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Volunteers Sought For
Garwood Cleanup

GARWOOD — The 14th An-
nual Clean Communities Litter
Cleanup Day will be held in
Garwood on Saturday, October 13,
beginning at 10:30 a.m., rain or
shine. Volunteer services, neighbor-
hoods, social and school groups as
well as individuals are invited to
work together to reduce the amount
of litter accumulating in various
parts of the borough.

Supervision must be provided
for all children’s groups and all
participants must provide their own
transportation to the municipal
building to get their supplies and
site assignments.

To sign up, call Borough Hall at
(908) 789-0710 or e-mail
Kathleen@garwood.org.

Habitat for Humanity of Puerto Rico Is Latest
Columbia Bank Foundation Donation Recipient
FAIR LAWN — Habitat for Hu-

manity of Puerto Rico (HFHPR) is
the latest recipient of a $10,000 do-
nation from the Columbia Bank
Foundation through Columbia
Bank’s “Employee Sponsored Giv-
ing Program.” Each month, the
bank’s employees nominate and vote
on organizations to receive special
donations. The most recent donation
went to Habitat for Humanity of
Puerto Rico, whose mission is to
help individuals and families achieve
stability, self-sufficiency and a bet-
ter future through homeownership.

The current median income in
Puerto Rico makes it difficult for
working families to obtain a home.
The organization partners with lo-
cal families and volunteers to re-
habilitate houses. Partner families
complete 320 hours of “sweat eq-
uity” and 80 hours of educational
workshops to cover information on
responsible homeownership. After
completion, chosen families ac-
quire the house through a 25-year
mortgage at 0-percent interest,
which, in turn, funds the construc-
tion of additional homes at no profit
to HFHPR.

“We admire the work of Habitat
for Humanity of Puerto Rico,” said
Thomas J. Kemly, President and
CEO of Columbia Bank. “We rec-
ognize that homeownership gener-

ates many benefits for families and
their surrounding communities by
creating jobs, stable living envi-
ronments, and a sense of pride.”

Shown is a Habitat team at a
recent repair project for an elderly
couple in Loíza.

Created to serve the needs of
local communities, the Columbia
Bank Foundation provides grants
and contributions to organizations
recognized as tax-exempt under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. The Columbia Bank
Foundation actively seeks to pro-
vide support in seven major areas:
affordable housing programs, com-
munity investment and economic
development opportunities, finan-
cial literacy and educational op-
portunities, health and human ser-
vices,  community sponsored
events, food pantries, and the arts.
Special consideration is always
given to programs that provide a
measurable community impact.

For more information regarding
the Columbia Bank Foundation,
please visit
ColumbiaBankOnline.com or con-
tact Amy Dupuis at (201) 794-5629.
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– Obituaries –
Dean F. Gray, MD

Devoted Family Physician

Dean F. Gray, MD

the medical field. As a specialist in
internal medicine and infectious dis-
eases, he was devoted to his patients,

as a family physician
with a small-town ap-
proach, proud to make
house calls. He accom-
plished so much in his
life. He grew a practice,
helped in the develop-
ment of the antibiotic
Nafcillin, and discov-
ered the harmful effects
of trichinosis.

Services, including
military honors, were
held privately for him.
The funeral was under

the direction of Bradley Funeral
Home, Marlton, N.J.
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Dean F. Gray, MD. Passed away on
September 23, 2018. Long-time resi-
dent of Westfield, N.J. He is the be-
loved husband of Jessie
(née Blalock), devoted fa-
ther of Brion Gray, Deanna
Lynn Gray-Miccli (Nick),
Scott Gray, Lauren Gray-
Gilford and Kathy Melvin,
and adoring grandfather of
Deanna Nicole, Jessie
Rose, Isabella, Curtis, Jo-
seph, Andrew and Charles.

Dean loved life and lived
it to the fullest. He was
born during the Great De-
pression and that instilled
in him a “Waste not, want
not” approach to life. He proudly
served in the Army during the Korean
War and when he returned, he entered

Beautification Comm.
Posts Halloween Party
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Bor-

ough of Mountainside’s Beautifica-
tion Committee, going by “Boo-tiful
Mountainside” for the occasion, will
host its second annual Halloween
Party on Saturday, October 27. It
will take place at the Mountainside
Elks Club, located at 1193 Route 22
East, beginning at 7 p.m. Attendees
are invited to wear costumes.

The party will include a hot buffet
by Mazzella’s Gourmet Market and
dessert by Bovella’s Bakery and
Café. There also will be a cash bar,
50-50 raffle, games, prizes, fun and
dancing. This adults-only party will
feature music by a disc jockey. For
ticket information, call (732) 850-
8563 or visit the committee on
Facebook at Beautiful Mountainside.

