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Hannen, Buontempo Battle for
Open Seat on Township Committee

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Cranford has one
open seat on the township committee
being contested, and three open seats
on the board of education (BOE) that
are uncontested. Currently, the town-
ship committee has a super majority
with Democrats holding four of the
five seats.

Incumbent Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, is being
opposed by Richard Buontempo, a

Republican, for the three-year seat on
the township committee.

A Cranford candidates night for the
township committee seat was held
last Thursday in the municipal cham-
bers. Michelle Bobrow of the League
of Women Voters was the moderator
for the debate, who posed questions
provided by members of the public.

In opening statements, Mr.
Buontempo said he is a third-genera-
tion Cranford resident, graduating
Cranford High School in 1987. He
lives in Cranford with his wife, Meg,
and raised their four children in the
township. He said he also is a mem-
ber of the flood advisory committee.

Mr. Buontempo said he would, “try
to keep Cranford the way it’s been
since 1974.”

Mr. Hannen, who has served on the
township committee since 2013, and
has served as mayor for 2013, 2017
and 2018, is a graduate of Union
College and Rutgers University with
a degree in political science. He co-
owns a manufacturing plant in Lin-
den, and is a former volunteer
firefighter. He has lived in Cranford
with his wife for 27 years, and their
four children have all graduated from
Cranford schools.

“I have made a positive impact on

Cranford by thinking outside the
box… I’ve enjoyed giving back to the
community…,” Mr. Hannen said.

The first question to the candidates
was about how they see redevelop-
ment in the township, their position
on rezoning 750 Walnut Avenue, and
the use of eminent domain.

Mr. Hannen said as a member of
the planning board and the mayor, he
is tasked with viewing each applica-
tion, “with an open mind, that’s the
law, whether we agree with it or not.”
He said he cannot legally make a
comment on the application.

“On eminent domain, I have been
against eminent domain for economic
purposes,” Mr. Hannen said, but
would be in favor of it when it would
affect public safety such as for flood
control, noting Orchard Brook.

Mr. Buontempo said, “I’m against
750 Walnut.” He said it would put
pressure on safety personnel, traffic
and the schools. “Eminent domain is
a horrible thing,” he said. He said
development should be done on a
small scale.

Mr. Hannen said the township is
required to fulfill its affordable-hous-
ing obligations. “It makes sense to
put affordable housing on the main

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
VIGIL OF SOLIDARITY…Community members cradle candles on the lawn of Temple Emanu-El of Westfield at Sunday
night’s vigil in support of the victims of the mass shooting Saturday at a Pittsburgh synagogue that killed 11. Clergy from the
temple, the First Congregational Church of Westfield, Mayor Shelley Brindle and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick spoke to the
hundreds of people who gathered to voice their concern over the anti-Semitic act.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ADDAMSFEST KICKOFF...Addams Family characters pose for a picture at the
opening ceremonies of Westfield AddamsFest and Family Fun Zone on Saturday
at the Westfield Armory.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ASPIRING CARTOONISTS...New Yorker Cartoonist Felipe Galindo, known as
Feggo, pictured center, leads a hands-on cartoon activity showing children how to
draw their own cartoon at the Chas Addams Workshop held Sunday at the
Westfield Memorial Library. This family-oriented workshop talked about Chas
Addams from a cartoonist’s point of view and Feggo shared stories and anecdotes
about how Addams influenced him as a cartoonist, as well as other cartoonists, and
why Addams’ peculiar sense of humor made his characters a household name.

Democrats Challenge GOP
Incumbents in Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — For the first
time in decades, Republicans face a
challenge for two seats on the borough
council. Four candidates will appear
on the ballot in the Tuesday, Novem-
ber 6 election: incumbent Republican
Councilman Robert Messler, newly
appointed GOP Councilwoman Rachel
Pater and Democrats Anjali Mehrotra
and Illeana Montes.

The campaign has been dominated
by the salacious allegations made in a
lawsuit filed in May by five Mountain-
side police officers and a dispatcher.
The 48-page lawsuit, Stinner versus
Mountainside, which has received
nationwide media coverage, graphi-
cally details allegations of inappropri-
ate behavior including nudity, racial
and homophobic slurs, and sexual ha-
rassment within the borough’s police
department. In addition, the suit claims
that council members permitted cer-
tain members of the police department
to work side jobs and protected and
promoted several of the worst offend-
ers whose conduct was captured on
cell phone videos.

Since the lawsuit was filed, Ms.
Mehrotra and Ms. Montes have joined

several other residents at council meet-
ings who have raised concerns over
alleged favoritism, nepotism and a
perceived lack of transparency and
accountability on the council. The can-
didates have pressed for answers about
how Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and the
council responded to the allegations
of misconduct, which were first raised
by a plaintiff’s attorney in January
2017. At that time, the mayor urged the
attorney making the allegations to
immediately take the issue to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office. At the
October 10, 2018 candidates debate,
Ms. Mehrotra described the lawsuit as
a “dark cloud” hanging over the com-
munity and argued that “transparency
and different voices and opinions” were
needed on the council.

Mr. Messler is a businessman and
resident for more than 24 years who
has served on the council since 2004.
Ms. Pater, a resident since 2011, was
sworn in as councilwoman on Sep-
tember 18. She has a decade of expe-
rience in Washington, D.C., which
she believes helps her understand how
to “get things done.”

The candidates have competing
views on issues facing the commu-
nity including the best options for
controlling tax increase, the desir-
ability of entering into shared-service
agreements with neighboring towns,
whether sidewalks ought to be in-
stalled, and the best way to communi-
cate with residents. Mr. Messler and
Ms. Pater have noted that Mountain-
side currently has over 15 shared ser-
vices including participation in the
Joint Insurance Fund (JIF), board of
health services and the First Alert and
mutual aid programs.

Ms. Montes and Ms. Mehrotra said
they believe the borough should in-
vestigate more partnerships with
Union County. The Republican can-
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Special Election Edition

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD CANDIDATES...Incumbent Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., a
Democrat, pictured right, faces off againt Richard Buontempo, a Republican, far
left, in a debate held last Thurday, for the three-year seat on the township
committee. Michelle Bobrow, center, of the League of Women Voters was the
moderator for the debate.

Todisco, Cuccaro Vying
For Garwood Mayoral Seat

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Voters this Tuesday
will decide the race for the next bor-
ough mayor and two council seats.

Democratic Councilwoman Sara
Todisco and Republican Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro are seeking the
mayoral seat. The winner will succeed
Mayor Charles Lombardo, who was
defeated by Ms. Todisco in the June
Democratic Primary.

Currently, the council has a three-to-
three split between Democrats and
Republicans, with Mayor Lombardo, a
Democrat, holding the tie-breaking vote.

Running alongside Councilwoman
Todisco on the Democratic line are
Sean Benoit and Michael Ince, both
seeking election to the two open seats
on the borough council.

Ms. Todisco has been serving the
residents of Garwood as a council-
woman for the past seven years. A
fourth-generation resident who gradu-

ated from the Garwood public school
system, she is a graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark and
Northeastern University with a
bachelor’s degree in history with mi-
nors in education and business. After
college, she began volunteering for sev-
eral organizations in Garwood, includ-
ing as a softball coach in the Garwood
Baseball League. Following in her
grandfather’s footsteps, she became a
member of the Garwood Lions Club
and currently is its president. She also
is president of the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood. As a councilwoman,
she has served as finance chairwoman
three times and council president twice.

Ms. Cuccaro has resided in Garwood
for nearly 50 years, and is the second of
three generations of Garwood residents
including her parents and four siblings.
She has been a local real estate profes-
sional for 22 years. She is a past two-
time member of the Garwood Planning

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Six Westfield BOE Candidates
Discuss Issues During Forum

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Townspeople had
a chance to hear from candidates for
the board of education at a candi-
dates’ forum held last Wednesday,
October 24.

The six candidates standing for
election to the board, which manages
a operating budget of $106 million,
all thought school safety should be a
main priority, full-day kindergarten
was highly desirable and foreign lan-
guages should be taught from first
grade rather than the current third
grade.

The differences were in the sug-
gested implementation, with new can-
didates vowing to bring in the changes

and current board members pointing
out that budgetary constraints meant
that was not as easy as it seemed from
the outside.

Questions illustrating differences
between candidates were in short sup-
ply from the moderator representing
the League of Women Voters, which
was a joint sponsor of the event with
the Parent Teacher Council of
Westfield.

Six questions were submitted in
advance of the event, with the rest of
the questions being handed in at the
forum.

A question about introducing a full-
day kindergarten attracted the most
comments from the candidates.

The background came from cur-

rent school board president, Gretchan
Ohlig, who said: “The board spent a
significant amount of time in the last
two years looking at what it would
mean to have a full-day kindergarten.
We went out to survey the public and
we got pretty much a 50-50 response.
At the time there were significant
changes to the tax law and a lot of
other changes going on, particularly
the revaluation, so we decided not to
go ahead, but it is something I would
very much like to see us doing.”

Another current board member,
Robert Garrison, spoke of the need to
be realistic: “I am for full-day kinder-
garten, but you do realize the limita-
tions when you are on the board. Ten
years ago, Westfield received approxi-
mately 8 to 9 percent of funds from
the state, but currently we’re at about
4 percent.”

Simon Cirasa, whose children are
ages three and five, said: “I feel very
strongly that, if we are going to go
full-bore with full-day kindergarten
or full-day pre-school, it has to be
centered around actual education. For
me, just having a place that’s minding
the children at that age or very rudi-
mentary things like toys you can get
at home isn’t good enough. It should
be in line with our educational excel-
lence.”

Incumbent board member Charles
Ostroff was the only candidate who
struck a slightly different note, say-
ing: “I don’t think anyone disagrees
that it would be good to have full-day
kindergarten in this town, but people
are still moving here and we only
have half-day kindergarten. We still
have some of the top schools without
a half-day kindergarten. I hear people
talking about pressures and stress all
the time. Let kids be kids for a little
while.”

At the other end of the age group, a
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didates have both cautioned that the
cost of installing sidewalks is estimated
to be $5.5 million and could create
maintenance and liability issues for
homeowners, while the Democrats have
suggested that sidewalks would allow
the installation of streetlights which
would improve public safety.

Mr. Messler and Ms. Pater have
emphasized the council’s obligation
to be fiscally responsible stewards of
the borough’s resources noting that
the average tax increase for 2018 was
$19.65, which is less than 1 percent,
while their challengers have stated
that the municipal budget and taxes
have increased significantly.

Last year Democrats lost by around
260 votes of securing a council seat.

In addition, Candice Schiano is the
only candidate on the ballot for two
open board of education seats.

Polls are open Tuesday from 6 a.m.
until 8 p.m.

corridors on North and South Av-
enues where you have buses and trains
to take people to work,” Mr. Hannen
said. Developments there should be
no more than three stories high, he
told The Westfield Leader. He also is
not interested in another parking ga-
rage, he told The Leader.

Ms. Bobrow would not ask commu-
nity questions pertaining to the school
budget and school redistricting, as she
said those are not the purview of the
committee but rather about the poten-
tial for an increase of school-aged
children in the community,

Mr. Hannen, said “yes, there will be,
and it is why it was important to reduce
units at Birchwood.” The Birchwood
Avenue proposed development was
reduced from 360 to 225 units after the
township purchased the property from
the original developer, Cranford De-
velopment Associates, for $18.5 mil-
lion. Birchwood Developers Associ-
ates is the current developer.

“Development is continuing in
Cranford…There are more school
children coming,” Mr. Hannen said.

Mr. Buontempo said, “if you build
more big tract buildings like 750
Walnut, there is no place to put the
children.”

Mr. Hannen said he is most proud of
reducing the density at the Birchwood
Avenue development, getting Phase
2B of the Rahway River Flood Mitiga-
tion approved by the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection
(DEP), and getting the fire department
back to being fully staffed, he told The
Leader. Should he be reelected, he

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Election
would like to look at a long-range plan
for the sports fields throughout the
township, open space, and is an advo-
cate for flood control, saying he would
like to replace the aged floodgates at
Sperry Park and by the Mill, and is a
proponent of having a part of Lenape
Park, that has been investigated, for
storm-water storage, he told The
Leader.

Polls are open Tuesday from 6 a.m.
from 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside

Board, is an avid photographer and
attended Union County College for ur-
ban studies and creative writing.

Ms. Cuccaro has one son, Eric Meyer,
who attended Garwood schools and
was among the first group to be part of
the brand new Pre-K class at Washing-
ton School. He is a personal trainer and
still resides in Garwood.

Mr. Benoit has his own private law
practice. Before working in the private
sector, he said he worked for “advocat-
ing for those who could not speak for
themselves.” Mr. Benoit said his legal
advocacy was on behalf of children
who experienced sexual abuse and do-
mestic abuse.

Mr. Ince was raised in Clark,
graduating from Arthur L. Johnson
in 1974 and then Union County Col-
lege with a degree in criminal justice
in 1978. In 1979 he joined the Clark
Police Department, serving as a po-
lice officer in the department for
nearly a decade before joining the
FBI in 1988 and serving as a special
agent for over 24 years, retiring in
2012. He earned a bachelor’s degree
in political science from Montclair
State University in 1987, a master’s
in educational administration from
Seton Hall University in 1991, and a

second master’s in school counsel-
ing from Montclair State University
in 2010. He is currently completing
a third master’s in criminal justice.

He and his wife, Robin, have lived in
Garwood for over four years and have
three adult children. Mr. Ince previ-
ously worked as a part-time supervisor
at the Westfield YMCA, as a substitute
teacher in the Westfield school district,
and as an interim school guidance coun-
selor in several school districts.

Shortly after Mr. Benoit gradu-
ated from Boston College, he went
to work at the Department of Labor’s
Newark One-Stop Career Center,
helping people find work. Later, he
attended Rutgers Law School while
working full time. While waiting to
pass the bar, he volunteered as an
attorney at Essex-Newark Legal Ser-
vices, where he practiced landlord-
tenant law, helping tenants who were
living in unsafe conditions. Since
2010, Mr. Benoit has been a practic-
ing disability-rights attorney at a non-
profit organization. He specializes
in advocating for children with spe-
cial needs. In 2016, he and his wife,
Maria, bought their home in
Garwood. They have a son in first
grade at Lincoln School. Mr. Benoit
joined the Education Foundation of
Garwood shortly after moving to
Garwood and later volunteered for
the newly-established Garwood
Green Team as well.

Running alongside Councilwoman
Cuccaro on the Republican line are
incumbent Republican Councilwoman
Stephanie Bianco and Board of Educa-
tion member Sal Piarulli, both seeking
election to the two open seats on the
borough council.

Councilwoman Bianco was ap-
pointed after previous GOP Coun-
cilman Joseph Sarno resigned due to
his move to Scotch Plains. Mr.
Piarulli was defeated in his bid for
mayor in 2013 by Mayor Lombardo,
after himself having defeated then
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi in the
GOP Primary Election that year.

Ms. Bianco operates her own busi-
ness in the borough under the
Coldwell Banker umbrella as a real
estate agent and real estate appraiser.

Mr. Piarulli describes himself as
being able to make bipartisan efforts
to work effectively with Ms. Todisco
or other Democrats on council. The
father of four children who have at-
tended or currently attend Lincoln
School, he has 20 years of business
experience and more than a decade of
charitable leadership as a board mem-
ber for the Dean Michael Clarizio
Cancer Foundation. The Piarulli fam-
ily moved to Garwood 12 years ago.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Westfield BOE Candidates
question started out by stating that the
number of Westfield High School
(WHS) admissions to elite colleges
was lower than neighboring towns,
which seemed to be news to everyone
in the room.

The question asked what measures
candidates would implement to in-
crease admissions to elite schools.

With WHS having a graduation rate
of 99.4 percent in 2017 and seven stu-
dents going to Ivy League colleges, Mr.
Ostroff said: “It’s something that I’m
not concerned about. I think we’re do-
ing a good job. I know we’re doing a
good job. Maybe they got in and maybe
they decided not to go to the school.
Maybe another school offered them
more money. You’re giving me a state-
ment without giving me the figures.”

Dennis Cariello, whose three chil-
dren attend Holy Trinity School,

agreed. “The graduation rates and rates
of students going to college would be
the envy of any school in New Jersey.
I would like to see us making changes
that make our kids competitive, not
just with neighboring towns, but with
schools across the globe,” he said.

Tara Oporto looked at the question
from a different point of view, saying:
“None of my kids are at the high
school, so I don’t have any first-hand
experience, but I met a family recently
and the feedback from the kids was
that they are already taking so many
AP classes and it’s extremely stressful
and it’s a lot of pressure and it’s very
overwhelming for them. They’re feel-
ing the pressure to apply to nearly 20
colleges and take AP classes, as well as
all their regular classes. It’s really a lot
for a teenager.”

LEADER IN PARIS...Jeanette and Richard Pelikan of Westfield enjoy the latest
copy of The Westfield Leader while visiting Paris.

LEADER IN AMSTERDAM...Dan and Sue Kagan of Westfield hold up The
Westfield Leader in front of the windmills outside of Amsterdam, The Netherlands
on July 28.

School Board Discusses
Peace And Tolerance

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation started its  meeting this week
with a moment of silence in memory
of the people who were killed in Pitts-
burgh on Saturday.

“We talk a lot about safety and
security in our district and this cer-
tainly encompasses our students feel-
ing safe walking into school every
single day knowing they’re not going
to be subject to any hatred or bigotry
or anti-Semitism,” BOE President
Gretchan Ohlig said.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D.,  said she and several members of
the board, along with district administra-
tors and staff, were among hundreds of
people who attended a vigil at Temple
Emanu-El on Sunday in what was “a
powerful show of community.”

“To quote Rabbi Sagal, ‘It is nice to
see there are people who believe in
decency and hope,’” she said. “So, as
I reflected on recent incidents, I was
reminded of the important role adults
play in modeling respect, fairness,
acceptance and tolerance. Our chil-
dren have great skills of observation.
They hear how we speak, they watch
how we interact with those who do
not look like us and they learn from
how we treat people whose views are
different than ours.”

Ms. Dolan asked representatives
from Franklin Elementary School to

address the meeting about efforts they
were making to promote peace and
tolerance amongst pupils.

Principal Eileen Cambria, Assis-
tant Principal Paul Duncan and Anti-
Bullying Specialist Lynn
Slomczewski spoke to the board about
the way they addressed difficult so-
cial topics with students.

As principal of an elementary
school where children are aged from
5 to 11 years old, Ms. Cambria said,
“The emotional age of children is an
important thing to keep in mind when
you talk about kindness, respect,
empathy, understanding.”

Later in the meeting Violetta
Watson, a mother of children at Lin-
coln and McKinley Schools, raised
the subject of seatbelts on buses that
are used to transport children.

All school buses have seatbelts,
but some of the buses that are used to
transport Westfield school children
on longer journeys do not, and Ms.
Watson queried whether it was legal
to use these buses.

She said she knew a number of people
who had chosen not to allow their chil-
dren to go on field trips because of this.

Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan said this was an issue that had
been reviewed by the board’s attorney,
but she would ask him to look at it
again. She said that most of the coach
companies in the area only had a lim-
ited number of coaches with seatbelts.

Parents Raise Concerns
Over Reimaging Proposal

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford parents
voiced concerns over the reimaging
proposal offered by Superintendent
of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and
the board of education at the first of
10 meetings scheduled to discuss the
proposal this past Monday night at
Cranford High School (CHS).

The proposal seeks to unify the
district, establishing four schools, kin-
dergarten through grade 2, with full-
day kindergarten, one intermediate
school for grades 3 to 5 and one
middle school for grades 6 to 8.

Currently in the district there are
two schools for students grades K-2,
one school for students grades K
through 5, one school for students
grades K through 8, one school for
students grades 3 through 5, one school
for students grades 3 through 8, and
one school for students grades 9-12.

Additionally, the proposal calls for
CHS to be a career academy model,
offering technical specialization sur-
rounded by academics at the level
that students need.The proposal was
created “in response to community
needs,” according to Mr. Rubin, includ-
ing the desire for district-wide, tuition-
free full-day kindergarten.

Some of the other needs that could
be met through implementation of the
proposal, according to Mr. Rubin,
would include having dedicated spaces
like art rooms, music rooms and multi-
media centers in the elementary
schools, having “stabilized” class sec-
tions that would be “equitable” dis-
trict-wide, elimination of duplication
of service and the opportunity for com-
mon preparation time for teachers.

If the community decides to move
forward with the proposal, a referen-
dum would need to be voted on, as
“funds are not available in the budget,”

according to Business Administrator
and Board Secretary Robert Carfagno.

The referendum would include four
additional classrooms and additional
bathrooms at Hillside Avenue School,
as well as interior renovations at both
Hillside Avenue School and Orange
Avenue School.Tentative costs, ac-
cording to Mr. Carfagno, are estimated
to be $4.6 million, with a tax increase
of $200 per year, per household.

The tentative timeline for the pro-
posal starts with passing a referendum
in December of 2019 for implementa-
tion in the 2020-2021 school year. The
superintendent commented to the audi-
ence that, “It would have been way
easier to not propose this,” yet he found
the proposal to be “fiscally responsible.”

Mr. Carfagno reiterated that this is
a community decision, and that the
proposed reimaging could not move
forward without a majority vote.

More than two dozen parents stood
to comment on the proposed plan.

Some parents, like Lisa Gillett, who
thanked Mr. Rubin and the board for
“recognizing that status quo is not good
enough,” offered praise for the proposal.
Most parents, like Cathleen Ryan, who
told the board, “I feel as though this was
an hour-and-a-half sales pitch,” had
doubts and questions about the pro-
posal. Main concerns include issues
with bussing, loss of the “neighbor-
hood school environment,” a lack of
communication about the proposal, and
an increase to the taxpayers of Cranford.

Other large community meetings
scheduled to discuss the reimaging
are scheduled for Wednesday, No-
vember 28, and Monday, December
17.Individual school meetings are
set for Thursday, November 15;
Monday and Tuesday, November 19
and 20; Tuesday, November 27, and
Tuesday and Thursday, December 4
and 6.
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Four Candidates Seek Three
Seats on SP-F Board of Education

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Four candi-
dates are seeking three seats repre-
senting Scotch Plains on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) in this Tuesday’s school elec-
tion. There are no Fanwood seats up
this year. Seeking reelection are in-
cumbents Debora Brody, Karen
Kulikowski and Tonya Y. Williams,
while newcomer Alfonse G. Akins is
making his first bid for a board seat.
Sean Keagan Foley withdrew his can-
didacy last month.

Ms. Brody moved to Scotch Plains
approximately 28 years ago. She and
her husband, Bob, have four children
ranging from the ages of 22 to 30. The
youngest three children are less than
three years apart.

Ms. Brody earned an undergradu-
ate degree in accounting from Kean
University and subsequently earned
two master degrees in management
systems analysis and, most recently,
accounting, also from Kean. She has
run her own business for the past 18
years as a QuickBooks business con-
sultant.

Currently, she serves on the board
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation.

As soon as her youngest children
went into preschool at The Christo-
pher Academy, she started volunteer-
ing with the school’s Parent Associa-

tion, serving as president for five
years. She later was president of the
Coles Elementary School Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA). As her
children moved through the school
system, she also became president of
each school’s PTA. She was a leader
in the parent community for a total of
10 years, including two years as presi-
dent of the PTA Council.

She also has been a board member
of the Educational Enrichment Foun-
dation of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
where she additionally served as trea-
surer. She resigned this position upon
joining the BOE.

Ms. Brody said she brings a “unique
perspective as a parent and a volun-
teer who has worked closely with
school administration and as a busi-
ness owner with a financial back-

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Sunday, November 4, 2 a.m.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Lines were long on Sunday afternoon as kids of all ages donned their Halloween costumes at the
fourth annual Trunk-or-Treat event in downtown Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOK WHAT FLEW INTO TOWN...Some area houses were decorated and
ready for Halloween trick-or-treaters this week like this home in Fanwood.

Polling Place Change
FANWOOD — The polling place

for Fanwood Voting Districts 4 and 5
has been changed from the Terrill
Road Bible Chapel to the La Grande
Park recreation building on Second
Street. On-street parking is avail-
able. The building is handicapped
accessible.

Special Election Edition

Council Candidates Spar On
Downtown Plans Prior to Election

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Control of
the township council will be up for
grabs in next Tuesday’s election, with
six candidates seeking three seats on
the five-member governing body.

Democrats Joshua Losardo,
Roshan White and Elizabeth Stamler
and Republicans Andrew
Bondarowicz, Sonali Dalvi and Jeff
Kowalczyk — all making their first
run for elective office — are seeking
four-year terms to fill seats currently
held by Democrats John Del Sordi,
Jr. and the late Rose Checcio, while
Mr. Bondarowicz, who was named

to the council in July to fill the final
months of an unexpired term, is seek-
ing his own four-year term.

If the Democrats win all three
council seats, the party would con-
trol a governing body that would be
led by Republican mayor Alexander
Smith and Deputy Mayor Ted Spera.
The GOP will retain control if one of
its three candidates emerges victori-
ous next week. The Democrats have
had a majority on the governing body
in five different years — 1999, 2013
and the early months of 2014, 2015
and 2016 — over the past 45 years.

It has been a relatively low-key
campaign, with few disagreements

on most of the issues that have been
raised, but in the final week of the
campaign, the Republicans have ac-
cused the Democrats of not being
sufficiently supportive of the first
phase of the downtown redevelop-
ment plan that the council approved
in late September.

Mayor Smith, in a letter last week,
said that the Democratic candidates,
in a debate on October 18, had used
language such as “we need to slow
this down” and that the township
needs to keep “this town the way it
is” that the mayor said “made clear
their opposition to the Phase I rede-
velopment plan and the enormous
benefits it will bring to Scotch
Plains.” He called the Democrats’
opposition “the same tired arguments
that have been used to derail” down-
town redevelopment for the last 34
years. He also warned that Demo-
cratic opposition could jeopardize
the township’s affordable-housing
settlement that is a cornerstone of
the redevelopment effort.

The Democratic team, in an online
letter last week, admitted they “dif-
fer about how to redevelop down-
town Scotch Plains,” saying they
were “concerned how the council
may respond to developers seeking
to build six or more stories down
Park Avenue.” They also expressed
concerns “that the town has not ad-
equately prepared for an anticipated
jump in population and how that will
affect our schools, emergency ser-
vice budgets and traffic.”

In an era of online shopping and at
a time when neighboring towns are
building their own commercial and
residential spaces, the Democrats
said they were “not convinced that
Scotch Plains can create a sustain-
able downtown,” and asked what
kind of businesses will open in town,
would people shop in those busi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANDIDATE NIGHT...On October 18, a debate was held at the municipal
building for the candidates running for three open seats on the Scotch Plains
Council.

Democrats Challenge GOP
Incumbents in Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — For the first
time in decades, Republicans face a
challenge for two seats on the bor-
ough council. Four candidates will
appear on the ballot in the Tuesday,
November 6 election: incumbent
Republican Councilman Robert
Messler, newly appointed GOP
Councilwoman Rachel Pater and
Democrats Anjali Mehrotra and
Illeana Montes.

The campaign has been dominated
by the salacious allegations made in
a lawsuit filed in May by five Moun-
tainside police officers and a dis-
patcher. The 48-page lawsuit, Stinner
versus Mountainside, which has re-
ceived nationwide media coverage,
graphically details allegations of in-
appropriate behavior including nu-
dity, racial and homophobic slurs,
and sexual harassment within the
borough’s police department. In ad-
dition, the suit claims that council
members permitted certain members
of the police department to work
side jobs and protected and promoted
several of the worst offenders whose
conduct was captured on cell phone
videos.

Since the lawsuit was filed, Ms.
Mehrotra and Ms. Montes have
joined several other residents at
council meetings who have raised
concerns over alleged favoritism,
nepotism and a perceived lack of
transparency and accountability on
the council. The candidates have
pressed for answers about how
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and the
council responded to the allegations
of misconduct, which were first
raised by a plaintiff’s attorney in
January 2017. At that time, the mayor
urged the attorney making the alle-
gations to immediately take the is-
sue to the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office. At the October 10, 2018 can-
didates debate, Ms. Mehrotra de-
scribed the lawsuit as a “dark cloud”
hanging over the community and
argued that “transparency and dif-
ferent voices and opinions” were
needed on the council.

Mr. Messler is a businessman and
resident for more than 24 years who
has served on the council since 2004.
Ms. Pater, a resident since 2011, was
sworn in as councilwoman on Sep-
tember 18. She has a decade of expe-
rience in Washington, D.C., which

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Three Candidates Seek Two
Seats on Fanwood Council

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Three candidates
are seeking two open seats on the
borough council in Tuesday’s Gen-
eral Election, including Democrat
incumbents Erin McElroy Barker and
Patricia Walsh and Republican Brian
Walter. Currently, Democrats have a
6-0 majority on the council and also
hold the mayor’s office.

Councilwoman McElroy Barker is
serving her first term on the govern-
ing body. She currently is chairwoman
of the council’s Recreation and Com-
munity Services Committee and has
been putting her efforts into recent
borough events such as the 5K Run
on that was held on October 21 and
the Halloween Parade held this week.
Additionally, she is a member of the
Health and Senior Services Commit-
tee and the Public Works Committee.

According to  Ms. McElroy
Barker’s biography, she is married
with two children and has been a
resident of Fanwood for the last 15
years. Her biography also states that
she has been a social worker for the
last 20-plus years and currently works
for Robert Wood Johnson Medical

Center in New Brunswick specializ-
ing in helping people with chronic
disease.

Ms. Walsh has lived in the borough
for 26 years. According to her biogra-
phy, she has been a teacher in the New
York City school system for 30 years.
She has noted that she raised four
children through the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school system. Her hus-
band, Neil Pierce, serves on the
borough’s recreation commission.

According to Ms. Walsh’s biogra-
phy, she has been involved in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) school
system as a Parent Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA) volunteer and also has
volunteered for the borough’s Earth
Day festivities, the borough’s 5K Run
and the annual tree-lighting ceremony.

Ms. Walsh also is a past member of
the College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains and served on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation.

The third candidate, Mr. Walter,
has lived in Fanwood for more than a
dozen years.

According to his biography, Mr.
Walter graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1997, and
also attended Terrill Middle School
and Coles Elementary School.

Mr. Walter stated that he and his
wife, Rosalina, have two children,
one of who attends McGinn Elemen-
tary School. In his biography, Mr.
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LEADER IN PARIS...Jeanette and Richard Pelikan of Westfield enjoy the latest
copy of The Westfield Leader while visiting Paris.

ground.” This, she said, is “in con-
junction with the responsibility of
overseeing that the school district is
being run efficiently to protect the
taxpayers and residents of both Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.”

Ms. Kulikowski has been a BOE
member since April 2009, currently
serving as the chairperson of the Cur-
riculum and Personnel committees
and as a member of the Facilities
Committee.

Ms. Kulikowski became involved
in the community when she moved to
Scotch Plains in 2000, including be-
ing active in various in SPF PTA
organizations. These included: School
One – Fun Fair Committee co-chair
in 2001 and chair in 2002; Park Middle
School – PTA president from 2003-
2005 and 2006-2007; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PTA Council president from
2005-2006; Scotch Plains-Fanwood
PTA Council vice-president from
2007-2009, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School – Scholarship
Committee from 2007-2009.

She also was active in the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools’ Parent Student Organiza-
tion (PSO), including serving as PSO
freshman parent coordinator for 2007-
2008 and membership chair for 2008-
2009. She was the PSO president
from 2009-2011.

“My son had a great experience in
our schools and I want to insure that
all children have the same opportu-
nity,” Ms. Kulikowski said.

Ms. Williams, a Scotch Plains na-
tive, graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1987 and
went on to Kean University with a
major in psychology.

Professionally, she is a local busi-
ness owner in Scotch Plains working
as an integrative health coach. Her
focus and expertise are seniors and
working with women with Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome.

Ms. Williams is the mother of three
children, with a lifelong commitment
to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District. She returned to Scotch Plains
17 years ago to raise her children
because she wanted to “share the
wonderful experience I had in this
district with them.” Her two youngest
children are enrolled in the school
district and her oldest daughter at-
tends Rutgers University after gradu-
ating from SPFHS in 2013.

The candidate has been active for
many years in the school district

through volunteering as a room par-
ent and as a member of the PTA. She
has volunteered as a Girl Scout leader
for 13 years in addition to volunteer-
ing in the youth baseball leagues in
both Scotch Plains and Fanwood and
coaching in the Scotch Plains sum-
mer basketball league.

“I am passionate about my children
and the children in our town. I am
concerned about the educational
achievement of students in the dis-
trict and I want to do all I can to
ensure our children receive the best
education possible to prepare them
for a successful future,” Ms. Will-
iams said. “Our schools must provide
the environment and opportunity for
all of our students to achieve and
excel.”

She currently serves on the Facili-
ties, Policy and Negotiations com-
mittees.

“I am committed to ensuring that
every child in Scotch Plains has ac-
cess to a world-class education, so
that our students can help our country
out-perform the world, and I want to
make sure that Scotch Plains ranks
with the best school districts in the
State of New Jersey. This requires
excellence at every level of our edu-
cation system, from early learning
through secondary education,” Ms.
Williams said. “It means that we must
close the achievement gap in our
schools and ensure that our children
can benefit from high-quality educa-
tional opportunities. All children
should have access to an excellent
education that empowers them to se-
cure their own freedom and contrib-
ute to the betterment of our society.”

Mr. Akins has lived in Scotch Plains
for eight years with his wife and two
kids – Matthew and Dea.

“In all these years, I have always
looked for ways to give back to our
community,” he said.

Currently he is commissioner and
vice-chairman of the Scotch Plains
Recreation Commission. He also is
leader and committee chairman for
Pack 98 Cub Scouts, founder of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Chess
Club and a youth basketball coach.

“My main goal is to improve the
lives of our students by helping those
that are charged with educating our
children – the teachers and guidance
counselors in our schools,” Mr. Akins
said.

Recently, his daughter graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

“Throughout each of those four
years, I discovered a grossly inad-
equate counseling structure for our
students. At a critical time when ca-
reer guidance is most important as
kids prepare for colleges, it was a
major struggle to get any substantive
time with the guidance counselors,”
Mr. Akins said. “Right now, at SPF
High, we have almost 1,600 students
and a handful (six) of guidance coun-
selors – a horrible ratio of 267 stu-
dents per counselor.”

“This is absolutely not acceptable.
The counselors are overloaded and
overworked. As a result, students are
left to fend for themselves when mak-
ing critical career decisions. Some
students get frustrated, fall through
the gaps and drop out of school com-
pletely. The lack of access to quality
time with counselors is a major con-
tributing factor to our low college
readiness and our very high dropout
rate. We need to improve this wall of
support for our students,” Mr. Akins
said.

Polls are open on Tuesday, No-
vember 6, from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE Candidates

LEADER IN AMSTERDAM...Dan and Sue Kagan of Westfield hold up The
Westfield Leader in front of the windmills outside of Amsterdam, The Netherlands
on July 28, 2018.

she believes helps her understand
how to “get things done.”

The candidates have competing
views on issues facing the commu-
nity including the best options for
controlling tax increase, the desir-
ability of entering into shared-ser-
vice agreements with neighboring
towns, whether sidewalks ought to
be installed, and the best way to
communicate with residents. Mr.
Messler and Ms. Pater have noted
that Mountainside currently has over
15 shared services including partici-
pation in the Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF), board of health services and
the First Alert and mutual aid pro-
grams.

Ms. Montes and Ms. Mehrotra said
they believe the borough should in-
vestigate more partnerships with
Union County. The Republican can-
didates have both cautioned that the
cost of installing sidewalks is esti-
mated to be $5.5 million and could
create maintenance and liability is-
sues for homeowners, while the
Democrats have suggested that side-
walks would allow the installation of
streetlights which would improve
public safety.

Mr. Messler and Ms. Pater have
emphasized the council’s obligation
to be fiscally responsible stewards
of the borough’s resources noting
that the average tax increase for 2018
was $19.65, which is less than 1
percent, while their challengers have
stated that the municipal budget and
taxes have increased significantly.

Last year Democrats lost by around
260 votes of securing a council seat.

Polls are open Tuesday from 6
a.m. until 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Council Takes Action On
Affordable-Housing, RFPs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council this week passed two
resolutions and introduced three or-
dinances related to the township’s
affordable-housing obligations that
are required to be acted upon in
advance of a compliance hearing next
month.

At the council’s business meeting
on Monday, attorney Robert Renaud,
who is advising the township on its
affordable-housing issues, briefly
summarized the five actions being
taken before the Wednesday, De-
cember 12, hearing, which will give
the court a projection of when those
tasks will be accomplished.

Two resolutions were passed, one
pertaining to the township’s afford-
able-housing spending plan and an-
other related to the township’s mar-
keting plan for affordable units.

The three ordinances, which will
be voted on at the council’s Tuesday,
November 20, meeting, include an
updated affordable-housing ordi-
nance, one related to development
fees and a third related to mandatory
affordable-housing set-asides.

The council, in late September,
approved the plan for the first phase
of downtown redevelopment,
which will focus on several public
properties.

Mayor Alexander Smith said on
Tuesday that Requests-for-Propos-
als (RFP) and Requests-for-Qualifi-
cations (RFQ) will be formally re-
leased today, November 1, meaning
that interested developers can then
submit proposals to develop approxi-
mately 8.2 acres of property. Calling
it “an exciting time for us,” Mayor
Smith noted that it was “the first time
in the history of Scotch Plains” that
an RFP and RFQ have been issued
for the downtown.

At several points during Monday’s
meeting, council members and oth-
ers remembered Councilwoman
Rose Checchio, who passed away on
October 21. Calling it “a very sad
time for us,” Mayor Smith read a
proclamation extending the
township’s “deepest condolences”
to the Checchio family and calling
Mrs. Checchio “a shining example
of selflessness and dedication” to
the community.

Mayor Smith said he will also re-
name the annual Play for P.I.N.K.
walk held to raise money for breast
cancer research as the Rose Checchio
Walk to Wipe Out Breast Cancer and
announced plans to establish a rose
garden in her memory in the Alan
Augustine Village Green.

Saying that “we’ll miss our friend,”
Township Manager Al Mirabella
praised the “great work” done by
Mrs. Checchio “in a short amount of
time.” He said she “made a tremen-
dous impact” and “left the town bet-
ter than she found it.” Guido
Passucci, a Senger Place resident,
called Mrs. Checchio “a great lady”
and thanked her for her service to the
community.

In other business, the council
passed a new zoning ordinance that
is basically an updated version of the
previous ordinance. The planning
board and Zoning Officer Robert
LaCosta worked on the new docu-
ment, which Township Attorney
William Robertson said contains no
changes to zoning districts and
boundaries. The council also
awarded a contract not to exceed
$102,080 to Messercola Excavating

for the upcoming leaf pick-up pro-
gram and awarded a contract not to
exceed $54,438 to Storr Tractor Co.
for a new mower.

