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LEADER IN OCEAN CITY, Md...Katherine Scanlon, a sixth grader at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield, is seen enjoying a view of the beach with a copy
of The Westfield Leader, while on a family vacation in Ocean City, Md.

tioned against property owners turn-
ing to rezoning or other means as a
way to ultimately get their sites rede-
veloped. Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato agreed, saying it was im-
portant to first study and investigate
the three properties before the board
is asked to consider any new designa-
tions.
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Downtown Plan Sent To
Council for Approval

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The down-
town redevelopment committee voted
last week to approve a draft redevel-
opment plan for the central business
district and send it to the township
council for its approval.

The plan, which focuses on several
public properties in the downtown
area, will result in about 48,000 square
feet of new retail and office space,
more than 1,400 new parking spots
and 177 housing units, with 35 being
tagged as affordable housing as part
of the township’s settlement with
builders. It is expected the council
will take action on the plan at its
Tuesday, September 25, meeting.

Mayor Alexander Smith said at the
redevelopment committee’s Septem-
ber 12 meeting that once the council
gives its approval, then requests-for-
proposals from developers can be
solicited. After those are received and
reviewed by the committee and then
the council, the mayor said he hopes
a final proposal and a developer can
be settled upon by early next spring at
the latest.

The plan centers on the township-
owned properties, where the munici-
pal building, the firehouse and the
library are located, as well as the
parking lots adjacent to the municipal
building and library, behind the stores
that front Park Avenue and the park-
ing lot behind the row of businesses
on East Second Street adjacent to the
CVS drug store. It calls for several
new multi-story buildings that will
contain commercial and retail space,
living units and parking facilities.
Under the plan, which is a draft that
can continue to be revised as the
process moves forward, the munici-
pal building will be kept in place and
continue to house township adminis-
trative offices, while a new three-
story library will be built behind it.
The township’s first responders will
be relocated out of the downtown,
and Mayor Smith strongly hinted ear-
lier this month that a new facility for
all three could be built at the public
works facility on Plainfield Avenue.

One committee member voted last
week in favor of the plan, but “with
reservations.” Committee member
Luisa Bianco said she was concerned
about the proposed heights — five
and six stories — of some of the new
structures, and worried that develop-
ers could propose that all the new
buildings be six stories high — or
higher. She wondered whether the
plan should call for four-story build-
ings and then “let the builder tell us
that more than four [stories] is what
they can do.”

Planner Michael Mistretta, who is
advising the township on redevelop-
ment matters, said “the math doesn’t

work” with having only three- and
four-story buildings, referring to the
need to provide housing units and
adequate parking for new residents as
well as customers of new and existing
businesses in the downtown. Public
parking structures, he said, “drive up
the heights” of new buildings. He told
Ms. Bianco that if a developer sub-
mits a proposal township officials do
not like, they can “reject all or part of
any proposal.” He also pointed out
that if a developer wants more height
beyond what is in the plans, the devel-
oper would have to provide an addi-
tional 10 percent of open space on the
ground.

He also pointed out that only the
first three stories of any new building
would be visible from the street be-
cause the upper floors would be re-
quired to be set back significantly.
This was done with new development
in Princeton’s downtown, and sev-
eral committee members, after a visit
there in June, marveled at how the
upper floors were not visible from the
street and also how the parking ga-
rages were not evident either.

Mr. Mistretta said the goal is to
replicate the Princeton model, both
architecturally and aesthetically, in
Scotch Plains. Repeating what he said
at the committee’s September 5 meet-
ing, he said he is looking for a “design
competition” among interested de-
velopers. He said that, in Princeton’s
downtown, no one notices that some
of the new buildings are six stories
high, due to the upper-floor setbacks.
“You don’t get that towering feeling,”
he stated. Committee member
Paulette Coronato said five- and six-
story buildings, with the upper floors
set back from sight, “really, really
work.”

As in Princeton, Mr. Mistretta said
he does not envision that all buildings
in Scotch Plains’ downtown will be
five and six stories high, saying it is
preferable to have buildings of vary-
ing heights and setbacks. Mayor Smith
said he thinks private property own-
ers who want to expand their build-
ings will add an extra story or two —
like the apartments above the Darby
Road restaurant on Park Avenue —
not four or five stories. Mrs. Coronato
stressed that “our ace in the hole” is
that the township has the negotiating
power as downtown redevelopment
progresses.

Deputy Mayor Ted Spera agreed
with some of Ms. Bianco’s concerns,
saying “we don’t want people to look
back in 20 years and say, ‘what the
heck were they thinking?’” Mrs.
Coronato, though, attempted to allay
the concerns by speaking of the time
and effort that has been spent on just
the first phase of the redevelopment
process. “This is going to be our
legacy to the town,” she said.

