
Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 59th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 43-2018 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, October 25, 2018

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 16
Police ............ 18
Community ... 6-8, 18
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-17
Real Estate .... 11-20
Classifieds ..... 16
A&E .............. 19-20

WESTFIELD
WEST Congratulations to the  

#1 Agent for September!

Westfield West Office  600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908.233.0065 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com
#600NORTH©  2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are 

registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  10/18

Sharon Steele
Sales Associate
Company Associate 
of the Month
C. 908.447.3579 

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANDIDATES NIGHT...The six candidates for Scotch Plains Township Council, pictured from left to right, Republicans
Jeff Kowalczyk, Sonali Dalvi and Andrew Bondarowicz and Democrats Roshan White, Elizabeth Stamler and Joshua
Losardo, discussed downtown redevelopment, affordable housing, budget issues, their own backgrounds and the graffiti
incident at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School during a forum last Thursday night in Scotch Plains.
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Scotch Plains Mourns Passing
Of Councilwoman Rose Checchio

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Council-
woman Rose Checchio was remem-
bered this week by friends and col-
leagues, as well as numerous people
on social media, for her courage
and her devotion to the community.

Mrs. Checchio passed away Sun-
day evening after battling cancer
for more than three years — a fight
she refused to let interfere with her
township council commitments or
her involvement in a variety of com-
munity activities, including the an-
nual Halloween Trunk-or-Treat
event she conceived of three years
ago and the Play for P.I.N.K. walk
held to raise money for breast can-

cer research.
Flags at township buildings flew

at half-staff this week and the front
of the municipal building was
draped with mourning bunting in
her honor. At last week’s township
council meeting, Mayor Alexander
Smith twice mentioned Mrs.
Checchio’s illness and asked for
prayers.

Words like “great woman,” “in-
credible person,” “amazing,” “in-
spirational,” “kind,” “hard-work-
ing” and a “true angel” were promi-
nent on social media this week in
describing Mrs. Checchio, her ac-
complishments and her fight against
her illness. An overriding theme was
a focus not on how she died, but

how she had lived her life—and
how she lived it well.

Elected to the township council
in 2014, she was a visible — and
smiling — presence at many town-
ship events, whether it was face-
painting the kids at the annual holi-
day celebration, planting flowers in
the downtown, promoting breast
cancer awareness or advocating for
senior citizens.

“Rose will be remembered fondly
for a very long time, hopefully eter-
nity,” said Mayor Smith on Mon-
day. “I always found her so alive
and filled with ideas to better the
town.” He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that, “the best part
of a council meeting was when I
looked at Rose at the end of the dais
and asked, ‘Councilwoman
Checchio, do we have a recreation

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPER HERO...Superman was a favorite costume in Sunday’s ninth annual
Fanwood Super Hero 5K and Family Fun Run. Wind chills around 40 degrees or
below made the runners eager to get started. The winner of the 5K was Rob Lynn
of Scotch Plains, dressed as Spiderman.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN HISTORY... The role of African-American soldiers
in America’s wars is explained at the Shady Rest Clubhouse in Scotch Plains last
weekend as part of Union County’s Four Centuries in a Weekend event.
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Council Candidates Discuss
Redevelopment and Other Issues

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The six can-
didates vying for three seats on the
township council agreed with each
other more than they disagreed at last
Thursday’s forum — except for how
fast downtown redevelopment should
proceed and how broad it should be.

Besides redevelopment issues, the
candidates in the November election
discussed topics ranging from afford-
able housing, shared services and cost

cutting, to programs for youth and
seniors, to county services, historic
homes, safer schools and the sewer
utility, to the recent racist graffiti inci-
dent at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Democrats Joshua Losardo, Roshan
White and Elizabeth Stamler and Re-
publicans Andrew Bondarowicz,
Sonali Dalvi and Jeff Kowalczyk all
expressed support for the downtown
redevelopment plan that was recently
approved by the council. That plan is
aimed at several township-owned
properties in the central business dis-
trict and will result in about 48,000
square feet of new retail and office
space, more than 1,400 new parking
spots and 177 new housing units, 35 of
which will be set aside as affordable-
housing units as part of the township’s
court settlement with builders.

Mr. Losardo called the plan “the
only good that’s come out of the af-
fordable-housing nightmare the courts
have burdened us with.” But he raised
several concerns, including parking,
overbuilding and the types of busi-
nesses that will come to Scotch Plains.
He also was worried about ensuring
that building heights are not too high
so that the township “stays a small
town like it is.” Mr. Losardo said he
likes the downtown “just the way it
is,” adding that while it “may need
sprucing up,” he does not want it to

“turn into a metropolis.”
Ms. Stamler urged that redevelop-

ment be done “slowly and correctly,”
and said avoiding five- and six-story
buildings was important to “preserve
the character” of the downtown. She
expressed hope that new businesses
will draw people in who will “spend
the afternoon here.” Mr. White ex-
pressed similar sentiments about over-
building, saying the goal should be to
“keep it as Scotch Plains, not a
Hoboken-type town.” He also favored
asking developers to contribute
money to provide township first re-
sponders with needed new equipment.

