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A. Total No. of Copies printed 5,250 4,600
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3. Sales through dealers, carriers,

 street vendors and counter sales 297 346
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D. Free distribution by mail
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3.  Outside of mail 15 15

E. Total Free Distribution 740 317
F.  Total Distributin (C+E) 4,394 3,929
G. Copies not distributed 775 671
H. TOTAL (F+G) 5,169 4,600
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LEADER IN CHINA...Andrew and Jennifer Blumenstock of Garwood recently
returned from a trip to China and The Westfield Leader came with them. They are
are shown at The Great Wall.

LEADER AT PENN STATE...Among the 110,889 fans inside Beaver Stadium for
Saturday’s Penn State-Ohio State contest were these current Westfield residents,
seen here prior to the game holding up The Westfield Leader. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Bill Kane, Chris Loder, Mark Szollar, Rich Bodmer, David Kane,
Chris Witzel, Pete Echausse and Colleen Echausse.
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Garwood Planning Bd.
depending if the council decides to
“meter the spots.”

Currently, the property is an open
parking lot located next to the fire
department with a home and a busi-
ness once being maintained on the
property’s location, stated Mr.
Bartels. The proposed building
height is a three-story building or 35
feet in height. He said the building’s
height is compliant with zoning or-
dinances.

The development will provide 84-
percent impervious coverage, an 11-
percent reduction, or improvement,
from the 95-percent impervious cov-
erage the parking lot and existing
structures maintain, Mr. Bartels ex-
plained. He said that under the
borough’s ordinance, 80 percent im-
pervious coverage is allowed with-
out a variance. Impervious coverage
is any surface that cannot maintain
or does not allow rainfall infiltra-
tion. The planning board and town
planner consider the amount of im-
pervious coverage allowed in a zone
to prevent flooding.

Briefly before the hearing began,
Mr. Minks stated that the South Av-
enue I (Casale) demolition and
cleanup should be finished within
the month. The buildings on the
Casale property are being removed
“piecemeal,” compliant with Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) standards, stated
Mr. Minks.

A resident “took it upon himself to
police us (Casale demolition),” stated
Mr. Minks, noting that the resident
contacted political activist Ralph
Nader regarding concerns over how
the demolition would affect the safety
of Garwood residents. In addition,
the resident contacted the EPA and
DEP, suggesting “salaciously” and

“baselessly” that the site contained
radioactive material from the “Man-
hattan Project,” stated Mr. Minks.

After further investigation, Mr.
Minks said Russo was in full com-
pliance with environmental stan-
dards, both federally and according
to state guidelines, adding that the
site poses no health risks to the pub-
lic.

“We were given a clean bill of
health,” said Mr. Minks as he de-
scribed a letter provided by the DEP
to Russo after the DEP investigated
the resident’s assertion.

However, Mr. Minks stated that
upon Mayor Charles Lombardo’s and
the borough council’s discretion,
Russo is willing to conduct a public
forum as the company did before the
demolition began.

Mr. Minks said the forum would
allow those who sat in on the last
meeting and those who had not at-
tended to ask any questions or ex-
press concerns as they see fit. The
town-hall-style meeting would al-
low Russo’s hired environmental
remediation experts to provide gen-
eral updates on the status of the
cleanup.

Mr. Minks said a “warm winter”
(one with less ground freezing) will
keep the development’s progression
at a steady pace. He said by spring
the demolition, soil removal and res-
toration, and actual “vertical” con-
struction should commence.

No official date for the town-hall-
style meeting has been decided upon.
More information will be provided
after the next council meeting.

Councilwoman and planning
board liaison, Sara Todisco, said the
meeting would be a “good idea,”
allowing residents to stay informed
and updated on the development’s
timeline.

housed in Linden and 63 in Newark,
a 242-bed detention center. Essex
also has an agreement with Passaic
County.

Factored into the financial pro-
jections for first-year expenses are
costs with closing the Linden facil-
ity including terminal pay for staff
with five or more years with Union
County and unemployment benefits.
The Linden facility employs 82
workers, including 56 juvenile de-
tention officers, 12 senior juvenile
detention officers, seven supervi-
sors and seven civilian employees.

Mr. Granados said Essex County
has agreed to interview workers los-
ing their jobs in Linden for vacan-
cies at its facility.

Ms. Taylor said the county antici-
pates the financial savings to in-
crease to $8.7 million in 2020 and
$8.9 million in 2021 as the county
will no longer be paying unemploy-
ment benefits for laid-off workers,
for a three-year savings from 2019
through 2021 of $24.6 million.

Based on housing only 10 offend-
ers at the Linden facility, Ms. Tay-
lor said Union County was averag-
ing $1.2 million in operating costs
per year per offender.

Mr. Granados called the deal with
Essex a “financially responsible
agreement that provides benefits to
our county’s taxpayers, realizes ef-
ficiencies and provides proper fa-
cilities for our juveniles with com-
parable services.”

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son disputed the savings projec-
tions beyond the first year of the
agreement. He said the savings dis-
appear when debt service is fac-
tored in, noting debt payments on
the facility of $2 million annually
extend through 2035.

