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Former Pet Store/House to
Be Office/Two-Family Home

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A two-family home
and office conversion was approved,
7 to 1, by the planning board last
Wednesday for a home located at 208
North Avenue West. The property is
situated next to the former King
Farms, at the corner of Orchard Street
and North Avenue, that was converted
recently to an apartment.

The owner of that corner property,
Deborah De Cotiis, had voiced her
opposition to a new parking area that
would border the property because the
noise and exhaust fumes would im-
pose on the small backyard space and
would be near the bedroom windows.

The parking required a design
waiver from the board because the
zone considers that proposed parking
area, while on the side of the house, a
front yard because it is along Orchard
Street, and the zone only allows park-
ing situated behind the home. Park-
ing is planned to be situated behind
the property and on the two sides of
the home.

The applicant, Peter Gensicke, a
CPA who purchased the property in
January 2018, agreed to a compro-
mise where one of the two parking
spaces in the area bordering the former
King Farms would be moved else-
where on the property, and landscap-
ing would be added.

Seven parking spaces are required
per the zoning requirements, and so
added parking was necessary to meet
the requirements. Each dwelling unit

would have two parking spaces, which
is in line with the zoning requirement,
said the applicant’s engineer Anthony
Gallerano of Harbor Consultants.

A seepage pit will be incorporated
to take in stormwater associated with
the increased impervious surface cre-
ated by the additional asphalt areas
for parking, Mr. Gallerano noted.

The idea of using on-street parking
on Orchard Street and Holly Street
was proposed by resident Rita
LaBrutto in order to do away with the
added parking spaces Ms. De Cotiis
was opposed to.

The applicant has recently opened
an accounting office at the rear of the
house, in the space where Just for
Pooches had operated their retail pet
store. The office is closed off from the
residential units planned for the house.
The two-family house would include
a one-bedroom unit and a two-bed-
room unit, as shown in the drawings
presented by architect Ron Meeks.

Also, the residential component
meets all conditional use require-
ments, so it is considered a permitted
use, Mr. Gallerano said. He said
Cranford’s master plan calls for this
area to be called an Office Residen-
tial Character zone and two-family
home and office is permitted.

Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr. was the
sole dissenting vote. He had asked a
question to Mr. Gallerano if the mas-
ter plan had intended for the zone to
allow both a two-family and a busi-
ness on one property. “Is it one, or the
other?” he asked.

Arrests Made In Murder Of
SPFHS’ Summer Robinson

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The suspect
wanted in the August 13 murder of a
2016 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) graduate in Raleigh,
N.C. has been arrested in New York,
according to news reports.

Laquan Leon Williams, 27, was
arrested on September 18 for the stab-
bing death of Summer Robinson, 19.
The victim is a former member of the
College of Wooster women’s track
team in Ohio.

According to the Raleigh, N.C.
News & Observer report, Williams
jumped through the window of Ms.
Robinson’s parked car on the 2400
block of Skycrest Road and fatally
stabbed Ms. Robinson several times
on August 13. Ms. Robinson had
driven to the area to meet a friend
when she encountered Williams who
walked up to her vehicle while she
was in the driver’s seat. The two had
argued briefly prior to the stabbing,
police told the newspaper.

“The victim fell out of her car and
stumbled several feet before falling
into the street, where she died,” ac-
cording to a Raleigh, NC News &
Observer report.

Despite the efforts of several Good
Samaritans to save her, Ms. Robinson
passed away from her injuries.

Williams fled the scene on foot,
according to news reports. Police ar-
rested a Raleigh man, Hillary Deon
Croom, 29, who they say helped Wil-
liams get away. He faces a felony
charge of being an accessory to mur-
der, according to the report.

Williams and Ms. Robinson were in
a relationship, but the relationship had
become strained, and Williams had
stalked Ms. Robinson both physically
and online, according to news reports.

The victim, who died just four days
short of her 20th birthday, was a mem-
ber of Wooster’s track and field team

Summer Robinson
for the 2016-2017 academic year.
Ms. Robinson withdrew from the col-
lege in the summer of 2017.

Ms. Robinson and her mother had
moved to North Carolina after she
graduated SPFHS.

Ms. Robinson had a brief but
memorable stay in Scotch Plains af-
ter moving to the township from Ohio
prior to her sophomore year at SPFHS.
She starred on the Raider track team
for three years and was a member of
the winter and spring track and field
teams during that time. She also was
a cheerleader and a gymnast.

