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Sherrie Natko Team

Sherrie Natko 
Broker Associate

C. 908.303.8133

Michele Miller 
Sales Associate

C. 908.346.2406

Congratulations 
to the Top Team 
of the Month!

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE...Westfield Area Y Men’s Club members and volun-
teers unload trees from a truck for this year’s sale. The club has held its annual
Christmas tree sale at the Elm Street field since 1953. All proceeds are donated to
local charities and non-profit organizations. The event is run by club members
from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Mountainside and Cranford, along with many
volunteers from area organizations and local youth. Trees are on sale now through
Saturday, December 22, or until trees run out. Lot hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, and 5 to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A VISIT FROM THE NORTH POLE...Santa is greeted by crowds of children and parents as he arrives for Sunday night’s
lighting of the Westfield Christmas Tree on North Avenue.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS SEASON TUNES...The Westfield Community Band performs at
Sunday night’s Westfield Christmas tree lighting ceremony.

Cranford Discusses
Legalized Marijuana
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DWC Discusses Holiday
Events, Addams Tavern

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), man-
agement entity of the Special Im-
provement District (SID), held its
final board of directors’ meeting of
2018 on Monday night.

Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the DWC, reported on the “Wel-
come Home to Westfield” events that
occurred over this past weekend.

Last Friday and Saturday, shoppers
were treated to free parking in the
downtown area on “Black Friday”
and “Small Business Saturday,” au-
thorized by the Town of Westfield.

“We like to say, if you love
Westfield, shop small, dine small,
shop Westfield,” stated Ms. Cronin.
“Whether it is supporting the small
independents or the national stores
that we call our own in downtown, it’s
important to remind people to sup-
port downtown.”

Ms. Cronin also noted that free
parking will return to the downtown
area from Saturday, December 15, to
Tuesday, January 1, 2019, so as to
encourage holiday shopping locally.

Also this past weekend the

Westfield community was invited to
take photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
which was sponsored jointly by the
DWC and Lord & Taylor. Over the
course of the weekend, more than
450 families took advantage of the
occasion.

After additional photos with fami-
lies on Sunday, Santa and Mrs. Claus
were transported to the North Avenue
train station via fire truck to oversee
the town’s annual tree lighting.

According to Ms. Cronin, the holi-
day tree lighting is a Westfield tradi-
tion dating from at least 1974. “It’s
really well received and people come
from all over for the events,” she said.

As in the past, the DWC has spon-
sored several music groups and car-
olers who entertain residents in the
downtown area on Thursday evenings,
Saturday afternoons and Sunday af-
ternoons during the month of Decem-
ber. A full schedule may be found on
the DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.

Ms. Cronin also promoted the
Miracle on Elm Street contest. “Busi-
nesses just need to encourage their
customers to enter the contest. We

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — During the town-
ship committee workshop meeting
Monday night, the committee dis-
cussed the prospect of legalized mari-
juana in New Jersey, and the potential
impact of retail marijuana in Cranford.

“It’s a topic that deserves a public
forum,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said. “I don’t think it’s a
decision that the five people here [the
committee] can make.”

After discussing the prospect of
legal marijuana with other local gov-
ernment officials, including different
mayors throughout New Jersey, Com-
missioner O’Connor said she believes
the issue is best addressed through a
community committee or panel com-
prised of representatives of different
groups throughout Cranford.

Ms. O’Connor recommended mem-
bers of the community, including the
board of education, the Cranford
Clergy Council and the Cranford
Municipal Alliance Committee, along
with residents, form the panel.

She also emphasized the impor-
tance of approaching the issue objec-
tively.

“You need people familiar with the
law enforcement end, the first re-
sponders’ end, with not just anecdotal
things to say, but who can back up
their findings with facts,” she said.
“My recommendation is we go for-
ward with the panel and look at it
through the prism of Cranford and
what’s going to work for us.”

Ms. O’Connor set an end of Janu-
ary date as a proposed time frame.
However, Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley
disagreed with the committee ap-
proach.

“I think it’s a planning board re-
view,” Ms. Dooley said, stating that
all the topics discussed by a commit-
tee would be better served using the

same “categories of people,” but
through Cranford’s public access
channel 35.

Ms. Dooley went on to express
additional reservations regarding the
proposed committee, citing a
committee’s tendency to become
overly politicized.

She believes using the planning
board as a way to approach the issue
of retail marijuana would offer “dif-
ferent views,” while agreeing with
Ms. O’Connor that retail marijuana
belongs in a public forum, and one
that would benefit from the expertise
from impacted community members.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Cranford resident
Barbara Krause urged Cranford offi-
cials not to wait for New Jersey’s
final verdict on legalizing marijuana,
but advocated following suit with
other municipalities and rejecting re-
tail marijuana. “They didn’t wait to
see what the state did; why should
we? Marijuana does not have a re-
deeming value; it’s not worth the nega-
tives.”

Also on the agenda was the
Cranford Police Department’s poten-
tial adoption of body-worn cameras.
An initiative from Acting Union
County Prosecutor Michael Monahan
calls for outfitting the remaining de-
partments in Union County, includ-
ing Cranford, with body-worn cam-
eras funded with seizure money. The
funds would cover “each agency’s
first year’s incurring cost,” according
to Police Chief Ryan Greco.

