate School, PSE&G held
an information session for Westfield
residents to discuss the 69kV high-
voltage line that is to run down South
Avenue in Westfield then lead through
Garwood and Cranford to a proposed
substation that would take up about
1.5 acres on a six-acre parcel of land
along the 30.5-acre lot at 750 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford owned by Hartz
Mountain.

PSE&G is currently negotiating to
buy land as it plans to eliminate the
older Clark substation, which is “land-

locked” making it difficult to rebuild
a new one there, Gino Leonardis of
PSE&G said. That station feeds elec-
tric to a “large percentage” of
Westfielders, Mr. Leonardis said.

The move to higher voltage lines is
a result of a higher demand for elec-
tric, Karen Johnson, a spokesperson
for PSE&G, said. She also said the
grid operator, PJM Interconnection
LLC, is mandating PSE&G to up-
grade the lines to 69kV. Westfield is
fed its electric through a multitude of
substations, with only one located in
town. The new route of high-voltage
lines would connect substations in
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Union, and
the proposed Cranford station.

The original route planned to ex-

tend through internal roadways in the
town was originally proposed because
it would have meant the difference in
the height of the poles would have
been less and would have been less
imposing on traffic when being built,
as those roads would be less con-
gested than South Avenue, said Bob
Felton, an engineer for PSE&G.

Councilman David Contract asked
about the difference in having lines
underground versus above ground.
Mr. Felton said the underground lines
costs seven time more to install and
takes 10 times longer to find a failed
line underground. When asked by
Councilman Contract about the New
Jersey Department of Heath’s 60-foot
setback standard, Mr. Felton said he
was not aware of such a standard.

The poles would be two to three
inches wider in diameter than the
poles servicing the lower voltage lines
currently on South Avenue in
Westfield, Don Gordon of PSE&G
said. The distance between poles
would remain the same, which is about
three to five feet between poles, he
said.

Residents had concerns of the health
effects on their children of the elec-
tromagnetic fields emitted from high-
voltage power lines. The lines would
be in front of day-care facilities and
other facilities geared towards chil-
dren, as well as residences close by.
They also had concerns of health ef-
fects from a wood treatment used in
the poles that is not found in the poles
for the lines currently along South
Avenue. A carcinogen, pentachlo-
rophenol, a.k.a. PCP or Penta, that is
dissolved with a diesel oil, which is
pressure treated into the poles, is used
in the poles that string the 69kV lines,
according to Mike Freeman, a chem-
ist, at the information session on be-
half of PSE&G.

Mr. Freeman cited EPA’s statement
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Garwood Discusses Photos
Displayed at Field House

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Councilman Rich-
ard McCormack last week asked
Mayor Sara Todisco and the borough
council to address the display of his-
toric photographs at the borough’s
sports and recreation complex field
house building. The Garwood His-
toric Society put together the photo
display, each of which was sponsored
by a donor to raise money benefiting
borough initiatives.

He said the recreation complex
purpose is to provide a safe environ-

ment for Garwood’s youth.
Mr. McCormack said the photo-

graphs presence should not inhibit
children from playing or “throwing
balls around” because the photograph
frames could shatter.

Board of education member Albert
Delconte said the photographs have not
been returned to their initial display
status at the field house building, saying
they have not been “put away neatly”
and were resting up “against the walls.”

 Mr. McCormack said his opinions
are not to minimize the photographs
historical importance or denigrate the
historic society’s intentions.

The councilman said the photo dis-
play would be better if it were placed
somewhere besides the field house
meeting room. Displaying the photos
elsewhere, he said, would not insult
the donors or the historic society’s
efforts. Subsequently, he said
Garwood’s youth would not be limited
when utilizing the recreation complex.

 Mayor Todisco said perhaps the
hallway within the field house, but
not a room with youth activity, would
best suit all parties involved. Mayor
Todisco said a finalized solution has
not been provided, but the matter will
be looked into.

 On Monday, April 29 and Tues-
day, May 7, a “town-hall style meet-
ing” will be held allowing public feed-
back discussing the possible Garwood
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Fire Department purchase of a ladder
truck, Mayor Todisco advised.

 “I’m really happy that we can all
work together as a governing body to
investigate the purchase, while hav-
ing the facts presented to the public,”
Mayor Todisco said.

Mayor Todisco said Garwood re-
ceived a $280,000 in New Jersey
Department of Transportation (DOT)
funding that covers “85 percent of
project costs” to repave Liberty Court,
Union Street, and Pine Avenue from
Center to West.”

 In addition, Union County awarded
Garwood with a $40,000 infrastruc-
ture grant that will be used to repair
“building cracks” to both Borough
Hall and the fire department building,
stated Mayor Todisco.

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said pothole repairs
were performed at the West Street
and South Avenue intersection as well
as on Maple Avenue, Brookside Place,
Spruce Avenue, and Fourth Avenue.

