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Westfield Schools Superintendent
Anticipates ‘Fresh Start’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Mary Ann McGann/Westfield Public Schools
NEW LOCKERS...Some of the work done over the summer in Westfield included
new lockers at Edison Intermediate School.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SWINGING IN THE NIGHT AIR...Hundreds of preteens, teens and adults enjoy the flying swings at the St. Bartholomew/
UNICO Italian Festival over the Labor Day weekend.

LEADER IN ONTARIO...Boy Scout Troop 73, sponsored by the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, carried two issues of The Westfield Leader
with them when they did a two-week canoe trek in Algonquin Provincial Park,
Ontario, Canada. They paddled 90 miles, portaged eight miles, and tent camped
14 nights during the High Adventure Trek.

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — As Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D., prepared for her 12th year at
the helm of Westfield schools, she
spoke to The Westfield Leader about
all the positive factors she sees in the
district.

“There’s something wonderful
about being in education because you
do get a fresh start each year,” she
said. “The children have energy as
they arrive. The staff has energy be-
cause they have had a chance to work
and to reflect over the summer. The

kids — not every single one, but most
of them — are excited to be there.”

The social and emotional welfare
of Westfield children will be a major
focus in the town’s schools in the
coming school year.

“In conversations we have had with
our parents and teachers and admin-
istrators, we have some concerns
about social and emotional learning,
so all the administrators have partici-
pated in professional development
over the summer in social and emo-
tional learning and how they interact
with academic learning because they
are not two separate things,” said
Superintendent Dolan.

Students will see a great many im-
provements in the school buildings
since they left school in June, as sub-
stantial work has been completed
despite challenging weather condi-
tions.

“We accomplished a great deal over
the summer,” Superintendent Dolan
said. “It is a challenge. We have older
buildings that require constant updat-
ing, from things as mundane as stair
treads to the boilers at the high school.
Our custodians and maintenance
workers work so hard. They have a
great pride in their work and what
they accomplish and they are very
much part of the team.”

And with temperatures forecast to
hit 90 degrees on the first day of
school, Superintendent Dolan wel-
comed the news that every classroom
now has air conditioning. “As a former
teacher, I am here to tell you that this
is very important to everyone,” she

said.
The safety and security of students

are taken very seriously by the dis-
trict.

With the delay in work to replace
the ageing field and track at Kehler
Stadium, the board of education
brought in experts to inspect both to
make sure they are safe. On their
advice, a company was brought in
last week to carry out repairs, includ-
ing replacing some areas of turf that
will ensure the stadium is safe to use
until work starts on the refurbishment
in the spring of 2019.

In terms of security, Superinten-
dent Dolan welcomed the arrival of
two new school resource officers
(SROs) from the Westfield Police
Department, who will work in the
school district in addition to the exist-
ing SRO, who is based mainly at
Westfield High School.

There has been significantly less
comment in the community surround-
ing the appointment of the new SROs
than there was when the first SRO
was reinstated in 2013.

“I think people have learned more
about what an SRO is,” said Superin-
tendent Dolan. “They are not security
guards and they are not regular police
officers. They help out with classes
that deal with health and with law, they
attend athletic competitions and they
are part of the school community, in
the halls and the cafeteria, so students
get to know them and have someone to
turn to if they have an issue.”

She spoke warmly of current SRO

Courtesy of Robert Algarin
INTERESTING DISCOVERY...A local architect and property owner were both
pleasantly surprised when the demolition of the rear portion of the house at 570
Westfield Avenue revealed “HW” and “1867” written on a beam that is part of the
house framing. The house is being converted into a pediatrics office and single-
dwelling unit.
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19th-Century Inscription
Found on Westfield House

By DANIEL W. MURPHY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A local architect
and property owner were both pleas-
antly surprised when the demolition
of the rear portion of the house at 570
Westfield Avenue revealed “HW” and
“1867” written on a beam that is part
of the house framing.

The letters and numbers appear to
have been brush-stroked on the fram-
ing with white paint or some other
similar substance, according to the
architect, Robert Algarin. He thought
that the substance used for the in-
scription might have even been a kind
of 19th-century plaster or spackling
material.

The current owner of the property,
Westfield pediatrician Dr. Robert
Panza, found the inscription in early
August after the demolition. He was
returning to the property one after-
noon when a worker helping to con-
duct the demolition pointed to the
beam with the inscription. Dr. Panza

directly asked what was on the beam
and what “HW” meant, and the worker
replied that he thought that it was the
initials of one of the workers who had
helped build the house, and that the
numbers stood for a date. Dr. Panza
added that the former owner told him
that the house had been built in 1867.

Dr. Panza then informed Mr.
Algarin of his discovery. Mr. Algarin
said that the design of the house could
likely be considered as a variant of
the “Second Empire” architectural
style. According to Dr. Panza and Mr.
Algarin, the property has undergone
changes in previous decades, includ-
ing the demolition of a 1600-square-
foot barn that used to stand on the
property.