At the end of the meeting, a brief
kerfuffle erupted when Republican
Councilman Andrew Bondarowicz,
who is seeking election next week,
spoke at the microphone as a resi-
dent, not an elected official, to criti-
cize Democrats locally and at the
Union County level for placing cam-
paign signs on public properties,
something he said showed “great
disrespect” to those township-owned
lands. Addressing Councilman John
Del Sordi, Jr., who also is Scotch
Plains Democratic Party chairman,
Mr. Bondarowicz said he was
“alarmed” at seeing Democratic signs
at township parks.

A clearly peeved Mr. Del Sordi
called the signs “part of the spirit of
the election season” and said his
party “didn’t mess up the town
months before” the election like in
other towns. He told Mr.
Bondarowicz that if he wanted to do
something about the signs, he should
“come up with an ordinance.”

Following a brief moment of si-
lence between the two, after Mr.
Del Sordi accused Mr. Bondarowicz
of “grandstanding” and telling him
that if he wanted a fight, “you’re
going to get a fight out of me.”
Mayor Smith took his gavel from
his desk drawer and banged it to end
the debate and then, after a brief
discussion of the legalities of where
signs can be placed, adjourned the
meeting.

nesses and would people move into
the new residential units “in train-
less Scotch Plains?” They accused
Republicans of supporting down-
town redevelopment “at all costs,”
adding that supposedly fiscally-con-
servative township Republicans “ap-
pear willing to risk taxpayer dollars
without thinking through all the rami-
fications of rebuilding our down-
town.”

The three Democrats emphasized
that they support downtown rede-
velopment, but, “we just wouldn’t
rush into anything without thinking

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Election
it through.”

Mr. Kowalczyk, in an online let-
ter, accused Democrats of using
“scare tactics,” saying that “no one
is talking about six or more story
buildings down Park Avenue” or risk-
ing “taxpayer dollars without think-
ing it through.” He also asked if the
Democratic candidates have attended
the downtown redevelopment meet-
ings, and called the plan for the down-
town “one of the most thoughtful
plans I have seen in 28 years. Noth-
ing has been rushed. Have my oppo-
nents even read the plan?”

Walter states that he has served as
president of the Fanwood Business
and Professional Association, been a
board member for the Fanwood Com-
munity Foundation and was the
founder and president of the Fan-
wood St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser
for music boosters and local sports.

In addition, Mr. Walter noted that
he has volunteered for the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, McGinn School, Fanny
Wood Day, Chelsea Senior Living
Village, the Union County Baptist
Church, the American Legion and
Boy Scout Troop 277.

Earlier this year, it was announced
that Mr. Walter was hired as the ex-
ecutive chef of the Shackamaxon

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Election
Country Club. He was the former
owner and operator of Flannery’s Pub
in Fanwood.

Polls will be open from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m.
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Six Candidates Seek Three Seats
On Westfield Board of Education

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Six candidates,
including three incumbents, are seek-
ing three seats on the Westfield Board
of Education in Tuesday’s school-board
election. Seeking the seats are current
BOE President Gretchan R. Ohlig, in-
cumbents Charles Ostroff and Robert
Garrison, and newcomers Dennis
Cariello, Simon Cirasa and Tara Oporto.

Ms. Ohlig has been a member of
the Westfield Board of Education for
the past seven years, serving as its
president for the past three years. She
has been a Westfield resident for the
past 18 years. During that time, she
has served as a founding board mem-
ber of Liam’s Room and as a member
of the board for the Westfield Area Y
and Westfield Education Fund. She
has a law practice in Westfield spe-
cializing in estate planning and ad-
ministration, real estate and small
business transactions.

Mr. Ostroff has been a resident of
Westfield since 2003. He lives with
his wife, Lisa, and their children, Ava
and Harrison. He was elected to the
board of education in November of
2015 and has been on the board since
January of 2016. He sits on the tech-
nology, facilities and finance com-
mittees and is currently the chairman
of the finance committee. The candi-
date is a chief credit officer at a multi-
family lending platform, a job he has
held since 2009.

He said he believes that communica-
tion and community are important to
the successful operations of the board.

“I also believe that compassion and
understanding are essential with re-
gards to our youth today and their
daily pressures,” Mr. Ostroff said.

Mr. Cariello moved to Westfield in
August 2014 from Queens. He lives
with Andrea, his wife of 15 years, and
their three daughters. He is an attor-
ney with over a decade of experience
working on education law matters. In
February 2007 he joined the U.S.
Department of Education. While
there, President George W. Bush ap-
pointed him deputy general counsel
in the Office of the General Counsel,
as well as the acting deputy assistant
secretary for enforcement in the De-
partment of Education’s Office for
Civil Rights. In January 2009, Presi-
dent Barack Obama reappointed him
as deputy general counsel, the only
political appointee in the Department
of Education to be reappointed fol-
lowing the inauguration. In June 2009,

he left federal service to return to
New York and private practice.

Mr. Cariello is a member of the
Home School Association of Holy
Trinity School and a board member
of the Center for Education Reform,
a Washington, D.C.-based education
policy and advocacy organization. He
holds a Bachelor or Arts in History
from the State University of New
York at Stony Brook and a J.D. from
Fordham Law School. He has coached
girls’ basketball at the Westfield Area
YMCA and softball in the Westfield
town recreation and travel leagues.

Mr. Garrison and his wife, Erika,
moved to Westfield in 2005, due in
large part to the great reputation of its
schools. Their daughter, Maya, at-
tends the third grade at Wilson El-
ementary School. His family are mem-
bers of Saint Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church and their daughter attends
the JCC’s Camp Yachad.

Mr. Garrison said he has more than
two decades of public administration
experience on the federal, state and
local levels and offers deep profes-
sional knowledge in a wide variety of
areas including labor relations, pub-
lic finance and budgeting, and
workforce development. He received
his law degree from Rutgers Law
School and holds a master’s in gov-
ernment administration from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s Fels Insti-
tute of Government.

He said Westfield taxpayers deserve
a strong public school system. During
his time on the board, Mr. Garrison has
focused on issues such as encouraging
sound fiscal stewardship, improving
communications and community en-
gagement, and making Westfield’s
schools safer. Mr. Garrison said he
believes that great things are happen-
ing in schools, but that there is room to
make them even better.

Mr. Garrison said he looks forward
to the opportunity to continue to col-
laborate with stakeholders — from
faculty, administrators and fellow
board members to parents, students
and residents — to create opportuni-
ties, fix problems and promote aca-
demic excellence and achievement
for all Westfield students.

Mr. Cirasa is a native of Westfield.
He was raised in Westfield and edu-
cated in its public schools, fully at-
tending Franklin Elementary School
and Roosevelt Middle School before
graduating from Westfield High
School in 2000. Two years ago, he
and his wife, Kristen, also a Westfield

native, along with their two sons,
Brady (age 5 and a half) and Reed
(just turning 3) re-located back to
their hometown.

Prior to entering the professional
workforce, Mr. Cirasa attended the
University of Colorado at Boulder,
earning a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Political Science from there in 2004.
For most of his professional career,
he lived and worked in Manhattan,
spending the last 12 years at the digi-
tal marketing technology and services
firm Epsilon, an Alliance Data Sys-
tems company, where he is currently
a senior director of client services.

As the son of two career educators (a
professor and a vice-principal), whose
dinnertime conversations throughout
his life have seemed always to be one
way or another about the importance
and value of education.

“I can imagine no greater privilege or
responsibility than to help steer the
district to what I am confident will be an
ever-brighter future,” Mr. Simon said.

Ms. Oporto, originally from Queens,
N.Y., moved to New Jersey in the year
2000. She has lived in Westfield for
seven years with her husband, Joe, in
Ward 2. She has twin sons, Zachary
and Aaron; two daughters, Brooke and
Faith, and one stepson, John. Four of
her children attend three Westfield
schools: Lincoln, Wilson and
Roosevelt Intermediate. The candi-
date has worked in the advertising and
marketing field for nearly 30 years.
Currently, she is a media director at
Media Brokers International, a work-
from-home position she said enables
her to be “both a stay-at-home mom
and a working mom.”

“As a mom for the past 12 years, I
have experienced the joys and chal-
lenges that come from parenting mul-
tiple children with multiple households,
with a wide range of interests and
abilities. As a result, I’ve been in-
volved with and exposed to six differ-
ent preschools, three different elemen-
tary schools, and intermediate schools
and high schools in many neighboring
towns over the last decade,” Ms.
Oporto said. “As I have grown as a
parent, I’ve been more active with the
schools, especially when I see room
for improvement in one area or things
missing from our Westfield schools
that other towns are offering. I’ve en-
acted change from the sidelines for the
last few years, and now I am ready to
get on the field.”

Polls are open on Tuesday, No-
vember 6, from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m.

Freeholder, Congressional
Races On Ballot on Tuesday

Todisco      Ince & Benoit
for councilfor mayor

OUR FOUR POINT PLAN

For a Stronger Garwood

Modernize Our Government 
by using social media to communicate with residents in real-time and apps 

Bring Our Community Together 

Be Proactive 
on issues that matter to you in Garwood, including redevelopment, 

Deliver Top Value
with smart budgeting, shared services, grants, improved town services, 

Vote Column A on November 6th

Sara Todisco for Mayor         Michael Ince & Sean Benoit for Council

www.Dems4Garwood.com •            @Dems4Garwood
Paid for by Democrats for Garwood | 409 Locust Avenue, Garwood, NJ 07027

DEMOCRATS FOR GARWOOD

Check out the full

Todisco-Ince-Benoit 

platform and more at

www.Dems4Garwood.com

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGIONAL — Six candidates are
seeking three seats on the nine-mem-
ber Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders in the Tuesday, Novem-
ber 6 General Election. Democrats
have held all nine board seats since
1998.

Incumbent Alexander Mirabella,
the municipal manager in Scotch
Plains, is seeking an eighth term, hav-
ing been first elected in 1997. A Fan-
wood resident, he is also a former
councilman in Roselle Park. His run-
ning mates are former Roselle coun-
cilwoman Andrea Staten, a real estate
appraiser by profession, and Kim-
berly Mouded of Westfield. Ms.
Mouded, who ran unsuccessfully for
a Westfield Town Council seat in
2015, is a former associate dean of
student life at St. John’s University.

They will face Republicans, Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, a former
Garwood mayor and retired licensed
executive search consultant; former
Garwood councilman Joseph Sarno,
who recently moved to Scotch Plains,
and Peter Kane of Summit. Mr. Sarno
is a property accounting manager with
Urban Edge Properties of Paramus.
Mr. Kane was appointed president of
Marist High School in Bayonne in
August and previously served as se-
nior director at the New Jersey Hous-
ing & Mortgage Finance Agency.

There is also an unexpired freeholder

seat up this year, with Democrat
Rebecca Williams, a former Plainfield
councilwoman, being challenged by
Republican Peter Lijoi of Summit for
the one remaining year on Linda Carter’s
freeholder seat. Mr. Lijoi, an attorney,
is president of the Union County Board
of Taxation. Ms. Williams is a full-time
faculty member in the humanities divi-
sion at Essex County College in New-
ark. She was appointed to the free-
holder seat following Ms. Carter’s res-
ignation after she was appointed to the
State Assembly.

There also is a hotly contested race
in the 7th Congressional District be-
tween five-term incumbent Congress-
man Leonard Lance and Democratic
challenger Tom Malinowski, an as-
sistant secretary of state in the Obama
Administration. Also running for the
seat are Green Party candidate Diane
Moxley, an attorney from Garwood,
and independent Gregg Mele, a law-
yer from Bridgewater running under
the slogan Freedom, Responsibility
and Action. The 7th district includes
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield.

Democratic Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman is seeking a
third term representing New Jersey’s
12th Congressional District. She is
being opposed by Republican Daryl
Kipnis, an attorney from Somerset
County. The district includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

 There also is a special election in the

22nd Legislative District to fill an un-
expired term left following the death of
Assemblyman Jerry Green (D). Ms.
Carter, who was appointed to finish out
Mr. Green’s Assembly term, is seeking
a full two-year term. She is being op-
posed by John Quattrocchi of Clark,
who ran unsuccessfully for the State
Assembly last year. Ms. Carter previ-
ously served as a Union County Free-
holder and as a Plainfield council-
woman. She is employed by the Passaic
Board of Education as a high-school
business education teacher.

The top of the ticket this year is the
U.S. Senate race that pits two-term
Democratic Senator Robert Menendez
against Republican Bob Hugin, a re-
tired pharmaceutical executive from
Summit. Mr. Menendez, who was un-
der a political cloud for several years
following his indictment for corruption
in 2015, saw his trial ended in a hung
jury in the fall of 2017. Mr. Hugin has
run negative ads for months on the
indictment and the admonishment of
Mr. Menendez by the Senate Ethics
Committee for “accepting gifts from a
wealthy doctor while using his position
as a senator to promote the doctor’s
personal and financial interests,” ac-
cording to a New York Times report.

Mr. Menendez has ripped Mr.
Hugin for raising pharmaceutical
prices of cancer drugs multiple times
while the chief executive officer at
Celgene and for being supportive of
President Donald Trump.

Write-in Candidate Vies for Cranford BOE
One-Year Seat; Three Uncontested Seats
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) has three, three-year
open seats that are uncontested, and
one, one-year seat that is being con-
tested by a write-in candidate.

William Hulse and Maria Loikith
are the incumbents for the board of
education, and Terry Darling is a new-
comer, seeking to fill the three-year
open seats. Brian McCarthy and write-
in candidate Loryn O’Brien are seek-
ing the one-year unexpired seat left
by Catherine Sheridan.

Mr. Darling, a real estate appraiser,
moved to Cranford in 2007 with his
wife of 13 years, Meghan. They have
two children, a fifth grader at
Livingston Avenue School and a sec-
ond grader at Walnut Avenue School.
Mr. Darling is a volunteer softball and
baseball coach with the Cranford Base-
ball and Softball League, a member of
the Cranford Municipal Alliance and
the Cranford Dramatic Club, is active
with the PTA at Livingston Avenue
School and Walnut Avenue School,
and is a volunteer with Scouting.

“Primary issues which prompted me
to run are school safety and the impact
of overdevelopment on our public-
school campuses. I am also concerned
with early childhood education (the
lack of full-day kindergarten) and the
potential impact legalized marijuana
may have on our schools,” Mr. Darling
said in a statement.

Mr. Darling, in a statement about
the Reimagine proposal to consoli-
date schools, said, “I am not ready to
support this proposal and I’m not ad-
vocating anyone else should be, either.
I am also not prepared to voice oppo-
sition to it. How could I when so many
details remain unknown? I do intend
to listen to the proposal despite the fact
there are significant things about it I
dislike. The potential of adding full-
day kindergarten is important to the
future of this school district and this
community. Beyond full-day kinder-
garten this plan has other benefits that
I do not yet fully understand. I don’t
know if those benefits make the pro-
posal worthwhile or not, but I am
committed to having an open mind
and to being diligent in learning more
about it and contributing to the pro-

cess.”
Ms. O’Brien has announced she is

running as a write-in candidate for the
one-year seat on the BOE. She is op-
posing Mr. McCarthy, who is also run-
ning for the one-year unexpired seat.

Ms. O’Brien is a second-generation
Cranford resident, and a graduate of
Cranford Public Schools. She is mar-
ried and has three children, with her
oldest child being a 2016 graduate of
Cranford High School (CHS), her
middle child currently a student at
CHS, and her youngest in elementary
school. She holds a degree from Kean
University in early childhood educa-
tion, and a New Jersey teaching certi-
fication in both preK-2 and K-5 areas.
She has experience in teaching and
volunteering in the schools.

“I decided to run because I believe
we are not being told the full story as
to why the Reimagine plan has come
about. I believe that there is a better
way to achieve some of these goals. I
need to be a voice for those who
cannot speak up for any number of
reasons. As a mother and teacher, I
believe I offer a different voice to the
board of education. I want to do what
is best for all of us, no matter where
that takes us, I want to be a part of it,”
Ms. O’Brien said in a statement.

Mr. McCarthy is a 17-year resident

of Cranford with two sons in the Cran-
ford school system. He has sat on
boards in the township and currently
sits on the board for the Calvary Nurs-
ery School and Childcare, as well as
the Cranford Lacrosse Club.

“I am running for the BOE for
many reasons, and like others boards
before, I feel my strong ability to
manage situations and people would
be an asset to the board. I also see a lot
of changes going on around town.
There are many things we need to do
to prepare our students for the future.
We need to make sure we also protect
our students with a safe learning envi-
ronment and challenge them with new
and innovative technology. Finally, I
feel that with the influx of places like
Birchwood and other major develop-
ments, I want to know what we are
doing to prepare for this time and
how we can make our town stronger
without losing the small-town charm.
Change is inevitable and scary, but it
is not always negative. In order to
support the progression of our town
we will need to provide an environ-
ment that our children can grow and
become successful,” Mr. McCarthy
said in a statement.

Neither Ms. Loikith nor Mr. Hulse
responded to the newspaper’s inquiry
for a biography and statement.

Courtesy Fanwood Democratic Committee
CAMPAIGNING IN FANWOOD...Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, Trenton), pictured at podium, was the keynote speaker at a Democratic town
hall at Forest Road Park on Sunday. She shared the podium with Mayor Colleen
Mahr as Fanwood Democratic Council candidates Erin McElroy Barker and Trisha
Walsh, at right, listened. The Congresswoman also is seeking reelection.
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 1.  Fiscal Responsibility. Stabilize property taxes, maintain strong credit rating, keep municipal spending in 
check.

 2.  Downtown Redevelopment. Work pro-actively and cooperatively with property and  
business owners to make our downtown more vibrant and successful. 

 3.  Recreation Programs and Opportunities. These are important assets for the quality of life of our residents,  
particularly our children and seniors. 

 4.  Affordable Housing Reform. Work with the Mayor and  

 5.  Mental Wellness. We support programs to ensure safety, stability, and mental wellness for our schools  
and residents.

Have a 5 Point Plan to 

continue to Enhance Quality of Life in Scotch Plains

have a 5 Point Plan for Scotch Plains, Vote Column “B” on November 6th

Bondarowicz, Dalvi & 
Kowalczyk

Elect Mayor Al Smith’s Team…

Bondarowicz, Dalvi & Kowalczyk
Andrew Sonali Jeff

BDKforSPCouncil www.4ScotchPlains.com
Paid for by BDK for Scotch Plains, PO Box 441, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

SP Candidates’ Opposition to The
Development Is Deceptive, Harmful

After praising town council for
doing a great job at negotiating an
affordable-housing settlement and the
SPDRC for doing a great job on the
downtown redevelopment plan for
Phase I, the Democrat candidates then
began to depart from the require-
ments established in both documents.

The skilled, tough, negotiations of
the town council and our profession-
als with Fair Share Housing, inter-
vening developers, and the court, pro-
duced a settlement that protects the
town from further builder suits until
2025, but sets down a set of require-
ments that the town must fulfill to
meet its constitutional affordable-
housing obligations. The court is
monitoring our progress in fulfilling
our obligations.

The downtown redevelopment plan
for Phase I has been created based on
the requirements in our affordable-
housing agreement, but in a manner
that creates a great, vibrant down-
town with open space, great places to
visit with adequate parking and ameni-
ties. To make this design work, some
buildings may have to be five stories.
As Sonali Dalvi, a trained architect,
explained during the candidates’ de-
bate, the plan follows the Princeton,
NJ model where above three floors
there must be a 10-foot setback for
each additional floor so that from
street level it appears as a three-story
building.

It has been an arduous process over
the past year on the part of the bipar-
tisan Downtown Redevelopment
Committee, our professionals and fi-
nally the town council to develop this
plan. Key to the success of the plan is
density or the number of housing units
per acre. We must meet the density
agreed to in the affordable-housing
settlement, 20 units per acre. At this
density, we achieve three critical goals
– meet our affordable-housing obli-
gation, develop a core mass of people
to sustain our current and future busi-
nesses, and make the sale of our pub-
lic parking lots valuable enough to
finance the project. We do not have

the option to tell the court we are not
going to meet our affordable-housing
obligation because we don’t want five-
story buildings.

I became alarmed when I heard the
Democrat candidates state that “we
need to slow this down,” “we don’t
want five or six stories,” we need to
keep “this town the way it is it,” and
all the town needs is to be “spruced-
up.” If implemented, these actions
will violate our downtown redevel-
opment plan, which is based on our
affordable-housing agreement, put-
ting us in jeopardy of not meeting our
affordable-housing obligations, which
could bring server penalties to Scotch
Plains in the form of court-mandated
projects. We want to avoid this at all
costs. We also will not get the great
downtown that the clear majority of
our residents are demanding.

I have tried to be honest and open
with our residents, holding many
meetings that were broadcast live and
recorded on facebook, including two
town halls to explain that Scotch
Plains is a town in transition. It would
be dishonest and wrong to indicate
otherwise.

Bottom line, if we don’t take the
lead to redevelop the downtown while
meeting the terms of our affordable-
housing settlement, the courts will;
and, I’m sure we will not like the
result.

We have fumbled downtown rede-
velopment for 34 years. Our town-
ship council candidates need to be
prepared to make the hard decisions
to move forward or get out of the way.
And along the way, they need to be
honest with our residents. Candidates
who leave residents with the idea that
if they are elected that somehow that
will change the game is a disservice
to the residents, the town and them-
selves.

I know the Republican candidates
Andrew Bondarowicz, Sonali Dalvi,
and Jeff Kowalczyk are ready to meet
the challenge.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

I Encourage Mountainside Residents
To Watch The Video of the Meeting

Troubling, Lack Professionalism And
Attack Residents For Personal Gain

I’m so glad that class acts and lead-
ers like former councilwoman Kathy
Williams Villaggio support Sean
Benoit, Mike Ince and Sara Todisco.

The recent mailer by the Republi-
can candidates is shameful. I can’t
believe they attacked the wife of a
candidate, especially as she was exer-
cising her constitutional right to free
speech by expressing a personal opin-
ion. I guess that the Garwood Repub-
licans only support free speech when
it agrees with them. That’s tyranny,
not leadership.

Even more atrocious than the above
is the accusation that the Democrats
for Garwood team is left wing. I guess
that when you are as far and extreme

to the right as Sal Piarulli and his
running mates are that anyone who is
in the center of the political spectrum
looks like a socialist.

Garwood needs leaders that are
approachable and bring solutions, not
self-serving politicians that are divi-
sive, do anything to obfuscate the fact
that they have no plan or program for
taking Garwood forward, and, most
troubling, lack professionalism and
attack residents for personal gain.

On November 6, vote against fear
and for the future of Garwood. Vote
Todisco, Benoit, and Ince!

Michael Callahan
Garwood

I was in the audience at the October
16 Mountainside Borough Council
meeting. The two Democrat candi-
dates for the borough council were
also in the audience.

The Democrat candidates em-
ployed a surrogate to advance their
political interests that harm the Bor-
ough of Mountainside and its resi-
dents because they compromise the
borough’s defense of the pending law-
suit. One of the Democrat candidates
is a lawyer who knows full well that
for the mayor and council to respond
to her surrogate’s questions and com-
ments would be to throw our town
and the residents under the bus! If she
has any respect for herself as a law-

yer, she would never represent a cli-
ent who did what her surrogate asked
your mayor and council to do. As to
the other Democrat candidate, after
the council meeting was over I ob-
served her to be smiling with delight
when, in the hall outside the council
meeting room, their surrogate and
their campaign manager’s husband
were verbally abusing a resident who
had spoken during the meeting, prais-
ing the mayor and council.

I would encourage borough resi-
dents to watch the video of the meet-
ing, which is available on the bor-
ough website and YouTube.

Brian LaBau
Mountainside

The Awful Stench of
Hatred

I’ve lived in Westfield for almost
37 years now, and this is the first time
that the awful stench of racial and
religious intolerance and hatred seems
so close and strong in the air. What
happened this week alone, with the
terrorist’s bombs, and today with the
killings in Pittsburgh, can happen in
Westfield anytime, I’m afraid to say;
and I think that most of you will agree
with me. The hatred has been un-
leashed and we must resist it.

Now is a good time to communi-
cate with our local schools and gov-
ernment and religious houses that we
will stand together against hatred and
stand for social justice. This message
should be proclaimed from every
pulpit and administrative office in
our community.

Donnell Carr
Westfield

Buck Stops At 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
In the aftermath of this horrible

week which saw liberals become the
recipients of pipe bombs just because
they are liberal and Jews mowed down
in their house of worship just because
they are Jewish, every American must
look deep into their soul and ask
themselves “How did we become a
society characterized by violence and
a total lack if civility?”

Politics and religion have always
engendered passionate responses
from people assured that their beliefs
are the only true answer, but until the
ascendancy of Trump, we have never
had a national leader who has legiti-
mized and encouraged behaviors such
the abominations we are enduring.

Trump, of course, is blaming the
media, but an impartial analysis of
the facts would certainly lead one to
believe that a measure of blame lays
at the feet of Trump. He called mem-

bers of white nationalist groups “fine
people,” he welcomed the endorse-
ment of Klan leader David Duke dur-
ing the campaign, he has portrayed
the independent media as “the enemy
of the people,” he theorized that sup-
porters of the Second Amendment
would “take care” of Hillary Clinton
and led supporters in the revolting
“Lock her up!” chants, and most re-
cently he anointed a candidate for
office in Montana who physically
assaulted a reporter as “my kind of
guy.” Ignoring his heinous criticisms
of women’s appearance, the intelli-
gence of opponents, war heroes who
were captured, and those with physi-
cal handicaps it is obvious that at the
very least Trump’s words have led to
the carnage we are living with and the
ensuing unraveling of society.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

In Support Of Ohlig
For Westfield Bd of Ed.

I am writing in support of Gretchan
Ohlig in the upcoming school board elec-
tion. I have had the opportunity to serve
with Gretchan on the school board for
several years and I have a deep apprecia-
tion for her abilities as a school board
member. More importantly, I value her
leadership and proven ability to care for
all of the students in the Westfield school
system. Being on the board is not easy
and Gretchan has the ability to consider
all constituencies – students, teachers,
administrators, taxpayers and more –
when making choices that are in the best
interests of all of these groups in a world
of limited resources. Gretchan has proven
herself time and again in difficult circum-
stances. She understands school board
finances, supports a rich curriculum and
extracurricular activities, seeks to maxi-
mize the effective use of our facilities and
to preserve the safety of each of our
schools, and understands the special needs
of our students and continually considers
the health and well-being of the entire
student body.

And she balances all of this around a
core belief that if we can all work together
in a fair and thoughtful manner, we can
collectively do what is right for our stu-
dents while maintaining a school system
that meets the needs of the broader com-
munity and attracts people to buy homes
in Westfield.

Rich Mattessich
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Melliferous – Producing honey
2. Crotalidae – The pit vipers
3. Taniwha – A dragonlike beast in

Maori legend
4. Threap – To insist or quarrel

RIF
1. To dismiss from employment
2. A small brook
3. Active; vigorous
4. To defile

THEBAISM
1. Deception; sleight of hand
2. The habitual use of opium
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
4. Hospitality

THEROID
1. Like an animal or beast
2. Rust-colored
3. Pertaining to the earth
4. Having the shape of a funnel

JACAL
1. A fool or imbecile
2. A hut built of logs and daubed with

mud
3. A nickname
4. A rabbit or hare

It’s Our Constitutional Duty to
Go to Election Polls This Tuesday

Voters will head to the polls this Tuesday, Novem-
ber 6, to decide a mayoral contest in Garwood, town
council races in Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford,
Mountainside and Garwood, and competitive school-
board races in Westfield, Scotch Plains and Garwood.

A public question also appears on the ballot this
year. It asks voters whether the state should issue
$500 million in general-obligation bonds, known as
the Securing Our Children’s Future Bond Act. If
approved, the bonds would fund grants related to
vocational schools, career and technical education
capacity, and school water infrastructure and school
security.

Local elections have pretty much been an after-
thought this year, with the exception of lawn signs,
as all attention has been on the New Jersey United
States Senate race between Democrat Robert
Menendez and Republican Bob Hugin, as well as the
House race where 7th District GOP Congressman
Leonard Lance faces a fierce challenge from Demo-
crat Tom Malinowski. There also is a Union County
Freeholder Board election this year and a special
race for an unexpired Assembly seat in the 22nd
Legislative District due to the passing of long-time
Assemblyman Jerry Green.

We hope voters have not become discouraged by

the negative campaign ads and mailers. We encour-
age voters to read today’s newspaper for summary
articles on the various races in the communities we
cover. A number of stories have appeared the past
few weeks in this newspaper reporting on candi-
dates’ forums, and three are included in this week’s
issue regarding the Westfield Board of Education,
Cranford Township Committee and the 7th Con-
gressional District elections.

Municipal town council or local school-board
seats are the closest elected posts to the people.
Constituents are their neighbors, the parents of kids
who play on the same teams as their children, attend
the same houses of worship or eat at the same
restaurants in town.

It takes a lot of time in one’s busy life to serve the
community, whether it be monthly council or BOE
meetings, subcommittee meetings or attending com-
munity events. Sometimes difficult decisions need
to be made that may not be popular but, in the end,
are necessary for the good of the overall town or
school system.

Please! All registered voters, go to the polls on
Tuesday. It is your duty in a free society to elect our
leaders. We wish all candidates the best of luck.
Thank you for your willingness to serve.

Officials Will Be Tasked to Make
Best Redevelopment Decisions

In local candidate forums that have recently taken
place ahead of the Tuesday, November 6 General
Election, a key topic, not surprisingly, has been
redevelopment within our communities. Municipal
government and school board entities alike are fo-
cused on the scope and specifics of pending redevel-
opment projects, as well as those already underway,
including the potential impact they will have on
infrastructure, school districts and traffic for years to
come.

Currently, major redevelopment initiatives are
proposed for or taking place in Scotch Plains,
Cranford and Garwood, with projects also having
been completed or planned in Westfield. In Scotch
Plains, the township council in September approved
a first-phase redevelopment plan for municipal-
owned properties in the central business district
where the municipal building, firehouse and library
presently have their operations, with residential and
commercial development envisioned for the area.

Garwood will see development of apartment com-
plexes at the former Petro/Casale and Paperboard
sites, while the Cranford Planning Board presently
has before it Hartz Mountain Industries, LLC’s
controversial application to rezone 750 Walnut Av-
enue. Hartz hopes to develop 905 residential units
there that would house an estimated 1,846 people.

Various opinions were expressed during the can-
didate forums regarding local redevelopment
projects, although all reflected participants’ desire
to preserve the vitality of their respective communi-
ties. The six candidates for three open Scotch Plains
Township Council seats, in their debate and via print
and online letters, addressed multiple aspects of the
pending redevelopment. Republicans have recently

argued that the Democrats have not shown sufficient
support for the redevelopment plan, while Demo-
crats have countered that they do favor redevelop-
ment but are concerned about the manner and the
speed at which the transformation will occur.

Local redevelopment also was a key topic during
candidate forums in Garwood for borough council
and the board of education. Four candidates are
running for two council vacancies, while five nomi-
nees are vying for three school board seats. There
also is a mayoral race. During their respective fo-
rums, the candidates discussed the need to prepare
for an eventual influx of 1,000 new residents once
the residential developments are fully rented.

At the Cranford forum for this year’s single town-
ship committee vacancy, Republican Richard
Buontempo said he is against the current proposal
for 750 Walnut Avenue, favoring smaller-scale de-
velopment. Democrat Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr.
said that as mayor and a member of the planning
board, he is obligated to view all applications with an
open mind. However, as a member of the planning
board, he said he legally could not comment on the
Hartz application.

Redevelopment plans in the works today will
serve as the blueprints for the future of our towns for
generations. Those elected next Tuesday, together
with their colleagues, will play vital roles as stew-
ards of that future. We encourage them to utilize
their collective wisdom, empathy and experience to
make the best decisions possible in how redevelop-
ment goals are met. Along the way, we advocate that
they seek and consider input from residents and
business owners. The future of our communities
belongs to all of us.

More Letters, see 5 & 16.
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On NOVEMBER 6th VOTE
Elizabeth Stamler,

Roshan “Roc” White

& Joshua Losardo

For Scotch Plains Council

Roshan “Roc” White a United States Marine corps veteran of the Gulf War.

Roc has been a member of the United Association Plumbers Local Union 24

for the past 25 years. Roc also holds the title of certified instructor of journey

workers and apprentices by Michigan State University and Washtenaw

Community College. Presently a business agent of Local 24. Roc and his

wife Bonnie have been raising their two children in Scotch Plains. They have

been very active participants in SPF recreational and high school sports.

Roc’s oldest child is now in college and the youngest has entered her first

year of high school. Roc stands with the motto: family, God, Country, and the

United States Marine Corps. Roc’s vast life experiences and strong values

have undoubtedly prepared him for public service as councilman. If you have

any questions, please contact Roc by email at: rwhite4sp@gmail.com

Joshua Losardo an attorney for nearly twenty years and a business owner.

Josh has worked for the New York State Senate and Assembly, always

advocating to improve conditions for his neighbors Josh has been an active

member of the community and has coached SPF baseball and soccer leagues.

Josh has also served on the Jewish Community Council’s physical fitness

committee. Josh settled in Scotch Plains a decade ago to raise his children

with his wife, Stacey, in a safe community with good schools and other

growing families. There is no question that Josh’s professional and personal

experiences have prepared him to handle the numerous responsibilities a

town councilman faces from day one, always striving to make our town a

better place to live and work for generations to come. If you have any

questions, please contact Joshua by email at: jlosardo4sp@gmail.com

Elizabeth Stamler a graduate from SPFHS and a lifelong resident, earned

her bachelor of science degree in Criminology from TCNJ. She also holds a

master’s degree in accounting from New Jersey City University and a certificate

in Public Administration from Kean University. Elizabeth has been employed

by the County of Union as an Assistant Superintendent of Weights and

Measures. In addition, Elizabeth is a passionate advocate for organ donation

and is an active board member of the NJ Sharing Network Foundation and

Hearts for Emma. Elizabeth is committed to upholding her family’s long history

of public service in a new capacity as councilwoman. If you have any

questions, please contact Elizabeth by email at: estamler4sp@gmail.com

LEADERSHIP, EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT
Paid for by Scotch Plains Victory 2018. Luisa Bianco, Treasurer, PO Box 252, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Scotch Plains Council Candidates
Discuss How to Redevelop the Town

Democrats Elizabeth Stamler,
Roshan “Roc” White and Josh
Losardo want to prevent overdevel-
opment. They are concerned how the
council may respond to developers
seeking to build six or more stories
down Park Avenue. The Democratic
candidates are also concerned that
the town has not adequately prepared
for an anticipated jump in population
and how that will affect our schools,
emergency service budgets and traf-
fic. They want to ensure that taxpay-
ers are not burdened with the cost to
relocate our police and fire depart-
ments and library as well.

In the age of Amazon, where more
and more people shop online, and at
a time when neighboring towns are
building their own commercial and
residential spaces, the Democratic
candidates are not convinced that
Scotch Plains can create a sustainable
downtown.

What businesses will open here?
Will people shop in those busi-

nesses?
Will people move into new resi-

dential units in train-less Scotch
Plains?

“Across the aisle,” our Republican
friends march in line supporting down-
town redevelopment at all costs. Re-
publicans are supposed to be fiscally
conservative, but in Scotch Plains
they appear willing to risk taxpayer
dollars without thinking through all
the ramifications of rebuilding our
downtown.

For purposes of clarity, please un-
derstand that the Democrats support
downtown redevelopment – we just
wouldn’t rush into anything without
thinking it through.

Elizabeth Stamler, Roshan White,
Josh Losardo

Democratic Candidates for
Scotch Plains Council

They Now Attack My Little Dog, Fala;
And Fala Minds

My wife Joy says, “Violence begets
violence.”

President Trump, “Any guy that can
do a body slam (of a reporter)…he’s my
guy.”

Hillary Clinton, “You cannot be civil
to a political party that wants to destroy
what you stand for, what you care about.”

Former Vice-President Biden, “If we
(Biden and President Trump) were in
high school, I’d take him behind the
gym and beat the hell out of him.”

Former United States Attorney Gen-
eral Holder, “When they go low, we
kick ‘em.”

Senator Booker, “Go to the Hill (Capi-
tol) today and get up in the face of some
Congress people.”

Representative Waters, “If you see
anybody from that Cabinet in a restau-
rant, department store, at a gasoline
station, you get up and you create a
crowd. And you push back on them.”

Senator Harris, “Does one of us have
to come out alive?” answering Ellen
Degeneres’ question, “If you had to be
stuck in an elevator with either Presi-
dent Trump, Mike Pence, or Jeff Ses-
sions, who would it be?”

Robert DeNiro, “I’d like to punch
him (Trump) in the face.”

Madonna, the day after President
Trump’s inauguration, “Yes, I have
thought an awful lot about blowing up
The White House.”

But it wasn’t supposed to be this way
in our democracy!

Democracy ceases to function when
people fear harm for what they believe
or for displaying campaign materials.

These leaders should read George
Washington’s “Rules of Civility and
Decent Behavior in Company and Con-
versation.” Learn what President Lin-

coln in his second inaugural address
declared: “With malice toward none,
with charity for all.” What he declared
in his first inaugural address: “We are
not enemies, but friends. Though pas-
sion may have strained it must not break
our bonds of affection.” Is his hope for
“the better angels of our nature” being
realized by these leaders speaking as
they do?

Churchill was a wordsmith who like
Lincoln did not use words as sledge-
hammers or invoke pugilism. (Churchill
received the Nobel Prize for Literature
in 1953.) On Richard Crossman, M.P.,
“The Hon. Member is never lucky in the
coincidence of his facts with the truth.”
On Emanuel Shinwell, M. P., “I do not
challenge the Hon. Gentlemen when
the truth leaks out of him by accident
from time to time.” On Prime Minister
Clement Atlee, “He has much to be
modest about.” On George Bernard
Shaw in August 1926, “Few people
practice what they preach, and no one
less so than Mr. Bernard Shaw.”

But perhaps the greatest retort came
from FDR when addressing the Interna-
tional Teamsters Union in Washington,
D.C. on September 23,1944, “These
Republicans have not been content with
attacks on me, or my wife, or on my
sons. No, not content with that, they
now include my little dog, Fala. Well, I
don’t resent the attacks, and my family
don’t resent attacks, but Fala does re-
sent them.”

Let our leaders resolve to take the
advice of Proverbs 15:1, “A gentle an-
swer turns away wrath, but a harsh word
stirs up anger.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I Support The Mountainside
Municipal Challenger Candidates

I am a Mountainside resident writing
to voice my support for Mountainside
Council candidates Ileana Montes and
Anjali Mehrotra.

For 17 of my 18 years living in
Mountainside, the council Members
and mayor have run unopposed and
have enjoyed a position in our local
government when they were rarely if
ever challenged or held accountable.
This has led to a culture of “status quo”
and complacency, which does not have
the residents’ best interests in mind.
The expensive and embarrassing law-
suit facing our town is a glaring ex-
ample of this. If the mayor or any
council Member had been willing to
listen to and address complaints brought
to their attention in January 2017 about
systemic problems within the police
department, this entire lawsuit would
likely have been avoided.