Miller-Cory Invites All To
‘18th Century Coffee House’

WESTFIELD — The number of
Americans drinking a daily cup of
coffee is at the highest level since
2012. Yet the demand for coffee
was just as strong in the 18th cen-
tury. By the mid-1700s, the coffee-
house was an institution in the colo-
nies that attracted all levels of so-
ciety.

This Sunday, October 7, from 2
to 4 p.m., the Miller-Cory House
Museum will present a program
about this popular beverage and
the “coffeehouse taverns” that
served not only as social gathering
places, but also meeting places for
political discussion and talk of
revolution.

Tours of the 18th-century fully
furnished farmhouse and demon-
strations of open-hearth cooking
using seasonal recipes and ingre-
dients also will be included. The

museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield. Admission
is $4 for ages 13 and older; $3 for
ages 3 to 12, and free for those age
2 and younger. No reservations are
necessary.

Among upcoming programs is
“Halloween Hocus Pocus” on Sun-
day, October 28. Reservations are
required for this event and are be-
ing accepted now. The museum ad-
ditionally will participate in Union
County’s “Four Centuries in a
Weekend” on October 20 and 21.

For more information, call the
museum office weekday mornings
at (908) 232-1776. The museum’s
e-mail address is
millercorymuseum@gmail.com and
the website is millercoryhouse.org.

Details on all programs also can
be found on the museum’s
Facebook page.

Marilyn Morris, 87, Beloved Wife, Mother,
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother

Marilyn V. Morris

Marilyn V. Morris died on Saturday,
September 29, 2018, at Northside
Cherokee Hospital in Canton, Ga.,
after a brief illness. Marilyn, daughter
of Jessie and Ivan Van
Horn, was born on Octo-
ber 16, 1930 in Lakewood,
Ohio. She had one brother,
Ezra Van Horn, who pre-
deceased her. She gradu-
ated from Rocky River
High School in Rocky
River, Ohio. She attended
Miami University in Ox-
ford, Ohio, where she met
her husband, Cecil S.
Morris. She celebrated 41
years of marriage before
his death in 1990.

She lived in Scotch
Plains, N.J., for 21 years before mov-
ing to Westfield, N.J., where she lived
from 1982 to 2008. In 2008, she
moved to Georgia to be closer to her
children. Marilyn loved to volunteer
in the community. She worked in the
Scotch Plains Thrift Shop for many
years. She attended the First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield and en-
joyed volunteering in many capaci-
ties. One of her favorites was being a
wedding coordinator.

Marilyn had a passion for gardening
and loved flowers and plants. She al-
ways had a small flower garden and

enjoyed working outside. She loved
Broadway and always looked forward
to seeing the latest Broadway hit in
New York City. She was a homemaker

and loved cooking and
playing Bridge. She trav-
eled throughout Europe
while living in the Neth-
erlands prior to moving
to New Jersey. Her favor-
ite place, however, was
Holden Beach, N.C.,
where she spent many
summers with her family
and friends.

Marilyn will be re-
membered for her kind-
ness and thoughtful-
ness. Sending greeting
cards and notes to fam-

ily and friends for all occasions
was something she enjoyed doing.

She is survived by her daughter,
Anne M. Mitchell (Woodstock, Ga.);
three sons, James L. Morris (Port
Orange, Fla.), Scott A. Morris (West
Union, S.C.) and John C. Morris
(Suches, Ga.); eight grandchildren;
six great-grandchildren and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

Contributions can be made to the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, 125 Elmer Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090, or a charity of your choice.
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Sandra Marino Gilford Mykityshyn, 80,
Was Former Resident of Westfield

Sandra Marino Gilford
Mykityshyn, 80, passed away peace-
fully at her son’s home
in Westfield on Sun-
day, September 30,
2018. Born in Eliza-
beth, she grew up in
Cranford, later moving
to Westfield, and fi-
nally retiring to Tarpon
Springs, Fla., in 1990.

Sandra was a gradu-
ate of Cranford High
School, Class of 1956.
She worked as a secre-
tary with the Westfield
Board of Education for
many years before retiring.

She is survived by her four chil-
dren, Vicki Gilford, Donald Gilford,
Frank “Curt” Gilford, Jr. (Jennifer)
and Natalie Gilford Smith (Kenny);
seven grandchildren, Joseph and
Michael Bontempo, and Curtis, An-
drew, Christian, Corey and Casey

Gilford. She also is survived by her
sisters, Renee Marino Troy and

Drina Marino Ferrel.
Sandra was prede-

ceased by her two hus-
bands, Frank “Curt”
Gilford, Sr., who died
in 1991, and Thomas
Mykityshyn, who died
in 2016.

