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Don’t Waste Time, Vote For
Sara Todisco For Garwood Mayor

Garwood needs leaders who
think before they act. I can’t help
but notice how a lot of our time is
wasted on nonsense in Garwood
Council Meetings and I have a
perfect example to share with
you.

At the August 28th Garwood
Council meeting, Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro suddenly proposed
ending the shared service agree-
ment with Fanwood and having
someone within the department
take on that role full-time. Coun-
cilwoman Bianco, quickly sec-
onded that motion, but later with-
drew it after Council discussion
exposed the short-sightedness
of the proposal.

Neither Councilwoman did their
due diligence to understand the

current situation and process for
their proposal. If they did, they
would have learned that this ul-
timately would cost taxpayers
more money as the other Council
members explained. Also it would
put Garwood without a Certified
Public Works Manager, which is
required by the State, for several
years while this individual was
getting certified.

Councilwoman Cuccaro opened
her report by falsely stating there
are currently “two open spots on
the DPW”. Earlier in the year she
actually voted yes to the two
most recent hires to fill the posi-
tion of retiring workers, but dur-
ing this council meeting she said
“I guess I thought there was two

Balance Funding Those Services
While Protecting Garwood Taxpayers
The local election in Garwood

this November is extremely im-
portant for the future of our com-
munity. I love Garwood deeply as
I am a lifelong resident and be-
lieve we are a small town with a
big heart as our motto says. So
when I ask myself who will best
protect Garwood and make sure
our future is even brighter, the
answer is clear to me for many
reasons. The answer is Sara
Todisco for Mayor and Sean Benoit
and Michael Ince for Council.

Like many of us, I have the
utmost respect for our first re-
sponders and we all pray we
don’t need them, but we all un-
derstand we might. I needed
them on July 12, 2018 when my
neighbor’s house caught fire. It
was a Garwood Police officer that
woke me up at 2:30 a.m. by
banging on my front door, and it
was the volunteer Garwood Fire
Department that showed up first
to the scene to start extinguish-
ing the fire.

I am forever grateful to them
for ensuring my safety as well as
that of my neighbors. Also, my
family home that my parents
first bought nearly 60 years ago,
was saved.

It’s important to me, like I’m
sure it is for many others in town,
that we have local leaders who
truly value our departments. Their
job as Mayor and Council is to
make sure we get the best ser-
vices for our tax dollars. Sara has
shown that by properly funding
all those departments we need to
help make Garwood the great
place to live that it is — from the
Police and Fire Departments to
the DPW and more.

After just a short time on Coun-
cil, she recognized the need to
fund emergency management

Don’t Merge Garwood
With Neighbor Town
I am writing this letter to ad-

dress the editorial from the
Garwood Council Candidates
Sean Benoit and Michael Ince
(D) in The Westfield Leader on
September 20th. I applaud their
outspoken commitment to fos-
tering an inclusive environment
for both long-time and new resi-
dents of Garwood.

Everyone in town was new at
one time, even if it was decades
ago or generations ago, after all.
As a relatively recent addition to
the Garwood community, I have
spent the past four years getting
to know and love this town. I love
the small town feel, friendly
neighborhoods, and exciting
changes that are happening now.

When I vote for this year’s
mayor and town council, I want a
team that has inclusion in mind.
In a state like New Jersey, change
is inevitable. Communities grow
and shift, but by listening to the
concerns of long-time residents
and considering the needs of
newcomers, we can make those
changes work for everyone. By
proactively working with the resi-
dents of the town, they can en-
sure the integrity of Garwood.

This was illustrated earlier in
the year when Councilwoman
Sara Todisco issued a formal pro-
test against the proposed plan to
merge Garwood with a neighbor-
ing town. As a renter who hopes
to soon become a homeowner in
Garwood, this is the kind of lead-
ership I want.

Tara Shirk
Garwood

equipment after we faced Hurri-
canes Irene and Sandy in back to
back years and led the Council of
both Democrats and Republicans
to make those necessary pur-
chases. I trust her to make sure
the emergency services of Police,
Fire, and EMS are supported. She
herself is a public school teacher
and a local volunteer. Sara un-
derstands and appreciates the
value of top-notch services.

Sara also understands how to
balance funding those services
with protecting Garwood taxpay-
ers from unnecessary spending.
She looks for ways to save tax
dollars, whether through negoti-
ating shared service deals or
carefully cutting the budget with-
out cutting services. That’s why
she has been appointed the fi-
nance chair six times, by both
Republican and Democratic May-
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CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

ors. I’m not surprised she led
that committee to no tax in-
crease this year for the first time
in 17 years. Sara is completely
dedicated to the job and is clearly
very competent at it.

I’m also looking forward to vot-
ing for Sean Benoit and Michael
Ince for Council. They also value
the balance between services and
taxes. I trust Mike and Sean to
bring their professional, level-
headed demeanor to make sound
decisions on the Council. We need
a Council that works together to
get things done. I’m confident
they will bring the teamwork that
led them to successful careers in
law and law enforcement to our
local government.

Garwood needs elected officials
that will roll up their sleeves and
get the job done. Garwood needs
elected officials that value our
departments and respect our tax-
payers at the same time. For
those reasons, I am eager to
vote for Sara Todisco for Mayor
along with Sean Benoit and
Michael Ince for Council on Tues-
day, November 6, 2018.

Rosanne Barca
Garwood

other positions that were going
to be open.”

When asked if she would prefer
a staff of 7 or 8 full-time laborers
to work under a full-time super-
intendent, she said “I didn’t think
it through that much” despite
adamantly opposing a staff of 8
in 2016 before later flip-flopping
and voting to approve hires that
maintained a staff of 8.

Furthermore, when Ileen pro-
posed a full-time superintendent
and stipulated they be from
“within,” she responded “I really
didn’t think it through that far”
when asked if she would be open
to hiring someone from another
town.

In 2015, she ran for Council
saying she would bring back a full-
time superintendent, but now only
a couple months before this 2018
election, she hasn’t even done
enough homework to understand
the basic details or ramifications
of what she was proposing.

Simply put, the shared service
agreement works for Garwood.
Personally, I notice that my gar-
bage has continued to be picked
up, streets are plowed, and our
DPW remains in Garwood. I sus-
pect that is why no councilperson
has sought to change it over the
last three years including
Cuccaro’s running mate, Council-
woman Bianco, who voted in July
to renew the shared service agree-
ment for the next three years.

We need elected officials to do
the research and think about the
consequences of their actions—
not ones that simply act impul-
sively. Impulsive decision-mak-
ing could have serious conse-
quences on our town.

That’s why I’m voting for the
Democrats for Garwood ticket on
November 6th. Sara Todisco’s
proven track record is a result of
doing the leg work, valuing facts,
and respecting the time and en-
ergy of Garwood’s employees and
volunteers. Likewise, her run-
ning mates Michael Ince and Sean
Benoit have had successful pro-
fessional records in law enforce-
ment and legal services because
they exhibit the same work ethic.

I encourage all to join me in
voting for Sara Todisco for Mayor
and Michael Ince and Sean Benoit
for Council on November 6th.
They will not put our town and
our taxpayers at risk with unin-
formed proposals like the one I
just witnessed.

Rob Schilare
Garwood


