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– Obituaries –
Hattie M. Harris

Dedicated Community Leader

Hattie M. Harris

Hattie M. Harris transitioned
peacefully from this life on Wednes-
day, October 3, 2018, in Pittsboro,
North Carolina. She was
the daughter of the late
Ada Jones Manley and
the late Luther Manley.
She was born on April 2,
1920 in Murfreesboro,
North Carolina.

She became a member
of the First Baptist Church
of Murfreesboro at an
early age. When she
moved to New Jersey, she
became a member of the
First Baptist Church of
Cranford, where she was
faithful for over 70 years.

She graduated from Waters Train-
ing High School in Winton, North
Carolina, and the Van De Vyver Busi-
ness School in Richmond, Virginia.

She worked as the office manager
for the YWCA for 25 years. She was
the secretary of her church for many
years and served on the Trustee Board
for 14 years.

Her volunteer work included Girl
Scout Leader, treasurer of the Westfield
Day Care Center, president of the

Westfield Negro History
Club, Board of Directors
of the YWCA, Board of
Directors of the Westfield
Community Center, and
secretary of the Dr. Martin
Luther King Association
of Westfield.

Hattie was prede-
ceased by her husband,
Rudolph Harris. Surviv-
ing are her daughters,
Patricia Walters (John)
and Delores Clark
(Raymond), and grand-
children, Jeremy Walters

and Brecklyn Walters. Her surviving
sibling is Thelma Bradley. She also
leaves many nieces and nephews,
especially beloved niece Peggy
Huddleston and nephew Eric
Hudson.

The family will hold a Celebration
of Life at a later date.
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Kathleen Capano Bekkers
Kathleen Capano Bekkers died

peacefully at home in Atlanta on
Saturday, October 6. The daughter
of Margaret and Edward Capano,
Kathleen was born on Staten Island
and raised in Westfield. She received
a bachelor’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Florida and a law degree
from the University of Notre Dame.
She was a law partner at the firm of
Alston and Bird in Atlanta until the
birth of her youngest daughter,
McKenna.

She is survived by her husband,

John; her daughters, Charlotte,
Annabel and McKenna; her father,
Edward; her sister, Elizabeth; broth-
ers, Christopher and John Emmett,
and sisters-in-law, Leslie and Jaime.

A Funeral Mass was celebrated at
noon on Friday, October 12, at the
Holy Trinity Church in Westfield.
She was buried at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield next to her mother.

Arrangements were by Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.
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‘Staying In Motion’ to Be
Senior Health Fair Theme

GARWOOD — The Senior Citi-
zens Council of Union County will
hold its 13th annual Health and
Lifestyle Fair on Tuesday, October
30. It will take place at The
Westwood, located at 438 North Av-
enue, Garwood.

In addition to providing attendees
with health screenings and a wide
range of information on health care
concerns and lifestyle issues such as
recreational programs and in-home
care, this year’s speakers panel will
address the theme “Staying In Mo-
tion.”

Doors for the health fair will open
at 9 a.m. with exhibits from service
companies and local and county
agencies and free on-site health
screenings. Flu shots also will be
available. A free continental break-
fast will be served followed by the
featured presentation at 10:15 a.m.

“As we get older, most of us are
faced with changes in our ability to
move around and remain flexible,”
said Ellen Steinberg, chairwoman of
the Union County Senior Council.
“Whether its surgery, medication,
therapy or general exercise, we need
to be aware of our options.”

The featured speakers will cover a
variety of topics from arthritis to
gels, injections and pain medications
to surgery and therapy and wellness

programs. After a presentation on
the various types of arthritis, Dr.
Richard Ryan will address gels and
injections and the impact of pain
meds. Attendees additionally will
hear from orthopedic surgeon Dr.
Mark Ghobrial of Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital-Rahway about the
pros and cons of joint replacement.
They will be followed by a Kean
University Occupational Clinic spe-
cialist who will discuss therapy and
rehab. The Y will then share infor-
mation about preventative measures
that can lessen loss of mobility.

From 9 a.m. to noon, attendees
also will be able to take advantage of
free on-site health screenings from
sponsor Trinitas Regional Medical
Center. Glucose testing will be avail-
able from Overlook Medical Center
and skin screenings by Empire. Flu
shots will be available as well.

The goal of the Union County Se-
nior Council Health Fair is to pro-
vide useful information that relates
to quality of life. Open to the public,
there is no charge for this program,
but it is requested that interested
persons RSVP. For more informa-
tion or to RSVP, call the Senior Coun-
cil at (908) 964-7555. The Union
County Senior Citizens Council is a
non-profit organization devoted to
living longer and living smarter.

Scotch Plains Library Lists
October Events For Teens

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
activities for youth set for October.

