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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD ICE RINK...Work continued last week on the tent covering the 200-foot by 85-foot temporary ice rink under
construction over the basketball courts at Gumbert Park in Westfield. The rink, to be operated by Ken Anderson, owner of
Union Sports Arena on Route 22, will be open November 1 through March 1. The tent is 40 feet high at its peak.

Courtesy Town of Westfield
RECYCLING ITEMS EXPANDED...Westfield is promoting additional
recyclables that can now be dropped off at the Westfield Conservation Center.
Residents can  drop off stryrofoam, batteries, plastic toys, fluorescent bulbs and
plastic bags and film. Please see story and another story on page 2.

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
AN HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE...Local architect Greg Blasi conducts Saturday’s
historic architecture walking tour at East Broad and Elm Streets in downtown
Westfield. Proceeds from the tickets benefit the Westfield Historical Society.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood School Dist. Begins
Strategic Planning Process
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., began
the first installment of “an excellence
overview of the current state of the
schools” series on September 24 by
asking 37 participants to detail the top
strengths and achievements of the
Garwood School District, as well as
challenges it faces. The session was the
first of three strategic planning commu-
nity meetings.

Participants were subdivided into four
groups, each identifying the district’s
top 10 strengths and top 10 challenges.
Amongst all four groups, common
themes included enrollment increases
resulting from the borough’s approved
housing redevelopment, maintaining
technology upgrades while infusing
technology to enhance or facilitate the
curriculum, and maintaining the teacher-
to-student ratio in elementary educa-
tion.

Other focus areas include develop-
ing Lincoln students’ skills to assure
successful transitions to Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark or the
Union County Vocational-Technical

Schools (UCVTS), Superintendent
Quigley told The Westfield Leader. She
said social-emotional health and
wellness will remain a focus area which
must not be disregarded, with refer-
ences to adolescent mental illness as
well as bullying prevention.

The focus groups suggested promot-
ing and maintaining parental involve-
ment as a priority, Superintendent
Quigley said.

For this activity, each of the groups
assumed the name of a colored dot. The
Red Dot Group highlighted district
strengths as character education, full-
day kindergarten, school tradition, the
implementation of Google classroom,
and “teachers who really know, under-
stand, and care for their students.”

The group stated that some ideas for
future development include incorpo-
rating additional “foreign-language
options into the curriculum,” devising a
“special-education advocacy group”
and increased enrollment preparation.

The Yellow Dot Group agreed that
the Lincoln School administration’s
“open-door policy,” the school’s “fam-
ily-like atmosphere,” its class sizes and

OFF TRACK...A group of parents protest the lack of a track facility for their
children who are on the track team Tuesday night at the Westfield Board of
Education meeting.
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String of Burglaries Leads to
Questions of Police Enforcement
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A string of home
burglaries on Elm Street occurred
over the weekend, Mayor Shelley
Brindle said at Tuesday’s town coun-
cil meeting.

Keys to the homes were discovered
in the garage or the homes had been
left unlocked, which allowed the bur-
glars access to the premises, from
which they stole items such as cash,
cell phones and motor vehicles. Some
of the burglaries occurred while the
homeowners and their children were
at home.

“This is a reminder to stay vigilant,
to lock cars and homes,” Mayor
Brindle said.

The perpetrators were not identi-
fied, she said, and the police are in-
vestigating. She said police will be
stepping up patrols in the neighbor-
hood.

Residents from the area addressed
the mayor and council asking them
how the town will improve surveil-
lance, safety and communication re-
garding burglaries.

Phil Minardo, who lives on Elm
Street, said, “I have not been robbed,
yet. The fear is real. My wife has not
slept yet. It seems like it’s being said
that, if you lock your doors, this won’t
happen,” he said.

“These are serious crimes...we want
to know what is being done,” he said.

He also asked why there has been a
35-percent revenue drop in the mu-
nicipal court. “Is there a leniency in
overall crime prevention in this
town?” Mr. Minardo asked.

“It’s happening in the surrounding
towns as well,” Mayor Brindle said
of the burglaries.

There were five homes burglarized
on Elm Street within 50 yards of one
another, resident Maureen Humphrey
said.

“(The) mixed message we received
from law enforcement was alarming,”
she said. “This problem is not going
anywhere. It’s getting worse. There is
nothing we can do,” she said, retell-
ing what the police had said to her.
“And putting it back in the hands of
the homeowner is unsettling,” she
told the council.

The police officers told her “there
are gangs,” she said.

Residents said, that had the first
theft been communicated to the neigh-
bors, they could have taken stricter
precautions that could have possibly
aided in preventing further burglaries
in their own homes.

“Better communication could go a
long way,” said Nora Gallagher of
Elm Street, a victim of a home bur-
glary and car theft on Thursday night.

Resident Lew Corvo said his truck
was broken into in August. He said he
has lived in Westfield for 40 years,
and he was unaware there were so
many burglaries. “Transparency is the
most important thing,” he said.

