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Extraordinary Professionals. 

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SIGNS OF FALL… At the Apple Fest at Reeve History and Cultural Resource
Center on Saturday, food, music, games and tours filled the attendees with the fun
of a fall festival.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REDEDICATION OF GURRIERI PARK...Carol Lombardo, Historical Com-
mittee chairwoman, speaks at Saturday’s  Garwood Historical Committee's 25th
anniversary rededication of the Georgiana Gurrieri Memorial Park.  Ms. Gurrieri
served as a Garwood councilwoman from 1975 to 1986 and as mayor from 1987
to 1990.
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County to Close Det. Ctr.,
Move Offenders to Essex

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holders have taken the first step
towards closing the county’s 10-
year-old, 76-bed juvenile detention
center by approving an agreement
with Essex County to send youth
offenders to the neighboring
county’s facility in Newark. The
Union County detention center will
close effective February 28, 2019.

Officials said that closing the
Union County center, located on
Edward Street in Linden, will save
$24 million in operational costs over
the next three years. The agreement,
approved unanimously 9 to 0 by the
board Thursday night, is for five
years and includes an option to re-
new for another five years.

“We have been carefully review-
ing the possibility of the juvenile
detention center closure for months,
and this decision has not been taken
lightly,” Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados said in prepared
remarks.

“While no immediate determina-
tion has been made for the re-use of
the Union County detention center
once it is closed, the county man-
ager (Ed Oatman) and the freeholder
board will explore the most effec-
tive and efficient repurposing of the
facility,” Mr. Granados said.

According to a county press re-
lease, the average daily population
at the juvenile detention center has
declined from a high of 43 detain-
ees in January of 2012 to 10 this
past year, a decline of 77 percent.

Ron Charles, director of Union
County Correctional Services, told
the board that a review of the Lin-
den facility was completed shortly
after the center was moved from the
Department of Human Services to
Correctional Services in 2017. He

said the review included safety and
security, policy and procedures,
programs and services and finan-
cial and budget operations.

He said a review of data revealed
a “steady decline (of housed
offenders)...over the last six years”
at the detention facility. Realizing
this trend, county officials began
looking into shared services with
neighboring Middlesex, Bergen,
Morris and Essex Counties.

“Middlesex and Morris were
ruled out because of their distance
(from Union County). Bergen
County does not have the capacity
to house our total population of
Union County offenders,” Mr.
Charles said.

He noted that the Essex detention
center has video conferencing to
the courts and electronic monitor-
ing, “which will help reduce the
transportation and security costs of
our sheriff’s department.” In addi-
tion, it was noted that the Newark
detention center has a swimming
pool, an all-day school, a library
and offers GED classes and col-
lege-level classes.

Bibi Taylor, the county’s finance
director, said the Union County de-
tention center’s 2018 operating bud-
get was $12 million. Ms. Taylor
said the county anticipates a cost of
$3.9 million in the first year of the
shared-service agreement, resulting
in a “net savings” of $6.9 million in
2019. These costs include $991,000
to house 15 Union County youth
offenders on a per diem rate in Essex
County. The per diem rate will be
$217.41 per offender (exclusive of
medical and educational services)
in the first year, increasing 2 per-
cent annually in the remaining four
years of the agreement.

There currently are 11 offenders

Garwood Board Receives
Update on Russo II Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning
board heard initial testimony Sep-
tember 26 from Russo
Development’s senior vice-president
of development, Doug E. Bartels, as
the applicant, South Avenue II Ur-
ban Renewal (Russo subsidiary) is
seeking site-plan approval for a 72-
unit building known as South Av-
enue II.

The development is “an as of right
application,” or part of Garwood’s
affordable-housing obligation, stated
Russo attorney Christopher Minks.
The building will be located parallel
to Willow Avenue and South Av-
enue, along West Street.

The South Avenue II development
proposes a bedroom mix including
eight studio apartments, 32 one-bed-
room units, 24 two-bedroom units
and eight three-bedroom units, stated
Mr. Bartels.

Eleven units will be COAH (Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing) compli-
ant or the court-mandated 15 per-
cent “affordable set-aside” units, Mr.

Bartels said. Six of the affordable
units will be two-bedroom units,
three will be three-bedroom units
and two will be one-bedroom units,
according to Mr. Bartels.

The development will offer 116
covered-parking spaces and 18 sur-
face spaces, stated Mr. Bartels. The
surface parking spaces will be shared
or open to the public in order to
promote foot traffic to Garwood’s
downtown, stated Mr. Minks.

“We’ll try to keep those spaces
relatively open,” stated Mr. Minks
as he described the spaces being
available to the development’s resi-
dents, but suggesting visitors will be
able to take advantage of those spaces
rather frequently or throughout a
given day.

Mr. Bartels said in total the devel-
opment sets aside 134 spaces or 1.86
spaces per residential unit developed.
Twenty-two parking spaces will be
set aside for municipal parking.

Mr. Minks stated that the 22 mu-
nicipal parking spaces can generate
additional revenue for the borough
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE BIG SKATE...Workers begin erecting the metal frame Tuesday for the tent that will cover the temporary ice skating
rink being constructed atop the basketball court at Westfield’s Gumbert Park.

Board of Health Supports
Smoke-Free Events Ordinance

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Councilman
David Contract told the board of
health Monday that he was seeking
the board’s opinion on a town ordi-
nance designating municipal-spon-
sored events as “smoke-free envi-
ronments.”

