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GARDINER, TARTIBUONO, COLUMBRITA AT SINGLES

Cougars Had Banner Season
In Tennis With 19-3 Record

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seemingly somewhat overshad-
owed by perennial Union County
powerhouses Westfield and Kent
Place, the Cranford High School girls
tennis team buckled down and just
kept winning and winning regular sea-
son games. The end result was a 19-3
record and the capturing of the Union
County Conference Mountain Middle
Division crown. The Lady Cougars
also placed seventh in the Union
County Tournament (UCT).

Cougar Head Coach Lisa Williams
was obviously quite pleased. “After
taking five years off from coaching
the girls and boys varsity tennis teams
to have my own two children, I re-
turned to coach the girls’ tennis sea-
son this fall. I was not sure what to
expect as their number one player did
not return this season.”

The Lady Cougars’ only losses came
at the rackets of 15-4 Westfield (4-1),

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (3-2) and No.
1-ranked, 24-0 Millburn (5-0) in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semi-
finals. The Millers went on to win the
Tournament of Champions for the
sixth straight year. Of their 19 wins,
the Cougars recorded 11 shutouts.

“It was not until our match vs. GL
[Governor Livingston] on October
30 that we truly came to terms about
winning the conference. During our
season, we were more concerned
about building the strength of our
team and going over strategy to win
and be successful. Winning the con-
ference was an added bonus to all of
our hard work this season on and off
the court,” said Coach Williams.

What definitely helped shoot the
Cougars right to the top was a trio of
very talented freshmen, who occu-
pied the three singles positions.

“Molly Gardiner, Olivia
Tardibuono and Alyssa Colombrita
were certainly a nice surprise!
Gardiner has a lot of experience play-
ing in tournaments whereas
Tardibuono and Colombrita are be-
ginning their tennis journey.
Tardibuono and Colombrita took les-
sons over the summer and improved
that much more during our practices
before the start of the season,” Coach
Williams pointed out.

Gardiner took on the very competi-
tive first singles spot and finished
with an 18-2 regular-season record.

She also won three matches and placed
fifth in the UCT at that position.
Gardiner then added another win the
the NJSIAA Singles Playoffs. Her 22
total wins was the most in a single
season by a Cougar. At second singles,
Tardibuono finished 16-5 and placed
eighth in the UCT.

“Tardibuono has the mental tough-
ness and the ability to see the court.
These are two skills that are innate
and cannot necessarily be taught,”
Coach Williams expressed.

Colombrita held the third singles
spot, placed ninth in the UCT and
finished with a 14-6 record.

“Colombrita has come a long way
and made vast improvements to her
game learning a topspin forehand and
more competitive serve. Our first
match of the season she lost to Roselle
Park and the very last match of the
season Colombrita won against the
same competitor proving her success-
ful season,” Williams said.

The Cougars went with senior Julia
Sorkin and sophomore Amanda New-
port at first doubles. The pair placed
sixth in the UCT and finished with an

18-3 record.
“The two played at the singles state

tournament losing in the first round to
Princeton. Newport will return next
season and we will continue to focus
on her mechanics and doubles strat-
egy,” Coach Williams promised.

The second doubles team consisted
of seniors Hailey Seals and Kylie
Brown, who also placed sixth in the
UCT and finished with a 16-4 record.

“We are also graduating our second
doubles team of Seals and Brown. All
three graduating seniors are extremely
intelligent and talented young ladies.
Sorkin is an EMT for Cranford, Seals
is the Manager at Giggles in Cranford,
and Brown is going to college to be a

Bio Engineer. Our entire team is made
up of honors students and over achiev-
ers. I am extremely proud of their
progress on the tennis court and their
ability to balance life as dedicated
high school students,” Coach Will-
iams expressed.

The team’s 19 wins topped the pre-
vious high of 17 set by the 2009 team
and was the most in the 46 years that
Cranford has had a girls tennis team.
The Lady Cougars’ final loss was
understandingly to the Millburn Mill-
ers in the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tourna-
ment.

