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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

McLANE NOTCHES 8, ENGELKE 4, DUFFY 3; PORTER 3

Blue Devils’ Takeaways Sink
Raider Boys in Lacrosse, 17-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Takeaways shortly after the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders won the
majority of the face-offs allowed the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team to dominate possession en route
to a 17-7 victory at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on March 29. The
1-1 Raiders won 18 of the face-offs
and Bobby Root was credited with

winning 15 of them but the 1-1 Blue
Devils’ aggressive defense would
quickly create the takeaways.

“They made the plays at the pivotal
points of the game,” Raider Head
Coach Nick Miceli commented.

Blue Devil senior attackers Devon
McLane and Jake Engelke, and se-
nior midfielder CJ Duffy took full
advantage of the situation. By game’s
end McLane would flick in eight goals

and dish out five assists. Engelke
slicked in four goals and contributed
three assists, and Duffy celebrated his
birthday (March 28) a day late with
three goals and an assist.

“My birthday was yesterday. I
turned 18. It’s a good birthday gift to
spend it with the boys against Scotch
Plains. It’s a good response against
my performance against Moorestown

HALPIN RULES FACEOFFS, SCORES 3; CASSARO 3 GOALS

Cougar Laxers Rule Possession
In 10-6 Win Over S.J. Vianney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Possession belonged almost en-
tirely to the Cranford High School
boys lacrosse team when the St. John
Vianney Lancers faced off with the
Cougars at Memorial Field in
Cranford on March 30. The 2-0 Cou-
gars dominated the face-offs with se-
nior midfielder Conor Halpin win-
ning 16 of 18 face-offs, eventually
wore down fine performances by both
Lancer goalkeepers and emerged with
a 10-6 victory.

The Cougars came into the game
with an 11-9 victory over Haddonfield,
while the 1-1 Lancers were boasting
an 18-1 wipeout of Marlboro. But in
this game, Halpin also tallied three
goals and an assist and scooped 10
ground balls. Attacker Dante Cassaro
(2 ground balls) fired in three goals
and added a pair of assists. Midfielders
Cole Blazek (2 ground balls) had two

goals and an assist and Mike Kalnins
(2 ground balls) netted a goal and two
assists. Attacker Ryan Echavarria
scored once. Adam Kutzer scooped
seven ground balls, while Nate
Caldwell would scoop three and Jus-
tin Marko would add two.

“We had a really good first-game
opener and we won. That really pushed
us for this game and really gave us the
energy and power to fight through it.
We showed up,” Kalnins expressed.

“It’s really just all the hard work we
put in before all these games like
preseason, 100 percent all day then
we come out game day and we are
ready to go,” Cassaro said.

The game could have been a lop-
sided rout in favor of the Cougars but
the big saves by the very sizeable CJ
Hanson in the first half and the very
agile Zach Schiavone in the second
half kept the Lancers within range.
Hanson finished with 13 saves and

Schiavone finished with nine.
“I agree. Both goalies were really

talented. The bigger one had a lot of
saves because we took a lot of hard
shots to get it in but we did it. He’s a
very big body,” Kalnins expressed.

“It obviously wasn’t working off
very well for them because they had
to switch off. Like Mike said, every-
one out there was talented, so at the
end of the day, we just put it in there,”
Cassaro added.

“We had a game plan coming in.
We knew that they had a big goalie
and if we shot low, it would find the
back of the net. That’s what we did
early on. Then they went with that
second goalkeeper and we just kept
changing up our game plan,” Halpin
explained. “We put a lot of points on
the board and we got the ‘W’ “.

It was clear that the Cougar attack
force was coordinated in its efforts to

HORNE SPECTACULAR SAVES, POWER NETS GOAL 100

Motown Beard’s 3 Late Goals
Overcomes Cougar Laxers, 11-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A defensive awakening late in the
first half by the Cougars turned what
could have been a rout into an intense
battle between the Morristown Beard
Crimson and the Cranford High
School girls lacrosse team in the sea-
son opener at Memorial Field in
Cranford on March 28. The visiting
Crimson witnessed their big lead dis-
solve into a one-goal deficit but scored
three unanswered goals in the final 11
minutes to salvage an 11-9 victory.

But the real stories were the out-
standing performances by Cougar
senior goalkeeper/captain Anna
Horne, the defense’s ability to turn

the contest into a game of takeaways
and the key goals by junior attackers
Grace Power and Alyssa Gesslein.

Horne may have possibly played
the game of her life, especially after
the Crimson took a 7-3 lead with 6:42
left of the first half. The Crimson may
have won 11 of the 14 draw controls
in the half but takeaways by sopho-
more midfielder Karena Andreassen,
Gesslein, senior co-captain/defender
Ellie Rokicki and junior defender Erin
Trojan, along with the first two of
Horne’s 12 spectacular saves of the
game put the Cougars in position to
score the final three goals of the half.
Horne would finish with 19 saves.

“Our coach called a timeout. I think

everyone just realized that we need to
pick it up and I think we really all
worked together with everyone key-
ing off each other’s energy and just
working on transition. It was a good
effort from everyone,” Gesslein said.

“I thought it was a really good game
by everyone overall. And I think even
myself in the first half, there was a lot
of mess ups going on and I was getting
frustrated because they kept scoring.
But toward the end of the first half,
the whole team picked it up. Every-
one was keying off their energy and it
was a really good game,” Horne said.

“Those takeaways are really im-
portant because that team is very
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This spacious storybook Tudor is updated for today’s lifestyle. Boasting a wonderful location, this home is
situated on a quiet, tree-lined street close to Jefferson Elementary and a mile to award-winning downtown, as
well as the train to New York City. The first floor boasts an open floor plan including vestibule with coat
closet, large living room with wood-burning fireplace, formal dining room, beautifully renovated eat-in kitchen
with custom maple cabinetry (including stainless appliances, dual-fuel Dacor 6-burner stove, new Thermador
built-in refrigerator, Dacor warming drawer, KitchenAid dishwasher and microwave), family room with vaulted
ceiling, den/office and powder room. Three bedrooms, including the master, are located on the second floor
with one full bath, and the third floor houses the fourth bedroom and abundant storage. The finished basement
offers a large recreation room, full bath, laundry room (Samsung washer and dryer included), utility room
and workshop. Additional features include the lovely charm that Tudors offer - beginning with the gorgeous
period front door, chestnut molding throughout, beautiful hardwood floors, arched doorways and French
doors, central air conditioning, fenced backyard and detached two-car garage.

931 Carleton Road, Westfield • Offered for $700,000
www.931Carleton.com
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO MAKE A TAKEAWAY...Blue Devil midfielder Trevor Tanella, No. 33, attempts to take the ball away
from Raider senior midfielder Alex Oslislo, No. 10, during the rivalry game in Westfield on March 29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHASING THE LANCER ATTACKER...Cougar midfielders Cole Blazek, No. 3, and Mike Kalnins, No. 8, chase St. John
Vianney Lancer Anthony Brett, No. 17, during the game at Memorial Field in Cranford on March 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE AWAY FROM CAREER GOAL NO. 100...Cougar junior center midfielder Grace Power, No. 5, fires in career goal
No. 99 then notches her 100th goal nine minutes later in the game against Morristown-Beard in Cranford on March 28.
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