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THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

www.christopheracademy.com

Admissions Open Houses
Please join us for our

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

October 23
9:30 a.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

October 25
9:30 a.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

That’s why it’s

Fall Open House | Sunday, October 14 | 1-4 p.m. | spprep.org/admissions

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

144 Grand Street | Jersey City, NJ 07302 | T: 201-547-6389 | spprep.org

“The greatest thing about Prep is that I’m preparing  
for my place in the world, with my brothers by my side.” 

– Mason Holland, ’19

The Leader/Times Website Provides Robust Features to Assist You!
Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS

Evergreen School’s ‘Little
Free Library’ Is Ready

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Last year,
third grade students at Evergreen
Elementary School believed that all
people within a community deserve
to have access to books so that they
can build a love of reading while
strengthening reading comprehen-
sion skills along the way. A “Little
Free Library” seemed like the per-
fect way to make books available.

“The Little Free Library” project
makes books accessible to all chil-
dren in the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
community. Students will run the
library in a way that insures that
books are always available and the
library is full at all times.

Since Mrs. Socha’s students dur-
ing the school year of 2017-2018

were prolific readers during their
time with her, they chose to support
and build “The Little Free Library”
in order to foster the same love of
reading for all children in the com-
munity.

For this project, students raised
money through DonorsChoose.org,
and selected books for all elemen-
tary age/grade levels, as well as the
kit to build the actual library to be
placed outside of Evergreen El-
ementary School.

Students met over the summer to
build and paint the library, and are
excited to have the” Little Free Li-
brary” ready to enjoy for the 2018-
2019 school year and for many years
to come!

LITTLE LIBRARY...Last year, Evergreen School students build a little free
library for the Scotch Plains and Fanwood community for the 2018-2019 school
year and beyond.

WHS Math Teacher Receives
Prestigious UChicago Award
WESTFIELD -- Each year, the Uni-

versity of Chicago gives newly ad-
mitted students the opportunity to
recognize the educators who have
made a difference in their lives.  Ear-
lier this month, Westfield High School
mathematics teacher Zorana Culjak
learned that she had
been nominated by
a former student for
the university’s
“Outstanding Edu-
cator Award.”

“I’m speechless.
I’m still problem-
solving,” said the
math teacher when
surprised by the an-
nouncement.

Culjak was rec-
ognized by the
Board of Education
at its Sept. 25 meet-
ing. Board Presi-
dent Gretchan
Ohlig presented the
teacher a congratu-
latory certificate
along with the UChicago award itself
which, in the university’s words,
“highlights the stories that show
education’s power to transform.”

“I am very much honored and
humbled to be standing here in front
of you to receive this special award,”
Culjak said.

“Ms. Culjak strives to create a learn-
ing environment that inspires her stu-
dents to learn and develop a passion
for mathematics,” says K-12 Super-
visor of Mathematics Elizabeth
Delasandro.  “Her thoughtful lessons,
enthusiasm and involvement in the

high school com-
munity are just a
few of the ways in
which Ms. Culjak
is devoted to her
students.”

“We congratu-
late Ms. Culjak in
receiving such a
special and pres-
tigious award
from the Univer-
sity of Chicago,”
adds Westfield
High School prin-
cipal Dr. Derrick
Nelson.  “To have
her hard work rec-
ognized by her
former students is
a testament to the

dedication she brings to WHS every
day.”

In nominating Ms. Culjak, her
former student praised her as “a great
teacher and an amazing person,” add-
ing “I consider myself lucky to have
had a teacher who cares about her
students as much as you do.”

Zorana Culjak

LIFE LESSON...Cameron, age 4 years, while in the pre-K class in Westfield
Daycare Center, last week, looked out through the window down at the turtle
garden and noticed a turtle looked stuck in the fence.  Cameron and her teacher
later would ‘rescue’ the turtle.  She got to pet the turtle and was commended for
“saying something” when she noticed the turtle was in danger.  She was on cloud
9! A very special day for her, a proud moment for Mom and Dad, and a great life
lesson for her to understand speaking up if someone or something is in need of help.

WHS Seniors Named in
National Merit Program

WESTFIELD -- Twenty Westfield
High School seniors have been recog-
nized for their exceptional academic
promise as Commended Students in the
2019 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. They are: Kathryn Armstrong,
Matthew Cafiero, Katherine Ceraso,
Jeremy Cha, Colby Chen, Casey Cohen,
Fiona Gillen, Jared Greenspan, Brianna
Hatch, Sophie Hendricks, Julia Hollosi,
Elisha Israel, Meghan Johnson, Mat-
thew Leone, Kevin Li, Kate Murphy,
Sara Shen, Mary-Joy Sidhom, Tomas
Taaffe, Jeffrey Yang.

