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‡The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) shown are accurate as of publication date and are subject to change at any time. This is a limited time offer and may be discontinued without prior notice. The minimum balance to open and obtain the “APY“ on these CDs is 
$500.  A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.  Additional CD terms are available. Fees may reduce earnings. +Advantage Plus Checking is a non-interest bearing checking account with a daily minimum balance requirement of $500.The minimum to open 

at any time. New money only. Funds transferred from an existing Columbia Bank account are not eligible. Standard text and data rates may apply from your phone provider with mobile banking.

Visit ColumbiaBankOnline.com or contact our Customer Service Department at (800) 522-4167 for more information.

251 North Avenue West

(Next to the train station)

Lobby Hours

Our Grand Opening Continues 
With This Exclusive Offer!

Pick A CD That Grows At Your Pace

Mobile Banking • Electronic Bill Pay • Competitive Rates • And More!

EXCLUSIVE CD OFFERS

^

• Checking and Savings Accounts
• Home Mortgages
• Home Equity Credit Lines

• Online Cash Management
• Free Business Checking
• Lines of Credit
• Prime Lines of Credit for Professionals

• Debit Cards and “Intelligent” ATMs
• Mobile and Online Banking
• And So Much More!

• Term Loans & SBA Loans
• Permanent Mortgages
• And So Much More!

15-Month CD

APY *3.00%
†

APY *2.75%

NEW DELEGATION...Congressman Frank Pallone (D-6th), third from left,
hosted a New Jersey Congressional delegation meeting in his Washington, D.C.
office to discuss his priorities for 2019. Also pictured, from left to right, are:
Congresman Donald Norcross (D-1st), Congresman-elect Jeff Van Drew (D-2nd),
Congresswoman-elect Mikie Sherrill (D-11th), Congressman-elect Tom
Malinowski (D-7th), Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th), Con-
gressman Albio Sires (D-8th), Congressman Frank Pascrell (D-9th),  Congressmam-
elect Andy Kim (D-3rd), and Congressman Donald Payne Jr (D-10th).

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AWARD...The Cranford Police Department was the
recipient of the AAA Northeast 2018 Pedestrian Safety Commendation awarded
for achieving zero pedestrian fatalities in 2017. The award ceremony was held
November 1 in East Hanover, NJ.  Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco stated,
“Traffic Safety remains a priority for the Township of Cranford. This award
demonstrates our commitment and we will continue working to improve the safety
of our roadways for all road-users.”  Pictured, from left to right, are: Shani Jarvis,
AAA assistant manager of public affairs; David Hughes, AAA Northeast presi-
dent and chief executive officer, and Detective Lieutenant Edward Davenport and
Detective Sergeant Eugene Perrotta of the Cranford Police Department.

Nominations Sought for
Unity Achievement Awards

COUNTY — Nominations are cur-
rently being sought for the 2019 Unity
Achievement Awards, presented each
year by the Union County Human
Relations Commission (UCHRC) to
individuals, organizations, and busi-
nesses that have distinguished them-
selves in the area of volunteerism,
public service, and the promotion of
human rights.

“We need the public’s eyes and
ears to alert us to those who dedicate
their time and effort to not only en-
hance others’ experiences and quality
of life, but raise and honor the human
spirit,” Commission Co-Chair Jo Ann
Hamilton said. “These Awards recog-
nize programs, services, activities,
and efforts being put forth by local
role models who promote cultural
diversity, strong community relations,
and human rights. Their efforts im-
prove the lives of others, and by do-
ing so, they truly make a difference in
our communities and our world.”

“Listening to the stories told dur-
ing the Unity Awards presentation
every year, it’s impossible not to feel
genuinely moved and inspired,”
Commission Co-Chair and Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Direc-
tor of Communications Mark Spivey
added. “The Award recipients repre-
sent the very best of us here in Union
County.”

The Award categories include cor-
porate/business enterprise, nonprofit
organizations, community organiza-
tions, individuals, law enforcement,
public service, veterans, media,
clergy, faith-based organizations, stu-
dents, educators, and special recog-
nition. The 2019 presentation will
mark the 18th annual year in which
honorees have been named.

The commissioners who volunteer
their time and energy to serve on the
Union County Human Relations Com-
mission unequivocally agree that the
best way to strive to accomplish their
mission — to actively encourage,
develop, promote, and strengthen re-
spect for human rights and cultural
diversity among the people of Union
County — is to publicly honor those
who already do it well.

The 2018 Awards honored 15 indi-
viduals and seven organizations.

One recipient was honored for a
lifetime of volunteerism to various
organizations within his community,
and for mentoring younger volun-
teers; another, a high school student,
undertook an initiative educating
classmates, teachers, and parents
about food allergies to increase sensi-
tivity and to eradicate stigma and

bullying they create. Another recipi-
ent was a group of individuals of
various faiths helping local refugees
assimilate into their communities and
the American way of life, while an-
other worked to restore dignity and
an active lifestyle to wounded veter-
ans and to intervene on behalf of
homeless veterans.

The recipients also included a
woman who has worked tirelessly to
fight human trafficking, and another
who helps women break free from
forced, arranged, and underage mar-
riages.

Nominations for the 2019 Awards
must be received no later than
Wednesday, December 26, 2018. The
awards will be presented in May 2019.
Nominations can be submitted online
at www.ucnj.org/uchrc, emailed to
uchrc@ucnj.org, or mailed to the
UCHRC, c/o the John H. Stamler
Police Academy, 1776 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

Nominations must include the
name, address, email, and telephone
number for yourself and your nomi-
nee, as well as an explanation of the
specific programs, activities, or ef-
forts undertaken by the nominee (and,
if relevant, any newspaper articles,
literature, or other documents).

