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LEADER IN MEXICO CITY...David Golush, right, of Westfield and David
Epstein of Scotch Plains visited The Teotihuacan Pyramids in Mexico City with
a copy of The Westfield Leader.
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LEADER IN LE MONT-SAINT-MICHEL...Tom and Gail Sloan of Westfield
recently visited Le Mont-Saint-Michel, an island and mainland commune in
Normandy, France, with a copy of The Westfield Leader. The island is located
about one kilometer off the country's northwestern coast, at the mouth of the
Couesnon River near Avranches and is seven hectares in area.

YELLOW BRICK ROAD...Flautist Brianna Brown, left, and Color Guard
Captain Matt Nicholls prepare to lead the Westfield High School marching band
along the yellow brick road.

Mr. Piarulli said the out-of-district
costs for the Garwood school district
for students whose needs could not be
met totaled $1.6 million this year. He
said the costs could increase dramati-
cally with student population changes.

“We must be prepared for that sce-
nario. We can’t just sit back and say we
hope they’re not commuters. We think
this, we hope that,” Mr. Piarulli said.

Mr. Connolly asked the candidates if
it was prudent to set aside a one-time
revenue source to not increase munici-
pal taxes this year instead of allocating
the money towards a “needed” fire
truck. Mr. Connolly said both parties
have taken credit for the “zero munici-
pal-tax increase” year or “flat-budget
year.”

Mr. Ince said the money could have
gone in another direction “possibly,”
but not having a municipal tax in-
crease “gave the residents a much-
needed financial break, one that it has
not had in many years.” He said the
fire truck is a concern which needs to
be addressed.

Mr. Benoit said he supports a zero-
tax increase year. “Going door-to-door,
residents are most concerned about
property taxes,” he stated. He said the
fire truck will be needed by Garwood
regardless.

Councilwoman Bianco said the cost
of the fire truck was more than the
one-time revenue source, which was
used to offset property taxes. She
pledged her support for the bipartisan
zero-tax increase.

Mr. Connolly asked if the shared-
service agreement with Fanwood is
working and “if it is not working, what
should we do about it?”

“No, it’s not working. We are hand-
ing them $42,000 a year to have the
superintendent’s name. We can have
our engineer as our (public works) su-
perintendent. We’re not using their stuff
as promised. They used our new gar-
bage truck at the Fanwood street fair,”
Mr. Piarulli said.

Mr. Benoit said he supports the cur-
rent shared-service agreement, stating
that the agreement gives the borough a
part-time public works superintendent,
not a full-time employee that would be
more costly.

“We have been able to do a lot with
it. We have saved a lot of money,” said
Mr. Benoit.

Ms. Bianco said if Fanwood is using
Garwood’s garbage truck, “why is
Plainfield’s garbage truck picking up
garbage in Garwood?”

Ms. Bianco questioned the cost of a
shared-service agreement with Fan-
wood versus other towns that pay less
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Garwood Cands. Forum
for the same type of shared-service
agreement.

“Shared services with Fanwood is
not the best thing for Garwood,” Ms.
Bianco said.

Mr. Ince said having an agreement
with Fanwood is beneficial for the bor-
ough. “To pay a full-time superinten-
dent would cost $75,000, not including
benefits. You’re looking at $100,000
for a full-time superintendent,” said
Mr. Ince.

Mr. Connolly asked the candidates
about what the borough should be do-
ing to plan for a borough-wide prop-
erty-tax re-evaluation.

Ms. Bianco noted that Roselle Park’s
property taxes doubled because of re-
evaluations. “When it comes, every-
body needs to be prepared. The amount
is up to the appraisers,” Ms. Bianco
said.

Mr. Ince said the re-evaluation pro-
cess is something every town must go
through and is mandated by the state.

Mr. Piarulli said Republican Coun-
cilwoman and mayoral candidate Ileen
Cuccaro and Ms. Bianco have helped
dozens of people appeal their current
property taxes and their expertise could
assist during re-evaluation time.

The candidates were asked how the
community space donated by the de-
veloper of the Paperboard property, to
be included within the site to be devel-
oped for 124 apartments, should be
designed, for what residents and what
events should take place there.

