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LEADER IN OCEAN CITY, Md...Katherine Scanlon, a sixth grader at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield, is seen enjoying a view of the beach with a copy
of The Westfield Leader while on a family vacation in Ocean City, Md.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Deer Hunt

at the intersection of Lexington Av-
enue, Mr. Pehnke said.

Mr. Pehnke also compared traffic
impacts of different uses. He said an
industrial use would generate 150 to
250 truck trips throughout the day; an
office use is a mid-range generator, and
a medical use would typically operate
six days a week, with more activity
throughout the day, calling it a more
intensive use than zoning permits.

Hartz also presented testimony from
an industrial real estate market expert,
William Sitar of Sitar Realty Co.

The current vacant buildings on the
site, Mr. Sitar said, are not suitable
for industrial use. “Today’s industrial
users are looking for high ceilings,
good loading, cross loading. These
buildings were designed for manu-
facturing. The ceilings are low. The
depth on some of these buildings is
too deep for today’s current indus-
trial users because you have to go too
far for the product...,” Mr. Sitar said.

The lower ceiling height at the cur-
rent buildings on the site is not market-
able, he said. Today’s market, he said,
wants 32- to 40-foot-high ceilings.
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Town to Create Park In
Memory of the Connells

WESTFIELD — Mayor Shelley
Brindle will read and present a proc-
lamation at the Tuesday, September
25 Westfield Town Council meeting,
authorizing the creation of Patricia
and Grover Connell Park on the Holi-
day Tree Island near the entrance to
Watchung Fork.

Members of the Connell family,
including Terry and Toni Connell,
will attend. Assemblyman Jon M.
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), mi-
nority leader of the New Jersey Gen-
eral Assembly, will speak on behalf
of the family and neighbors. Other
neighbors and friends are invited to
say a few words about the Connells
if they would like.

Grover and Patricia Connell both
passed away at the age of 100 within
the last year. With nearly 100 percent
unanimity, their neighbors on
Watchung Fork, Lenape Trail and
Ramapo Way co-signed a letter to
First Ward Town Council representa-

tives, Linda Habgood and Frank
Arena, proposing a special tribute to
the couple, in recognition of their
nearly 70 years of residence, service
and generosity to the Town of
Westfield and its citizens.

Specifically, the neighbors proposed
naming the small island of land at the
entrance to Watchung Fork “Grover
and Patricia Connell Park,” with appro-
priate signage, to ensure their memo-
ries are kept alive far into the future.
Councilwoman Habgood and Council-
man Arena immediately supported  the
proposal, and Mayor Brindle immedi-
ately gave it the green light.

The site of the new park has been the
location of an annual holiday tree light-
ing and caroling gathering nearly every
year since the Connells started the tra-
dition with their neighbors in the area.
They loved the tree and the tradition,
making this small site the most appro-
priate place to honor their many contri-
butions to the community.

WBL Seeks Turf Fields at
Gumbert, Memorial Parks

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Base-
ball League (WBL) asked the recreation
commission, Monday night, to support
the installation of turf infields at both
Gumbert and Memorial Parks as part of
the Parks Master Plan.

Craig Billings appeared on behalf of the
WBL and shared photos of portions of the
fields, which were essentially under water.

According to Mr. Billings, the
community’s softball and baseball play-
ers lose approximately 20 days a season
because of unplayable conditions caused
by poor drainage in the infields. He ex-
plained that the League spends between
$10,000 to $20,000 a year on mainte-
nance and grooming of the ballfields. In
addition, every three to five years the
fields are skimmed and resurfaced at a
cost of approximately $10,000 a field. He
noted that the cost of turfing the infields
would be approximately $130,000 a field,
and since they have a 20-year useful life,
they would, according to Mr. Billings,
“pay for themselves.”

Recreation Director Don Bogardus noted
that all of the community’s fields and parks
are at full capacity and that the demand for
playing space continues to be high.

