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WESTFIELD
WEST Congratulations to the  

#1 Agent for October!
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Happy Thanksgiving!

Happy Thanksgiving
To You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and Yours

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to share their joy in being together and to give
thanks for their many blessings. Happy Thanksgiving, everyone, from the staff of The Westfield Leader.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A COMMUNITY EVENT...The gaming tables were busy Saturday evening
during the annual Support Our Troops Casino Night, sponsored by Bonds of
Courage and the New Jersey  Cavalry and Armor Association. The event was  held
at the Westfield Armory. Bonds of Courage is a non-profit organization support-
ing troops, veterans and their families.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS...The annual Support Our Troops Casino Night,
sponsored by Bonds of Courage and the New Jersey Cavalry and Armor Associa-
tion, brought a crowd to the Westfield Armory Saturday night to have fun at the
gaming tables for a good cause. Bonds of Courage is a non-profit organization
supporting troops, veterans and their families.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Outdoor Fireplace, Patio
OK’d for Hawthorn Home

Resolution Would Declare
Garwood Non-Sanctuary City

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Applicant Paul
Horowitz of 10 Hawthorn Drive was
unanimously approved to construct an
outdoor fireplace and patio contrary to
existing land ordinances at last
Wednesday’s board of adjustment meet-
ing.

Existing land ordinances allow a 20-
percent maximum building coverage.
Mr. Horowitz had proposed a coverage
of 23.8 percent. In addition, Mr.
Horowitz was approved to construct a
porch with a maximum building cover-
age of 24.4 percent, where town ordi-
nance permits a maximum building
coverage of 24 percent.

Mr. Horowitz stated that a television
will be placed on a concrete fixture
above the fireplace for enhancing his
family’s recreational entertainment
while “enjoying their yard.” Mr.
Horowitz said the project is not in-
tended to impede his neighbors’ quality
of life nor does he believe it will.

Board of Adjustment member Rob-
ert Benacchio said the applicant should
be approved dependent on Mr.
Horowitz’s ability to attain certain cri-
teria for the project. The criteria in-
cludes providing vegetative separation
between the fireplace and the neighbor-
ing property (including street view);
the town’s engineer must approve the
project post construction (discerning
proper grading and drainage), and an
appropriate (not too bright) television
screen must be installed that considers
the neighbors.

Mr. Horowitz’s application was op-
posed by neighbor David Feniger. Mr.
Feniger’s attorney, James Foerst, ap-
pealed the Westfield’s zoning officer’s
determination that the proposed “wall”
to be constructed would be “an acces-
sory structure.”

The board of adjustment unanimously
upheld the zoning officer’s determina-

tion that the “fireplace structure” Mr.
Horowitz was attempting to develop
was indeed an accessory structure and
“not a wall” by land-use definitions.

Mr. Horowitz’s accessory structure
or outdoor fireplace was proposed to be
eight and a half feet in height. Mr.
Feniger’s appeal was intended to limit
the fireplace structure’s height to that
established by the town ordinance, al-
lowing walls to reach only six feet in
height, Mr. Foerst told The Westfield
Leader after Mr. Feniger’s appeal.

Mr. Horowitz described where he
lives as a “beautiful neighborhood.” He
said for the fireplace to be installed, an
“eyesore of a shed” was removed. Mr.
Horowitz said after purchasing the home
he and his family have put “a lot of
money and effort” into improving the
home, both internally and externally.

Board member Frank Fusaro said
the television will face away from Mr.
Feniger’s property.

Board Chairman Chris Masciale said
from a structural standpoint the exist-
ing shed was just as aesthetically im-
posing on neighboring properties as a
fireplace structure would be. Mr.
Masciale said he never “had a prob-
lem” with the fireplace being defined as
an accessory structure.

The board unanimously agreed noise
and light ordinances are designed to
enforce an equitable neighborhood
when pertaining to entertainment and
backyard enjoyment.

Mr. Feniger said he has always been
a “considerate neighbor.” He said the
allure when purchasing a home on
Wychwood Road, which intersects with
Hawthorn, is the neighborhood’s “his-
toric serenity.”

The board unanimously approved
Timothy and Christine Booher, of 200
East Dudley Avenue, to construct an
accessory structure to be set back 10
feet from the principal structure, while

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Councilwoman
Stephanie Bianco, at Thursday’s bor-
ough council meeting, proposed a reso-
lution be drafted with eventual biparti-
san approval declaring Garwood’s sta-
tus as a non-sanctuary city. Ms. Bianco
said adopting a resolution declaring
Garwood a non-sanctuary city would
suggest Garwood’s police department
is willing to cooperate with federal
authorities after detaining an illegal
immigrant. The detention or coopera-

tion with federal authorities would take
place after the illegal immigrant has
been apprehended by the police depart-
ment for a crime or for an outstanding
warrant.

Ms. Bianco stated that both Republi-
can council and Democrat council mem-
bers “have voiced opposition to sanctu-
ary cities” in previous discussions. Ms.
Bianco said the council must “turn our
words into action.”

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said while she does not
disagree with the resolution, “I think
they (Garwood police department)
already do that.”

Police Chief James Wright said the
Garwood Police Department has a 24-
hour detention policy. After 24 hours or
depending on the offense, the detainee
is transported to Union County deten-
tion facilities for further processing.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco, who
will be sworn in as mayor in January,
said she would want to see how the
resolution would compare to current
borough policies, county policies and
state policies. The comparison would
allow the council to discern whether the
resolution would have an actual legisla-
tive impact on an illegal alien’s deten-
tion within the borough or future deten-
tion within state and federal facilities,
stated Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco said drafting a resolu-

tion declaring Garwood a non-sanctu-
ary city may involve Garwood in a
“national political issue” or would “be
making a political” statement. She said
assuming that Garwood could declare
itself a “non-sanctuary” city, but the
Union County and state police depart-
ments’ handling of illegal immigrants
remains “sanctuary,” the resolution may
be effectively powerless.

