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LEADER IN MEXICO CITY...David Golush, right, of Westfield and David
Epstein of Scotch Plains visit The Teotihuacan Pyramids in Mexico City with a
copy of The Westfield Leader.

The Leader/Times Website Provides Robust Features to Assist You!
Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SMILE FOR THE CAMERA...These youngsters pose for the camera at the start
of Sunday’s ninth annual Fanwood Super Hero 5K and Family Fun Run.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHERE’S OUR HOME?...Residents examine old maps of the area on Saturday
at the Fanwood Train Station, which was part of Union County's Four Centuries
in a Weekend event.

report?’ In her enthusiastic way, she
would say, ‘Yes, we do, mayor,’ and
proceed to give a detailed report of
upcoming events that was always
helpful to our residents — and us on
the council.”

The mayor said some of his fond-
est memories of Mrs. Checchio “are
when at an event, she would do
something with the kids like face-
painting. She and the kids would
have a ball, and she was an excel-
lent face-painter.” He said they be-
came good friends and, when they
could, “Rose and I would get to-
gether for a kale salad at the Stage
House Inn, and I really got to know
her during those lunches.”

Mrs. Checchio received the most
votes of three Democrats on the
ballot in 2014, when she was elected
to the council along with fellow
Democrat John Del Sordi, Jr. and
Republican Llewellyn Jones. She
started her term in January 2015 by
saying it was important to “put the
people before the politics.”

Telling The Times he was “deeply
saddened” by her passing, Mr. Del
Sordi called her “a prominent fig-
ure in our community, especially
amongst the senior citizens whom
she advocated for.” Deputy Mayor
Ted Spera called Mrs. Checchio “a
wonderful person who always had
the best interests of the people of
Scotch Plains. Her wisdom and in-
sight brought us all together as a
town council,” he told The Times,
and “Scotch Plains is a better place
because of her.”

Mr. Jones, who resigned from the
council in July when his family
moved out of state, called it “a privi-
lege to sit next to Rose and work
with her on the township council
the past few years.” He told The
Times that she “selflessly devoted
so much of her personal time to the
community, even as she dealt with a
terrible diagnosis, and she did it
with a smile and was an inspiration
to so many around her.”

Sitting in his office at a subdued
town hall, Township Manager Al
Mirabella on Monday called Mrs.
Checchio “special” and someone
who “cared deeply about the com-
munity and wanted to make it bet-
ter.” He told The Times he was “al-
ways impressed” by her dedication
and the time she spent on commu-
nity events despite family and work
obligations. “She put her money
where her mouth was,” Mr.
Mirabella said, pointing to her es-
tablishment of the garden club as an
example. “She jumped in and got
her hands dirty, literally, and helped
plant flowers throughout the down-
town.”

Deputy Township Manager Mar-

garet Heisey called it “an honor and
privilege to work with Rose over
the last three years, but more impor-
tantly, to be her friend.” She told
The Times that Mrs. Checchio
“championed so many of the causes
that are dear to me, and in her
memory, I’ll do my best to continue
her work. Her energy and dedica-
tion was inspiring and will be greatly
missed.”

At the walk for breast cancer on
October 13, which Mrs. Checchio
was unable to attend, Ms. Heisey
proclaimed, “Rosie, this one is for
you!” And Mayor Smith this week
said he favors naming the annual
walk in honor of Mrs. Checchio.

Former councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella called Mrs. Checchio
“fierce, brave and loyal,” and told
The Times that, “Rose worked tire-
lessly to beautify Scotch Plains
through her unique ability to bring
people together for the betterment
of our community.” Mrs. Gialanella
also battled cancer early in her coun-
cil tenure — Mrs. Checchio had
once described her as her “warrior
sister” — and noted that Mrs.
Checchio had, for the better part of
the past four years, “fought through
pain and fatigue to continue to serve
the residents of Scotch Plains with a
grace and poise that will forever be
her legacy.”