Commission Chairman Gary Fox ex-
plained that the closing of Kehler Field
for refurbishments in April will impact
several high-school spring sports teams,
and the commission would like to mini-
mize the impact on the high-school ath-
letes by allowing them to use Sid Fay and
Houlihan Fields between 3 p.m. and 6
p.m. As a result, a new location will be
needed for the town’s spring soccer play-
ers who normally use Sid Fay/Houlihan.
Mr. Fox suggested Clark Park be used as
a temporary soccer field during the spring
of 2019. Clark Park is located next to
Roosevelt Intermediate School and is part
of the state’s Green Acres program.

Commission members discussed the
need for further review of the issue and
asked Mr. Bogardus to continue to inves-
tigate the availability of playing fields
outside the community.

In response to an e-mail complaint
from a resident regarding residents park-
ing on the grass at Tamaques Park, the
commission discussed the need for en-
forcement of the parking rules even if it
means an increase in parking tickets.

According to commission member Larry
McDermott, despite electronic signs re-
minding park users of the prohibition on
parking on the fields, more than 80 cars
were parked on the grass at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, which damages the grass and
poses a safety risk for all park users.

Heather Re-Feratti, the recreation
department’s aquatic supervisor, provided
a report on the summer playground pro-
grams and the Memorial Pool facility.
According to Ms. Re-Feratti, the summer
playground camp continues to be popu-
lar. This year, 857 campers joined 50
staff members at seven sites for sports,
arts and crafts, and field trips. The new
online registration process proved to be
popular, with more than 200 residents
taking advantage of this option. The Get
Better Basketball, tennis and volleyball
camps also were popular and will be
offered again next summer.

Despite the challenging weather, there
were 65,000 member check-ins at Memo-
rial Pool this summer, 3,818 non-member
guests and 6,980 member guests. More
than 500 children took swim lessons and
the swim team had another successful
season. Pool members will soon receive a
link to a survey, which will ask for their
feedback, thoughts, and opinions on the
facilities and services offered by the pool.
Ms. Re-Ferratti advised the public that the
current food service concession contract
expires this year, and in response to mem-
ber feedback, any new contract will likely
include healthier options and pizza.

Mr. Fox explained that the site work
for the temporary hockey rink at Gumbert
Park has begun. Several trees have been
trimmed, PSE&G has installed new LED
lights, and the new sidewalks are ex-
pected to be completed later this month.
Work on the Mindowaskin Park play-
ground is several months behind sched-
ule due to the inclement weather.

In response to inquiries from the pub-
lic regarding the status of the Parks Mas-
ter Plan, Mr. Fox explained that four
proposals for services have been received
and a committee consisting of represen-
tatives from the town council, recreation
commission and the public will likely be
in place by the end of the month. The
committee will review the four proposals
and select one. There will be public meet-
ings and meetings with user groups dur-
ing the entire process.

be foolish for any of us to conceive
that we’d be out there when there’s
families walking around or anything
like that. It is a safe hunt that’s prac-
ticed in most of New Jersey. We’re
following what most of New Jersey
has been doing with the bow hunt.”

Ann DeCamp of Scotch Plains,
whose home borders the Watchung
Reservation, noted that she and oth-
ers have for several decades “toler-
ated a very well-defined and very
well-limited shotgun deer hunt that
lasts only a handful of days, usually
on Mondays in the dead of winter.”

“This (hunt) is very unsettling to
regular visitors and local residents who
merely want to walk their dog or enjoy
a peaceful autumn leaf season or a
hike,” she said. “As it looks now, the
crossbow plan appears to merely be a
gimme for crossbow enthusiasts...The
goal as stated by the county is to re-
duce the deer population, not provide
recreational hunting.”

William Toth of Plainfield said there
will be no way to know whether the
county’s goal of reducing the deer
population by 130 in the Watchung
Reservation is reached as a count will
not be done until February.

Ray Szpond, Jr., president of the
Union County chapter of the New
Jersey State Federation of Sportmen’s
Clubs, disputed that comment, noting
that deer kills will be reported daily
by the hunters with the location, date
and sex of the deer.

A number of hunters said a cross-
bow hunt is not as efficient as using a
shotgun in reducing the deer popula-
tion, while others said the program
was changed to appease new leader-
ship at a local hunting program whose
members are selected to take part in
the county program.

Robert Wheeler of Cranford said
this year’s program has been “ma-
nipulated to just appease a few select
individuals to make it their own pri-
vate hunting club.”

Mr. Zuber said over 390 applications
were sent out by e-mail to hunters,
noting that there was an e-mail problem
that occurred in the first e-mail that
reduced the response back to the county.
Thus, a second e-mail went out.

Brian McDade of Westfield said he
never got a response back to his appli-
cation. He said he has heard only eight

hunters from previous hunts were cho-
sen for this year’s program, noting that
the hunt is being run by someone new
who is affiliated with the leadership of
a hunting club.

Mr. Szpond said the archery com-
ponent was added this year because
the shotgun program, which has been
in place since 1994, “has been ineffec-
tive” as the deer population per square
mile “has dramatically increased,” with
more deer-vehicle accidents and more
Lyme disease cases reported.

Freeholder Chris Hudak noted that
he was involved himself in an acci-
dent with a deer when his vehicle was
T-boned by a buck, causing $9,000 in
damage. He said the hunt is necessary
because there are too many deer in
residential areas.

He said crossbow hunts currently
are held in Monmouth, Middlesex,
Morris and Somerset Counties.

know how happy they are that their
kids will now have access to more ice
time during the heart of hockey sea-
son this year.”

Mr. Gildea said the basketball court
was really the only site in Westfield
that could accommodate the 200-foot
by 85-foot rink without a substantial
investment.

Other sites that had been consid-
ered included the parking lot at Me-
morial Pool and Tamaques Park, but
they were either not big or flat enough
or there were obstacles that would
need removing.

Mr. Gildea added that the scheme
had been approved by Green Acres, a
state body set up to protect open
spaces, as a suitable use for this par-
ticular area.

The rink will be open from Novem-
ber 1 to March 1, from 3 p.m. to 9:10
p.m. during the week and then 8 a.m.
to 9:10 p.m. on Saturdays and 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. on Sundays.

Public skating, which will be of-
fered from 8 to 9:10 p.m. on Fridays
and from 2:30 to 4 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays, is likely to cost $9 or
$10 plus $5 for skate rentals.
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ShopRite of Garwood
To Hold Fundraiser

GARWOOD — Today at 11 a.m. at
ShopRite of Garwood, an event will be
held to help raise money for Partners in
Caring, ShopRite’s annual fundraiser
for local charities. Local dignitaries
will be bagging customers’ groceries
and aiding in bringing groceries to cars
while asking for donations. Featured
local dignitaries who will be attending,
are: Charles Lombardo, Mayor of
Garwood, and members of the Garwood
Police Department, Westfield Fire De-
partment, Westfield Rescue Squad and
Westfield Police Department, as well
as Bob Sumas, owner of ShopRite Vil-
lage Super Market stores (Village is a
member of the Wakefern co-op of
ShopRite stores).

New Mountainside Council
Member Sworn In

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The knowl-
edge and response to allegations of
Mountainside police misconduct con-
tained in the Stinner v Borough of
Mountainside lawsuit continued to
dominate the public comment por-
tion of Tuesday’s borough council
meeting.

At the start of the meeting, Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield) swore in Rachel Pater as a
member of the council, replacing
Councilwoman Wendy Fech-
Caccamo, who resigned her seat due
to health issues caused by a recent fall
in her home. Ms. Pater and her family
have lived in Mountainside for al-
most a decade. She is a graduate of St.
John Fisher College in Rochester,
N.Y., and has a master’s degree in
information technology for business
from Johns Hopkins University. Sev-
eral residents familiar with Ms. Pater’s
service to the community spoke in
favor of her appointment during the
public comment portion of the meet-
ing.

In separate business, Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli read a prepared state-
ment regarding what he alleged were
“inaccuracies” in a letter to the editor
recently published in The Westfield
Leader by Democratic candidates
Anjali Mehrotra and Ileana Montes
regarding the employment-related
settlements with former Detective
Sergeant Andrew Huber and Police
Chief Allan Attanasio, who resigned
over their alleged involvement in the
Stinner suit. The candidates’ letter
took issue with the suggestion that the
settlement had saved the community
money and claimed there had been a
lack of transparency regarding the
settlements.

