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Cranford School District
Settles ACLU Lawsuit

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation approved a settlement agree-
ment between the Cranford Public
School District and the American Civil
Liberties Union of New Jersey
(ACLU-NJ) at the board’s open work
session meeting on Monday night.

The lawsuit, filed in July by the
ACLU, claimed the Cranford School
District, along with 11 other school
districts, unconstitutionally discrimi-
nated against immigrants and their
children by requiring families to show
state-issued identification to enroll in
school.

Once the board approved the settle-
ment, Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., read a statement on
behalf of the Cranford School Dis-
trict.

“On July 28, 2018, the American
Civil Liberties Union filed a com-
plaint against the Cranford Board of
Education asserting that the district
website with respect to new student
registration is incompatible to cur-
rent status of the law. While the
district’s new student registration re-
quirements and packets as well as
procedures and practices followed
the guidelines as set forth by the law,
information on the website needed
greater clarity,” Mr. Rubin said.

“Subsequently, the district updated
the information on the district website,
and as a result, the parties will enter
into an agreement dismissing the com-
plaint and the district will continue to

ensure that all registration informa-
tion is compatible with the current
status of the law and the information
on the district website will clearly
represent district policy and proce-
dure. As a result of this agreement,
this matter has been resolved amica-
bly,” he said.

The district had a successful start
to the school year, with school open-
ing for students September 6.

“We always love the promise of a
new school year and all that it brings,”
Mr. Rubin told the board.

He reminded board members about
the annual safety meeting, which is
scheduled at Cranford High School
on Thursday, September 27, at 6:30
p.m.

The new strategic plan is being
implemented, and Mr. Rubin assured
the board there would be progress
updates at board meetings and for the
community.

In other board business, the board
approved the appointment of
Marcello Monte, a special-education
teacher, and Kimberly Schmidt, a part-
time physical education teacher. The
appointment for leave replacement
school psychologist Meredith Miller
was rescinded by the board.

A request on the part of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution
(DAR) to recognize September 17,
2018 as Citizenship Day and the week
of September 17 to 23 as Constitution
Week was approved by the board.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, September 24.

Cranford Library Bd.
To Meet September 25
CRANFORD — The date of the

next meeting of the Cranford Public
Library Board of Trustees has been
changed from Thursday, September
27, to Tuesday, September 25, at 7
p.m.

Driver Arrested, Charged
With Hitting Pedestrian

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside Police have arrested a
24-year-old Plainfield man in connec-
tion with a hit-and-run incident in-
volving a pedestrian on September 9.

Police said a 24-year-old
Mountainside resident was walking
along Route 22 east at the intersec-
tion of Globe Avenue at 1:09 a.m.
when he was struck by a 2003 Jeep
driven by Janae Hemmings.

Police said shortly afterwards a pass-
ing driver saw what he thought was a
person laying in the roadway and
stopped, then called 911. The severely
injured pedestrian was transported to
University Medical Center in Newark
by the Mountainside Rescue Squad.

Police located the vehicle and the
driver within hours of the accident.

Hemmings was charged with fourth-
degree assault by auto and third-de-
gree leaving the scene of a motor
vehicle accident, all indictable
charges, in addition to various motor-
vehicle summonses.

The victim was in critical condi-
tion as of September 13 at University
Medical Center, having undergone
several emergency operations.

David Toma Shares Insights
On Scourge of Addictions

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK – With six decades of moti-
vational speaking, and more than
14,000 interactive lectures under his
belt, retired police detective David
Toma is still addressing crowds with
sound advice and steadfast warnings
on the dangers of drugs in society.

Speaking to schools, churches and
community centers all over the United
States, Canada and Mexico, especially
the young and impressionable, Mr.
Toma brings his first-hand accounts of
the dangers of drugs and the many
addicts who have sadly died from their
addictions.

One of those lectures was held last
Saturday at the Clark Public Library,
where Mr. Toma addressed his audi-
ence in the Community Room. Mr.
Toma shed light on his background and
what he witnessed at a very young age
that had filled him with the desire to
help combat what he has termed “the
drug crisis we have been living since
the 1950s.”

According to Mr. Toma, he is the
youngest of 12 children and was very
close to his mother, who spent a sub-
stantial amount of time doing mission-
ary work for those in prisons. He also
noted that he has quite a few nephews
who were addicted to drugs. He thought
if he was in a position of authority he
could help alleviate the drug crisis, so
he applied to the police academy and
became a police officer in 1955 in
Newark. He noted that at that time he
had spent a lot of time talking to kids on
the streets who were addicted to drugs.
He later became a detective on the
narcotic and gambling squad.

By the late 1960s into the 1970s, Mr.
Toma wanted to reach a bigger audience
to help more of the population to combat
the drug problems of the times. As a
detective, Mr. Toma had developed a
means to change his appearance quickly
through disguises in order to bust crimi-
nals dealing drugs.

His big break came on September 3,
1971, when he appeared on the “Mike
Douglas Show” showing off his many
disguises. “I wanted to broaden my au-
dience to warn of drug addiction, so I
called the ‘Mike Douglas Show’ pre-
tending to be my own publicist, saying,
‘you have to see this guy and all the
disguises he uses to bust drug dealers.’”

In the 1970s two shows emerged that
were based on Mr. Toma and his detec-
tive work on the Newark police force.
The first was a show called “Toma”
that ran for two seasons, and the sec-
ond, “Baretta,” ran from 1975 to 1978.

The disguises that gained notoriety
for Mr. Toma were used to infiltrate drug
gangs and had helped him make thou-
sands of arrests. He was known to be

able to switch costumes in as little as 45
seconds, sometimes less, and he had a
98-percent conviction rate.