I have attended monthly council
meetings since the lawsuit was filed,
and have seen a pattern that needs to
change. Firstly, there appears to be no
opposition by council members to any
resolutions and issues up for vote.

Secondly, the council seems unwill-
ing or unable to publicly answer any
questions related to finances. As an
example, at the council meeting on
October 16, 2018, the council voted
unanimously to increase to the hourly
rate for police “secondary” employ-
ment. When questioned by a resident
less than five minutes after the council
had passed this, neither any council
member nor the mayor was able to tell
the residents what the increase was.
This can only mean one of two things –
either the council members voted
blindly without knowing the figures, or
they did not want to tell the public.

Similarly, when I asked about costs
related to the lawsuit, I was told to call
John Post (borough attorney) the next
day for the figures. It appears that coun-
cil does not want certain financial in-
formation to be readily disclosed to the
public.

Thirdly, the six members of council
rarely if ever engage with the public
during these meetings. The mayor and/
or borough attorney usually chooses to
speak for them.

I am voting for Montes and Mehrotra
to stop this culture of complacency
within council, and to have voices in my
government that will represent the resi-
dents and not necessarily serve the mayor.
Both of these women have proven their
tenacity to get to the bottom of issues
and not settle for the status quo. Just by
reviewing the budgets (which are public
records), they have already been able to
identify questionable wasteful spend-
ing such as health care benefits afforded
to part- time elected officials at the
expense of the taxpayer.

We need leaders who understand that
it is their responsibility as elected offi-
cials to think through decisions facing
the council in order to best serve the
residents who voted them into office.
Furthermore, we need diversity of ideas
and thought within our borough to reach
the best solutions and outcomes for all
of the residents.

I am excited for the possibilities in a
Mountainside where we can finally have
open dialogue about the issues, expect
transparency from our government, and
be served by a council, which repre-
sents our values. I am confident that
Mehrotra and Montes will deliver.

Liz Truman
Mountainside

So I Hope You Will Join Me In Voting
November 6 for The Incumbents

My name is Mitch Slater, and besides
being a Westfield resident for the last 28
years I served proudly for two terms as an
elected board of education member from
2010 through 2016. Today, I want to let
everyone know I strongly support the re-
election of incumbents Gretchen Ohlig,
Robert Garrison and Charles Ostroff for
another three-year term.

During my tenure on the school board
I learned a great deal about our incredible
educational system that serves over 6,600
children thanks to the generosity of our
taxpayers. Most importantly, I got my
own education on what makes a board
like this work effectively, which is the
proper chemistry of hard working, pas-
sionate, dedicated, “check your ego at the
door” volunteers.

I know firsthand how critical it is,
especially in this political climate, that
the board of education remains indepen-
dent of not only partisan politics, but a
slate of nominees that seem to have their
own career advancement and personal
issues as their reason for entering this
race. This is highly unusual and very
suspect and during my time in Westfield
I have not seen this before in a school
board race.

I served with all three of the incum-
bents and know how much they have the
respect and ear of the superintendent and
her full staff in order to do their job
effectively. The more politicized this
board becomes, the less communication
they will get, which could create animos-
ity and negativity. Neither of which exists
on the board today and that is one reason
why Westfield schools remain one of the
best in class in New Jersey. Just ask any
WHS grad, they will tell you how ahead
of the curve they were in college and
beyond (I know firsthand from my two
proud WHS grads) please know I am not
at all saying this or any board is perfect,
far from it. They are just doing the best
they can and giving 110 percent to fulfill
the oaths they have taken.

As for Gretchen, Charles and Robert
and, yes, the stewardship of former board
members over the last decade, and the
best business administrator around Dana
Sullivan (whom I still proudly call my
best hire ever), they have instituted a
culture of fiscal responsibility in recogni-
tion that taxpayers fund almost 93 per-
cent of the $106-million budget. Recently,
this board has been able to undertake a
number of capital projects, big and small,
without asking the taxpayers for addi-
tional money. They have also self-in-
sured health insurance to minimize in-
creases and a rising budget. That does not
get done in a vacuum - this take respon-
sible management of funds. This board
gets an A+ when it comes to fiscal re-
sponsibility and should be kept in place

as long as possible.
I could go on about the terrific instruc-

tional technology program that the New
Jersey Department of Education has called
a “model of education” and the rapid
advancement in safety and security, the
ultimate concern of every parent these
days. But it does not stop there, hand in
hand with safety and security is mental
health and wellness of both students and
staff and this board just completed an
entire year focused on resiliency and now
has social and emotional competencies as
the district goal.

In summary, when it comes to the
Westfield Board of Education, this is a
golden age of dedicated individuals with
no egos, just good people with their head
and their hearts in the right places. I
would not write this letter if I did not
believe these three people 100 percent.

That being said as a good citizen I did
attend the recent Candidates’ Night and
though sad as always to see a low turnout,
I remained impressed with the incum-
bents and their knowledge and passion
with every question posed... (I strongly
suggest if you can watch the TV 36 re-
peats). Although I thank the other three
for putting themselves out there this year,
clearly the incumbents showed why they
need to remain on the board. What both-
ered me to be honest was that a local
citizen who clearly had a recent personal
issue that did not go her away choose this
occasion to act like she was at a Trump
rally and carry a sign defaming a current
board member and heckling her through-
out the evening. The League of Women
Voters needs to do a better job in the
future of not allowing such bullying and
nonsense. This behavior is unacceptable
in Westfield and I was sorry to not see the
challengers speak out against her during
the evening, which clearly showed me
they do not comprehend the most impor-
tant tenant of being a school board mem-
ber, “respect for others.”

So I hope you will join me in voting
November 6 for Gretchen Ohlig (the cur-
rent board president who serves with
great poise and leadership) Charles Ostroff
(chairman of the finance committee) and
Robert Garrison (chairman of the legisla-
tion committee) and keep Westfield
schools on the right path.

Thank you and feel free to reach out to
me with any questions on my Facebook
Page or on Twitter @mpslater. I will also
being doing a Facebook Live interview
soon with the incumbent candidates that
I hope you get a chance to view.

Mitch Slater
Westfield

The Republican Ticket Is
The Better Fit for Garwood

We need a mayor that will listen to
you! For many years in Garwood, Demo-
crats have been over spending taxpayer
money on frivolous projects and do not
care if one is complete before another is
started. They do not seem to care what
you, the residents think.

They’ve sold us out with overdevel-
opment; too many housing units planned
for our little borough of one-square mile
to absorb. This started through our plan-
ning board who are partly to blame and
so are the Democrats but long-time resi-
dent and Republican council member
Ileen Cuccaro voted “No” and this is the
answer I would expect from a council-
woman who loves her town of Garwood.

We will have much more traffic (we’re
already congested, have you tried get-
ting from one side of town to the other?
(I bet you had to pack a meal to do so!).
There will be stress on our school sys-
tem (We only have one school in town).

We may have to take back Washington
School, (which is leased to the YMCA
of Westfield) which of course will need
renovations that will cost you more
money. More police, fire, and rescue
will also be necessary.

I bet you didn’t realize Ileen Cuccaro
was voted #1 realtor in Garwood – why?
Ileen really knows this town and will go
above and beyond serving you – her
client. She beams with pride having
lived here many years, raised her family
here and wants everyone else to love
Garwood like she does.

On November 6, please vote the red
ticket for Republicans Ileen Cuccaro
for mayor, Stephanie Bianco and Sal
Piarulli for council. Let’s take Garwood
back; run it like a business - all while
keeping your concerns relevant. What
say you?

Kathleen Patterson
Garwoodgoleader.com/form/subscribe

Information, It is all there
at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)
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Multimodal Storyteller
To Visit Cranford Ctr.
CRANFORD — Multimodal sto-

ryteller, artist, writer and educator
Linda Howe will bring her many tal-
ents to the Cranford Community Cen-
ter on Tuesday, November 27, at 7
p.m. A member of the New Jersey
Storytelling Network, Ms. Howe
blends the oral tradition with visual
art and poetry, captivating audiences
with tales and myths from around the
world while designing creative illus-
trations. Her performances encour-
age and invite viewers to find com-
mon ground through humor, compas-
sion, intuition and imagination.

The New Jersey Storytelling Net-
work was founded in 2002 to encour-
age and promote storytelling in New
Jersey and elsewhere. In addition to
more than 90 storytelling perfor-
mances, Ms. Howe has been a certi-
fied kindergarten-to-grade 12 art
teacher and served on the faculty of
the Yard School of Art at the Montclair
Art Museum.

This free event is sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary. No registration is required. The
Cranford Community Center is lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue and is
accessible to all.

Library Events to Feature
Amer. West Music, Yoga

Marc Berger Lorraine Harwelik

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present the
American West Music of Marc Berger
on Monday, November 5, at 7 p.m.,
and Chair Yoga with Lorraine
Harwelik on Thursday, November 8,
at 10:30 a.m. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Mr. Berger’s life has been about
pursuing his twin passions: creating
and recording his American roots
songs and exploring remote areas of
the deserts and mountain West. After
signing his first publishing contract
while in law school, he fronted rock
bands and performed regularly in New
York City clubs like CBGB, Wet-
lands and The Knitting Factory.

His travels out West inspired him
to create a set of songs in the cultural
tradition of writers like A.B. Guthrie
and visual artists like John Ford and
Frederick Remington. Mr. Berger has
performed at Austin’s South by South-
west Music Festival and the Kerryville
and Falcon Ridge Folk Festivals, and
has opened for Bob Dylan and other
national acts. His song “The Last
One” was a staple for Richie Havens’
concerts.

Ms. Harwelik, a registered yoga
teacher, licensed New Jersey educa-
tor and dual-certified clinical herbal-
ist, will teach chair yoga.

“You can have pain-free joints!”
said Ms. Harwelik. “Start to work
toward efficient and graceful move-
ment, right from your own chair.”

She will guide participants safely
and effectively through a series of
yoga movements that have been spe-
cifically designed to lengthen and
strengthen muscles, allowing joints a
freer and wider range of motion.

Whole Health™ Chair Yoga is de-
signed for all yoga levels and teaches
fundamental concepts of human body
movements.

Attendees must sign up for these
events as music programs at the li-
brary are always filled to capacity, and

Chair Yoga has a limit of 30 partici-
pants. These programs are free and
open to Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 44 libraries
that are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are asked to check the
Westfield Memorial Library’s website,
wmlnj.org, to see if their library is a
MURAL participant.

To register for the American West
Music and Chair Yoga programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

Holocaust Survivor to Speak
At Kristallnacht Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel will commemorate the 80th
anniversary of Kristallnacht on Friday
evening, November 16, at 7:30 p.m.
This night of remembrance will fea-
ture a presentation by Miriam
Gershwin, who will share her personal
experiences as a Holocaust survivor
and answer questions from attendees.
The program, which will take place
during Congregation Beth Israel’s Fri-
day night Shabbat services, is free and
open to the community and is suitable
for children. An Oneg Shabbat dessert
reception will follow.

Kristallnacht, which translates as
“crystal night” in German, also is
called the “Night of Broken Glass.”
Kristallnacht refers to the violent at-
tacks that the Nazis waged against
Jews on November 9 and 10, 1938
throughout Germany, Austria and
parts of occupied Czechoslovakia.
The name Kristallnacht comes from
the broken glass that littered the streets
after Jewish homes, schools, syna-
gogues and stores were damaged and
destroyed. With Jews beaten, killed
and sent to concentration camps,
Kristallnacht is often seen as the be-
ginning of the Holocaust.

For guest speaker Miriam
Gershwin, Kristallnacht changed her
life forever; she had to leave school
and additional restrictions were im-

posed on her and her family. Ms.
Gershwin was born in Memel. She
was only a teenager when her family
was forced to move to the Kovno
Ghetto. From there, she was taken to
the Stutthof Concentration Camp, a
Nazi concentration camp in Poland.
She was fortunate to survive and even-
tually emigrate to the United States.
Ms. Gershwin ultimately raised her
family in Springfield, N.J.

The memorial program is sponsored
by the synagogue’s Second/Third Gen-
eration Holocaust Survivors Group.
This support group, which was cre-
ated at Congregation Beth Israel, also
includes participants from area syna-
gogues. The group plans events, such
as the Kristallnacht Remembrance, to
educate the public about the Holo-
caust and to honor and remember those
who suffered and perished.

“We realized that many of us in the
area grew up with parents or grand-
parents who survived the Holocaust,
so we decided to form a community
to learn even more about this dark
time in our history,” said Faye
Bodenstein, daughter of Miriam
Gershwin and co-founder of the Sec-
ond/Third Generation Holocaust Sur-
vivors Group. “We feel it is important
to share the stories of our families to
keep memories alive, and it is our
responsibility to educate future gen-
erations about the Holocaust.”

For additional information about the
program, contact Faye Bodenstein at
frgbnj@aol.com, Claire Bornstein at
clairebn@comcast.net or Rita Geller
at rmgeller@comcast.net, or call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue.

Alzheimer’s Forum Is
Open to Caregivers

CRANFORD — Alzheimer’s New
Jersey will host a caregiver workshop
with Union County and Union County
College entitled “Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease: Approaches to Care” this Satur-
day, November 3, from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. It will be held at Union
County College’s Cranford campus,
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

This free seminar is produced for
Union County residents but family
caregivers of Essex and Middlesex
Counties are welcome to attend. The
conference will:

Provide a medical overview of the
disease as well as care and treatment
options, including strategies for re-
sponding to changing needs and be-
haviors.

Offer tools for caregiver self-care
focused on support in coping with
grief.

Describe community services for
caregivers and how to access them.

Interested caregivers can register at
alznj.org/event/union-county-
caregiver-conference-alzheimers-dis-
ease-approaches-to-care-11-03-2018/.

PLANTING LOVE AND CHEER...Peggy’s House, the Center for Hope Hospice’s
residence in Scotch Plains, welcomed 10 volunteers from St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church, also in Scotch Plains, to spend time with patients on September 23.
They brought miniature plants and decorated the pots while socializing with
patients, some of whom also enjoyed participating in the craft activity. The
volunteers then delivered the plants to each room, providing a bit of greenery and
cheer to all. For information about Center for Hope volunteer opportunities, contact
Stacy Kaplan, volunteer coordinator, at skaplan@cfhh.org or call (908) 288-9111.

Westfield Sr. Adv. Council
Releases Survey For Seniors
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Senior Advisory Council has just re-
leased a new survey to help under-
stand the needs of senior citizens and
caregivers in the community. The
purpose of the survey is to help the
town attract and retain seniors.

Seniors and caregivers can take an
online version of the survey or print
out a PDF version at https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/lifelongsurvey.

“Seniors are a valuable part of our
community and this survey will help
us enhance our offerings in the future,”
said Brad Chananie, co-chairman of
the Senior Advisory Council, a new
initiative of Mayor Shelley Brindle
and the Westfield Town Council. Co-
chairman Phil Michel added, “Through
this survey, we hope to learn how we
can improve the quality of life for
seniors and their caregivers so they
want to stay in Westfield forever.”

Paper copies of the survey also
are being distributed to community
organizations that offer programs
for seniors including Jewish Family
Services of Union County, the
Westfield United Fund, the
Westfield Neighborhood Council
and at the Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing complex. The deadline to
complete the survey is Monday,
November 19.

“This survey is a critical first step to
helping the town understand this im-
portant group of residents,” said David
Contract, Ward 3 councilman and liai-
son to the Senior Advisory Council.

“And by listening first, we can devise
the right programs in conjunction with
the town’s many community organiza-
tions already serving seniors to help
make Westfield the most attractive
place for seniors to live.”

The survey covers a variety of top-
ics related to seniors, including the
services they currently use, programs
they would like to see offered, their
satisfaction with different aspects of
living in Westfield as well as demo-
graphic questions so a greater under-
standing can be gained of the makeup
of Westfield’s senior citizens. The
survey is anonymous and only takes
five to 10 minutes to fill out.

Interfaith Program
Set For Nov. 14

WESTFIELD — An interfaith pro-
gram entitled “How Do You Find
God?” will take place on Wednesday,
November 14, from 7 to 9 p.m. It will
be held in Mercy Hall on the campus
of Mount Saint Mary Academy, lo-
cated at 1645 Route 22, Watchung.

The Reverend Anthony Randazzo,
pastor of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, will
be the facilitator. Representatives of
various faith traditions will serve as
panelists. A donation of $20 to $30 is
requested. The Sisters of Mercy of
the Americas of Mount Saint Mary
House of Prayer is sponsoring this
event. To register, go to msmhope.org
or call (908) 753-2091.

Observances Are Set
For Veterans Day

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
— American Legion Post 209 and
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10122
will conduct ceremonies on Sunday,
November 11, in observance of Vet-
erans Day.

The services will begin at 11 a.m.
with the laying of wreaths at the Veter-
ans Monument at Park Avenue and
Front Street in Scotch Plains. At noon,
there will be a presentation of wreaths
at the Fanwood Memorial Library at 5
Forest Road.

Members of the community are in-
vited to attend these programs to rec-
ognize the contributions and sacri-
fices made by all former members of
the United States armed forces.

Genealogical Soc. Plans
Author Visit November 8

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields in-
vites the community to join author
and genealogist Robert Mayers at
its meeting on Thursday, November
8. Mr. Mayers will discuss how he
took his family history and wrote a
book about his patriotic ancestor
John Allison. The meeting will be
held at 1 p.m. at the Westfield Me-
morial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Mr. Mayers portrayed his family’s
history in his book “Allison-Mayers
Family History: Portrait of an Ameri-
can Family.” This published narrative
goes back 600 years and 19 genera-
tions. The work spans medieval En-
gland, the Puritan migration, the Revo-
lutionary War and the Industrial Revo-
lution. The book is used as a template
for others seeking to tell the story of
their roots and has been selling suc-
cessfully worldwide for more than 10
years. For more information, visit
revolutionarydetective.com.

Mr. Mayers will give an overview of
the key steps to writing, publishing
and selling one’s family history in print
by sharing his personal experiences.
Among the issues he will address are:

Family tree versus family story —
avoiding chronological boredom;
blending backdrop of local and world
events with family stories-site visits;
research — somebody in the past may
have already done a lot of work; for-
ward-preface — start with the story of
one’s search; tracing more than one
line in the same book; finding a style,
formatting the book and using images;
indexing; register number formatting;
traditional and self publishing-unpub-
lished manuscripts; budgeting and mar-
keting one’s work.

Mr. Mayers’ other books include
“The War Man,” a biography of his
direct ancestor Corporal John Allison,
who fought all eight years of the Revo-
lutionary War; “The Forgotten Revo-
lution,” depicting battlefields, en-
campments and sites of many critical
events of the American Revolution,
and “Searching for Yankee Doodle,”
a study of the common soldiers of the
Continental Army and linking ances-
try to them. His latest book, released
earlier this year, is “Revolutionary
New Jersey-Forgotten Towns and
Crossroads of the American Revolu-
tion.” All of his works are available
online or in bookstores.

Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals November Events

CRANFORD — The Wednes-
day Morning Club has announced
its schedule of activities for the
month of November.

Co-Presidents Sue Driscoll and
Marie Mastorakis will welcome guest
speaker John Prescott to the club’s
business meeting on Wednesday, No-
vember 7. Mr. Prescott, the History
Program coordinator of the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, will speak about “No-
table Women from Union County —
Past and Present.” The meeting will
begin at 10 a.m. at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue. All are welcome.

The club’s Public Affairs Depart-
ment will meet at the home of Gail
Opacity on Tuesday, November 13,
at 1 p.m. All members are asked to
bring news articles that they wish to
share and discuss. Those planning to
attend are asked to call Ms. Opacity.

The Arts and Crafts Department
will offer a jewelry-making class
led by Sandy Held on Thursday,
November 15. Attendees will be
given step-by-step instructions on
how to design and make earrings

for pierced and non-pierced ears
using semi-precious stones. The
class size is limited so those inter-
ested are asked to call Ms. Held to
reserve a place. The cost for mate-
rials is between $6 and $7. The
group will meet at the Cranford
Community Center at 10 a.m.

On Monday, November 26, at 1
p.m., the Literature Department will
meet at the home of Maureen Mairo.
Barbara Jackson will lead a discus-
sion of the book “Hidden Figures,
The American Dream and the Untold
Story of the Black Women Mathema-
ticians Who Helped Win The Space
Race” by Margot Lee Shetterly. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call Ms.
Mairo.

The club is collecting non-per-
ishable food items at its meetings.
These items will be donated to the
food bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carol Moran
at (908) 233-5635 or by e-mail at
caromm@comcast.net or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by e-
mail at sandij301@gmail.com.

Meg Wastie

Hist. Soc. to Present
Fall Crafts For Kids
WESTFIELD — While the chil-

dren are off from school on Friday,
November 9, families are invited to
come to the Reeve History and Cul-
tural Resource Center, located at 314
Mountain Avenue, Westfield, between
1 and 3 p.m. to make Fall crafts. The
craft program is designed for chil-
dren age 5 and up. Adults can take a
tour of the Reeve House while their
children are crafting.

Children will learn the art of wool-
felting to make wool acorns for Fall
decorations, and they will make pine
cone turkeys to decorate their family’s
Thanksgiving table.

Meg Wastie, program consultant for
the Historical Society, and other edu-
cators will demonstrate these two his-
toric craft methods using natural mate-
rials. Attendees will make and bring
home their hand-made Fall crafts.
Space is limited, so reservations are
required and the cost is $5 per child,
payable on November 9. For reserva-
tions, call (908) 654-1794 or e-mail
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

The Westfield Historical Society is
celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization has worked to pre-
serve, interpret and encourage inter-
est in history, Westfield and its resi-
dents through educational efforts and
community outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the organization on Facebook.

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Carol Tener to Be Speaker
For Final 2018 Hale Event

Carol Tener

WESTFIELD — Veteran realtor
Carol Tener will discuss “Architec-
tural Gems in
Westfield” at the final
presentation of the 2018
edition of the Hale
Speaker Series.

Ms. Tener’s hour-
long talk is scheduled
for Wednesday, Novem-
ber 7, at 7 p.m., at the
Westfield Memorial Li-
brary. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad
Street.

Ms. Tener grew up in
Annapolis, Md., where
she loved “seeing old
homes and the state Capitol.” That
interest has grown since she moved to
Westfield in 1966. She spent years as
a volunteer docent at the Miller-Cory
House Museum, and serves as a board
member of the Westfield Historical
Society. Her 36-year career in the real

estate business has added to her
knowledge of the houses and archi-

tecture of the town.
The Hale Series is free

and open to the public.
Those planning to attend
Ms. Tener’s presentation
are requested to pre-reg-
ister online at wmlnj.org
or by calling the library
at (908) 789-4090.

The Hale Series, now
in its 11th year, was
founded by Lee Hale in
memory of his wife, Anne,
a longtime library patron.
After Mr. Hale’s death in
2013, the series contin-

ued as a tribute to the couple with
funding from the Anne and Lee Hale
Fund and The Thomas Glasser Foun-
dation. Four speakers, with ties to
Westfield, are invited to speak each
year. The talks are hosted by the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library.

The Hales’ daughter, Barbara, serves
as a member of the Hale Series com-
mittee, along with Linnea Rhodes,
Sherry Cronin, Ellen Albertson, Mary
Orlando and Tina Lesher.

RAKE AND HOE HOLIDAYS...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield Juniors display some of the ornaments they created for the club’s
upcoming holiday house tour. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Sophia
Poeschl, Arline Bound, Riley Dupuis and Malissa Morabito, and front row,
Arabella Morabito, Lila Spadaro, Emilia Rud and Alissa Stumpf.

AARP Chapter Slates
Meeting Next Week

WESTFIELD — The AARP
Westfield Area Chapter 4137 will hold
its next meeting on Monday, Novem-
ber 5, at 1 p.m. It will take place at
Shady Rest at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Bridget Quinn, an AARP program
specialist, will discuss in a broad sense
what the AARP is all about. She will
outline the many programs AARP has
to offer its members, and touch on
legislation it is endorsing, as well as
highlighting the benefits of being a
member. Chapter members are wel-
come to bring guests.

Chris Weiss will give an update on
the chapter’s holiday luncheon to be
held on Monday, December 3. After a
business meeting, refreshments and
fellowship will conclude the after-
noon. Anyone with questions is in-
vited to call Ilsa at (908) 322-1788.

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones will meet
on Monday, November 5, in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church, located on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. These are information
and sharing sessions. For more in-
formation, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 233-8757.

Rake and Hoe Juniors Make
Decorations For House Tour
WESTFIELD — Junior members

of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield met recently and made
cookie cutter applesauce-cinnamon or-
naments and decorated dog biscuits.
These ornaments will be used to deco-
rate a Christmas tree in one of the
houses on the club’s “Deck The Halls”
holiday house tour and boutique.

The tour will take place on Satur-
day, December 1, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., and will include four homes
decorated for the season and a bou-
tique that showcases many items
crafted from natural materials and
adorned in holiday style.

Proceeds from the tour support the
club’s operations and its numerous
service projects for veterans, Mobile
Meals and the Jardine Academy in
Cranford, operated by the Cerebral

Palsy League, and the maintenance
of several community sites around
Westfield. The club also makes dona-
tions to local schools, libraries, arbo-
retums and land trusts.

Tickets are $35 in advance and $40
at the door the day of the show. Tickets
will be available at Baron’s Drug Store,
243 East Broad Street, Westfield, and
Williams Nursery, 524 Springfield
Avenue, Westfield. They also may be
ordered by mail by sending a check
made payable to: Rake and Hoe Gar-
den Club and mailed with a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope to Carolynn
Pulliam, 648 Arlington Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090-2104. Informa-
tion about the club and “Deck The
Halls” can be found on the club’s
website, rakeandhoe.org, or on its
Facebook page.

Cranes Welcome Son,
Emmett Michael

Kristin Gruman Crane and Michael
Crane proudly announce the birth of
their son, Emmett Michael, on Thurs-
day, October 18, 2018, at Overlook
Medical Center in Summit, N.J.

The baby weighed 7 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 20¼ inches in
length at birth.

Emmett joins two brothers, Will,
age 3 years, and Sam, age 1½ years.

Kristin is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jeffrey C. Gruman of Westfield,
N.J., and was herself a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield and graduate of
Westfield High School. She and her
husband currently reside in
Somerville, N.J.

Michael is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert A. Crane of Bridgewater, N.J.

Stuffing to Be Topic
Regarding Allergies

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites the
community to learn how to make
allergy-friendly stuffing that can be
enjoyed by anyone who needs to
avoid wheat, dairy and eggs. This
program will take place on Thurs-
day, November 8, at 7 p.m. Samples
will be provided.

Award-winning baker Jennifer
Bridgeman will help participants
create an inclusive Thanksgiving
meal, and offer advice on navigat-
ing the holiday — whether they will
be a guest with special dietary needs
or a host who needs to accommo-
date them. Registration is required.

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

F-SP Thrift Shop Announces
Annual Toy and Doll Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, will
kick off the holiday season with its
Annual Toy and Doll Sale. The sale
will be held Tuesday, November 6,
through Saturday, November 10.

There will be a wide variety of
favorite games and toys by Mattel,
Playskool, Disney and other major
manufacturers. Legos are often avail-
able. A large assortment of trucks and
cars are always featured. Dolls in-
clude Barbie and Barbie-type dolls,
fashion dolls, character dolls and baby
dolls. Stuffed animals, puzzles and
books will be in stock as well. Toys
and dolls are new or gently-used.

Items cannot be held and are cash
only. Thrift shop hours are Tuesday
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. New

and gently-used saleable donations are
always welcome during business hours.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
the local communities since 1974.
Since its founding, the League has
donated more than $1.3 million for
local causes. Anyone interested in
learning more about the League or
membership is invited to call (908)
322-5420, visit the League’s website,
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com,
or speak to any of the volunteers at
the thrift shop. Interested persons
also are invited to check out the
organization’s Facebook page,
“Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League,” and give the League a
“Like.” Parking for the thrift shop is
available on the street and in the rear
of the building. Visitors may enter
the parking lot via Willow Avenue.

Garwood Library Highlights
Programs For November

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced up-
coming programs for November. The
library will be closed on Monday,
November 12, for Veterans Day and
Thursday and Friday, November 22
and 23, for Thanksgiving, closing
early at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 21.

The library will serve as a polling
location for the General Election on
Tuesday, November 6. It will be open
but all programs are cancelled (except
Explore It) and seating will be limited.

Lego will take place today, Thurs-
day, November 1, at 3 p.m., for chil-
dren ages 4 through 12. Some Lego
creations will be displayed in the
library showcase. Registration is re-
quired and there is a limit of 15
participants.

Additionally, the Thursday Night
Book Club will meet this evening at
7 p.m. No registration is required.
Participants will discuss “The Lost
Letter” by Jillian Cantor.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is required. Needles and
yarn are provided to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess is offered on Mon-
days at 3 p.m. No registration is
required, but participation is limited

to 12. This non-instructional pro-
gram features an informal chess game
for children of all ages. Six boards
are provided.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days at 3 p.m. in the Lincoln School
Art Room, offering after-school
STEM fun for children in third grade
and older. Registration is required
and there is a limit of 16.

Toddler Story Time, for newborns
through age 4, is available on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m. No registration is
required. The Pipsqueak Players will
visit Storytime on November 28.

Nasa Academy is held on Wednes-
days at 3 p.m. through November
14, featuring STEM fun for future
space explorers in second grade and
older. Registration is required and
there is a limit of 15.

The next meeting of the Library
Board of Trustees, open to the pub-
lic, will take place on Wednesday,
November 7, at 8 p.m.

Additional programs will be an-
nounced for later in the month. For
more information and to register for
programs, call (908) 789-1670. The
Garwood Public Library is located
at 411 Third Avenue. Further infor-
mation also can be found at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Mountainside Library Slates
November Activities

MOUNTAINSIDE — A variety of
programs are scheduled this month at
the Mountainside Public Library. The
library will be closed on Monday,
November 12, in observance of Vet-
erans Day and on Thursday and Fri-
day, November 22 and 23, in obser-
vance of Thanksgiving.

“Pipsqueak Players — Reading
Reimagined” will be offered on Tues-
days, November 6, 13, 20 and 27, at
3:45 p.m. Mountainside-based
Pipsqueak Players is a reading en-
richment program that nurtures en-
joyment and comprehension in a
workshop-style setting. This four-
week session will explore a different
picture book each week, culminating
in a showcase at the end of each class.
Classes are designed for children ages
5 to 7. Pre-registration is required.

“Learn Listen Play Company Pre-
sents a Parent and Child Workshop”
will be held on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 7, at 3 p.m., for ages 3 and above.
Participants will celebrate Fall by
singing seasonal music and move-
ment songs and learning how to make
instruments from pine cones and
gourds. Learn Listen Play works with
early education programs, schools and
libraries to provide onsite music edu-
cation services. Space is limited; those
interested are asked to call the library
to register.

“Guided Meditation for Inner
Peace” will be held next Thursday,
November 8, at 7 p.m. Sally
Younghans will be at the library for
her monthly yoga series. Each month
participants explore and experience
evidence-based meditation tech-
niques for inner peace, overall well-
being and stress reduction.

The Friday Operas on Film series,
presented by Mena Clemson, will fea-
ture La Traviata by Giuseppe Verdi
on November 9 at 1 p.m. Recorded in
Rome in 1968, it stars Anna Moffo as
Violetta with Franco Bonisolli play-
ing Alfredo. The Orchestra and Cho-
rus of the Rome Opera House is con-
ducted by Giuseppe Patane.

“Come Read to Kalee (Therapy
Dog) will be held on Friday, Novem-
ber 9, at 3:45 p.m. This program is
especially designed for emergent and
beginning readers in kindergarten and
grade 1, but all readers are welcome.
Participants are invited to read to Kalee
for five to 10 minutes. They should
bring two favorite books with them to
read when they come. To reserve a
spot for this program, call the library.

Additional programs will be an-
nounced for later in the month. To
register for library programs, stop into
the library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Church Thrift Shop
Open Wednesdays

FANWOOD — The thrift shop
at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church is open Wednesdays with
the usual hours of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The thrift shop, which is run by
volunteers, is located at the rear of
the church complex on McDermott
Place.

Holiday items are now being fea-
tured at the shop, as well as freshly
stocked clothing and “bric-a-brac.”
Customers also will find a variety
of books and needlework.

All proceeds from the sale of the
gently-used clothing and household
items at the thrift shop are returned
to the community through non-
profit groups.

Donations will be welcome on
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. until 1
p.m. For further information and
directions, call the church office at
(908) 889-8891, e-mail
fanwoodpres@gmail.com or check
the website at fanwoodpc.org.

SHIP Reps to Answer
Medicare Questions

SCOTCH PLAINS — Medicare
Open Enrollment for 2019 ends on
Friday, December 7. Anyone with
specific Medicare questions will have
an opportunity to speak to a SHIP
representative one-on-one on Tues-
day, November 13, between 10 a.m.
and noon, at the Scotch Plains Public
Library. At the same time, the town-
ship nurse will be available for blood
pressure checks. For more informa-
tion, call the Reference Desk at (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204.

SHIP (State Health Insurance As-
sistance Providers) counselors pro-
vide free and objective information
about health insurance and receive
ongoing training from the Division
on Aging Services, New Jersey De-
partment of Human Services.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Moving Meditation Classes
To Resume at FCC Nov. 5

WESTFIELD — Moving Medita-
tion classes will continue this fall on
Monday evenings, from November 5
to 26, from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m., at the First
Congregational Church. The church is
located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

A suggested donation of $15 to $20
will benefit Roots & Wings, a non-
profit organization that provides safe
housing, educational support and prac-
tical life skills to young adults who have
aged out of the foster care system.

Moving Meditation is a simple,
graceful movement based on ancient
Asian Qigong wellness systems. Ben-

efits include stress reduction, flexibil-
ity and enhanced wellness. The prac-
tice is performed standing up and ordi-
nary street clothing is appropriate.

The classes are led by Laura
Berzofsky, a certified Integral Tai Chi
and Qigong instructor with the Inter-
national Integral Qigong and Tai Chi
Institute at Santa Barbara College of
Oriental Medicine and a member of
the National Qigong Association.

For additional information or to reg-
ister, contact the church office at (908)
233-2494 or uccfcc@verizon.net.
Drop-in students also are welcome.

1601486

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL

I’m here to help life go right™, 
by saving you time and money 
when you combine your home 
and auto insurance.
CALL ME TODAY.

See why 
millions trust  
us for Home 
& Auto.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

christine@christinecosenza.net

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•
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– Obituaries –
David Earl Goodling, 66,

Loving Husband and Father
David Earl Goodling, age 66, passed

away on Wednesday, October 10, 2018,
at his home in Warren. He was born in
Elizabeth and raised in Mountainside,
resided in Westfield for 25 years and in
Warren for the past 25 years.

Prior to his retirement, he was the
founder of Newark Mat & Rubber
Company, owner of Matco Interna-
tional and the co-owner of Amarco
Products in Warren.

David was an avid deep sea fisher-
man. He also enjoyed boating, hunt-
ing and nature. He was a coach for his
children’s baseball teams. Most of
all, he loved being a husband, dad and
a granddad.

Surviving are his wife, Kathleen

Flood Goodling; his children, Nicole
Goodling-Turczak and her husband,
Arian, Brenden Goodling and Hunter
Goodling; his grandchildren, Ema
Riley Goodling, Bronsten Goodling,
Ariana Turczak and Kingston
Turczak, and his siblings, Linda
Christensen, James Goodling and
Carol Goodling.

A visitation was held on Monday,
October 15, 2018, at the Higgins Home
for Funerals, 752 Mountain Boule-
vard, Watchung. Funeral services were
held on Tuesday, October 16, followed
by a Funeral Mass at St. Mary’s Stony
Hill Church. Interment was at St.
Mary’s Stony Hill Cemetery.

November 1, 2018

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

The fastest way to sell your Car, Truck, or SUV!
We buy cars! Instant CA$H today!

Car Concierge Service - we come to you to appraise
your vehicle and make you an instant offer.

Call, text or email to make an appointment:

908-385-2384
email: tony@carstopinc.com

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Caring For Self and Others:
The Time For Love Is Now

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

In the world of so much chaos —
hurricanes, floods, political storms,
protests and a variety of changes
and losses — we need a safety net.

What’s your safety net? The
world will not stop changing be-
cause we aren’t prepared. We need
to look at ways to promote self-
care, nurturing ourselves when
things aren’t going well but espe-
cially when things are good.

It’s an interesting reaction to so
many negative situations to say,
“our prayers and thoughts are
with...the victims of...” Isn’t this
something we would benefit from
all the time, before, during and
after life’s tragedies?

“Foxhole” prayers and guilt-
driven thoughts are after an event
occurs. Perhaps the fruits of feel-
ing peace, joy and emotional
wellness is caring all along. Pray,
think, chant, dance, whatever
pleases you and makes you happy

now. Do not wait for a disaster to
trigger kindness to yourself or oth-
ers. Being mindful, aware and
present now is a great prelude to
difficult times. If when the flood
comes, the tornado hits or the stock
market crashes you are already at
your breaking point, you will snap
like the brittle branch of a tree
under the weight of ice and snow.

However, if you are self-nurtur-
ing, loving and caring and think
about others and their feelings as
you do “the next right thing,” you’ll
bend, not break; you’ll flow around
the rocks and obstacles with calm,
grace and dignity. Live every day
treating yourself and others well.
Don’t wait for the tragedy to moti-
vate your love and kindness.

Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-
pist with Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908) 233-
2042. Website: yfcsnj.org.

BICYCLES BENEFIT NEEDY...Members of the Rotary Club of Westfield are
pictured at the club’s recent collection of donated bicycles and sewing machines
that will help people in Third World countries become self-sufficient.

Westfield Rotary Conducts
Successful Bike Collection

New Program For Teens To
Address Domestic Violence

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will start a new
monthly program for teens called
“Talk it Out.” This program will bring
in Carolyn Canavan, who has worked
19 years serving on the Piscataway
Domestic Violence Crisis Interven-
tion Team and as a board member for
the Lillian and Lillian Foundation.

Ms. Canavan has trained more than
120 new Domestic Violence Crisis
Intervention Team members, which
follows the New Jersey State ap-
proved curriculum. She has provided
workshops to area high schools,
middle schools and for various other
community-based events that seek
to provide awareness of domestic
violence. Her true passion is to work
with teens to break the cycle of abuse
before it takes hold and eradicate
domestic violence forever.

The first session of this event will be
held on Thursday, November 15, from
5 to 6 p.m., in the Raddin Room of the
Cranford Public Library. The second
session is set for Tuesday, December
18, from 6 to 7 p.m., in the Cranford
Community Center. Registration is re-
quired for both sessions.

The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue; the
Cranford Community Center is lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue. To see
other upcoming programs at the
Cranford Public Library, go to
cranfordlibrary.org and click on Cal-
endar or Upcoming Events.

WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
of Westfield collected bicycles Octo-
ber 13 to donate to Third World na-
tions. Chairman Warren Rorden
started the project with the Rotary
Club in 1998 and stated that the club
has since collected 2,300 bikes.
Eleven Rotarians participated in the
October collection at the Board of
Education Building on Elm Street in
Westfield. Fifty bikes were collected,
including both children’s and adults,
as well as nine sewing machines and
donations of $850. The cash dona-
tions help with the shipping costs.
These bikes are going to Honduras.

Every year, Americans purchase
50 million bicycles and throw 20 mil-
lion into landfills. Recycled bicycles
benefit the needy in Third World na-
tions in several ways. Cultures which
use bikes for transportation are much

more productive than cultures where
the people must walk everywhere.
The bikes are sold for a small amount
to help cover shipping costs. Bicycle
shops need to be created to maintain
the bikes, so the program creates jobs.
Bikes do not create air pollution; they
are green. Americans get a tax deduc-
tion for the bike and the donation, and
they get to clean out their garage.

The Rotary Club of Westfield has
been performing service projects in
town for 98 years. In June the club
planted 25 trees on Dudley Court.
The club also awards more than
$100,000 per year in scholarships,
and another $20,000 in Community
Grants. The Rotary Club meets the
first three Tuesdays of the month for
lunch, at 12:15 p.m., on the second
floor of the Westfield Area Y. Guests
are always welcome.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE

THAT PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION NO. 2018-341 ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD ON OCTOBER 23, 2018.  THE
UNDERSIGNED WILL EXPOSE FOR SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 17, 2018, IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 30:10-A-L, AT THE TIME AND
LOCATION SPECIFIED BELOW, THE FOLLOWING BICYCLES, WHICH CAME INTO
THE POSSESSION OF THE CRANFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT THROUGH ABAN-
DONMENT OR FAILURE OF OWNERS TO CLAIM SAME.

ALL BICYCLES ON THE FOLLOWING LIST ARE OFFERED IN STRICTLY “AS IS”
CONDITION, WITH NO REPRESENTATION AS TO CONDITION OR FITNESS FOR
ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

PURCHASE MUST BE MADE BY CASH OR CERTIFIED CHECK. A 10% DEPOSIT
MUST BE GIVEN AT TIME OF AUCTION. BALANCE MUST BE PAID BY 4:00 PM THE
SAME DAY.

THE PUBLIC AUCTION SHALL BE HELD IN PURSUANCE OF, AND IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY PERTAINING THERETO.

MAKE MODEL SERIAL #
Huffy Shimano AL13L121832
Diamond Back Viper EY15604035
BMX Razor GS080138003
Rand Journey LX90915399
Kent Chaos G1606080142
Trek 800 Sport BT0408
Next Power Climber DTCAJ018370
Fugitive Magna 98TD513822
Avigo Ripline D5035324
Giant Boulder 51AN917
Huffy Leading Edge 466059062512H7645
Kent Ridge Runner GY060800378
Schwinn Frontier P7BE04566
Huffy Cranbrook 5637417714Y
Genesis GS29 GS150800470
Sharper Image X2 motorized scooter n/a
Schwinn Ranger 086284610
Huffy Stone Mountain II BB03H79656
Shogun Lakewood GS22641 88120850650
N/A Mountain bike K5ZL01037

THE ABOVE REFERENCED BICYCLES MAY BE EXAMINED AT THE CRANFORD
POLICE DEPARTMENT, 8 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD, NJ AT 8:15 A.M.
NOVEMBER 17, 2018. PUBLIC AUCTION WILL COMMENCE AT 8:30 A.M.

PATRICIA DONAHUE, R.M.C.
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 11/01/18, The Leader Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held on Thurs-
day, November 15, 2018, at 7:15 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard in Council Chambers, Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

For the purpose of receiving public input
on the Borough’s Union County Develop-
ment Block Grant Proposal(s) for year (45)
forty-five.

Proposals must be submitted in writing
to the Municipal Clerk by 4:00 p.m., Thurs-
day, November 8, 2018.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
403 South Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 11/01/18, Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF WORKSHOP MEETING

The Township of Cranford will hold a
Workshop Meeting at 7:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, November 19, 2018 in Room 108,
Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.
Resolution No. 2018-344 authorizing such
meeting is available for public inspection
at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Patricia Donahue
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/01/18, the Leader Fee: $13.77

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

FLEISCHER, YUCETEPE 2-3; GARCIA, McGLYNN, GIVELBER, LOGGIA 4-5-6-7; HACKER 3RD, SALZ 5TH, MORGAN 8TH

Blue Devils’ Pack Attack Wins UCT Boys, Girls X-C Crowns
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Running in packs paid off for the
Westfield High School boys and girls
varsity cross-country teams as both
came home with a first-place trophy
at the Union County Tournament
(UCT) Championships held at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Octo-
ber 24. The Blue Devil boys, with
their full contingent, captured their
fourth straight UCT title and ninth in
the past 10 years. Only Summit broke
the streak, winning in 2014. The Lady
Blue Devils won their third straight

UCT title.
All seven of the Blue Devil varsity

boys placed in the top-11 to finish
with a total of 30, followed by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders at
73, Summit at 100, Oratory at 107
and Cranford at 180.

Oratory’s Maximus Russo crossed
the finish line first with a time of
16:07 ahead of Raider Ben Fleischer,
who crossed second at 16:15, fol-
lowed by Blue Devil Kevin Yucetepe
at 16:20. Raider Brandon Garcia fin-
ished fourth at 16:26.

“One guy went out pretty hard then

the rest of us formed a pack behind
him throughout the first mile. Then at
the start of the second mile, I started
to open up a little bit. I went with the
guy who ended up winning. I was
behind him then there was a Scotch
Plains kid, we kept going back-and-
forth. It was a nice finish. I had a good
time,” described Yucetepe, who
added, “Last week I was a little banged
up. I spent a little time with the trainer
but this is definitely a confidence
booster as we head into the champi-
onship season.”

Blue Devils Will McGlynn at 16:28,

Jonathan Givelber at 16:30 and Will
Loggia also at 16:30 finished 5-6-7.

“The first mile or so we were all
pretty close together. Then the one
kid from Oratory, Max Russo, made a
big move. When I looked up, it was
already a big gap. It was definitely
difficult to close down but I saw Bran-
don Garcia from Scotch Plains. He’s
a fantastic athlete. I was trying to stay
with him as best I could. I looked

ahead and saw Kevin battling with
the other Scotch Plains kid. I knew
everyone behind me was doing the
same thing and I went for it and did
my best to get through that line,”
McGlynn described.

“We came into this race knowing
that our team was going to do really
well and we were just trying to get a
good look at what we could do going
into the championship season. There

are still many more weeks of this
season to go and many more opportu-
nities to show off what we got. This is
just the beginning of one of the best
seasons in Westfield cross-country
history,” Givelber stated.

“Coming into counties, Westfield
always has one mission and that’s
winning the race as a team. The fact
that we did that again, that’s the one

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE PACK ATTACK...The Westfield Blue Devil boys and girls won their respective UCT cross-country titles. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Sammy Salz, Elizabeth Bielen, Brianna Hatch, Sarah Hacker, Grace Morgan, Grace Endy and
Caroline Collins; back row, Coach Joe Berardi, Coach Jen Buccino, Will McGlynn, Zach Spergel, James McCutcheon, Kevin
Yucetepe, Jack Maranz, Will Loggia, Jonny Givelber, Coach Chris Tafelski and Coach Matt VanDeursen.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

 

RE/MAX Select 1304 South Avenue, Suite 3, Plainfield, New Jersey 07062 Ph: 908-822-0550 

JOSEPH BURRIS 
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

908-305-1583 
SELLAOM@AOL.COM 

 

WANT A GRAND HOME WITHIN YOUR BUDGET? 
 

Call Joseph Burris 908-305-1583 or John Nash 908-565-0063  

to view one of these spectacular homes!  

From Central New Jersey to the Jersey Shore...We’ve got you covered! 

JOHN NASH 
BROKERASSOCIATE 

908-565-0063 
JOHN.NASH.NJ         
@GMAIL.COM 

LYGHT SCORES TWICE; NELSON ASSIST, LEY ASSIST

Raiders Shut Out Cougars, 2-0,
For UCT Girls Soccer Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ownership of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) Championship
has been in the hands of or shared by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team since 2005
with the exception of one year. That
one team, the Cranford Cougars, who
had won the UCT crown in 2009,
entered the 2018 UCT Championship
game with the top seed at Kean Uni-

versity on October 26 but the third-
seeded Lady Raiders were not about
to relinquish their ownership and came
up with a 2-0 victory.

Sophomore attacker Corinne Lyght,
off respective assists from sophomore
Holly Nelson and senior midfielder
Lizzie Ley, scored once in the first
half and once late in the second half to
secure the 12-4-1 Raiders with their
13th UCT crown — the title was
shared with Westfield in 2006, 2012

and 2017. The Raiders’ first UCT title
in 2005 was a 1-0 victory over the
Oak Knoll Royals. The Cougars won
the title in 2009 when Taylor D’Antico
connected on a penalty kick for a 1-0
victory. The Raiders got even with the
Cougars in 2013 when Tori Baliatico
netted a goal for a 1-0 win.

In the 2018 rubber match game, the
Cougars initiated the offensive for the
first several minutes with forward
pushes from attackers Maggie Murray,
Lauren Williamson, Sophia Ambrosio
and Kenzie Butler. But the Raiders
eventually took control of the midfield
the majority of the time and were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE LEADERS OF THE PACK...Raider Brandon Garcia, Blue Devil Zack Spergel (W) and Raider Ben Fleischer are
among the leaders coming over the “Hump” during the Union County Tournament at Warinanco Park in Roselle.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HANGING CLOSE TO THE LEADERS...Blue Devils Grace Morgan, left, and Sara Hacker, center,are just behind the
leaders Victoria Vanriele (Governor Livingston) and Jerika Lufrano (Union Catholic) coming over the “Hump”.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR THE TITLE...Above – Raider Corinne Lyght, right, and
Cougars Claire Ganley, No. 8, and Sophia Montegue, No. 16, battle for the ball.
Below – Raider goalkeeper Maya Kessler makes a desparate attempt to knock the
ball away from Cougar attacker Lauren Williamson, No. 10.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

Remember to Set Your Clocks
Back 1 Hour This Weekend
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Blue Devils Win UCT Boys, Girls X-C Crowns
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Boys Tie Union
For UCT Boys Soccer Crown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
soccer team battled to a 1-1, double
overtime (OT) tie against Union to
gain a share of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) crown on Octo-
ber 26 at Kean University in Union.
In so doing, the Blue Devils captured
their second straight UCT co-cham-
pionship after tying with Elizabeth in
the finals a season ago.

Despite Westfield’s unlikely run to
a second straight shared title, the play-
ers, to a man, appeared somewhat
disappointed by the tie. The Blue
Devils muted celebration was in stark
contrast to the Union side of the field
where players danced and hugged and
reveled in the glory of a title, which
came on the heels of a winless cam-
paign just a season earlier.

“We strive to win titles,” said
Westfield’s Evan Meade, whose first-
half goal put the Blue Devils up 1-0.
“It seemed to me like we were the
better team. We wanted to win that
championship. In the end we came up
a little short. We are co-champs but
we are very upset that we are only co-

champions because we wanted to win
it all just for ourselves.”

Meade did his part in giving the
third-seeded Blue Devils a leg up on
their unbeaten foes. Meade scored in
the 15th minute to give Westfield a 1-
0 lead. Meade found the back of the
net on kick that made its way through
a maze of players in the box before
landing in the corner beyond the out-
stretched reach of Union goalkeeper
Manny Melendez.

“The ball came out to me on a
rebound,” said Meade. “I touched it
down and I hit it on a volley. It went by
the keeper in the bottom corner. It
kind of got deflected out to me and I
saw the chance to score a goal and I
took it.”

Little did Meade or the rest of his
mates know at the time but they would
need to make that goal stand up if they
were to win because Melendez was
about to turn in a stellar performance
in net. Melendez came up with key
stop after key stop the rest of the
match, on his way to recording 12
saves. Melendez preserved the tie for
his team with a late game brilliant
save against Brian Hinkel.

“The save the Union goalie came
up with in the end against Hinkel, he
did the same thing against Elizabeth,”
said Westfield Head Coach Eric Shaw.
“He is a top keeper and in the end he

is going to come up with big saves.
You need to come up with a special
goal to beat him. Meade’s first goal
was a special goal in terms of the way
he hit it, kept him off guard. But he
came up big against us today. Same
with our guy [Julian] Trott. He came
up with some big saves for us, espe-
cially in the overtime that kept us
from losing the match. He came up
huge at least once on a play to the left
in which he pirated it away and more
important he hit it to the side to pre-
vent the possibility of a rebound.”

Westfield suffered a blow midway
through the first half when Meade
was forced to exit the contest with a
leg injury. Shaw later described the
injury as “hamstring tightness”. The
Blue Devil offense felt his absence.

“Meade getting hurt in the first half
kind of changed the complexion of
the game,” said Shaw. “He does things
that nobody else on our team does. He
has a confidence that we missed.”

Moments later, Union (12-0-4)
knotted the match in the 30th minute
when off of a free kick, Ulisses
Salguero headed one past Westfield
keeper Julian Trott.

In the second half, it was Westfield
that had the better of possession and
scoring opportunities but time and
again, Melendez was up to the chal-
lenge. Union nearly stole the game
away near the end of the second over-
time period with a couple of really
good scoring opportunities in the fi-
nal two minutes. Trott (9 saves) kept
the Blue Devils from losing with a
couple of brilliant stops.

As the horn sounded, the two teams
had decidedly different reactions to

the outcome. Westfield players
seemed dejected, while Union play-
ers were joyous. That is understand-
able considering that the Farmers suf-
fered through a winless campaign in
2017. Westfield on the other hand,
has been here before. A second straight
co-championship was not what they
were looking for despite having made
a remarkable run through the bracket
just to earn a spot in the title game.

“I know the boys look slightly dis-
appointed now,” said Shaw. “But we
need to make sure that they under-
stand that we are still county champs.
We move on the to states and that is
certainly our next goal, to win a state
title and hopefully we can continue
with what we’ve been doing lately.
We played the way we wanted to play
and we did the things we wanted to
do. In the end, we gave up just one
goal from a head ball that we weren’t
able to overcome.”

Though a share of the UCT title
was not everything Westfield (6-5-4)
wanted out of this run, the players will
have to put this match aside quickly
as their quest for a state title was set to
begin October 29 with a state playoff

home game against number 11 seed,
Columbia. The Blue Devils are play-
ing their best soccer of the season
right now and they will need to keep
a positive mental focus if they are to
advance in the state playoffs.

“We had some decent chances but
we weren’t able to put them away,”
said Meade. “We’ll get more chances
in the states when those games come
around.”
Westfield 1 0 0 0 1
Union 1 0 0 0 1

takeaway that we needed from this
race done. We are really looking for-
ward to the rest of the season. As far
as the race today, I felt good in the first
mile then I started to fade back as far
as the pack goes. Didn’t run my best
but Jonny [Givelber] towards the end
woke me up a bit and reminded me
that we have a lot more to give for the
rest of the season. The most important
thing was teamwork and we got that,”
Loggia expressed.

After Summit’s Jake Pantoya
crossed eighth at 16:37, Blue Devils
James McCutcheon at 16:38, Jack
Maranz at 16:40 and Zach Spergel at
16:41 finished 9-10-11.

McCutcheon had plenty to add.
“This is my third year on varsity. I
have run with some awesome Blue
Devils but this team is the most dedi-

cated, the most hard working, the
most talented group. We got a really
strong pack this year. This is the most
consistent varsity team I’ve ever seen.
We wanted to try to stick together as
much as possible. My plan was al-
ways look ahead and make sure I
could see guys I wanted to stick with.
The whole time, if I started falling
back or another guys started falling
back, we could rely on each other to
push each other forward. Toward the
end I started picking it up to catch up
with the other Blue Devils that have
gone ahead of me. It’s really an honor
to cross the finish line with these guys
on my team.”

“Like James said, this is a different
group of guys. We are like a family,
not just varsity, the whole team this
year has been phenomenal,” McGlynn
added.

“This is my first season cross-coun-
try. I am still learning the strategy.
Everyone is working hard every day.
It’s a lot of hard work but everyone
does it together. We get through it
every day. The results are paying off.
We did really well today and hope-
fully it will throughout the season,”
Maranz said.

“One of the SPF [Raiders] guys
kind of gapped us early, so we had to
react. I pulled the gap back together.
I might have paid for that later but all
the guys were there. We were working
well together. We ran a good race as a
team,” Spergel said.

Raiders Max Cardelli at 16:57 and

Drew Burfeindt at 17:06 finished 12-
14 and Cranford Cougars Liam Lynch
at 17:14, Jon Iosso at 17:43 and Jon
Kerman at 18:03 finished 15-29-42.
Raider Miles Roper finished 43rd at
18:04.

The Blue Devil varsity girls had a
very tight race with Union Catholic
but managed to place all seven run-
ners in the top-19 to eke out a total of
41 to the Vikings’ 44. Governor
Livingston (GL) placed third at 86,
followed by Summit at 89 and the
Raiders at 120.

Viking Jerika Lufrano took top hon-
ors, crossing the line at 19:03 ahead
of GL’s Victoria Vanriele at 19:14.
Blue Devil Sara Hacker was very
close behind to finish third at 19:16,
followed by Viking Leena Morant at
19:29.

“I got a big PR [personal record]. I
am really happy. I am really pushing
hard, especially since it’s my senior
year. I wanted to hang on in front of
the pack. Kicking is not my strong
suit, so I wanted to get a gap and put
it out as much as I could,” Hacker
explained.

Blue Devil Sammy Salz finished
fifth at 19:39, followed by Raider
Olivia Zambrino at 19:45 and Viking
Abby Granrath at 19:46.

“I got a PR for this course and I was
really, really motivated to do well
since it’s my first varsity champion-
ship because I’m a sophomore and
last year I ran the freshman race. I

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
November 14, 2018, in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Vineet Jain & Shweta Jain, 700 Bou-
levard. Applicants are proposing to con-
struct an addition contrary to Section
11.07E5, 11.07E6, and 11.07E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum street side yard setback of 20
feet. Proposed is 14.48 feet. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet. Proposed is 4.8 feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum continuous wall length
of 25 feet. Proposed is 51.25 feet & 50.25
feet.

David Feniger, 10 Hawthorn Drive.
Applicant is appealing the zoning officer’s
determination that the proposed wall to be
constructed at 10 Hawthorn Drive is an
accessory structure pursuant to Section
2.04D of the Land Use Ordinance. Appli-
cant believes the wall should be desig-
nated as a wall freestanding under Section
2.17I of the Land Use Ordinance.

Rebecca & Jonathan Schaffer, 538
Colonial Avenue. Applicants are propos-
ing to construct a two-story addition con-
trary to Section 11.06E14 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a two-car
garage. Proposed is a one-car garage.

Marcus Acord, 835 Wallberg Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a patio contrary to Section 12.04G &
13.02D5 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum all improvement
coverage of 40% (7,076 square feet). Pro-
posed is 42.3% (7,484 square feet). Ordi-
nance requires a pool be enclosed by a 6-
foot solid fence. Proposed is a portion of 4-
foot open fencing.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/01/18, The Leader Fee: $51.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will receive bids
for Emergency Generator Installation
and Related Work at Westfield Schools,
together with all work incidental thereto, in
accordance with the requirements of the
drawings and specifications prepared by
Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD)
Architects-Planners, FVHD Project No.
5076A-K, www.fvhdpc.com.

Bids will be received for:
Single Overall Contract

(C047 with C009 and C030)

Sealed bids are due by November 27,
2018, 2:00 PM, to the Westfield Board of
Education, attention of Ms. Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator, Room 101, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090,
and will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter. Any Bid received af-
ter that time shall be rejected.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s Office at (609) 883-7101 to
confirm availability of documents. Bid Docu-
ments will be available from the Architect
for a non-refundable fee of $100.00 for
disk or upon deposit of $250.00 for each
paper set, checks payable to Fraytak Veisz
Hopkins Duthie, P.C. If contractor requests
shipping, a direct shipping account num-
ber must be provided to the Architect and
for paper sets, a separate non-refundable
handling fee of $25.00 per set payable in
advance. Deposits will be refunded only if
the bid documents are returned in whole in
good condition, bound in proper order,
unmarked and returned within ten (10)
days after the opening of bids, by a Bidder
submitting a bona fide bid. All questions
must be sent ONLY via mail or fac-
simile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed envelope:  (1) addressed to the
owner, (2) bearing the name and address
of the bidder written on the face of the
envelope, and (3) clearly marked “BID”
with the contract title and/or bid number on
the outside of the envelope and must be
accompanied by a Certified Check,
Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond drawn to the
order of the Owner for not less than ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, but
in no case in excess of $20,000.00; and
must be delivered to the above place on or
before the hour named. The Board of Edu-
cation and the Architect assume no re-
sponsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be pre-qualified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/ Classification Certificate may
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid

requirements.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each

proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Proposition of Surety
shall be executed by an approved surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A:44-143 and 2A:44-144
and with the three highest rating catego-
ries of rating companies nationally recog-
nized and listed as per Appendix A (go to
www.nj.gov/dobi/surety.htm).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

All bidders are required to comply with
all requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L. 1975,
c.127) N.J.A.C. 17:27 and P.L. 1975, C.
127, N.J.A.C. 17:27 N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. Laws Against Discrimination. An Ini-
tial Project Workforce Report will be re-
quired from the successful bidder (Form
AA-201).

All qualified applicants will receive con-
sideration for employment without regard
to age, race, creed, color, national origin,
ancestry, marital status, affectional or
sexual orientation or sex.

All Contractors and Subcontractors must
comply with the business registration and
use tax requirements of N.J.S.A. 52:32-
44, amended by P.L. 2004, c.57. Pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all Contractors who
bid on the School Facilities Project shall
provide a copy of their Business Registra-
tion Certification, issued by the Depart-
ment of Treasury, at the time of submis-
sion of their Bid Proposals to the School
District. Failure to include this form with the
Proposal or Bid will result in rejection of the
Bid. The Contractor must (a) obtain proof
of valid business registration from a Sub-
contractor before entering into a contract
with the Subcontractor and shall forward
said business registrations to the School
District; (b) provide written notice to all
Subcontractors that they are required to
submit a copy of their Business Registra-
tion Certificate to the Contractor; and (c)
maintain and submit to the School District
a list of the names of any Subcontractors
and their current addresses, updated as
necessary during the course of the con-
tract performance, and to be complete and
accurate before a request for final pay-
ment is made.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 11/01/18, The Leader Fee: $130.05

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
AND PROPOSALS FOR THE

REDEVELOPMENT OF THE TIER 1,
PHASE 1 SECTION OF THE

SCOTCH PLAINS DOWNTOWN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a
Request for Qualifications and a Request
for Proposals (collectively the “RFQ/RFP”)
will be issued by the Township of Scotch
Plains (the “Township”) on November 1,
2018.  The Township is seeking qualifica-
tions and proposals from qualified and
experienced redevelopers to redevelop
the approximately 8.22+/- acre public por-
tion of property available for purchase as
identified in the Downtown Tier 1, Phase 1
Redevelopment Area (the “RFQ/RFP Re-
development Area”) in accordance with a
Redevelopment Plan endorsed by the
Scotch Plains Township Council (the
“Council”). Proposals may also include
any of the privately owned parcels or a
combination of the publicly owned parcels
and the privately owned parcels identified
in the Redevelopment Plan.

The redevelopment of the Tier 1, Phase
1 properties will be undertaken pursuant to
the New Jersey Local Redevelopment and
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.
(the “Redevelopment Law”) which affords
the Township broad powers to direct and
incentivize the development efforts at the
Properties. The Township is seeking well-
capitalized, motivated and creative part-
ners in redevelopment who share the
Township’s vision to develop an effective,
aesthetically pleasing downtown based on
sound planning principles.

The RFQ/RFP (including the RFQ/RFP)
materials are available via an FTP Website.
For access to the FTP website please
send an email to Thomas Strowe, Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Project Coordinator
for Redevelopment, at
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com and in-
structions to access the FTP website shall
be emailed to you. All updates, addendums
and response to questions regarding this
RFQ/RFP will only be provided via email to
all parties requesting this RFQ/RFP and
shall be posted on the FTP website site.
Any questions on this RFQ / RFP shall only
be submitted in writing via an e-mail to
Thomas Strowe at
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com no later
than 4:00 pm., EST on December 31,
2018.  The questions and answers will be
posted on the FTP Site by no later than
January 14, 2019.  The person and com-
pany who submitted the question shall
remain confidential.  One (1) complete
hard copy of the RFP/RFQ together with all
supporting documents will be on file with
the Township Clerk’s office for review dur-
ing normal business hours.

This RFQ/RFP sets forth relevant infor-
mation regarding the RFQ/RFP Redevel-
opment Area, including applicable design
standards and objectives, survey and to-
pographic data, redeveloper qualifications,
proposal format and the process for rede-
veloper selection.

Qualifications and Proposals must be
submitted in sealed boxes or envelopes
clearly marked “Qualifications and Pro-
posal for Redevelopment of Tier 1, Phase
1 Section of Downtown Scotch Plains”.
Respondents shall be required to submit
one (1) original, fifteen (15) hard copies
and one (1) electronic (CD or USB drive) of
their Qualifications and Proposal.  Propos-
als may be hand-delivered or sent via
USPS, UPS, FedEx, or other parcel ser-
vice.

Qualifications and Proposals must be
submitted to Bonnie Lacina, Township
Clerk, 430 Park Avenue, 1st Floor, Room
103, Scotch Plains New Jersey 07076 on
or before 4:00 P.M. (prevailing time) on
February 1, 2019. The Township Clerk
and/or her designated representative will
receive submissions up to the submission
deadline.

The Township reserves the right to
amend submittal requirements, including
the right to extend the submission dead-
line at any time prior to opening of the
sealed submissions.  The Township also
reserves the right to reject any or all sub-
missions.  All work products submitted by
the Respondent as part of the required
submissions become the property of the
Township and will not be returned.

For additional information, please con-
tact Thomas Strowe via email only at
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com.
1 T - 11/01/18, The Times Fee: $89.25
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Aschmies Named Cranford Athlete of Week
Lindsay Aschmies, a senior on the varsity cross-country team, recently

took first place at the Union County Conference Championship.

Competition was fierce but in the
end, the 14-4 Westfield High School
girls volleyball team rallied from a
25-23 setback in the first set to win
the next two sets, 25-16, 25-12, to
slay the 17-4 Kent Place Lady Drag-
ons in Westfield on October 24.

Blue Devil Samantha Colucci came
up with 20 assists, scooped 10 digs,
notched a kill and had three service
points. Jenna Miller recorded 13 ser-
vice points with a pair of aces, 17
digs, eight kills, eight assists and a
block. Anne Friel recorded 11 service
points with two aces, 18 digs and four
assists. Stephanie Margoles notched

10 kills and added 13 digs, eight
assists and seven service points.

Julia Becker had 13 digs and four
service points, and Nora Brindle re-
corded six service points, two kills
and two digs. Lydia Nisita notched
eight kills, two blocks and three digs.
Uzi Ijoma recorded seven kills, five
digs and a block, and Giana
Mangiamele had two kills, two
blocks and a dig.

Kelsey Burrows recorded 17 as-
sists, four blocks, three digs and a
kill for the Lady Dragons. Liz Cot-
ter had 10 blocks and Maddie Hagar
had 17 digs, eight service points,
five assists and a kill. Sabrina Skyers
notched 10 kills, three blocks, five
digs and four service points with
two aces. Lane Patterson recorded
eight kills, nine digs, two blocks
and two service points. Haley
Murray had five service points, two
digs and an assist. Elizabeth Miller
had seven blocks, Aya Mtume had
three digs and a kill, and Kayla
Crum recorded four blocks, two
kills, a dig and an assist.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-18-024
to be located in Zone: R-2, on the premises
known as 1052 Coolidge Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 132, Lot No.
5, has been submitted by: Gary A. Palm of
1052 Coolidge Street, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: Installation of In-Ground Pool,
Increase of Impervious Ground Require-
ment, Ordinance #255-34 and any addi-
tional relief that may be required from the
board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on November 19,
2018 at 8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Gary A. Palm

1052 Coolidge Street
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 11/01/18, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION
HEARING JERUSALEM ROAD SITE
REDEVELOPMENT STUDY AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plan-
ning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains (the “Planning Board”) will hold a
public hearing on Monday, November 19,
2018 at 8:00 p.m. to discuss and deter-
mine whether the Jerusalem Road Rede-
velopment Study Area  (the “Study Area”)
identified as Block 6201, Lots 13, 16.02
and a portion of the vacated Van Orden
Right of Way should be determined to be
“an area in need of redevelopment” under
the Local Redevelopment and Housing
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. (the
“LHRL”).  This public hearing will be held in
the Council Chambers in Town Hall, lo-
cated at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey.

By Resolution No. 2018-88, adopted on
May 1, 2018, the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains directed the
Planning Board to conduct a preliminary
investigation in order to determine whether
the Study Area (as referenced above) quali-
fies as an “area in need of redevelopment”.

Please note that a Planning Board de-
termination that the Study Area is an “area
in need of redevelopment” shall not autho-
rize the Township of Scotch Plains to exer-
cise the power of eminent domain to ac-
quire any property within the Study Area.

At the public hearing, the Planning Board
will hear testimony regarding whether or
not the properties within the Study Area, or
any part thereof, qualify as “an area in
need of redevelopment”, and will hear all
others who are interested in or who are
affected by a determination that the prop-
erties within the Study Area are an “area in
need of redevelopment”. Upon completion
of the preliminary investigation, the Plan-
ning Board shall provide its recommenda-
tions to the Township Council.

A preliminary investigation report (in-
cluding maps which depict the Study Area)
which was prepared by Michael Mistretta,
PP, LLA, of Harbor Consultants, Inc. is
available for public inspection during regu-
lar business hours at the office of the
Township Clerk within the Municipal Hall
located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 11/1/18, The Times Fee: $49.98

Blue Devil V-Ballers Slay
Kent Place Dragons in 3 Sets

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A PACK OF COUGARS...A trio of Cranford Cougars stick together while coming over the “Hump” during the Union
County Tournament cross-country meet at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 24.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT BOYS SOCCER CO-CHAMPS...The Blue Devil boys claimed a share of the UCT title for the second straight year. The
Blue Devils won the title outright in 2016 with a 2-1 victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
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King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

FREER 3 BAT DOWNS; SIMPSON, ROONEY BLOCK PAT

Chiefs Wear Down Westfield
On Football ‘Senior Day’, 26-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Time was not on the Westfield High
School football team’s side as the No.
4 ranked Piscataway Chiefs managed
to eventually wear down the lighter
and smaller Blue Devil defensive line
and capitalize with three fourth-quar-
ter touchdowns, which included a pair
of breakaway touchdown runs from
running back Juwan Jackson, to
emerge with a 26-0 shutout on “Se-
nior Day” at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 26.

The 8-0 Chiefs, who also recorded
shutouts over East Brunswick (41-0),
JP Stevens (62-0), Old Bridge (34-0)
and Bridgewater-Raritan (47-0), se-
cured their position as the No. 1 seed
for the upcoming North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 5 Tournament. The 2-6
Blue Devils are expected to face 7-1

Union City this Friday, November 2,
at 7 p.m.

Jackson, who was limited to 41
yards on six carries, including a one-
yard touchdown plunge in the first
half, took advantage of the Blue Dev-
ils’ defense that was one step slower
in the second half and added respec-
tive fourth-quarter touchdown runs
of 68 yards, two yards and 61 yards.
Jackson finished the game with 212

yards on 18 carries. Teammate Nasir
Best rushed 32 yards on seven carries
in the first half and 50 yards on five
carries in the second half for 82 total
yards. Quarterback Joe Hatcher, who
was 0-for-3 in completions in the sec-
ond half, completed six of 15 passes
for 72 yards.

The Blue Devils totaled 38 yards
rushing on 13 carries in the first half

KEHLER SCORES IN 1ST HALF, JEPSEN 2ND HALF GOAL

Field Hockey Blue Devils Nip
Mount St. Dominic Girls, 2-1

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School field
hockey team survived a strong chal-
lenge from Mount St. Dominic to
earn a 2-1 victory in their season
finale played on October 24 at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. LJ Kehler
scored a first-half goal and senior
Hannah Jepsen had the game winner
in the second half to help the Blue
Devils close out the season success-
fully as they head into the state play-
offs. Still, the game was a struggle as
the visitors from Caldwell gave a spir-
ited performance and played much
better than their 3-14 record.

“Today was just one of those games
where strange things happened from
beginning to end,” said Westfield
Head Coach Caitlin Cheddar. “We
had the stroke called for the penalty.
We had a lot of cards being dealt out.
This was not a traditional game. Go-
ing into the state tournament, that is
not the worst thing in the world. It is
good for the girls to know what that
feels like. I think we were a little
rattled during the game and that is a
good experience for us. Luckily we
came out on the winning end of it.”

Westfield opened the scoring with
Kehler’s goal with 21:09 remaining in
the first half. The Blue Devils nursed

that lead until Mount St. Dominic tied it
off of a goal by Catherine Browne with
9:21 to play in the half. Westfield ended
up on the defensive for much of the first
half as the visitors pressed the attack.
Westfield held on to the tie going into
the break thanks largely to the stellar
play of goalkeeper Colleen O’Connor,
who stood in strong and successfully
defended against a stroke opportunity.

“When she shot the ball it went off
my stick and went wide over the goal,”
said O’Connor, a senior, of her sensa-
tional effort. “I was pretty pleased but
we worked as unit on defense. I would
not have been able to do what I did
without my defense. Going into the
states I think we are all set, not only
the defense but the offense also.”

In the second half, it was Westfield
that pressed the issue but could never
quite finish its opportunities. That
changed when senior Hannah Jepsen
scored with just under six minutes
remaining to give the Blue Devils a 2-
1 lead they would not relinquish.

“It was a corner,” said Jepsen. “We
were getting mentally frustrated be-
cause the team was aggressive and we
weren’t getting the calls. We planned
a corner in which Chloe [Beaulieu]
takes a shot and I would be at top. She
passed it to me and we faked out the
flyer. The goal went in. No one stopped

it. Let’s say it was a relief. I think after
that, we got our game back.”

Westfield hung on to preserve the
2-1 lead the rest of the way, increasing
their season record to 15-5 with the
state playoffs set to begin this week.
Maddie Katz and Beaulieu each con-
tributed an assist for Westfield.
O’Connor had three saves in goal.

“This was the last game of our
regular season, so we wanted to end
with a bang,” said Jepsen. “I think
that if we looked back and felt like we
could have tried harder that is the last
thing you want to think. After that
goal, we felt like we got this and now
states are coming up. It is a good
mentality to have going into states. I
hope it goes for a long run because I
want to create the best memory pos-
sible and set a tone for next year.”

Westfield was set to open their state
playoff run as the number 4 seed with
a home game against five seed East
Brunswick slated for October 26 at
Kehler Stadium. If victorious, the Blue
Devils would face top seed
Bridgewater-Raritan on October 30
in Bridgewater. The Blue Devils have
been building toward this season for
several years now. Improvement has
been gradual and now they are in a
position to realize the potential they
always knew they had.

“It will mean everything to me,” said
O’Connor. “I played not only as a fresh-
man but also as an eighth grader and I
did not even think I was going to be a
goalie. As a goalie I am a big part of the
team but I am only a part of the team. I
just want to go into the states and do
well and create a special memory.”
Mt. St. Dominic 1 0 1
Westfield 1 1 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Comets Crunch Cougars
In Football Showdown, 38-10

OSLISLO RUNS 225 YDS, 5 TDS, 3 TWO-PT CONV.

No. Brunswick Gridders Top
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 59-44

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School co-captain/running back Alex
Oslislo chewed up 225 yards on 30
carries, which included five touch-
down runs, and added three two-point
conversions in the regular-season fi-
nale, 59-44 setback to North
Brunswick in Scotch Plains on Octo-
ber 26.

Raider Shawn Martin had three re-
ceptions for 112 yards, including a
touchdown catch, from quarterback
Anthony Porter, who also rushed 13
times for 81 yards. Quarterback Jake

Hahn completed two of three passes.
Defensively, Porter made four tack-
les, while Hahn and Dakota Verico
each made three tackles.

Dylan Johnson had a 65-yard touch-
down reception, ran for a touchdown
and returned a kickoff for a touch-
down for North Brunswick. Ny’Dir
Harmon had a pair of touchdown re-
ceptions and Dahveey Hicks had two
touchdown runs.

The Raiders will host the Kearny
Kardinals this Saturday, November 3,
at 2 p.m.

The Hillside Comets football team
preserved its unbeaten record with a
38-10 (according to HUDL) victory
over the visiting Cranford Cougars on
October 26. Comet quarterback Gavin
Melendez completed 10 of 13 passes
for 252 yards, including three touch-
downs. Brian Ugwu and James Louis
each rushed for 150 yards.

Ugwu scored the 8-0 Comets’ first
touchdown on a 50-yard sprint in the
first quarter. Melendez threw a 45-
yard touchdown strike to receiver
Boris Nicholas-Paul (3 receptions,
96 yards) in the second quarter then
Nahree Biggins recovered a Cougar

fumble in the end zone for another
touchdown in the second quarter.

In the third quarter, Melendez con-
nected with Shadon Willis (5 recep-
tions, 108 yards) for a 35-yard touch-
down then he added a 39-yard touch-
down strike to Biggins (2 receptions,
48 yards) in the quarter. Running back
Jahon Moore (7 carries, 50 yards)
added a 10-yard touchdown run in the
fourth quarter.

Defensively, Ogwu, Nicholas-Paul
and Anu Okungbowa each sacked
Cougar quarterback Connor Katz
twice.

Katz completed nine of 14 passes
for 77 yards. Mike Kalnins had four
receptions for 49 yards, Cole Blazek
had four receptions for 27 yards and
Anthony DeCostello had a one-yard
reception. Running back Jamie
Shriner carried 23 times for 84 yards,
Katz carried seven times for 11 yards
and Kalnins had a four-yard run. Jack
McAleavey kicked a 30-yard field
goal in the third quarter and Steve
Shore picked up a fumble and re-
turned it 52 yards for a touchdown in
the fourth quarter.

Defensively, Chris Guiditta was
involved in eight tackles as was Dante
Cassaro and Matt Doran. Ahamad
Rasheed was involved in nine tackles
and Rob Schork had for tackles.