Reorganization Plan Told
For Cranford Public Schools

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A detailed presen-
tation was given at Monday evening’s
board of education meeting regard-
ing the idea of reorganizing the
schools in Cranford.

The presentation was given by
Cranford Superintendent of Schools
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., who said the
plan came from a year of assessing
the needs of the district and “doing a
look, listen and learn tour of the
Cranford schools.”

Superintendent Rubin stated that
class size and full-day kindergarten
seemed to be a recurring theme of
concern among district parents, along
with the lack of dedicated rooms for
certain classes. He noted that some
music and art classes are still “on a
cart” within the district.

Mr. Rubin said it was good timing
to re-imagine the district, as 2018
through 2023 was strategic planning
time. He noted that many of the con-
cerns he had mentioned in his own
assessment echoed concerns that had
come up in preparation of the strate-
gic planning process.

In the re-imagining plan, the su-
perintendent stated that full-day kin-
dergarten could be offered to four
district schools that could be made
into grade K-2 schools and would
include Bloomingdale Avenue
School, Walnut Avenue School,
Brookside Place School, which
would no longer be a grade K-5
school, and Livingston Avenue
School, which would be changed
from a grade 3-5 school to a K-2
school. Mr. Rubin said that one
school for grades 3 to 5 could then
be offered for Cranford students at
the Orange Avenue School, and an
Upper Middle School for grades 6
through 8 could be offered at Hill-
side Avenue School.

Mr. Rubin then added that Cran-
ford High School would remain at its
current location, but could be re-
configured into specialty programs
so students can earn industry cre-
dentials very similar to the programs

offered at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, where he
was superintendent previously.

He said that in order for the plan to
work, some construction would have
to be done at the schools like adding
classrooms to the K-2 buildings, and
adding four additional classrooms,
plus an expanded cafeteria to the
Hillside Avenue School.

Mr. Rubin noted that he also
thought some captial items could
become referendum items for the
district, including Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) access added
to the high school and other schools
that do not have full accessibility;
science labs added to the high school;
enhancing the district’s performing
arts programs; enhancing the middle
school’s media center, and looking
into some air conditioning options.

Mr. Rubin also noted that busing
options would be explored for stu-
dents, and that by law the state has to
offer grammar- and middle-school
busing if students live more than two
miles from school and for high-
school students if they live more
than two and a half miles away.

He stated that the plan had a
timeline of going to referendum in
2019 and possible implementation
for the 2021-2022 school year.

Mr. Rubin also stated that he
wanted to hear the thoughts, con-
cerns and suggestions of the com-
munity for the plan and invited all
Cranford residents to hear a small
presentation and participate in a
question-and-answer process on
Tuesday, October 30; Wednesday,
November 28, and Monday, Decem-
ber 17, in Cranford High School’s
auditorium starting at 7 p.m.

Parents in attendance had concerns
over the new plan, and Mr. Rubin
encouraged them to come to the com-
munity meetings or set up private
meetings with his office if they had
specific concerns.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Monday, Novem-
ber 12, at 7:30 p.m., at Lincoln
School.

BOE Decides to Proceed With
Timeline for Kehler Renovations

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Stunned silence
from a room packed with athletes and
their parents greeted a decision by the
Westfield Board of Education Tues-
day night to start the renovation of
Kehler Stadium halfway through next
year’s spring track and field season.

Members of the track and field
team, along with their parents and
coaches, filled the meeting room, lined
the walls and spilled out into the
corridor as they took turns begging
board members to delay the start date
for the renovation.

Student Government President and
athlete Brianna Hatch told the board,
“Each year, this team continues to
uphold the legacy of champions, the
legacy of excellence, the legacy of
diligent effort that has been put in
place for years. If you remove the
track at the beginning of or even in the
middle of the spring season, you risk
destroying a legacy.”

Numerous athletes and parents
spoke to the board of the impact to the
track and field program if the start
date could not be delayed by a month.

But the board voted unanimously
for work to start on April 8, a date

Board President Gretchan Ohlig said
had already been delayed by five
weeks in response to the concerns of
the track team and their parents.

Ms. Ohlig explained, “Our engi-
neer and our architect and our busi-
ness administrator, all of whom had
been involved in projects of this size
and scope for many years, told us in
August we couldn’t get the work done
on that timeline.

“So that meant we were going to
impact athletes somewhere. Some-
body was going to get bussed, some-
body was going to get displaced,
somebody was going to get put in an
uncomfortable, temporary position.
Nobody’s season was getting can-
celled. Nobody was not going to be
able to compete, but somebody was
going to be inconvenienced,” Ms.
Ohlig stated.

Work on the multi-million-dollar
renovation project was originally due
to start on May 8, 2018 but was de-
layed after the company that placed
third in the bids for the contract
launched a legal objection to the win-
ning bid.

Although the board won the court
case, it was eventually decided that
the start date had been delayed so
long that it would no longer be pos-
sible to complete the renovation in
the time available and that the project
should therefore be pushed back to
2019.

It was decided to start the work on
March 1, but at the September board
meeting track team parents told the
board how it would impact their chil-
dren to be bused to a track in another


