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Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale
A True Westfield Tradition • Est. 1951 • Christmas Trees & Wreaths • Roping & Stands

Weekdays Monday to Friday 5PM - 9PM • Saturdays & Sundays 9AM - 6PM

All Proceeds Donated To Local Charities & Non-Profits

Starts Saturday, November 24th • Elm Street Athletic Field

LEADER IN NORMANDY...Debbie and Thomas Cusimano of Westfield spent
some time with members of Mr. Cusimano’s class at West Point on Veterans Day
in Normandy, France. They took a copy of The Westfield Leader with them.

LEADER AT GREAT WALL...David Golush of Westfield and his son, Jason,
hiked the Jinshanling Section of the Great Wall of China with The Westfield
Leader.

Correction
In a page 1 story in last week’s paper

on coverage of the Union County Free-
holders’ meeting, several names were
misspelled. The names should have
been reported as Freeholder Angela
Garretson, Freeholder-elect Andrea
Staten and Freeholder Mohamed
Jalloh, who did not seek reelection.
We apologize for the errors.
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Garwood Council

Fanwood Native, Fiancé
Killed In Highway Crash

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The Fanwood com-
munity mourned the death of Kathryn
M. Schurtz, 35, and her fiancé, Jo-
seph D. Kearney, who were killed in
a crash November 14 on Route 78 in
Pennsylvania while driving to their
wedding, which was to occur in Pitts-
burgh last Saturday.

According to a 101.5 FM news
report, the couple was rear-ended by
a tractor trailer that was unable to
stop. The crash, which closed the
highway for eight hours, involved
five trucks and the couple’s vehicle.

According to her obituary, Ms.
Schurtz was born in Elizabeth and
grew up in Fanwood, graduating from
Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains in 2001. She attended George
Washington University, where she re-
ceived her liberal arts degree, and went
on to earn her MBA from Notre Dame.

“Our hearts go out to former Fan-
wood Councilwoman Karen Schurtz,
who lost her daughter and future son-
in-law in a car accident on their way
to their wedding this past week,” ac-
cording to a statement released by the
borough on its Facebook page on
Saturday.

Ms. Schurtz was employed as the
head of platform partnerships for
Oracle Data Cloud in New York City
and resided in Jersey City.

“She will be remembered for her
voracious appetite for reading, love
of cooking, and trailblazing new ad-
ventures with Joseph,” according to
her obituary.

Ms. Schurtz is survived by her par-

Kathryn M. Schurtz

ents, Joseph and Karen Schurtz; her
sister, Kimberly Schurtz; her sister
and brother-in-law, Joanne and Kevin
Schwoer; and her three-month-old
nephew, Landon Schwoer.

Visitation was held Monday and
Tuesday at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains, with the funeral held at
the church on Tuesday.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to
the Kathryn M. Schurtz Scholarship
Fund at Union Catholic High School,
Scotch Plains. Checks should be made
to Union Catholic High School, At-
tention: Office of Development, 1600
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. Donations also may be made
online at http://m.unioncatholic.org/
donate.

sion or voting.
Councilwoman Todisco stated that

she would describe herself as a “very
proud Garwoodian.”

“It’s about people and their safety.
People are important, too,” Ms. Todisco
said.

Councilwoman Blumenstock said
the borough’s sanctuary or non-sanc-
tuary status resolution could, “get into
a party versus party thing. I do worry
that could come into play.”

In other business, the borough will
hold its inaugural menorah lighting
on Sunday, December 2. Resident
Bruce Paterson stated he will be
present to take photos for the Garwood
Historical Committee.

“If everyone makes a big hoopla
for the Christmas Tree lighting there
should be a big hoopla for the menorah
lighting,” said Mr. Paterson, pledg-
ing his support for the holiday event.
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Westfield Council
The town council agreed to negoti-

ate the contract for curbside recy-
cling. The town had requested bids,
twice, for a new contract and received
one bid that had come back high,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.
He said other municipalities are ex-
periencing the same difficulties, prices
are going up and companies are ac-
cepting fewer plastics, due to the poor
recycling markets.

A liquor license that had belonged
to the Jolly Trolley has been sold for
$750,000 to a new company expect-
ing to open a restaurant on Central
Avenue. Bareburger is planning to
open on Central Avenue in the vacant
building left open by clothing store
Coldwater Creek. The building is to
be subdivided and Warby Parker is
opening as well.

“I think it will be an amazing hit
here,” Mayor Brindle said of
Bareburger, which she described as a
high-end vegan burger restaurant. It
is planned to have a full bar, Mayor
Brindle said.

“Yes, they are planning on a roof-
top bar and dining,” Mayor Brindle
said.

The application is to go before the
planning board in December and is
expected to open in late April, Mayor
Brindle said.

It was also announced by Mayor
Brindle at the workshop meeting that
as of January 1 Victoria’s Secret is to
be closing its location downtown. The
property is a 6,000 square-foot space,
Mayor Bindle said.

Addams Tavern is weeks away
from reopening, Mayor Brindle said.
The business owner is in the pro-
cess of finalizing inspections, Jim
Gildea said, and would need to be
approved by the court before re-
opening. The restaurant is also an-
ticipating having a new menu, the
mayor said.