“I really want to move forward with
this,” said Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro, supporting the resolution.

Ms. Bianco stated that leaders in
Jackson, N.J., have drafted a “non-
sanctuary status” resolution. She said
Garwood’s council should review and
adopt a similar resolution.

“It’s not a political thing. Garwood
residents first; residents over non-resi-
dents,” Councilwoman Bianco said.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said he
noticed differences in various resolu-
tions defining different non-sanctuary
statuses depending on the jurisdiction
or municipality. The different defini-
tions change what the non-sanctuary
status means, enforces and implies,
stated Mr. Lazarow.

Mayor Charles Lombardo sug-
gested Ms. Bianco distribute a copy
of Jackson’s resolution so council
members can become familiar with
the resolution before future discus-

Arrest Made in Connection to
Burglaries, Motor Vehicle Thefts
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — An arrest was
made in connection to the burglaries
that occurred on the north side during
the overnight hours of town between
October 3 and October 17, Acting
Chief Christopher Battiloro an-
nounced Tuesday night at the town
council meeting. A 16-year-old male
juvenile was arrested on eight counts
of burglary, four counts of theft, and
a count of second-degree theft for
stolen vehicles and property amount-
ing to over $75,000.

The thefts took place on the Elm
Street, East Dudley Avenue and West
Dudley Avenue.

The juvenile was processed Tues-
day afternoon and remanded to Union
County Juvenile Detention Center in
Linden, Acting Chief Battiloro said.

He said the police department had
used communication data warrants
and surveillance to aid in the arrest.

In a press release issued Tuesday,
the Acting Chief credited the police
department’s detective bureau with
conducting a well-coordinated, thor-
ough, and complete investigation,
which resulted in the approval of
criminal complaints by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and led
to the juvenile’s arrest.

“All of our detectives deserve credit
for a job well done,” stated Acting

Chief Battiloro, who stated their in-
vestigation remains “ongoing” and
that additional criminal charges
against the juvenile and others are
possible. “I thank the public for re-
maining patient as we conducted this
investigation.”

Acting Chief Battiloro asked that
anyone with information relating to
recent burglaries and motor vehicle
thefts occurring in Westfield contact
Detective Bruno of the Westfield
Police Department at (908) 789-6078.

In other business, the town council
voted 8 to 1 to introduce an ordinance
that would repeal the $10 fee for
residential on-street parking permits.
Councilman David Contract said he
had pushed for this because he had
heard from Ward 3 residents who
were unhappy with paying a fee to
park in front of their property.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
voted against the move due to the loss
of revenue. “It would help with main-
tenance of streets,” Ms. Neylan said
of the revenue.

The public safety, transportation
and parking committee discussed the
ordinance and decided it was “an
unnecessary tax for the residents,”
Councilman Michael Dardia said.
“We are improving the quality of their
life,” he said.

The town sells close to 600 on-
street parking residential permits per
year, at $10 per permit, Mayor Shelley
Brindle said.

In public comment at the workshop
session, resident Debby Burlsem said
she would like to see all residential
neighborhoods have a two-hour street
parking limit for public safety rea-
sons. She also said the permit fees aid
in funding the cost of policing the
areas.

Three new, 2019 police interceptor
utility vehicles were approved to be
purchased for $108,309.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mountainside Honors
Marine of the Year

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The mem-
bers of the borough council began
their Tuesday meeting by issuing a
proclamation in honor of longtime
resident Jerome “Jerry” Rice, who
was honored as Marine of the Year by
the Central Jersey Leatherneck De-
tachment at its 243rd Birthday Ball
on November 9. Mr. Rice served in
the Marine Corps from 1952 to 1955
and was a member of the Mountain-
side Police Department for 35 years.
He and his wife, Audrey, have four
children, 22 grandchildren and 17-
and-a-half great-grandchildren. The
Rices’ son, James, and grandson,
Michael, both also served in the Ma-
rines.

During the business portion of the
meeting, council members reviewed
the bids that have been received for
the replacement of the sanitary sewer
on Dunn Parkway and voted to award
the contract to Jo-Med Contracting
Company of Elizabeth, as the com-
pany was the lowest bidder at a cost
of $38,112.77. The council also voted
to approve the hiring of a part-time

receptionist/secretary for the Con-
struction/Public Works Department
at a cost of $22 an hour, and to pur-
chase a commercial generator for the
borough’s rescue squad building so
that it has the capacity to serve as a
warming and charging station in the
event of severe weather.

In order to comply with the New
Jersey Department of Taxation’s or-
der that the borough conduct a prop-
erty-tax revaluation, the council con-
ducted its first reading of an ordi-
nance to approve an emergency ap-
propriation of $200,000 spread over
five years to fund the revaluation pro-
gram, which will require the assess-
ment of all residential and commer-
cial properties in the community.

In addition, Mayor Paul Mirabelli
advised that the previously sched-
uled planning board meeting to dis-
cuss the development of the Barnes
Tract has been rescheduled to De-
cember so that the site’s developer
can revise the design to provide more
details on the landscaping near Moun-
tain Avenue and Knightsbridge Road
and more precise renderings of the
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANGRY COMMUTERS...Last Thursday’s winter storm wreaked havoc at
Newark Penn Station causing  a total pandemonium and disruption of NJ Transit
service.