In response, the mayor noted that
all of the minutes from the council’s
work sessions have been made pub-
lic, and that the details of the lawsuit
and the settlements were widely cov-
ered by the local media and copies of
the settlement agreements are avail-
able to anyone who requests a copy.
Mayor Mirabelli noted that both of-
ficers had forfeited all of the compen-
sation they were entitled to other than
what the borough was required to pay
them under federal law. He also ex-
plained that the governing body and
the borough have absolutely no input
or control over whether the former
officers receive their pensions, a de-
cision which rests with the state pen-

sion board, which has received a copy
of the settlement agreements.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, a resident ac-
cused the mayor of responding to
residents in a condescending way and
often accusing them of “failing to
understand” the legal issues involved
in the lawsuit. The speaker also took
issue with the mayor’s repeated pub-
lic statements that the allegations of
racist, sexist and homophobic behav-
ior contained in the Stinner com-
plaint are not his values or those of
the community. She claimed, “if these
are not your values you should have
done something about it” and con-
tended the “culture of corruption”
depicted in the Stinner lawsuit could
not have existed without a compla-
cent governing body.

Officer Thomas Murphy, the third
officer whose conduct is at issue in
the lawsuit, has not resigned and is
entitled to a hearing under state law.
The council had previously appointed
Robert Verry as its hearing officer;
however, Officer Murphy’s attorney
has objected to the selection of Mr.
Verry so the borough has selected
David Paris, an attorney with experi-
ence in civil and municipal law.

In other business, the council unani-
mously voted in favor of continuing
the community’s participation in the
Union County leaf disposal program,
at a rate of $2 per yard for loose leaves
and $4 per yard for compacted leaves,
and agreed to apply for a New Jersey
Transportation Department grant for
the repaving of Creek Bed Road. Pub-
lic Works Director Ronald Romak
reminded the public not to include any
twigs or rocks with their leaves and
not to include any mulched leaves
since mulch causes the leaves to ex-
ceed the 50-pound weight limit im-
posed by the county. Leaf collection
will begin the first week of November.

The meeting also included a reso-
lution of commendation in honor of
four members of Girl Scout Troop
40499 who received their Silver
Award, the highest award a Girl Scout
Cadette can earn. The students, Abby
Beigel, Naomi Monaghan, Allie Post
and Julia Zuzovsky, designed and
managed the revitalization of the area
surrounding the flagpole memorial
and the areas surrounding the tennis
courts in the municipal building.

Council members also unanimously
passed a resolution declaring Friday,
September 21, as POW/MIA Remem-
brance Day.

NEW COUNCILWOMAN...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
swears in Rachel Pater as a member of the Mountainside Borough Council at
Tuesday’s council meeting. She  replaces Councilwoman Wendy Fech-Caccamo,
who resigned her seat due to health issues caused by a recent fall in her home. Also
pictured are her sons Zach and Alex.
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Warby Parker
Mr. Lerman said he uses a small

shed in his backyard for storage pur-
poses, noting that he does not need a
garage for any practical reasons. He
stated that financial concerns would
be a major reason why he would not
consider developing the garage.

Mr. Lerman said adding a garage to
his home would change the street’s
design (architectural) aesthetic. He said
many homes on the street do not have
garages.

Board member Robert Benacchio
said the garage ordinance was passed
with a sense of “heightened scrutiny”
for applicants who come forth seeking
other variance approvals without a
garage. Mr. Benacchio said his vote
and that of others must be based on a
case-by-case basis pertaining to homes
(applicants) without garages seeking
other variances.

Applicants Andrew and Regina
Calcagno, 530 Parkview Avenue, were
approved to construct a new single-
family dwelling. The Westfield land
use ordinance requires a minimum
front-yard setback of 40 feet; the ap-
plicant proposed a home with a 25-
foot setback.

Mr. Calcagno stated that the home
compromises the 40-foot setback re-
quirement only in the upper left corner
of the property. Most of the dwelling’s

frontage adheres to the 40-foot set-
back, while the home’s design required
more dwelling space and a garage
impeding in the “upper left” corner, he
said.

Mr. Calcagno said the property’s
inherent “triangular” shape creates an
architectural hardship or difficulty
when innovating a design, which would
not require a variance.

He said the home’s design style will
benefit the neighborhood, noting the
design has been used on a $41-million
home in Southampton, N.Y.
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