The Cougars received the fifth seed
for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 Tournament and will face the fourth-
seeded Linden Tigers in Linden to-
morrow, November 2, at 7 p.m. Hill-
side received the top-seed in Central
Jersey, Group 3 and will host eighth-
seeded South River.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-009644-18
FILE NO. 25309-18

NOTICE TO REDEEM

ACE PLUS LLC; PLAINTIFF
VS. WILLIAM H. LASSITER,
HIS  HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, ET ALS.
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: WILLIAM H. LASSITER, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; MARNISHIA E. LASSITER, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on October 29, 2018, the Superior
Court Fixed December 28, 2018, or the
next business day, between regular busi-
ness hours, at the office of the Tax Collec-
tor of ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 395 BLOCK 1 on the tax duplicate
of  ELIZABETH. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 11-00018 is
$64,440.03, together with interest from
September 28, 2018 and costs of
$1,290.56.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/01/18, The Leader Fee: $57.12

Blue Devils Blank East Brunswick
In Field Hockey Section Quarters

Lily Cerasco netted a goal and an assist to lead the fourth-seeded 16-5 Westfield
High School field hockey team to a 4-0 shutout of fifth-seeded East Brunswick in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament in Westfield
on October 26. Liz Healy, Maggie Maguire and Maggie Kelly each scored once,
while Hannah Jepsen and Maddie Katz each added an assist. Keeper Colleen
O’Connor stopped two shots.

UC Vikings Stop Blue Devils
For UCT Volleyball Crown

Union County Tournament (UCT)
girls volleyball crowns usually be-
long to either the Westfield Lady Blue
Devils or the Union Catholic Lady
Vikings. This time it was the second-
seeded Vikings’ turn to seize the crown
when they held off the top-seeded
Blue Devils, 25-20, 25-21, at Kean
University in Union on October 26.

Last year, the Blue Devils defeated
the Vikings 2-0 (29-27, 25-13), for
the UCT Championship. It was
Westfield’s first county title since
2014, after having lost back-to-back
championship matches to these same
Vikings.

Chloe John helped the Lady Vi-
kings regain the title with 15 service
points, including two aces, eight as-
sists and two digs. Liv Szyszkiewicz

served up seven points with a pair of
aces, and added six kills and six digs.
Alex Kwasnik recorded five kills,
three service points, an assist, a dig
and a block. Abby ortiz had six ser-
vice points with three aces and three
digs. Katelyn Salvadore added six
assists.

Blue Devil Lydia Nisita notched
eight kills and added a dig and a block.
Stephanie Margoles recorded five kills,
12 digs and a block. Jenna Miller
scooped 11 digs and had three kills, 10
service points with an ace and an as-
sist. Sam Colucci had 14 assists, six
digs and a block. Anne Friel had 10
digs and three service points with two
aces. Julia Becker had five digs, Grace
Gruters had two digs and Uzi Ijoma
had two digs and a kill.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Lady Cougars Pounce
Pingry in Soccer, 3-0
Lauren Williamson, Brooke

Swandrak and Riley Korzeneski each
tallied a goal to give the visiting 15-2
Cranford High School girls soccer team
a 3-0 victory over Pingry on October
23. Kenzie Butler, Claire Ganley and
Laurel Teel each added an assist.

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUNCHING A CHIEF...Blue Devils Matt O’Connor, bottom No. 52, Koury Kania, No. 9, Dan Shakal, No. 18, and Reid
Colwell, No. 23, crunch Chief running back Juwan Jackson on October 26. More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LUNGING FOR THE BALL...Blue Devil Chloe Beaulieu, left, lunges to take the ball away from an East Brunswick player
during the quarterfinals of the North 2, Group 4 Tournament. Westfield won 4-0. See another photo on page 15

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Raiders Shut Out Cougars for UCT Crown, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Record Book:
Football Scoring

As New Jersey’s fourth winningest
public school football program in state
history, Westfield High has produced
a long line of great running backs.
Starting with Lee Waring in the early
1930s, and on to players like Pump
Vella, then Floyd Beane, Bobby
Dougherty and Rick McGinley in the
1940s, Glen Kehler, Butch Woolfolk,
and up to the more recent Ricardo
Johnson, A.J. Murray and Jack Curry,
points have rarely been scarce.

The school’s all-time scoring leader
is Glen Kehler, who combined 42
touchdowns, 85 PATs and four field
goals to score 349 points. Rick
McGinley, a legendary speedster from
the 1940s, is runner-up with 276 points
– but his 46 career touchdowns are
No. 1. Butch Woolfolk, who amaz-
ingly didn’t even suit up for varsity
games as a sophomore and didn’t
become a running back until late in
his junior year, had his magical 34-
touchdown, 206-point season in 1977.

Kehler opened the 1973 season with
a school-record 36-point game in a
42-6 win over Middletown. He closed
his WHS career by scoring all the
points on Thanksgiving 1974 during
a 31-14 win – runs of 1 and 35 yards,
a 45-yard punt return, a 95-yard kick-
off return, a 25-yard field goal and
four PATs.

The leading kick scorer in school
history is Mike Moriarty, who scored
150 of his 198 career points with his
right toe. His 105 career PAT kicks is
by far the school best, while his 15
career field goals trail only Jon
Gribbin, who booted 16.

WHS SCORING RECORDS
CAREER POINTS

349 Glen Kehler, 1972-74
276 Rick McGinley, 1947-49
234 Jack Curry, 2013-15
228 Lee Waring, 1928-31
206 Butch Woolfolk, 1976-77
200 Bobby Dougherty, 1944-46
198 Ricardo Johnson, 2006-08
198 Mike Moriarty, 2014-16
168 A.J. Murray, 2008-10
156 Bob McNally, 1974-76

ONE-SEASON POINTS
206 Butch Woolfolk, 1977
162 Jack Curry, 2015
159 Glen Kehler, 1973
134 Lee Waring, 1930
134 Glen Kehler, 1974
126 Ricardo Johnson, 2008
126 Eugene Rawles, 2013
122 Kevin Bonner, 1970
114 Rick McGinley, 1947
114 Doug Murphy, 1966

ONE-GAME POINTS
36 Glen Kehler, 1973 vs. Middletown
35 Lee Waring, 1930 vs. Bound Brook
31PumpVella, 1936 vs. Haverstraw,
N.Y.
31 Glen Kehler, 1974 vs. Plainfield
30 Pump Vella, 1936 vs. Madison
30 Doug Murphy, 1966 vs. Gov.
Livingston

30 Glen Kehler, 1973 vs. Thomas
Jefferson
30 Butch Woolfolk, 1977 vs. Livingston
30 Paul Leifer, 1981 vs. SP-F
30 Eugene Rawles, 2013 vs. SP-F
30 Jack Curry, 2015 vs. Columbia

CAREER TOUCHDOWNS
46 Rick McGinley, 1947-49
42 Glen Kehler, 1972-74
39 Jack Curry, 2013-15
34 Butch Woolfolk, 1976-77
33 Ricardo Johnson, 2006-08
32 Bobby Dougherty, 1944-46
30 Lee Waring, 1928-31
28 A.J. Murray, 2008-10
25 Bob McNally, 1974-76
24 Doug Murphy, 1965-66
24 Terence Jenkins, 1999-2001

ONE-SEASON TOUCHDOWNS
34 Butch Woolfolk,1977 (11 games)
27 Jack Curry,2015 (12)
21 Glen Kehler,1973 (9)
21 Ricardo Johnson,2008 (10)
21 Eugene Rawles,2013 (10)
20 Kevin Bonner,1970 (9)
19 Lee Waring,1930 (8)
19 Rick McGinley,1947 (10)
19 Doug Murphy,1966 (9)
17 Pump Vella,1936 (9)
17 Rick McGinley,1949 (10)
17 A.J. Murray,2010 (10)

ONE-GAME TOUCHDOWNS
5 Lee Waring,1930 vs. Bound Brook
5 PumpVella, 1936 vs. Madison
5 Pump Vella, 1936 vs. Haverstraw,
N.Y.
5 Doug Murphy, 1966 vs. Gov.
Livingston
5 Glen Kehler, 1973 vs. Middletown
5 Butch Woolfolk, 1977 vs. Livingston
5 Paul Leifer, 1981 vs. SP-F
5 Eugene Rawles, 2013 vs. SP-F
5 Jack Curry, 2015 vs. Columbia

CAREER KICKING POINTS
150 Mike Moriarty, 2014-16
135 Jon Gribbin, 2008-11
113 K.C. Knobloch, 1975-77
 93 Don Knobloch, 1968-70
 93 Glen Kehler, 1972-74
 92 John Greene, 1963-65
68 Kevin Lasher, 1981-82
 68 Andrew Lessner, 2000-02
 61 Jim Mozoki, 1985-87
 54 Tom Bonard, 2005-06

CAREER PAT KICKS
105 Mike Moriarty, 2014-16
89 K.C. Knobloch, 1975-77
 87 Jon Gribbin, 2008-11
 81 Glen Kehler, 1972-74
 74 John Greene, 1963-65
 72 Don Knobloch, 1968-70
 50 Andrew Lessner, 2000-02
 40 Bob Brewster, 1966-67
 39 Aidan Boland, 2016-17
38 Kevin Lasher, 1981-82

ONE-SEASON PAT KICKS
51 K.C. Knobloch, 1977
49 Mike Moriarty, 2015
34 Mike Moriarty, 2016
33 Chris Hogge, 2013
32 Brandon Doerr, 1998
31 John Greene, 1965
31 Don Knobloch, 1970
31 Glen Kehler, 1973
30 Jon Gribbin, 2009
29 Al Eichhorn, 1947
29 Jon Gribbin, 2010

CAREER FIELD GOALS
16 Jon Gribbin, 2008-11
15 Mike Moriarty, 2014-16
10 Kevin Lasher, 1981-82
8 K.C. Knobloch, 1975-77
8 Jim Mozoki, 1985-87
7 Don Knobloch, 1968-70

7 Tom Bonard, 2005-06
6 John Greene, 1963-65
6 Jason Krieger, 1996-97
6 Andrew Lessner, 2000-02

ONE-SEASON FIELD GOALS
8 Mike Moriarty, 2015
7 Kevin Lasher, 1982
7 Jon Gribbin, 2011
6 Jon Gribbin, 2010
5 Don Knobloch, 1969
5 Mike Moriarty, 2014
4 Mike Lasher, 1980
4 Jim Mozoki, 1986
4 Jason Krieger, 1996
4 Tom Bonard, 2005

LONGEST FIELD GOALS
52 Lee Waring, 1931 vs. Plainfield
43 Kevin Lasher, 1982 vs. Irvington
43 Kevin Lasher, 1982 vs. SP-F
43 Jim Mozoki, 1986 vs. Elizabeth
43 Jim Mozoki, 1987 vs. Kearny
43 Jon Gribbin, 2009 vs. North
Hunterdon
42 Mike Lasher, 1980 vs. Elizabeth
42 Kevin Lasher, 1981 vs. Nutley
42 Brandon Doerr, 1998 vs. Parsippany
Hills
40 Wayne Johnson, 1923 vs. Plainfield
40 Lee Waring, 1930 vs. Millburn
40 Ryan MacDonald, 1999 vs. Shabazz

PLAYOFFS NEXT
The three-time defending North 2

Group 5 champion Blue Devils will
open this year’s tournament at Union
City (7-1) on Friday night at 7 p.m. The
Soaring Eagles’ field is located on the
roof of the school.

WHS is 2-6, with the six losses all
against high-seeded playoff qualifiers
that have a combined record of 42-9.

The Blue Devils fell to Piscataway,
26-0, last Friday, although it was still a
7-0 game with nine minutes left. With
junior standout Tim Alliegro lost for
the year to a broken foot, classmate
Nick Martini picked up the slack, run-
ning for 67 yards on 22 carries. It was
the first time the Blue Devils were shut
out in consecutive games since the last
two games of the 1993 season, by Lin-
den (34-0) and Plainfield (0-0).

QUICK HITS
The girls tennis team capped a 15-4

season last Wednesday with a historic
5-0 victory over New Providence. It
was the 800th win since the program
officially started in 1972 under coach
Kathy Luckey.

The cross-country teams swept the
Union County championships last
Wednesday. For the boys, it was the
fourth straight, and ninth in the last 10
years, while the girls captured their
third in a row.

The field hockey team improved to 16-
5 with a 4-0 state sectional win over East
Brunswick on Friday. It was the 400th
win since the program started in 1972 by
Carol Donner. Ironically, Donner was
one of the game officials on Friday.

The boys soccer team battled un-
beaten Union to a 1-1 tie in the UCT
final on Friday night. It was the third
straight county title for coach Eric
Shaw’s team, and the second straight
co-championship.

The girls volleyball team fell in two
sets (25-20, 25-21) to Union Catholic
in the UCT final on Friday night. It was
the fifth straight year the teams met in
the final, with UC winning three times.

The girls soccer team fell to 5-7-1
last week after falling to 14-3-1
Somerville. The only goal was scored
by Pioneer senior Jessie DeSarno, the
daughter of WHS’s head football coach.

ON THIS DATE
1969: Don Knobloch converted a

PAT kick, then blocked Nutley’s PAT
attempt, lifting WHS to a 7-6 victory.

1975: Five days after a shocking loss
at Cranford, sophomore Frank Kelly
ran for 148 yards as WHS blanked
Nutley, 9-0, at the Park Oval.

AROUND THIS DATE
Oct. 30, 1993: Recreation Field was

renamed Gary Kehler Stadium, but
Summit spoiled the day with a 35-12
victory. WHS’s Erwyn Lyght had 119
yards on 10 carries in the first period,
but a sprained ankle injury sidelined
him the rest of the game.

Oct. 31, 1970: Joe Monninger’s quar-
terback sneak with no time on the (un-
official) scoreboard clock at the end of
the first half lifted WHS to a 14-8
victory over Nutley.

Oct. 31, 1992: Jamal Hester carried
31 times for 180 yards, sparking WHS
to a 25-12 triumph at Rahway.

Nov. 2, 1963: Rudy Brown ran for
199 yards – and had touchdowns of 20
and 80 yards called back by penalties –
as WHS rolled over River Dell, 32-20.

Nov. 3, 1973: Montclair ended
WHS’s 48-game unbeaten streak with
a 20-15 victory at Woodman Field.

Photo courtesy of Sandy Mamary

PAST AND PRESENT...WHS field hockey coaches (from left) Maggie McFadden
(1983-2006), Caitlin Cheddar (2009-present) and Carol Donner (1972-79) pose
after Friday’s 4-0 win over East Brunswick, the 400th in program history. That
trio coached 362 of the 400 victories, with McFadden notching 179, Donner 101
and Cheddar 82 and counting.

quite persistent about maintaining
their pressure.

The Raiders received fine defen-
sive support, especially from defender
Gabby Aloe and the trio of co-cap-
tains/outside backs Maggie Traina and
Stefanie DeVizio, and Leah Klurman.

“Me and Gab Aloe work really hard
together. Me an Gab are unstoppable
together. As captains we want to lead
the girls and lead the team to get the
ball up and possess. It really starts
from the back and work our way for-
ward to keep possession. That was
really the key of what we did today.
We did a really good job of defend-
ing,” Traina said.

As a matter of fact, Traina really
did her part bringing the ball upfield
and putting pressure on Cougar cen-
ter backs Abby Ahern and Claire
Ganley, and wing backs Grace
DiGiovanni and Jackie Smith, who
were all quite effective at warding off
the charges and protecting goalkeeper
Amanda Vath, who finished with two
saves.

“Outside backs, we like to make
runs. So I like to create opportunities
down the sidelines to help our team
offensively, not just defensively,”
Traina answered.

After 10 minutes of vigorous ac-
tion, Raider sophomore attacker Faith
Price hooked a shot into the box in the
vicinity of Nelson and Lyght. After a
bit of a scramble, Lyght got her foot
on the ball for the score with 29:11
left in the half.

“Faith Price hit an amazing ball
into the box to Holly Nelson. I credit
Holly and Faith for that goal. Holly
worked her butt off to get position and
it hit off the post. She hit it again and
the goalie was able to deflect it and I

was able to tap it in. But it was Holly’s
and Faith’s hard work that got us into
that position,” Lyght pointed out.

Moments later, Williamson got past
some defenders and brought the ball
toward the box, forcing Raider goal-
keeper Maya Kessler (2 saves) to
charge forward and make a deflec-
tion. With 7:46 left in the half, Klurman
launched a free kick from 43-yards
out but Vath made the save.

The early portion of the second half
had Lyght and Price drilling angled
shots that were off target then
Williamson and Murray answered
with a dangerous run but Traina was
able to deflect the shot. Midway
through the half, Williamson crossed
left into the box where Ambrosio took
a shot but it was deflected by Aloe.

Four minutes later Ganley broke up
a run by Klurman then three minutes
later DiGiovanni banged a header that
Kessler stopped. With 12 minutes re-
maining, Murray managed to steal the
ball from Lyght, who penetrated the
Cougar box.

With time running down, Ley set
up for a corner kick and lofted it into
the box. After some bouncing around,
Ley got the ball back to Lyght, who
banged a header past Vath for the
score with 2:39 on the clock.

“Lizzie was taking a corner. It
bounced back to her and I called for it.
She saw me and was able hit it in. And
I was able to head it into the goal,”
Lyght described.

“There was like five minutes left. I
just wanted to make sure we kept it in
their half. We kept winning the ball,
so when the ball came back to me, I
was coming onto it. I just wanted to
lift it up to Corinne or Faith, whoever
could get their head on it to the back
post,” Ley explained.

After repelling a few more Cougar
attacks, the Raiders secured their 13th
UCT crown.

“The mentality for us is like we
have the drive to want to keep win-
ning it. We don’t want to let go. We
want to keep the title for our team-
mates. We want to keep our legacy

going,” Ley expressed.
“Yes! We want to keep the legacy

going. Like for the girls before us and
the girls for the future as long as it
goes,” Traina added.

“I think every year we come out, we
have to credit it to our coaches, they
help us get to this position. We know
we are not going to get it just by
expecting. We have to put in the work.
That’s something that the people be-
fore us have done and us wanting to
build off of that,” Lyght said.

Since the beginning of the season,
the young Raider squad has come a
long way.

“It’s amazing! We lost 13 seniors
last year and no one really expected
us to come back and be county champs,
so we were just able to prove every-
one wrong. Just because you are
young, that doesn’t mean you can’t
win a county championship,” Lyght
expressed.

“We really did a good job at coming
back and all people thought of us was
we were a really young team and were
not going to be good. But we proved
everyone wrong. Just working together
and working as a team came together.
This was our goal, winning a county
championship. I think we did a really
good job,” Traina said.

“I think even with our lack of expe-
rience and age, we still worked with
our abilities and we worked to bring
each other up, stay motivated and it
came through,” Ley said.

Next on the schedule for the Raid-
ers would be the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Tournament. The
fourth-seeded Raiders hosted North
Hunterdon on October 30 and will
host the winner of fifth-seeded
Piscataway and 12th-seeded JP
Stevens on November 2. The Cou-
gars received the second seed for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament and hosted Orange on Octo-
ber 30. Next would be the winner of
seventh-seeded Mendham and 10th-
seeded Red Bank Regional on No-
vember 2.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 1 2
Cranford 0 0 0

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION
HEARING

SNUFFY PANTAGIS SITE
REDEVELOPMENT STUDY AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plan-
ning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains (the “Planning Board”) will hold a
public hearing on Monday, November 19,
2018 at 8:00 p.m. to discuss and deter-
mine whether the Snuffy Pantagis Rede-
velopment Study Area  (the “Study Area”)
identified as Block 803, Lot 1 should be
determined to be “an area in need of rede-
velopment” under the Local Redevelop-
ment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-
1 et seq. (the “LHRL”). This public hearing
will be held in the Council Chambers in
Town Hall, located at 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

By Resolution No. 2018-118, adopted
on June 19, 2018, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains directed the
Planning Board to conduct a preliminary
investigation in order to determine whether
the Study Area (as referenced above) quali-
fies as an “area in need of redevelopment”.

Please note that a Planning Board de-
termination that the Study Area is an “area
in need of redevelopment” shall not autho-
rize the Township of Scotch Plains to exer-
cise the power of eminent domain to ac-
quire any property within the Study Area.

At the public hearing, the Planning Board
will hear testimony regarding whether or
not the property within the Study Area, or
any part thereof, qualifies as “an area in
need of redevelopment”, and will hear all
others who are interested in or who are
affected by a determination that the prop-
erty within the Study Area is an “area in
need of redevelopment”. Upon completion
of the preliminary investigation, the Plan-
ning Board shall provide its recommenda-
tions to the Township Council.

A preliminary investigation report (in-
cluding maps which depict the Study Area)
which was prepared by Michael Mistretta,
PP, LLA, of Harbor Consultants, Inc. is
available for public inspection during regu-
lar business hours at the office of the
Township Clerk within the Municipal Hall
located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 11/1/18, The Times Fee: $49.47

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

OPERATOR/STATION MAN-
AGER FOR THE TOWNSHIP’S
PUBLIC, EDUCATIONAL AND
GOVERNMENT ACCESS
(PEG) CHANNELS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq., the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains (“Township”) has
issued a “Request for Proposals for an
Operator and Station Manager for the
Township’s Public, Educational and Gov-
ernment Access (PEG) Channels” dated
November 10, 2016 (the “RFP”). This pro-
curement is being undertaken pursuant to
competitive contracting provisions of the
Local Public Contracts Law as specified
under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1(b)(2).

Sealed proposals must be received by
the Township on or before 10:00 a.m.,
prevailing time, on TUESDAY, Novem-
ber 27, 2018.  Proposals must be deliv-
ered to:

Clerk’s Office
Township of Scotch Plains

430 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Proposal documents describing the ser-
vices in detail may be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office, at the above ad-
dress, during regular business hours, 8:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Proposers are required to comply with
the following New Jersey statutes:

P. L. 1977, Chapter 33 (Statement of
Ownership) and P. L. 1975, c.127 (Affir-
mative Action Program, Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity), P.L. 2004, c. 57 (Busi-
ness Registration of Public Contractors),
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
and P.L. 2012, c.25 (Investment Activities
in Iran).

All comments and questions concerning
the RFP must be directed in writing to
Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk, Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, or by
email to blacina@scotchplainsnj.com with
a copy to William Robertson, DiFrancesco,
Bateman, Kunzman,Davis, Lehrer &
Flaum, P.C., 15 Mountain Boulevard,
Warren, New Jersey 07059 email:
wrobertson@newjerseylaw.net.

Each proposer shall submit one (1) origi-
nal and two (2) copies of its proposal, in a
sealed envelope bearing the name of the
proposer and marked:

“OPERATOR/STATION MANAGER
FOR TOWNSHIP PEG CHANNELS”
The Township reserves the right to re-

ject any and all proposals, to waive any
informalities or to accept the proposal that,
in its judgment, shall be determined to be
in the best interest of the Township.  Pro-
posals must be prepared and submitted in
standard proposal form in the manner des-
ignated within the proposal documents.
Alex Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/01/18, The Times Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-009810-18
FILE NO. 25307-18

NOTICE TO REDEEM

ACE PLUS LLC; PLAINTIFF
VS. WILLIAM W. MITCHELL,
JR.; MRS. WILLIAM W.
MITCHELL, JR., WIFE OF WIL-
LIAM W. MITCHELL, JR.; THE
RAMAPO BANK N/K/A VAL-
LEY NATIONAL BANK; FORD
MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY;
OCEAN COUNTY BOARD OF
SOCIAL SERVICES; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: WILLIAM W. MITCHELL, JR.;
MRS. WILLIAM W. MITCHELL, JR., WIFE
OF WILLIAM W. MITCHELL, JR.;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on October 24, 2018, the Superior
Court Fixed  December 24, 2018, or the
next business day, between regular busi-
ness hours, at the office of the Tax Collec-
tor of ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 1291 BLOCK 7 on the tax duplicate
of ELIZABETH. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 13-00254 is
$76,919.11, together with interest from
September 28, 2018 and costs of
$1,274.46.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/01/18, The Leader Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-15

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE III, SECTION 20 OF
CHAPTER 410 “REVISED OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, NEW
JERSEY (1988),” BY AMEND-
ING SCHEDULE XIII AND IN-
CLUDING CERTAIN POR-
TIONS OF ROADWAYS AS
INDICATED IN SECTION 1
BELOW AND DESIGNATING
SAME AS “PARKING PRO-
HIBITED AT ALL TIMES.”

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
October 23, 2018.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/01/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

SPF PAL A & D Qualify
For Football League Playoff
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)

PAL A and D level teams qualified for
the New Jersey Suburban Youth Foot-
ball League playoffs that will begin
this weekend. The Raiders will travel
for both playoff games this Sunday,
November 4. The SPF A team will go
to Somerville and play Somerville
Branchburg at 2 p.m. and the D team
Raiders will take on Summit in Sum-

mit at 10 a.m.
The eighth grade Raiders secured a

berth in the A level playoffs when SPF
defeated Somerset Hills, 22-8, at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High’s Tyson
Field on Sunday, October 28. In the A
level game, the playoff-bound Raid-
ers were led by Joe Kowalczyk, Evan
Harvey and Armani Adams.

Before that game, two local veter-
ans, Alex DePace and Charles Argila,
were honored. They participated in
the pre-game coin toss and they were
handed checks from SPF PAL offi-
cials for donations to the local Ameri-
can Legion and VFW posts. Players,
coaches and cheerleaders gathered
with the two gentlemen during the
pre-game ceremony.

The Raiders D team fell on he road
in Summit, 13-6, but will be heading
to the league playoffs. The D team
Raiders were paced by Aidan Lickman
and Chris Horn in the defeat.

In the other games that were played,
the C team finished its season with a 34-
0 victory over Parsippany and the SPF
B team concluded the year with a 27-13
setback to Parsippany. Ryan Watt, Jacob
Handy, Reymord Facenda and John
Boyle were the stalwarts for the C team
Raiders in the victory, while Aidan
Fairweather and Anthony Romano
starred for the B team in the loss.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PHYSICAL STRUGGLE AT THE UCT GIRLS SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP...Raider co-captain Maggie Traina, No. 13,
spots the ball after a scramble with Cougar junior attacker Maggie Murray during the UCT championship game at Kean
University in Union on October 26. Sophomore Corinne Lyght scored a pair of goals to give the Raiders a 2-0 victory.

Probitas Verus Honos

Soccer Raiders Defeat
Union City Boys, 3-1
Alvaro Furfaro, Jon Koseoglu and

Tom Rodrigues each scored a goal to
earn the 17-0-2 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team a 3-1 victory over Union City in
Scotch Plains on October 23. Mike
Ferraro had a pair of assists and Adam
Weiner had one assist. Jose Contreros
scored for Union City.
Union City 1 0 1
Sc Pl-Fanwood 2 1 3

Soccer Cougars Peel
Orange Boys, 6-0

Kevin O’Donovan netted a pair of
goals to lead the 8-11 Cranford High
School boys soccer team to a 6-0
shutout of Orange in Cranford on
October 25. James Coleman had a
goal and an assist, while Andrew
Lahrheim, Drew Patterson and Chris
Rehbein each scored once. Brian
Nigro, Kevin Donovan and Mike
Carracino each added an assist.
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Westfield Area Homes by Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi  |  twitter @homeswestfield 209 Central Avenue, Westfield Office: 908-233-5555

Cell: 908-787-5990

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

TheIsoldiCollection.com #LoveWhereYouLive

3 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield

$5,000,000 | 6 Bedrooms | 5.2 Baths

200 Woodland Avenue, Westfield

$4,995,000 | 7 Bedrooms | 8.4 Baths

101 Gold Edge Drive, Westfield

$2,500,000 | 6 Bedrooms | 5.3 Baths

512 Colonial Avenue, Westfield

$1,750,000 | 5 Bedrooms | 5.1 Baths

Blue Devils Win UCT Boys, Girls X-C Crowns
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

wanted to stick with my team and
make sure we did the best we could to
have our best shot at winning this
thing. We really gave it our all today,”
Salz said.

Blue Devil Grace Morgan was just
one second behind a Viking to cross
eighth at 19:47.

“I was trying to run a PR because I
had a rough season. The last few
weeks have been hard for me. Last

year I ran a little faster. But I tried to
beat the UC [Viking] girl at the end
but she ended up getting me at the last
second,” Morgan said.

Blue Devils Caroline Collins at
20:03, Grace Endy at 20:06 and Eliza-
beth Bielen at 20:07 finished 11-14-

15. Raider Sara Greene finished 16th
at 20:12, followed by Cranford Cou-
gar Lindsay Aschmies at 20:13, and
Blue Devil Brianna Hatch finished
19th at 20:19.

The Blue Devil JV boys dusted the
field, capturing the first six spots plus
grabbing the 8-9-10 spots to total 15
points. Summit was second at 49 and
the Raiders were third at 98. Cooper
Brennan and Aidan Kilbourn finished

1-2 with respective times of 17:05.
Ronnie Melao at 17:14, Alex Maurillo
at 17:20, Kurt Hu at 17:21 and James
Peretz at 17:25 captured the 3 through
6 spots. Roberto Panora at 17:43,
Thomas Chen at 17:44 and Spencer
Harding at 17:45 finished 8-9-10.

Union Catholic won the girls JV
race by one point over the Blue Dev-
ils with a total of 27 to 28. Cranford
took fourth at 132. Viking Jenna Keith
finished first with a time of 20:33.
Blue Devil Molly Stogner finished
second at 20:38. Blue Devils Natalia
Vollaro at 21:00, Madeleine Learner
at 21:17, Ava Maurillo at 21:41 and
Paige Radice at 21:45 finished 4-5-7-
10, while Julia Csorba at 21:59 and

Julia Burk at 22:13 finished 12-16.
In the two-mile freshman boys race,

Union Catholic won easily with a total
of 16, while Cranford took second at
68 and the Raiders placed fourth at
106. The Vikings captured the 1-2-3-5
and 7 spots. Raider Jack Eckstine fin-
ished eighth at 14:07, followed by
Cougars Bryan Cohen at 14:08 and
Liam O’Donnell at 14:10. Blue Devil
Josh Pinkhasor placed 12th at 14:14.
Cougar Brian Readie finished 16th at
14:25 and Raider Jacob Kanterman
finished 19th at 14:51, followed by
Cougar Matt McCarthy also at 14:51.

The freshmen Blue Devil girls took
top honors with a total of 25 but were
closely trailed by the Cougars with a
total of 32. Cougar Catherine Anton
crossed first with a time of 15:56,
followed by Blue Devils Kaity Bai at
16:01, Samantha Katz at 16:03 and
Amelia Golub at 16:09. Cougars
Maggie Furer at 16:12 and Mia Alvarez
at 16:17 finished 6-7. Blue Devil
Victoria Vaca at 17:17 placed 10th and
Cougar Ines Miguel finished 11th at
17:21. Blue Devils Sam Smith at 17:39,
Matti Horn at 17:42, Rachel Jones at
17:43 and Molly Reilly also at 17:43
finished 13-14-15-16.

Chiefs Wear Down Blue Devil Gridders, 26-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

and added 19 total yards on 13 carries
in the second half. Junior running
back Nick Martini carried 12 times
for 36 yards in the first half and 10
times for 36 yards in the second half
for 72 yards. Quarterback Hank
Shapiro had a two-yard carry in the
first half but was sacked three times in
the second half for minus 17 yards.
Shapiro completed six of 18 passes
for 45 yards. Griffin Rooney had two
receptions for 21 yards, Tommy Norris
had two receptions for 10 yards, co-
captain Emmett Smith had an 11-yard
reception and Martini had a three-
yard reception.

Defensively, junior defensive end
Colin Freer batted down three of
Hatcher’s pass attempts, one being on
a two-point conversion attempt, and
was involved in numerous tackles as
was defensive linemen Declan
McCauley, Jon Heard, Matt O’Connor
and co-captain Noah Levy, along with
linebackers Will Kessler, Reid
Colwell and Dan Shakal. McCauley
even got down field quickly on a punt
to squash the Piscataway return man
at his own 16-yard line. Co-captain/
defensive back Jordan Simpson re-
ally got down field quickly on a punt
to down the ball at the Chiefs’ one-
yard line.

Colwell knocked down a pass on
third down to force the Chiefs to punt
on their first possession but the Blue
Devils had to do the same then
Bellamy returned the punt to midfield,
setting the Chiefs in great field posi-
tion. On the Chiefs’ fourth play,
Hatcher connected with Marcel
Walker for 21 yards, placing the ball
on the Westfield five-yard line. Three
plays later Jackson scored from a
yard out with 2:39 left in the first
quarter to give the Chiefs a 7-0 lead.

The Blue Devils had a great oppor-
tunity to knot the score when receiver
Jacob Saltzer was wide open down
the right-center of the field but
Shapiro’s pass was just beyond his
fingertips. The drive was then halted
when Khristian Hernandez inter-
cepted Shapiro’s pass at the three-
yard line and returned it to the 13.
Westfield’s defense still had energy
and later forced the Chiefs to punt
where the Blue Devils had fine field
position at their own 43. Unfortu-
nately for the Blue Devils, they went
nowhere and punted to the 16 where
McCauley made an immediate tackle.

With the help of a 33-yard recep-
tion by Bellamy, the Chiefs got a first
down at the Westfield 23 but the
Blue Devils’ defense held to keep the

score at 7-0.
Both defenses ruled throughout the

third quarter then early in the fourth
quarter the Blue Devils were forced
to punt and Simpson downed the
booming punt at the Piscataway one.
Fatigue began to take its toll on the
Blue Devils’ defense. On the fifth
straight running play, Jackson found
a seam and slanted left for his 68-
yard touchdown with 9:07 left on the
clock. Simpson and Rooney blocked
the point after attempt and the Chiefs
led 13-0.

After the Chiefs’ defense delivered
their third sack of Shapiro, the Blue
Devils had to punt from their own 17-
yard line and the ball rolled out at the
Piscataway 48-yard line. Seven run-
ning plays and one incomplete pass
later the Chiefs had the ball on the
Westfield two where Jackson slipped
in for the touchdown with 3:06 re-
maining. Freer batted down the two-
point conversion pass attempt.

Inability to move the ball resulted
in another Blue Devil punt. This time
the Chiefs took over at their own 39-
yard line and it took only one play for
Jackson to sprint past the defense for
his 61-yard touchdown gallop.
Piscataway   7   0   0 19 26
Westfield   0   0   0   0 0

Field Hockey Blue Devils Blank East Brunswick

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST WAITING FOR THE BLAST...The Raider girls prepare for the blast of the starters’ gun at the Union County
Tournament cross-country championship at Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 24.

Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTING AWAY THE PASS...Blue Devil Reid Colwell, No. 23, bats away the pass intended for Piscataway Chief Joe
Bellamy, No. 2, during “Senior Day” at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTACKING THE GOAL...Blue Devils Liz Healy, left, and LJ Kehler, No. 19,
attack the East Brunswick goal on October 26. Westfield won 4-0.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/25/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018–909
amending (Resolution No 2018-689)
AWARDED TO: CME Associates, of

Parlin, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide additional

On-Call Environmental Engineering Ser-
vices

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$40,000.00. for a new contract amount not
to exceed $70,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/1/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/25/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-924
AWARDED TO: Medcom, Birming-

ham, Alabama
SERVICE: to provide Retiree Benefit

Billing Services and COBRA Administra-
tion Services

PERIOD: November 1, 2018- October
31, 2019

COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$36,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/1/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/25/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-905
AWARDED TO: The Musial Group,

Mountainside, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Conceptual

Design Services for the proposed con-
struction of a new Union County Fire Train-
ing Academy Building and parking lots to
be located at the existing site on Lower
Road in Linden, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$26,663.00.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/1/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/25/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-899
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Bridgeway Rehabilitation Services

$139,853.00
CURA, Inc. $59,933.00
New Hope Foundation $180,837.00
Organization for Recovery $15,919.00
Prevention Links $127,942.00
PROCEED $109,994.00
Trinitas  RMC $111,113.00
Turning Point $159,838.00
SERVICE: for the provision of preven-

tion education/early intervention and treat-
ment programs for medically indigent resi-
dents of Union County

PERIOD: January1, 2019 - December
31, 2019

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$905,429.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/1/18, The Leader Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/25/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-895
amending (Resolution No. 2018-870)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICE: to provide services to Union

County residents 60 years of age or older
and/or their caregivers

PERIOD: January 1, 2018- December
31, 2018

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$1,275.00 for a new grand total not to
exceed $5,132,687.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/1/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/25/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-897
AWARDED TO: Dr. W. Awais Sethi,

MD, Sethi Psychiatric Associates, LLC,
Millburn, New Jersey

SERVICES TO:  to provide professional
Psychiatric Services to the patients of the
Cornerstone Behavioral Health Hospital of
Union County

PERIOD: November 1, 2018- Decem-
ber 31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$291,662.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/1/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/25/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-927
AWARDED TO: Palumbo, Renaud &

DeAppolonio of Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  special counsel to rep-

resent the County of Union and Union
County Department of Human Services in
the matter entitled Susan Pearl & Cynthia
Pisano v. County of Union and Union
County Department of Human Services

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/1/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

CLASSIFIEDS

This Year’s BOE Ballot Will Look A
Bit Differently Than In The Past

My name is Mark Friedman and I am a
former two-term school board member in
Westfield. I am writing today to demon-
strate my support for incumbents Gretchan
Ohlig, Robert Garrison and Charles
Ostroff. Please vote for them on Tuesday,
November 6 so they can continue to work
on behalf of all of the residents of
Westfield.

This year’s ballot will look a bit differ-
ently than in the past. The rules are the
same. You can vote for up to three candi-
dates. You choose them all individually,
not as part of any ticket, so although you
will see columns on the ballot, you do not
need to choose a column in its entirety.

During my terms on the board, I
watched Gretchen, Rob and Charles par-
ticipate in the tough decisions that some-
times need to be made. They have done
so, only after gathering as much informa-
tion as possible, listening to the various
points of view and then being decisive in
their conviction.

The role of a board member is to gov-
ern and set policy. The role is not to run
the district, as new candidates often be-
lieve. You are there to establish new
policy, if necessary, and to insure that the
administration is adhering to the policies
that have been established. You are there
to provide support and guidance for the
administration, but also to challenge,
where necessary and not just because you
can.

One of the most significant criteria of
serving is being able to establish strong
trust between the administration and the
board. I am highly confident, having seen
them first-hand, that the working rela-
tionship between the incumbents and the
administration is quite strong. Without
this trust, the free flow of information
from the administration to the board sim-
ply will not happen, which in turn makes
moving the district forward, even more
difficult.

If you are not aware, here are some
accomplishments of the current board on
which, Ohlig, Garrison and Ostroff par-

ticipate.
Under the leadership of board mem-

bers and the business administrator, they
instituted a culture of fiscal responsibility
in recognition that our taxpayers fund
almost all, 93 percent, of our $106 mil-
lion budget. Over the last six years, the
reserves that a district can maintain has
grown dramatically, which has allowed
the district to undertake a number of
capital projects, both big and small, with-
out asking the taxpayers for additional
money. They have self-insured health
insurance to minimize health insurance
increases and the corresponding impact
on the budget.