“We’re looking at a $25-million
loss, no savings,” Mr. Paterson told
the board.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said Mr.
Paterson’s comment that the county
will be paying debt service the next
17 years on an empty building is “a
good talking point, but it goes right
past the point that this building is
not going to remain empty.”

“Certainly the county will take
some time and make a reasoned and
knowledgeable decision on what we
are going to do with this building,”
Mr. Bergen said.

In looking at the future of the
Linden detention center, Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh said he hoped the
site would not become a future fa-
cility for Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), which other
board members agreed should not
happen.

Freeholder Chris Hudak, who re-
sides in Linden, called the agree-
ment “a positive step” and a “real
savings” for Union County.
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Subdivision
ous coverage could mean more water
run-off down hill during a storm, stated
Mr. LaPlace.

Ms. Marcus stated that the appli-
cant “appreciates” the board’s feed-
back. She said the applicant wants to
render a development design fitting
with Westfield and the planning
board’s standards.

Mr. Page, who grew up in Westfield,
said he wants to finalize a design with
little environmental impact that adds
to the neighborhood, not just a subdi-
vision to build more houses on a
wooded area.

community to comprise the commis-
sion.

Mayor Brindle, who was not present
at Monday’s health board meeting,
told The Westfield Leader that “hav-
ing children myself who are in school,
I know how it is,” describing the
impact mental health has on the entire
school and individuals alike.

“There’s also a lot going on with
adults, parents, that never gets talked
about,” Mayor Brindle said.

Mayor Brindle said the commis-
sion does not have a finite “action
agenda” set in place just yet. How-
ever, the commission was created to
provide resources for students and
adult community members alike, al-
lowing reprieve and guidance “from
what they are going through or to help
them better manage what they are
going through.”
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Bd. of Health

Cranford OKs Fiber Optics,
Discusses AH Privately

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Special Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee approved Sunesys, LLC
to install fiber optic cable on five
additional conduit poles within the
township’s public right of way.
Sunesys is a telecommunications pro-
vider and considered a public utility,
according to the resolution passed by
the committee at a special meeting
Tuesday.

The additional cables are con-
nected to TV-35, Administrator
Terence Wall said. Should the town-
ship committee consider at a later
date to further connect all the town-
ship-owned buildings to the fiber
optic network, the costs could be
“hundreds of thousands of dollars,”

Mr. Wall said. According to
LinkedIn, Sunesys is a leading pro-
vider of premium bandwidth services
and a private, high-density fiber op-
tic network.

After passing the resolution, the
committee entered into a closed ses-
sion to discuss its third-round af-
fordable-housing obligation, as well
as personnel/administration issues.

Representatives of Harbor Consult-
ants, who have been hired by the
township to provide affordable-hous-
ing consulting, were present at the
meeting.

Affordable-housing obligations
under a judgment of compliance and
repose imposed by the Superior Court
of New Jersey must be satisfied by
the township by the end of the year.

Council OKs Community
Development Application

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli and the borough council
on Tuesday authorized the borough’s
application for a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant. The application
facilitates Mountainside receiving
federal funding for senior programs,
stated Borough Administrator Jim
Debbie.

Mr. Debbie said the grant, after
being received, will be applied to
paying for a senior coordinator, se-
nior traveling expenses such as bus
services to and from doctor appoint-
ments, and other senior-focused pro-
gramming.

He said that although the grant is
federally funded, the program is co-
ordinated at the Union County level.
In previous years, Mountainside re-
ceived grants totaling between $9,000
and $11,000, stated Mr. Debbie.

Mayor Mirabelli said the borough
will decline all bids on the municipal
building tennis court repaving project.
Mr. Debbie said the bids came in over
the amount that was projected.

Mr. Debbie stated that by declining
or rejecting all current bids received,
the borough will be able to solicit new

bids through an official process al-
lowing for pricing competition.

During the public commentary por-
tion of the meeting, borough resident
and honorary Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) member Gary
Whyte thanked Mayor Mirabelli and
the Mountainside police officers who
spoke at the PBA’s quarterly meeting.
Mr. Whyte said the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (DEA) representative
enlightened members on the constant
effort by law enforcement officials,
both federally and state-wide, to com-
bat the opioid epidemic.

Mr. Whyte said law enforcement
officials explained that drug addicts
often seek loose change or easy-to-
carry valuables from unlocked cars
and unlocked homes. “Car-hopping,”
as it is referred to, is common through-
out New Jersey and Union County,
stated Mr. Whyte. It involves drug
addicts seeking entry into multiple
cars on a given night throughout a
variety of neighborhoods and towns.

The governing body proposed au-
thorizing a $500 donation to the PTA
Fall Festival. In addition, Stephen
DeVito will be proposed for approval
as a volunteer firefighter at the Tues-
day, October 16 meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRATING COLUMBUS DAY...The United States and Italian flags were
on display at the Columbus Day Ceremony held Sunday morning at the Westfield
Train Station parking lot. The event was organized by the Westfield Italian
American Club and the Westfield Chapter of UNICO.


