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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Learn about senior living  
at Lantern Hill.

New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com

Request your FREE brochure from 
the premier retirement community  
in New Providence. Get the facts 
about our vibrant lifestyle, stylish 

apartment homes, expert health 
care, and so much more!
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There’s no risk in learning more! Call 1-800-208-1976  

or visit LanternHillCommunity.com.
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MEADE, CAHERLY, SCHWARTZ LED TEAM IN SCORING

Blue Devil Boys Shared UCT;
Reached Sectional Semifinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rapid improvement and peaking at
the right time transformed this year’s
Westfield High School boys soccer
team from a relatively inexperienced
squad into a contender. By season’s
end, the Blue Devils had accomplished
a share of the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) crown with Union, ad-

vanced to the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 semifinals and finished with
an 8-6-4 record.

“I think when it came to the tourna-
ments, we felt we have put the players
in a great environment over the first
month and half to learn and succeed.
Players became more comfortable
with each other, ultimately playing
our best soccer at the most important

time in the tournaments,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Eric Shaw said.

With the graduation of 14 seniors
from a team that shared the UCT title
with Elizabeth and were outright win-
ners of the UCT crown after defeating
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in 2016, and
finished 17-1-3 (8-0 in Union County
Conference Watchung Division),

Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Games;
A Thing of the Past but Some Still in Action

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. All can be researched
at goleader.com

November 28, 1998: A make-or-
break tackle by Nygiem Calhoun in
the final seconds of the game allowed
Union to hold on for a 21-20 win over
the gallant Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School team in Union.

Raider quarterback Joe Franzone
hit receiver Blair Woodward for two
touchdown passes, one which was
with 27 seconds left in the game to
force the final Farmer stand.
Woodward’s other TD catch was a
67-yard gallop in the first quarter.
Running back Nathan Jones had a
nine-yard TD run. Jim Feeley, Dave
Herrmann, Dan Loomis and Scott
Paterson made key tackles.

November 25, 1999: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team plowed over the 17-ranked
Union Farmers, 27-13, in the Annual
Thanksgiving Classic in Scotch
Plains. Senior standout Nathan Jones
rushed for 169 yards and three TDs
and junior Gary Cousar returned an
interception 59 yards for a TD.

November 23, 2000: The Raider
football team stomped Union 34-14
in Union. Senior halfback Clifton
Freshwater reeled out TD runs of five

yards and 52 yards to give the 8-3
Raiders a 27-0 lead. The “Wild Dogs”
held the Farmers to just 14 yards total
rushing but did allow 146 yards pass-
ing – one a 65-yard touchdown pass
to Ron Booker.

Junior quarterback Brian Schiller
hit 8-for-12 passing for 129 yards,
including a 47-yard TD strike to tight
end Andrew Pavoni early in the sec-
ond quarter. Schiller also hooked six
yards around the right end for another
score. Kyle Adams returned a punt 41
yards for a TD.

November 22, 2001: “This is what
Thanksgiving Day football is all
about,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Ed Tranchina just after senior quar-
terback Louis Mercer smashed into
the end zone on a fourth-and-goal
situation from the one with 45 sec-
onds remaining to give the Westfield
High School football team a 24-21
lead and the eventual win over 7-3
Plainfield in the annual Thanksgiving
Day game before a monster crowd at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
The victory in the rivalry, which be-
gan in 1900, gave Westfield a 49-41-
7 edge over the Cardinals.

In order to prepare a fine turkey
dinner on Thanksgiving Day, it re-
quires a great cook and senior wide
receiver/safety Jay Cook was quite a

chef as he fired a 55-yard touchdown
pass to junior tight end Brian Butts,
burned the Cardinals with several
superb punts, added a nice touch with
a partially blocked a punt and sewed
up the victory with his seventh inter-
ception of the season, tying a WHS
record.

November 28, 2002: Underdogs
can be very dangerous, especially if
they are expected to lie down at the
cleats of the No. 1 rated team in Union
County. Whoops! The hosting Eliza-
beth High School football boys failed
to realize that they were dealing with
the “Wild Dogs” of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood instead of puppies and the
result was a 33-6 thrashing on the
artificial turf at Williams Field on
Thanksgiving Day.

Senior backup quarterback Markell
Harrison completed four of seven
passes for 69 yards, including respec-
tive touchdown passes of 23 yards
(wide receiver Josh Wexler) and six
yards (Charlie Bachi), and engineered
an offensive machine that also chewed
up 321 yards on the ground, which
included three rushing TDs, against
the bewildered Minutemen. Senior
running back Kyle Adams had 17
carries for 174 yards, which included
a 32-yard TD scoot, a two-point rush-

BLUE DEVILS HIT 400 WINS, KELLY 20 CAREER GOALS

Field Hockey Blue Devils Won
Conference at 9-1, Finish 16-6

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School field
hockey team had been building to-
ward something special for several
seasons. This senior-laden team en-
joyed great success in 2018. The Blue
Devils finished with a 16-6 overall
record, including 9-1 in the Essex-
Union Blue Conference, which was
good enough for first place. They
advanced to the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament where
they lost 4-1 to No. 3 seed, Kent
Place. The Blue Devils made it to the
semifinal round of the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Group IV Tourna-

ment before bowing to Bridgewater-
Raritan, 3-1.

“I am very proud of how this team
ended the season,” said 10-year
Westfield Head Coach Caitlin Ched-
dar. “We had a lot of really great
moments where the team definitely
lived up to or even surpassed expec-
tations. Looking back, there aren’t a
lot of moments of regret. Our game
against Bridgewater, although a loss,
was one that I think our entire pro-
gram was proud of. When it came
down to it, they were a little faster and
a little stronger, but we held them off
and played our game as much as pos-
sible.”

 Cheddar knew coming into the year
that she would have the benefit of an
experienced and talented squad and
those factors paid dividends in help-
ing the Blue Devils throughout the
campaign.

“Having 12 seniors on the team was
great. We had more maturity and more
players who knew what to expect.
They helped the underclassmen learn
the routine.”

Westfield had several strong per-
formances this season. The Blue Dev-
ils just lost one game in conference all
year long. That blemish came in a
season-opening, 4-3 loss to eventual
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Fred Lecomte (Thanksgiving Day 2004) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUNGRY WILD DOGS AFTER TURKEY…The Raider “Wild Dogs” defense smothers a Minuteman running back during
the Thanksgiving Day Classic (2004). The Raiders defeated the Minutemen for the third straight year.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOLIDIFYING THE DEFENSE...Junior co-captain Andrew Echausse was moved to the center back position at the
beginning of the season to solidify the defense. Later in the season he was used in the midfield also.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devils Elizabeth Healy, No. 8, Emma Jepsen, No. 28, and LJ Kehler, No. 19, close
in to get possession of the ball in the game against East Brunswick. The Blue Devils finished with a 16-6 record.

John F. Kennedy Assassinated
November 22 1963 – 55 Years Ago

see photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports


