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Extraordinary Professionals. 

HOLIDAY SEASON FUNDRAISER...The Tiny Tim Board is beginning to
prepare for Tiny Tim Carol Night and needs the community to begin to plan to
participate in order for the fundraiser to be successful. Members of the Tiny Tim
Board are hoping for widespread community support to make its annual fundraiser
a success. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jodi Frank, Barbara Anilo, Carol Kiley,
Bernadette Hoyer, and, seated, Mari McDevitt and Flavia Blechinger.

Mayor Al Smith May Revisit
Historic Preservation of Homes
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said last week at a
council meeting that he may want to
revisit a proposal to identify historic
houses in Scotch Plains with an eye
toward preserving their exteriors.

County to Close Det. Ctr.,
Move Offenders to Essex

In early 2016, the township council
had discussed enacting a new his-
toric-preservation ordinance that
would empower a commission to iden-
tify historic houses, propose desig-
nating them as historic — meaning
the exteriors of the buildings could
not be significantly altered — and
then having the council ratify those
decisions. The process would likely
have involved a deed restriction be-
ing placed on the house to prevent
present and future owners from alter-
ing the appearance of the outside of
the home.

Those discussions, which included
input from several owners of historic
homes, eventually went nowhere, with
then-mayor Kevin Glover opposing
any new ordinance and saying at the
time that such a move would infringe
on private-property rights.

Mayor Smith’s comments at last
week’s township council meeting
came after a resident noted the demo-
lition that same day of a 270-year-old
home at the corner of Westfield Av-
enue and Westfield Road that was
home to John Baldwin Osborn, a
Revolutionary War soldier. The mayor
said it might be “worthwhile” to re-
visit the proposed ordinance to “see if

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holders have taken the first step to-
wards closing the county’s 10-year-
old, 76-bed juvenile detention center
by approving an agreement with Essex
County to send youth offenders to the
neighboring county’s facility in New-
ark. The Union County detention cen-
ter will close effective February 28,
2019.

Officials said that closing the Union
County center, located on Edward
Street in Linden, will save $24 million
in operational costs over the next three
years. The agreement, approved unani-
mously 9 to 0 by the board Thursday
night, is for five years and includes an
option to renew for another five years.

“We have been carefully reviewing
the possibility of the juvenile deten-
tion center closure for months, and this
decision has not been taken lightly,”
Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados
said in prepared remarks.

“While no immediate determina-
tion has been made for the re-use of the
Union County detention center once it
is closed, the county manager (Ed
Oatman) and the freeholder board will
explore the most effective and effi-
cient repurposing of the facility,” Mr.
Granados said.

According to a county press release,
the average daily population at the
juvenile detention center has declined
from a high of 43 detainees in January
of 2012 to 10 this past year, a decline
of 77 percent.

Ron Charles, director of Union
County Correctional Services, told the
board that a review of the Linden
facility was completed shortly after
the center was moved from the De-
partment of Human Services to Cor-
rectional Services in 2017. He said the
review included safety and security,
policy and procedures, programs and
services and financial and budget op-
erations.

He said a review of data revealed a
“steady decline (of housed
offenders)...over the last six years” at

the detention facility. Realizing this
trend, county officials began looking
into shared services with neighboring
Middlesex, Bergen, Morris and Essex
Counties.

“Middlesex and Morris were ruled
out because of their distance (from
Union County). Bergen County does
not have the capacity to house our total
population of Union County offend-
ers,” Mr. Charles said.

He noted that the Essex detention
center has video conferencing to the
courts and electronic monitoring,
“which will help reduce the transpor-
tation and security costs of our sheriff’s
department.” In addition, it was noted
that the Newark detention center has a
swimming pool, an all-day school, a
library and offers GED classes and
college-level classes.

Bibi Taylor, the county’s finance
director, said the Union County deten-
tion center’s 2018 operating budget
was $12 million. Ms. Taylor said the
county anticipates a cost of $3.9 mil-
lion in the first year of the shared-
service agreement, resulting in a “net
savings” of $6.9 million in 2019. These
costs include $991,000 to house 15
Union County youth offenders on a
per diem rate in Essex County. The per
diem rate will be $217.41 per offender
(exclusive of medical and educational
services) in the first year, increasing 2
percent annually in the remaining four
years of the agreement.

There currently are 11 offenders
housed in Linden and 63 in Newark, a
242-bed detention center. Essex also
has an agreement with Passaic County.

Factored into the financial projec-
tions for first-year expenses are costs
with closing the Linden facility in-
cluding terminal pay for staff with five
or more years with Union County and
unemployment benefits. The Linden
facility employs 82 workers, includ-
ing 56 juvenile detention officers, 12
senior juvenile detention officers,
seven supervisors and seven civilian
employees.