The next Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 25, at 7:30 p.m., in the
administration building at Cedar
Street and Evergreen Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
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not true,” Mr. Zuber explained. “It
would be foolish for any of us to
conceive that we’d be out there when
there’s families walking around or
anything like that. It is a safe hunt
that’s practiced in most of New Jer-
sey. We’re following what most of
New Jersey has been doing with the
bow hunt.”

Ann DeCamp of Scotch Plains,
whose home borders the Watchung
Reservation, noted that she and oth-
ers have for several decades “tol-
erated a very well-defined and very
well-limited shotgun deer hunt that
lasts only a handful of days, usu-
ally on Mondays in the dead of
winter.”

“This (hunt) is very unsettling to
regular visitors and local residents
who merely want to walk their dog or
enjoy a peaceful autumn leaf season
or a hike,” she said. “As it looks now,
the crossbow plan appears to merely
be a gimme for crossbow
enthusiasts...The goal as stated by the
county is to reduce the deer popula-
tion, not provide recreational hunt-
ing.”

William Toth of Plainfield said
there will be no way to know whether
the county’s goal of reducing the
deer population by 130 in the
Watchung Reservation is reached as
a count will not be done until Febru-
ary.

Ray Szpond, Jr., president of the
Union County chapter of the New
Jersey State Federation of Sportmen’s
Clubs, disputed that comment, noting
that deer kills will be reported daily
by the hunters with the location, date
and sex of the deer.

A number of hunters said a cross-
bow hunt is not as efficient as us-
ing a shotgun in reducing the deer
population, while others said the
program was changed to appease
new leadership at a local hunting
program whose members are se-
lected to take part in the county
program.

Robert Wheeler of Cranford said
this year’s program has been “ma-
nipulated to just appease a few select
individuals to make it their own pri-
vate hunting club.”

Mr. Zuber said over 390 applica-
tions were sent out by e-mail to hunt-
ers, noting that there was an e-mail
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Deer Hunt
problem that occurred in the first e-
mail that reduced the response back
to the county. Thus, a second e-mail
went out.

Brian McDade of Westfield said
he never got a response back to his
application. He said he has heard
only eight hunters from previous
hunts were chosen for this year’s
program, noting that the hunt is be-
ing run by someone new who is af-
filiated with the leadership of a hunt-
ing club.

Mr. Szpond said the archery com-
ponent was added this year because
the shotgun program, which has been
in place since 1994, “has been inef-
fective” as the deer population per
square mile “has dramatically in-
creased,” with more deer-vehicle ac-
cidents and more Lyme disease cases
reported.

Freeholder Chris Hudak noted
that he was involved himself in an
accident with a deer when his ve-
hicle was T-boned by a buck, caus-
ing $9,000 in damage. He said the
hunt is necessary because there
are too many deer in residential
areas.

He said crossbow hunts currently
are held in Monmouth, Middlesex,
Morris and Somerset Counties.

Courtesy of Tom Kraz/Borough of Fanwood
SUICIDE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS…Caring Contact’s Executive
Director, Janet Sarkos, right, and volunteer Nancy Parenti accept the Volunteer-
of-the-Month proclamation, including the framed print of the Fanwood historic
train station, from Mayor Colleen Mahr at Monday’s borough council meeting.
The 24-hour crisis hotline is staffed by local volunteers.

ShopRite of Garwood
To Hold Fundraiser Today

GARWOOD — Today, Septem-
ber 20, at 11 a.m., at ShopRite of
Garwood, an event will be held to
help raise money for Partners in
Caring, ShopRite’s annual
fundraiser to raise money for local
charities. There will be a cake and
ribbon cutting, an official announce-
ment of the event and fundraiser,
and then local dignitaries will be
bagging customers’ groceries and
aiding in bringing groceries to cars

while asking for donations. Fea-
tured local dignitaries who will at-
tend are Charles Lombardo, Mayor
of Garwood, and members of the
Garwood Police Department,
Westfield Fire Department,
Westfield Rescue Squad and
Westfield Police Department, as
well as Bob Sumas, owner of
ShopRite Village Super Market
stores (Village is a member of the
Wakefern co-op of ShopRite stores).

New Mountainside Council
Member Sworn In

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The knowl-
edge and response to allegations of
Mountainside police misconduct con-
tained in the Stinner v Borough of
Mountainside lawsuit continued to
dominate the public comment portion
of Tuesday’s borough council meeting.