Although they will not continue in
the 2019 competition for National Merit
Scholarship awards, Commended Stu-
dents placed among the top 50,000
scorers of more than 1.6 million stu-
dents who entered the competition by
taking the 2017 Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT), according to the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Corporation.

On September 14, the Westfield Pub-
lic School District announced that four
of its Westfield High School seniors –
Austin Chen, Madeline Reynders, Ed-

SWEET 16...Westfield High School (WHS) Soccer Lady Blue Devils along with
their coaches, joined together for a night of fun in celebrating current Lady Blue
Devil player Faith Dobosiewicz at her World Cup Sweet 16 on Saturday,
September 22.

ward Xing, and Zachary Youssef – are
semifinalists in the 2019 National Merit
Scholarship Competition.

The nationwide pool of approxi-
mately 16,000 semifinalists represents
less than one percent of U.S. high school
seniors, according to the organization.
They include the highest scoring en-
trants in each state and are eligible to
apply for National Merit scholarships.

The program honors students who
show exceptional academic ability and
potential for success in rigorous col-
lege studies.

Calling Springfield
Classmates 1947-1949
AREA-- Classmates for years

1947,1948, and 1949 at Jonathan
Dayton Regional H.S. in Springfield
are invited to a luncheon held at Hi-
bachi Grill at Blue Star Shopping
Center on Wednesday, October 17, at
noon. Lunch will cost $15 per person,
and is all you can eat. Call Trudy
(Lorenz) Piccirillo at (908) 400-6517,
or just show up.

WHS Students Achieve
Perfect Scores on SAT/ACT
WESTFIELD -- Twenty Westfield

High School students were com-
mended by principal Dr. Derrick
Nelson for receiving perfect scores
on ACT and/or SAT subject tests/
areas over the summer. “It speaks
volumes about your abilities and com-
mitment to your education,” said Prin-
cipal Nelson. The students are:

ACT June 2018: 12th Graders:
Jonas Dengler in Reading; Lauren
Greenspan in English and Reading;
Mark Johnson in English; Brooke
Sullivan in Reading.

ACT July 2018: 12th Graders: An-
drew Caminiti in Science & STEM;
Ethan Jaffe in Reading; Michelle Is-

rael in English
11th Graders: Spencer Feinstein in

Reading; Ian Gurland in Math, STEM,
English and Reading;

SAT June 2018: 11th graders: Ian
Gurland in Math Level 2; Kurt Hu  in
Math Level 2; Alexander Joseph in
Math Level 2; Aiden Kilbourn  in
Math Level 2. 12th graders: Julianne
Aronson in Math Level 2;  Alison
Brown in Math Level 2; Austin Chen
in Chemistry; Justin Joseph in Math
Level 2; Sean Root in Math Level 2;
Ethan Useloff in Math Level 2.

SAT August 2018: 12th Grader Julia
Plawker in Math Level 2; 11th Grader
Thomas Lupicki in Chemistry.

ACES ALL AROUND..Twenty Westfield High School students receive perfect
scores on subject tests/areas of the summer SAT and/or ACT.

Mother Seton Hires
New Faculty Members
CLARK -- Mother Seton Re-

gional High School welcomed five
new faculty members to its campus
this year. Joining the staff are Mrs.
Jessica Perugini, Mrs. Patricia
Nilssen, Sister Joan Godeski, Mr. Paul
Carroll and Miss Jo-Ann Zwiebel.
“We are very excited about our new
teachers because they come with many
years of experience, have a strong
commitment to teaching, and make a
wonderful addition to our returning
and gifted staff,” said Sister Jacquelyn
Balasia, Principal. All the new teach-
ers come with advanced degrees and
certificates and one has pursued doc-
toral level work.

Mrs. Jessica Perugini is from
Woodbridge and teaches English to
freshmen and juniors.  She also works
with students in SAT prep classes.
Formerly, Jessica taught English at a
high school on Staten Island and was
a part-time lecturer at Rutgers Uni-
versity. She has taught Expository
Writing and Writing for Business and
Professionals.