Some of her athletic accomplish-
ments at SPFHS were: 2016 NJSIAA
North II Group III State Sectional
indoor high jump champion; 2016
Union County Conference Watchung
Division high jump champion; 2015
Union County Conference Watchung
Division triple jump champion;
SPFHS School record holder, triple
jump (37 feet, 6 inches), and 2016
NJSIAA Meet of Champions quali-
fier, triple jump.

Ms. Robinson also anchored the
girls shuttle hurdle relay team at New
Balance Nationals in June of 2016.

Services for Ms. Robinson were
held August 25 at Thompson, Hall
and Jordan Funeral Home in Forest
Park, Ohio.

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD HISTORY...Local architect Greg Blasi explains
the  architecture of Arcanum Hall as part of Saturday’s historic architecture
walking tour in downtown Westfield. Proceeds from the tickets benefit the
Westfield Historical Society.

the district’s financial stability are
strengths. The group also listed having
air-conditioned rooms as a strength/
accomplishment for the school.

When a school building exceeds 90
degrees Fahrenheit, the school must
dismiss its students, said Ms. Quigley,
and with air conditioning, the district
does not have to “cut corners” with
curriculum from early dismissals dur-
ing the spring or fall months.

The Yellow Dot Group believes the
possible negative impact new housing
developments in Garwood will have on
class size and technology upgrades re-
main important challenges for consid-
eration for the district. The group sug-
gested adding higher-level classes for
advanced students and an additional
bus for student commuting.

The Black Dot Group stated that the
numerous available after-school clubs
or programs develop Lincoln School
students into well-rounded individuals.
The group stated that keeping parents
involved via social media outreach is
significant. Group members said teach-
ers “wearing many hats” can be consid-
ered a limited resource or an area worth
revisiting. They also said that the in-
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Garwood Strategic Plan
strumental music program must be bet-
ter established.

The Blue Dot Group found that the
district prepares students well for their
continued academic success at Arthur
L. Johnson High School and UCVTS.
The group stated that some challenges
in upcoming years will be maintaining
facilities while facing an uncertain or
unknown student population.

The Green Dot Group deemed the
special-education program a district
strength. The group stated that a chal-
lenge area is developing co-curricular
experiences with the outside commu-
nity including the arts, science and fi-
nance. Extracurricular activities with
Clark students, including dances or other
offerings, could be developed, stated
Superintendent Quigley as she noted
other Green Dot Group consideration
or challenge topics.

The next strategic planning meeting,
held October 9 , was to continue to help
the district synthesize “a shared vision”
incorporating public input and educa-
tor input, stated the superintendent.

“We will talk about our aspirations
and expectations for our students and
school district,” she said.

LOCAL HEROES...A Life Saving Award was presented to Garwood Police Chief
James Wright, far right, and Patrolman George Suggs, far left, for their efforts to
save the life of James Langston, who had fallen unconscious. The Langston Family
stands with Chief Wright and Officer Suggs at the council meeting Tuesday.

Garwood Police Personnel
Receive Valor Awards

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Police Chief James
Wright honored 14 Garwood officers
and emergency dispatchers with the
first “Valor Awards” since 2012 at
Tuesday’s borough council meeting.
Valor awards are honors given to pub-
lic safety officials who have exhib-
ited bravery while ensuring public
safety during situations calling for
the highest service level.

“The police department takes them
(Valor Awards) very seriously.
They’re awards meriting the acco-
lades bestowed upon them,” said
Chief Wright.

Chief Wright stated that he re-
viewed the incident log book since
2012, discovering and seeking acts
that “really helped people,” depict-
ing “what we do” (as police officers
and public safety officials).

Patrolman George Suggs was hon-
ored with three Life Saving Awards.
Officer Suggs has saved one life every
year for the last three years in a row,
using cardiopulmonary resuscitation,
stated Chief Wright.

“It’s a pretty rare occurrence. I had
two my entire career. He (Patrolman
Suggs) has had three in three years. He
is the guy you want responding if you
are in trouble,” said Chief Wright.

On June 5, 2016, James Langston
had fallen unconscious at Crunch Fit-
ness when Officer Suggs utilized a
defibrillator to realign Mr. Langston’s
heart rhythm, stated Chief Wright. The
chief presented Patrolman Suggs with a
Life Saving Award.

Lieutenant David Perrotta, Dis-
patcher Diane Petraccoro and Patrol-
man Suggs received the Life Saving
Award for responding to an uncon-
scious individual at 511 East Street.