At the start of the meeting, Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
swore in Rachel Pater as a member of
the council, replacing Councilwoman
Wendy Fech-Caccamo, who resigned
her seat due to health issues caused by
a recent fall in her home. Ms. Pater and
her family have lived in Mountainside
for almost a decade. She is a graduate of
St. John Fisher College in Rochester,
N.Y., and has a master’s degree in infor-
mation technology for business from
Johns Hopkins University. Several resi-
dents familiar with Ms. Pater’s service
to the community spoke in favor of her
appointment during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting.

In separate business, Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli read a prepared state-
ment regarding what he alleged were
“inaccuracies” in a letter to the editor
recently published in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times by Demo-
cratic candidates Anjali Mehrotra and
Ileana Montes regarding the employ-
ment-related settlements with former
Detective Sergeant Andrew Huber and
Police Chief Allan Attanasio, who
resigned over their alleged involve-
ment in the Stinner suit. The candi-
dates’ letter took issue with the sug-
gestion that the settlement had saved
the community money and claimed
there had been a lack of transparency
regarding the settlements.

In response, the mayor noted that
all of the minutes from the council’s
work sessions have been made pub-
lic, and that the details of the lawsuit
and the settlements were widely cov-
ered by the local media and copies of
the settlement agreements are avail-
able to anyone who requests a copy.
Mayor Mirabelli noted that both of-
ficers had forfeited all of the compen-
sation they were entitled to other than
what the borough was required to pay
them under federal law. He also ex-
plained that the governing body and
the borough have absolutely no input
or control over whether the former
officers receive their pensions, a de-
cision which rests with the state pen-
sion board, which has received a copy

of the settlement agreements.
During the public comment portion

of the meeting, a resident accused the
mayor of responding to residents in a
condescending way and often accus-
ing them of “failing to understand” the
legal issues involved in the lawsuit.
The speaker also took issue with the
mayor’s repeated public statements
that the allegations of racist, sexist and
homophobic behavior contained in the
Stinner complaint are not his values or
those of the community. She claimed,
“if these are not your values you should
have done something about it” and
contended the “culture of corruption”
depicted in the Stinner lawsuit could
not have existed without a complacent
governing body.

Officer Thomas Murphy, the third
officer whose conduct is at issue in
the lawsuit, has not resigned and is
entitled to a hearing under state law.
The council had previously appointed
Robert Verry as its hearing officer;
however, Officer Murphy’s attorney
has objected to the selection of Mr.
Verry so the borough has selected
David Paris, an attorney with experi-
ence in civil and municipal law.

In other business, the council unani-
mously voted in favor of continuing
the community’s participation in the
Union County leaf disposal program,
at a rate of $2 per yard for loose leaves
and $4 per yard for compacted leaves,
and agreed to apply for a New Jersey
Transportation Department grant for
the repaving of Creek Bed Road. Pub-
lic Works Director Ronald Romak re-
minded the public not to include any
twigs or rocks with their leaves and not
to include any mulched leaves since
mulch causes the leaves to exceed the
50-pound weight limit imposed by the
county. Leaf collection will begin the
first week of November.

The meeting also included a reso-
lution of commendation in honor of
four members of Girl Scout Troop
40499 who received their Silver
Award, the highest award a Girl Scout
Cadette can earn. The students, Abby
Beigel, Naomi Monaghan, Allie Post
and Julia Zuzovsky, designed and
managed the revitalization of the area
surrounding the flagpole memorial
and the areas surrounding the tennis
courts in the municipal building.

Council members also unanimously
passed a resolution declaring Friday,
September 21, as POW/MIA Remem-
brance Day.

NEW COUNCILWOMAN...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
swears in Rachel Pater as a member of the borough council at Tuesday’s council
meeting, as her sons, Zach and Alex, look on. She replaces Councilwoman
Wendy Fech-Caccamo, who resigned her seat due to health issues caused by a
recent fall in her home.

and two-bedroom apartments for
homeless veterans.

The students raised $1,266 for the
group, which was used to purchase
haircuts, food and other essentials for
these veterans.

It was noted that last year, the three
students raised $1,800 for groups that
serve children with cancer by operat-
ing a similar lemonade stand.

A proclamation also was read on
behalf of Grace and Robert Kruthers,
who just celebrated 70 years of mar-
riage. It was noted that the couple has
lived in Fanwood since 1954 and that
both have been volunteers with the
borough’s rescue squad for 60 years.
Mr. Kruthers additionally is a 60-
year member of the local Knights of
Columbus.

It was noted that the borough’s
Family 5K run is scheduled for Sun-
day, October 21. More information
can be found on the borough’s website.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is set for Monday, October 1, at 7
p.m., at Fanwood Borough Hall.
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