Visitation will be at
Dooley Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, today,
Thursday, October 4,
from 4 to 8 p.m., with a

prayer service at 7:30 p.m. To sign
the guestbook, visit
dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105.
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Sandra Gilford Mykityshyn

Library to Exhibit
Castellano Artwork

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will exhibit the
artwork of Anne Castellano through
October and November.

Ms. Castellano and her husband,
John, are 34-year residents of
Cranford. After retiring from a suc-
cessful business career, she re-
sumed her passion for art and is
now a member of the Westfield Art
Association. Her current exhibit
includes works done in pastels, pen/
ink and pencil.

In June she placed first in the
pastel category at the annual Union
County Senior Citizens Art Exhibit,
held at the Liberty Hall Center
Atrium in Union, for her piece “The
Sun Hat.” It is now on display
through Friday, October 26, for
judging in statewide competition
at Meadow Lakes Senior Living in
East Windsor.

John A. Bronski, 98, Family Man;
Navy Veteran of World War II

John A. Bronski (aka Papa Jack), in
his 98th year, waited for his family to
gather in his home in Scotch Plains
before departing on his new journey
on Friday, September 28, 2018.

John’s positive outlook on life, his
hard work and determination, and his
wonderful sense of humor will be a
lasting legacy for his children, grand-
children, extended family and for all
who knew him.

Born in Brooklyn, John left high
school at 16 to help support his
family. After serving in the U.S.
Navy during World War II, he ob-
tained a Bachelor of Arts from Se-
ton Hall University in Business
while continuing to work full time
and raising four children. At age 50,
he switched careers and became a
successful bond trader on Wall
Street. John was a natural musical
talent who could pick out any tune
on a harmonica. He had a beautiful
singing voice and he loved to dance.
John frequently recited poetry and
soliloquies, and, in another life, he
could imagine himself as an actor. A
car enthusiast, who preferred those
that were sleek and sporty, he also
enjoyed traveling.

John’s warmth and compassion ra-

diated to all who were in his com-
pany. He created a home where ev-
eryone was welcome, including the
friends of his four children as they
were growing up.

John was predeceased by his wife
of 51 years, Eleanor, and is survived
by his long-time companion, Patricia
Hazel. He was a loving father to
Michael, Stephen, Suzanne and Jef-
frey; grandfather to Alicia, Natasha
and Alexander, and great-grandfa-
ther to Nolan.

A memorial service will be held at
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, Fanwood, N.J. 07023, on
Saturday, October 6, 2018, from 2 to
3 p.m.

John believed in pursuing peace,
promoting social justice, and helping
those in need. In lieu of flowers, please
consider making a donation to CURE
SMA, an organization which funds
research for Spinal Muscular Atro-
phy (www.curesma.org), or to the
Food Pantry at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church in Scotch Plains,
N.J. (https://ihmparish.net). For ad-
ditional information or to sign the
guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Regina Cardona, 68, Registered Nurse;
Lifelong Resident of Scotch Plains

Regina Cardona

Mrs. Regina Cardona passed away
peacefully on Friday, September 28,
2018. She was 68 years
old.

Born in Dunmore, Pa.,
to Joseph and Julia
Hannon, Regina grew up
in Manhattan, N.Y., and
was a lifelong resident
of Scotch Plains.

As a registered nurse
for more than 45 years,
Mrs. Cardona had a
long career at  St .
Barnabas Hospital in
Livingston as well as
Rahway Hospital. She was an ac-
tive congregant and member of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church
choir. She loved all animals, espe-
cially dogs, and was a devoted
mother and grandmother who took

pleasure in feeding her family de-
licious meals.

Mrs. Regina Cardona
was predeceased by her
son, Michael, and her
husband, Joaquim.

She is survived by her
sons, John Cholankeril
and Joaquim Cardona,
and by her grandchil-
dren, Tyler, Alexa and
Ian Gabriel.

A funeral service will
begin at 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, October 6, at the
Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, 74 S. Martine

Avenue in Fanwood.
For more information or to offer

condolences,  please visi t
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host the Odessa
Klezmer Band this Saturday, October
6, at 1 p.m., and Swingadelic per-
forming “The Music of Johnny Mer-
cer” on Wednesday, October 10, at 7
p.m. The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Led by bandleader Ed Goldberg,
the Odessa Klezmer Band will play
the jazzy, upbeat music that origi-
nated in Jewish celebrations in East-
ern Europe, in tiny villages as well
as cities like the cosmopolitan port
of Odessa.