Mr. Gildea gave an update on cur-
rent projects. Parking Lot 7 down-
town is now open and PSE&G is to
energize the lights there. The town is
awaiting state approval for the side-
walk on the North Avenue side of the
lot, he said. A newly installed pedes-
trian beacon is functional on Central
Avenue, he said.

He said the Mindowaskin Park play-
ground equipment has been installed
and drainage work is complete and
the surface for the playground area is
expected to be poured next week.

Department of Public Works Di-
rector Greg O’Neill provided an up-
date on leaf pick up and the snow-
storm that occurred last week. He
said leaf pickup is to occur through
December 7, but may go another two
weeks after. When asked by Mayor
Brindle about trucks with leaf vacu-
ums versus the leaf trucks used in
town, Mr. O’Neill said the vacuums
have issues with clogging and have
less capacity in the truck beds for
leaves than the truck the department
uses.

With the snowstorm and clearing
of the roads, Mr. O’Neill said the

department was tracking the storm 72
hours in advance and they rely on the
information provided by weather fore-
casters.

“It was falling two-plus inches per
hour. Two thirty was when it really
hit,” Mr. O’Neill said. By the next
day the roads were cleared by noon-
time, he said.

Mayor Brindle is urging residents
who would like to volunteer for the
town to email the town so they can
keep a database of residents who
would like to volunteer for when the
need arises. Council President Linda
Habgood also announced an invest-
ment committee is being formed and
the council is looking for three to five
people.

Also, Ms. Habgood announced the
town will have an open public meet-
ing this year about the budget to “see
how we did against budget and priori-
ties for 2019.”

Councilman Contract announced
that the Senior Expo is rescheduled to
Friday, December 14, from 9 to 11
a.m. and is to be held in the commu-
nity room.

proposed housing units. In response
to a request for more information on
the affordable-housing plan from a
resident of Wood Valley Road, the
mayor briefly recapped the decades-
long litigation and various court-ap-
proved projects including the con-
struction of several new housing de-
velopments and assisted-living facili-
ties.

During the council comment por-
tion of the meeting, newly-elected
Councilwoman Rachel Pater and re-
cently-reelected Councilman Robert
Messler thanked all of the residents,
their friends and families for their
support, and expressed their commit-
ment to serving the community and
working for the betterment of Moun-
tainside. The mayor reminded all resi-
dents that the annual tree-lighting cer-
emony will take place at 4:30 p.m. on

Saturday, December 1, and will be
followed by free ice skating for all
residents at the Union County ice
rink.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Liz Truman asked
for additional information on the le-
gal costs incurred to date in the de-
fense of the employment lawsuit filed
last spring which alleged members of
the Mountainside Police Department
engaged in racist, homophobic and
other inappropriate conduct. John
Post, the borough attorney, explained
that to date, approximately $200,000
in defense costs have been paid.
Mayor Mirabelli advised that he an-
ticipated meeting with the borough’s
chief financial officer to investigate
budget transfers which can be made
that would obviate the need for addi-
tional appropriations.
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Mountainside Council Garwood Board of Ed.
Honors 34 ‘A’ Students

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Superintendent
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., and the board of
education honored 34 students who
attained Honor Society status at
Tuesday’s board of education meeting.
All 34 students attained “straight As”
across all academic disciplines through-
out the marking period, stated Superin-
tendent Quigley. The students rever-
berated “through hard work” to the
superintendent’s question asking how
they attained their stellar grades.

Report cards were issued to all stu-
dents on November 15, stated Superin-
tendent Quigley.

On November 19 and 20, parent-
teacher conferences were held, Super-
intendent Quigley said. Parents have
been contacted via surveys to provide
input on the process, describe how the
process could be improved and how it
was effective, she said.

On Thursday, November 29, from 3
p.m. to midnight, the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood (EFG) will host
“Tired of Turkey at The Station.” The
Station Bar and Grill, located at 99
Center Street, will donate 15 percent of
each patron’s check to the EFG, stated
board member Tracey Roland. The EFG
provides grants and scholarships to
Garwood students, totaling more than
$60,000 raised from donations through
fundraisers, stated Ms. Roland.

All eighth graders performed in the
annual play Seussical Jr. that took place
on November 16 and 17. Board mem-
ber Mary Ann Kjetsaa stated that after
serving as a musical director for many
years throughout her time as a profes-
sional educator, overseeing numerous
productions, Seussical Jr. was “one of
the best performances I have ever seen.”

The superintendent’s report was set
to a Thanksgiving theme describing all
the “things” Ms. Quigley is grateful for
regarding Lincoln School.

“I am grateful for the wonderful,
beautiful eighth-grade play. Just amaz-
ing. They did a wonderful job,” said
Superintendent Quigley. In addition,
all staff and students making it home
safe during Thursday’s snowstorm was
something Ms. Quigley stated she was
“grateful for” during her report.

“I am thankful for the Parent Teacher
Association, who outfitted our entire
school with school spirit shirts,” said
Superintendent Quigley.

