
Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 59th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 42-2018 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, October 18, 2018

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 18
Community ... 6-8, 18
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-17
Real Estate .... 11-20
Classifieds ..... 17
A&E .............. 19-20

WESTFIELD
WEST

Westfield West Office • 600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908.233.0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com
#600NORTH©  2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are 

registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 10/18

Congratulations to the Top Producers of the Month!

 Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate
Top Listings

C. 908.578.3812 

The Deborah 
Citarella Team
Sales Associates

Top Team
C. 908.577.0977

Sharon Steele
Sales Associate

Top Sales
C. 908.447.3579

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY FOR P.I.N.K...A little rain did not dampen the enthusiasm during Saturday’s Play for P.I.N.K. Walk for breast
cancer research at the Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.  P.I.N.K. stands for Prevention, Immediate
diagnosis, New technology, and Knowledge.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVEMENT AGAINST CANCER...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s Stu-
dent Movement Against Cancer took part in Saturday’s Play for P.I.N.K. Walk
in Scotch Plains, benefiting breast cancer research.

Redevelopment Documents
Expected In Coming Weeks

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Downtown
redevelopment officials hope to
have bid documents ready to be
sent to potential developers by the
end of this month or early Novem-
ber.

At last week’s downtown redevel-
opment committee meeting, Mayor
Alexander Smith expressed his hope
that the Request-for-Proposals (RFP)
and Request-for-Qualifications
(RFQ) process will create a “design
competition” that will lead to a vari-
ety of ideas from developers for rede-
veloping municipal properties in the
central business district. He said the
township council “made history” last
month when, “after 34 years, we en-
dorsed a downtown redevelopment
plan” the mayor hopes will revitalize
the downtown and make it more vi-
brant.

The plan centers on the town-
ship-owned properties where the
municipal building, the firehouse
and the library are located, as well
as the parking lots adjacent to the
municipal building and library,
behind the stores that front Park
Avenue and the parking lot behind
the row of businesses on East Sec-
ond Street adjacent to the CVS
drug store.

The effort will result in about
48,000 square feet of new retail and
office space, more than 1,400 new
parking spots and 177 new housing
units, 35 of which will be set aside as
affordable-housing units as part of
the township’s court settlement with
builders.

Thomas Strowe, the township’s
redevelopment coordinator, said the
committee was working “as dili-
gently and quickly as possible” to
get the RFP and RFQ documents
ready. Given the large area slated for

redevelopment — about 8.2 acres —
he said township officials “want to
make sure this is done as correctly
and accurately as possible.” He said
a meeting between the committee
and interested developers will be
held before formal proposals are due
sometime in late January or early
February.

The initial round of proposals will
be evaluated by township profession-
als before being winnowed down to
perhaps 10 that will then be examined
by a subcommittee of the redevelop-
ment committee. Those 10 will be
narrowed to a final five that will then
be evaluated by the full committee
before one is selected and forwarded
to the township council for its ap-
proval.

In other business, Mayor Smith
said that Union County officials “feel
confident that we have a case to
make” to state transportation offi-
cials for rerouting some of the heavy
traffic from Park Avenue to Terrill
Road. A county traffic study found
there are three times as many ve-
hicular accidents on Park Avenue as
there are on Terrill Road. Any dis-
cussions of traffic rerouting will have
to include representatives from
Fanwood, Watchung and Plainfield,
the mayor added.

The mayor also said the county
looks to move forward on some type
of county jitney service and is look-
ing at several companies to provide
the service. Additionally, he said
Scotch Plains appears to qualify for a
recently-enacted state tax credit to
help towns turn underutilized park-
ing lots into more efficient parking
structures.

The mayor and others have repeat-
edly called parking “key” to a suc-
cessful redevelopment effort, and sev-
eral new parking structures are
planned as part of the effort.

Council Approves Housing, Fair
Share Plan for Master Plan

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In advance of
a December compliance hearing per-
taining to the township’s affordable-
housing settlement, the township
council on Tuesday gave its formal
approval to an amendment to the
township’s master plan by backing a
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan.

The council’s unanimous vote came
after professional Planner Katherine
O’Kane of Harbor Consultants sum-
marized the township’s affordable-

housing obligations that were set out
in the court-approved settlement with
developers earlier this year and re-
viewed the various sites where hous-
ing will be developed. She also listed
a number of ordinances that the coun-
cil will need to adopt, including one
that, in essence, will codify the af-
fordable-housing obligations, as well
as ordinances pertaining to proper
marketing of the affordable units and
development fees.

Robert Renaud, who is advising
the township on its affordable-hous-
ing issues, said the affordable-hous-
ing ordinance will incorporate all the
affordability regulations in the Fair
Share Plan and the court settlement.
He said the aim of the December 12
hearing will be to give the court a
projection of when the ordinances
and other tasks will be completed.

Mayor Alexander Smith again
urged that affordable-housing mat-
ters be taken “out of the courts and
into the Legislature,” and urged resi-
dents to contact their representatives
in Trenton to avoid further court-
imposed housing obligations in fu-
ture years.

In other business, the council had
no objections to a proposal to sell a
township-owned parcel of land at the
corner of Hetfield Avenue and
Princeton Avenue, a 40-foot by 100-
foot lot that is too small for a new
dwelling, according to Township At-
torney William Robertson, who said
the township was approached about
the land by an adjacent property
owner. He also recommended includ-
ing a restriction to prevent subdivid-
ing the newly combined lot in the
future.