“As the coach of the girls’ team and
a mom of two girls, I feel that it is
important to set an example for these
young ladies. I was clear with the girls
on all the things that I was balancing
in my life, while coaching: wife,
mother of two, working full-time spe-
cial education teacher at CHS, taking
graduate classes for my second mas-

ters degree in Administration Leader-
ship at Georgian Court University,
Advisor to the P.R.I.D.E. club at CHS
and during the season training for and

running the Brooklyn Half Marathon,”
Coach Williams said.

With the return of Gardiner,
Tardibuono and Colombrita at the
hotly contested singles spots and New-
port with a year experience at doubles,
the Cougars could certainly expect a
very bright outlook for next year.

“It is important to set high expecta-
tions on the court, in the classroom
and in life. I feel that all of my players
have learned a lot about tennis, being
a good sport and the importance of a
balanced life to be happy. Strong
women can certainly be strong lead-
ers and I would like to think that the
2018 Cranford girls’ tennis team
knows that they can do whatever they
set their mind to,” Coach Williams
expressed.

DOBOSIEWICZ, HENDRICKS, SULLIVAN LED IN SCORING

Young Lady Blue Devils Gained
Valuable Experience in Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having graduated nine super se-
niors from last year’s No. 4 ranked
19-0-2 squad that shared the Union
County Tournament crown with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, this year’s
Westfield High School soccer Lady
Blue Devils, especially the coaches,
were quite aware that their road to
success would be a bit rocky. Head
Coach Alex Schmidt was faced, not
only with replacing all the vacancies;
but also moving personnel around to
find the best fit.

“This year’s team truly embraced a
growth mindset, which at the end of
the day is all a coach could ask for.
With all of the adverse situations this
team faced such as being young, un-
timely injuries (which we had many
of) and a serious car accident, the
team didn’t stop from pushing for-
ward,” Coach Schmidt expressed.

The Lady Blue Devils spearheaded
by co-captains Kate Armstrong, Elisha
Israel and Caitlin Amman finished 4-
6 in the Watchung Division of the
Union County Conference and 6-9-1
overall. They recorded three shut-
outs, one in a 0-0 tie with East
Brunswick, and were shutout six
times. Seven of the Blue Devils’ losses
were by just one goal. The largest
margin of loss came in a 4-1 setback
to Cranford on September 13. That
loss ended the Blue Devils’ 42-game
unbeaten streak that began in Novem-
ber of 2015.

This season, the Blue Devils re-
ceived the fourth seed for the Union
County Tournament and after receiv-
ing a bye, lost to the fifth-seeded
Summit Hilltoppers, 1-0, in the

quarterfinal round. As the ninth seed
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 Tournament, the Blue Devils elimi-
nated the eighth-seeded Elizabeth
Minutemen, 2-1, before bowing to
the top-seeded, No. 1 Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers, 2-1, in the
quarterfinal round.

“If you just looked at our season
and our stats you could easily say that
this was a ‘lost’ year for Westfield
girls soccer. However, if you went to
our last game of the season, second
round of the North II, Group IV state
game verses Bridgewater, No. 1 team
in the state and No. 1 team in the
section (19-1), you would be hard
pressed to say that the team that
stepped on the field for Westfield was
a below .500 team. The team
outplayed Bridgewater for a majority
of the game and had much of the
momentum in the second half. We
always talk about ‘winning your mo-
ment’ and that game was the best
game we played all year and the team
definitely ‘won their moment’ that
day,” Coach Schmidt emphasized.

Scoring goals was indeed hard to
come by as the Blue Devils totaled
just 16, while yielding 20 goals. Jun-
ior Faith Dobosiewicz led the team in
scoring with four goals and a pair of
assists and senior Sophie Hendricks
had two goals and three assists, while
sophomore Jane Sullivan put in three
goals. Senior Julia Mancheno had a
goal and two assists, and junior
Catherine Miller contributed a goal
and an assist.