During public commentary, resident
Bruce Paterson stated he wanted to
thank Superintendent Quigley, the board
and fellow administrators for keeping
Garwood “one of the lowest or cheap-
est” school districts regarding adminis-
trative costs.

Mr. Paterson, who chairs the
Garwood Historical Committee, said
that in upcoming months he will col-
laborate with school administrators and
staff on how to infuse a lesson on

Garwood’s history into a project or
assignment. The assignment or activity
would be aimed at making students
aware of the borough’s history through
an interactive experience, stated Mr.
Paterson.

The board approved Tamara Benc as
the School Spirit Club advisor and Carol
Del Conte as the Mustang Works of
Heart Club advisor.

Board member Albert Del Conte
stated board members must respect
planned sub-committee meeting dates.

“The building and grounds sub-com-
mittee meeting must be more than me
just showing up. That’s all I’m saying,”
said Mr. Del Conte.

Students who attained Honor Soci-
ety status, honored at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, are Lena Blumenstock, Zoey
Brown, Nyla Castro, Olivia Castro,
Mackenzie Cruz, Simon Cvercko, An-
thony Di Lorio, Miranda D’Onofrio,
Valeria Espinoza Carranza, James Filer,
Mathew Froden, Matthew Gesior,
Allison Gillbridge, Isabella Grogan,
Carina Hechevarria, Abigail Henkel,
Ava Hladek, Richard Howard, Carl
Knutson, Isabela Lind, Dylan Mason,
Emmalee Miller, Priscilla Nieves,
Michael Parente, Bryan Ruban, Jr.,
Leonardo Ruggiero, Anne Ryan,
Brendan Ryan, Sarah Segebade, Toni
Shaw, Giuliana Velaj, Chase
Trentacosta, Jack Zennpurio and Miguel
De La Cruz.

Christmas Tree,
Menorah Lightings

Cranford
A full day of activities culminating

with the lighting of the Christmas tree
on Friday, November 23, at North Union
and Springfield Avenues at 6 p.m.

Garwood
The Christmas tree at Borough Hall

will be lit this Saturday, November
24, at 5 p.m. The Rain Date is No-
vember 25.

Garwood will be holding a Com-
munity Menorah Lighting event on
Sunday, December 2 at 4:30 p.m. at
Borough Hall, the first community
gathering to celebrate the Festival of
Lights.Cocoa and donuts will be pro-
vided. All are welcome to attend.

Westfield
The annual tree lighting will be held

this Sunday, November 25, at 5:30
p.m., at the North Avenue, West train
station lawn. The Menorah Lighting
will take place December 2 at 5 p.m.

Fanwood
The borough’s holiday celebration

will take place on Sunday, December
2, on the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station, when Mayor
Colleen Mahr lights the Fanwood
Christmas tree from 3 to 5 p.m.

Scotch  Plains
On Sunday, December 2, the town-

ship invites residents to a Hometown
Holiday Celebration from 2 p.m. to 5
p.m.

On Monday, December 3, the
comunity is invited to gather around
the Menorah. Co-sponsored by the
Chabad of Union County, the event
begins at 6 p.m.

Mountainside
On Saturday, December 1, at 4:30

p.m. the borough will hold its annual
tree lighting ceremony.

LEADER AT IGUAZU FALLS...Gerald Pinney holds The Westfield Leader, while
he and his wife, Jeanne McCullough Pinney (who took the photo), were awed by
Iguazu Falls in Argentina as part of their visit to see their daughter, Danielle
Pinney, who is studying abroad in Córdoba, Argentina for 15 weeks. They said
they now clearly understand why former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt suppos-
edly exclaimed “Poor Niagara!” when she first saw the Iguazu Falls.

Councilwoman Cuccaro said she
was wondering if a rabbi would light
the menorah and if the event would be
considered a religious event or a reli-
gious-holiday celebration.

Ms. Cuccaro said she asked because
a year prior the council decided a man-
ger scene was a religious celebration
versus a secular holiday celebration.

A resident stated that any individual,
regardless of religion, can light the first
candle of a menorah. A local rabbi has
been invited to the holiday event, but
will not perform the ceremony.

Councilwoman Todisco said a rabbi
being present “is like how” local
priests have been invited to Christ-
mas-themed events such as tree
lightings. The priests were invited as
community leaders and representa-
tives of their organizations, not to
perform in a religious function, said
Ms. Todisco.

town ordinance requires a 13.6-foot
setback.

Mr. Masciale said the board was
sympathetic to the consideration the
Boohers put into creating various alter-
nate plans or architectural designs.

The board unanimously approved
Robert Dufkis, of 5 Thomas Court, to
construct a front porch with a front-
yard setback of 27.4 feet, where a 31.6-
foot front-yard setback is required.

Neighbor Stephanie Kay provided
commentary on Mr. Dufkis’ behalf, stat-
ing that Mr. Dufkis’ porch would not
obstruct any neighbor’s street view.
Ms. Kay said Mr. Dufkis and his family
have been “great additions to the neigh-
borhood.”

“I fully support the porch,” Ms. Kay
said.
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Hawthorn