After his retirement in the late 1970s,
Mr. Toma dedicated his time to lectur-
ing and worked with local doctors, law
enforcement, psychologists, and even
local convicts around the country to
help kids get off and stay off drugs. He
noted, “drugs don’t care who you are,
what your profession is or what color
you are; they will just hook and kill
you.”

In his lecture, he said that 400,000
people die every year from cigarettes,
and that marijuana contains a higher
concentration of some of the “killer”
ingredients, including 5 or 6 percent
more carbon monoxide and a much
higher concentration of cyanide. He
warned of the dangers of making mari-
juana legal. He not only warned of how
much more toxic it is to smoke than
cigarettes, but painted a picture of
people that society counts on like bus
drivers, train operators, doctors or sur-
geons legally smoking marijuana, and
having a much easier time getting high.

“Do you want your surgeon operat-
ing on your loved one while they are
high?” Mr. Tomas asked. He added that
marijuana is a “gateway” drug into
harsher substances when the high from
it is no longer “good enough.”

Mr. Toma then introduced two audi-
ence members, both referred to as
“Johnny,” who were doing drugs since
the ages of 8 and 13 years old. Both men
said they witnessed countless friends die
of overdosing, and after two decades of
addiction both had gotten off drugs and
cleaned up their lives.

Mr. Toma also stated that he had tried
to speak with Whitney Houston several
times over the years at the repeated
request of her family, as they were good
friends. Mr. Toma said that she just
loved getting high too much. He stated
that he was sad that he now has to go to
the cemetery to visit her. He also stated
that alcohol is another major problem in
society, noting that a drunk driver had
killed his sister along with many other
innocent victims.

Mr. Toma concluded his talk by stating,
“we have to wake up, people. Drugs have
been killing us for a long time and we need
to wake up and help our kids. The three
things that can turn this thing around is
love, compassion and education.”

“I am here for one reason and one
reason only, because I love you,” he
said. “I don’t care who you are or what
religion you believe in, you better get
yourself straight with God, whatever
God you believe in, or else you are
never going to make it.”

Mr. Toma is 86 years old and has
been nominated twice for the Nobel
Peace Prize.

BOE to Host Public Forum
Meetings on Strategic Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The board of edu-
cation approved, on Tuesday night,
2018-2019 district goals including a
strategic plan implementation begin-
ning in the fall of 2019, an I-Steam
program expansion, and a new phon-
ics program for struggling readers in
kindergarten through third grade.

The Garwood School District will
host public forum meetings through-
out the next three months. These meet-
ings are purposed for resident input
on a “strategic planning initiative,”
creating a shared vision for the
district’s future, stated Superinten-
dent Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.

The meetings will be held in the
Lincoln School cafeteria, commenc-
ing at 7 p.m., on Monday, September
24, Tuesday, October 9, and Thurs-
day, November 15.

“We will be discussing the district’s
strengths, the challenges we face, and
ways in which we can tackle those
challenges,” the superintendent said.

“We want parents and residents
to share their thoughts, ideas, and
hopes so that we can effectively
plan for the future of our students,”
she said.

Superintendent Quigley said the
district has new goals set for the 2018-
2019 year, with the hope that many, if
not all, will be achieved. Throughout
the year it is common for meetings to
be held to see how the district’s action
plan to achieve such goals is working
and to address any shortcomings, she
stated.

Board of Education candidate
Maureen Scepkowski said she appre-
ciates that this year’s goals are far
reaching to all students and not par-
ticular to any ages or groups. Ms.
Scepkowski stated that she believes
the goals are not just philosophical,
but realistically attainable, which she
finds exciting.

Four board of education candi-
dates who are not incumbents but
will run in the November election
were present at Tuesday’s meeting.
They include Ms. Scepkowski, plan-
ning board member Denise Ridente,
Ralph Trentacosta and Joseph
Miceli.

The terms of present board mem-
bers Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Amanda
Langston and Tracey Roland will
expire this year, and the candidates
will be up for re-election.

Mr. Trentacosta said he wanted to
know what the district is doing to
prepare for an influx of 50 to 70 new
school-age children from the com-

mencing developments along South
Avenue and the Paperboard site.

Board member Susan Groning
stated that the speculative number
was projected at 18 to 26 students as
per the reports the board of education
received. Mr. Trentacosta said the
number probably only factored in the
Russo I and Russo II projects, but not
school-aged resident children from
the Paperboard development.

Superintendent Quigley said the
development’s construction end dates
are years out, and no “precautionary
or strategic measures” have been de-
cided upon. She said the 50 to 70
number was derived to make sure the
projection was at all feasible com-
pared to the previous report.

The superintendent stated that she
will then begin speaking with her
staff members, assuring the educa-
tional process will not be hindered by
classroom crowding and that avail-
able seats can be provided.

No rental agreements have been
decided upon, possible tenants have
not solicited the development sites,
nor has construction begun except
for the demolition process at the
sites.

Mr. Trentacosta said he knows his
concerns are forward looking; how-
ever, the district should be proactive
and not reactive to classroom crowd-
ing.

The Garwood Alliance will spon-
sor a peer-leadership development
day filled with team-building activi-
ties for all Lincoln School eighth grad-
ers on Tuesday, October 2.

On Friday, October 5, the fourth-
grade students will go on a field
trip to the Sterling Mining Mu-
seum in Ogdensburg, N.J. Also on
October 5, the kindergarten stu-
dents will go on a field trip to Von
Thun’s Farm in Monmouth Junc-
tion, N.J.

The board approved four substi-
tute teachers, including Sarah Palmer,
Ryan Brinkerhoff, Danielle Libutti
and Deborah Valencia.
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