With respect to curriculum, our in-
structional technology program has been
called “a model of education” by officials
from the NJDOE. As part of the ambi-
tious technology initiative, not only has
the board invested in hardware, software,
and the development of a new website,
but they created Master Tech teacher
positions so that our teachers have sup-
port when infusing the technology into
their lessons. They have also implemented
new language arts and science curricula
and expanded STEM opportunities.

With respect to safety and security,
they have engaged school security ex-
perts to examine each of our facilities
and our procedures for school emergen-
cies. They have invested funds to make
changes at buildings (i.e. replacing all
doors in the school over the next two
summers) and have funded two addi-
tional school resource officers at the
intermediate schools. They have updated
our procedures and administrators and
meet regularly with staff to review. They
have created a crisis communication plan
so that we are consistent in our commu-
nication of incidents to parents – reduce
stress on parents and set expectation so
we do not have parents driving to schools
that are on lock down and creating addi-
tional issues.

I should also point out that Gretchan
Ohlig is the current board president and
in that role, she has conducted herself
with poise and great confidence as a
leader. She is the conduit between the
administration, the board and the staff.
She has served on just about all of the
committees that make up the board.
Charles Ostroff is the current chairman of
the finance committee, a position that he
took on after I left the board. By all
indications, Charles is continuing on the
strong foundation that I believe we built
during my six years. Robert Garrison is
the chairman of the legislation committee
and sits on the finance and negotiations
committee. Although there is always more
to learn, by virtue of the fact that they all
have three years or more of experience,
this will allow the board to continue to
function, immediately, at 100 percent
capacity.

Please join me in supporting Ohlig,
Garrison and Ostroff on Tuesday, No-
vember 6.

Mark Friedman
Westfield

Bondarowicz, Dalvi, and Kowalczyk
The Bold Leadership SP Needs

Salvage What Is Left Of Garwood,
Vote Ileen Cuccaro, For Mayor

My most recent years on council
were an eye opening experience. It was
almost three years exactly that I partici-
pated in the debate, which I was tickled
pink to do. This year, I am sorry to say,
I had a very scary medical emergency
and could not partake, for this I am very
sorry, because I found it very enjoyable
the first time. Unfortunately, some
things in life we have no control over
and again for this I am sorry that I could
not get out and knock on doors more as
I did the first time I ran.

A short time after this debate, we
were very excited to learn that we were
elected to the Garwood council, you
could not wipe the perpetual smile off
my face. I could finally do something
for the people, as no one helped my
parents when my father was taxed out
of his house after my Mom passed
away. All these elected officials kept
doing was raising the taxes over and
over, non-stop for 17 years.

For three years, I tried while the
smile slowly dimmed, as I watched the
other party have secret meetings in
conference rooms and not include any-
one else, almost every council meeting
this was going on as I always got there
early to make sure I had my reports
done and make sure I did not miss
anything. Heck, we were not even in-
cluded to decorate for the holiday; I
had to just show up.

So when the other party keeps in-
sinuating that they want to work to-
gether they are fabricating or lying
whichever you prefer.

I witnessed Todisco take over liter-
ally all committees; the over stepping
behavior amazed me. All they have
been working on for the past few years
was how to take over the town in six
easy steps. And make no mistake, that
is their intention. They don’t just want
mayor and council; they want district
leaders and Democratic chair. Why you
may ask, well that is so she can further
her political career. It is not about the
voters of Garwood but the vote, plain
and simple.

If the John F. Kennedy part of the
Democratic Party in Garwood allow
this to happen, you will never have a
shot at anything else in town. You will
have an activist attorney and a candi-
date who switched parties because he
knows how hard it is for a Republican
to get in and of course a mayor with an
overreaching overwhelming arm that
has barely lived her life.

And please let us dispel the lawsuit
myth, it was the proudest moment of
my life, four people were involved in
this travesty. This is the problem;
Garwood has incestuous cronyism per-
meating its very core. The planning
board approved this nine-townhouse
complex in a residential zone in one
night.

The previous owner of the property
tried for 20 years and was not approved
for anything. Until the town said they
would approve three single-family
homes, ha, I have to laugh that is when
the current owner purchased it.

Time to diversify the appointed offi-
cials of the planning board. People
should not be on there for 15 years all
with the same ideology. And just for the
record, the same person that owns the
townhouse property also purchased a
property on South Avenue with a deed
restriction and the restriction was re-
moved, amazing. Also, for the record,
the lawsuit we had was only approved
at the appeal level, we won the other
two in the courts. And I have to say they
have made my life miserable all for
trying to fight for my neighbors on the
north side of Garwood.

The dirty politics in Garwood must
end, and the time when the people that
know someone get something when
others wait forever and get nothing
must end. One person controlling ev-
erything must not start. It is the last
chance for Garwood; everyone can help;
Get out and Vote!!

At the end of the day, Garwood will
get exactly what they voted for.

I have seen what that is for my three
years on council. Everything I have
brought to council was brought from
actual residents and took forever to
pass, everything the opposing party
wanted, and it was usually spending
money, was passed right away.

My parents raised five children here. I
raised one son; a total of 50 years. Never
did I think to see the day where I actually
see how the town has been run and it is
very sad. And this is just the beginning!!

People are mad because they were
sued for the right reason, the DEM4
Garwood crew don’t care about anything
except the left wing of their party. So
basically all the middle folks will be left
out. There is only one way to vote this
year to salvage what is left of Garwood.

Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro, for Mayor
Stephanie Bianco and Sal Piarullo for

Garwood Council

Scotch Plains has a big decision to
make this coming Tuesday, November
6: Keep the momentum of the last two
years going by electing Bondarowicz,
Dalvi, and Kowalczyk or return to the
lackluster past.

Andrew Bondarowicz, Sonali Dalvi
and Jeff Kowalczyk have the leader-
ship necessary to successfully rede-
velop our downtown to meet our court-
ordered affordable-housing require-
ments, create a vibrant downtown to
sustain our businesses, and most im-
portantly give us the tools to ease our
residential tax burden.

However, they bring so much more.
Andrew will help improve and ex-

pand our recreation programs. As the
president of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Soccer Association, he knows our fields
inside and out, and he is committed to
expanding their usage and improving
maintenance on them.

Sonali is a new citizen and architec-
tural designer by trade. In addition to
being a great resource for our down-
town redevelopment project, she wants
to work with our town government
departments to improve efficiency and
cut waste. She plans to reach out to

other women in town to give them
more of a voice in their town’s govern-
ment.

Jeff has a passion for helping people.
His family business, Connections Per-
sonnel, has been in downtown Scotch
Plains since 1992. In addition to his
daily business of finding people jobs,
he is working with local groups to
address critical mental wellness issues
like bullying and suicide. Jeff will be
key to organizing and expanding the
town’s mental wellness programs in
coordination with other local organiza-
tions.

They will all continue the fiscal re-
sponsibility of the last two years by
cutting expenses while improving town
services.

They all have children who are cur-
rently going through the school system
or have graduated from it. They all pay
property taxes. They know and love
this town and want to see it move
forward economically and socially.

Please vote for Andrew, Sonali, and
Jeff to continue to move our town for-
ward.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

I Will Be Supporting Ileen Cuccaro
For Mayor Of The Boro Of Garwood

Vote And Re-Elect The Incumbents
For The Westfield BOE

This Is Not How Campaigns Should Be
Run, We Can And Must Be Better

We moved to Garwood only last year
from neighboring Westfield so the cur-
rent campaign is one of our first expe-
riences with an election in Garwood.
Over the past few months, we have
received campaign literature from both
sides as have all Garwood residents.
We write this letter now to express our
absolute dismay at the extreme nega-
tive tone of the Republican campaign
over the past several weeks.

There are almost no words to de-
scribe what they say in their campaign
literature — that Sara Todisco has “re-
sorted to Smears, Lies and Fear…” a
reference to an “allegedly corrupt sys-
tem,” that the Todisco campaign is sup-
ported and funded by a “Far-Left Hate
Group,” and more. No facts — just
accusations and conclusions.

And we haven’t even mentioned Ms.
Cuccaro’s distribution to the entire com-
munity of a letter sent to her by a citizen
— we understand well over a year ago
— asking her help for the council to
make Garwood a sanctuary city, some-
thing which has not happened and
which is not even in the Democrats’
platform. Certainly that citizen never
expected her letter to be given to all
Garwood residents. That is not fair.

The Republican literature says noth-
ing about what the Republicans would
actually be able to accomplish if elected.
We could not find a website for the
campaign, but their Facebook page has
the same very negative tone. All of this
is completely consistent with what we
observed at the council candidates’ fo-
rum recently held at The Pointe — the
Democrats gave measured responses
to questions in a good tone, while the
Republicans made accusations. The re-
mark we won’t forget is that Republi-
cans and Democrats have to work to-
gether (a good thing, obviously) so
vote Republican because if the two
Democrats win there will only be one
Republican on the council so the Re-
publicans will not have enough people
on the council for the parties to be able
to “work together.” We thought we
were trying to elect the best people.
Particularly because of what is going
on now in our country, the Garwood
Republicans’ conduct in this election is
very regrettable. This is not how cam-
paigns should be run. We can and must
be better than this.

Stephen and Bettye Barcan
Garwood

As Westfield residents for over 40
years and retired from long, successful
careers as educators in the Westfield
School District, we believe it is neces-
sary for us to speak out and express our
support to reelect Gretchan Ohlig in
Column 2 and Robert Garrison and
Charles Ostroff in Column 3 for three
seats to the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion.

Having attended a Candidates’ Night
and listening closely to all six candi-
dates share their responses to the ques-
tions posed, there are some pressing
issues that everyone in Westfield needs
to be aware of when they go to the
ballot box on Tuesday, November 6.

1. Gretchan Ohlig, Robert Garrison,
and Charles Ostroff understand that a
board of education is about listening to
people and making difficult decisions
that are in the best interest of a majority
of our stakeholders. Sometimes those
decisions may not be popular, but these
three individuals take the advice of our
administrators to make sure our com-
munity is well informed and have helped
support policies and curricula that con-
tinue to make Westfield School Dis-
trict a shining emblem of public educa-
tion

2. The board of education in our
town has always been a group of nine
dedicated individuals whose only con-
cern was what was best for our children
and schools. Political agendas and bloc
voting have no place on our board of
education.

3. We have concerns regarding Den-
nis Cariello, one of the candidates on

Column 1. As indicated in his candi-
date statement, he lives in town but
chooses to send his children to Holy
Trinity, a private school. While not a
disqualifier, it raises this question for
us: How do you advocate for public
education without any direct knowl-
edge about the culture and challenges
of the public school district? 4. When
the candidates were asked about their
support for charter schools and the
concept of school choice relative to our
town, the answers from all of the chal-
lengers in Column 1 provided an inter-
esting amalgamation of, “Not needed
in Westfield” while, at the same time,
endorsing the concept. This is some-
thing we find especially disturbing since
Mr. Cariello’s background is in helping
to build and create charter schools in
urban settings and supporting for-profit
colleges.

We want to elect members to the
board of education who are there to
support our schools 100 percent  — no
reservations or qualifiers

Again, we take tremendous pride in
our Westfield School District as our
children have graduated and gone on to
be successful adults and our grandchil-
dren continue to benefit from the ex-
cellent schools here in town. We be-
lieve that we can continue in that proud
tradition by reelecting Gretchan Ohlig
on Column 2 and Robert Garrison and
Charles Ostroff in Column 3.

Karen Stark
Robert Hild

Westfield

On February, 2014, a very poorly
written ordinance submitted to the
mayor and council of the Boro of
Garwood was hastily pushed thru de-
spite resident input during the February
11, 2014 council meeting. Ordinance
14-03 was put in place to prevent cor-
ner property owners in Garwood from
erecting a non-picket fence, above four
feet, past the cornerstone of the main
structure on their property.

Why would an ordinance such as this
be imposed upon corner property own-
ers and taxpayers? The sad reason is
that one or two members of the Boro of
Garwood planning board did not like

the visuals. The concern should have
actually been for the safety and privacy
of the corner property owner.

Ordinance 14-03 was eventually
amended, however, only for corner
properties having a swimming pool.
Corner property owners who did not
have a swimming pool on their proper-
ties were not permitted anything more
than a picket type fence, no more than
four feet in height. No “grandfather
clause” was put into place either to
protect those corner property owners
who had an existing six-foot fence on
their property.

Prior to Ileen Cuccaro being elected
to council in 2016, any further adjust-
ment to this ordinance fell on deaf ears.
Councilwoman Cuccaro reintroduced
the ordinance to be adjusted for all
corner property owners, not only cor-
ner property owners with swimming
pools. Despite many roadblocks and
time delays, Councilwoman Cuccaro
never gave up on adjusting this ordi-
nance. She refused to allow this ordi-
nance to remain an issue for corner
property owners. Her tenacity and abil-
ity to follow thru with this issue even-
tually led to the reversal of this ordi-
nance for all corner property owners.

I would like to also give credit to the
other members of council for their vote
in reversing ordinance 14-03, however,
had it not been for the initial efforts put
forth directly by Councilwoman
Cuccaro, all corner property owners
would today be facing the loss of their
rights upon their corner properties.

As I believe that actions speak louder
than words, I will be supporting Ileen
Cuccaro for mayor of the Boro of
Garwood during the upcoming 2018
election.

Cheryl Niedermaier
Garwood

Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003498

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009674-18

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON TRUST, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE
TO CITIBANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR BEAR
STREANS ASSET BACKED SECURITIES I
TRUST 2006-HE3, ASSET- BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2006-HE3

VS.
Defendant: PAUL CHARLES A/K/A PAUL S.

CHARLES; ARLENE T. CHARLES A/K/A
ARLENE CHARLES; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 11/14/2018
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Forty-
Three Thousand Four Hundred Thirty and 32/
100*** $643,430.32.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 11, Block 12301 f/k/a Lot 5, Block
314.C.

Commonly known as 9 Manitou Way, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
206 x 144 x 237 x 47 x 22 x 148.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the south-
westerly line of Manitou Way, 837 feet from the
northerly sideline of Raritan Road.

The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifty-Eight Thou-
sand Three Hundred Sixteen and 66/100***
$658,316.66 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 10/18, 10/25, 11/01
& 11/08/18 Fee: $197.88

The Murder Of
Worshippers

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association of Westfield strongly con-
demns the murder of worshippers at
the Tree of Life synagogue in Pitts-
burgh on Saturday, October 27. We
stand shoulder to shoulder with our
friends at Temple Emanu-El and
across the country as we all absorb
the pain of this hateful act as well as
the racist murder of African-Ameri-
can shoppers in Kentucky and the
attempted assassinations of two
former United States presidents and
others this week. We call on those in
power in this country to address these
situations and take action. We call on
ourselves, and like-minded individu-
als, to, in Dr. King’s words, “build
dikes of courage to hold back the
flood of fear” and to remember that:
“The hope of a secure and livable
world lies with the disciplined non-
conformists who are dedicated to jus-
tice, peace and brotherhood.” We
stand with you.

Elizabeth Wolf
President

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association of Westfield

COOK NEEDED

Cook wanted  for a non-profit
organization in Westfield,
preparing approximately 60 meals
per day. Semi-home style cooking.
Part-time Mon-Fri 8:30am - 11am

 Please call (908) 233-6146
or email

mobilemealswestfield@hotmail.com

GILLETTE ESTATE SALE

16 Hamilton Road
Sat. 11/3 &Sun. 11/4

10am to 3pm
Old Town Canoe, Dressers, Beds,
Tables, Chairs, Sofas, Lamps,
Rocking Chairs, China, Glass,
Drafting Table, Desks, Shelves,
Lamps, Artwork, Military Uniforms,
Pipes, Lighters, Books, Records,
Camera, Clocks, Trunks,
Suitcases, Radios, Phones, Sleds,
Bicycles, Tools & More! For info &
pics DovetailsUSA.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

BOE Cands.’ Night  on Channel 36
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Board

of Education Candidates’ Night, spon-
sored by the Parent Teacher Council, is
now available to view in its entirety in the
board election folder on the Westfield
Public Schools website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

The Candidates’ Night recording also
will air on Blue Devil Television Chan-
nel 36 through November 7 on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays at 11 a.m., 1
p.m., 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. On Sundays, it
will be shown at 1 p.m.

The following Westfield residents have

declared their candidacy for three seats
on the board of education: Dennis
Cariello, Simon Cirasa, Robert Garrison,
Gretchan Ohlig, Tara Oporto, and Charles
Ostroff. The election will be held this
Tuesday, November 6.

Due to a change in New Jersey
school election law, this year’s ballot
for the November 6 election will con-
tain columns with some candidates
bracketed together. Voters can choose
up to three candidates individually
and do not need to select a column in
its entirety.
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Thursday, October 18, Jeremy
Siegel, 23, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an active traffic warrant
from Westfield pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at East South and Cen-
tral Avenues. Siegel was later trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on
$89 cash bail.

Sunday, October 21, Ibraheem
Steen, 27, of Newark was arrested at
the Newark Police Department on
two warrants. One was a traffic war-
rant from Newark, in the amount of
$500, and the other was a criminal
warrant from Westfield, in the amount
of $1,500. Steen was processed and
later transported to the Union County
jail as a result of not posting bail.

Sunday, October 21, Fred Antoine,
25, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was arrested
on a criminal warrant from East
Brunswick pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at East South and Central
Avenues. He was then transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released after posting
$500 cash bail.

FANWOOD
Thursday, October 25, Sergio

Flores, 30, of Newark was arrested
pursuant to a police field investiga-
tion of an individual on the 2 block of
South Avenue. A check of this person
showed active warrants out of
Fanwood and Springfield. Flores was
processed and held pending his court
appearance.

Friday, October 26, Elliott
Collymore, 60, of Plainfield was ar-
rested pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at Terrill Road and East 2nd
Street for a motor vehicle violation. A
check of the driver showed an active
warrant out of Lawrence Township.
The driver was processed and re-
leased by Lawrence Township Mu-
nicipal Court.

Saturday, October 27, Tymyaun
Webb, Jr., 28, of North Brunswick was
arrested pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on the 180 block of South Avenue
for a motor vehicle violation. While
the officer was speaking with the driver
to gather information, the driver gave
the officer false information. Webb
was placed under arrest and charged
with hindering one’s apprehension
because the driver had numerous out-
standing warrants. He was released to
the South Plainfield Police Depart-
ment pending his court appearance.
Other municipalities that had active
warrants are South River, Highland
Park, Plainfield and Newark.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, October 22, two residents

of the 2300 block of Mountain Av-
enue reported the theft of bicycles
from the property. The bikes were
located a short time later in the area of
Bird Avenue. The matter is under

investigation.
Tuesday, October 23, a business on

the 1700 block of East Second Street
reported an incident of criminal mis-
chief. The owner reported damage to
a door in the rear of the building.

Saturday, October 27, a resident of
the 1400 block of Martine Avenue
reported a motor vehicle burglary that
occurred overnight. The vehicle was
left unlocked and miscellaneous items
were taken from it.

Monday, October 29, Royland An-
gus, 27, of Irvington was arrested on
a charge of possession of marijuana
and on an outstanding warrant out of
Roselle Park during a suspicious-per-
son call. Angus was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

CRANFORD
Sunday, October 21, Gabriel Pinho,

19, of Colonia was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. The arrest
was the result of a motor vehicle stop
on Centennial Avenue at the intersec-
tion of the Garden State Parkway 136
Exchange for a seatbelt violation.
Pinho was processed and provided
with a Municipal Court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for careless driv-
ing, a seatbelt violation and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, October 23, Anthony
Caro, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue East and John Street
for failing to signal a turn. Caro was
processed and provided with a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for failing to signal a turn
and possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Friday, October 26, Hesham Elsisi,
28, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS),
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Centennial Avenue at
the intersection of Raritan Road for a
brake lamp out. Elsisi was charged
with possession of suspected crystal
methamphetamine and marijuana lo-
cated inside the vehicle. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a state Su-
perior Court appearance date. In ad-
dition, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for maintenance of lamps

and possession of a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

Saturday, October 27, Lamin
Conteh, 20, of Asbury Park was ar-
rested and charged with distribution
of a CDS, possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. The arrest was
the result of a motor vehicle stop at
Raritan Road and Moen Avenue for
failing to observe a red traffic signal.
Conteh was processed and provided
with a state Superior Court appear-
ance date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for failing
to observe a red traffic signal, driving
with a suspended license, obstructing
traffic, careless driving, improper

mirrors, not having a valid insurance
card in his possession and possession
of a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Monday, October 29, Edgardo
Lopez, 19, of Carteret and Ciara Ro-
man, 20, of Elizabeth were arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South
Union Avenue and Lincoln Avenue
East for failing to observe a red traffic
signal. Following an investigation at
the scene, police arrested the driver
and passenger, Lopez and Roman,
respectively, for suspected marijuana
located inside the vehicle. They were
both processed and provided with
Municipal Court appearance dates.
In addition, the driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for failing
to observe a red traffic signal, care-
less driving and possession of a CDS
in a motor vehicle.

Garwood Board Continues
Review of Redevelopment
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The planning board
continued its review October 24 of
the South Avenue II redevelopment
site plan. Russo Development’s at-
torney, Christopher Minks, said Russo
is proposing an 11-unit reduction,
while proposing a five-bedroom in-
crease.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser said
after reviewing all materials from the
last two meetings, which included
over five hours of testimony, the board
will provide commentary and a final
vote at its next meeting.

Mr. Minks said the bedroom mix
will include two-studio apartments,
136 one-bedroom apartments, 143
two-bedroom apartments and six
three-bedroom apartments. He said
the demand for single-bedroom apart-
ments or studio apartments is much
less in the area.

Mr. Minks said the two-bedroom
demand is driven by empty-nesters,
which he defined as individuals whose
children live out of state. The second
bedroom could be used for their chil-
dren to sleep in when they return to
New Jersey to visit their parents, stated
Mr. Minks.

Another demographic driving the
two-bedroom demand is “young pro-
fessionals” who work from home,
stated Mr. Minks. He said these pro-
fessionals could use the second bed-
room as a home office.

Mr. Minks said no three-bedroom
units will be added or changed from
the previous bedroom mix. The re-
duction would decrease the total
affordability housing by one unit, but
he said the required affordable unit
amount will be met.

Russo Development’s traffic expert
and professional planner, Chris Olivo,
stated that his firm will utilize the
smart-parking systems in the South
Avenue redevelopment parking garage
to monitor traffic patterns benefiting
future traffic alterations and consider-
ations. Mr. Olivo said after studying
traffic congestion, assuming the South
Avenue II development was never built
compared to traffic assumptions after
the development is constructed, would
render a negligible impact.

Mr. Olivo said the already con-
gested intersection in front of Kings
Supermarket would go from an E
rating to an F rating on a scale of A to
F. Mr. Minks stated that the borough
could work with Union County and
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation to alleviate future conges-
tion if need be or as road alterations
are needed.

Mr. Olivo said his studies and pro-
jections are assuming the develop-
ment is fully rented, accounting for
peak hours when traffic is assumed to
be the highest or the most trips are
created.

Fire Department Chief Allan
Tweedle said he wanted the planning
process to consider that New Jersey
law does not prohibit a car from block-
ing a fire truck. Chief Tweedle said
currently it is difficult for the Garwood
Fire Department to respond to calls
because cars often block the drive-
way or will turn into the driveway
attempting to avoid the fire truck leav-
ing the firehouse.

Chief Tweedle said the fire depart-
ment has more than 50 firefighters
who will have to park their cars at
varying times.

Mr. Minks said the 18 additional or
municipal spaces may be best if des-
ignated for the municipality only.
Originally, the spaces would be
granted to the public and designated
for municipal use, stated Mr. Minks.

Mr. Minks said “a clear consoli-
dated unfenced parking lot” with 17
parking spaces  allocated for munici-
pal use may be in the borough’s best
interest.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said the
lot adjacent to the fire department
could hold 60 cars or so, assuming
pre-development conditions.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said he believed the 156
parking spaces detailed in the site
plan would be “more than enough.”
Mr. Nierstedt said he would like to
see more open space provided at the
South Avenue II location. The open
space described includes room for
“children to play” or a bench for
residents or pedestrians to sit.

Planning Board member Michael
Vena said he does not believe the
development will equate to many fami-
lies moving into Garwood or children
to utilize a swing set or park benches.
Mr. Vena said when he raised his chil-
dren he had to take them to the park.

Mr. Olivo agreed with Mr. Vena’s
statement, as two parks exist within
several miles from the redevelopment
site.

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/bulletin

OOpen House Sunday, November 4th 1-4 

 

 For additional information or a private   tour, please  call:    

 

- 

ol.Tener@cbmoves.com 

 

Westfield-West  600 North Avenue West, Westfield   908-233-0065  

 

 

  

Exquisitely cra ed luxury and natural beauty. Perfectly 

nestled on a beau fully landscaped half acre in “Indian 

Forest”. Rich millwork, beau ful architectural detail, 

upscale finishes and neutral pale e are evident in  

every room, including the amazing outdoor space.  

Stunning from start to finish, this custom 6 bedroom, 

6.1 bath, 3-car garage Colonial will take your breath 

away. No detail has been overlooked!  $2,200,000.          

             www.950minisinkway.com 

Carol Tener 

Sales Associate 

Cell:  908-400-3670 

 

Shari Schuster 

Sales Associate 

Cell:  201-725-3328 

    950 Minisink Way, Westfield 

 

 

Leg. Leaders Condemn
Attempted Bomb Attacks

BOE Candidates
Thank PTA for Forum
On Wednesday, October 17, the

Garwood PTA sponsored a “Meet
and Greet” for the five Garwood
Board of Education candidates. The
forum was mediated by the Lincoln
School Student Council. The evening
began with each candidate opening
with a brief prepared statement.

Then each candidate answered a
pre-submitted question, and took
questions from the voters in the audi-
ence. The evening closed with a clos-
ing statement by each candidate. The
candidates offered compelling rea-
sons why they should be a board of
education member. We would like to
extend our thanks and gratitude to the
Garwood PTA, the Student Council,
the board of education and the voters
for allowing us this opportunity. With
thanks and appreciation.

Garwood BOE Candidates Ralph
Trentacosta, Maureen Scepkowski,

Joe Miceli, Denise Ridente,
Mary Ann Kjetsaa

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

TRENTON – Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester), Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield), Assembly Speaker
Craig Coughlin (D-19th, Woodbridge)
and Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) issued
the following joint statement condemn-
ing the attempted bomb attacks target-
ing former President Barack Obama,
former Vice-President Joe Biden,
former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, the offices of CNN and others:

“We stand united in condemna-
tion of the attempted acts of political
violence that targeted prominent
Americans that could have easily
caused the loss of life or serious
injury to them or others. We are
grateful that the intended tragedy
was prevented. We praise the swift
and effective response of the Secret
Service, the FBI, the Postal Service
and local law enforcement. Their
actions helped to protect the targets
and other potential victims.

“This was not just an attack on
these individuals. It was an assault on
our democracy and on the way we

live as Americans in a diverse coun-
try that honors the principles of jus-
tice, safety and mutual respect. We
can possess different opinions on how
to best serve the country’s needs, but
differing ideas are no justification for
violence and no excuse for expres-
sions of hate, prejudice or animosity.

“We won’t be intimidated by those
who threaten our safety and we won’t
allow their agenda of violence to un-
dermine the values that unite us as
Americans.”
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Five Seek Three Seats on
Garwood Board of Education

Mary Ann Kjetsaa Denise Ridente

Maureen Scepkowski

Ralph Trentacosta Joseph Miceli

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Garwood voters
this Tuesday will decide the race for
three seats on the local school board
among five candidates. Seeking the
seats are Denise Ridente, Mary Ann
Kjetsaa, Maureen Scepkowski,
Ralph Trentacosta and Joseph Miceli.
Ms. Kjetsaa is the only incumbent
seeking reelection, as Board Vice-
President Amanda Langston and
board member Tracey Roland are
not seeking reelection.

Ms. Ridente has lived in Garwood
for 24 years. She and her husband have
two children, ages 9 and 14, both of
who have attended the Garwood Public
Schools.

The candidate received a master’s
degree in social work from New York
University in 1994 and is a licensed
clinical social worker, working in pri-
vate practice with adolescents, adults
and their families.

“I am running to ensure that the
Garwood School District is preparing
our students to be successful in high
school and beyond. I am an advocate
for change and want to promote a dif-
ference that includes listening to and
addressing student and teacher needs,”
Ms. Ridente said. “I can contribute
knowledge of middle-school culture
during this time when school safety is
an undeniable reality.”

“As our town continues to grow, our
board will need to collaborate in work-
ing towards increased student enroll-
ment,” she said. “I will work together
with board members on researching cost-
effective savings and fiscal responsibil-
ity on our school budget along with
advocating for students with disabilities
and their parents. I have a great passion
for mental health and substance aware-
ness in our youth and I hope to use my
expertise to help build bridges between
school, family and community.”

Incumbent BOE member Ms. Kjetsaa
had previously served on the board. A
resident of Garwood for more than 40
years, she is retired after a more than
45-year career in education. Ms. Kjetsaa
began her career in the classroom as a
teacher and went on to serve as an
administrator and educational leader in
a K-12 public school district where she
served as a supervisor of a variety of
departments.

On the board of education, she serves
on the Education/Policy and Public
Relations Committees. Along with her
fellow committee members, she has
provided oversight for instructional
programs, policy review and discus-
sions regarding ways to increase public
relations and community involvement.

Ms. Kjetsaa said she believes that
serving on the BOE is a way of giving
back to the community. She feels that as
a BOE member she can utilize her
professional career experience in edu-
cation to assist her community and the
children of Garwood.

“Three future topics that will need
consideration by the Garwood Board
of Education include participation with
the community and staff in the impor-
tant task of developing an education
strategic plan for the future; continued
budget oversight; and any potential
enrollment increases resulting from re-
development plans in town,” she said.

Ms. Scepkowski has been a resident
of Garwood for almost 12 years. With
three children enrolled in the Lincoln
School, she said she knows “firsthand
the challenges in education today.”

For the last 22 years she has served as

both an elementary-school teacher and
grades K-12 district technology coach.
She holds master’s degrees in reading
and supervision.

“My priorities include ensuring that
our school moves in the right direction
as our town changes and grows while
balancing the need to maximize our
limited resources and remain fiscally
responsible to our taxpayers. I will sup-
port research-based educational initia-
tives and a school environment that
supports every student reaching their
fullest potential,” Ms. Scepkowski said.
She also supports professional devel-
opment opportunities for teachers to
continue to learn best practices to use in
the classroom.

She is a supporter of a “well-rounded
educational experience for children that
includes strong foundational and en-
riching opportunities in literacy and
STEM as well as in extracurricular
clubs and sports.”

“I welcome the opportunity to serve
our community and will only have the
best interest of our children and taxpay-
ers at heart. I will bring enthusiasm, a
passion for learning and positivity to
this position,” Ms. Scepkowski said.

Mr. Trentacosta has been a Garwood
resident since 2002 when he and his
wife, Ann, moved into town. The couple
has four children, three of who cur-
rently are enrolled in Lincoln School,
Chase (fifth grade), Blake (first grade)
and Kendall (kindergarten). The candi-
date is a lead software engineer for
Cognizant in Bridgewater.

“Being involved with Lincoln School
since 2013, my wife and I have a great
experience with the teachers, staff and
administration,” Mr. Trentacosta said.

“As the town’s population is expected
to grow, we need to ensure that our
school is in a position to handle this
influx of students. I’d like to see the
school engage more with parents and
students. We can accomplish this via
roundtables and such, not just expect
parents to voice concerns and issues at
a board of ed. meeting,” Mr. Trentacosta
said. “As a parent of elementary-school
students, trying to assist with home-
work, especially math, was a challenge.
It would have been helpful to under-
stand the math being taught in class, as

the math I was taught was no longer
valid. I would look for a way to educate
the parents to make homework less
stressful.”

Mr. Miceli and his wife, Marilynn,
moved to Garwood six years ago. They
have an adult daughter who is now a
practicing family law attorney in Edison.

Mr. Miceli received his undergradu-
ate degree, a master’s in science educa-
tion and doctoral degree in educational
administration from Rutgers Univer-
sity. A retired educator with more than
37 years as a teacher, principal and
assistant superintendent, he has worked
in a variety of school settings from K-8
to K-12 districts.

Currently he works with the New
Jersey Principals And Supervisors As-
sociation (NJPSA) as a mentor to new
school administrators.

“I have worked extensively with par-
ent organizations to engage the com-
munity in the life of their schools through
ongoing and transparent communica-
tion about programs and issues. School
improvement is an ongoing theme in
my career. Student test scores have
risen in my schools through attention to
standards and use of appropriate in-
structional practices,” he said.

He added, “Having worked with
boards of education, I understand their
role in setting policy, managing the dis-
trict budget and insuring the best admin-
istration of the district while driving the
school to provide the best education
deserved by our children to prepare
them for the challenges of the future.”

Lance, Malinowski Face Off In NJTV 7th
Congressional District-Sponsored Debate

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – In a race that could
determine which party controls Con-
gress the next two years, five-term Re-
publican Congressman Leonard Lance
faces a stiff challenge from Democrat
Tom Malinowski in this Tuesday’s
General Election.

Both candidates faced off during a
debate on October 17 at the Newark
studios of NJTV. Both men proposed
their stances on pertinent federal topics
including health care, Medicare, sexual
assault, terrorism, and international di-
plomacy during the 7th Congressional
District debate.

Mr. Lance said he wants to use his
bipartisan record and tactics to restore
property-tax deductions for New Jer-
sey residents. Earlier this year, Con-
gress approved a new tax law capping
the federal deduction for state and local
taxes (known as S.A.L.T.) at $10,000.
President Donald Trump signed the
new law last December.

The “current high cost of living” in
New Jersey was addressed as Mr.
Malinowski stated that only 74 cents of
every federal tax dollar New Jersey
residents pay are returned to New Jer-
sey residents in services. Mr. Lance
said he would not use his congressional
votes to support a speaker of the House
who would not consider repealing the
property-tax deduction cap affecting
New Jersey residents.

Mr. Lance said he is a “Problem
Solver Caucus” member, a bipartisan
group comprised of moderate-liberal
and moderate-conservative House
members who find a “sensible center”
when voting on or crafting legislation.
Mr. Lance said he has been ranked 13
out of 435 House members on biparti-
sanship based on his voting record.

The Congressman said finding “a
strong voice in the Senate” through
bipartisanship or the election of Repub-
lican Bob Hugin to the United States
Senate on November 6 would further
his ability to negotiate for New Jersey
residents’ interests when the U.S. Sen-
ate reconsiders the S.A.L.T. deductions.

Mr. Malinowski said he could seek
New Jersey resident interests if the
American public elects a Democratic
majority on November 6.

Mr. Lance said he authored an amend-
ment aimed at reducing state borrow-
ing while serving in the New Jersey
State Senate. He said the legislation,
approved by voters as a ballot referen-
dum, prohibits the state borrowing funds
without voter approval.

“Do a better job on the cost of gov-
ernment,” said Mr. Lance, who empha-
sized a need for a reduction in govern-
ment costs at the municipal, county and
state level.

Mr. Lance said he voted against Presi-
dent Barack Obama defunding the
Medicare system by $700 billion to pay
for the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act (ACA), also known as
“Obamacare.” Mr. Lance said he be-
lieves a more cost-effective health in-
surance system could be attained in the
United States.

The Congressman said he proposed
a “moderate healthcare bill” in 2008-
2009 which then House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, a Democrat, did not support,
which would have allowed for medical
malpractice expansion, health savings
accounts and incentivized healthcare
through employment.

Mr. Malinowski said Mr. Lance sup-
ports denial of coverage for “pre-exist-
ing conditions,” a claim Mr. Lance
refuted. Mr. Lance stated pre-existing
coverage protection has existed for 25

years in New Jersey, something he has
always supported. Mr. Lance said he
does not support funding “Obamacare
taking $700 billion from Medicare,”
which was on the same bill as the pre-
existing condition clause.

Both candidates supported victims’
rights when discussing the “reporting
and handling of sex crimes on the state
and federal level.” Mr. Malinowski said
he advocated for human trafficking vic-
tims when working with the Human
Rights Watch.

Mr. Lance said Republican Congress-
man Chris Smith proposed a bill in
2000 aimed at deterring sex trafficking
and promoting victims’ rights, saying
he pledged his support for the bill.

Mr. Lance said throughout his pro-
fessional career he has “proudly hired
and promoted women” on his staff.

Mr. Lance criticized Mr.
Malinowski’s role in the handling of the
Iranian nuclear disarmament. Mr.
Malinowski served as the assistant sec-
retary of state for Democracy, Human
Rights, and Labor from 2014 to 2017.

“I was a strong opponent of the Ira-
nian Nuclear deal. You were a strong
proponent,” said Mr. Lance. The Con-
gressman said the Obama administra-
tion allowed Iran to attain “pallets of
cash in the dead of night” (United States
tax dollars). Money used to attack Is-
rael and other United States allies
through terrorism networks.”

“Flaws in the deal,” said Mr.
Malinowski in addressing the Iranian
nuclear deal.

Mr. Lance said the United States
must be “very cautious” when dealing
with North Korea.

“Trust but verify,” said Mr. Lance,
describing his philosophy on interna-
tional diplomacy with inconsistent na-
tions or leaders.

Campaign Statement of Tara Oporto
My name is Tara Oporto. A native of

Queens, New York, I moved to New
Jersey in 2000, and I have lived in
Westfield with my husband and our
children for the past seven years. Our
twin sons, Zachary and Aaron, attend
Roosevelt. Our daughters Brooke and
Faith attend Wilson and Lincoln, re-
spectively. My step-son, John, attends
school in another district.

As a mom parenting across several
households these past 12 years, I have
experienced the joys and the chal-
lenges of shepherding the education of
my multiple children with a wide range
of interests and abilities across a vari-
ety of settings, each with unique char-
acteristics in management, educational
philosophy, and physical plant. I have
been involved with six different pre-
schools, three different elementary
schools, and intermediate schools and
high schools in several neighboring
towns.

As I have grown as a parent devoted
to obtaining the best education pos-
sible for my children, I have become
more and more active with their
schools, especially when I see room
for improvement in some area or things
missing from our Westfield schools

that other towns are offering. I re-
cently brought to the superintendent’s
attention, for instance, some very sub-
standard conditions in a Roosevelt
girls’ rest room and nearby hallway. I
was gratified to see my initiative result
in a partial remediation of those sub-
standard conditions, although we still
need to do more.

Similarly, I recently brought to the
Board’s attention the availability of
free monitoring software (“Bark for
Schools”) that would guard the online
security, safety, and mental health of
our students working from the district’s
computer systems. (Home versions are
also available for individual purchase.)
Unfortunately, in this initiative, I was
not successful.

Though Bark is deployed in 13 pub-
lic school districts throughout New
Jersey (covering 55 public schools
and guarding over 34,000 students) as
well as six private schools, it was
deemed here in Westfield as problem-
atic because of the need to share stu-
dent passwords with the Bark system.
I believe a more thorough evaluation
would have led to the realization that
the passwords and student use of our
district’s computer system are the prop-

erty — and responsibility — of the
district, not the students (in exactly the
same way as an employer owns and
has access to the work of its employ-
ees) and that there are compelling rea-
sons for implementing Bark (and with-
out cost to the district).