Mr. Ince said a town-hall meeting
could be held to see who is interested in
using the 4,000-square-foot space.

“Our council was able to negotiate a
good deal with Garden Homes (the
developer) on the Paperboard site. What
to use the space for? Make sure resi-
dents are engaged, providing ideas on
what they want there,” Mr. Benoit said.
He said the borough will be given
$150,000 to “outfit” the community
space.

Ms. Bianco said having the commu-
nity space designated for seniors only
would leave out children, while the
seniors have been neglected in the past
with other promised community spaces.

Mr. Ince said the community space
could be occupied by many different
community groups, at different times,
including Scout troops and seniors.

Next week’s mayoral candidates’
forum between Democratic Council-
woman Sara Todisco and Council-
woman Cuccaro was cancelled because
Councilwoman Cuccaro suffered a heart
attack a month ago. She said she is
doing better and is still seeking the
mayor’s office.

Lexington Avenue into the Indian Vil-
lage neighborhood across the street to
get to Raritan Road to avoid traffic at
the lighted intersection at Raritan Road
and Walnut Avenue, and further asked
why it was not considered in the study.

“It would be a handful of cars,” Mr.
Pehnke said.

“There is evidence of left turns to
Lexington and vice versa,” Mr. Pehnke
said.

Mr. Pehnke said cut-throughs into
the neighborhood and a lighted signal
placement could be explored during
the site plan phase should the planning
board approve the rezoning applica-
tion.

At the proposed intersection of
Behnert Place and Walnut Avenue, resi-
dent Maria Evaristo said, Behnert is not
wide enough to have two cars on the
road with cars parked on the street. She
also said in her own traffic count she
saw 15 cars in one minute exit Behnert
Place, while Langan’s report calculated
25 vehicles in an hour coming out of
Behnert.

At Lexington Avenue, 134 vehicles
exit Lexington onto Walnut Avenue in
the morning, and 70 in the evening, Mr.

Pehnke said.
Jim Burd, a former mayor of

Hopewell Township and president of
Citizens Improving Affordable Hous-
ing in New Jersey, attempted to speak
twice at the planning board meeting,
once during the question period and
once at the end during the general com-
ment period, and the board refused his
attempt to speak. He had attempted to
question testimony about FedEx lo-
cated on Route 130, but was not given
the chance to further speak. Mr. Pehnke
had testified that he had conducted a
traffic study for a project in Hamilton
for a hub for FedEx Ground and that he
“overestimated the traffic” projected.
He said he had done a count four to six
months after the project was built and
fully occupied because of another
project that was going to be built.

Resident David Pringle asked if the
impact to neighboring Clark and Cen-
tral Avenue that connects in Westfield
had been evaluated. Mr. Pehnke said he
had not evaluated it. Another resident,
Matthew Ryan, asked if the impact to
the mass transit system had been evalu-
ated, and it had not, Mr. Pehnke re-
sponded.

Garwood BOE Candidates
Discuss Issues at Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) hosted
a Garwood Board of Education
(BOE) Candidates’ Night last
Wednesday in Lincoln School’s caf-
eteria. Candidates responded to
questions asking the board mem-
bers why they want to be elected as
board members, how the school dis-
trict should prepare for a possible
student influx caused by the rede-
velopment projects, and how to in-
crease parental involvement.

Seeking BOE seats are current
board of education member Mary
Ann Kjetsaa and newcomers Denise
Ridente, Maureen Scepkowski,
Ralph Trentacosta and Joseph
Miceli.

“When our district faces chal-
lenging times after redevelopment.
I want to assure my voice is louder
than ever to make sure Lincoln
School remains top-notch,” Mr.
Trentacosta responded.

Mr. Trentacosta said he wants to
steward a successful district not only
for his own children, but all the
children in the community.

“Our children are our most prized
possessions. We send them to a place
where we want them to learn and
grow. They spend more time here
daily than they do with us,” said Ms.
Scepkowski, emphasizing the school
environment’s role in shaping child-
hood development.