Following a national trend where
body-worn cameras are seen as a vital
part of law enforcement, the county
hopes to use money taken from the
property of criminals to bring police
departments in Union County on par
with other departments in the country
where body-worn cameras are seen

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING...Westfield’s Christmas Tree on North Avenue
was lit Sunday night. Santa and Mrs. Claus attended the annual event.
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HPC to Send Out Mailing
To Potential Historic Homes

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Historic Pres-
ervation Commission (HPC) will be-
gin a targeted mailing in January to
homeowners whose homes can be
designated as historic, stated HPC
Chairwoman Kelley Kessler at the
commission’s meeting on Monday.
Ms. Kessler stated that the mailing is
meant to engage the homeowner to
understand the benefits historic pres-
ervation brings from a homeowner-
financial perspective alongside his-
toric preservation’s role in the “town
master housing plan.”

The mailing will describe what a
historic preservation designation en-
tails, the attainment process, and why

historic preservation is important,
stated Ms. Kessler.

Starting in January and through-
out the new year, the HPC will hold
a “speaker series” featuring archi-
tect Greg Blasi discussing historic
preservation including building ma-
terials, preservation methods, and
how historic preservation can be as-
sured during the building process.

In addition, the “speaker series”
will include an “unnamed real-estate
market specialist” to explain the fi-
nancial incentives for a homeowner
to have his or her home “historically
designated,” Ms. Kessler said.

During its business agenda, the
commission approved a resolution
designating Robert L. Newell’s and

Pamela R. Newell’s home at 603
Clark Street as historic. The home is
a two-bay wide, and two-and-one-
half-story, Queen Anne-style house
with a front gable roof.

Historic architect Margaret A.
Hickey reviewed a report prepared
by her firm describing the site loca-
tion and boundaries as consistent
with the criteria set forth in
Westfield’s historic-preservation or-
dinance.

 “The home is a fine example of
the half-timbered variety of the
Queen Anne style, exhibiting many
characteristics features and finishes,”
said Ms. Hickey during a public hear-
ing in October.

Ms. Hickey identified notable “his-
toric features consistent with the
Queen Anne architectural style.”

Noted historical architectural fea-
tures are “a simple door and window
surrounds, projecting peak gables,
grouped windows, heavy turned
wood posts with solid spandrels at
the porch, an asymmetrical façade
with a one-story full-width porch
that wraps to one side, and a domi-
nant front facing gable with a shorter
stacked gable projection,” said Ms.
Hickey during her October testimony.

The Newells’ home is the third to
receive a historic designation in re-
cent months, stated Ms. Kessler.

In other business, resident Deborah
Burslem said for six years she has
asked various HPC members and
town council members to fill out an
application allowing Mindowaskin
Park be designated as a state- or
federally- recognized park. Ms.
Burslem said the designation would
allow her to apply for funding grants
to upkeep or improve the park.

“Ms. Burslem, though it may be
frustrating after six years of requests
and discussions, could you please

Cranford Files DJ Action
To Negotiate Affordable Housing
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – In an attempt to
negotiate the township obligation for
affordable housing with the Fair Share
Housing Center (FSHC), on Novem-
ber 20, the township’s affordable-hous-
ing attorney, Jeffrey Surenian and As-
sociates, filed a declaratory judgment
(DJ) action on behalf of the township.
The township is seeking to extend
immunity from builder’s remedy law-
suits past December 31, 2018, the date
the courts had set for the township to

satisfy its affordable housing, so that it
may enter into a settlement with FSHC.
Surenian has requested to hear the
request at the Union County Court-
house on Friday, December 7.

Once settled, the township would
have immunity from a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit through July 1, 2025.

The affordable-housing obligations
for Round 3 shows the township is
seeking 147 affordable units, while
the Fair Share Housing Center is argu-
ing that the township needs to provide
994, while the Mercer County deci-
sion yields 440 affordable units. The
township will seek a Vacant Land Ad-
justment to the Mercer County deci-
sion, the complaint reads.

In the record, which can be seen at
www.cranfordnj.org, the township has
outlaid how it would propose to satisfy
its prior round and third round afford-
able housing obligations. The
township’s planner, Harbor Consult-
ants, has proposed to create an overlay
zone along the North Avenue and South
Avenue corridors, a redevelopment
zone along portions of North Avenue
East, Springfield Avenue and North
Union Avenue, as well as designating
group homes, setting aside affordable
units in upcoming residential proper-
ties planned and the current planning
board application for 750 Walnut Av-
enue where owner Hartz Mountain
Industries LLC is seeking to rezone to
make way for 905 apartments. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

The township has an 85-unit reha-
bilitation obligation, the records
reads, and the township attests in the
record that in over a year it has not
received applications from eligible
applicants, but will continue to ad-
vertise the program.

Bonus credits for apartment com-
plexes Riverfront Station and
Woodmont along South Avenue and
the SERV group home are included.
“The township will shuffle and redis-
tribute the affordable units in order to
capitalize on up to 37 eligible bonus
credits based on the prior round obli-
gation of 148,” the record states. The
record asserts this move “satisfies its
37-unit rental obligation.”

COAH’s (Council on Affordable
Housing) Round 2 regulations permit
up to a total of 25 percent of the new
construction obligation to be satisfied
with age-restricted housing, the record
states. “Therefore, the township is eli-
gible for 25 percent of 148, or 37 age-
restricted housing units, to be towards
the prior round. The township is ap-
plying 37 age-restricted units from the
constructed and occupied Lincoln
Apartments project to the prior round,
completing the maximum allowed age-
restricted units,” the record states.

The planned developments include
310 Centennial Avenue, a project bring-
ing in 41.67 units/acre, with an Realis-
tic Development Potential (RDP) of

Happy Hanukkah 2018