A listing of all of the previous Unity
Achievement Award recipients in all
categories can be found online. For
additional information or assistance,
please call (908) 889-9028 or email
uchrc@ucnj.org.

Holiday Sound, Light
Show Starts Friday

COUNTY – Union County resi-
dents are invited to kick off the
season’s festivities with a visit to the
annual Holiday Sound and Light Show
beginning this Friday, November 23
at the A. Paul Mallery Model Rail-
road Center.

The three-week series showcases
the Railroad Center’s gigantic HO
scale layout along with additional
model train displays, holiday decora-
tions, a snack bar, toddler rest area
and railroad-themed gift shop. The
Railroad Center is conveniently lo-
cated in Union County’s Lenape Park
by Route 22 in Union Township and
is run by the non-profit Model Rail-
road Club with support from the Free-
holder Board.

For directions and ticket info visit
ucnj.org/parks or contact The Model
Railroad Club, (908) 964-9724 or
info@tmrci.org.

NJ Launches Tax Amnesty
Through January 15, 209

TRENTON – The New Jersey Divi-
sion of Taxation has announced the
official launch of the 2018 tax amnesty
program to provide individuals and
businesses with the opportunity to pay
back taxes or file past returns with no
penalties and reduced interest.

The New Jersey Tax Amnesty pro-
gram runs from November 15, 2018
through January 15, 2019.

Signed into law in July 2018, the
program applies to outstanding tax
filings or payments that are due on or
after February 1, 2009 and prior to
September 1, 2017. Benefits to tax
amnesty include waived penalties
such as late filing and late payment,
and one-half of the balance of interest
due as of November 1, 2018.

“We are pleased to offer taxpayers a
chance at compliance and a fresh start
through the New Jersey Tax Amnesty
program,” said John Ficara, acting di-
rector of the Division of Taxation.
“Since Tax Amnesty is offered for a
limited time, we’re encouraging tax-
payers to take advantage of the pro-
gram before the January 15 deadline
or risk incurring greater penalties.”

Taxpayers who do not take advan-
tage of amnesty before January 15
will incur a 5 percent penalty that
cannot be waived or abated. This is in
addition to all other penalties, inter-
est and other costs authorized by law.

The Division of Taxation recently

mailed a letter to all taxpayers who
are known to have amnesty-eligible
deficient and/or delinquent accounts.
In addition, an extensive outreach
program has been undertaken to reach
as many taxpayers as possible.

For more information, New Jersey
taxpayers or their representatives may
contact Taxation representatives at 1-
800-781-8407 Monday through
Thursday from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. and
Friday from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. or visit
www.TaxAmnesty.nj.gov.

Fanwood Introduces New
Sewer Utility Program

FANWOOD – Earlier this year, the
Fanwood Borough Council created a
sewer utility to address improvements
to the borough’s aging sewer infrastruc-
ture and last week, residents received
their first sewer utility bill. Commercial
properties in Fanwood have been pay-
ing a sewer user fee for several years.

“The decision to establish a residen-
tial utility user fee was not an easy one
given the level of taxes our residents
already pay but the council discussed
this during many public meetings start-
ing in 2017, details of which were re-
ported in the local news media,” Mayor
Colleen Mahr said. “We understand this
is viewed by many as a new tax, but the
sewer utility fee is essentially the same
as a utility bill for electric and gas usage
except this is paid directly to the bor-
ough,” she continued.

A primary focus of the sewer utility
will be developing plans for upgrades to
the aging sewer system and coordinat-
ing that work with utility companies to
avoid repeated excavation of the same
streets. A sewer upgrade on Paterson
Road has already been completed as
part of that road reconstruction project.

The borough council is also discussing
a possible shared-services agreement for
sewer maintenance with the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewage Authority
(PARSA), which currently manages
Fanwood’s sewage treatment. PARSA is
proposing a five-year program of visual
inspection and cleaning of all 26 miles of
sewer pipe in town. The projected cost is
about $94,000 for this program.

Mayor Mahr pointed out that,
while the sewer utility fee does not
come under the 2 percent property
tax cap, it was not established for
the purpose of raising more taxes
to subvert the cap, as some have
suggested. “It is important to re-
member that Fanwood’s property
tax levy did not increase this year
or last year, an achievement the
council strives for every budget
year,” she added.

The first sewer utility bill was
calculated based on property tax
assessment. The council opted to
bill in 2018 to have funding in
place for the discussions on 2019
budget and infrastructure improve-
ments. The average bill is $85 with
some residents paying less, some
more. Next year, the sewer utility
bill will be based on water usage.

Since 2006, numerous Union
County towns have billed sewer
fees including Clark, Cranford,
Rahway, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Summit and Westfield. The cost of
maintaining sewer systems is tre-
mendous, according to the Fanwood
press release. The state now allows
towns to actually sell or lease their
sewer systems to outside compa-
nies with the expertise to maintain
and fix them. This is an option for
Fanwood in the future.

Additional information about the
sewer utility is available on the
borough website,
www.fanwoodnj.org.

Brian Mooney Named
To Ridgewood Board
WESTFIELD — Ridgewood Sav-

ings Bank has announced the election
of Brian P. Mooney of Westfield to its
Board of Trustees effective January
1, 2019. Mr. Mooney currently serves
as the regional sales director at a
large, privately-held technology com-
pany delivering data infrastructure
business solutions, and has over 20
years of experience directing busi-
ness development and sales teams.
He currently serves on the Develop-
ment Committee of St. Francis Col-
lege in Brooklyn, NY, and has earned
the honor of Knight Commander
within St. Baldrick’s Foundation for
his commitment to funding research
that discovers and develops cures
for pediatric cancers.