Ms. Ridente said hearing first hand
from her children’s peers and her
children’s opinions about Lincoln
School had shaped her decision to
contribute to the board. She said
having her own children in the dis-
trict allows her to recognize the
board’s effectiveness or intended ef-
fectiveness pertaining to certain poli-
cies they have passed or will pass.

Mr. Miceli said children are is his
“passion.” Mr. Miceli stated that he
has worked in education for 37 years
as a teacher, principal and assistant
superintendent. Mr. Miceli said
though he does not have a child in the
district he wants to set policy and
monitor the school budget.

Ms. Kjetsaa said as an educator for
decades she has worked directly with
children and wants to continue better-
ing the school district.

 At the last board of education
meeting Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., said
Lincoln’s “community” makes the
district special, especially pertain-
ing to parental involvement in ex-
tracurricular activities and the need
for continued involvement.

On the issue of preparing for a
possible student influx from the re-

development projects in the bor-
ough, Mr. Trentacosta said a stu-
dent population increase will “even-
tually” happen and the board of
education, teachers and school ad-
ministrators should be prepared.

Ms. Scepkowski said she recalls
Superintendent Quigley describing
“four possible classrooms” that can
be created within Lincoln School.
She said the district should begin
strategizing on how to plan the ad-
ditional students.

Welcoming the new residents, in-
cluding potential volunteers to con-
tinue the “small-town” community
that exists is another priority, stated
Ms. Scepkowski.

Ms. Ridente said she wants to
advocate for the district regarding
how revenue will be allocated to the
district. Ms. Ridente said 95 per-
cent of redevelopment revenue will
go to the municipality and the
county.

Mr. Miceli said monitoring the
financial impact is important. An-
nually, the district spends $14,000
per out-of-district student costs (stu-
dents who are sent to other schools
besides Lincoln School). He said
that number could drastically in-
crease.

Candidates were asked, “How do
we increase parental involvement?”

Mr. Trentacosta said he noticed
the district having a “lack of social
media presence,” which “hinders”
parents staying updated on upcom-
ing activities or volunteer opportu-
nities. Mr. Trentacosta said he would
make sure parents remain notified
through social media outlets such
as public Facebook pages.

Ms. Scepkowski said a “strong
school needs strong parental sup-
port.” Ms. Scepkowski said she be-
lieves meetings are hard for many
parents to attend because they in-
terfere with dinner hours, family
life, and professional life. Ms.
Scepkowski stated a PTA subcom-
mittee could address these issues,
deriving new ways to keep parents
participating.

Ms. Kjetsaa said “food does bring
people in” and hosting open events
with incentives could bring parents
to new opportunities.

Ms. Ridente said parental involve-
ment in extracurricular activities
(non-Lincoln related) can be di-
rected via advertisements or word
of mouth towards Lincoln extracur-
ricular events.

Mr. Miceli said during his tenure
in education he remembers the prin-
cipal using direct contact with par-
ents to notify them or create intrigue
so the parents remain involved in
school events.
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Westfield Council
on the street. She said the town is
going to begin a neighborhood watch
group for various sections of town,
and has set up ward-specific Nixle
alerts in an effort to improve commu-
nication of safety concerns in the
wards.

She announced that applications
for volunteers to join the newly-
formed mental health commission
will be accepted through Friday,
November 2.

In a recent meeting with the new
president of Lord & Taylor, Vanessa
Lafebvre, Mayor Brindle said Ms.
Lafebvre said Lord & Taylor plans
to remain open in Westfield and is
“committed to Westfield more than
ever.” She noted the store may make
some changes with brands.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Terry
Quinn asked why the town recently
approved the hiring of a consultant
to assess the roadways in the town,
paying $40,000 of taxpayer dollars,
to make a determination of roads to
be paved. Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan, who had voted against the
move, had said some council mem-
bers had wanted a comprehensive
look at the town and its roadways,
further explaining that it is a differ-
ent process than how roads were
assessed by the in-house staff previ-
ously. Mayor Brindle said the con-
sultant can assess the roads objec-
tively, and provide an overview of
the entire town’s roads, which the
Department of Public Works (DPW)
and town engineer said they could
not provide. Ms. Neylan said the
DPW had objectively and transpar-
ently selected roads for the paving
schedule in the years past.