 “Two tons of hot mix asphalt was
used to perform the pothole repairs,”
Councilwoman Blumenstock said.

New residential parking restrictions
are now being enforced as a warning
phase on Spruce Avenue and Myrtle
Avenue, stated Councilman Michael
Ince. Proper signage detailing the re-
strictions has been installed by the

Cranford Introduces
Ordinance on Cell Towers

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee introduced an ordinance
April 9 amending installation of wire-
less service equipment in the public
right-of-way such as sidewalks and
telephone poles.

“This is an ordinance creating a
permitting process and standards be-
fore any 5G (towers), small cell wire-
less or personal wireless service
equipment can be installed in the pub-
lic right-of-way,” explained Town-
ship Attorney Ryan Cooper.

Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley added
that the ordinance sets up an adminis-
trative review team “to take a look at
all of the applications that will now be
required in order to obtain, by any
carrier, 5G infrastructure in town. The
administrative review team will be
made up of professionals within the
township and will also include re-
views by the historical preservation
advisory board and others.” She said
there will be an opportunity for resi-

dents to comment on permit applica-
tions.

Mayor Giblin said, in response to a
question from resident Barbara
Krause, that Union County College
(UCC) will be required to submit an
application before the planning board
for a cell tower as proposed on its
Cranford campus by Verizon. The
mayor said a letter has been sent to
UCC and Verizon by the township
attorney stating that they have to ap-
pear before the planning board.

“We are not certain who will be the
applicant — UCC or Verizon,” said
Mayor Giblin told The Westfield
Leader. “Our planning board attor-
ney believes that they will need to
come before the planning board.”

Mrs. Krause said the proposed cell
tower “affects the whole community,”
noting that it would be in a residential
neighborhood.

On another matter, Mrs. Krause
said she is concerned the impact new
developments under construction in
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County Awards $1.5 Mil.
In Infrastructure Grants

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday
awarded $1.5 million in infrastruc-
ture grants to the 21 municipalities in
the county. This is the fifth year of the
matching grant program, which is
paid out of proceeds from the 2014
sale of Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal.

“When you give municipalities an
opportunity to invest in their roads
and their downtowns, they will have
the best and most inventive ideas,”
said Freeholder Chris Hudak, who
initiated the program when he was
chairman in 2015.

He said the total amount from the
Runnells sale was $7.7 million for a
combined county grant and munici-
pal match countywide of $14.4 mil-
lion invested in municipal infrastruc-
ture.

The awards were given out as fol-
lows: Clark, $50,000, roadway im-
provements; Berkeley Heights,
$55,000, miscellaneous drainage
improvements; Elizabeth, $125,000,
Marciante-Millet-Jackson Park im-
provements; Fanwood, $55,000,
Stewart Place and Ginder Place road
improvements;

Garwood, $40,000, municipal fa-
cilities repairs; Kenilworth, $65,000,
Borough Hall safety and security
improvements; Linden, $100,000,
resurfacing of Cranford Avenue;
Mountainside, $50,000, resurfacing
of Partridge Run; Hillside, $55,000,
Orchard Terrace drainage improve-
ments; New Providence, $35,000,
sidewalk improvements; Plainfield,
$100,000, Woodland Avenue road-
way improvements; Rahway,
$85,000, roadway surfacing project;
Roselle, $60,000, roadway improve-
ments project; Roselle Park, $55,000,
improvements to Filbert Street;

Scotch Plains, $100,000, roadway
assistance program; Cranford,
$92,500, paving program; Spring-
field, $57,500, improvements to Ev-
ergreen Avenue; Union, $90,000,
phase II of Fairway Drive South road
improvement project;

Westfield, $95,000, improvements
to Rahway Avenue; Winfield Park,
$20,000, improvements; and Sum-
mit, Wallace Road drainage improve-
ments.

During public comments on reso-
lutions including the infrastructure
grant, Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son continued his opposition on re-
quiring towns to match grants they
receive from the county.

“You’re basically banging the tax-
payer for a lot of money,” he said
regarding the infrastructure grant.
“Just give it out to the municipalities
where they don’t have to match.”

Freeholder Hudak said the county
requires a match on the infrastructure
grant because “most municipalities
have some sort of capital program”
which involves “other sorts of fund-
ing” requiring “some other match.”

He said the county grant gives towns
the “opportunity to prioritize projects
and maximize their budgets.”

Mr. Paterson also commented that
he feels the freeholders should use
more of their surplus rather than in-
creasing county property taxes. He
said the county is raising taxes this
year $6.3 million, yet the county still
has $78 million in surplus. He said
this is after the county utilized $25
million of the $103 million surplus,
as of December 2018, for this year’s
budget.

Mr. Paterson said the freeholders
are raising county taxes “for no rea-
son at all.”

The board approved the appoint-


