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251 North Avenue West

(Next to the train station)

Lobby Hours

Our Grand Opening Continues 
With This Exclusive Offer!

Pick A CD That Grows At Your Pace

Mobile Banking • Electronic Bill Pay • Competitive Rates • And More!
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• Checking and Savings Accounts
• Home Mortgages
• Home Equity Credit Lines

• Online Cash Management
• Free Business Checking
• Lines of Credit
• Prime Lines of Credit for Professionals

• Debit Cards and “Intelligent” ATMs
• Mobile and Online Banking
• And So Much More!

• Term Loans & SBA Loans
• Permanent Mortgages
• And So Much More!

15-Month CD

APY *3.00%
†

APY *2.75%

Haz. Waste Recycling Event
In New Providence This Sat.

PARCC Testing Focus of
Cranford BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Assistant Super-
intendent for Curriculum and Instruc-
tion Brian Heineman reported to the
board of education Monday night on
district-wide PARCC (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers) scores at the board’s
regular meeting.

For PARCC testing, a score of 1 did
not yet meet expectations, a 2 par-
tially met expectations, a 3 ap-
proached expectations, a 4 met ex-
pectations and a 5 exceeded expecta-
tions.

In Cranford, overall passing rates
for English Language Arts (ELA) test-
ing are approximately 20 percent
higher than the state average, but vary
by grade level.

According to Mr. Heineman, the
data collected from the testing sug-
gests that in any given year it is ex-
pected that 70 to 80 percent of
Cranford students will demonstrate
that they are on target to be college
and career ready by graduation by
achieving a score of 4 or 5 on the ELA
portion of the PARCC.

Additionally, several grades only
marginally exceed the state percent-
age in “score 5-exceeding expecta-
tions” for the ELA portion of the
test.

For the Math portion of the PARCC,
grade 8 and Algebra data continue to
be difficult to evaluate due to the
challenges in making cross district
comparisons for Orange Avenue
School, Hillside Avenue School and
Cranford High School.

In grades 3 to 5, both ELA and
Math exceeded the state passing per-
centages by similar margins.

Mr. Heineman described the
PARCC testing data as “one small
piece of the puzzle.” He also ac-
knowledged changes put in place for
the PARCC examination for 2019,
including the name change, from
PARCC to the New Jersey Student
Learning Assessment.

Additionally, 11th-grade students
will no longer take the exam and there
will be a reduction in both tests re-
quired and overall testing time.

In other board business, a number
of parents and residents attended the
board meeting to voice either ap-
proval of or opposition to the new
plan for the reimaging of Cranford
School District.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., described the reimaging
plan as “a proposal, an invitation for
a conversation about what we may
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By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — During its board
of directors’ meeting held Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the management
entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID), promoted AddamsFest,
a three-day celebration of native
Westfielder Charles Addams, that will
be held this weekend.

Charles Addams was an accom-
plished cartoonist with published
pieces in Collier’s, The New Yorker
and True Detective. Addams’ illustra-
tions have a macabre quality to them
which proved popular with the pub-
lic.

Addams is most famous for creating
the characters for the Addams Family
franchise. A television show, two live-
action movies and a Broadway show
were inspired by his creations.

“People are very enthusiastic about
AddamsFest and all of the events
which are taking place during the
three-day festival,” stated DWC Ex-
ecutive Director Sherry Cronin. “As
Mayor (Shelley) Brindle says, ‘this
event is for community, by commu-
nity.’ There has been a herculean
amount of planning and enthusiasm
led by (Councilwoman) Dawn
Mackey, Adrian Pastore, Jackie Carr
and many volunteers with support of
the town — the administration, De-
partment of Public Works, fire de-
partment, police department and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

“Whether it be for the creative
‘Wicked Windows of Westfield’
downtown on many storefronts or the
business community sponsorship of
AddamsFest events, it already has
been a great tribute to Westfield’s
own Charles Addams,” stated Ms.
Cronin. “While we have celebrated
him in smaller events during Hallow-
een in prior years, it was very small by
comparison to the notoriety that this
festival brings.”

Ms. Cronin said the full listing of
events and activities for AddamsFest
may be found at addamsfest.com.

In other news, the DWC announced
that Ian Hook has been named the
new chairman of the DWC’s Eco-
nomic Vitality Committee. Mr. Hook
is a four-year resident of Westfield
and is employed at Prudential Finan-
cial.

“Ian Hook has been a volunteer for
several years now to the DWC Eco-
nomic Vitality Committee,” stated Ms.
Cronin. “The Economic Vitality Com-
mittee focuses on capital, incentives,
and other economic and financial tools

to assist new and existing businesses,
catalyze property development and
create a supportive environment for
the scores of entrepreneurs and inno-
vators that drive local economies.”

Ms. Cronin provided an update on
the restoration process of two historic
buildings in the downtown area –
Arcanum Hall and the “Flatiron Build-
ing,” named for its resemblance to the
Flatiron Building in Manhattan.

“All of the businesses in both build-
ings are open. The Arcanum Hall
restoration involving restoring the
wood columns, stone, and repainting
all of the trim is almost complete. The
scaffolding should be able to be re-
moved soon and the awnings and
signs will be installed in the weeks
ahead,” stated Ms. Cronin. “Sole
Shoes, Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery,
Blende, Indigo Art Studio and
Westfield Tobacco have been open
throughout the renovation.