Earlier this year, Mrs. Checchio
was a recipient of the 2018 Women
of Excellence Award given by the
Union County Commission on the
Status of Women. She served as
deputy mayor in 2016 and presided
over a council meeting in Novem-
ber of that year.

She spearheaded the move toward
recycling in township parks and also
served as the council’s liaison to the
recreation commission throughout
her tenure. Chairman Michael Walsh
called her “a tremendous partner to
the commission and to me in my
role as chairman.” He told The Times
that, “she cared deeply about Scotch
Plains and always had the best in-
terests of the residents at heart in
whatever she did.” And, he added,
“she was an even better person and
friend. I will miss her tremen-
dously.”

A wake for Mrs. Checchio will be
held Friday, October 26, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church,
from 6 to 9 p.m., followed by a
funeral mass at noon on Saturday.

LEADER IN LE MONT-SAINT-MICHEL...Tom and Gail Sloan of Westfield
recently visited Le Mont-Saint-Michel, an island and mainland commune in
Normandy, France, with a copy of The Westfield Leader. The island is located
about one kilometer off the country's northwestern coast, at the mouth of the
Couesnon River near Avranches and is seven hectares in area.

The six candidates, all of whom are
making their first runs for elective
office, backed the township’s afford-
able-housing legal settlement that was
finalized earlier this year, although
Mr. Kowalczyk likened it to “legal-
ized extortion” and Mr. Losardo stated
that, “increasing the size of our town
by a third is frightening.” Expressing
concerns about the impacts on local
schools, streets and infrastructure, “I
think we need to slow this down and
work with our state legislators” to
find a “common-sense solution,” Mr.
Losardo said.

While the impacts of an influx of
new residents and new buildings on
infrastructure are still unclear, Mr.
Bondarowicz said it was good that the
township government maintains a good
deal of control over the redevelop-
ment process and where the new build-
ings will go, something he said gives
the municipality a better chance of
controlling the impact on various in-
frastructure. Mr. Losardo said the state,
which he said had ignored affordable-
housing issues, “has to step up and
provide the means for us to rebuild our
schools, rebuild our roads and prepare
for an influx of residents.”

The candidates were unanimous in
their support for the current discus-
sions with neighboring towns about a
shared-services arrangement for pub-
lic works, although Mr. Kowalczyk
said it had to be “properly managed”
so Scotch Plains does not suffer in
any way. Ms. Stamler was hopeful
that a new public works arrangement
could potentially lead to increased
branch and leaf pickups.

Addressing a variety of topics, Ms.
Stamler expressed support for an or-
dinance to protect historic houses,
calling it “very important” to pre-
serve all such buildings. But she said
consulting with owners of historic
houses was an important part of the
process. Mr. Bondarowicz, when
asked about county services, praised
its management of parks and ballfields
but said, “we’re lacking significantly”
when it comes to county roads. When
Mr. White was asked if he favored
keeping the sewer utility as a separate
entity or folding it back into the mu-
nicipal budget, he replied that he felt
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Scotch Plains’ Cands. Forum
the once-per-year payment was work-
ing well and saw no reason to change
it.

Mrs. Dalvi was asked about ways
to improve school safety and pointed
to the recent addition of special po-
lice officers at all schools in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district. Mr.
Losardo, addressing ideas for ex-
panded recreation programs, said
some parks are “not as nice and as
renovated as other parks” and called
for a 25-year plan to address current
and long-term needs, especially with
the new housing and additional chil-
dren that are coming. As for ways to
expand senior services, Mr.
Kowalcyzk urged the establishment
of a “help line” for seniors as well as
a vetted contractor list “so seniors
don’t get taken advantage of.” He
also said a community center could
be helpful for additional services.