Mr. Granados said Essex County
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PENN STATE FANS...Among the 110,889 fans inside Beaver Stadium for
Saturday’s Penn State-Ohio State contest were these current Westfield residents,
seen here prior to the game holding up The Westfield Leader. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Bill Kane, Chris Loder, Mark Szollar, Rich Bodmer, David Kane,
Chris Witzel, Pete Echausse and Colleen Echausse.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STOPPING BULLIES...Some 300 students, parents, teachers, principals and officials from Scotch Plains and Fanwood
attend an anti-bullying event on Tuesday at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, where
Diane Grossman, founder of Mallory’s Army, spoke about her daughter’s suicide and how to create a safer environment
for students.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE BIG SKATE...Workers begin erecting the metal frame Tuesday for the tent
that will cover the temporary ice skating rink being constructed atop the basket-
ball court at Westfield’s Gumbert Park.

Mayor Mahr Reports on
Issues of Concern to Residents

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – A successful “Cof-
fee with the Mayor” was reported
during Monday evening’s borough
council meeting. According to Mayor
Colleen Mahr and members of the
council, the event is held a few times
a year to allow residents to “openly
discuss concerns and bring up ques-
tions and ideas to Borough Hall.”

The latest “Coffee with the Mayor”
was held last Saturday at the Rail-
side Café on South Avenue. Mayor
Mahr stated that one of the concerns
that came from Saturday’s meeting
and previous meetings was the fre-
quency of trains leaving the

borough’s train station and going to
New York City and the added com-
muting time when having to get a
connecting train from Newark.

Mayor Mahr said that some resi-
dents had asked about the ongoing
dialogue between NJ Transit and the
borough’s leaders to add more morn-
ing and afternoon trips to the city.
Four more trips in the morning and
four more trips in the afternoon were
specifically suggested.

In August, Mayor Mahr, in addi-
tion to Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle, Bound Brook Mayor Rob-
ert Fazen and other members of the
Mayors Coalition of Raritan Valley
Rail Line sent a petition to Governor

Phil Murphy and members of the
state Senate and Assembly to ex-
press concern over “NJ Transit’s
deteriorating service and, specifi-
cally, the limited number of peak-
hour one-seat rides for the Raritan
Valley Line customers.”

It was noted that the towns repre-
sented in the Mayors Coalition rep-
resent more than 23,000 residents
who use the train daily.

In other business, the mayor and
council members discussed upcom-
ing resolutions, including one to
award a contract to make the side of
the municipal building handicapped
accessible and Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) compliant; a
resolution to repurpose the recycling
center and a resolution to make re-
pairs to the borough’s new ambu-
lance.

The governing body also acknowl-
edged that October was Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month and that Na-
tional Fire Prevention Week would
be observed October 7 to October
13. It was suggested that the Volun-
teer of the Month Award be given to
a member of the fire department in
recognition of Fire Prevention Week.

The borough’s Family 5K run is
scheduled for Sunday, October 21.
More information can be found on
the borough’s website.

It also was noted that the annual
Halloween Parade is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 31, at 6 p.m.,
and that more adult volunteers for
the event are needed.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, October 15, at 7
p.m., at Borough Hall.

there might be some interest” on the
part of homeowners living in historic
homes.

The council last week also passed a
resolution declaring the Bowcraft
Amusement Park as a Non-Condem-
nation Area in Need of Redevelop-
ment and directing Cranford-based
Harbor Consultants to prepare a draft
redevelopment plan for the 12.6-acre
property. The “non-condemnation”
prefix is a recently-enacted statutory
change that allows towns that have no
intention or expectation of using emi-
nent domain to designate a redevel-
opment area and use all other statu-
tory tools at its disposal — except
eminent domain — without causing
concerns among residents that emi-
nent domain could be used, in this
case, against the Bowcraft property.

The Bowcraft designation comes
more than two years after a redevel-
opment plan was approved for the
Route 22 site that will eventually see
the construction of 190 apartments
and 10 townhomes, with 35 of those
units being designated as affordable
housing. The property has been slated
for housing development for some 20
years. There is no firm timetable for
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Council OKs Community
Development Application

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli and the borough council
on Tuesday authorized the borough’s
application for a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant. The application
facilitates Mountainside receiving
federal funding for senior programs,
stated Borough Administrator Jim
Debbie.

Mr. Debbie said the grant, after
being received, will be applied to
paying for a senior coordinator, se-
nior traveling expenses such as bus
services to and from doctor appoint-
ments, and other senior-focused pro-
gramming.

He said that although the grant is
federally funded, the program is co-
ordinated at the Union County level.
In previous years, Mountainside re-
ceived grants totaling between $9,000
and $11,000, stated Mr. Debbie.

Mayor Mirabelli said the borough

will decline all bids on the municipal
building tennis court repaving project.
Mr. Debbie said the bids came in over
the amount that was projected.

Mr. Debbie stated that by declining
or rejecting all current bids received,
the borough will be able to solicit new
bids through an official process al-
lowing for pricing competition.

During the public commentary por-
tion of the meeting, borough resident
and honorary Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) member Gary
Whyte thanked Mayor Mirabelli and
the Mountainside police officers who
spoke at the PBA’s quarterly meeting.
Mr. Whyte said the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (DEA) representative
enlightened members on the constant
effort by law enforcement officials,
both federally and state-wide, to com-
bat the opioid epidemic.

Mr. Whyte said law enforcement
officials explained that drug addicts