I believe my “ground-level” mom’s
view of school workings would be an
asset to the Board, as would be my
professional experience. I have worked
in the advertising and marketing field
for nearly 30 years and currently am
the executive vice-president, media
director at Media Brokers International
working on several high-profile ac-
counts. There is much that I can share
about the psychology and business of
advertising that would be of great value
to the district’s curriculum developers
and our students at every grade level.

I am running for a seat on the board
of education with a sincere desire to
contribute in a constructive way to its
work, which is so very important to all
of us in Westfield. I ask for your vote
on November 6.

Tara Oporto
Candidate for Westfield Board of

Education

Candidate Statement for Dennis Cariello
My name is Dennis Cariello and I

am running for Westfield Board of
Education. I have been an education
lawyer for over a decade and in that
time I have worked with everything
from pre-schools to research univer-
sities, education technology provid-
ers to local governments. Education
is more than a career – it is a voca-
tion. Since serving as deputy general
counsel in the U.S. Department of
Education under Presidents Bush and
Obama, I have been blessed with the
opportunity to help my clients so
that they may help change the lives
of their students through education.
It would be an honor and a privilege
if I was given the chance to do that
for my town’s schools.

While our schools are very good,
we have challenges that, if we over-
come them together, could transform
our schools into a model for the
country.

We need to adopt a comprehen-
sive computer literacy and coding
curriculum. If we want our schools
to go from great to world-class, we
must follow the lead of the United
Kingdom in this regard (the U.K.
enacted such a curriculum in 2014)
and find ways to go further. Every
child must be able to code a com-
puter application or software by
graduation. These are the skills
needed for the workforce of tomor-
row.

We must also integrate technol-

ogy into the education process so
that teachers are able to provide a
personalized learning experience. All
Westfield teachers should be able to
assess a student’s learning in real
time and provide additional instruc-
tion on areas of deficiency. Simi-
larly, once a student has mastered a
concept, the student would be able
to receive the next level of instruc-
tion. Such technology already ex-
ists, and it allows one classroom to
cater to students of all levels.

We must expand arts education
and access to extracurricular pro-
grams in the arts. These programs
are proven to help attendance and
interest in school, as well as further-
ing the education of the whole child.

We must also address the facilities
challenges we have now, at a time of
our choosing, rather than wait for the
choice to be forced upon us. We have
overcrowding in McKinley that will
only get worse as our town keeps
growing. Two bills sit in our State
Legislature that will require our town
to adopt all-day kindergarten. If we
act now, we can plan how to solve
these problems in the absence of an
emergency or a state-imposed dead-
line.

We must also do all we can in our
Westfield Public Schools to teach
our children to not only reject hate,
but to stand up in defense of those
affected. We must teach our children
the language and tactics of inclu-

sion. We need to teach them respect,
to see things from another’s per-
spective, and honestly place them-
selves in the other person’s shoes
before they speak. And we need to
teach them how to use social media
responsibly. While it may be easy to
hurl invective at online personas,
our children must know that real
people are behind the online avatars.

When my family moved to
Westfield in 2014 from Queens, N.Y.,
we did so, in part because we wanted
a wonderful public school option for
our three girls. Yet, for religious rea-
sons, my daughters currently attend
Holy Trinity Catholic School. While
we may send our children to the high
school, I believe that not having chil-
dren in the system gives me a unique
perspective and role. No decision I
make could be said to favor my child
or the school they attend. I can truly
be an independent member of the
board and work on behalf of all stu-
dents and parents.

Given my experience with helping
so many schools as an education law-
yer, I believe I have the experience
necessary to address the challenges
before our wonderful school district.
That is why I ask that, on November
6, you vote for me and let me expand
upon the tradition of excellence of
our Westfield schools. Thank you.

Dennis M. Cariello
Candidate for Westfield BOE

County Freeholders Present Grants
For Kids Trust Fund, Trees

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thursday ap-
proved $1.1 million in grants from the
Open Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund for park projects as
well as planting of trees. The meeting was
held at Summit City Hall.

Twenty towns received grants totaling
$999,533 from the Kids Recreation Trust,
with 17 municipalities garnering $100,475
in Greening Union County grants.

Westfield received $55,000, which
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said will
be used for restrooms at Memorial Park,
which currently does not have bathrooms.
The town also received $12,500 to plant
50 trees as part of Westfield’s tree preser-
vation program.

Scotch Plains received $60,000, which
Recreation Director DJ Salvante said will
be used for major playground renova-
tions at Brookside Park.

“This is going to help with the rubber
safety surface as well as tying in the Level
the Playing Field Grant that we received
so generously last year, so it’s going to a
nice upgrade to the entire park,” Mr.
Salvante said.

Deputy Township Manager Margaret
Heisey said the township will utilize its
$3,750 Greening Grant for its tree re-
placement program for “any tree that
might have gotten damaged or lost in the
storm” or for residents who “would just
like a tree in front of their house.” The
township plans to plant 60 trees.

Mountainside garnered $38,500, which
Mayor Paul Mirabelli said will be used to
install a new lighting detection system to
protect the borough’s fields as well as for
refurbishing of the Echo Brook basket-

ball courts. He said Four Square game
layouts also will be installed for children.
From 2013 to 2018, Mountainside re-
ceived more than $188,000 from the Kids
Recreation Trust Fund, according to a
borough press release.

Fanwood received $40,000 from the
recreation trust, which will be used for
improvements to Forest Road Park in-
cluding new basketball courts, landscap-
ing and dugouts for the baseball field.

Garwood received $20,000 for a water
fountain, shading, basketball hoops and
backboards at Hartman Park, while Cran-
ford was awarded $60,000 to be used for
Memorial Complex, Centennial Pool
upgrades, basketball court resurfacing and
new play structures.

In other business, Republican Free-
holder candidates Pat Quattrocchi of Clark
and Peter Kane of Summit attended
Thursday’s meeting, which was at Sum-
mit City Hall. Ms. Quattrocchi said she
did not believe Freeholder Al Mirabella
should have presented the checks for the
grants to municipal representatives who
attended the meeting. She said “very
clearly he is in violation” of election law
by presenting the awards while seeking
reelection to the board in just a few weeks.

Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados
said Mr. Mirabella was the presenter for
the awards in his role as chairman of the
board’s Open Space Trust Fund Commit-
tee. Ms. Quattrocchi countered that an-
other member of the board or committee
could have presented the awards.

Mr. Kane said the freeholder board has
not been bipartisan since the late Frank
Lehr, a Summit resident and a Republi-
can, served as a freeholder 21 years ago.
He questioned why Union County, with a
population of around 500,000, has a “half

a billion” dollar budget while neighbor-
ing Morris County, with a similar popu-
lation, has a budget of $316 million.

“So my question is, what is that you are
spending $140 million more on?” Mr.
Kane asked.

Freeholder Chris Hudak responded that
Union County is likely more expensive
than Morris due to having Newark Lib-
erty International Airport, a number of
large interstate highways and the Port of
Elizabeth as well as a number of large
urban centers within its borders, which
present public-safety challenges.

Barbara Maguire of Westfield asked
the freeholders to appoint a parent to the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools Board of Education. She said the
board, which is appointed by the free-
holders, lacks accountability to the tax-
payers. She said there have been “ongo-
ing issues” such as the vo-tech teachers’
contract as well as the ventilation system
at the Magnet School.

Freeholder Granados said the board
does not have oversight over the vo-tech
school board, noting that the vo-tech
superintendent runs the day-to-day op-
erations. County Manager Ed Oatman
said he has met with administration to
discuss how to improve communications
between the district and parents as well as
improving the school’s ventilation sys-
tem.

Mr. Granados said there are no vo-tech
seats up at this time, but when a seat
comes up for renewal the freeholders
could consider appointing a parent to the
board. Mr. Oatman added that one seat is
up on the vo-tech board each year.

The board’s Thursday, November 8
agenda and regular meetings will be held
at the Westfield Municipal Building.

Campaign Statement of Simon Cirasa
My name is Simon Cirasa, and I am

running for the Westfield Board of
Education. I offer a unique perspec-
tive and some useful talents that are
now lacking on the board.

I have grown up in Westfield, at-
tended its schools (graduating from
Westfield High School in 2000), and
recently returned with my wife to our
hometown to raise our two boys (ages
5 and 3, both destined for Wilson
School). I have not only a life-long
familiarity with and devotion to the
town and its tradition of educational
excellence, but also a solid basis for
representing the circumstances and in-
terests of the very many other young
families who have decided on
Westfield as the place to raise their
own children. I want to give this im-
portant segment of our community the
authentic voice it deserves in the
board’s deliberations and decisions.

I am also eager to put to the district’s
use my unique professional expertise

in digital marketing and data manage-
ment (as a senior director of client
services for Epsilon, the digital mar-
keting and technology company of
Alliance Data). I can help to develop
opportunities for our students to learn
the effective, prudent, and safe navi-
gation of their online presences in the
online marketplace with all its new
identity-driven marketing practices that
are to dominate their lives as consum-
ers.

As an alumnus of the Westfield
schools, I can be especially helpful to
the district in accomplishing its major
goal of outreach to all of its alumni,
many of whom, including a good many
of my classmates, have also returned
to our hometown to raise their fami-
lies.

In addition to these unique contri-
butions that I might make, my profes-
sional experience and acumen in man-
aging budgets and revenue streams
equip me well to participate in the key

fiscal responsibilities of the school
board.

After 12 years of living and working
in Manhattan (upon graduating the
University of Colorado at Boulder in
2004), I am thrilled to have returned
(two years ago) to my hometown and
to provide my children the same out-
standing community life and educa-
tion that I myself was so privileged to
enjoy.

I am inspired by the enormous po-
tential of our newest generation’s fu-
ture. Recent advances in knowledge
and technology will equip them to
make the most profound contributions
ever to our world, and I want to do all
I can to ensure that they fully realize
the brilliant future they might make for
us all.

In short, I want to serve. I want to
give back to Westfield a bit of what it
has given me, and I ask for your vote.

Simon Cirasa
Candidate for Westfield BOE
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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

http://www.pottersguildnj.org 
or 908-233-1633 for more information.

Community Presbyterian Church
1459 Deer Path in Mountainside NJ.

PGNJ 
POTTERY 

SALE-  
Showcasing American Art 
from over 40 exhibiting artists. 

Admission is Free. Major Credit Cards accepted. 

Saturday 
NOVEMBER 10
 11AM to 5PM 

Sunday
 NOVEMBER 11

Noon to 5PM Admission Information Sessions:

SCHOOL 

THE 
WARDLAW + HARTRIDGE 

Nov. 8 at 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. / Nov. 10 at 9 a.m. 

Preparing innovative, intellectual, pioneering thinkers

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent, 
co-educational, college preparatory school

Register online at WHschool.org/RSVP             

For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155             

TRICK OR TREAT

BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H

BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office

and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy weekdays
between November 1st and November 9th will receive

four free movie passes to AMC Theaters!!

For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Director Damien Chazelle’s First
Man, a biographical drama recount-
ing the personal and public details
leading up to Neil Armstrong’s his-
toric walk on the Moon, is exhilarat-
ing and informative. You come away
realizing how great and difficult an
achievement it was…how we just
barely had enough knowledge and
the right equipment to undertake such
a mission. Think Columbus and those
three tiny ships, perilously bobbing
all across the Atlantic. Doubtless, a
good deal of luck also factors into the
endeavor.

However, while duly acknowledg-
ing the phenomenal accomplishment
I was lucky enough to witness in my
lifetime, I felt a little guilty, maybe
unpatriotic, for otherwise not loving
this movie. In all fairness, there’s
something afoot in Mr. Chazelle’s
interpretation of James R. Hansen’s
book, “First Man: The Life of Neil A.
Armstrong”…something sullen and
fatalistic, almost Ayn Randish, about
the tug-of-war that resides between
duty to self and obligation to human-
kind. It is a tad dark for a genre
usually Hollywoodized and full of
glittering pinwheels.

Setting the stage for the no-non-
sense account, a good deal of the
exposition informs of a personal trag-
edy that befell the astronaut a few
years before the gloriously heralded
moonshot. It impacted him the rest of
his life. Hence was recalled my mom’s
always inversely related aphorism,
“Life isn’t all cream and peaches.”
Upping the serious quotient, this isn’t
just a film about human courage and
the wonder of exploration. The som-
ber and the reflective intertwine and
ask: In the entirety of the life experi-
ence, what’s truly important?

Ryan Gosling, a master at suggest-
ing a deep undercurrent, embodies
the most famous flyboy since
Lindbergh with notable aplomb. In
his thespic ministrations, Armstrong
is at once a Boy Scout and an icono-
clast whose devotion to science over
politics, pomp and circumstance dis-
tinguished him as a much more in-
forming figure than his space exploits
alone would indicate. Take that a step
further and the idealist in you is wont
to put forth that, given the right social
temperature and pressure, there is a
hero lurking in just about all of us.

It’s an interesting, rather philo-
sophical take, and gets you thinking
just what the purpose and responsi-
bility of the biographical account is.
But if you’re old enough to remember
what you were doing when the eagle
landed, just as you know exactly where
you were when President Kennedy
was assassinated, there is a memo-
rable, visceral feel here. We wait for
the moment to murmur “…one small
step for man, one giant leap for man-
kind,” and pat ourselves on the back.

We joyfully muse, but with a bit of

inherent terror: Look what our tribe
has wrought. What other great things
are we capable of if, as JFK encour-
aged, we choose to do things not
because they are easy, but because
they are hard? All of which uncom-
fortably brings our attention to the
current vice grip of greed and anti-
intellectualism in America that not
only trashes the Founding Fathers,
the Constitution and common de-
cency, but advocates instead a return
to the rule of the jungle. Almost worse,
complicit disciples smirk in glee at
the Philistine lever of power they’ve
suddenly been handed by a leader
who hardly hides his disdain for them.

Thus, just being reminded of the
moralists, altruists, optimists and gen-
erally good people dedicated to leav-
ing this planet a slightly better place
than how they found it is in itself a
reason to see First Man. Call it a
refresher course in what it means to be
a mensch…ennobled by our harmony
rather than divided by our basest in-
stincts. Complementing this subtextual
message in diametrically artful style,
the gizmo and gadget aspect of the
adventure is a techno-geek’s fantasy.

It’s about this algorithm or that,
stuff way above my pay grade and
manna to the pocket protector set.
But the equations come alive as we
experience the shake, rattle and roll
of the spacecraft that now seems just
one invention up from putting a hu-
man in a can above a giant Roman
candle. Adding perspective, these in-
trepid adventurers are counterpoised
by domestic consequences back on
terra firma, the widow’s walk archi-
tecturally downgraded from atop the
majestic seaside house to the front
stoop of cookie cutter ranch homes in
suburban Houston.

In the old days, biopics were all cut
from the same stencil: Just plug in the
personage, glamorize, and make sure
there’s a great woman behind the great
man, or vice versa if we’re talking
Greer Garson’s “Madame Curie”
(1943) and shamefully too few others.
Here, of course, the contemporary,
realistic mode is employed. But more
importantly, it is ethically significant
that, during our current epidemic of
official lying and even at the cost of
traditional entertainment values, in
First Man the truth comes first.

…
First Man, rated PG-13, is a Uni-

versal Pictures release directed by
Damien Chazelle and stars Ryan Gos-
ling, Claire Foy and Jason Clarke.
Running time: 141 minutes.

First Man
“Beyond the Green Cheese”

3 popcorns

Art Show ‘Beastly Beasties’
By Ann Vollum Opens Today

Artwork by Ann Vollum

WATCHUNG — During the month
of November, the Watchung Arts
Center will present Ann Vollum’s
“Beastly Beasties” in the Lower Gal-
lery. The exhibi-
tion will be on dis-
play from No-
vember 1 to No-
vember 28. An
opening reception
will be held on
November 4 from
1 to 4 p.m. The
reception and ex-
hibition are free
and open to the
public.

Over the years,
Ms. Vollum has
explored the or-
g a n i c
meanderings of
the subconscious
mind; her work is
primal and un-
schooled. “I am
obsessed with de-
tail, line and pat-
tern. All my pieces
start with organic shapes, which are
transformed into Beasties. I do not use
sketchbooks; I always work directly
on my final pieces enjoying the cre-
ative process as my works evolves.”

Her pieces tell a story with an un-
written script inviting the viewer to
use their own imagination and give
the piece their unique interpretation.
She has developed a “language” of
“characters” that re-appear time and
again. Look for bats, snakes and of
course Beasties with sharp teeth and
long tongues in her work. Often there

are Beasties inside Beasties... the
question is, are they dinner or off-
spring... the viewer is left to decide.

During her years as an artist, Vollum
has worked with
many mediums and
techniques, and is
now excited to be
working with tex-
tiles. “I started by
cutting lace like
pieces from Tyvek,
progressed onto
cutting painted fab-
ric and using the cut
design as a stencil.
A need to develop
these explorations
further, led me to
introduce hand
stitching and needle
felting, which I am
now using to do
more colorful
pieces on un-cut
cloth. I am excited
by these tech-
niques; the possi-
bilities are endless

and fascinating to me.”
Ms. Vollum was born in Zimba-

bwe, Africa in 1963, and now lives
and works in South Orange.

The Watchung Arts Center, located
at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung on the
Watchung Circle, is a multi-disciplin-
ary arts facility serving Watchung, the
surrounding communities and the Tri-
State Area. To obtain more information
about upcoming performances, classes
and workshops, and monthly art exhi-
bitions, please visit WatchungArts.org
or call (908) 753-0190.

WHS Robotics Team to
Compete in ‘Robo-Ruckus’
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School (WHS) will be hosting the
FIRST Tech Challenge Robo-Ruckus
meet on Sunday, November 4. Six-
teen teams from central New Jersey,
including the Westfield Robotics team
will be competing. The event will
take place from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the WHS gym.

This year’s competition challenges
robots to a variety of tasks such as
collecting blocks and balls, lifting the
robot six inches in the air on a lander,
and placing a team marker in the
collection depot.

The event is open to the public to see
the student-built robots and support
WHS. The team will be selling pizza,
snacks and refreshments to raise money
for the Westfield Robotics Club.

The Westfield Robotics Club is
overseen by physics teacher Mark
Harper and has won multiple awards
including the Rockwell Collins In-
novate Award, the Think Award and
the Connect Award, and has com-
peted in the State Championships, as
well as the Super Regional competi-
tion.

For any questions about FIRST
Tech Challenge or other FIRST com-
petitions and the organization, please
visit firstinspires.org.

For more information or interest in
donating or mentoring the robotics
club, please reach out to the club
advisor, Mr. Harper
(mharper@westfieldnjk12.org) or the
outreach coordinator, Dori Kaplan
(dorikaplan24@gmail.com).

Cresecent Choral Concert to
Feature Maureen Francis

WESTFIELD — Maureen Francis,
a choral director in the Music Depart-
ment of Westfield High School, will
be the guest soprano soloist in Cres-
cent Choral Society’s upcoming con-
cert, Haydn’s Mass in Time of War, on
Saturday, November 3, at
5 p.m. The concert, which
will be performed in the
historic Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield, highlights a col-
laboration of the Crescent
Choral Society with the
Westfield High School
Chorale and members of
the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orches-
tra.

Ms. Francis is a profes-
sional opera singer and recitalist with
many credits that include perfor-
mances at Alice Tully Hall at Lincoln
Center, Carnegie Hall, with the LA
Opera, as well as with the Bergen
Opera (Norway), Lecco Festivale
(Italy) and the Mumbai National Sym-
phony in India. The Washington

Times, reviewing her performance in
Cendrillon, described her as “endear-
ing with a sweet, silvery voice to
match, her innate goodness proved
impossible to resist.”

Ms. Francis, along with her choral
director colleague, John
Brzozowski, have been re-
hearsing the Westfield High
School Chorale in prepara-
tion for the November 3
concert, which will be con-
ducted by Dr. Deborah
Simpkin King, Artistic Di-
rector of the Crescent Cho-
ral Society and Crescent
Concerts.

Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door on the
day of performance: Gen-

eral Admission is $25, Seniors: $20,
Students: $10. Crescent Avenue Pres-
byterian Church is located at
Watchung Avenue and East Seventh
Street, Plainfield. Ample free parking
is available. For more information,
please call (908) 756-2468 or go to
crescentconcerts.org.

Maureen Francis

Edison Intermediate School’s
Aladdin Set for Weekend

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-
ate School (EIS) is presenting its fall
drama Aladdin this weekend. This new
version of the “Arabian Nights” story is
fast paced and funny! Aladdin and his
friends have an eye for adventure. Zorah,
the mysterious stranger from the East,
has an eye on Aladdin’s old lamp.
Darkana Nightglade, a sorceress, has
an eye on her clouded crystal ball. The
beautiful Princess has an eye on Aladdin.
The Sultan thought he had an eye on his
great palace until it vanished! And the
two genies from the lamp and the ring

have an eye on each other’s talents.
There are spells, potions, and reversals
of fortune as Aladdin discovers the
magic of the lamp and his love for the
Princess—and finally outwits the crafty
Zorah. Show dates are Friday, Novem-
ber 2, and Saturday, November 3. Both
shows begin at 7 p.m. Tickets are $8
pre-sale and $10 at the door and avail-
able after 3 p.m. in the EIS lobby.

A special 4 p.m. performance will be
held on Thursday, November 1; tickets
are $5 for general admission seating for
that performance only.

Meetings on the Reimagining
Of Cranford Schools Planned
CRANFORD — Superintendent of

Schools Scott Rubin has announced
community meetings to discuss the pro-
posal to reimagine Cranford Public
School. Public community meetings
are to be held at the Cranford High
School (CHS) auditorium. The first
was held on October 30. Then, Novem-
ber 28, and December 17, from 7 to 9
p.m., as well as individual school meet-
ings to be held on Tuesday, November
13, at Walnut Avenue School at 7 p.m.;
Thursday, November 15, at Hillside
Avenue School at 7 p.m.; Monday,
November 19, at Livingston Avenue
School at 7 p.m.; Tuesday, November
20, at Orange Avenue School at 7 p.m.;
Tuesday, November 27, at Brookside
Place School at 7 p.m.; Tuesday, De-
cember 4, at CHS at 7 p.m.; Thursday,
December 6, at Bloomingdale Avenue
School at 7 p.m.

The meeting on October 30 was to
have a presentation on the following
topics: budget, comprehensive middle
school, comprehensive grade 3-5 build-
ing, K-2 buildings with full-day kinder-

garten, and a question and answer pe-
riod (Q&A). The meeting on Novem-
ber 28 will have a presentation on the
following topics: Transportation and
District Configuration, and a Q&A.
The meeting on December 17 will pro-
vide for an open session and a Q&A.

“It is important that the public has
ample opportunity to discuss, and, ul-
timately, decide whether this proposal
is best for our children. We believe this
new meeting schedule is the start of
many opportunities for healthy dia-
logue. Remember, the Reimagining
Cranford proposal will not move for-
ward if the community is not in favor
of it. The proposal can only be imple-
mented if the community decides to
vote for funding the capital costs asso-
ciated with the plan through a referen-
dum. While we feel there are a lot of
benefits in the proposed plan, this is
not and will not be a superintendent or
Board of Education decision —it will
be a community decision. All feed-
back and viewpoints are welcome!”
Mr. Rubin stated in an e-mail.

HOLIDAY GREENERY...Green Thumb Garden Club’s annual Christmas bou-
tique removes the stress with one-of-a-kind wreaths, miniature boxwood trees,
porch pots and unique arrangements. The sale is 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on
Sunday, December 2, at Hanson House, located at 38 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. Please call (908) 230-3302 to pre-order boxwood trees or porch pots.

Union Photog. Displays
Entryways in Exhibit
COUNTY-- The World Through

Entryways, a fine art photography
exhibit by Union photographer Ada
Bednarz is on display through De-
cember at the Kenilworth Public Li-
brary, located at 548 Boulevard.

This exhibit is an ongoing study of
the world through its Entryways; it ex-
plores the nature of doors and windows
in a variety of cultures, and aspires to
reacquaint you with something that is
so ever-present that it often passes un-
noticed, yet is also so necessary.

For more information, call (908) 276-
2245.
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Fall 2018
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Rialto NewVision Theater 

Plenty of seating...
screening in 2 auditoriums

Monday, November 5

7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 13 

7:30 p.m.

A Few Good Men Leads CDC’s
100-Year Anniversary Season

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- One hundred years
of theater. What an accomplishment.
The Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) is
celebrating its centennial this year and
just kicked it off with a blockbuster
production of A Few Good Men. Aaron
Sorkin, known for his work in televi-
sion, wrote the play that was first pro-
duced on Broadway in 1989. It’s a
compelling story of military lawyers
who defend two United States Marines
accused of murder. In the process, they
uncover a high-level conspiracy.

Sentinel duty with changing of the
guard is what meets the audience 10
minutes before the show begins. It’s a
solemn procedure. After all, it is the
naval prison at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, best known as Gitmo. The year
is 1986, decades before the United
States thought about becoming
friendly to the Communist-run Cuba.
The lighting (done beautifully by co-
ordinator John Duryee) sets the mood
of early morning and then late night.

Mark Burns, military adviser, sound
designer and director, doesn’t just want
to kind of get the feel right for the play,

it must be ship-shape, military-preci-
sion right. That’s understandable since
he himself was, and as he says in his
director’s notes, “always will be, a
United States Marine.” So, he not only
directs the production with care and
clarity, but plays one of the toughest
roles in the play, that of Colonel Nathan
Jessup. Col. Jessup is ultimately re-
sponsible for everything that goes on at
the base. But in his arrogance and blind
faith in the armed services, he feels he
is right with his cover-ups and the con-
spiracy. Mr. Burns gives a spectacular
performance with righteous indigna-

CONSPIRACY THEORY...Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) kicks off its centennial season with a blockbuster production
of A Few Good Men by Aaron Sorkin. Seussical, the Musical, Mamma Mia! and Newsies are on tap this season as well.

tion at people who don’t understand the
importance of following military chain
of command.

Santiago (Joe Figueroa), the mur-
dered man, was a mediocre young sol-
dier who kept writing letters to anyone
who would listen. He wants to be trans-
ferred off the military base and finally
agrees to give information about one of
his fellow soldiers to do so. The two
fellow servicemen who have been ar-
rested for the killing, Dawson (Fernando
Mateo, Jr.) and Downey (Jonathan
Demelo), say that they are guilty of an
innocent hazing that went bad. They are
willing to take their punishment – years
of jail time — for the good of their unit.
But Lt. Commander Joanne Galloway
(Cheryl Sarkaria) and Lt. J.G. Daniel
Kaffee (Michael Burdick) think there is
more to that death and are laser-focused
on finding the truth. Speedy dialogue
with perfect delivery by the entire com-
pany moves the two-act play along at a
thrilling pace.

Should soldiers always follow or-
ders blindly? When do Marines de-
cide what rules they should follow?
That’s the underlying question in the
Sorkin play. Kudos to not only the
fantastic cast, but also to the behind-
the-scenes crew members, especially
Producer/Costume Designer Eliza-
beth Howard, Set Designer Marc
Chandler, Lighting Designer Jeff
McCrum and Stage Manager Leslie
Riccie. An undertaking of the size of
this show, as well as the others that
have been lovingly planned, coordi-
nated and presented through the years,
doesn’t just happen on the backs of
one or two individuals. It takes an
army of dedicated volunteers.

In September, the CDC won the cov-
eted Perry Awards for Outstanding
Theatre and, overall, was up for 17
awards for cast, crew or overall produc-
tions from 2017-2018. Repeatedly, the
playhouse wins nominations and acco-
lades for its stellar work in Community
Theater. The teamwork will continue in
the upcoming season, which includes
three musicals: Seussical, the Musical
(December), Mamma Mia! (in Febru-
ary and March) and Newsies (May).

Don’t miss the rest of CDC’s sea-
son. Check out details at
www.cdctheatre.org.

Westfield Weavers Guild
Holiday Show Set for Sat.

WESTFIELD — Ashow represent-
ing the work of a collective of fiber
artists named the Westfield Weavers
Guild (WWG) will be held on Satur-
day, November 3, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Springfield Public Library
located at 66 Mountain Avenue,
Springfield. The library will be the
site of a unique opportunity to appre-
ciate and understand weaving and its
related art forms.

Weaving and spinning demonstra-
tions will be ongoing as the artists are
eager to share their passion for weav-
ing and to educate visitors about the
tools and techniques of the fiber arts.
As always, admission is free.

Celebrating their 70th year as a
guild, the wide variety of pieces in the
annual holiday show highlight the
diversity of talent and expertise within
the WWG. These one-of-a-kind items
include handwoven wearables such
as scarves, hats, handbags, jewelry
and unique hand-knit clothing for chil-
dren and babies. Home goods from
table linens, baskets, throw rugs and
holiday ornaments further illustrate

Auditions for Mamma
Mia! Coming Up

CRANFORD -- Don’t miss the chance
to be part of history! Audition to be part
of the 100th Season at CDC Theatre, 78
Winans Avenue in Cranford. Auditions
for Mamma Mia! are set for Wednesday,
November 14 at 7 p.m. and Saturday,
November 17, at noon.

The story-telling magic of ABBA’s
timeless songs propels this enchant-
ing tale of love, laughter and friend-
ship, creating an unforgettable show.

Those auditioning are to prepare
16-32-bars in the style of the show or
any 1970s disco era song and bring
sheet music in the appropriate key. An
accompanist will be provided. Re-
hearsals will start December 10 with
performances running from February
15 to March 2, 2019. Additional de-
tails can be found at cdctheatre.org.

FABULOUS FIBER ART...A display of handmade items made by members of the
Westfield Weavers Guild is just a sampling of what can be found this Saturday,
November 3, at the annual show to be held at the Springfield Public Library.

the ways the WWG artists use fiber.
All items in the show are available

for purchase. For more information,
email contact@westfieldweavers.org.
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Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 4th • 1-4PM
201 Throwbridge Drive, Scotch Plains
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BEST KEPT SECRET AROUND!
Welcome to a special corner home boasting a desirable FIRST FLOOR MASTER EN SUITE & an open floor
plan located in the sought-after development of Heather Glen, just minutes to downtown Westfield. This very
spacious & well maintained 2008 Colonial has a two story foyer that provides an entry into a sunny 4 BR &
2 1/2 Bath home. The Living Room / Great Room has a vaulted ceiling, wood burning fireplace, & hardwood
floors. Kitchen has granite counters and an ideal breakfast bar & a 1st floor laundry room, as well. The 2nd
level offers a large Loft which is being used as a Family Room, plus 3 Bedrooms that all have walk-in closets
and a Main Bath. An extra plus is that this unit has a huge unfinished basement. Offered at $769,000.

TAXES: $12,380. THIS REFLECTS A TAX ABATEMENT UNTIL 2036.
DON'T MISS THIS OPEN HOUSE OR CALL MARY FOR SHOWINGS.
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FLEISCHER, YUCETEPE 2-3; GARCIA, McGLYNN, GIVELBER, LOGGIA 4-5-6-7; HACKER 3RD, SALZ 5TH, MORGAN 8TH

Blue Devils’ Pack Attack Wins UCT Boys, Girls X-C Crowns
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Running in packs paid off for
the Westfield High School boys
and girls varsity cross-country
teams as both came home with a
first-place trophy at the Union
County Tournament (UCT) Cham-
pionships held at Warinanco Park
in Roselle on October 24. The
Blue Devil boys captured their
fourth straight UCT title and ninth
in the past 10 years. Only Sum-
mit broke the streak, winning in
2014. The Lady Blue Devils won
their third straight UCT title.

All seven of the Blue Devil var-
sity boys placed in the top-11 to
finish with a total of 30, followed
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders at 73, Summit at 100,
Oratory at 107 and Cranford at
180.

Oratory’s Maximus Russo
crossed the finish line first with a
time of 16:07 ahead of Raider
Ben Fleischer, who crossed sec-
ond at 16:15, followed by Blue
Devil Kevin Yucetepe at 16:20.
Raider Brandon Garcia finished
fourth at 16:26.

“One guy went out pretty hard

then the rest of us formed a pack
behind him throughout the first
mile. Then at the start of the
second mile, I started to open up
a little bit. I went with the guy
who ended up winning. I was
behind him then there was a
Scotch Plains kid, we kept going
back-and-forth. It was a nice
finish. I had a good time,” de-
scribed Yucetepe, who added,
“Last week I was a little banged
up. I spent a little time with the
trainer but this is definitely a
confidence booster as we head
into the championship season.”

Blue Devils Will McGlynn at
16:28, Jonathan Givelber at
16:30 and Will Loggia also at
16:30 finished 5-6-7.

“The first mile or so we were all
pretty close together. Then the
one kid from Oratory, Max Russo,
made a big move. When I looked
up, it was already a big gap. It
was definitely difficult to close
down but I saw Brandon Garcia
from Scotch Plains. He’s a fan-
tastic athlete. I was trying to

stay with him as best I could. I
looked ahead and saw Kevin bat-
tling with the other Scotch Plains
kid. I knew everyone behind me
was doing the same thing and I
went for it and did my best to get
through that line,” McGlynn de-
scribed.

“We came into this race know-
ing that our team was going to do
really well and we were just try-
ing to get a good look at what we
could do going into the champi-
onship season. There are still
many more weeks of this season
to go and many more opportuni-
ties to show off what we got. This
is just the beginning of one of the
best seasons in Westfield cross-
country history,” Givelber stated.

“Coming into counties,
Westfield always has one mis-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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sion and that’s winning the race
as a team. The fact that we did
that again, that’s the one
takeaway that we needed from
this race done. We are really
looking forward to the rest of the
season. As far as the race today,
I felt good in the first mile then I
started to fade back as far as the
pack goes. Didn’t run my best
but Jonny [Givelber] towards the
end woke me up a bit and re-
minded me that we have a lot
more to give for the rest of the
season. The most important thing
was teamwork and we got that,”
Loggia expressed.

After Summit’s Jake Pantoya
crossed eighth at 16:37, Blue
Devils James McCutcheon at
16:38, Jack Maranz at 16:40 and
Zach Spergel at 16:41 finished
9-10-11.

McCutcheon had plenty to add.
“This is my third year on varsity.
I have run with some awesome
Blue Devils but this team is the

most dedicated, the most hard
working, the most talented
group. We got a really strong
pack this year. This is the most
consistent varsity team I’ve ever
seen. We wanted to try to stick
together as much as possible.
My plan was always look ahead
and make sure I could see guys
I wanted to stick with. The whole
time, if I started falling back or
another guys started falling back,
we could rely on each other to
push each other forward. To-
ward the end I started picking it
up to catch up with the other Blue
Devils that have gone ahead of
me. It’s really an honor to cross
the finish line with these guys on
my team.”

“Like James said, this is a dif-
ferent group of guys. We are like
a family, not just varsity, the
whole team this year has been
phenomenal,” McGlynn added.

“This is my first season cross-
country. I am still learning the

for that later but all the guys
were there. We were working
well together. We ran a good
race as a team,” Spergel said.

Raiders Max Cardelli at 16:57
and Drew Burfeindt at 17:06 fin-
ished 12-14 and Cranford Cou-
gars Liam Lynch at 17:14, Jon
Iosso at 17:43 and Jon Kerman
at 18:03 finished 15-29-42.
Raider Miles Roper finished 43rd
at 18:04.

The Blue Devil varsity girls had
a very tight race with Union
Catholic but managed to place all
seven runners in the top-19 to
eke out a total of 41 to the
Vikings’ 44. Governor Livingston
(GL) placed third at 86, followed
by Summit at 89 and the Raiders
at 120.

Viking Jerika Lufrano took top
honors, crossing the line at 19:03
ahead of GL’s Victoria Vanriele at

19:14. Blue Devil Sara Hacker
was very close behind to finish
third at 19:16, followed by Vi-
king Leena Morant at 19:29.

“I got a big PR [personal record].
I am really happy. I am really
pushing hard, especially since
it’s my senior year. I wanted to
hang on in front of the pack.
Kicking is not my strong suit, so
I wanted to get a gap and put it
out as much as I could,” Hacker
explained.

Blue Devil Sammy Salz finished
fifth at 19:39, followed by Raider
Olivia Zambrino at 19:45 and
Viking Abby Granrath at 19:46.

“I got a PR for this course and I
was really, really motivated to
do well since it’s my first varsity
championship because I’m a
sophomore and last year I ran
the freshman race. I wanted to
stick with my team and make
sure we did the best we could to
have our best shot at winning

strategy. Everyone is working
hard every day. It’s a lot of hard
work but everyone does it to-
gether. We get through it every
day. The results are paying off.
We did really well today and hope-
fully it will throughout the sea-
son,” Maranz said.

“One of the SPF [Raiders] guys
kind of gapped us early, so we
had to react. I pulled the gap
back together. I might have paid

WF Blue Devils’ Pack Attack Wins UCT Boys, Girls Cross-Country Championships
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this thing. We really gave it our
all today,” Salz said.

Blue Devil Grace Morgan was
just one second behind to cross
eighth at 19:47.

“I was trying to run a PR be-
cause I had a rough season. The
last few weeks have been hard
for me. Last year I ran a little
faster. But I tried to beat the UC
[Viking] girl at the end but she
ended up getting me at the last
second,” Morgan said.

Blue Devils Caroline Collins at
20:03, Grace Endy at 20:06 and
Elizabeth Bielen at 20:07 fin-
ished 11-14-15. Raider Sara
Greene finished 16th at 20:12,
followed by Cranford Cougar Lind-
say Aschmies at 20:13, and Blue
Devil Brianna Hatch finished 19th
at 20:19.

The Blue Devil JV boys dusted
the field, capturing the first six
spots plus grabbing the 8-9-10
spots to total 15 points. Summit
was second at 49 and the Raiders

were third at 98. Cooper Brennan
and Aidan Kilbourn finished 1-2
with respective times of 17:05.

Ronnie Melao at 17:14, Alex
Maurillo at 17:20, Kurt Hu at
17:21 and James Peretz at 17:25

captured the 3 through 6 spots.
Roberto Panora at 17:43, Tho-
mas Chen at 17:44 and Spencer
Harding at 17:45 finished 8-9-
10.

Union Catholic won the girls JV
race by one point over the Blue
Devils with a total of 27 to 28.
Cranford took fourth at 132. Vi-
king Jenna Keith finished first
with a time of 20:33. Blue Devil
Molly Stogner finished second at
20:38. Blue Devils Natalia Vollaro
at 21:00, Madeleine Learner at
21:17, Ava Maurillo at 21:41 and
Paige Radice at 21:45 finished 4-
5-7-10, while Julia Csorba at
21:59 and Julia Burk at 22:13
finished 12-16.