All six candidates spoke about the
racist graffiti incident at the high
school earlier this month, but they
agreed it did not signal that Scotch
Plains has a racial problem. “Are
there things we can do to address
racism and hate?” Mr. Kowalczyk
asked. “Absolutely,” he said, point-
ing to last week’s student-led event at
the high school as “a good first step.”
Mr. Losardo agreed with Mr.
Kowalczyk, and said, “how a com-
munity responds is what’s important,
and the local community responded
amazingly well.” Mrs. Dalvi said
“practice begins at home,” and urged
parents to “talk to your kids” and
“give them your time,” which she
said would help to “make them good
citizens.”

Mr. White called hate “a learned
behavior” and urged everyone not to
remain silent if they hear someone us-
ing offensive words. Mr. Bondarowicz
called the graffiti incident “truly em-
barrassing for our town.” He praised
the diversity of the six candidates, say-
ing “that is our town. And it is only
going to get more diverse — and that’s
good.” Ms. Stamler wound up the dis-
cussion by calling the graffiti “disheart-
ening.” She said it was important for the
township council to work with the
schools and for parents to “teach their
children.”

Zakarin will attend an event today,
October 25, in Summit to receive a
check from the Union County Kids
Recreation Trust Fund on behalf of
the Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion. Mr. Budiansky said he was un-
sure of the check’s amount.

The commission’s next meeting will
be Tuesday, November 27, at La
Grande Park. The meeting begins at
7:45 p.m.
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Board of Education
PARCC assessment will be part of the
graduation requirements.

District Math Supervisor John
Veninger also spoke at the meeting,
saying that the testing did outline
some areas that needed improve-
ment, among them fifth-grade math.
He noted that fifth grade is a transi-
tion year for students and that work
on word problems needed to be ex-
panded. He additionally noted that
sixth-grade math showed some dip-
ping in scores but also observed that
the sixth-grade math program is in
its third year of a new curriculum.
Mr. Veninger added that the ninth-
and 10th-grade math scores “were
strong.”

Language Arts Supervisor Liz
McKenna noted that across the board,
writing skills were well above aver-
age but that reading reflected areas
where improvement is needed. She
noted that reading was an area “to
increase success rates.” She also
noted a dip from the fourth- to fifth-
grade scores, saying, “we have done
a lot of work in that age group but
still need to improve.”

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, November 15, at
7:30 p.m. It will take place in the
Administration building at Cedar
Street and Evergreen Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Council Introduces Ord.
to ‘Monetize’ Businesses

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Three ordinances
were introduced that would amend
ordinances pertaining to the central
business district (CBD) at Tuesday’s
town council meeting.

The first amends certain provi-
sions of the land-use ordinance of
the town to establish commercial
use of rooftops as a conditional use;
to allow for use of ground-level pa-
tios as places for eating and drink-
ing; and to remove the prohibition
on the sale of food for beverages to
be served or consumed on the pre-
mises, but outside the confines of a
building; all within the CBD. Mayor
Shelley Brindle said this is to allow
for a business to utilize more of the
property to “monetize” their busi-
ness.

The second ordinance amends cer-
tain provisions of the land-use ordi-
nance of the town to establish regu-
lations for accessory structures
within nonresidential zones and lo-
cated on ground-level patios used as
places for eating and drinking,
thereby setting certain rules pertain-
ing to safety, noise, tables, umbrel-
las and other accessories.

The third amends certain provi-
sions of the land-use ordinance of
the town for parking requirements
within the CBD. The thought is to
loosen the requirements, and give
the planner and the zoning officer
authority to grant parking waivers to
lessen the strain of parking variance
requests that go before the planning
and zoning boards of adjustment,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.

Another ordinance was introduced
that addresses the requirements of
the fair housing act regarding com-
pliance with the town’s affordable-
housing obligations, specifically per-
taining to two parcels where special-
needs housing in association with
the Arc of Union County will be
located. This will allow for the spe-
cial-needs housing to be allocated as
was approved in the town’s afford-
able-housing settlement. The ordi-
nance will then go to the planning
board for its approval.