The Weiss Family Jazz Series for
2018 will conclude with
Swingadelic performing “The Mu-
sic of Johnny Mercer.” The Weiss
Family Jazz Series was established
with a bequest to the Westfield
Memorial Library Foundation in
memory of longtime library patrons
Joseph and Dorothy Weiss.

Johnny Mercer was not only an
iconic figure as a lyricist and com-
poser for the Great American
Songbook, but he was a celebrity and
entertainer throughout the 1940s and
’50s, with a popular radio show dur-
ing the war years, gigs with many
well-known big bands of the era, and
hit records of his own in the 1940s.

He was the winner of four Academy
Awards for Best Song as well as two
Grammy Awards for Song of the Year.

This Johnny Mercer show explores
not only the great music and sublime
lyrics of this most American of
wordsmiths and composers, but also
his life, personality, gifts and flaws,
triumphs and disappointments
through stories that introduce the
songs and show segments.

Appearing in Swingadelic at the
Westfield Memorial Library will be
John Bauers, piano and vocals;
Vanessa Perea, vocals; David
Longworth, drums, and Dave Post,
bass. Swingadelic is known for per-
forming every Monday night at Swing
46 in New York City.

These programs are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are encouraged
to check the Westfield Memorial
Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MURAL participant.
To register for either or both of the
upcoming programs, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

A SWINGING TIME...Swingadelic will present “The Music of Johnny Mercer”
on Wednesday, October 10, at 7 p.m., at the Westfield Memorial Library. This
program will conclude the Weiss Family Jazz Series for 2018 at the library.

F-SP Service League Reveals
Events During October

SCOTCH PLAINS — For the
month of October, the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League Thrift
Shop will feature Halloween cos-
tumes and boots for the entire fam-
ily. The shop is located at 1741 East
2nd Street, Scotch Plains.

From Tuesday, October 9, new
and gently-worn Halloween cos-
tumes will be available. The shop
has children’s favorites, among
them action figures, superhero and
heroines,  Disney characters,
firefighters, doctors, nurses and
police officers. For infants and tod-
dlers there are character pajamas.
Additionally, a limited selection of
adult costumes can be found.

Shoppers can make their own cos-
tume with an assortment of acces-
sories for scarecrows, witches and
others. The shop also invites com-
munity theaters and schools plan-
ning theatrical programs to come
and find suitable theater costumes.

From Tuesday, October 16, to
Saturday, October 20, the thrift
shop will hold its Boot Bonanza.
For women, the shop will have
knee-length boots, ankle boots,
fashion boots and snow boots.
Men’s work boots and children’s
rubber boots will be available as
well. Shoppers may find new and

gently-worn boots by favorite
manufacturers such as Rockport,
Uggs, Steve Madden, NorthFace,
Columbia and others.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
the local communities since 1974.
Since its founding, the League has
donated more than $1.3 million for
local causes. Anyone interested in
learning more about the League or
membership is invited to call (908)
322-5420, visit the League’s website
at scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to any of the volunteers at
the thrift shop. Interested persons also
are encouraged to check out the
organization’s Facebook page,
“Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League,” and give the League a
“Like.”

Shop hours are Tuesday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Volun-
teers will gladly accept new and
gently-used donations during busi-
ness hours and will provide tax
receipts. Tax receipts can be used
for saleable items.

Parking is available on the street
and in the rear of the building.
Visitors may enter the parking lot
via Willow Avenue.

Library Events to Salute
Klezmer, Mercer Music

Programs to Be Featured On
Job Search, Stress Relief

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host two pro-
grams by human resources consult-
ant Karen Camden, including “Job
Search for Everyone” and “Manag-
ing your Stress.” The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

Ms. Camden will present the job
search program on Saturday, October
13, at 2 p.m., as well as on Monday,
October 15, at 6:30 p.m. This pro-
gram is designed to help participants
begin and complete a successful job
search and will allow time for ques-
tions and answers. As a bonus, those
who attend the full session will re-
ceive a “Top 10 Tips” handout.

On Saturday, November 17, at 2
p.m., Ms. Camden will present “Man-
aging your Stress with Stress Man-
agement.” This program is targeted
to those who feel overwhelmed in
business and/or their personal lives.
Ms. Camden will help them identify,
reduce and eliminate the causes of
stress and to work towards achiev-
ing work/life balance.

A frequent speaker at the library,
Ms. Camden gives computer classes
and workshops on organizing,
repurposing and résumé writing. She
is the president of Camden Associ-
ates, a consulting firm that provides
services in communications and
people skills, organizational assess-
ments and clutter control.

Attendees must sign up for the
programs, which are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus
libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. Interested persons

are encouraged to check the
Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.

To register for the programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090, op-
tion 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”