“The DWC was pleased to provide
a Facade Renovation Incentive Grant
to this iconic and historical landmark,”
Ms. Cronin stated.

“44 Elm Street (the Flatiron build-
ing), the exterior is essentially com-
plete with the stained-glass windows
having been installed a week ago.
The third floor stained-glass panels
were previously donated to the
Westfield Historical Society by one
of the prior building owners. After
many years in the archives, they were
removed, refurbished and placed
back into the original frame,” Ms.
Cronin stated. “The Downtown
Westfield Corporation and our De-
sign Committee are happy to be part
of these restoration projects.”

The DWC’s next board meeting open
to the public is scheduled for Monday,
November 26, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC
office is located at 105 Elm Street.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RELIVING HISTORY...Scarecrows of historical figures by Deerfield Elementary
School fifth graders were on display in front of the Hetfield House in Mountainside
as part of Four Centuries In A Weekend this past Saturday and Sunday.

COUNTY – Union County resi-
dents can safely dispose of unwanted
household chemicals and other spe-
cial waste by bringing these items to

a free Household Hazardous Waste
recycling event this Saturday, Octo-
ber 27 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Nokia campus, located at 600 Moun-
tain Avenue in New Providence.

Residents with paint cans to dispose
of are advised to bring only oil-based
paints and varnishes. Paint cans with a
missing or illegible label are not ac-
cepted, and latex paint is not accepted.
Residents who need to dispose of latex
paint should let it dry in the can, then
discard with their regular garbage.

Residents only need to drive to the
Household Hazardous Waste event
with their household special wastes;
no further handling is required. Work-
ers at the site will unload the vehicles.

The October 27 event continues
Union County’s “Mercury Bounty”
collection program through a part-
nership with the company Covanta.
Covanta offers $5 Home Depot gift
cards to any residents turning in mer-
cury-containing thermostats.

Accepted items include oil-based
paint and varnish, antifreeze, aerosol
cans, pool chemicals, corrosives, pes-
ticides, herbicides, solvents, thinners,
fire extinguishers, motor oil and oil
filters, gasoline, batteries, thermo-
stats, fluorescent bulbs (unbroken),
and mercury switches.

Only materials in original or labeled
containers will be accepted. No contain-
ers larger than five gallons will be ac-
cepted. There is a limit of eight automo-
bile tires (without rims) per household.

The household hazardous waste
collection will be held rain or shine,
for Union County residents only, not
for businesses. Proof of Union County
residency is required.

NEWLY TURFED...Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados, Freeholders Bruce
Bergen, Rebecca Williams, Bette Jane Kowalski and Al Mirabella on Tuesday
joined Springfield Mayor Richard Huber, township and recreation officials and
the Jonathan Dayton High School JV soccer team in cutting the ribbon on the
newly turfed Meisel Avenue field.

Clarification
An editorial in last week’s issue

should have stated that all 2016 mail-
in voters were sent a letter from Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi explain-
ing changes in New Jersey’s mail-in
ballot law. Everyone who voted by
mail-in ballot in 2016 received a mail-
in ballot for 2018 unless they notified
the clerk’s office in writing by filling
out the opt-out form on the county
clerk’s website.

Ret. Savings Plan
Proposed for Those

Without Employer Plan
TRENTON – Legislation to estab-

lish the “New Jersey Secure Choice
Savings Program Act” was released
October 15 by the Assembly Financial
Institutions and Insurance Committee.

The bill, A-4134, would create an
automatic enrollment payroll deduc-
tion Individual Retirement Account
(IRA) for private sector workers with-
out access to a retirement savings
plan through their employer. It is de-
signed to promote retirement savings
for employees in a convenient, low
cost and portable manner.

want to see in the schools moving
forward” and clarified that this pro-
posal could not be passed by himself
or the board without the support of
the Cranford community.

Three public meetings were origi-
nally scheduled to get community
feedback on the proposal for Tues-
day, October 30; Wednesday, No-
vember 28, and Monday, December
17. However, due to the intense inter-
est in the reimaging proposal, addi-
tional meeting dates at each of the
schools in the district have been set.
There will be a meeting at Walnut
Avenue School on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 13; at Hillside Avenue School on
Thursday, November 15; at
Livingston Avenue School on Mon-
day, November 19, and at Orange
Avenue School on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 20.

Additionally, there will be a meet-
ing at Brookside Place School on
Tuesday, November 27; Bloomfield
Avenue School on Monday, Decem-
ber 3, and at Cranford High School
on Tuesday, December 4.

The board accepted an Education
Grant from BASF Corporation in the
amount of $5,000 for Hillside Av-
enue School.

The grant will be used to provide
students in the Environmental Club
with an authentic learning opportu-
nity, where they have a first-hand say
in the production of the aquaponics
system.

Through the grant, students in the
Environmental Club will be able to
conduct research related to water
quality, aquatic species and plant life
suitable to the environment.

The board approved the hiring of
several new coaches for the winter
season, including Sean Trotter as the
Head Varsity Boys Basketball Coach,
Michael Ozolnieks as the Head Var-
sity Ice Hockey Coach, Corey
Markovitch as the Assistant Varsity
Wrestling Coach and Derek
Francavilla as the Junior Varsity Wres-
tling Coach.