Mr. Bondarowicz, though, said the
downtown area “is the one area where
we do want to see density” because it
will help local businesses and increase
foot traffic. And he pointed out that the
council will first sign off on all rede-
velopment plans “before a shovel goes
into the ground.” Mrs. Dalvi said more
commercial property downtown will
expand ratables and thus lessen the
property-tax burden on resident prop-
erty owners. Mr. Kowalczyk vowed
the council would address any issues
that might arise as the redevelopment
process moves forward. He said it was
important to “keep our quaint look as
much as possible” and expressed sup-
port for adequate open space and a
new community center.

Rose Checchio

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A TOWN IN MOURNING...The seat of Scotch Plains Councilwoman Rose
Checchio is shown with a pink ribbon in her memory. She passed away on Sunday.

Rec. Commission Discusses
Halloween Parade, 5K Race

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion at Tuesday night’s recre-
ation commission meeting about the
upcoming Halloween festivities and
last weekend’s 5K race.

Chairman Joe Valente spoke about
the 5K race held last Sunday. This
was the ninth year the race was held.
He said that more than $13,500 was
raised before expenses, which ex-
ceeded last year’s proceeds. Many
individuals and families made online
donations in addition to the registra-
tion fees. About 100 people ran in the
Fun Run and 154 people finished the
5K race. The numbers were down a
bit from last year. Mr. Valente thinks
this was due to Sunday’s cold, windy
weather. He said he is thinking of
raising next year’s registration fees a
bit and expanding the race.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky spoke about the Hallow-
een festivities planned for Wednes-
day, October 31. A Harvest Witch
will be on hand to greet visitors on the
front lawn of the Fanwood Memorial
Library at 5 p.m. The annual Hallow-

een Parade will follow, with partici-
pants asked to assemble at the library
by 6 p.m. The parade will begin from
there at 6:15 p.m. and end at La
Grande Park. A costume contest and
a jack-o’-lantern contest will take
place at the park, and refreshments
will be served. The commission is
already planning the borough’s holi-
day celebration for Sunday, Decem-
ber 2, from 3 to 5 p.m.

Mr. Budiansky mentioned new up-
dates regarding the Forest Road Park
Master Plan. He said, “I recently spoke
with the project manager at CME
Associates. We are waiting for the
environmental impact statement to
be completed. This has to be done
because we received the (state) Green
Acres grant. This takes time, but it
will be completed by the end of the
month. If CME finds issues that need
remediation in the park, the borough
will have to address those problems
before moving forward. The environ-
mental impact statement looks at all
of Forest Road Park.”

Mr. Budiansky mentioned that he
and commission member Bruce

District Goals for 2018-2019
Presented at SP-F BOE Mtg.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A draft of the
2018-2019 goals for the school dis-
trict was presented at Thursday’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting.

Four areas were highlighted in the
goals presented in a handout distrib-
uted to attendees at the meeting. Goal
one is Health and Wellness for the
school community. Implementation
includes school safety team training
to support staff and partnering with
parent engagement in identifying cur-
rent initiatives that support health,
wellness and a safe school environ-
ment. The district also is reported as
recruiting and employing new staff to
support student mental health initia-
tives and expanding and maintaining
current district programs such as
Making Great Things Better, Garden
Lunch Bunch, Mindful Moments,
Health and Wellness Week and Say
Hello.

The district also is reported as con-
tinuing to support and maintain stu-
dent safety and wellness through its
ongoing collaboration with the Scotch
Plains Police Department’s Special
Law Enforcement Officer (SLEO)
Program.

Goal Two, Real World Connec-
tions Across the Curriculum, was de-
signed to increase students’ exposure
to design and engineering processes
by expanding Math Explorations and
other areas of the curriculum. This is
reported as being met by expanding
Math to include robotics in sixth
grade, revise Language Arts for kin-
dergarten through fifth grade, review
and revise the seventh-grade Tech
Ed, plan for dual enrollment with
Union County College Community-
Based Instruction and further arts in-
tegration into the Science Technol-
ogy Engineering Arts and Math

(STEAM) curriculum.
Goal Three for the district has been

reported as increasing Professional
Development. This was reported as
being done by generating a pilot pro-
gram for Mentor Teachers based on
the work with Kean University and
with the Plainfield Scotch Plains Fan-
wood Partnership, conducting writ-
ing workshop lessons, conducting
writing workshop lessons on move-
ment in the Fine Arts Classes for
Kinesthetic Learners and sending new
kindergarten teachers to the New Jer-
sey Kindergarten Entry Assessment
Training.

Goal Four is improving commu-
nity and parent engagement. This was
reported as being done by providing
administrators training in the effec-
tive use of social media, provide par-
ent workshops for social-emotional
learning, provide parent workshops
for preschool parents, implement a
means for parent feedback and pro-
vide parent workshops on navigating
Google Classroom, Powerschool and
Naviance and for English as a second
language parents.

In other business, Assistant Super-
intendent of Schools Joan Mast,
Ed.D., gave a report on the latest
Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers
(PARCC) results and what they mean
to the district.

According to the assessment, the
district has scored higher than the
national average and has scored in the
top percentage within Union County’s
20 other municipalities.

Assistant Superintendent Mast said
it was the fourth year that the PARCC
test had been given in the district and
further noted that only 82 of the
district’s 11th graders took the test
last year. She further stated that in
upcoming years, results from the
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