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Annual Hometown Holiday
Celebration This Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship invites residents to its Hometown
Holiday Celebration this Sunday, De-
cember 2 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

The celebration will feature a horse-
drawn carriage rides, petting zoo, vis-
its with Santa, hot chocolate and do-
nuts, cookie decorating, face paint-
ing and more. Santa arrives at 3 p.m.
and goes back to the North Pole at 5
p.m. after the lights the town’s Christ-
mas tree. New to this year’s event will
be a holiday variety show perfor-
mance featuring Theatrical Artists
Prep students and faculty from 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m. on the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green stage.

Come back for more fun on Monday,
December 3 to gather around the
Menorah. Sponsored by the Chabad of
Union County, the event begins at 6
p.m. with songs, latkes, and donuts for
everyone. The celebration culminates
with a Gelt Drop from the town’s ladder
truck and, the lighting of the Menorah.

Mayor Al Smith invites all residents
to downtown Scotch Plains to take in
the sights and sounds of the holidays.

“Spend some time enjoying the ac-
tivities with your friends and neighbors
on the Alan Augustine Green,” Mayor
Smith said. “Then have a bite to eat at
one our great local restaurants.”

The mayor added, “Please remem-
ber our less fortunate neighbors this
holiday season and bring a non-per-
ishable food item to donate to local
food banks.”

Admission to both events is free
and are made possible by donations

and contributions from the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation. The Menorah Lighting is
made possible by the Chabad of Union
County.

Other sponsors are the Scotch
Plains Volunteer Firefighters Asso-
ciation, Scotch Plains PBA Local 87,
the Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL,
Rossi Funeral Home, The Stage House
Tavern, Caffrey Tree, Trudy Burke
and Heather Kobos.

Fanwood to Present
Holiday Celebration
FANWOOD — Fanwood’s holi-

day season officially begins when
Santa Claus arrives in the borough
on Sunday, December 2, at 3 p.m.
The date has changed from the origi-
nally announced date of December
9.

Everyone is invited to meet Santa
under the big tent on the lawn in
front of Fanwood’s North Avenue
Train Station and enjoy an after-
noon of seasonal music, holiday
crafts and refreshments — all for
free.

Families are invited to bring their
cameras and take pictures of their
children with Santa. Additionally,
children can enter contests and win
prizes. The celebration will conclude
at 5 p.m. when Mayor Colleen Mahr
lights the Fanwood borough tree on
the train station lawn. This event is
sponsored by the Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission.

MOTORCYCLE PATROL...Summit Police Officer Christopher Eriksen re-
cently completed the two-week course and will be the first current Summit Police
officer to conduct motorcycle patrols. The Summit Police Department has added
a 2019 Harley Davidson Electra Glide motorcycle to its fleet of traffic unit vehicles
though a donation from a local foundation. The motorcycle will be used for specific
traffic enforcement and control, parades and escorts and not for general patrol
specific duties such as answering calls.

Bill Legalizing Marijuana
Gains Committee Approval
TRENTON – Legislation that would

legalize adult use marijuana in New
Jersey gained the approval of a state
Senate committee on Monday. Spon-
sored by Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
2nd, Linden) and Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester),
the bill, S-2703, would legalize the
possession and use of limited amounts
of marijuana for adults 21 and older
and create an organizational and regu-
latory system to oversee the opera-
tions of the business.

“Marijuana prohibition has
failed,” Senator Scutari said. “It is
time to end the detrimental effect
these archaic drug laws are having
on our residents and our state. This
bill will create a strictly regulated
system that permits adults to pur-
chase limited amounts of marijuana
for personal use. It will bring mari-
juana out of the underground market
where it can be controlled, regulated
and taxed, just as alcohol has been
for decades.”

The bill was approved by the Sen-
ate Budget and Appropriations Com-
mittee with a vote of 7 – 4, with two
abstentions.

“Marijuana is already being sold
and used, but it is the dealers who are
running the drug trade and they are
selling marijuana that is sometimes
laced with other products,” said Sena-
tor Sweeney. “We developed a plan
that will put in place rules and regula-
tions that allow for adult-use can-
nabis in a responsible way. As a regu-
lated product, legal marijuana will be
safe and controlled.”

In addition to abolishing the crimi-
nal penalties that have been dispro-
portionately imposed on minority
communities, the bill includes other
“social justice” reforms, including the
expungement of past convictions, the
designation of “impact zones” with
preferences for new cannabis busi-
nesses in communities most adversely
affected by the “war on drugs,” and
incentives for disabled veterans and
local residents.

Senator Scutari said that taxing
marijuana could generate millions
of dollars and the industry could
create thousands of jobs in sales,
production and related services.
Marijuana products will be taxed at
12 percent by the state with an addi-
tional two percent by host munici-
palities, if they choose.

New Jersey spends an estimated
$125 million a year on enforcement,
according to a report by the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). The
report also found African-Americans
are 2.8 times more likely in New

Jersey to be arrested for marijuana
possession than a caucasian person,
even though the rate of marijuana use
is similar.

In 2016, New Jersey was the third
in the nation in total marijuana arrests
– after Texas and New York – and
second only to Wyoming in mari-
juana arrest rate. In 2016, 32,263
people were arrested in New Jersey
for marijuana possession, according
to data from the FBI’s Uniform Crime
Reporting program.

