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Our Grand Opening Continues 
With This Exclusive Offer!
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This County Record Keeping Mess
Begs Many Questions

Many readers are aware of legisla-
tion called the “Sunshine Laws” which
refer to the Open Public Meetings
Act and the Open Public Records
Act. Intended to pull up the shades
shrouding government activities, the
laws were intended to enable the citi-
zenry to learn how laws are formu-
lated and how their hard earned tax
dollars are spent. Unfortunately some-
times jumping thru hoops is neces-
sary to obtain even the simplest bits
of information as some bodies have
been known to be reluctant to allow a
light to shine on their activities. This
is not to say that they are deliberately
hiding anything, but rather are cava-
lier regarding record keeping and who
deserves to learn in an expeditious
manner what is going on in town hall
or at the county seat.

Stated in N.J. S.A. – 10:4-14 Min-
utes of meetings availability to public
reads as follows: Each public body
shall keep reasonably comprehensive
minutes of all its meetings showing
the time and place, the members
present, the subjects considered, the
actions taken, the vote of each mem-
ber and any other information re-
quired to be shown in the minutes by
law, which shall be “promptly” avail-
able to the public.

The statute does not define exactly
the length of time that “promptly”
denotes. The courts have stated that it
generally requires that the minutes be
made available as soon after the meet-
ing that it takes to prepare them, even
though perhaps they have not yet been
approved. If they are released prior to
approval it should be noted on the top
that they are subject to change or
modification by the public body at
the next meeting.

Back on July 26, 2018, I lamented
that the Board of Chosen Freeholders
had not posted their meeting minutes
on their website since March of 2017,
a period of 1-1/2 years. Then lo and
behold minutes from March 2, 2017
thru December 21, 2017 were ap-
proved by the board at the August 8
meeting and promptly posted to the
county website. That left seven months
of minutes which were still not posted.
Digging back a little further I discov-
ered that as far back as October 2016
through Dec. 2016 no minutes were
ever offered for approval by the board.

The situation was even worse than
I thought: approval of minutes not
listed on meeting agendas, meeting
minutes not approved and minutes
not made public/posted. These omis-
sions suggest that the board has not
been transparent in their activities for
an extended period of time. It should
be noted that frequently items are

added to a meeting when not appear-
ing on an agenda.

At the Freeholder meeting this week
on October 11 they finally approved
the minutes from January 2018 thru
May 2018. Still not approved or
posted are those of this past June thru
the present. I made an inquiry during
the public portion of the meeting as to
why this situation was allowed to
occur and the response from the Chair-
man was that the issue was addressed.
I pushed further pointing out that this
was a violation of the Sunshine Laws
and that a complaint could be filed,
but I decided to make an inquiry at the
meeting instead. I stated that it was
not acceptable and again asked what
happened. More fancy foot work tell-
ing me that it was addressed and the
rest would be approved at the next
meeting and then posted. Immedi-
ately following the meeting I was
approached by both the County Man-
ager and the Clerk of the Board who
assured me that the situation was be-
ing handled and an OPRA request for
minutes I had submitted along with a
few documents would be filled ASAP,
I also received a follow-up phone call
and email from the Clerk the next day.

Who let this very sloppy house-
keeping slip by? I sat and looked at
the board marveling that this situa-
tion was overlooked for almost two
years. How many people were asleep
at the switch? Was it the Board of
Chosen Freeholders, County Man-
ager, Clerk of the Board, County
Counsel, the clerical staff who copy
and distribute the agendas at the meet-
ings? This record-keeping mess begs
the question of what other procedural
requirements have put the county
administration and its residents dan-
gerously close to a litigious situation.
The Sunshine Laws have been en-
acted for a reason and should never
be taken lightly by those in positions
of governmental responsibility this
sort of careless is not acceptable.

Please visit the facebook page of
Quattrocchi, Sarno and Kane
@UCNJGOP2018 and vote Repub-
lican on November 6.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Clark
GOP Candidate for UC Freeholder

Letters to the Editor
Be Sure To Have Your Voice Heard On

Election Day For Garwood
All elections are important for so

many reasons, and this General Elec-
tion is no different. The outcome will
not only change the course of
Garwood, but also the political cli-
mate of our country.