During the conference session held
prior to the official meeting,
Elizabethtown Gas gave a presenta-
tion to the governing body. Tina Early
of Elizabethtown Gas said the utility
is modernizing infrastructure pro-
grams to replace service lines with
plastic pipes and have elevated pres-
sure mains which work better with
high-efficiency appliances, Ms.
Early said.

The process would mean relocat-
ing the gas meters to the outside.
Then the gas company would send a
notification three weeks before the
main and service line replacement
project starts to everyone within 200
feet of the buffer area. The gas com-
pany has identified three project ar-
eas: Rahway Avenue phase two,
Minisink Way and Elm Street and
Forest and Edgewood Avenues.

Rahway Avenue Phase Two in-
cludes: Burgess Court, Cayuga Way,
Cherokee Court, Clifton Street, Dun-
ham Avenue, Faulkner Drive,
Genesee Trail, Landsdowne Avenue,
Midvale Way, Mohawk Trail,
Mohawk Way, Montauk Drive, Moss
Avenue, Oneida Drive, Otisco Drive,

Poe Avenue, Rahway Avenue,
Sandford Avenue, Summit Avenue
and Tice Place.

The Minisink Way and Elm Street
project includes: Barchester Way,
Burrington Gorge, Elm Street,
Lawrence Avenue, Lenape Trail,
Minisink Way, Munsee Way,
Naworth Pass, Ramapo Way,
Shawnee Pass, Sinclair Place,
Watchung Fork, Winchester Way and
Wyandotte Trail.

The Forest Avenue and Edgewood
Avenue project include: Birch Place,
Brightwood Avenue, Channing Av-
enue, Clark Street, Coleman Place,
Dudley Avenue, Eaglecroft Road,
Edgewood Avenue, Embree Court,
Embree Crescent, Forest Avenue,
Glen Avenue, Hanford Place,
Longfellow Avenue, North Avenue,
Seneca Place, Seneca Road and Short
Hills Court.

During public comment, Steven
Kelly of Fair Hill Drive said a new
home that was constructed at 73 Fair
Hill Drive two years ago had been
built with a deep basement and since
has caused the block’s street to flood
with water and sludge, and ices in
the winter, from the home’s sump
pump runoff that runs “24/7,” he
said. He said he and the neighbors
have notified the builder Ralph
Rapuano, the DPW and town engi-
neer, as well as Councilwoman Linda
Habgood, but the matter has yet to be
resolved. He called the issue “a ma-
jor safety hazard.” Ms. Habgood told
him, he said, that he and his neigh-
bors would have to pay the town to
reroute the drains to a new sewer
collection outlet should they wish to
have one to alleviate the flooding.
However, he said he does not feel
that should be at the expense of his
and his neighbors because the town’s
building inspector should never have
passed the basement inspection. “I
am a victim of circumstance,” Mr.
Kelly said.

“My assessment would have to go
up on my tax bill. I don’t agree with
that,” he further said. He said the
home that is responsible for the ex-
cess water has had its assessment
raised from $100,000 to $400,000.
“I don’t know how much more of an
assessment is needed to get this,”
Mr. Kelly said of getting the new
sewer outlet installed.
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Traffic Impacts of Rezoning
750 Walnut Avenue

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BATTLE OF SPANKTOWN....John Sileo, right, shows off his recreation of the
Battle of Spanktown to his son Chris who is a member of the Mountainside Rescue
Squad. The recreation of  the battle was featured at the Hetfield House in
Mountainside as part of Four Centuries  In A Weekend.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PIZZA ANYONE?...A Pizza Crow is one of the many scarecrows on display as
part of  the 11th annual Cranford Downtown Scarecrow Stroll. All are welcome
to downtown Cranford to check out over 100 scarecrows lining the streets and vote
for a favorite. The scarecrows are created by families, kids, groups, organizations,
classes, and businesses, and will be on display through the end of October.

Lazarow during his library subcom-
mittee report. Voting will be open
until tomorrow, October 26, stated
Mr. Lazarow. Voters can vote at the
library in person or on the library
Facebook page. The winners will be
announced on the same day.
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