The council also approved a reso-
lution extending the shared-service
agreement with the Plainfield Mu-
nicipal Utilities Authority for refuse
collection and disposal services
through October 1, 2019. The gov-
erning body also awarded a contract
not to exceed $46,488 to Ralph
Checchio, Inc. for entrance improve-
ments of the Shady Rest clubhouse at
Scotch Hills Country Club.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Smith read a proclamation declaring
October as Breast Cancer Awareness
Month and Friday, October 19, as
National Mammography Day.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
POETRY SERIES MARKS 20TH YEAR… Fanwood poet laureate Adele Kenny,
center, and Cultural Arts Poetry Director Tom Plante receive a proclamation
celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Fanwood Poetry Series at Monday’s
borough council meeting. The Fanwood Poetry Series has gained national recog-
nition with poets being published in various journals. They are having a party on
Thursday, November 8, at 8 p.m., at the Carriage House to mark the occasion.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District Holds Candidates’ Night

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Four candi-
dates vying for three available seats
on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education participated in a candi-
dates’ night Tuesday evening that was
hosted by the Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) Council and executed
by the League of Women Voters of
New Jersey (LWVNJ). Susan Ferris
Rights was the moderator.

New to the board of education elec-
tion process, candidate Alfonse Akins,
who has been a Scotch Plains resident
for the last eight years with his wife,
stated that his daughter recently gradu-
ated from the high school and that his
son attended Terrill Middle School. In
his biography, he stated, “I have al-

ways looked for ways to give back to
this community. This is another great
opportunity to continue using my tal-
ents to help our community.”

During the question-and-answer pe-
riod, Mr. Akins stated that he was not
presently happy with the district’s bud-
get process and that he looked to make
improvements in that area, along with
wanting to make the teachers happy
and wanting to connect more with the
parents of the community. He stated
that there were many parents who were
not happy with the district, including
himself, and that there were some par-
ents who came to board of education
meetings to discuss their grievances,
but that there were many others who
have not come forward. He also stated
that he is not on any social media

except for LinkedIn.
Mr. Akins stated that he is dis-

pleased with the number of guidance
counselors in the high school and
argued that students are not getting
the proper services from counselors
because there are not enough staffed.
He stated that he had researched the
numbers and found there to be 267
students per counselor.

Mr. Akins is a graduate of Pace
University and a Certified Public
Accountant (CPA). He served as a
commissioner and vice-chairman for
the Scotch Plains Parks and Recre-
ation Commission, a member of the
Frazee House Restoration Commis-
sion, has been a recreation basketball
coach and founded the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Chess Club.

Incumbent Deb Brody is a gradu-
ate of Kean University with an under-
graduate degree in accounting, a
master’s in accounting and a master’s
in management systems. She has held
many treasury seats within the
district’s PTA councils and was the
president of the PTA for Coles, Terrill
Middle School and for the high school.

Ms. Brody has four children, rang-
ing from ages 22 to 30, and stated that
three of them went through the
district’s schools since preschool.

She said she is proud to have been
part of the board of education for the
last two-and-a-half years, and noted
that the board was put in place to
oversee policies and district improve-
ments and not to “micromanage”
district employees.

Ms. Brody stated that she also is
proud of all of the maintenance im-
provements that had been made in the
last few years using money that was
already within the district’s budget.
She noted that recently there has been
some counseling staff who were added
and safety personnel.

 “I have volunteered in the school
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Student-Led Rally Addresses
Racist Graffiti At SPFHS

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Students,
community leaders and about 200
residents crowded the auditorium
Tuesday night at Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School (SPFHS) to ad-
dress issues related to the spray-paint-
ing of racist and anti-Semitic graffiti
at the high school two weekends ago.

The event, planned and organized
by student leaders at the school, was
attended by Scotch Plains Mayor
Alexander Smith, Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes, Scotch
Plains Police Chief Ted Conley, Fan-
wood Police Chief Richard Trigo and
a representative from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office. Saying
that while race relations and racial
tolerance have progressed in the past
several decades, SPFHS Principal
David Heisey said the graffiti inci-
dent showed that, “it’s an area that
needs continued focus and attention.”

Nine speakers offered comments
about the incident, as well as their
personal experiences. Michael Dieu,

president of the high school’s senior
class, said he was “horrified and dis-
gusted” at the graffiti, and said one of
his first thoughts was to wonder why
it happened. Saying that “we can’t
sweep these incidents under the rug,”
he called for increased dialogue as
part of an effort to educate people. He
concluded by saying, to applause,
that “we do not accept hate.”

Arthur Worrell, president of the
high school’s Black Student Union,
spoke of several instances where he
was made to feel uncomfortable by
language used by teachers and peers.
“But I remain hopeful,” he declared,
saying that the cure for incidents like
the graffiti is “tolerance,” which he
said can be achieved through educa-
tion and understanding. Melinda
Poku, the group’s vice-president, la-
mented the public use of a well-known
racial epithet that she has witnessed.

Wayne Mallette, supervisor of fine
and performing arts at the high school,
urged people to “engage with some-
one from a different race and a differ-
ent religion” and expressed the hope

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
UNITED COMMUNITY...The Fanwood Borough Council on Monday night
condemned the racist graffiti that appeared on the exterior of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) two weekends ago. As police continue to search
for the offenders, Mayor Colleen Mahr and the council joined those in the
audience in a photo supporting SPFHS students’ slide show to be displayed at
Tuesday night’s assembly at the high school designed to bring the community
together. Council members Anthony Carter and Erin McElroy Barker spoke
eloquently about facing racism head on while continuing to be inclusive and
accepting of all residents.
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