A local governmental entity may
prohibit the operation of a cannabis
establishment for a period of five
years at a time, prohibit the consump-
tion of non-smoking cannabis in a
public place and other ordinances or
regulations, including time, place and
manner zoning restrictions.

The bill would allow for the imme-
diate expungement of convictions for
ant past acts that would no longer be
a crime or offense under this bill. The
expungement application fee of ap-
proximately $200 would be waived
for past possession offenses. All pend-
ing possession cases would be dis-
missed and people currently incar-
cerated for marijuana possession
would be released.

New Jersey United for Marijuana
Reform (NJUMR) issued a statement
on the legislation. “We believe New
Jersey is on the brink of making history
to right some of the wrongs of aggres-
sive enforcement under the drug war by
legalizing recreational marijuana, and
they must do it in a way that advances
racial justice....The bills...create spaces
for people who can’t consume at home,
allow delivery for people with limited
mobility, and work toward an equity
program to promote an inclusive indus-
try in New Jersey.”

The group said the current bills
offer some money to defray the cost
of expungements, but do not contain
any plans for reinvestment in com-
munities harmed by the drug war.
Also, NJUMR said the bills have no
provisions to allow people to grow
small amounts of marijuana in their
homes for personal use.

Pallone Commends FDA on
Menthol, E-Cig. Crackdown

Watson Coleman Responds
To Incident at Border

EWING, NJ – Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th) on
Monday issued the following state-
ment after Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) agents fired tear gas at
refugees seeking asylum in the U.S. at
the San Ysidro border crossing.

“Yesterday was a dark day for
America. Donald Trump sanctioned
the use of teargas on hundreds of men,
women and children at the U.S. bor-
der to further bolster his own lies and
grandstanding about the nature of these
people and their motivations. The mi-
grants at the border right now are
refugees fleeing unthinkable violence
in their home countries. To greet them
with tear gas and threats of lethal force
is abhorrent.

“Every day Donald Trump reaches
new lows in his disdain for immi-
grants and people of color around the
world. Let’s be clear: this so-called
‘crisis’ at the border is an illusion that
has been ginned up by Donald Trump
and his sycophants to further his dis-
gusting anti-immigrant agenda. The
reckless violence by the U.S. govern-
ment on our own border is wanton and
disgraceful. At the end of World War
II, the United States accepted its role
as a world leader. As part of that
leadership, it has taken in more refu-
gees and asylum seekers than any
other nation. Twenty-two percent of
New Jersey’s residents began their
journey in another country, including
108,000 children. These people are
seeking the same safe harbor, and

deserve our compassion, not violence.
Honduras, Guatemala and El Salva-
dor, the nations from which most of
these refugees have fled, have faced
systematic violence as a result of de-
cades of political instability due, in
part, to U.S. political intervention.
For much of the 20th Century, it has
been U.S. policy – both official and
unofficial – to prop up authoritarian
regimes in Central America in order to
protect our own agricultural interests.
From backing leaders that perpetrated
civilian bombings to interventions that
resulted in our own forces training
eventual terrorists, the U.S. contrib-
uted directly to the instability and
violence these refugees are now run-
ning from. El Salvador and Honduras
rank number one and two in murder
rate worldwide with Guatemala com-
ing in at number 15. The 500-mile
stretch of Central America is perhaps
the deadliest piece of land outside of
an active war zone.

“For years, our nation has welcomed
immigrants because we recognize both
the growth and promise they bring
and the moral duty we have towards
our fellow human beings. One does
not walk 2,700 miles merely seeking a
‘better life.’ These refugees are trying
to save their lives and those of their
families. They are seeking asylum.
We must recognize the humanity in
those who’ve arrived at our shores,
tired, poor and yearning to breathe
free, and welcome them to take part in
the grand experiment that is America.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Energy and
Commerce Ranking Member Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-6th, Long Branch) is-
sued a statement last week on the statis-
tics on youth e-cigarette usage released
by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) and Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), and the an-
nouncement on FDA’s new steps to
address the youth e-cigarette crisis and
proposal to ban menthol in combus-
tible tobacco products:

“The statistics on youth e-ciga-
rette usage released today by FDA
and CDC are shocking. While I am
appalled that this epidemic has been
permitted to flourish, I am also en-
couraged by FDA’s actions today to
respond to this crisis. I commend
Commissioner (Scott) Gottlieb and
FDA on the agency’s proposal to
restrict the sale of flavored e-ciga-

rette products in retail stores and
increase age-verification require-
ments for flavored products that kids
and teens are disproportionately
more likely to use. However, I con-
tinue to believe that the availability
of flavored e-cigarette products over-
all should be reconsidered in order
to fully combat this epidemic. FDA’s
proposal to ban menthol in combus-
tible tobacco products is also a criti-
cal step forward that will reduce
tobacco initiation and should be
implemented as quickly as possible.

“Today’s announcement should put
tobacco and e-cigarette manufactur-
ers on notice that marketing and sell-
ing products to youth will not be
tolerated....I will also be releasing
legislation in the coming days to ad-
dress the epidemic of youth tobacco
and e-cigarette use.”
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