Joining the Mathematics Depart-
ment is Mrs. Patricia Nilssen. Mrs.
Nilssen comes to Mother Seton with
26 years of experience in addition to
working as an audit manager for a
major insurance company. Mrs.
Nilssen was on the Middle States
Accreditation Team, which visited
Mother Seton in the spring of 2017
and granted unconditional accredita-
tion to the school. “I’m very happy to
be on staff at Mother Seton now be-
cause I know firsthand how wonder-
ful this school is,” she enthused.

Sister Joan Godeski is the newest
member of the Religion Department
at Mother Seton and previously was
at St. John Villa Academy in New
York. She teaches Religion to all grade
levels. Her background includes ex-
tensive experience in parish work,
administration, and retreat planning.
Sister Joan has been a Religion Coor-
dinator in many schools and parishes
and has been the liaison for adult
education programs.

Mr. Paul Carroll is teaching Music
and conducting the Seton Ensemble
choral group, as well as directing our
fall musical, Sister Act scheduled for
November 9th, 10th, and 11th. He
has extensive experience as a profes-
sional music and artistic director. His
work has taken him all over the world
where he is widely known for his
performances and conducting. Mr.
Carroll received his Bachelor and
Master degrees in organ music from
Johns Hopkins University.

Mother Seton is pleased to have
another one of its graduates on staff
this year. Miss Jo-Ann Zwiebel is the
coordinator of the new S.T.A.R. pro-
gram, which is Student Success
Through Academic Readiness. Miss
Zwiebel has extensive experience with
academic support, study habits instruc-
tion, and student organizational skills.
A 30-year veteran of the public school
system, Miss Zwiebel is also the head
basketball coach at Mother Seton.

Pingry Students Commended
In ’19 Ntl. Merit Scholarship

 AREA – Thirty-two Pingry se-
niors are recognized for exceptional
academic promise as Commended
Students in the 2019 National Merit

Scholarship Program. They placed
among the top 50,000 scorers of
more than 1.6 million students who
entered the 2019 competition by tak-
ing the 2017 Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT). Including
these 32 students, 160 Pingry stu-
dents have been Commended Stu-
dents over the past five years.

Commended Students are: Shail
Avasthi (Warren); Annaya Baynes
(Plainfield); Grace Brown
(Westfield); Vicky Chen (Basking
Ridge); Isabel DeVito (South
Plainfield); Zachary Dobson (Far
Hills); Rajeev Doraswamy (Short
Hills); Thomas Drzik (Mendham);
Udochi Emeghara (Hillside);
Kristine Fu (Whippany); Aditya
Gollapudi (Berkeley Heights);
Nathan Hefner (Westfield);
Josephine Jahng (Livingston); An-
drew Lee (Mountainside); Georgia
Liu (Warren); Benjamin
Mandelbaum (Livingston); Dilan
Mushayandebvu (Short Hills); Jer-
emy Newman (Morristown); Zoe
Papandreou (Far Hills); Cathleen
Parker (Bedminster); Nicholas
Robinson (Warren); Zachary Ross
(Warren); Caroline Santoro
(Califon); Varun Seetamraju
(Bridgewater); Dillon Shu
(Montville); Brandon Spellman
(Basking Ridge); Alexander Strasser
(Warren); Michael Sun (Raritan); Jef-
frey Xiao (Warren); Cassandra
Yermack (Morristown); Christopher
Yu (Warren); Alessia Zanobini (New
Vernon).

The Pingry School, a K-12 coedu-
cational, independent country day
school, is recognized throughout the
United States for its academic excel-
lence, Honor Code, arts, athletics,
and community service. The school’s
mission is to foster in students a
lifelong commitment to intellectual
exploration, individual growth, and
social responsibility, while prepar-
ing them to be global citizens and
leaders of the 21st century. Dr. John
F. Pingry founded the school in 1861
in Elizabeth, New Jersey, and today
there are two campuses: K-5 in Short
Hills and Grades 6-12 in Basking
Ridge. The diverse student body is
composed of more than 1,100 stu-
dents from nearly 100 towns in New
Jersey.

For more information, visit the
school’s website, www.pingry.org,
or follow The Pingry School on
Facebook.

Pocketbook Bingo
Slated for Nov. 2

CLARK -- Mother Seton Regional
High School is holding a Pocket-
book Bingo fundraiser on Friday,
November 2 from 2 to 5:30 p.m., at
One Valley Rd. Clark. For more in-
formation please call

(732) 382-1952, email
Bingo@motherseton.org or visit
www.motherseton.org. Admission is
$25. “The Future is Hers”.


