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Darn Surprise Snowstorm
Shouldn’t Have Paralyzed Us

What happened last week? The
November 15 storm, which unexpect-
edly dumped about a half-foot of snow
on our area and led to one of the more
nightmarish commutes in recent
memory, seemed to have caught state,
county and local officials—and ev-
eryone else—by surprise.

The storm’s element of surprise
was plainly evident for anyone unfor-
tunate enough to be sitting in bumper-
to-bumper traffic in their car or on a
bus during the late afternoon and
evening last Thursday. Highways
looked unplowed well into the evening
as did many county and local streets.
The gridlock at intersections caused
motorists to sit and wait for 10, 15
and 20 minutes just to make their
turn. Bridges that cross the Raritan
Valley train line in Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood were not treated
early enough, resulting in numerous
cars being unable to make it to the top
of the ice-coated overpasses. Com-
muters were stuck at Penn Station in
New York and in Newark as well as
the Port Authority bus terminal across
the Hudson River.

Yes, it was a perfect storm of events:
the snowfall picked up right about the
same time as schools were letting out
and workers were being dismissed
early. As a result, Routes 78 and 22
and the Parkway were at a standstill
for hours, with one local resident re-
porting that it took him more than
seven hours to drive from the Holland
Tunnel to Scotch Plains. Forecasters
earlier in the day last Thursday had
said snowfall totals around here would
amount to no more than a few inches,
but then in the early afternoon, they
upped their accumulation totals.

“Clearly, we could have done bet-
ter,” Gov. Philip Murphy said the
following day. He’s right  — every-
one could have done better.

Perhaps an earlier declaration of a
state of emergency by Trenton would
have helped as business let employ-
ees go home early before the brunt of
the storm was felt. Many schools kept
to their full-day schedule and, in some
cases, after-school activities instead
of sending students home and avoid-
ing some of the horror stories we
heard about bus rides that took hours
or kids waiting for hours to be picked
up by their parents, who were them-
selves stuck in massive traffic jams.
It’s also likely that many towns didn’t
think their snow-removal equipment
would need to be up and running at
this point in time, five weeks before
the official start of winter. Yes, it can
snow in November just as it can do
likewise in April, but significant snow-
falls in those two months are pretty
rare.

Was the perceived less-than-robust
response to the November 15 storm
due to many state and local govern-
ment officials attending the annual
League of Municipalities convention
last week in Atlantic City, where snow-
fall totals were less than an inch? We
hope not but we look forward to hear-
ing from area mayors and other mu-

nicipal officials in the next week or
two about what they think went wrong
and what went right in their response
to the surprise snowstorm that para-
lyzed us.

On the positive side, a great deal of
gratitude is owed to emergency re-
sponders like the police, firefighters
and rescue squad volunteers who
braved the terrible conditions to as-
sist those in serious distress, the good
samaritans who lent a hand to stuck
motorists and the doctors and nurses
who are on the job, no matter what the
weather.

Hopefully, the next major winter
storm is weeks away, giving local,
county and state officials time to re-
view what happened last week and
take the necessary steps to ensure that
it’s not repeated.
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Letters to the Editor
Convince the Public That Social
Security Is A Pyramid Scheme

If you don't read the
newspaper, you're
uninformed. If you
read the newspaper,

you're mis-informed. -
Mark Twain

Congratulations to the activists who
persisted in bringing the reality of the
GOP and Rep. Leonard Lance to the
attention of the public; and most es-
pecially Lance’s defeat.

Re. Council Candidates and De-
bates, as well as School Board posi-
tions: Those running should keep in
mind that many of us are early voters
and that a week or two before Elec-
tion Day may be late.

In general reply to various letters
on mixed issues, I would just suggest
that we will be better off getting rid of
the insanity of the U.S./CIA drug war
and convert those resources to en-
forcing laws governing our roadways
re: DWI’s, phone texting or phone
calls. It also seems clear that our
societies are in threat from the drug
war and the violence and crime it
produces, which has since the 1970’s
been very seriously impacting our
societies and our communities.

Addictions need to be treated as
health issues, not as crimes. We also
have a shiny new prison system now,
showing substantial private profit and
with more than 2.2 million prisoners
locked up, which is yet one more
costly threat to the freedom of citi-
zens and our nation. Some prisoners
are serving 25 years for personal,
recreational use of pot while our cor-
porate and government corruption
continues on without accountability.
“Politics effects our lives every mo-
ment of our lives.”