A College Essay Workshop will be
held this Saturday, October 20, at 2:30
p.m. Edie Scher will guide high-school
students through the process of writ-
ing memorable and impressive col-
lege essays. This program is limited to
those in grades 9 to 12. Registration is
required. To register, visit scotlib.org,
e-mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or visit
the Reference Desk.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood
cardholders ages 10 to 16 (or active
members of the United States Chess
Federation) are invited to participate
in the library’s chess club, led by in-
structor Errol Singh. It will meet next
on Wednesday, October 24, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required
and is limited to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood cardholders. To register, go
to wonderprep.com/chess_manager.
Space is limited. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204; e-mail library@scotlib.org or
visit the Reference Desk.

Above Grade Level of Union
County will offer a free proctored
ACT Practice Test at the library on
Saturday, October 27, at 9:15 a.m.
This test is being provided as a

community service with no obliga-
tion or solicitation. Advance regis-
tration is required and space is lim-
ited. To register or for more infor-
mation, contact Above Grade Level
directly at (908) 889-6396 or
gswitsky@abovegradelevel.com.
Registered test-takers should bring
pencils, erasers, a test-approved cal-
culator and a snack/drink (if de-
sired, during the break).

The Teen Anime Club will meet on
Monday, October 29, at 7 p.m., to ex-
plore manga, watch a new show, make
crafts and enjoy snacks. Registration is
required. This club is for teens in grades
6 to 12 only. To register, visit scotlib.org,
e-mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or visit
the Reference Desk.

The library will host a teen Hallow-
een Party on Wednesday, October 31,
at 6 p.m., for those in grades 5 to 12.
This free event will feature snacks,
games and movies. Attendees are in-
vited to wear their costumes for a chance
to win a best-dressed prize. Registra-
tion is required. For more information
and to register, visit scotlib.org or call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Library Events to Include
Music in Ads, Tragedy

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host “The
Persuasive Role of Music in Tele-
vision Commercials” and The
Spanish Tragedy. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

“The Persuasive Role of Music in
Television Commercials” will be
presented by Paul Christiansen,
Ph.D., musicologist and associate
professor of music at Seton Hall
University, on Monday, October 22,
at 7 p.m.

Professor Christiansen will discuss
how music in television commercials
is used to persuade consumers to buy
through powerful appeals to emo-
tion. He will analyze ads from the
1950s to the present day.

“Whether Pepsodent or Pepsi,
Kodak or Go Daddy, commercials
compete for your attention and
money,” he said. “Music is a cru-
cial but little understood element
of TV advertising.”

On Wednesday, October 24, at 7
p.m., The Hudson Shakespeare
Company will perform The Span-
ish Tragedy. Don Andrea, a soldier
slain in war, is sent to the under-
world. There he meets the spirit of
Revenge, who agrees to help him
get revenge for being wrongfully

slain. Thus begins a tale of murder
and death, passion and love. Thus
begins a tale of murder and death
— passion and love — a dark tale
perfect for the Halloween season.

Attendees must sign up for the
programs, which are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 44 li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are encouraged to check
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.

To register for either or both of
these programs, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or visit the library
for a copy  of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Drake House to Feature
N.J. Field Music Group

PLAINFIELD — The Historical
Society of Plainfield/Drake House Mu-
seum will participate in Union County’s
Four Centuries in a Weekend event
this Saturday and Sunday, October 20
and 21, from noon to 5 p.m.

On Saturday, the New Jersey Field
Music Group will perform fife and
drum dressed in authentic uniforms
of the Revolutionary War era. Weather
permitting, performances will be held
outside throughout the day. One of its
members, Erik Lichack, has re-
searched Revolutionary War military
music and was the main contributor
and co-author of “Military Music of
the American Revolution,” which is
used by the West Point Band and
various living-history groups.

“The Historical Society of
Plainfield is excited to have this mu-

sical addition to the Four Centuries
weekend festivities, and is very ap-
preciative of the award of a HEART
grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders in order to
bring this living history performance
to the Plainfield area residents,” said
Nancy Piwowar, president of the His-
torical Society of Plainfield.

This event is free, and chairs will be
available for seating outside. In case
of rain, the performances will be moved
inside to the second-floor ballroom.

The Drake House Museum is lo-
cated at 602 West Front Street,
Plainfield. Donations are always ap-
preciated. Onsite parking is avail-
able. For directions and more infor-
mation about the Drake House and
the Historical Society of Plainfield,
visit drakehouseplainfieldnj.org.

Book Illustrators to Visit
Library This Evening

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will welcome
book illustrators Stephen Gardner and
Dennis Dittrich, of New Jersey City
University (NJCU), tonight, Thurs-
day, October 18, at 7 p.m. They will
discuss the history and process of book
illustration, with sketches to go along
with the stories. Artist Mo Buckey, a
2018 NJCU alumna, will present her
design of a mock cover for one of the
Great American Read titles.

Mr. Gardner attended art school in
Cornwall, England, moving to New
York in 1989, where he joined the
Society of Illustrators. He has de-
signed hundreds of book covers. Af-
ter receiving his Master of Fine Arts,
he began teaching illustration. He
currently is working on art that cap-
tures his affection for old taverns

and bars. More information can be
found at gardnerillustration.com.

Mr. Dittrich, in addition to being an
associate professor of illustration at
NJCU, is a past president of the Soci-
ety of Illustrators and teaches The
History of American Illustration at
the Fashion Institute of Technology
in New York City. He presented a
program about World War I propa-
ganda illustration at the library last
year. More information about his art
can be found at dennisdittrich.com.

Ms. Buckey, a student of Mr.
Gardner and Mr. Dittrich, received
her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Illus-
tration from NJCU. Currently build-
ing her portfolio, with an emphasis
on humorous illustration, she hopes
to enter the world of book illustra-
tion. Interested persons can follow
her on Instagram @MoBuckey.

Programming for The Great
American Read is offered as part
of a grant from the American Li-
brary Association and PBS.

Registration is required for this
event. To register, visit scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org or call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.
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George P. Gross, 94, Exxon Retiree;
Active In Scouting, Historical Soc., SAR

George P. Gross

George Paul Gross, 94, of Chatham,
N.J., passed away on Saturday, Octo-
ber 13, 2018, in Summit, N.J.

George was born in Tarentum, Pa.,
to Howard and Clara
Gross on December 7,
1923. He grew up in
Winter Park, Fla. He
married Jane Lion on
April 17, 1953 in Short
Hills, N.J. He graduated
from Rollins College,
and received his Ph.D.
in Chemistry from
Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute (RPI). He was
a Research Associate for
Exxon Corp. for over 30
years, focusing on
cleaner burning fuels
and receiving patents for his work.
He was a Navy veteran of World War
II and served as a navigation officer
aboard the USS Topeka.

In his youth, George was active
as a Boy Scout, attending the first
National Jamboree and attaining the
Eagle Scout rank. He remained ac-
tive in Scouting with his sons, as a
leader in both Troops 71 and 77 in
Westfield. As a Scout leader, he
taught young men to become active
citizens who grew up to contribute
to their community and beyond.
George had a lifelong passion for

nature, and outdoor activities such
as bird watching and hiking.

He was a member of the Westfield
Historical Society and also active in

the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution (SAR).
George was also a long-
time communicant of St.
Paul’s Episcopal
Church.

George is survived by
his wife, Jane; son George
M. and wife Barbara Wil-
son; grandson David; son
William and wife Sara
Scully; granddaughter
Natalie; brother Leroy
and wife Annetta.

The family of George
wishes to extend our sin-

cere thanks to the staff at Overlook
Medical Center and Juniper Village
at Chatham.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be given to the Overlook Foun-
dation.

Funeral services will be held at
11 a.m. on Friday, October 19, at
St. Paul’s Church, with burial at
Fairview Cemetery.

Arrangements are by Gray Fu-
neral Home of Westfield. You may
go to grayfuneralhomes.com for
online condolences.
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COME VISIT US...Julia Skryha of the Westfield Service League Consignment
and Thrift shops assists Maria Freitag, a regular customer of the shops, on a recent
visit. The shops are open Tuesday through Saturday; money from proceeds goes
to non-profit organizations in Union County.

Westfield Service League
Shops Reopen For Business
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Service League’s Consignment and
Thrift Shops have reopened for
business for the 2018-2019 calen-
dar year.

“We are bursting at the seams
with merchandise thanks to our gen-
erous donors and committed con-
signors,” said League President
Kim Taylor. “In addition to finding
great deals, our customers help give
back to our community.”

Additionally this year, the shops
are now able to process credit card
payments; previously only cash and
checks were accepted.

“There are myriad ways you can
help us with our mission of ‘put-
ting used goods to good works’,”
Ms. Taylor said. “If you’re in the
process of moving or downsizing,
for example, please keep us in mind
for all of those items you no longer
have use for. Have brand-new items
that you’ve never used hanging in
your closet? Consign them with us.
And, of course, we’re always look-
ing to grow our membership.”

Due to limited space, the shops do
not accept furniture or large-scale
donations. A list of acceptable items
for each of the shops may be found at

thewestfieldserviceleague.org/
shops.

With the exception of a few paid
staff, the League Thrift and Con-
signment shops are run by volun-
teers who sort and stock merchan-
dise, maintain all operations and
determine grant recipients. In ad-
dition, League members volunteer
at Holy Trinity’s Food Pantry and
Mobile Meals of Westfield, located
at the First Baptist Church.

Each year, proceeds from the
sales of new and gently-used cloth-
ing, household and other items help
the League donate tens of thou-
sands of dollars to non-profit orga-
nizations in Westfield and greater
Union County. Although most
awards are considerably smaller,
the League donated $10,000 to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
last summer. To date, it has awarded
more than $2.8 million in grants.

Those interested in shopping, con-
signing, donating, volunteering or ap-
plying for a grant can find out more by
visiting thewestfieldserviceleague.org.
The shops, which are open Tuesday
through Saturday, are located at 114
Elmer Street (the blue house behind
Starbucks).