Union County Board of Elections
Administrator Nicole DiRado pre-
sented to the mayor and council the
new voting machine that will be used
in this year’s General Election in the
town. Westfield was selected as a
pilot town for the new voting ma-
chine. The machine will allow vot-
ers to print out a ballot, called a
paper ballot trail, to ensure their
vote was correctly inputted, has a
touch screen, and lets voters enlarge
text and type in a write in candidate,
among other enhancements. The
machine is not attached to the Internet
or a network, she said. It has a USB
stick that is hardened, and is 265 bit
encrypted. The paper ballot trail has
no personal identifies printed on it,
and will be stored in the machine.

During the mayor’s comments,
Mayor Brindle said there was a neigh-
borhood meeting for Elm Street resi-
dents to discuss the recent burglaries
on the street. She said the town is
going to begin a neighborhood watch
group for various sections of town,
and has set up ward-specific Nixle
alerts in an effort to improve com-
munication of safety concerns in the
wards.

She announced that applications
for volunteers to join the newly-
formed mental health commission
will be accepted through Friday, No-
vember 2.

In a recent meeting with the new
president of Lord & Taylor, Vanessa
Lafebvre, Mayor Brindle said Ms.
Lafebvre said Lord & Taylor plans
to remain open in Westfield and is
“committed to Westfield more than
ever.” She noted the store may make
some changes with brands.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Terry
Quinn asked why the town recently

approved the hiring of a consultant
to assess the roadways in the town,
paying $40,000 of taxpayer dollars,
to make a determination of roads to
be paved. Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan, who had voted against the
move, had said some council mem-
bers had wanted a comprehensive
look at the town and its roadways,
further explaining that it is a differ-
ent process than how roads were
assessed by the in-house staff previ-
ously. Mayor Brindle said the con-
sultant can assess the roads objec-
tively, and provide an overview of
the entire town’s roads, which the
Department of Public Works (DPW)
and town engineer said they could
not provide. Ms. Neylan said the
DPW had objectively and transpar-
ently selected roads for the paving
schedule in the years past.

During the conference session held
prior to the official meeting,
Elizabethtown Gas gave a presenta-
tion to the governing body. Tina Early
of Elizabethtown Gas said the utility
is modernizing infrastructure pro-
grams to replace service lines with
plastic pipes and have elevated pres-
sure mains which work better with
high-efficiency appliances, Ms. Early
said.

The process would mean relocat-
ing the gas meters to the outside.
Then the gas company would send a
notification three weeks before the
main and service line replacement
project starts to everyone within 200
feet of the buffer area. The gas com-
pany has identified three project ar-
eas: Rahway Avenue phase two,
Minisink Way and Elm Street and
Forest and Edgewood Avenues.

During public comment, Steven
Kelly of Fair Hill Drive said a new
home that was constructed at 73 Fair
Hill Drive two years ago had been
built with a deep basement and since
has caused the block’s street to flood
with water and sludge, and ices in
the winter, from the home’s sump
pump runoff that runs “24/7,” he
said. He said he and the neighbors
have notified the builder Ralph
Rapuano, the DPW and town engi-
neer, as well as Councilwoman Linda
Habgood, but the matter has yet to
be resolved. He called the issue “a
major safety hazard.” Ms. Habgood
told him, he said, that he and his
neighbors would have to pay the
town to reroute the drains to a new
sewer collection outlet should they
wish to have one to alleviate the
flooding. However, he said he does
not feel that should be at the expense
of his and his neighbors because the
town’s building inspector should
never have passed the basement in-
spection. “I am a victim of circum-
stance,” Mr. Kelly said.

“My assessment would have to go
up on my tax bill. I don’t agree with
that,” he further said. He said the
home that is responsible for the ex-
cess water has had its assessment
raised from $100,000 to $400,000.
“I don’t know how much more of an
assessment is needed to get this,”
Mr. Kelly said of getting the new
sewer outlet installed.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOTHING DRIVE... Last weekend's clothing drive at Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains resulted in hundreds of bags of donations.
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