On January 20, 2015, Officer Suggs,
Officer Jeffrey Kleinsorgen and Ser-
geant P.J. Lewis saved an 84-year-old
man who had fallen unconscious, stated
Chief Wright. While working overtime
“road duty on a traffic project,” Officer
Suggs noticed the man had lost con-
sciousness and began administering re-
suscitation until a defibrillator could be
administered, stated Chief Wright.

“Sometimes there is simple things,”
said Chief Wright as he introduced
Sergeant Lewis for the Honorable Ser-
vice Award.

Sergeant Lewis responded to a “sus-
picious-persons complaint,” realizing

the individual in question outside
Dunkin’ Donuts was a homeless per-
son. Sergeant Lewis transported the
individual to another town, paying for a
hotel room with his own money on his
own accord, stated Chief Wright.

Chief Wright was noticeably emo-
tional while describing Sergeant
Lewis’s altruism.

Dispatcher Petraccoro received the
Honorable Service Award for her abil-
ity to manage an “inundation of resi-
dent phone calls” while corresponding
with emergency response units, police
personnel and fire department person-
nel who responded to a “significant”
structure fire on November 13, 2012.

“They’re the people you never see;
the unsung heroes,” said Chief Wright.

Sergeant John Wright, Officer Scott
Eriksen and Officer Valerio Zuena de-
escalated a situation involving an indi-
vidual who wielded a 12-inch kitchen
knife. The perpetrator escaped on foot
after engaging another individual in a
physical altercation, stated Chief
Wright. All three officers were honored
with the Meritorious Service Award.

Officer Jonathan Pridy, Sergeant
Lewis and Lieutenant Samuel Rocco
received the Exceptional Service Award
for apprehending a serial “car burglar.”

Patrolman Joseph Ostrander received
the Meritorious Service Award for his
actions of suppressing a fire at a resi-
dence, and under heavy smoke condi-
tions did a complete search of the house.

In other business, Mayor Charles
Lombardo said that he spoke with Tony
DiGiovanni of Garden Homes. Mr.
DiGiovanni stated the Paperboard site
demolition process should be complete
by Saturday, December 8, 2018. The
construction process should take around
18 months or so, stated Mayor
Lombardo, referencing his conversa-
tion with Mr. DiGiovanni.

New Jersey American Water Opera-
tions Manager Michael Bange provided
an update on the water main replace-
ment and water flow restoration pro-
cess. Mr. Bange stated that New Jersey
American Water will alter its plans
because of budgetary concerns within
the company. American Water will re-
place mains on Oak Street and New
Street next year instead of a total pipe
restoration, stated Mr. Bange.

The process will only take a couple
of weeks and will not include the road
being dug up or subsequently having to
be repaved, stated Mr. Bange.

town and the board agreed to post-
pone the start of the project by five
weeks, to April 8.

President of the Friends of
Westfield Track Jim McCutcheon
said, “There has been a lot of talk
about it being easier to move the
spring teams than the fall teams. I
think it’s pretty clear that moving the
200 plus from the track team to other
towns is much more difficult than
finding another field here in town for
60 to 100 kids on the football, soccer
and field hockey teams.

“I would suggest that any influence
we have in moving teams within
Westfield is much greater than mov-
ing our team to another track some-
where in Union County. And realisti-
cally, who wants their track, where
their team is practicing, to be invaded
by 200 Blue Devils coming in and
practicing on the same track?”

Mr. McCutcheon said the contrac-
tor had stated repeatedly in his bid
that he was confident the work could
be done within the original time pe-
riod and that he had never, in 22 years
experience in construction, been late
in delivering a project.

However, Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan and both the engineer
and architect employed by the district
said that, in their experience, numer-
ous problems could delay the project,
from adverse weather conditions to
problems that were only discovered
when the pitch was taken up.

“I’ve never been more disappointed
in the board of education, but I have
also never been prouder of the mem-
bers of the track team who stood up
and spoke for their team,” said Mr.
McCutcheon after the meeting. “It

Cameras mounted around the town
also was suggested by some of the
residents to aid in investigations.

Mayor Brindle said she was in favor
of cameras being installed along main
arteries in the town, as long as the
community was behind it.

She suggested that a meeting be ar-
ranged with members of the council,
police and the residents of Elm Street to
come up with a plan and assist the
community.