In the two-mile freshman boys
race, Union Catholic won easily
with a total of 16, while Cranford
took second at 68 and the Raid-
ers placed fourth at 106. The
Vikings captured the 1-2-3-5 and
7 spots. Raider Jack Eckstine
finished eighth at 14:07, followed

by Cougars Bryan Cohen at 14:08
and Liam O’Donnell at 14:10.
Blue Devil Josh Pinkhasor placed
12th at 14:14. Cougar Brian
Readie finished 16th at 14:25
and Raider Jacob Kanterman fin-
ished 19th at 14:51, followed by
Cougar Matt McCarthy also at
14:51.

The freshmen Blue Devil girls
took top honors with a total of 25
but were closely trailed by the
Cougars with a total of 32. Cou-
gar Catherine Anton crossed first
with a time of 15:56, followed by
Blue Devils Kaity Bai at 16:01,
Samantha Katz at 16:03 and
Amelia Golub at 16:09. Cougars
Maggie Furer at 16:12 and Mia
Alvarez at 16:17 finished 6-7.
Blue Devil Victoria Vaca at 17:17
placed 10th and Cougar Ines
Miguel finished 11th at 17:21.
Blue Devils Sam Smith at 17:39,
Matti Horn at 17:42, Rachel Jones
at 17:43 and Molly Reilly also at
17:43 finished 13-14-15-16.
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Piscataway Chiefs Wear Down Westfield Blue Devils on Football ‘Senior Day’, 26-0

Story on page 13 of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-12  Thursday, November 1, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Piscataway Chiefs Wear Down Westfield Blue Devils on Football ‘Senior Day’, 26-0

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-13  Thursday, November 1, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Piscataway Chiefs Wear Down Westfield Blue Devils on Football ‘Senior Day’, 26-0

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-14  Thursday, November 1, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Piscataway Chiefs Wear Down Westfield Blue Devils on Football ‘Senior Day’, 26-0

more photos next page



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-15  Thursday, November 1, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Chiefs Wear Down Blue Devils on Grid ‘Senior Day’, 26-0 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Hannen, Buontempo Battle for
Open Seat on Township Committee

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Cranford has one
open seat on the township com-
mittee being contested, and three
open seats on the board of edu-
cation (BOE) that are uncon-
tested. Currently, the township
committee has a super majority
with Democrats holding four of
the five seats.

Incumbent Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, is be-
ing opposed by Richard
Buontempo, a Republican, for
the three-year seat on the town-
ship committee.

A Cranford candidates night for
the township committee seat was
held last Thursday in the munici-
pal chambers. Michelle Bobrow
of the League of Women Voters

was the moderator for the de-
bate, who posed questions pro-
vided by members of the public.

In opening statements, Mr.
Buontempo said he is a third-
generation Cranford resident,
graduating Cranford High School
in 1987. He lives in Cranford with
his wife, Meg, and raised their
four children in the township. He
said he also is a member of the
flood advisory committee.

Mr. Buontempo said he would,
“try to keep Cranford the way it’s
been since 1974.”

Mr. Hannen, who has served on
the township committee since
2013, and has served as mayor
for 2013, 2017 and 2018, is a
graduate of Union College and
Rutgers University with a degree
in political science. He co-owns a

manufacturing plant in Linden,
and is a former volunteer
firefighter. He has lived in
Cranford with his wife for 27
years, and their four children
have all graduated from Cranford
schools.

“I have made a positive impact
on Cranford by thinking outside
the box… I’ve enjoyed giving back
to the community…,” Mr. Hannen
said.

The first question to the candi-
dates was about how they see
redevelopment in the township,
their position on rezoning 750
Walnut Avenue, and the use of
eminent domain.

Mr. Hannen said as a member
of the planning board and the
mayor, he is tasked with viewing
each application, “with an open
mind, that’s the law, whether we
agree with it or not.” He said he
cannot legally make a comment
on the application.

“On eminent domain, I have
been against eminent domain
for economic purposes,” Mr.
Hannen said, but would be in
favor of it when it would affect
public safety such as for flood
control, noting Orchard Brook.

Mr. Buontempo said, “I’m
against 750 Walnut.” He said it
would put pressure on safety
personnel, traffic and the schools.
“Eminent domain is a horrible
thing,” he said. He said develop-
ment should be done on a small
scale.

Mr. Hannen said the township
is required to fulfill its afford-
able-housing obligations. “It
makes sense to put affordable
housing on the main corridors on
North and South Avenues where
you have buses and trains to
take people to work,” Mr. Hannen
said. Developments there should
be no more than three stories

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD CANDIDATES...Incumbent Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., a
Democrat, pictured right, faces off againt Richard Buontempo, a Republican, far
left, in a debate held last Thurday, for the three-year seat on the township
committee. Michelle Bobrow, center, of the League of Women Voters was the
moderator for the debate.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Voters this Tues-
day will decide the race for the
next borough mayor and two
council seats.

Democratic Councilwoman Sara
Todisco and Republican Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro are seek-
ing the mayoral seat. The winner
will succeed Mayor Charles
Lombardo, who was defeated by
Ms. Todisco in the June Demo-
cratic Primary.

Currently, the council has a
three-to-three split between
Democrats and Republicans, with
Mayor Lombardo, a Democrat,
holding the tie-breaking vote.

Running alongside Council-
woman Todisco on the Demo-
cratic line are Sean Benoit and
Michael Ince, both seeking elec-
tion to the two open seats on the
borough council.

Ms. Todisco has been serving
the residents of Garwood as a
councilwoman for the past seven
years. A fourth-generation resi-
dent who graduated from the
Garwood public school system,
she is a graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark and
Northeastern University with a
bachelor’s degree in history with
minors in education and busi-
ness. After college, she began
volunteering for several organi-
zations in Garwood, including as
a softball coach in the Garwood
Baseball League. Following in her
grandfather’s footsteps, she be-
came a member of the Garwood
Lions Club and currently is its
president. She also is president
of the Education Foundation of
Garwood. As a councilwoman,
she has served as finance chair-
woman three times and council
president twice.

Ms. Cuccaro has resided in
Garwood for nearly 50 years,

and is the second of three gen-
erations of Garwood residents
including her parents and four
siblings. She has been a local
real estate professional for 22
years. She is a past two-time
member of the Garwood Plan-
ning Board, is an avid photogra-
pher and attended Union County
College for urban studies and
creative writing.

Ms. Cuccaro has one son, Eric
Meyer, who attended Garwood
schools and was among the first
group to be part of the brand new
Pre-K class at Washington School.
He is a personal trainer and still
resides in Garwood.

Mr. Benoit has his own private
law practice. Before working in
the private sector, he said he
worked for “advocating for those
who could not speak for them-
selves.” Mr. Benoit said his legal
advocacy was on behalf of chil-
dren who experienced sexual
abuse and domestic abuse.

Mr. Ince was raised in Clark,
graduating from Arthur L.
Johnson in 1974 and then Union
County College with a degree in
criminal justice in 1978. In 1979
he joined the Clark Police De-
partment, serving as a police
officer in the department for
nearly a decade before joining
the FBI in 1988 and serving as a
special agent for over 24 years,
retiring in 2012. He earned a
bachelor’s degree in political sci-
ence from Montclair State Uni-
versity in 1987, a master’s in
educational administration from
Seton Hall University in 1991,
and a second master’s in school
counseling from Montclair State
University in 2010. He is cur-
rently completing a third master’s
in criminal justice.

He and his wife, Robin, have
lived in Garwood for over four
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years and have three adult chil-
dren. Mr. Ince previously worked
as a part-time supervisor at the
Westfield YMCA, as a substitute
teacher in the Westfield school
district, and as an interim school
guidance counselor in several
school districts.

Shortly after Mr. Benoit gradu-
ated from Boston College, he went
to work at the Department of
Labor’s Newark One-Stop Career
Center, helping people find work.
Later, he attended Rutgers Law
School while working full time.
While waiting to pass the bar, he
volunteered as an attorney at
Essex-Newark Legal Services,
where he practiced landlord-ten-
ant law, helping tenants who were
living in unsafe conditions. Since
2010, Mr. Benoit has been a prac-
ticing disability-rights attorney at
a non-profit organization. He spe-
cializes in advocating for children
with special needs. In 2016, he
and his wife, Maria, bought their
home in Garwood. They have a
son in first grade at Lincoln School.
Mr. Benoit joined the Education
Foundation of Garwood shortly
after moving to Garwood and later
volunteered for the newly-estab-
lished Garwood Green Team as
well.

Running alongside Council-

woman Cuccaro on the Republi-
can line are incumbent Republi-
can Councilwoman Stephanie
Bianco and Board of Education
member Sal Piarulli, both seek-
ing election to the two open seats
on the borough council.

Councilwoman Bianco was ap-
pointed after previous GOP Coun-
cilman Joseph Sarno resigned
due to his move to Scotch Plains.
Mr. Piarulli was defeated in his
bid for mayor in 2013 by Mayor
Lombardo, after himself having
defeated then Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi in the GOP Primary
Election that year.

Ms. Bianco operates her own
business in the borough under
the Coldwell Banker umbrella as
a real estate agent and real es-
tate appraiser.

Mr. Piarulli describes himself as
being able to make bipartisan
efforts to work effectively with
Ms. Todisco or other Democrats
on council. The father of four
children who have attended or
currently attend Lincoln School,
he has 20 years of business ex-
perience and more than a de-
cade of charitable leadership as
a board member for the Dean
Michael Clarizio Cancer Founda-
tion. The Piarulli family moved to
Garwood 12 years ago.

high, he told The Westfield
Leader. He also is not interested
in another parking garage, he
told The Leader.

Ms. Bobrow would not ask com-
munity questions pertaining to
the school budget and school
redistricting, as she said those
are not the purview of the com-
mittee but rather about the po-
tential for an increase of school-
aged children in the community,

Mr. Hannen, said “yes, there
will be, and it is why it was
important to reduce units at
Birchwood.” The Birchwood Av-
enue proposed development was
reduced from 360 to 225 units
after the township purchased the
property from the original devel-
oper, Cranford Development As-
sociates, for $18.5 million.
Birchwood Developers Associates
is the current developer.

“Development is continuing in
Cranford…There are more school
children coming,” Mr. Hannen
said.

Mr. Buontempo said, “if you
build more big tract buildings
like 750 Walnut, there is no place
to put the children.”

Mr. Hannen said he is most
proud of reducing the density at
the Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, getting Phase 2B of the
Rahway River Flood Mitigation
approved by the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP), and getting the
fire department back to being

fully staffed, he told The Leader.
Should he be reelected, he would
like to look at a long-range plan
for the sports fields throughout
the township, open space, and is
an advocate for flood control,
saying he would like to replace
the aged floodgates at Sperry
Park and by the Mill, and is a
proponent of having a part of
Lenape Park, that has been in-
vestigated, for storm-water stor-
age, he told The Leader.

Polls are open Tuesday from 6
a.m. from 8 p.m.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford parents
voiced concerns over the
reimaging proposal offered by
Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., and the board of
education at the first of 10 meet-
ings scheduled to discuss the
proposal this past Monday night
at Cranford High School (CHS).

The proposal seeks to unify the

district, establishing four schools,
kindergarten through grade 2,
with full-day kindergarten, one
intermediate school for grades 3
to 5 and one middle school for
grades 6 to 8.

Currently in the district there
are two schools for students
grades K-2, one school for stu-
dents grades K through 5, one
school for students grades K
through 8, one school for stu-
dents grades 3 through 5, one
school for students grades 3
through 8, and one school for
students grades 9-12.

Additionally, the proposal calls
for CHS to be a career academy
model, offering technical spe-
cialization surrounded by aca-
demics at the level that students
need.The proposal was created
“in response to community
needs,” according to Mr. Rubin,
including the desire for district-
wide, tuition-free full-day kin-
dergarten.

Some of the other needs that
could be met through implemen-
tation of the proposal, according
to Mr. Rubin, would include hav-
ing dedicated spaces like art
rooms, music rooms and multi-
media centers in the elementary
schools, having “stabilized” class
sections that would be “equi-
table” district-wide, elimination
of duplication of service and the
opportunity for common prepa-
ration time for teachers.

If the community decides to
move forward with the proposal,
a referendum would need to be
voted on, as “funds are not avail-
able in the budget,” according to
Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert Carfagno.

The referendum would include
four additional classrooms and
additional bathrooms at Hillside
Avenue School, as well as inte-
rior renovations at both Hillside
Avenue School and Orange Av-

Cranford Parents Raise Concerns
Over BOE Reimaging Proposal

enue School.Tentative costs, ac-
cording to Mr. Carfagno, are es-
timated to be $4.6 million, with a
tax increase of $200 per year,
per household.

The tentative timeline for the
proposal starts with passing a
referendum in December of 2019
for implementation in the 2020-
2021 school year. The superin-
tendent commented to the audi-
ence that, “It would have been
way easier to not propose this,”
yet he found the proposal to be
“fiscally responsible.”

Mr. Carfagno reiterated that
this is a community decision, and
that the proposed reimaging
could not move forward without
a majority vote.

More than two dozen parents
stood to comment on the pro-
posed plan.

Some parents, like Lisa Gillett,
who thanked Mr. Rubin and the
board for “recognizing that sta-
tus quo is not good enough,”
offered praise for the proposal.
Most parents, like Cathleen Ryan,
who told the board, “I feel as
though this was an hour-and-a-
half sales pitch,” had doubts and
questions about the proposal.
Main concerns include issues with
bussing, loss of the “neighbor-
hood school environment,” a lack
of communication about the pro-
posal, and an increase to the
taxpayers of Cranford.

Other large community meet-
ings scheduled to discuss the
reimaging are scheduled for
Wednesday, November 28, and
Monday, December 17.Individual
school meetings are set for Thurs-
day, November 15; Monday and
Tuesday, November 19 and 20;
Tuesday, November 27, and
Tuesday and Thursday, Decem-
ber 4 and 6.
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The planning
board continued its review Octo-
ber 24 of the South Avenue II
redevelopment site plan. Russo
Development’s attorney, Chris-
topher Minks, said Russo is pro-
posing an 11-unit reduction, while
proposing a five-bedroom in-
crease.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
said after reviewing all materials
from the last two meetings, which
included over five hours of testi-
mony, the board will provide com-
mentary and a final vote at its
next meeting.

Mr. Minks said the bedroom
mix will include two-studio apart-
ments, 136 one-bedroom apart-
ments, 143 two-bedroom apart-
ments and six three-bedroom
apartments. He said the demand
for single-bedroom apartments
or studio apartments is much
less in the area.

Mr. Minks said the two-bed-
room demand is driven by empty-
nesters, which he defined as in-
dividuals whose children live out
of state. The second bedroom
could be used for their children
to sleep in when they return to
New Jersey to visit their parents,
stated Mr. Minks.

Another demographic driving
the two-bedroom demand is
“young professionals” who work
from home, stated Mr. Minks. He
said these professionals could
use the second bedroom as a
home office.

Mr. Minks said no three-bed-
room units will be added or
changed from the previous bed-
room mix. The reduction would
decrease the total affordability
housing by one unit, but he said
the required affordable unit
amount will be met.

Russo Development’s traffic ex-
pert and professional planner,

Chris Olivo, stated that his firm
will utilize the smart-parking sys-
tems in the South Avenue rede-
velopment parking garage to
monitor traffic patterns benefit-
ing future traffic alterations and
considerations. Mr. Olivo said af-
ter studying traffic congestion,
assuming the South Avenue II
development was never built
compared to traffic assumptions
after the development is con-
structed, would render a negli-
gible impact.

Mr. Olivo said the already con-
gested intersection in front of
Kings Supermarket would go from
an E rating to an F rating on a
scale of A to F. Mr. Minks stated
that the borough could work with
Union County and the New Jer-
sey Department of Transporta-
tion to alleviate future conges-
tion if need be or as road alter-
ations are needed.

Mr. Olivo said his studies and
projections are assuming the de-
velopment is fully rented, ac-
counting for peak hours when
traffic is assumed to be the high-
est or the most trips are created.

Fire Department Chief Allan
Tweedle said he wanted the plan-
ning process to consider that
New Jersey law does not prohibit
a car from blocking a fire truck.
Chief Tweedle said currently it is
difficult for the Garwood Fire
Department to respond to calls
because cars often block the
driveway or will turn into the
driveway attempting to avoid the
fire truck leaving the firehouse.

Chief Tweedle said the fire de-
partment has more than 50
firefighters who will have to park
their cars at varying times.

Mr. Minks said the 18 addi-
tional or municipal spaces may
be best if designated for the mu-
nicipality only. Originally, the
spaces would be granted to the

Write-in Candidate Vies for Cranford BOE
One-Year Seat; Three Uncontested Seats

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) has three, three-
year open seats that are uncon-
tested, and one, one-year seat
that is being contested by a write-
in candidate.

William Hulse and Maria Loikith
are the incumbents for the board
of education, and Terry Darling is
a newcomer, seeking to fill the
three-year open seats. Brian
McCarthy and write-in candidate
Loryn O’Brien are seeking the
one-year unexpired seat left by
Catherine Sheridan.

Mr. Darling, a real estate ap-
praiser, moved to Cranford in
2007 with his wife of 13 years,
Meghan. They have two children,
a fifth grader at Livingston Av-
enue School and a second grader
at Walnut Avenue School. Mr.
Darling is a volunteer softball and
baseball coach with the Cranford
Baseball and Softball League, a
member of the Cranford Munici-
pal Alliance and the Cranford Dra-
matic Club, is active with the PTA
at Livingston Avenue School and
Walnut Avenue School, and is a
volunteer with Scouting.

“Primary issues which prompted
me to run are school safety and
the impact of overdevelopment
on our public-school campuses. I
am also concerned with early
childhood education (the lack of
full-day kindergarten) and the
potential impact legalized mari-
juana may have on our schools,”
Mr. Darling said in a statement.

Mr. Darling, in a statement
about the Reimagine proposal to
consolidate schools, said, “I am
not ready to support this pro-
posal and I’m not advocating
anyone else should be, either. I
am also not prepared to voice
opposition to it. How could I when
so many details remain unknown?
I do intend to listen to the pro-

posal despite the fact there are
significant things about it I dis-
like. The potential of adding full-
day kindergarten is important to
the future of this school district
and this community. Beyond full-
day kindergarten this plan has
other benefits that I do not yet
fully understand. I don’t know if
those benefits make the pro-
posal worthwhile or not, but I am
committed to having an open
mind and to being diligent in
learning more about it and con-
tributing to the process.”

Ms. O’Brien has announced she
is running as a write-in candidate
for the one-year seat on the BOE.
She is opposing Mr. McCarthy,
who is also running for the one-
year unexpired seat.

Ms. O’Brien is a second-genera-
tion Cranford resident, and a
graduate of Cranford Public
Schools. She is married and has
three children, with her oldest
child being a 2016 graduate of
Cranford High School (CHS), her
middle child currently a student
at CHS, and her youngest in el-
ementary school. She holds a
degree from Kean University in
early childhood education, and a
New Jersey teaching certification
in both preK-2 and K-5 areas. She
has experience in teaching and
volunteering in the schools.

“I decided to run because I
believe we are not being told the
full story as to why the Reimagine
plan has come about. I believe
that there is a better way to
achieve some of these goals. I
need to be a voice for those who
cannot speak up for any number
of reasons. As a mother and
teacher, I believe I offer a differ-
ent voice to the board of educa-
tion. I want to do what is best for
all of us, no matter where that
takes us, I want to be a part of it,”
Ms. O’Brien said in a statement.

Mr. McCarthy is a 17-year resi-

dent of Cranford with two sons in
the Cranford school system. He
has sat on boards in the township
and currently sits on the board
for the Calvary Nursery School
and Childcare, as well as the
Cranford Lacrosse Club.

“I am running for the BOE for
many reasons, and like others
boards before, I feel my strong
ability to manage situations and
people would be an asset to the
board. I also see a lot of changes
going on around town. There are
many things we need to do to
prepare our students for the fu-
ture. We need to make sure we
also protect our students with a
safe learning environment and
challenge them with new and in-
novative technology. Finally, I feel
that with the influx of places like
Birchwood and other major de-
velopments, I want to know what
we are doing to prepare for this
time and how we can make our
town stronger without losing the
small-town charm. Change is in-
evitable and scary, but it is not
always negative. In order to sup-
port the progression of our town
we will need to provide an envi-
ronment that our children can
grow and become successful,” Mr.
McCarthy said in a statement.

Neither Ms. Loikith nor Mr. Hulse
responded to the newspaper’s
inquiry for a biography and state-
ment.

Garwood Board Continues
Review of Redevelopment
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Garwood Library Highlights
Programs For November

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced up-
coming programs for November.
The library will be closed on Mon-
day, November 12, for Veterans
Day and Thursday and Friday,
November 22 and 23, for Thanks-
giving, closing early at 4:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, November 21.

The library will serve as a poll-
ing location for the General Elec-
tion on Tuesday, November 6. It
will be open but all programs are
cancelled (except Explore It) and
seating will be limited.

Lego will take place today,
Thursday, November 1, at 3 p.m.,
for children ages 4 through 12.

Some Lego creations will be dis-
played in the library showcase.
Registration is required and there
is a limit of 15 participants.

Additionally, the Thursday Night
Book Club will meet this evening
at 7 p.m. No registration is re-
quired. Participants will discuss
“The Lost Letter” by Jillian Cantor.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Needles and yarn are provided to
newcomers.

Kid’s Chess is offered on Mon-
days at 3 p.m. No registration is
required, but participation is lim-
ited to 12. This non-instructional
program features an informal
chess game for children of all
ages. Six boards are provided.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days at 3 p.m. in the Lincoln
School Art Room, offering after-
school STEM fun for children in
third grade and older. Registra-
tion is required and there is a
limit of 16.

Toddler Story Time, for new-
borns through age 4, is available
on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
No registration is required. The
Pipsqueak Players will visit
Storytime on November 28.

Nasa Academy is held on Wednes-
days at 3 p.m. through November
14, featuring STEM fun for future
space explorers in second grade
and older. Registration is required
and there is a limit of 15.

The next meeting of the Library
Board of Trustees, open to the
public, will take place on Wednes-
day, November 7, at 8 p.m.

Additional programs will be an-
nounced for later in the month.
For more information and to reg-
ister for programs, call (908) 789-
1670. The Garwood Public Library
is located at 411 Third Avenue.
Further information also can be
found at youseemore.com/
garwood.

public and designated for mu-
nicipal use, stated Mr. Minks.

Mr. Minks said “a clear consoli-
dated unfenced parking lot” with
17 parking spaces  allocated for
municipal use may be in the
borough’s best interest.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said
the lot adjacent to the fire de-
partment could hold 60 cars or
so, assuming pre-development
conditions.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said he believed the
156 parking spaces detailed in
the site plan would be “more
than enough.” Mr. Nierstedt said
he would like to see more open
space provided at the South Av-
enue II location. The open space
described includes room for “chil-
dren to play” or a bench for
residents or pedestrians to sit.

Planning Board member Michael
Vena said he does not believe the
development will equate to many
families moving into Garwood or
children to utilize a swing set or
park benches. Mr. Vena said when
he raised his children he had to
take them to the park.

Mr. Olivo agreed with Mr. Vena’s
statement, as two parks exist
within several miles from the
redevelopment site.

Garwood Board
Redevelopment

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced its
schedule of activities for the
month of November.

Co-Presidents Sue Driscoll and
Marie Mastorakis will welcome
guest speaker John Prescott to
the club’s business meeting on
Wednesday, November 7. Mr.
Prescott, the History Program co-
ordinator of the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, will speak about “No-
table Women from Union County

— Past and Present.” The meet-
ing will begin at 10 a.m. at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue. All
are welcome.

The club’s Public Affairs Depart-
ment will meet at the home of
Gail Opacity on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 13, at 1 p.m. All members are
asked to bring news articles that
they wish to share and discuss.
Those planning to attend are
asked to call Ms. Opacity.

The Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment will offer a jewelry-making
class led by Sandy Held on Thurs-
day, November 15. Attendees
will be given step-by-step in-
structions on how to design and
make earrings for pierced and
non-pierced ears using semi-pre-
cious stones. The class size is
limited so those interested are
asked to call Ms. Held to reserve
a place. The cost for materials is
between $6 and $7. The group

Alzheimer’s Forum Is
Open to Caregivers

CRANFORD — Alzheimer’s New
Jersey will host a caregiver work-
shop with Union County and Union
County College entitled
“Alzheimer’s Disease: Approaches
to Care” this Saturday, Novem-
ber 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. It will be held at Union County
College’s Cranford campus, lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

This free seminar is produced
for Union County residents but
family caregivers of Essex and
Middlesex Counties are welcome
to attend. The conference will:

Provide a medical overview of
the disease as well as care and
treatment options, including
strategies for responding to
changing needs and behaviors.

Offer tools for caregiver self-
care focused on support in cop-
ing with grief.

Describe community services
for caregivers and how to access
them.

Interested caregivers can reg-
ister at alznj.org/event/union-
county-caregiver-conference-
alzheimers-disease-approaches-
to-care-11-03-2018/.

New Program For Teens To
Address Domestic Violence
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library will start a new
monthly program for teens called
“Talk it Out.” This program will
bring in Carolyn Canavan, who
has worked 19 years serving on
the Piscataway Domestic Violence
Crisis Intervention Team and as
a board member for the Lillian
and Lillian Foundation.

Ms. Canavan has trained more
than 120 new Domestic Violence
Crisis Intervention Team mem-
bers, which follows the New Jer-
sey State approved curriculum.
She has provided workshops to
area high schools, middle schools
and for various other commu-
nity-based events that seek to
provide awareness of domestic
violence. Her true passion is to
work with teens to break the

cycle of abuse before it takes
hold and eradicate domestic vio-
lence forever.

The first session of this event
will be held on Thursday, No-
vember 15, from 5 to 6 p.m., in
the Raddin Room of the Cranford
Public Library. The second ses-
sion is set for Tuesday, Decem-
ber 18, from 6 to 7 p.m., in the
Cranford Community Center.
Registration is required for both
sessions.

The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue;
the Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. To see other upcoming
programs at the Cranford Public
Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Calendar or Upcom-
ing Events.

will meet at the Cranford Com-
munity Center at 10 a.m.

On Monday, November 26, at 1
p.m., the Literature Department
will meet at the home of Maureen
Mairo. Barbara Jackson will lead
a discussion of the book “Hidden
Figures, The American Dream
and the Untold Story of the Black
Women Mathematicians Who
Helped Win The Space Race” by
Margot Lee Shetterly. Interested
persons are asked to call Ms.
Mairo.

The club is collecting non-per-
ishable food items at its meet-
ings. These items will be donated
to the food bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, con-
tact Co-Vice Presidents Carol
Moran at (908) 233-5635 or by
e-mail at caromm@comcast.net
or Sandi Jacobs at (908) 317-
5256 or by e-mail at
sandij301@gmail.com.

Wed. Morning Club Reveals Nov. Events
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CRANFORD
Sunday, October 21, Gabriel

Pinho, 19, of Colonia was arrested
and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The arrest was the result of
a motor vehicle stop on Centen-
nial Avenue at the intersection of
the Garden State Parkway 136
Exchange for a seatbelt violation.
Pinho was processed and pro-
vided with a Municipal Court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for careless driving, a
seatbelt violation and possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, October 23, Anthony
Caro, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue East
and John Street for failing to
signal a turn. Caro was processed
and provided with a Municipal
Court appearance date. In addi-
tion, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for failing to signal a
turn and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Friday, October 26, Hesham
Elsisi, 28, of Rahway was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS), possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Centennial Avenue
at the intersection of Raritan Road
for a brake lamp out. Elsisi was
charged with possession of sus-
pected crystal methamphet-
amine and marijuana located in-
side the vehicle. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.
In addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for mainte-
nance of lamps and possession
of a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, October 27, Lamin
Conteh, 20, of Asbury Park was
arrested and charged with distri-
bution of a CDS, possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug para-
phernalia. The arrest was the
result of a motor vehicle stop at
Raritan Road and Moen Avenue
for failing to observe a red traffic
signal. Conteh was processed and
provided with a state Superior
Court appearance date. In addi-
tion, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for failing to observe
a red traffic signal, driving with a
suspended license, obstructing
traffic, careless driving, improper
mirrors, not having a valid insur-
ance card in his possession and
possession of a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

Monday, October 29, Edgardo
Lopez, 19, of Carteret and Ciara
Roman, 20, of Elizabeth were
arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at South Union Av-
enue and Lincoln Avenue East for
failing to observe a red traffic
signal. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police arrested
the driver and passenger, Lopez
and Roman, respectively, for
suspected marijuana located in-
side the vehicle. They were both
processed and provided with
Municipal Court appearance
dates. In addition, the driver was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for failing to observe a red traffic
signal, careless driving and pos-
session of a CDS in a motor
vehicle.
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Salvage What Is Left Of Garwood,
Vote Ileen Cuccaro, For Mayor

My most recent years on coun-
cil were an eye opening experi-
ence. It was almost three years
exactly that I participated in the
debate, which I was tickled pink
to do. This year, I am sorry to
say, I had a very scary medical
emergency and could not par-
take, for this I am very sorry,
because I found it very enjoyable
the first time. Unfortunately,
some things in life we have no
control over and again for this I
am sorry that I could not get out
and knock on doors more as I did
the first time I ran.

A short time after this debate,
we were very excited to learn
that we were elected to the
Garwood council, you could not
wipe the perpetual smile off my
face. I could finally do something
for the people, as no one helped

my parents when my father was
taxed out of his house after my
Mom passed away. All these
elected officials kept doing was
raising the taxes over and over,
non-stop for 17 years.

For three years, I tried while
the smile slowly dimmed, as I
watched the other party have
secret meetings in conference
rooms and not include anyone
else, almost every council meet-
ing this was going on as I always
got there early to make sure I
had my reports done and make
sure I did not miss anything.
Heck, we were not even included
to decorate for the holiday; I had
to just show up.

So when the other party keeps
insinuating that they want to work
together they are fabricating or

Troubling, Lack Professionalism And
Attack Residents For Personal Gain
I’m so glad that class acts and

leaders like former councilwoman
Kathy Williams Villaggio support
Sean Benoit, Mike Ince and Sara
Todisco.

The recent mailer by the Re-
publican candidates is shameful.
I can’t believe they attacked the
wife of a candidate, especially as
she was exercising her constitu-
tional right to free speech by
expressing a personal opinion. I
guess that the Garwood Repub-
licans only support free speech
when it agrees with them. That’s
tyranny, not leadership.

Even more atrocious than the
above is the accusation that the
Democrats for Garwood team is
left wing. I guess that when you
are as far and extreme to the

right as Sal Piarulli and his run-
ning mates are that anyone who
is in the center of the political
spectrum looks like a socialist.

Garwood needs leaders that are
approachable and bring solutions,
not self-serving politicians that
are divisive, do anything to ob-
fuscate the fact that they have
no plan or program for taking
Garwood forward, and, most
troubling, lack professionalism
and attack residents for personal
gain.

On November 6, vote against
fear and for the future of
Garwood. Vote Todisco, Benoit,
and Ince!

Michael Callahan
Garwood

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

lying whichever you prefer.
I witnessed Todisco take over

literally all committees; the over
stepping behavior amazed me.
All they have been working on for
the past few years was how to
take over the town in six  easy
steps. And make no mistake,
that is their intention. They don’t
just want mayor and council;
they want district leaders and
Democratic chair. Why you may
ask, well that is so she can fur-
ther her political career. It is not
about the voters of Garwood but
the vote, plain and simple.

If the John F. Kennedy part of
the Democratic Party in Garwood
allow this to happen, you will
never have a shot at anything
else in town. You will have an
activist attorney and a candidate
who switched parties because he
knows how hard it is for a Repub-
lican to get in and of course a
mayor with an overreaching over-
whelming arm that has barely
lived her life.

And please let us dispel the
lawsuit myth, it was the proud-
est moment of my life, four people
were involved in this travesty.
This is the problem; Garwood
has incestuous cronyism perme-
ating its very core. The planning
board approved this nine-
townhouse complex in a residen-
tial zone in one night.

The previous owner of the prop-
erty tried for 20 years and was
not approved for anything. Until
the town said they would ap-
prove three single-family homes,
ha, I have to laugh that is when
the current owner purchased it.

Time to diversify the appointed
officials of the planning board.
People should not be on there for
15 years all with the same ideol-
ogy. And just for the record, the
same person that owns the
townhouse property also pur-
chased a property on South Av-
enue with a deed restriction and
the restriction was removed,
amazing. Also, for the record,
the lawsuit we had was only ap-
proved at the appeal level, we

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-26  Thursday, November 1, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

I Will Be Supporting Ileen Cuccaro
For Mayor Of The Boro Of Garwood
On February, 2014, a very poorly

written ordinance submitted to
the mayor and council of the Boro
of Garwood was hastily pushed
thru despite resident input during
the February 11, 2014 council
meeting. Ordinance 14-03 was
put in place to prevent corner
property owners in Garwood from
erecting a non-picket fence, above
four  feet, past the cornerstone of
the main structure on their prop-
erty.

Why would an ordinance such as
this be imposed upon corner prop-

erty owners and taxpayers? The
sad reason is that one or two
members of the Boro of Garwood
planning board did not like the
visuals. The concern should have
actually been for the safety and
privacy of the corner property
owner.

Ordinance 14-03 was eventu-
ally amended, however, only for
corner properties having a swim-
ming pool. Corner property own-
ers who did not have a swimming
pool on their properties were not
permitted anything more than a
picket type fence, no more than
four feet in height. No “grandfa-
ther clause” was put into place
either to protect those corner prop-
erty owners who had an existing
six-foot fence on their property.

Prior to Ileen Cuccaro being
elected to council in 2016, any
further adjustment to this ordi-
nance fell on deaf ears. Council-
woman Cuccaro reintroduced the
ordinance to be adjusted for all
corner property owners, not only
corner property owners with swim-
ming pools. Despite many road-
blocks and time delays, Council-
woman Cuccaro never gave up on
adjusting this ordinance. She re-
fused to allow this ordinance to
remain an issue for corner prop-
erty owners. Her tenacity and abil-
ity to follow thru with this issue
eventually led to the reversal of
this ordinance for all corner prop-
erty owners.

I would like to also give credit to
the other members of council for
their vote in reversing ordinance
14-03, however, had it not been
for the initial efforts put forth
directly by Councilwoman
Cuccaro, all corner property own-
ers would today be facing the loss
of their rights upon their corner
properties.

As I believe that actions speak
louder than words, I will be sup-
porting Ileen Cuccaro for mayor
of the Boro of Garwood during the
upcoming 2018 election.

Cheryl Niedermaier
Garwood

won the other two in the courts.
And I have to say they have
made my life miserable all for
trying to fight for my neighbors
on the north side of Garwood.

The dirty politics in Garwood
must end, and the time when the
people that know someone get
something when others wait for-
ever and get nothing must end.
One person controlling every-
thing must not start. It is the last
chance for Garwood; everyone
can help; Get out and Vote!!

At the end of the day, Garwood
will get exactly what they voted
for.

I have seen what that is for my
three years on council. Every-
thing I have brought to council
was brought from actual resi-
dents and took forever to pass,
everything the opposing party
wanted, and it was usually spend-
ing money, was passed right
away.

My parents raised five children
here. I raised one son; a total of
50 years. Never did I think to see
the day where I actually see how
the town has been run and it is
very sad. And this is just the
beginning!!

People are mad because they
were sued for the right reason,
the DEM4 Garwood crew don’t
care about anything except the
left wing of their party. So basi-
cally all the middle folks will be
left out. There is only one way to
vote this year to salvage what is
left of Garwood.

Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro, for Mayor
Stephanie Bianco and Sal Piarullo for

Garwood Council

This Is Not How Campaigns Should
Be Run, We Can And Must Be Better
We moved to Garwood only last

year from neighboring Westfield
so the current campaign is one of
our first experiences with an elec-
tion in Garwood. Over the past
few months, we have received
campaign literature from both
sides as have all Garwood resi-
dents. We write this letter now to
express our absolute dismay at
the extreme negative tone of the
Republican campaign over the past
several weeks.

There are almost no words to
describe what they say in their
campaign literature — that Sara
Todisco has “resorted to Smears,
Lies and Fear…” a reference to an
“allegedly corrupt system,” that
the Todisco campaign is supported
and funded by a “Far-Left Hate
Group,” and more. No facts — just
accusations and conclusions.

And we haven’t even mentioned
Ms. Cuccaro’s distribution to the
entire community of a letter sent
to her by a citizen — we under-
stand well over a year ago —
asking her help for the council to
make Garwood a sanctuary city,
something which has not hap-
pened and which is not even in the
Democrats’ platform. Certainly
that citizen never expected her
letter to be given to all Garwood
residents. That is not fair.

The Republican literature says
nothing about what the Republi-
cans would actually be able to
accomplish if elected. We could
not find a website for the cam-
paign, but their Facebook page
has the same very negative tone.
All of this is completely consistent
with what we observed at the
council candidates’ forum recently
held at The Pointe — the Demo-
crats gave measured responses
to questions in a good tone, while
the Republicans made accusa-
tions. The remark we won’t forget
is that Republicans and Demo-
crats have to work together (a
good thing, obviously) so vote
Republican because if the two
Democrats win there will only be
one Republican on the council so
the Republicans will not have
enough people on the council for
the parties to be able to “work
together.” We thought we were
trying to elect the best people.
Particularly because of what is
going on now in our country, the
Garwood Republicans’ conduct in
this election is very regrettable.
This is not how campaigns should
be run. We can and must be better
than this.

Stephen and Bettye Barcan
Garwood

The Republican Ticket Is
The Better Fit for Garwood

We need a mayor that will lis-
ten to you! For many years in
Garwood, Democrats have been
over spending taxpayer money
on frivolous projects and do not
care if one is complete before
another is started. They do not
seem to care what you, the resi-
dents think.

They’ve sold us out with over-
development; too many housing
units planned for our little bor-
ough of one-square mile to ab-
sorb. This started through our
planning board who are partly to
blame and so are the Democrats
but long-time resident and Re-
publican council member Ileen
Cuccaro voted “No” and this is
the answer I would expect from a
councilwoman who loves her town
of Garwood.

We will have much more traffic
(we’re already congested, have
you tried getting from one side of
town to the other? (I bet you had
to pack a meal to do so!). There
will be stress on our school sys-
tem (We only have one school in
town). We may have to take
back Washington School, (which
is leased to the YMCA of Westfield)
which of course will need reno-
vations that will cost you more
money. More police, fire, and
rescue will also be necessary.

I bet you didn’t realize Ileen
Cuccaro was voted #1 realtor in
Garwood – why? Ileen really
knows this town and will go above
and beyond serving you – her
client. She beams with pride hav-
ing lived here many years, raised
her family here and wants every-
one else to love Garwood like she
does.

On November 6, please vote
the red ticket for Republicans
Ileen Cuccaro for mayor,
Stephanie Bianco and Sal Piarulli

for council. Let’s take Garwood
back; run it like a business - all
while keeping your concerns rel-
evant. What say you?

Kathleen Patterson
Garwood
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