Mr. Contract said residents had
voiced concerns about the impact of
second-hand smoke on children at-
tending such events. The health board
unanimously agreed at Monday’s
monthly meeting that it would sup-
port an ordinance at minimum desig-
nating a smoking area or banning
smoking from municipal-sponsored
events such as street fairs.

The town’s current ordinance dis-
allows combustible tobacco con-
sumption in vicinities including
schools, pools, outdoor cafes and
sidewalks.

“Not that many people are smok-
ing at downtown events, (but it) only
takes one person to mar the evening,”
Councilman Contract said.

Health Board member Dr.
Lawrence D. Budnick said the pre-
vailing presumption is that a cigar
smoker could create second-hand
smoke, subjecting children and adult
patrons to exposure. Dr. Budnick
said his “cigar smoker” analogy was
inspired by his past experiences at
street fairs where patrons had men-
tioned they were bothered by cigar

smoke.
Health Board Liaison and Coun-

cilwoman Jo Ann Neylan said her
concerns or questions would pertain
to the enforcement costs. The coun-
cilwoman said she was “very mind-
ful” of legislating ordinances, which
would be hard or costly to enforce.

Councilman Contract said the or-
dinance could be enforced by the
police department as a “last resort.”
He said the idea is for people to
“self-police.” He reasoned that an
advertisement for an event would
state that it is a “smoke-free” event.

Health Officer Megan Avallone
said “very rarely” or in “only one
instance” has she encountered an
individual who continued to smoke
during a “smoke-free” event or in a
“non-smoking” area.

Board member Dr. Vasilios
Diamantopoulos said smokers “are
humans, too, who are fighting a
physical addiction.” Dr.
Diamantopoulos stated that making
events “smoke free” could be exclu-
sionary to individuals who are bat-
tling their smoking habit while also
participating in a family outing.

Dr. Diamantopoulos said he rec-
ognizes the “dangers of second-hand
smoke,” but perhaps the town coun-
cil would want to consider a smok-
ing area away from general activi-
ties or passing patrons.

Councilman Contract said “every-
thing is a balance,” but that an active
ordinance disallowing combustible
tobacco consumption “sends a mes-
sage to the community.”

In other business, Mayor Shelley
Brindle’s Youth and Family Health
Commission has developed a steer-
ing committee that includes the
mayor, Ms. Avallone and Westfield
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan, Ed.D. The steering commit-
tee will select 10 members from the

Subdivision Proposed to Board
For Six-Acre Prospect St. Property
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning board
on Monday night heard Camelot
LLC’s concept plan for 1485 Pros-
pect Street to subdivide the single-
family residential lot into three sepa-
rate single-family lots. The applicant’s
attorney, Meredith H. Marcus, said a
total of eight homes, three of which
would be located in Westfield, would
sit on six acres of property.

Camelot LLC’s engineer, Kevin G.
Page, stated that he prepared two
separate concept plans for the three
homes proposed for development in

Westfield.
Town Planner Donald Sammet said

a concept plan would allow the devel-
oper, the applicant and professional
witnesses to propose a concept to the
board before any official hearing is
held or a final decision rendered. Mr.
Sammet said the “unique” ability to
hear concept plans is specific to the
planning board and is something the
zoning board is “unfortunately” not
able to conduct.

Mr. Sammet said the concept plan
allows the planning board to provide
“general feedback or input” before
individual variances are sought.

The property is “heavily wooded”
and surrounded by “wetlands and
slopes,” Ms. Marcus told The
Westfield Leader. A new road will
have to be built to connect the prop-
erties to surrounding neighborhoods,
she stated.

Planning board member Darielle
Walsh said an entrance from Moun-
tain Avenue versus Prospect Street
would be less favorable, in her opin-
ion. Ms. Walsh said when consider-
ing existing traffic flow onto Moun-
tain Avenue from Route 22, Prospect
Street becomes a more viable option
or entrance to the development.

“It seems the planning board ap-
preciated aspects or specifics from
both plans. Our engineer will have to
devise a plan based on the board’s
positive feedback. The final product

will contain aspects of both plans,”
Ms. Marcus told The Leader.

He explained that with three homes
proposed for development on 3.2
acres, the developer must design all
eight homes (the other side of the
street will be Scotch Plains) to aes-
thetically fit their own neighborhood.
Scotch Plains’ zoning ordinance al-
lows for each individual lot up to
13,500 square feet, while Westfield
allows each lot to be sized up to
40,000 square feet, Ms. Marcus ex-
plained.

Mayor Shelley Brindle said it was
important that the final product fits
the Westfield aesthetic. Even though
a property is zoned for a substan-
tially-sized home, the “cookie-cutter,
modern McMansion is not fitting with
what we want in Westfield,” Mayor
Brindle stated.

Ms. Marcus explained that the next
plan will be in keeping with
Westfield’s zoning ordinance so that
each lot complies with the 40,000-
square-foot zoning maximum while
also protecting the environmental
impact each development will have.

Planning board member Michael
LaPlace said a plan protecting imper-
vious coverage or minimizing imper-
vious coverage is something the board
favors. Impervious coverage relates
to the amount of open space for rain
water to be absorbed. More impervi-

LEADER IN ENGLAND...The Union County Football Club's 2005 Pumas,
holding a copy of The Westfield Leader, participated in a soccer tour in England
in August. Pictured, from left to right, are: top row, Neil Radley (coach), Ian
Schultz, Evan Crozier, Kenneth Ugalde, Cooper DelGandio, Spencer Shore, Noah
Fischer, Ryan Bertsch, Patrick Chase and Michael Liebermann; middle row,
Anthony Buoscio, Brady Longstreet, James Regan, Liam Carno, William Crall
and Brendan Percival in front.