It also was suggested that broken
street lights throughout the town be
repaired.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the street lights are owned by PSE&G
and residents can report broken lights
on the utility’s website; however, he
said the utility has not been very re-
sponsive to his requests.

Greg Crooks of Elm Street asked
about getting the break-in reports for
the last four years, which goes back to
burglaries that also occurred then on
Elm Street, in order to view crime
statistics.

Councilman Mark LoGrippo asked
if Westfield’s new municipal judge is
more lenient in court cases than the
previous judge.

Councilman Doug Stokes also had
concerns with decreased court rev-
enue, and said that “little crimes”
such as parking violations, “lead to
bigger crimes”. He said the town
should be enforcing minor crimes to
show that Westfield “will not tolerate
little crimes, and will surely not toler-
ate bigger crimes.”

Mr. Stokes also suggested possibly
considering not allowing overnight
parking on the street as other towns
do.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan said,
“I want to say how sorry I am. It pains
me very much that we are a town that
is being targeted.”

“I know we are stretched thin...this
is a rash of home violations…,” Ms.
Neylan said. She said while focusing
on communication of crime occur-
rences in the town is important, she
further said, “let’s prevent it (crime)
too.”

The police force is at 59 officers, Mr.

Gildea told The Westfield Leader, and
was budgeted this year to go up to 61 to
add two school resource officers. The
force is at its highest numbers in at least
40 years, he said. Added patrol of Elm
Street would typically be addressed by
having an officer who is working in the
office be sent out in a car to patrol.
Currently, the force has one car as-
signed per ward for patrol in the town.

In other business, the council
amended an ordinance passed last
month, which will allow microbreweries
in certain areas and certain zone dis-
tricts in the downtown, to expand it to
allow microbreweries outside the cen-
tral business district to the bordering
zone, entitled GB1, due to brewers
showing interest in opening breweries
in that district, Mayor Brindle said.

Two resolutions were passed con-
senting to the historic designation of the
Reeve House and Triangle Park. Kelly
Kessler, chairwoman of the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission, and
Nancy Priest of the Westfield Histori-
cal Society attended the council’s con-
ference session held prior to the regular
meeting on Tuesday. Ms. Kessler told
of how a time capsule was buried at
Triangle Park in 1993, and how it was
the first park ever created in the town.

A contract awarded for a pavement
management/assessment program
was passed, but Councilwoman
Neylan and Councilman Frank Arena
both voted against it. Ms. Neylan said
the $41,000 cost could have been
avoided by having council members
recommend streets based on resident
input and the town engineer doing the
assessment as has been done in the
past. Mr. Arena said he voted no
because he voted against the 2018
municipal budget that also had in-
cluded this consulting fee.

Additionally, the state has pledged
support of assigning a consultant to
study shared services of public works
between Westfield, Fanwood and
Scotch Plains. Each of the munici-
palities’ mayors had met this week
with state representatives, Mayor
Brindle said. The consultant is to
make recommendations to the may-
ors in the next three months, she said.

speaks volumes of the great character
of the team.”

Elsewhere in the meeting, there
were calls from the Jewish commu-
nity for a more robust response to a
swastika having been scratched on a
bathroom wall at Franklin Elemen-
tary School, the second time there has
been such an incident at that school.

Westfield resident Julie Steinberg
asked, “Why haven’t there been more
forthcoming condemnations about
what’s happened? Why hasn’t there
been more detail, not just about what’s
going to happen at Franklin, where a
kid has been repeatedly victimized
by anti-Semitic graffiti, but about
what’s going to happen throughout
the district, because this is a prob-
lem?

“I love our schools and I love our
community, but this is extremely
frightening for me and my family, as
I’m sure it is for that family and their
son and the other two children and
their families. The confidence needs
to be that we are being spoken to in a
way that provides a level of confi-
dence that you guys are all in.”

Ms. Ohlig replied, “There should
be no fear whatsoever and, if we
weren’t clear in communicating that,
then I’ll say it to you now that we are
all in. If the response seemed muted
in some way, I apologize, because
that was not the intention.”

Charles Ostroff, a member of a
Westfield temple and whose son was
at Franklin until last year, said, “There
should be no doubt to anybody in the
town that this is wholly unacceptable
and that it’s not going to be tolerated.
As a community, we need to come
together.”
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SAFETY AND SECURITY...Residents of Elm Street address the mayor and
council, at Tuesday’s town council meeting, about the string of burglaries on their
street that occruured over the weekend.
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