Blue Devils scoring one goal were
juniors Mikaela Buoscio and Riley
Ciarletta, sophomores Noah
Autzmeguine and Katie Hamilton, and

Sofia Martinez. Contributing one as-
sist each were Israel, juniors Sofia
Carayannopoulos and Grace
Friedberg, sophomore Julia Weinstein
and freshman Elise Fox.

As the goalkeeper, Amman made
77 saves and junior Erin Harris made
11 saves. Last year Amman made 68
saves and Harris made 10 saves.

“As a senior you always want to
leave your mark and I am so proud of
this senior class. With only six se-
niors, each played such an important
role to the 2018 team. Sophie
Hendricks led with humor, Brooke
Sullivan with patience, Julia
Mancheno led with a mature voice,
Elisha Israel with endless positivity,
Caitlin Amman with total focus day-
in and day-out, and Kate Armstrong
led with her fierce tenacity to com-
pete,” Coach Schmidt pointed out.

The Blue Devils did play with 18
underclassmen, so that should be a
positive sign for next year.

“The underclassman have learned
so much from this senior class and
although the seniors won’t reap the
benefits of their strong leadership,
I’m sure that when they see the team’s
on-field improvements next year, they
will know that it was their endless
commitment to growth this year that
played a big part in that turnaround.
Success can be measured in many
different ways and I am proud of the
all the individual and team successes
we had this year. As an athlete you’re
not always in charge of the result, but
you are in charge of your perfor-
mance. The 2018 WHS Girls soccer
team competed in every game they
played in and fought to the very last
whistle of the season,” Coach Schmidt
concluded.

Courtesy of Cougar girls tennis

OUTSTANDING SEASON...The Cougar girls tennis team had a banner season, going 19-3 and the capturing of the Union
County Conference Mountain Middle Division crown. The Lady Cougars also placed seventh in the Union County
Tournament (UCT).

David B. Corbin (2018 UCT files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT SEASON AT FIRST SINGLES...Freshman Molly Gardiner had an 18-
2 regular-season record and finished with 22 wins overall. Her 22 total wins was
the most in a single season by a Cougar.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL AROUND COMPETITIVE PLAYER...Blue Devil junior Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 17, led her team with four goals and
a pair of assists. Dobosiewicz was also very tough defensively when needed.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Friday, Decem-
ber 7, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in the office of
the Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, at which time and place responses
will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
PLANNING SERVICES FOR
THE ZONING BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/15/18, The Leader Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Friday, Decem-
ber 7, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in the office of
the Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, at which time and place responses
will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
RISK MANAGEMENT CON-
SULTING SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/15/18, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Friday, Decem-
ber 7, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in the office of
the Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, at which time and place responses
will be opened for:

APPRAISAL SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/15/18, The Leader Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Friday, Decem-
ber 7, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in the office of
the Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, at which time and place responses
will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
AUDITING/CONSULTANT
SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/15/18, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Friday, Decem-
ber 7, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in the office of
the Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, at which time and place responses
will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
ENGINEERING SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/15/18, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Friday, Decem-
ber 7, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the office of the
Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, at which time and place responses
will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
PLANNING SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/15/18, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Friday, Decem-
ber 7, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the office of the
Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, at which time and place responses
will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
THE PROVISION OF LEGAL
AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Township Attorney
Prosecutor

Alternate Prosecutor
Public Defender

Township Environmental Attorney
Township Labor Attorney
Redevelopment Attorney

Affordable Housing Counsel
General Litigation Counsel

Bond Counsel
Tax Appeal Attorney

Planning Board Attorney
Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/15/18, The Leader Fee: $41.82

David B. Corbin (October 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE BETWEEN SOPHOMORES...Blue Devil sophomore Katie Hamilton,
left, battles for possession of the ball with SPF Raider sophomore Holly Nelson.