Re. Kavanaugh and the Supreme
Court, I doubt that there is any Ameri-
can at this point who doesn’t under-
stand the Court is political. “The
American Bar Association had con-
cerns about Kavanaugh 12 years ago.
Republicans dismissed those, too.”
“The group’s judicial investigator had
recently interviewed dozens of law-
yers, judges and others who had
worked with Kavanaugh, the ABA
announced at the time, and some of
them raised red flags about “his pro-
fessional experience and the question
of his freedom from bias and open-
mindedness.” In regard to the sworn
testimony of Christine Blasey Ford,
the ABA called for a careful investi-
gation by the FBI. And the ACLU
stands in opposition to Kavanaugh.

And, there seems no possible way
that the October 25 letter by Mervyn
Turner of Scotch Plains won’t wake
up other Westfield Leader readers –
and it deserves applause and a thank

you.
“Politics effects our lives every mo-

ment of our lives” and every citizen
needs to understand that. In the last
50 years, FDR’s New Deal has been
almost completely overturned by the
right wing; only Social Security has
so far been saved, though it has been
pretty much compromised by “bor-
rowing” from the Trust Fund’s “sur-
plus,” which shouldn’t even exist be-
cause the original Social Security pro-
gram was intended as a “pay-as-you-
go-system,” which would only raise
enough funds from workers to sup-
port current retirees. This
reengineering of the Social Security
program created surpluses of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars every
year and unnecessary burdens on
workers in higher FICA rates. The
surpluses have served as a “slush
fund” to pay for wars and tax cuts for
the rich. The “borrowing” is accounted
for in receipts for treasury notes equal
to the amounts borrowed. Social Se-
curity costs the U.S. government noth-
ing; in fact, the Social Security Trust
Fund pays the government 3 percent
to administer the program. It is not a
part of our federal budget and ap-
pears there only to disguise the true
costs of the CIA/MIC.

After a more than 30-year propa-
ganda campaign by the Wall Street
Journal and the GOP trying to con-
vince the public that Social Security
is a “pyramid scheme,” I feel that
needs to be repeated. Further, after
Obama took office, he stopped the
COLA payments on Social Security
for two full years and then appointed
the GOP’s Alan Simpson – a long-
time enemy of Social Security – to
head up a panel to decide on the
future of the COLA’s, which now
amount to a tiny percentage of what
they once were at a cost of $10,000’s
to Social Security retirees, and the
losses continue to compound every
year.

When Mr. Trump took office on
Jan. 20, 2017, the national debt was
$19.9 trillion, according to U.S. Trea-
sury data. Under Trump’s watch, na-
tional debt tops $21 trillion for first
time ever.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

SUPPORT FOR VETS...Members of the Crane’s Ford chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution visited veterans at Lyons Medical Center during
Veterans Day weekend. Pictured, from left to right, are: Bonnie Cierkowski,
Rachel Birtwistle, Patty Campanelli, Miranda Birtwistle, Jessica Birtwistle, Alice
Birtwistle, Mary Leonard, Karen Faulks and Diane Recinos.

Crane’s Ford DAR Visits
Hospitalized Veterans

CRANFORD — The Volunteer
Service to Veterans Committee of
the Crane’s Ford chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) visited hospitalized
veterans at the Veterans Adminis-
tration Lyons Medical Center in
Bernards Township on November
10. With donations of gift cards
from Costco, ShopRite, Stop &
Shop and Wegmans, the DAR was
able to purchase snacks and drinks
for the veterans.

DAR Veterans Committee Chair-
woman Alice Birtwistle of Bayonne
and Chapter Regent Mary Leonard
of Roselle Park planned and orga-
nized the afternoon. The following
daughters of a member joined in
helping the DAR — Rachel
Birtwistle, Jessica Birtwistle and
Miranda Birtwistle. The Crane’s Ford
DAR has been volunteering with
annual parties for the VA Lyons fa-
cility veterans for more than 40 years.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution is a national service
organization of women who can
prove ancestry back to participants
of the American Revolution, both

in combat and those who provided
goods and services to the Ameri-
can cause. Prospective members
may visit the website dar.org to
learn more.

GRAND OPENING...Minuteman Press Westfield, full-service printer and mar-
keting design company, celebrated their grand opening. Owned by Jim and
Barbara Mooney and their son Seamus, the shop welcomed more than 70
attendees including State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. “Westfield’s a great town.
The community has really embraced us. We are looking forward to serving the
community,” Jim Mooney said.
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