The leadership of Todisco, Benoit
and Ince brings with it a promise for
more open communication, more town
hall meetings, and transparency in all
aspects of government. It is up to you,
the voter, to ensure that this gets done.
Major topics of Garwood’s near future
include redevelopment projects and
the state-mandated property revalua-
tion. Good government is built on
open communication and honest inter-
action with the residents, and these
major undertakings are very impor-
tant to Garwood’s well-being. Being
involved in politics is a long hard road,
and requires the stamina, discipline,
and understanding to make difficult
decisions, not all of which are popular,
but are always in the best interest of
Garwood as a whole. It is a daunting
task for anyone to undertake.

Garwood’s Democratic Party is
united with common purpose, com-
mon goals, and common aspirations.
However, it is about much more than
Party, but rather about vision and
issues. They care for our town and
will work hard for you, the residents
of Garwood. Garwood deserves noth-
ing less than our best.

With that said, I strongly encourage
all registered voters to get out to vote
on Tuesday, November 6. Polls are
open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. In case you
are not aware, the front of your Sample
Ballot will indicate which polling place
you are assigned to. You can also vote
now, instead of waiting for November
6, at the Offices of the County Clerk on
North Avenue, across from the
Westfield Diner.

We must look forward to the future
of Garwood with great optimism. Be
sure to have your voice heard on
Election Day!

Charles Lombardo
Mayor of Garwood

Talk About Incivility!
Clinton, Booker, and Schumer

“You cannot be civil with a political
party that wants to destroy what you stand
for, what you care about. That’s why I
believe, if we are fortunate enough to win
back the House and/or the Senate, that’s
when civility will start again.” Hillary
Clinton, CNN’s Çhristiane Amanpour,
October 9, 2018.

Senator Booker, “Go to the hill today.
Please, get up in the face of some con-
gress people.” (Senator Paul, “When
people like Corry Booker says ‘get up in
their face’…he may think that’s okay, but
what he doesn’t realize is that for every
1,000 persons who want to get up in your
face, one of them is unstable enough to
commit violence.”)

Senate Minority Leader Schumer, “I
will oppose him (Kavanaugh) with every
thing I’ve got.” Former United States
Attorney General Holder, “When they go
low, we kick ‘em…we’ve got to be tough.”

Ariel Dumas a writer for “The Late
Show With Stephen Colbert” tweeted,
“Whatever happens, I’m just glad we
ruined Brett Kavanaugh’s life.”

Jimmy Kimmel attacked Donald
Trump, Jr. for criticizing Dr. Christine
Blassey Ford by branding him “a dull-
witted human canker sore who shoots
baby hippos out of Daddy’s helicopter
because it’s the only way you can get an
erection!” Kimmel, “So Kavanaugh gets
confirmed to the Supreme Court, OK?
Well, in return we get to cut that pesky
*^$xx of his off in front of everyone!”
Bill Maher said Senator Graham was
missing “the stabilizing influence of his
dead boyfriend (Senator John McCain)
and is “familiar with the back door!”
Samantha Bee, “I just really hope Mitch
McConnell has diarrhea today.” (Time

opined, “For the most part, late-night
didn’t do a terrible job with Kavanuagh”
with “the humor we so badly needed.”)

Protestors stormed the Supreme Court
building as if it were the Bastille, banged
on the doors, and tried to pry them open.
Protestors disrupted the Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing on the Kavanaugh
nomination and the Senate as Senators
voted on his confirmation.

Senator Flake, Judge Kavanaugh and
his family, and Dr. Ford received death
threats. Protestors accosted Senators
Collins, Flake, Hatch, Manchin, Paul,
Purdue, and Cruz!

None of this conduct is or should be
guaranteed by the First Amendment.

Clinton, Booker, Schumer, Holder,
Dumas, and Kimmel should listen to Vice-
President Pence! “We cannot do democ-
racy without a heavy dose of civility.”
And read George Washington’s “Rules
of Civility and Decent Behavior in Com-
pany and Conversation.” Rule 1: “Every
action done in company ought to be with
some sign of respect, to those that are
present.” Rule 42: “Let thy ceremonies in
courtesy be proper to the dignity of his
place with whom thou converses….” Rule
49: “Use no reproachful language against
any one neither curse nor revile.”

These are perilous times for our be-
loved country. Not since the days of the
Civil War has such a concerted effort
been made to divide the country!

There is no just cause that democracy
and the American legal system in their
wisdom cannot handle! But America must
never cater to bullies.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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Westfield Mayor Brindle Provides
Burglaries Update, Nixle Plan

As many of you know, Westfield
has experienced a recent spate of
home and vehicle burglaries, and it is
of course understandable that affected
and nearby residents are upset by
these crimes. While many are right-
fully alarmed that some of these bur-
glaries happened while people were
in their homes, they aren’t indicative
of a larger crime wave happening in
our town based upon these facts: In
2017, there were 16 residential bur-
glaries in Westfield; year-to-date in
2018, there have been 10. And while
these numbers show the trend is simi-
lar for home burglaries year over year,
we do know that the vehicular bur-
glaries have increased significantly.

Nobody deserves to feel unsafe in
their own homes, and nobody de-
serves the violation of having any-
thing stolen. Following our discus-
sion at the October 9 Town Council
meeting, I wanted to follow up and
address some of the key concerns I
have heard.

1) Crime prevention is a partner-
ship: Yes, we must all take common
sense measures to protect our homes
and vehicles, like locking doors/win-
dows/garages and reconsidering hide-
a-keys. But as we’ve seen, even these
steps are not always enough to pre-
vent crime. While residents do their
part, the Westfield Police Department
is diligently working in parallel with
increased patrolling in recently af-
fected areas, as well as the aggressive
pursuit of all leads in the investiga-
tion of these cases. If you see any-
thing suspicious in your neighbor-
hood, please notify the police imme-
diately at (908) 789-4000.

2) Communication is key: We heard
from several residents that they would
like to be notified about crimes af-
fecting their neighborhoods more
quickly. We will be using Nixle for
this purpose, and have re-formatted
this service to be broken down in a
more localized manner, so that resi-
dents can subscribe to updates spe-
cific to their ward from this point
forward. In order to do so, you must
text the following keyword for your
respective ward to 888777:

07090WARD1
07090WARD2
07090WARD3
07090WARD4
If you are unsure in which ward you

reside, please refer to the Town map
on our website (https://bit.ly/
2ywLOWp). At this time, we are only

able to offer ward-segmented Nixle
alerts via text, and not by email.

Note that, if you had a previous
registration with Nixle to receive
town-wide information, that will re-
main in place unless you unsubscribe
from that registration. You may cer-
tainly opt to keep both if you’d like.
We believe that segmenting the Nixle
alerts in this manner is beneficial not
only for crime prevention/awareness
purposes, but also for other needs
going forward such as road closures
and more localized events. In addi-
tion to Nixle, keep in mind that other
information channels are available to
you, such as the Facebook pages for
both the Town of Westfield and the
Westfield Police Department. In fact,
the WPD has just launched a social
media campaign called 9 p.m.routine,
which reminds everyone nightly to
lock their homes and vehicles as a
matter of routine. Other residential
apps like NextDoor and Neighbors
by Ring are additional tools that can
help us all communicate more effec-
tively, knowing that it will take a
combination of efforts for optimal
communication both among neigh-
bors, and between residents and the
Town.

3) Community updates: There was
also discussion at our Town Council
meeting about gathering concerned
residents to meet with myself, Acting
Chief Battiloro and Town Council
members to collaborate on other ideas
of mutual interest. Ward 1 organized
a neighborhood meeting, and I’d cer-
tainly welcome other wards to gather
for similar purposes. Please contact
your Town Council representatives
directly for more information on that
front: https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
towncouncil

I have lived in this town for 24
years, and of course I want everyone
to feel safe in this wonderful place we
all call home. The reality is that crime
has no borders, and while eye open-
ing, these recent incidents are not
exclusive to Westfield. That said, I
remain committed to working together
with the community to ensuring we
take the necessary steps to keep crime
prevention, communication and part-
nership moving forward to address
this issue. Thank you,

Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle
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