Both Dr. Panza and Mr. Algarin
warmly appreciated the discovery, and
both agreed with the demolition
worker’s speculation that the “HW”
seemed to stand for a person’s ini-
tials, and that “1867” was for the

Brindle Meets With Area Chiefs
For Input on Westfield Search

BY CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Mayor Shelley
Brindle met with the police chiefs of
Summit and Springfield to discuss
the town’s search for a permanent
police chief and asked for their input
for best practices, she said at
Tuesday’s town council meeting.
Mayor Brindle will meet with the
police association in coming weeks.
She affirmed that the town is search-
ing for a chief with “unquestionable
character and integrity...with an em-
phasis on community policing.”

The chief would be hired from

within the ranks of the town’s depart-
ment. “A new police chief must come
from within the department, per state
law,” Mayor Brindle said. Currently,
Captain Chris Battiloro has been ap-
pointed as acting police chief. No
further information has been provided
pertaining to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office’s investigation of
former police chief David Wayman.

In other business, bulk waste
signups are due by next Friday. To
date, only about half of the minimum
400 permits have been issued, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said. Resi-
dents can visit the town’s website for

further details or call town hall.
Responses are due this month for

the request for proposals and bid re-
quests for sidewalk replacement in
various areas, the assessment of road-
ways to help with future paving
projects, and for the parks and recre-
ation strategic plan, Mr. Gildea said.

The town has received a Sustain-
able Jersey grant in the amount of
$10,000 for a walkability workshop
that would look at the area along the
North Avenue corridor heading to-
wards Garwood.

A resolution was passed that makes
an agreement with Harvest Restaurant
Group to provide beer and wine on
Saturday, October 27, from 5 to 11
p.m., for the AddamsFest event that
night. Elm and Quimby Streets will be
closed off to traffic for the event that
will feature Charlie’s Ale Garden. The
town is to receive 30 percent of the
sales. A wristband to access the ale
garden will be sold for $10 in advance
and $15 at the event and beer and wine
will be sold separately. The town also
is partnering with Lyft. Lyft will spon-
sor the event, Mr. Gildea told The
Westfield Leader, and will provide free
or discounted rides to those at the
event. Additionally, Lyft will have
pickup areas in the downtown.

The new Mindowaskin Park play-
ground is still under construction. Mr.
Gildea said extra drainage work is
being performed, the smaller
children’s structures are finished, and
the footings are poured. He said the
company doing the work considers it
their “signature” playground and
plans to use it in their sales materials.

Mr. Gildea said on Tuesday that the
county began the culvert bridge re-
placement near Stop & Shop and that
the project is expected to be com-
pleted in two months.

An ordinance was passed to specify
the type of fencing needed at a con-
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Town Signs Agreement for
Ice Rink at Gumbert Park

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town is invit-
ing any interested parties to attend a
walk-through on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 12, of the pending site of a tempo-
rary ice rink at Gumbert Park follow-
ing an agreement executed July 31
for use of the park for the ice rink and
changes that have been made to the
site plan.

An updated concept plan, as of
August 22, for the layout of the ice
rink to be located atop the basketball
courts at Gumbert Park shows some
new changes. The following is out-
lined in the concept plan:

The chiller, a machine that keeps
the ice from melting, was requested
by the town to be moved between the
tent and the Garwood town line; how-
ever, the chiller could be damaged by
snow falling off the tent onto the
machine in this location. Therefore
the chiller would need to be kept
outside of the rink near North Av-
enue.

The Zamboni storage tent would
be moved to the North Avenue side of
the site, from the South Chestnut side
of the site, to allow for New Jersey
American Water Company to pro-
vide water.

A storage unit, measuring eight feet
by 40 feet, will be added near the
parking area, to temporarily store the
basketball court lights and backboards.
A bathroom trailer will be moved to fit
under the tent in order to make it
readily accessible to patrons.

The changing rooms tent originally
planned for players to change into or
out of their uniforms will be elimi-
nated. Instead, four separate ground-
level office trailers will be used to
accommodate female athletes and
male athletes. These would be placed
on the concrete picnic area, and re-

moved in March. The office trailers
to be used as changing areas will
measure 10 feet by 30 feet each.

These trailers also will allow each
team to change separately, have the
ability for their belongings to be
locked inside, and provide lighting
and heating.

The September 12 walk-through of
the site to which the public is invited
is planned for 6 p.m. and also will
include town officials and Ken Ander-
son, who is the owner of Union Sports
Arena and the operator of the ice rink
proposed for Gumbert Park, Mayor
Shelley Brindle announced.

An ice rink promotions/event com-
mittee and an operating committee
also are being formed. Anyone inter-
ested in serving on the committees is
asked, by Mayor Brindle in an e-mail,
to contact John McDevitt, the vice-
president of the Westfield Ice Hockey
Club.

The contract signed on July 31
between the town and Mr. Anderson
will expire on March 31, 2019. The
basketball courts at Gumbert will not
be usable between October 1 and
March 31, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Westfield Leader. The
basketball courts are expected to be
open for play come April 1.

The ice rink is to open for business
on Thursday, November 1, and close
for business on March 1, 2019.

According to the contract, Mr.
Anderson is to provide improvements
to the park and share 50 percent of net
proceeds with the town, which will
then use the money towards state
Green Acres-funded parks, including
Gumbert.

The rink operator is to install a
200-foot by 85-foot sheet of ice, pro-
vide a Zamboni, rental skates, rubber
mats for changing of skates, a weekly

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


